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SUMMAlii^ OF i-oumcs. 

Th« ten Yf ars. -This day ten 

years ayo{thR 1 st of January) 1 sat down 
to write the lir^t nutnbev of the Register. 
When I look back to that time, and con¬ 
sider how the country then stood, what a 
contrast presents itself, to my mind ! The 
preliminaries of peace had just then beAi 
concluded; tho price of provisions had 
jtHii then been lowered ; the peoi«le were 
On tiptoe for commerce and manufactures; 
eVerV pfint-shop window presented some¬ 
thing demonstrative of friendship wifh 
Buonaparte, and* the Attorney General, 
(now the prime minister) stood ready td 
prosecute, by in*mation ex-oflicio, any 
one who dared to write what was called a 
libel upon that new friend of 
— New, what is the picture? A war 
with that^ame Buonaparte, for the pos¬ 
session of the island of Malta, has led to 
the overthrow of every state formerly ih 
aHiance with us, A war for the island of 
Malta has put into the bands of that same 
Buonaparte the whole of Italy from the 
c'otitines of France ,down to the shores of 
Calabria. It has united the Seven United 
provinces to France. It has raised a new' 
kingdom in'the heart of Germany under 
a brother of Napoleon,, in which kingdom 
are included the ancient dominions of the 
House of Brunswick. It h& driven from 
their thrones tlie sovereigns of Spain am! 
Portugal, and lias gone pretty far towards 
patting those .countries also into the hands 
of BoonaparU'. It has made a naval ar.se-1 
nal at Antwerp, svhence have airea^ 
issued many ships of the Jine. It has 
paved the way for France becoming a 
great ni^'al power. It has added nve 
hundred miHions to the national Debt of 
Englaitd. It has banished gold fron\ cir¬ 
culation. It has ruined commerce and 
nianufacture.s in England. It has, in this 
respect, produced a newr order of things 
both ill Europe and America, "both of 
which can' now dispense vflth English 
' goods.——-What inroads have belli made 
npoti English liberty duringtbis pedod, 1* 
anall not, and need nut, attempt to fle- 
acribe ;* and, as to the weight o 4 taxes, 


----[i 

who need be told of tba'?-Our slate 

is now such as itliever was Imfore; and, 
that man must be blind indeed, who docs 
not see that it is daily becoming more and 

more perilou.s.-Ask any man, be he of 

whj^t party he may, what he thinks of 
the present slate of things, and you will 
find, that he exgects, that a great chri 9 .'e, 
of some sort or oilier, will t'ake piar i 
ere long. He cannot tell what it ,wiii 
be; he otnnot even guessis full of 
fear#, and that is all. The very hire’iii'-s 
of the press, whose trade it i.s to buoy 
up the spirits of the pteople, liave eo 
longer any plausible grounds of fiope to 
holu out. They have uttered fal dioods so 
long, they have played olFso many tric ks, 
that their budget seems, at hist^to be quite 
empty.——What will the 'stale oT ^«,3 
country be, then, at the end of the nexi tea 
ycart? What shall I have to recoid, i: iVu ; 
I come to the end of the next xoleuirs 
of this work?- 1 will hazard no specu¬ 

lation ; nor, indeed, is it in the puu cr of 
any man to form .’iny id.'ia of what i.s 
likely to happen. But, I think, one inay* 
venturi to say, that the conduct. 4 !' iltij 
government will not change; that, let 
which party will be in power, the sustuai 
will, as long as it c.'tn, go on; .'uui lira.it 
will continue to pioducfceflccts similar 
those which it has already produced. 
How Jong the sy.slem will last no mini 
can tell; but we may, by observing whnt 
it lias done in the last ten years, judge, of 
what it ?*iH do in each succeeding year; 
and, if we suppose its existence tVir an¬ 
other ten, we may fm-ni some idea of w h: £ 

our .state will then.be.-At any rate, 

come what will, the people vrill not Iiave 
to blame tho “ Jacobins and LK-dltys.'’ 
They were against the war, wMrh h.is 
produced all the evil ellsets we witness. 
They were for ktting the French re¬ 
publicans alon% They have had n > 
iijtnd in any of the measures that have 
been pursued; tliey have had no o nver, 
and are liable to no responsibilitv vnd .no 
blame. They have been an oh'f rt of in- 
' ce.S 8 ant attack and abuse. The nest ten 
years will stftew whether they have me- 
rittd this, or any j>art of it. If the cofm- 
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try jliali be pteserved by the present sys- 
tepo } if it shaji find itself secure from 
• without and happy^within at the end of 
the nex| ten years, why, theii, I shall be 
, ready to allow, that the “ Jacobins and 
“ Levellj^rs” bare been in error; but, if 
the contrary should prove to be the 
case, surely we shall then hear them ac» 
qtutted ; surely we shall no longer see 

tnem the object of attack and abuse. . 

It is the common pracs^ce of men, to judge 
from ixperience. If a farmer finds that the 
managing of his land in a certain way 
produces loss instead of gairf, he loses^ no 
time in changing hia course; and so it is 
witii all other men who act according to 
the dictates .of reason.* But, it would 
reaijy seem, that governments act fapon 
no such piijnciple; that they tre wholly 
deaf to the voice of experience ; that they 
either do not see, or that they heed not, 
the consequences of their measures. Were 
not this the case, how could it possibly 
be,» that no change should have taken 
place in the measures of any of the old 
governments that we have seen annihi¬ 
late^ In^o instance have we seen them 
attempt to make any change; nay, they 
teem to have grown more and more at¬ 
tached to their several systems in*propor- 
tion as th^evil consequences of them be¬ 
came manifest to all the world. It can 
be accctiUQted fur only in this way ; that 
<he persons in tbi enjoynieni of power 
and gf. the emoluments belonging to 
power have thought, that tli^iy would lose 
both by a riformatiQn as effectually as by 
§. dettruciim of the government; and, 
^erefore, that, a^hey could lose no more 
by the latter thin by the former, they 
have, in every case, endeavoured to up¬ 
hold corruptions and abuses to the last 
possible moment, though they clearly 
saw the destructive consequences tfigt 
must finally ensue. Destruction being, to 
them, the same things as reformation in its 
efi&cts, they have pr^erred the former to 
the latter, because the latter must, of 
course., be earlier in its operation. * To tell 
a man 'in the enjoyment of the fruits of 
■uch a system, that the government would 
be finally destroyed unless it was speedily 
reformed, was not likel^^ to weigh wijtb 
him in favour ofireformation; because bp 
■aw, at the same time, that, tp him, re¬ 
formation of the government was, in fact, 
destruction; and, therefore, the later it 
came the less grievous it was to himv—— 
Here' we have the real cause of what has 
been called the Umdriest of the old govern- 


ments, but which was nothing more than 
the natural desire of those, vvbo lived by 
corruptions and abuses, to live as long as. 

they could.-We here see, also, the 

cau.se of that persegittion of opinif^t, which 
has invariably increased as the old govern¬ 
ments felt their danger increase. Those, 
who enjoyed the wealth sucked frwn the 
veins of the people, by the means of cor* 
ruptions and abuses, would naturally make 
use of their power to prevent ihe propaga¬ 
tion of opinions tending to cnderniine and 
destroy those abuses; and, as the danger 
'of destruction became more imminent, the 
endeavours to prevent it would, of course, 
become more active. The persecution 
has, therefore, in*all these cases, been the 
eilect of fear; and, it is well known, that 
cruelty is never so great as when it has 
such a foundation. Look at the murders 
that are committed, and you wiUrfind 
nine-teinlis of tliem arming from the sam* 
cause. It i!! the fear uf detection that 
draws the murderer’x knil'e and steels his 
heart. The tyrants oliArrica are bloody 
from fear: tliey kill others, lest ihqtse 
others should kill them. Tin- persecjution 
of the propagation of upiniotis, which wp 
have witnessed in the old governments 
now no more, have proceedeef from the 
same cause as the horrible murders at 
Marr's and Williamson’s: the year 
posure, and tire consequent infamy and 
pmiishmeut.——When men have expresji- 
ed their surprize at seeing those old ga- 
vernments grow more' and more tyranni¬ 
cal and cruel Jn proportion as their situa¬ 
tion became perilous; when they hav# 
exclaimed: *'how blind! how mad! thus 
*' to excite additional hatred against them- 
*' selves at such a time, when they ought to 
“ see that they stand so much in need of 
"the good will of the people !’* Wbeo 
men have thus exclaimed, they have not 
duly considered the motive -of those go¬ 
vernment#; if they had, they would haft 
fflt no surprize. 

Spain.-— As a military scene this coun¬ 
try presents nothing new. The ivar iwems 
to be nearly at an end; for, as to thu 
roving bands, calledGuerillas, they do not 
appear to be much more formidable than 
the bands in Nottinghamshire. They 
flee at the first approach of any thing like 
an army; they hide themselves in woods; ■ 
they co^imit depredations upon convoys, 
i But, such bpdigs^cannot, one would think, 
lowg exist while the country i* covered 
with l^e armies. Our vwMi pyiuts t«li 



tui* tbat BqooafMirti is in a worse i^oation 
ttiih he was in the last campaign. 1 do 
not see how that can be; but, this 1 can 
tee, that be has possession of all Spain, 
here and there a smalt spot upon the coast 
excepted. IF Valencia should fall, what 
it there left but Cadiz ? 1 can see very 
little thore. If I look over Spain, I see 
the French in every principal town, those 
two excepted. 1 see them the masters 
of every Province of Spain. And, am I 
•till to believe, that they are in a worse 
condition than they weK before ? Com¬ 
mon sense forbids me to believe thi^ 
Besides, do I not read, in the Gazette, a 
notihcation to neutrals not to enter the 

{ rriocipal river of Spain* that river which 
eads into the heart of it? For what is 
this? What do we want more than this 
to convince us, that the enemy has posses¬ 
sion* o& the country?-Indeed, it is 

childish to talk about the matter. Any 
tnan who has ev'es to see, mxist see that 
Napoleon is in possession of Spain, with tlie 
exceptions ahovAneniioned.——But, we 
are now told, that things are not in the 
most sure state even, at Cadiz. It |ias long 
been pretty evident, that the Cortes were 
not very friendly to the connection with 
England^ and something of this sort is 
now openly stated in our news-papeie. 
As long ago as the afl'air, in which O^ne- 
.Ml Graham was engage d, there appeared 
marks of disunion. The high praises be¬ 
stowed here upon General Graham, while 
the Spanish General Lapena was aecused of 
cowardice or treason by our news-papers, 
must haveHended, as I then said it would, 
to produce ill blood. Tile latter was ac> 
eused, in the most ahtpmlified terms, of 
being a coward or a traitoe; Snd some of 
our journals went so far as to demand hia 
Mk. He has, it seems, been tried ; or, at 
least, bis conduct has undergone an inves¬ 
tigation, the result of which is, it appears, 
."greatly to his honour. We arg told, that, 
in the sittings of the Cortes of the IsA of 
December, “ The Report bf the Military 
•* Commission was read, and also the reso- 
«lotion'of.his Majesty, with regard to the 
*' military conduct of General Lapena at 
f^lhe battle ofChiclana. From these do- 
** cuments it appeared^ that the object of 
"That action was m raise the siege of 
" Cadiz; that General Graham, bfiug 
** questioned by General Lapfna, on account 
" his hwmg retired to the lakt xsith the 
..•f troops qf our af/irs,.relied that kf 

** waited for on cmnver fiom the Ei^tis^ Mi¬ 
ff nistmr, m|feply to a note ivhich he had 


"sent him; and ArTtiwAXDS, ^ the 
" English troops, having suffered thtkh^ could 
" not at that moment dp more than gitttrd i/u • 
" lines for tbe purpose of aiding the ulte- 
" rior operations of the Spanish army., 
" The Report then went on to state, that 
" the Generals who composed the Court 
" of Inquiry were in substance agreed in 
" approving the conduct cf General Lapena, 

" who had not failed tb do every thing 
" dictated by military skill, and a prudent 
" zeal. In conformity to this opiniAn, the 
" Cortes thought it incumbent on them to 
" declare that General Lapena had fultp 
" done his duty on the above day, and ought 
** to be reinstated in his rank. His Majesty 
" has therefore fleclared. that the Coriee 
" ai% satisfied with the military conduct 
" of General Lapena.” This fiction 5f his 
Mtyesty makes one laugh, *fo be sure; 
but, it is clear, at any rate, that the persons 
whom we consider as composing the Spa¬ 
nish govemmmt have declared, that the 
General, whose life was demanded by our 
news-papers, has been declared to nave 
done hjs duty upon the occasion alluded 
to. Now, then, what are .vm to thjtnk ? 
Are we to think, that our former accusa¬ 
tions against General Lapena were true ? 

If so, ^ must conclude, that the declara¬ 
tion of the Cortes is false ; and, if we draw 
that conclusion it will require some little 
ingenuity to assign a cause for the false¬ 
hood, othar than that of a feeling in thq,t 
body decidedly hostile to English connec¬ 
tion. If we are to think, that the’dbclara- 
tion of tbe Gortes is true; what shall we 
be able to say in justification of the terrible 
denunciations ottered i^re against Genp^ 
Lapena ? And, how ar« we to expect, that 
the Spanish officers will ever act cordially 
in co-operation with Ours ?■ ——I t appears 
to me, that this was tbe beeinning of those 
jealooBsp, which seem, at last, to have led 
To soroething very serious. We are told, 
th%t there is now a dispute. Amongst allies 
want qf success is atthost always productive 
of a want of harmolby; and, in addition to 
that cause, there appears to be another at 
work in the Isle of Leon | namely,-a want 
qf money, a most fruitful source of inis- 

underatandiog.--It is pretty generally 

known, that the South' American mines 
have not, of Me, sent much of their trea¬ 
sure to Old Spain ; and, as to internal re¬ 
venue, that is out of the question, the coOn- 
try being in the hands of the French. 
Vet, to keep possession of the Isle of Leon 
demands great sums of money. In this 
Bta^, the Spanish Covemment has, it 

Be? . 
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•eemsi appli^ ^ ow Bnabassador for a 
loan to be raiaed in England of a million 
, sterling, in the same way as the loans were 
raised our augult ally the‘Emperor of 
Germaify, ouivmost faithful Ally, the 

Prince Kegent of Portugal. The Cadiz 
»ews-pa|ier8 speak of the scheme in these 

words ;-“ It appears that the British 

" Ambassador at this Court has sent by the 
English ship of war.ljje Canopus, for 
" the approbation of his Government, tlie 
" plaa of a Provincial Junta for this city, 
" which has already obtained tjie appro- 
" bation of the Supreme Council of Re- 
" genc 3 ' and of the Cortes, respecting a 
" new system that ought to be adopted, in 
" order to provide for idle subsistence of 
" this distrmt'and its defenders. Tlie»prc* 
" sefvatlba of this island, whichiat iirosenl 
" has such fiseightas to the independence 
" of the kingdom, and the hopes of its 
" safely, and t^e avoiding the danger 
" w'hich may ensue from the distress of 
" the soldiers and sailors, in rendering the 
" pface defenceless, notwithstanding all 
its fortihcations, are the objects which 
" th^untaslt^vc had in view in the pro- 
posed plan; the principal poirits of 
" which are as follow :-~-ThoeDtire amount 
“ of the public revenue of thU district shall 
" be deposited in the provinml treasury 
“ of this crty.»A loan for forty tntllioni 
" of reals (about one millran sterling) shall 
be opened, on the part of tlje English 
Governtnenty in favour of the Spanish, 
" under the guarantee or credit which the 
*' former shall giv« the latter*for an equi- 
" valent consiiforation, to be negociated 
o the Junta of this siun, 

four millions sh^l be applied monthly, 
" to increase the revenue of the provincial 
« treasury; but this siun on no account to 
be excecded.w^Both sources of revenue 
" shall be employed solely in payipg the 
" army and navy employed in the •defend 
" of this island, for the hailUary h<»pitals, 

" theYortifications, mdtihe pt^ <^tke D^m. 

ties of the Cortes^ ihe^liegeticy, a^d Seore* 

•• tarics of Iiispatt;lu Bnco, according to 
• the estimate of the Treasm ijr-General, 

" fhe revenue of the district, even withthe 
addition of four raiMions of reals montb- 
" ly, is inadequate for all the objects men* 

*' tioned, the deficiency shall be made up 
" by a (yr and eqfiitable proportion The" 
" distribution shall be verified by the. I«- 
" lendant, aixl the junta shall exorcise its 
" proper jurisdiction i'or the diiecUon of 
" the Provincial Junta, agreeably to the 
" instruction of the Cooacii of Regency of: 


" the 18th of April; and reforms shall he 
" set on foot, in order to establish the moirt 
"rigid economy. The loan shall bere- 
“ deemed in four years by equal pay- 
" ments, for which purpose the Junta sbaU 
"regulate the proper proportions; this 
" district, in a fair proportion with the 
“ other provinces, participating in the pub- 
" lie revenue which accrue from America. 
“ No other contribution shall be imposed 
" on this district. The Junta alone .shall 
" have the power of laying on these im- 
" posts, and also of repaying the different 
sums of the loan, at the appointed pC*. 
" riods. As soon as the English Go- 
" vernment shall have approved of the 
‘Vloan, tills sysftfni is to be immediately 
" carried into execution; but not un- 
" lrs.s the loan can be accomplished.— 
" The Junta, iiotwithstnnding, seeing the 
" absolute want of provisions, duiyng the 
".present month, lor the‘support of the 
" army and gun boats of this district, has 
V undertaken to supply them, being per- 
" suaded that, duringi^e present month, 
" the English Government’s approbatioa 
“ of the loan will be obtained; but with* 
" out carrying the preceding plan info 
" complete execution, till this essential 
" requisite shall be ascertained.*—-The 
piaiu English of this is, that, if we mean 
for the Spanish government to co-operate 
any longer with us, in the defence of th*. 
Island, we must not only' pay ^e ex. 
peaces of that defence, but must also poj/ 
the Deputies of the Coftes and the memkers 
qf the ^emment their salaries! It is • but 
" a loan ;” but who is to repay live money ? 
What will there be ? What is this 

equivalent cons^iikr&tioii,” that tliey talk 
of ? They* will give u.s a mortgage upon 
the mines, perhaps, or upon the revenues 
I of Old Spain. But, how are they to eim* 

; hlc us to get that mortgage paid off, ta tb 
seise in case of non-payment f. Those pos. 
ses«roas are in the hand.s of third parties. 
They might as well offer us a mortgage 
I upon an y parfof the Moon. It is, there- 
j fore, idle to call it a loan. It,is a sum of 
money demanded jis being necessary to 
the dei’ence of a place, which is, as the 
'Spaniards think, ustful to «« •—~If we 
wanted any proof of the Frencli being, in 
fact, the masters of Spain, here we have 
it; fer, wjiat is being master of a country,' 
if hcifig ma^^er of all its revenue is not ? 
—It hag been often said that iwo 
% batiks f 

and, jf that bte r^aTly the ca«b> 
appear fo be. soma ' 



Ij JANUARY ♦, 

^atld. At any rate, the language of 
•k thla statenient ia moeb too clear to leave 
any doubt, that, if the Island is to he 
defended any longer, we must bear the 
whole of the expence of such defence, 
and pay all the members of the govern* 
ment into the bargain.—*-I think, that 
there can be no^ doubt, that the Spanish 
government has, ^ last, spoken in pretty 
plain language. They have had now a 
good deal of experience; and they are 
able to niake*lheir choice. By refusing 
them the money, we should, 1 have non 
'doitbt, 8000 produce that edect which 1 
bare long been expecting. But, what 
are we to gain by giving them ih^ 
money? We may have their name to 
make use of for seme time longer; but that 
appears to me to be all; for, as to what 
they do towards the defence of the island, 

. it'is, 1 intagine, little or nothing. They 
themselves are to have their mlaries paid 
out of it, it seems. That looks very ugly; 
ter, if they really aunt that, they arc ottrs* 
and do not belong ra the people of Spain. 
We bad poor sovereigns to maintain be¬ 
fore ; but to have the whole goverament 

to pay is rather too much.-Buonaparte 

has, tor many years, been blamed dor 
every thing done, or said, against us, no 
matter by whom. It was he who seduced 
the Emperor of Austria; it was he who 
put woids into the mouth of the Emperor 
of Rusijih. Oh! he is a coaxing little 
rogue! But, who would have thought of 
his being at the bottom of this proposition 
for a loan upon us ? Yet, this is the con¬ 
jecture of tliat sagacious personage, who 
conducts the Times news-paper, who lays 
ail the fault upon him, an^ tweit insi- 
nu^es, ihct the money is mtmded to go into 
hit pocket.' The passage 1 allude to is as 

follows :-" Our readers will perceive 

** in another part of the paper the plan 
“ of a Loan, whereby this Government 
" is to accommodate that at Cadiz, of 
“ rather a new Local Administration there, 

“ with a considerable sum of money, to 
" be applied to the preservation of the i 
” City and of the Isle of Leon. This sab- i 
" ject is the more to be noted now, ioas- 
“ much as it is reported to have given oc- 1 
" casion to the dispi^tes between Mr. 

** Wellesley and the Spanish Author.v 
** ties. The plan itself, whetlier'it shall 
** be ever executed or not, i8*saij^, how- 
** ever, to haTe been transmitted tp Eng- 
■" land for dl>e approbatlofi ‘of onr‘ mi- 
" nisten^ they may determine *is 

*• uncertaifu^Tht Spaniards \vill arecol- 
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•' lect he«F large a force era already n»in- 
" tain at Cadiz, for the preaervatk)il of 
“ the placet; and .thd real frieada to the 
" independence of Spain in genefal, that 
" is, among the Spaniards themselves, 

" most feel averse to any propd&itiou of 
" imposing fresh burthens upon England^ 

" It should be considered how much it is 
" the interest of t{ie enemy to prompt An 
“ secret partiums to make huge demands 
upon us, in the name of Spain, wivh the 
" hope of exciting disgust among us. 

“ Whatever one gallant nation can do lor 
" another in distress, w'e have done, and 
" shall continue to do; but we most not 
“ subject ourselves to the importunities'qf 
" Bwnapani himself, through‘the medium 
of those ^>miards whom he has been 
“ enable to seduce fi om their country's cause. 

“ We do not mean to apply these ubserva- 
** lions to the case specifically before us, 

" but generally, to our w^ole intercourse 
with the inhabitants of the Peninsula.” 
——Here is a very broad insinuatioa, that 
the demand has been made at the instiga¬ 
tion of Buonaparte; and here^is a clear 
admission that he has some 'partizans in 
the government of Spain; because it is 
by Uie government that the demand on us 
has been made. Partisans / And, is it 
come to this at last ? But, why'not? it is 
always so. W^henever any thing is said 
or done contrai'y to the wish of our go¬ 
vernment by any body, in any place, at* 
home of abroad, the parties are always, 
they are invarfably, accused of being th* 
partisans or emissaries of Buonap.irte. 
If any man in England says a word find" 
ing fault of the goveri^ent, no matter 
about what, he is an emissary of Buona¬ 
parte. If a man complain of a surcharge, 
be is an emissary of Buonaparte. Complain 
of the treatment of the sohliers, yosa are ait 
enti8sary'’*of Buonaparte. Complain, as 
some do, that enough is not done against 
Franfcc, you are an esp^'sary of Buonaparte. 
Pointouithe means of rendering this coun¬ 
try secHt;p against Buonaparte, and you are 
one of his emissaries), There is no such 
thing as escaping this charge, if you open 
your lips against any act of the govern¬ 
ment, or any person in potver. Those 
who stirred the rpatlers agahtst the Duke 
ofcYork were emissaries ftf Baonapane; 
and those,who made motions almut sne 
sale of seats in the House of tlommons; 
they were his decided emissaries. Call 
*for the abolition * of a sinecure place, 
and, you are 3n emissary of Buonaparte, 
and you are still a worse emissary, if you 
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of Naples (Sicily I should say) has long 
been accused by ouf venal writers of being 
a partittm of Buonaparte j and, now, it 
seems, the same charge is to be laid 
agatn^ 'part, at least, of the government 
of Spain; that government which was 
once so loudly cried up, and in which we 
were told to look for every thing brave, 
wise, and just.——W€ are an unfortunate 
notiop in our connections at least, whom 
wc generally find, in the end, to be parti¬ 
sans of our enemy. We ai% continually 
told of his rapacitj’and tyranny, ofi his 
perfidy towards his allies, of his cruelty to 
alTwho fall under his grasp ; and yet he 
has partizans! We state ourselves jto be 
tbe«reverse of him in all respects, mode¬ 
rate in our^desires, mild in our sway, faith¬ 
ful to our allies, humane towards all the 
world; and yet there are people, and 
even exalted people too, partizans of him 
against us.' Really we are too good to 
live in this wicked world. We are too 

good: the world is not worthy of us.- 

It is a favj^urite idea, that we are to be 
thd^ltpercrs'of Europe; but what sort of 
progress are we making in this work in 
Spain ? Where is now Mr. Qanning’s 
" universal Spanish Nation f* It is nearly 
all in the'island of Leon, and stands in 
need of money from England to defend 
it. This result was, however, easy to 
*fore8ee. It was, from the first,* as clear as 
day light, that, if the Spanish cause did 
not become the .cause of freedom, it would 
fail; because there was no other object 
worth contending for. I do not know, 
that the state ofi^ciety in Spain was such 
as to encourage the hope of the people 
taking up arms in the cause of freedom, 
but it was very obvious, that, if they did 
not take up armk for that, they would not 
take them up for auy thing efse. We 
hear a great deal of talk about the liberties 
and ind^fendence of^ain ; but, these are 
mere words; mereoiBipty sounds. Liberty 
is a thing that eviry man updejfstands; 
he feels that it is something valuable to 
him ; |u»d, if he does not see that he is to 
get any thing better under Ferdinand than 
under Joseph, why sboold he venture his 
life in the quarrel 7 He wyi, in such a case, 
naturally be on* the side of the strongest, 
and thus have we seen the gr^t body of 
the Spaniards from the beginning to the 
present day.——/»<^ndence / And, what 
is independence 7 Wbkt does it mean 7 
Why, as applied to nations^t means that 
henourable atate, in which a nation is 


placed^ When it is not at the nod and does 
not stand in awe of any otbernation. Bat, 
what did the people of Spain know of thk. 

1 question much whether it would be in 
the power of the roost able expositor to 
make them understand the meaning of the 
word. What is independence to a wretch¬ 
ed being, whose dinner is an earthen pip¬ 
kin of chesnuts and wbpse bed is a hand¬ 
ful of rushes, heath, or stubble 7 For men 
to fight for national independence, tliey 
must nut only know what ft means; but 
emust also feel that they possess something 
that it would be painful to lose. They 
must have a conviction in their minds, 
that the conqueai of their country would 
make thrir lot worse than it is. Without 
this conviction ail the rattling artillery of 
words is of no use. A wretched rabble 
may now and then be stirred up by na¬ 
tional antipathy or by, religious Iseal and 
fury ; but, the steady efibrts, necessary 
for the defence of a nation, were never 
yet produced without a^ onviction of their 
tending to better the i'/ft of the people or 
to prevent it from becoming worse. It 
was this conviction which rouzed and ani¬ 
mated the Freifch people at the out-set of 
the.Anti Jacobin war. Stories «vere toU 
about giving their armies brandy and 
{Slaying the Marseiiois hymn to them in 
the heat of battle. But, it was the convih- 
tion, of which I am speaking, that was the 
brandy that gained the victories'qver the 
enemies of France. , Of this brandy the 
poor Spaniards have not yet had a taste ; 
and that is the true cause of the French 
being masters nf Spain.——How this loan 
project may end t shall i>ot preuuid to 
foretell; hut, I will venture one conjecture, 
and that is, that, if the Spanish govern¬ 
ment insist upon the loan, and we refuse 
it, there will very soon be an end to any 
thing like war in Spain; and then we shall 
see the same writers who, a. little while 
ago, recofumended a seizure of the Island 
of Sicily, alsoaccummend iheseizmeof ihe 
Island of Leon; nor should 1 at all wonder 
to hear them assert the measure ^lo be ab- ' 
solutely ntcessary to the inlleptndence of 
that.Island. 

Ameiucan States. -1 now resutoe 

wjtere I left oft’ in my last, when 1 pio- 
posed t(f offer some observations upon tlte 
American Correspondence as relaitug to 
the occt^aftcwt of the Floridas, and to the 
‘ Orders in Wuncsl.-i——This letter subject 
haff, however, been so fully d^uss^, that, 
really,«therd remaina iiotbij% to beltaiii - 
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tipon it; eiipecially after the powication 
irt’the correspondence between oar Secre¬ 
tary of Slate for foreign affairs, I^rd Wel- 
: tesfey, and the American Minister, Mr. 

I Pinckney, which I shall endeavour to get 
into this Number, and to which I beseedi the 
attention of the reader.——There are but 
fwo letters for him to read ; but these two 
are quite enouglv I have read a great 
many diplomatic letters in my time ; but, 
such a letter^ as Mr. Pinckney’s I cer¬ 
tainly never read. It is a model for men 
who have to conduct dis'putes of this sort. 
It is a masterpiece of reasoning, and the 
style and manner are equal to the argu- 
nienlativ'e powers dispia^'ed. Mr. Pinclj- 
ney seems to have laid aside the lawyer 
for this once, and to have resolved to 
write like a statesman and a patriot. I 
never read so good a letter; but, I must 
confess, that, as I read it, the justice pf 
the case was more than once lost in feel¬ 
ing for my country. The contrast is, in 
all respects, so g^t, that no compari.son 
can be made; though it is but justice to 
Lord Wellesley to say, that his adversary 
had all the advantages belonging to a 
good cause. The answer of the Repub¬ 
lican is, in many in.stances, sharp and sa¬ 
tirical; but he no where loses sight of dig¬ 
nity, and these qualities united are very 
rarely to be met in any writing whatever. 

- .The question relating to the Fioridas 

is new.;' arid it is as neat and snug a dis¬ 
pute, take it altogether, as we ever got 
into„ the dispute about Nootka Sound er 
about the opening of the Scheldt not ex¬ 
cepted.'-The case is this: 'fhe reader 

knows, that the Floridss are two provinces 
in North America, which ttre (or^ rtthwr, 
were) colonies of Spain; that they lie on 
the south of Georgia, the southermost 
State of the Lniuii, that they form the 
southermost end of that chain of coast, 
which, 1,400 miles in length, extends 
from the bay of Punday to the* gulphsof 
Mexico, and that, with these in their pos¬ 
session, the United States would be ma.s- 
ters of ffie jvhole of that chain of coast. 
Let the reader, who forgets where the 
Fioridas are (and, God knows, that the 
events of the last 18 years arp enough to 
drive it out of his recollection) imagine 
himself possessed of a piece of l^nd lying 
by the side of a common (hi^bouse in the 
middle}, thirteen acres in his oyn hands, 
and one acre, at the end, iii the bapds 
another person, and be ArSnting only jhat 
one acae iotnake his parcel complete, and 
lo guard against depredaticns, the 


common right being partly attacbed to 
that one acre; and then be will have, in 
that acre, a» tolerably«correct idea-of the 
Fioridas in their hearing upon the Ame¬ 
rican States.-Now, then, the Florida*, 

or, rather, Florida, is divided into two, 
the one called We.st and the otl^r East 
Florida, the formerextending back to Lou¬ 
isiana towards the West,ihe latter bound¬ 
ed by the Atlantic Ocean to tbe East, 
both bounded to the North by Georgia 
and to the South by theGulpb of Mexico. 
-'I'he United States have taken pos¬ 
session of both.-1 have said before, 

that they were colonies of Spain. There¬ 
fore, Mr. Foster^ our Minister now'•in 
Amqfica, had scarcely taken time to 
eat bis first dish of ham and fried eggs, 
when he began to complain ct&tbese inva¬ 
sions. He had an uphill battle to fight 
about the Orders in Council, and this 
complaint about tbe Fioridas appears to 
have been looked upon as a sort of set-off 
or make-weight in tbe negociation. * In 
short, he makes a regular and formal 
complaint, in the name of jhe Prince 
Regent (in behalf of His 'Majesty), of 
the occupation of the Fioridas by the 
American Stales. He says, that there' 
exists between England and Spain the 
most strict and friendly alliance; that 
Spain is contending for her liberties and 
independence against a most urqust and 
wicked^inv’asion ; that the Prince RegenC 
cannot view with indifference anyettempt 
to deprive hei*of her territories; and that it 
is indicative of ungeiieroos and greedy 
ambition to make such an attempt at such 

a time.-Jonathan cdklly answers, that, 

in the first place, he does not acknowledge 
the right of England to interfere at all in 
any of his concerns with Spain; he passes 
over in^ silence ail that is said about the 
wlckednlss of tbe French in invading 
Spain; he tays, that though he has seen 
oMef noiions guiltw .of ungenerous and 
greedy ambition, lie^rdiMilainas all such 
motives,; and, that, tlibugh Bagland has 
no sort of right to call upon him for any 
expiaiiation of> his conduct toward* a third 
power, he will, to shew how sincerely he. 
is disposed to cillliVate harmony, volun¬ 
tarily give such explanation with regard 
tb the Fioridas. And thus, in brief, he 
gives it.t " —' -H e says, that, as to one part 
of Florida, it is his own, he having bought 
t of France, to whom it had been ceded 
by Spain, and that, therefore, he takes 
possession oT that in full right. Tliat, as 
to the other part| he has taken possession 
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of it as a seci^tty for a debt, due by Spain 
to tht! people of the United States. As to 
this last claim, it ^is alledg|d, by Mr. 
Monrof;^ that Spain, Several years ago, 
coitiiiiitted great spoliations upon the com¬ 
merce of,America; that the latter made 
applici^tion for payment for these; that a 
cession of the Spianish part of Florida 
Itad been proposed as a compen-saiioti to 
Aniericii; but tfiat negociation was 
]>ut an end to by those tfoubles in Spain 
tvhicif led to the struggle now going on in 
that ceontrv. Therefore, ij^y the Ame¬ 
ricans, wo hold this ttri'itory as a security 
for tiie paynunt of the debt due to us from 
Sjic iii. This is very fair ground, sup¬ 
posing all the facts to be true; for, one 
nation has ceftainly as good a riglrt to 
sciise the lagd of another as that other has 
to seize its sliips and merchandize. *Tlie 
seizure of tl)^ Floridas, as far as they be¬ 
long to Spain, is,» in *his case, an act of re¬ 
taliation fully justified by reason as well 
as Uy the usages of nations; and, it is the 
Jess to be blamed as coming so late ; for, 
it appears from Mr. Monroe’s statement, 
that the AiSerican blatcs were endeavour- 
jng, for a long time, to obtain by nego- 
ciation that which they were at any mo¬ 
ment, able to .secure by force.-JJut, 

the question presents itself in a point of 
view much more interesting tlian this, 
when Mj'. Monroe comes to talk of third 
foivcrs, and the necessity there teas of pre¬ 
venting^ (tny third papier from takhv^ posses¬ 
sion of the terricoty in question.-——'I'he 
cente.st in Spain was from the first, a very 
interesting one to the American States ; 
for, if it ended iij^the placing of a Buo¬ 
naparte upon the throne, or in the subju¬ 
gation of Spain by France, and the an¬ 
nexation of it to the French empire ; then 
Florida became a colony of France, and 
placed a most formidable power ah one «f 
the flanks of the American States, which 
they could not look forward to without 
alJlrm. If France w%a foiled in her at^ 
tempts npon i>pam>!fit was evident, that, 
considering the situation of Ferdinand 
VII. and other circnmstances, Spain would 
be wholly dependent upon.England, and 
the probabilities were that the latter would 
obuin from her some col^oial cession in 
repayment of iotms or of services* and thaS, 
atany rate, the Spanish governmhQt would, 
iti all its acts, become subservient to Eng- 
iaiid. Besides, if Napoleon did obtain 
the complete sovereignty of Spain, it was 
not to be doubted, that Engiand, having 
the command of the sea, would prevent 


him frdhi obtmning possession of the co> 
lutfies of Spain ; and, it was naturally tb 
be expected, that, under colour of pre¬ 
serving Florida to its rightful sovereign, 
England would have taken possession of 
it, if Napoleon became wholly master of 

old Spain.--^Ibus, eiid in what way it 

would, the struggle in Old Spain threaten¬ 
ed the American States vCith a dangerous 
neighbour, and which neighbour, there¬ 
fore, they were, it seems, resolved not to 
have. They w'ould have disliked us for 
peighbours more*than the French; but 
they resolved to have neither. From the 
Old, feeble, crazy govcinmeul of Spain 
they hud nothin};^ lo dread ; but they had 
riiuch to dread trom France and more to 
dread from us. Tiicrefore, they resolved 
to be before hand, knowing, that, amongst 
nations a.s well as amongst individuals, pos- 
se.ssion is nine points out of ten in any dis¬ 
pute.-But, after allT it may he a ques¬ 

tion Ivow far the Amencan Stales would 
have been jiistified iitup^iaking possc.sston 
of the Flofitias merely upon view ing the 
situation of Old Spam. Wliat is that si¬ 
tuation 4 Why, the Old King of Spain, 
the only sovcrtigii of Spain that the Ame¬ 
rican States liave ever atUiiowledgcd, has, 
in our view of the mattei, been succeeded 
his son, in w hose name tin*, ilegency 
of Spain is acting. This Old King denies 
that his son has any lawful viuthority as 
sovereign of Spain. And, both of them 
have abdicated their.rights in favour of 
Buonaparte, who has the persontTof both 
in his possession. Mow, under these cir¬ 
cumstances, hoty are the Americans to be 
supposed to pay arty rr garti to any of the 
acts of thy Regency or Cories of Spain, 
who have coniroul over scarcely any part 
of Spain, where, indeed, there i.s a Buo¬ 
naparte reigning in virtue of the abdica- 
tiun of the Old family ? How are the Ame¬ 
ricans to know who w'lll fitialiy be «o- 
vyeigu o4' Spain ? It appears to me, that, 
agreeably to every principle of public law, 
they are at full liberty to choose whether 
they will acknowletlge any sovftretgiv in 
Spain, except the Old King, a*s long as he 
shall live. They have a right, of course, to 
consider any other power as power usurped, 
or assumed by con^picst; anri, be it ob¬ 
served, that the right of conquest, though 
perfect, hs far as actual force extends, can¬ 
not give an J right to territory not ontmliy 
conijuerea. Buonaparte, if he-conquer 
^Spain', will.llaw?* a*right to Spain, as we 
bafe to Martinico and Javi ; but, con- 
questof Spain will give him no title to 
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Florida. To have art equal righl to that 
bo must first actually gain possession of it 
by conquest.——Therefore, if Buonaparte 
were even to leniier the Americans pay¬ 
ment of the debt due to them from Spain, 
they would have solid grounds (orohject- 
ing to deliver Tlorida up to him. They 
would have ^(jually solid ground for re¬ 
fusing to deliver it op to us or to llje new 
guvei nrnent in .'?pain ; and, in short, un¬ 
less the old king, or hia linciil descendant, 
be re-estahli^X fl upon tiie throne oi Spain, 
and actually goveruinj^ that country, 
Americans have always good ground 
w hereon to resist anv rienifui'l of a relin¬ 
quishment of the territory in q'lestion. 
•——'1 he Ainenean government haVe 
avoided touching upon these points ; but, 
they give us clearly to uridersiand, that 
they will sutler no iliirUpoivtr lo set a foot 
''in I'loTuia. And, really, it does seem 
wotnierful, that our Ministers should hot 
have iore.secn this; that they*should have 
imagined, that Americans would fte 
induced by tlu* remonstrances to give 
up so Huiiorlant an object, a thing in 
which llieir peace and safety are so deeply 
invoivetl. What do the Americans know 
about ogr alh.mce with Spain? What do 
they kiuivv about the Spanish Regency 
and Cortes ? tVe say that these are rtte 
Viglnfiil rulers of Spain and that the 
Spanish colonie.s are under their controul; 
but, the Amoiit ans have never said so; 
tiiey have never, acknowledged Rerdi- 
naiHl ; they may have iio failli in that po¬ 
litical traiisiibstantiation which makes 
Ferdinand’present at Cadus and in France 
at the sanie time; tjteirs may be a more 
narrow belief than ours; and,aevcn if they 
saw Ferdinand at Cadiz, tbey see Joseph 
at Madrid with more of the people of 
Spain on his side tlian there would be on 
the side of his rival. If, in^ked, the peo¬ 
ple of Spaiii bad assumed the government j 
of their country ; if they had made ,war 
against Napoleon in their oicv, name j then 
the Americans might have been a little 
puzaled for grounds w hereon to take and 
keep possession of thuFloridas, unless the 
people of Florida had chosen ta unite 
themselves to the States; but, as things 
now stand, the groqpds of jusUficatiuri are 
so clear as not to admit of disputation, 
except for disputation sake.^ 

FiticE OF Bread. -1 ani*not one of 

those who have mu^h tipin*i«n of what are 
called substitutes in times of dearth,'since 
uU thefaod wiU be eaten in one shape or ano- 


(her, and, therefore, the change pc shape 
amount^,'generally, to no more than rob¬ 
bing Peter to pay ^aill. Yet, there are • 
cases, when it may be useful to ^now bow 
other materials besides whe at may ba» 
made to assist in the making of ^read, that 
being the article of food in mi^it gene¬ 
ral use. 1 will, for this reason, give an 
account of what has been done in the ap¬ 
plication of rice to this’ [lurpcse by a Mr. 
Cates, a Baker at Peckbaui, at the sugges¬ 
tion and with the friendly assistance of 
Mr. Timothy Brown, I speak from exp*- 
vj^nce ; I have ibe bread regularly; it is 
as good if not better than the coniDiOii 
baker’s bread ; and it is fwo-pence im the 
(juanern touf cheaper. The vice is rto( 
gremnd, but dissolved in cold water. There 
appears »> be no difficulty in the process ; 
and this is certainly one way in which it 
may be used to advantage. About one 
pound of i ICC to three of flour is the quan¬ 
tity used.-1 am aware that the whole 

quantity of rice in the kingdom i« not 
great, and 1 am also aware, thvi, il' 
not eaten in the shape of bread, the 
rice would be eaten in somd* other way • 
but, there are cases, in which this sort of 
application may be of utility, and it is a fact 
worth knowing, that the bread thus com¬ 
posed, while it is full as good, not only 
can be, but actually is, sold, at a price one 
ninth below that of the common baker’s 
bread. * * 

• COBIpTT. 

Stale Prum, Nexi^ate, Friday, 

5d January, 1812. 

AMER1CA>% STA fEri. 

Orders in t^ouxciL. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. July 3, 1811. 

(Continued from Vol, 20, p. S32.J 
•This fact w'ln not be sutleied to remain in 
doubt; and if the repeal of the orders in 
cduncil should tal^t; place, the uUeiuion of 
his Majesty's goiKjfnmfenl respecting the 
block|ide of May, iibOO, will be notified at 
the same time.—1 need not recapitulate to« 
i you the sentiments of his Alajesty’s go¬ 
vernment, s(i,often repealed, on the subject 
of the French vninister’s note to CTcneral 
Armstrong, d»ted the tith of last August. 

’ The studied ambiguity iff that note lias .since 
been agtply explained by the coii.iuct and 
language of the government of France ; of 
which one of the most rciuaikable in¬ 
stances is to be*found in the speech of the 
chief of the French guveriniieiu, on the 
17 lh of last mogth, to cerlain deputies from 
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the free citiei of Hamburgh, Bremen, arid 
Lubeck; wherein he declares, that the 
' Berlin end Milan tfe'crces shall be the 
public code of France as long as England 
•maintains her orders in council of 1806 
and J807.« Thus pronouncing as plainly 
as language will admit, that the system of 
violence and injustice of which he is the 
founder, will be maintained by him until 
the oflensive measuro* of retaliation to 
which they gave ri-^e on ilie part of Great 
Britain’shall be abaiuloned. —If other 
proofs were necessary to shtw the con¬ 
tinued existence of those obnoxious ds- 
crees, they may be discovered in the itn- 
perfAl edict, dated at Vontainbleau, in 
Oct. I!», ISlO-^-that monstrous produc^on 
of violence, in which they are made the 
basis of a sysitein of general and unex¬ 
ampled tyranny and oppression over all 
countries subject to, allied with, or within 
the reach of the power of France ; in the 
report of the French minister for foreign 
affaim, dated last December, and in the 
letter of the French minister of justice to 
the president of the council of prizes. To 
this latter, bir,' 1 would wish particularly 
to invite y4>ur attention : the date is the 
25th Dec. the authority it comes from most 
unquestionable, and you will there find. 
Sir, the Dulife of Massa, in giving his in¬ 
structions to the council of prizes, in con¬ 
sequence tjf the President of the United 
Srtiies’ proclamation of Nov. 3, inosj cau¬ 
tiously avoiding to ai^iert that the French 
decrees were repealed, and ascribing not 
to such repeal, but to the ahnbiguons pas¬ 
sage which he quotes at length from M. 
Chauijtagny’s letteC of Aug. 5, the new 
aitiiude taken by America; and you vi'ill 
also find an evidence in the same letter of 
the continued capture of American ships 
after Nov. and under the Berlin and .Milan 
decrees, havitig been cnnlemplatcd'by the" 
French goverimuinl, since there is a spe- 
ciaLdirection given for^judgment on such 
ships being 8U.spendedf;fn consequence of 
the Auiei icati proclamation, and foistheir 
•being kept as pledges for its eivibrcement. 
— Can ihdn. Sir, these decrees be said to 
have been repealed at the persod when the 
proclamation of the President of the United 
States appeared, or when Antfericaenforced 
her Non-importaiTon Act against Great 
Britain? Are tiny so at this nmmeht? 
To the first quesVton, the state papers 
which I have referred to, appear to give a 
sufficient answer : for, even supposing that 
the repeal has since taken place, it is clear 
that on November 3fd, there was no ques¬ 


tion as tb that not being then the casO| 
the capture of the ship New-Orleane 
Packet seized at Bordeaux, and the Grace- 
Ann-Grecn, seized at or carried into Mar¬ 
seilles, being cases arising under the 
{'icnch decrees of Iterliii and Milan as is 
very evident. GreatBritain might therefore 
complain of being treater! with injustice 
by America, even supposi,ing that the con¬ 
duct of France had since been unequivo¬ 
cal.—America contends, that, the French 
decrees are revnked as it respects her 
ships upon the hi*ghsea.<i; and you, Sir, 
inform me, that the only tw© American 
ships taken under their mariiime operation, 
as you are pleased to term it, since Nov. 
I, ‘have been restored; but may they not 
have been restored in consequence of the 
satisfaction felt in France at the passing 
of the Non-importation Act in the Ame¬ 
rican Congres-s, an event so little to be 
expected; for, otherwise, having been 
c^tured in direct contradiction to the 
supposed revocation, w^^•■" were they not 
restored immediately ?—The fears ol the 
French navy, however, prevent many 
cases of Ihe kind occurring on the ocean 
under the decries of Berlin and Milan ; 
but the most obnoxious and de.itructive 
parts of those decrees are exercised with 
full violence, not only in the ports of 
France, but in those of all other countries 
to which France thinks she can commit 
injustice with impunity.—Great Britain 
has a right to complain that neutral na¬ 
tions should overlook the very worst fea¬ 
tures of those extraordinary .acts, and 
should sofier their trade to be made a 
medium of an unprecedented, violent, and 
monstrous system of attack upon her re¬ 
sources ; a species of warfare unattempted 
by any civili.sed nation before the present 
period. Not only has America suffered 
her trade t#be moulded into’.the means 
of annoyance to Great Britain under the 
provisions of the French decrees ; but, as 
construing tho.iC decrees as extinct upon a 
deceitful declaration of the French Cabi¬ 
net, .ihe has enforced her Non-iqipertation 
Act against Great Britain.-—Under these 
circumstances, 1 am instructed by my 
Government, to urge to that of the United 
States, the injustice ofr thus enforcing that 
AcPagaiiift his Majesty’s dominions; and 
I cannot butj|?ope that a spirit of justice 
will indu« the United States’ Govern- 
rgent to re-coQsider the line of conduct 
they Jiavc pufsue8,*and at leastto rc*e8t®b* 
iish their formpr state of strict n«utraMty^—i 
I have oifly to add. Sir, that on nty part. 
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1 shdl ever be ready to meet yoe on any 
opening which may seem to afford a pros¬ 
pect of restoring complete harmony be¬ 
tween the two countries, and that it will j 
mt all times give me the greatest satisfac¬ 
tion to treat with you on the important 
concerns so interesting to both. 

Mr, FoUer to Mr. Monroe, July 11 , 181 1 . 

• 

Sir,—In consequence of our conversa¬ 
tion of yestjrday, and the observations 
which you made respecting that part of 
my letter to you of the instant, wherein 
I have alluded to the principle on which 
his Majesty’s Orders in Council were ori¬ 
ginally founded, I think it right to explain 
myself, in order to prevent any possible 
mistake as to the present situation of neu¬ 
tral trade with his Majesty’s enemies.—It 
will only be necessary for me to repeat 
what fias already, long since, been ;in • 
nouDced to the American Government, 
namely, that his Majesty’s Order in Coun¬ 
cil, of April 2^1809, superseded tho'se 
of November, 1 807, and relieved the 
system of retaliation adopted by his Ma¬ 
jesty against his enemies from What was 
considered in this country as the most ob- 
jecUonable part of it,—the option given to 
neutrals to trade with the enemies of Great 
Britain through British ports on payment 
‘of a transit duty.—This explanation, Sir, 
will, I trust, be sufficient to do away any 
impression that you may have received to 
the contrary from my observations respect¬ 
ing the effects whicli his Majesty’s Orders 
in Council originally had on the trade of 
neutral nations. Thosembservations were 
merely meant as pneliminary to a consi¬ 
deration of the question iiftw *01 issue be¬ 
tween the two countries. 

Mr, Monroe to Mr. Foster, July 23, 1811. 

Sir,—-1 have submitted to the President 
your several letters of the 3d and 16th of 
this month, relative to the BAtish orders 
in council, and the blockade of May, 
1806; and I have now the honour to com¬ 
municate to you his sentiments on the view 
which you have presented of those mea¬ 
sures of your government.—It was-hoped 
that your communication would have led 
to an immediate accommodation of the 
differences subsisting between our ceon- 
tries, on the ground on wlycb*alone it is 
possible to meet you. It is regf’etted that 
you have confined yourself to a vindic|^- 
tion of those mea$Are%*w1iich produced 
some ^f them.—The United States are as 
Uttle disposed now a« herelofort to enter 


into the question concerning tbo priority 
of aggression by the two belligerents, 
which couid not l^e 5ustified by either by 
the priority of those of tlie other; butai 
you bring forward that plea in support of* 
the orders in council, I must he* permitted 
to remark, that you have yourself furnish¬ 
ed a conclusive answer to it, by admitting 
that the blockade of May, 1806, which 
was prior to the tfrst of the French decrees, 
would not be legal, unless supported 
through the whole extent of the coast 
from the Elbe to Brest by an adequate 
naval force. That such a naval force was 
actually applied and continued in the re¬ 
quisite 5trictnes.s until that blockade *was 
cornprised in and superseded by the orders 
of November of the following year, or 
even until the French dccieskof the same 
year, will not, 1 presume, be alleged.— 
But waving this question of priority, can it 
be seen without both surprise and regret, 
that it is still contended that the orders in 
council are justified by the princiffle of 
retaliation, and that this principle is 
strengthened by the inability, of France to 
enforce her decrees. A reialiation is in its 
name, and iu c.sstniial character, a return¬ 
ing iilae for like. Is tlie deadly blow of the 
orders in council against one half of our 
commerce, a return of like for like to an 
empty threat in the French decrees against 
the other half? It may be a ^vindicative 
hostility, as far as its effects fall on rtie 
enemy: but when falling on a neutral, 
who on no pretext can be liable for more 
than the measure of injurv received 
through such neutral, it would not be a 
retaliation, but a po.s8ive wrong, by the 
plea on which it is founded.—It is to be 
farther remarked, that the orders in coun* 
cil went even beyond the plea, such as 
this as appeared to be, in extending its 
^aperatibn against the trade of the United 
States, with nations which, like Russia, 
had not adopted tho Frendi decrees, and 
with ail nations whhdt had merely exclud¬ 
ed thg British ffagi^an exclusion result¬ 
ing as matter of course with respect to ' 
whatever nation Great Britain idiglit hap¬ 
pen to be atiSiijsmr.—I am far from viewing 
the modificati^ originally contained in 
these orderSfSwhich permits neutrals to 
prosecute their trade with the Continent 
througiv Great Britain, in the favourable 
light in which you represent it. It is im¬ 
possible to proceed to notice the effect of 
this modification, without expre.ssing our 
astonishment at the extravagance of the 
political pretension set up by it; a preten- 
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sion which is utterly incumpatihle with 
the sovereignly and independence of other 

* states. ,lii a commenL'iai view i# i.'* not less 
ohjc'c'tiotiiibie, as it cannot tail to prove 

• rlesirnctive to m^utral commerce. As an 
enctny, Cireai llritain cannot trade with 
France. Nor ‘does Fiance permit a neu¬ 
tral to come into her ports from Great 
Britain. The attempt of Great Britain to 
force our trade thruugiih' her poits would 
have therefore the commercial effect of 
depriving the Uii'tt'i M.iies altogether of 
the market d her enemy for •heir produc¬ 
tions, and of destroy iitg their value in l^r 
market Ity a stircharge of it. Heretofore 
it h«s been (lie n>3ge of belligerent nations 
to carry oj» llwiir trade through the inter- 
veijtio^n of neutrals; and this had the "be- 
neficial elFect^of extending to tl*e former 
the advantages' of peace, while .suirering 
under the calamities of vvar. To reverse 
the rule, and to etftend to nations at peace 
the calamities of war, is a change as novel 
and •x'.raoidinary, as it is at variance with 
justice and public law.—Against this un¬ 
just system, the United States entered, at 
an early period, tbeir solemn protest. 
They cons'uicied it their duty to evince to 
the world '.heir Iiigh disapprobaliog of it, 
and they iiave d.me so l>y such acts as 
were deenunl nuist crmsisleiit wdth I he 
rights ‘aiui the policy of the nation. Ke- 
mole from the contentious scene which 
desolates Europe, it has been their uniform 
object to avoid becoming a party tb the 
war. With this view they l«ve endea¬ 
voured to cultivate friendship with both 
parties by a system of conduct which 
ought to have proutsced (hat effect. They 
have done justice to each party in every 
transaction in which they have been sepa¬ 
rately engaged with it. They have ob¬ 
served the imparliality vtbich was due to 
both as belligerents .standing on* cqaal* 
ground, having in no instance given a 
prrtici tiice to eitlier at^tiie expence of the 
other They have borne, too, with equal 
indulgence injuries fifora both; Jjcing 

•willing, while it was possible to impute 
thei'i !o c'rfsualties inseparable from a cause 
of vvar, and not to a deliberaj^ intention tQ 
violate their rights; and i^ven when that 
intention could not be mistalten, they have 
not lo.st sigh! of ih#ultiaiate objet^ of their 
policy. In the measures to whiqh they 
have been compelled to resort, they have 
in all respects maintained jpacific relations 
with both parlies. The alternative pre¬ 
sented by tbeir late acts, wsBj referred 
equally to both* and could operate on 


neither no longer than it should per^vere 
in its aggressions on our neutral rigbtp; 
The embargo and non-intercourse were 
peaceful measures. The regulations which 
they imposed on our trade were such M 
any nation might adopt in peace or war, 
without oflence to any other nation. The 
non-importation is of the same character j 
and if it makes a distincti^ at this time in 
its operation between the belligerents, it 
necessarily results from a compliance of 
one with the offer made to both, and which 
still open to the dotnpliance of the otlrer. 
—In the discussions which have taken 
place on the subject of the Orders in Coun¬ 
cil and blockade o/.May 1806, the British 
Governmeiit, in conformity to the prin¬ 
ciple on which the Orders in Council are 
said to be founded, declared, that they 
should cease to operate as soon as France 
revoked her edicts. It was stated, also, 
tha*t the British government would proceed 
par passu, with the government of France, 
irf the revocation of Iw edicts. I will 
proceed to shew that fbe obligation on 
Great Britain to revoke lier orders is com¬ 
plete, acaording to her own engagements, 
am! that the revocation ought not to be 
longer delayed.—By the act of JVIjy i, 
1810, it is provided, ‘ That if either Great 
Britain or France should cease to violate 
theiieiitrai commerce of the United Stales, 
which fact the President should declare 
by proclamation, and the other’ party 
should not within three, months thereafter 
revoke or modify its edicts in like manner, 
that then certain sections in a funner act 
interdicting the .commercial i‘ntercourse 
between the United States and Great Bri¬ 
tain aiid France and tbeir dependencies, 
should from and after the expiration of 
three months from the date of the procla¬ 
mation, be revived and have full force 
against the former, its colortes-and depen¬ 
dencies, and against all articles the growth, 
pro<|uce, oi’* manufacture of the same.’-*. 
The violations of neutral commerce al¬ 
luded to in this act were such as were 
committed on the high seas,. It ,was in 
the trade between the United States and 
the Bcitish dominions, that France bad 
violated the neutral rights of the United 
States by her blockading edicts. It was 
with the trade of France and her allies 
that Great'Britain bad committed similar 
violations ^by'similar edicts. It was the 
revocation of" those edicts, so far as they 
dimmitted sudh* violations, which the 
UniiSd States bad in view wheitfhey 
pawed ths lav/ of May l, IftiOj vatm 

i » 
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5 th of AagHSt, 1810, the Freitch filinister 
of Foreign Affairs addressed a note to the 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States at Paris, informing him that the 
decrees of Berlin and Milan were revoked, 
the revocation to take effect on the lit of 
November following; that the measure 
had been taken by his government in con¬ 
fidence that thtf British government would 
revoke its orders and renounce its new 
principles of blockade, or that the United 
States would ’cause their rights to be re¬ 
spected, conformably trethe act of May 1, 
1810.—This measure of theFrcnch Govern- 
ment was founded on the law of May i, 
1810, as is expressly declared in the letter 
of the Duke of Cadore announcing it. Tde 
edicts of Great Britain, the revocation of 
which were expected by France, were 
those alluded to in that act; and the 
-means by which the United States should 
cause their rights to be respected, in c.nise 
Great Britain should not revoke her edicts, 
Were likewise to 1^ found in the same acf. 
They consisted nWely in the enforcement 
of the Non-importation Act against Great 
Britain, in that unex()ected and improba¬ 
ble contingency. 

The l e|ter of the 5th of August, which 
announced the revocation of the French 
Decrees, was communicated to this Go¬ 
vernment; in consequence of which the 
president issued a proclamation on the 
2 d of November, the day after that on 
which ‘the repeal of the French decrees 
was to take effect, in which he declai-ed, 
that all the restrictions imposed by the act 
of May 1, rsil, should cease, and he dis- 
continued in relation .to 'France and her 
dependencies. It was a neces^ry conse¬ 
quence of this proclamation, also, that if 
Great Britain did not revoke her edicts, 
the Non-importation would operate on her, 
at the end of three months. This actually 
took place. 'She declined the revocation, 
and on the 2nd of February lastr that l^w 
took effect. In confirmation of the pro¬ 
clamation, an act of Congress was passed 
on the 2nd of March following.—Great 
Brttaiii still tlcclines to revoke her edicts 
on the pretension that France has not re¬ 
voked ner's. Under that impression she 
infers, that the Unite^ States have done 
her injustice by carrying into effect the 
Non-importation against her.~ThS United 
■Stales maintain that France Ifes revoked 
her edicts so far as they vio!at*ld their 
neutral rights, and wew: uontbrnplated by 
Ihe law of May 1, 1810; and have *on 
that gro3ad particularly clairiled, «nd do 


expect of Great Britain a similar iNtyoca* 
tion.-—The revocation announced officially 
by the Vrunch Mini.'Xer of Forciga affairs ' 
to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United Stales at Paris, on the 5th of Aug* ’ 
1810, was in itself aufficient to justify the 
claim of the United St'dtes to a corres¬ 
pondent measure from Great Britain. She 
had declared that she would proceed pari 
passu in the repeal with France; and the 
day bfjinr fixed when the repealthe 
French decrees should lake efft’ct, it was 
reasonable to conclude that Great Britain 
wqjild fix the same day for the repeal of 
her Orders. Had this been done, the pro¬ 
clamation of the ^’resi tent would haveHn- 
noanced the revocation of the edicts of 
both powers at the sa'.nc lime, and in,con- 
sequence “thereof the Ki^-imporialioa 
would have gone into operalioa against 
neitiier. Such, too, is t!:e naiural course 
of proceeding in transacfions between in¬ 
dependent sciites, and such the conduct 
which they gcncraiiy observe to c»ach 
other. In all compacts between nations, 
it is the- duty of each to perform what it 
slipukiies, and to presume* on the good 
faith of the, other for a like performance. 
The Utyted States liaving made a proposal 
to Ixjth heliigerents, were bound to accept 
a compliance, from eitlier ; anS it'was no 
objection to the French compliance ; that 
it was in a form to tab 2 effirct at*a future 
day, that b*e:ng a form not uousmsl in laws 
and in bliier public acts. Even wlten na¬ 
tions -are at w«r, and make peace, this ob¬ 
ligation cf neutral confidence exi.^is and is 
respected. In treaties of commerce, by 
which tiicir future intertionrsc is to be go¬ 
verned, (he obligation is the same, it dis¬ 
trust and jealousy is allowed to prevail, 
the moral tie which binds na’aous together 
in all their relations, in war as well as in 
peace, isArofcen.—What would Great Bri¬ 
tain have • hazarded by a prompt compli¬ 
ance io the m»mic9 suggested ? She had 
declared she had adopted the restraints 
imposed by her Orders in Council with 
reUictaBCe, because of their distres.sirig ef¬ 
fect on neutral powers. Here, tlfen, was 
a favourable oi^wtunity presented to her,, 
to withdraw fr^. that measure with ho¬ 
nour, be the comiuct of France afterwards 
vwliat it might. Had Ore^Britain revoked 
her ordcr|, aud France failed to fulfil her 
engagement, she would liave gdned credit 
at liie CTpence of France; and could have 
.sustained no injury by it. because the 
fe'lure of Ffance to maio-ain her faith 
would have replafcd (in * Britain at the 



point fihom whiclif sh« hieid departed. To 
aay that a disappointed reliance on the ■ 
‘ good faith of her enemy wdulfl have re- 
projicheti her foresight,'would be to set a 
' higher value on that quality than on con¬ 
sistency and good faith, and would sacri¬ 
fice to a mere suspicion towards an enemy 
the plain obligations of justice towards a 
friendly power,—Great Britain has de¬ 
clined proceeding pa^i passu with France 
in the revocation of their respective edicts. 
She h^s held aloof, and claims of the 
United States proof not oniy that France 
has revoked her decrees, but that she cpn- 
tinues to act in conformity with the revo¬ 
cation.—To shew that the repeal is re¬ 
spected, it is deemed suificient to state, 
that not one vessel has been condemned 
by French tribunals, on the prfnciples of 
ibose decrees,''since the first of Novetrtber 
last. The New-Orleans Packet from 
Gibraltar to Borfietiux was detained, but 
never condemned. The Grace Ann Green, 
from the same BritLsh port to Marseilles, 
was likewise detained, but atlerwards de¬ 
livered up unconditionally to the owner, 
as was such*part of the cargo of the New- 
Orleans Packet as consisted of the produce 
of the United States. Both these vessels 
proceeding from a British port, carried 
cargoes, srnne articles of which in each 
were prohibited by the laws of France, or 
admissible by the sanction of the govcrn- 
ment alone. It does nut appear tlieir de¬ 
tention impotable to any other cause. 
If imputable to the circumstance of passing 
fi'otn a British to a French port, or on ac¬ 
count of any part of their cargoes, it af¬ 
fords no cause of complaint to Great Bri¬ 
tain, as a violation of our neutral rights. 
No such cause would be afforded, e*en in 
a case of condemnation: The right of 
complaint woilld have belonged to the 
United Stales—In denying the revocation 
of the decrees, so far as it is a proper sub- 
jjsct of discussion between us, it might rea¬ 
sonably be expected,Ifcat you would pro¬ 
duce some examples of vessels taken at 
sea, in voyages to British ports, or on their 
return home, and condemned under them 
by a French tribunal, ^one such has 
been afforded by you.«^one such are 
Jenown to this governmttpt.—You urge 
only as an evidatce, that the. decrees ares 
not repealed ; the Speech of t’he Emperor 
of France to the deputies from' the ^fee 
cities of Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck ; 
the Imperial edict dated at Fontainbleau 
on the 19th of October, 1810*; the report 
of the French Ministor of foreign affairs, 


dated in December last; and a letatf trf 
the Minister of dustice to the President # 
the council of prizes'of the 25th of that 
month.—There is nothing in the first of 
these papers incompatible with the revo* 
cation of the Decrees, in respect to the 
United States. It is distinctly declared 
by the Emperor in his Speech to the De¬ 
puties of the HanseTowiist that the block¬ 
ade of the British Island^'shali cease when 
the British blockades cease ; and that the 
French blockade shall cease* in favour of 
|hose nations in whose favour Great Bri¬ 
tain revokes her's, or who support their 
rights against her pretensions, as France 
admits the United, States will do by eti- 
fbreing the neif-importation act. The 
same sentiment is expressed in the report 
of the Minister of Foreign affairs. The 
decree of Fontainbleau having no effect 
on the high seas, cannot be brought into , 
this discussion. It evidently has no con¬ 
nection with neutral rights. The letter 
from the Minister of Justice, to the Presi¬ 
dent of the Council 0 %^ rizes, is of a dif¬ 
ferent character. It relates in direct terms 
to this .subject, but not in the sense in 
which you utidcrstand it. After reciting 
the note from the Duke of Cadore, of the 
5th of August last, to the Amenc*^ Mi¬ 
nister at Paris, which announced the re¬ 
peal of the French decrees, and the Pro¬ 
clamation of the President in cunseqtieiicifr 
of it, it states, that all causes arising undtfr 
those Decrees after the fir.st of November, 
which were then be'fore the Court, or 
might afterwards be brought before it, 
should not be judged by the principles of 
the Decrees, but be suspended until the 
2 d of Tebruary, witen the United Sta^s 
having fulnileff their engagement, the cap* 
lures should be declared void, and the vessels 
and their carguesdelivered up to their own¬ 
ers. Thi.s paper appearstoallprdao une^i- 
vocal evidence of the revocation of the De¬ 
crees, so far as relates to the United States. 
B^ instructing the French tribunal to make 
no decision till the 2d ol February, and 
then to restore the property to the owners, 
on a particular event which has* happen¬ 
ed, all cause of doubt on that point seems 
to be removed. The Uniteil States may 
justly complain of delay in the restitution 
of, the property, but that is an injury 
which meets them only. Great Britain 
has 110 righf to complain of it. She was. 
interest^ only in the revocation of the 
^decrees by,whmh neutral rights would be 
sedfired from mture violation: or if she 
had bqpn interested in the delay, It-wouid 







bavf aiTurded oo y^ etext for morf than a 
delay in repcahng her orders, till the 2d 
of February^ From that day at farthest 
tjie French decrees would cease. At the 
same day ought her orders to have ceased. 

I might add to this statement, that every 
communication received from the French 
Government, either through oor Represent¬ 
atives there,|^ its Representatives here,are 
in accord with the actual repeal of the 
Berlin and Milan decrees, in relation to 
the neutral commerce of the United States. 
But it will suffice to remark, that the best 
and only adequate evidence of their ceas* 
ing to operate, is the defect of evidence 
that they do operate. It is a case where 
the want of proof against the fulhlmeiitcf 
a pledge, is proof of the fulfilment. Every 
case occurring, to which, if the decrees 
were in force, they would be applied, and 
to whicJi they are not applied, is a proof 
that lliey are not in force. And if these 
proofs have not been more multiplied, I 
need not remind vou that a cause is to be 
found in the nurnllpMis captures under your 
Orders in Courctl, which continue to 
evince the rigour with which they are en¬ 
forced, after a failnre of the basis on which 
they were supposed to rest.—But Great 
Br+ratrrffoniends, as appears by your last 
letters, that stie ought not to revoke tier 
Orders in Council, until the commerce of 
• the Continent is restored to the state in 
which it stood before the Berlin and Milan 
decrees issued,—-until the French decrees 
are repealed, not only as to the United 
iitates, but so as to permit Great Britain 
to trade wkh the Continent. Is it, then, 
meant that Great Britain*should be allow¬ 
ed to trade with all th% powers with whom 
ibe traded at that epoclT? 'Since that 
time, France has extended her conquests 
to the north, and raised enemies against 
Great Britain where she then had friends. 
Is it proposed to trade with them, notwith¬ 
standing the change in their.situation ? 
Between the enemies of one date and th*bso | 
of another, no discrimimnion can be made. 
There is hone in reason, nor can there be 
any, of* right, in practice. Or do you 
roaintain the general principle, and con¬ 
tend that Great Britain ought to trade with 
France and her allies? Between enemies 
there can be no comfncrce. The vessels 
of either taken by the other are* liable to 
confiscation, and are alwaya confiscated. 
The nniuber of enemie.s, or extedtof coun¬ 
try which they occupy,,<^annpt affect th# 
question. The laws of war govern* the 
re|atiofl w'hich subsists be4w«ei|^ them; 


which, especially in . the cireapstance 
under consideration, are invariable. They 
were the same in tipes the most^ remote • 
that they now are. Even if ppace bad 
taken place between Great Britain and the » 
Powers of the Continent, she pould not 
trade with them without their consent. 
Or does Great Britain contead, that tha 
United Slates, as a neutral power, ought 
to open the Continent to her commerce, 
on such terms as she may designate ? On 
what principle can she set up ^ucli a 
claim ? No example of it can be found 
in the history of past wars, nor is it found¬ 
ed in any recognised principle of war, or 
in any semblance of reason or right. Tlie 
United States cduld not maintain such a 
claim in their own favour, thougli neu¬ 
tral. When advanced in favour of an 
enemy, it would be the mtsCpreposterous 
and extravagant claim ever heard of. 
Every power when nc* restrained by 
treaty, has a right to regulate its trade 
with other nations, in such manner |is it 
finds most consistent with its intere.sts; to 
admit, and on its own conditions, or to 
1 prohibit the importation of stich articles 
* as are necessary to supply the wants, or 
encourage the industry of its people. In 
what Ifght would Great Britain view an 
application from the United States for the 
repeal of right of any act of her Parlia¬ 
ment, which prohitnted the importation of 
any arliclv from the United States,—soqlt 
as theiT fish or their oil? or which claimed 
the dimiuutipn of the duty on any other, 
such as their tobacco, on which so great 
a revenue is raised ? In what light would 
she view a similar application made at the 
instance of France, for the importation 
into England, of any article the growth or 
manufacture of that Power which it was 
the policy of the British Government to 
nrohibib—^If delays have taken place in 
the restitption of American property, and 
in placing the Ajm^ican commerce in the 
|)ort8 of France o];^ a fair and satisfactory 
basis, they involve questions, as has al¬ 
ready been objiervcd,in which the United 
^tqtes alone are interested;. As they do 
not violate tJ^ revocalioli by France of 
her edicts, they^nnot iinpair the obliga¬ 
tion of Great ^ritain to revoke her’s; nor 
change t^ epoch at which the revocation 
ought to have taken place. Had th.it duly 
followed*, it is more than probable that 
those circuraskances, irrelative as they are, 
which have excited doubt in the British 
Government of the practical revocation 
of the French decrees, might not have vr- 
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curred.—Every i^ew which can be taken 
pf this subject mcreaaes the painful sur¬ 
prise at"the innovaiibns on allfthe princi¬ 
ples and 'tisagcs heretofore observed, which 
are so unreservedly contended for, in your 
letters of* the 3d and 1 dth instant, and 
which, if persisted in by your Government, 
present sncli an obstacie to the wishes of 
the United States, for a removal of the 
diflScnl’ics wiiich [save*been conneeted 
with Orders in Council. It is the in¬ 
terests of the i)elli;icienis to mitigate the 
calKtriities of war; and iftrutral powers 
posress ainjde nieatts to promote that eb- 
jeet,, jirovi'ded they sustain with irnparti- 
aiity and firmness the dignity of their sta¬ 
tion. If heUigerents expect advantage 
from sieutrais, they should leave them in 
the full eiijo^mient of their rigtits. The 
present war has been oppressive beyond 
example, by its ^duration, and by the de¬ 
solation which it has spread throughout 
Europe. It is highly important that it 
should assume, at least, a milder character. 
By the revocation of the Frencli edicts, so 
far as they, respected the neutral com¬ 
merce of the United titates, some advance 
is made towards that most desirable and 
consoling result. Let Great Britaitt follow 
the example. The ground thus gained will 
soon be enlarged, by the concurring and 
pressing interest of all parties; and what¬ 
ever is gtuned will accrue to the^advantage 
of afflicted humanity.— -I proceed to no¬ 
tice anortter part of your letter of the 3d 
instant, which is viewed in a fnore favour¬ 
able light. The President has received 
with great sati.sfacticn the communication, 
that should ihe OriJers in Council of 1807 
.be revoked, the blockade of May of the 
preceding yt^ar would cease with them ; 
and that any bh^cl^ade wdiich should af¬ 
terwards hp institiifed, should be duly no¬ 
tified and inHintaiiibd by an adequans 
force. This frank and explicit declaration. 
Worthy of the prompt*and amicable mea¬ 
sure adopted by ibe‘Prince llegent in 
coming into powi r, seems to remove a ma¬ 
terial obstacle to an accommodation of dif¬ 
ferences between our countries; ahd, 
when followed by the repA’ation of -the 
Orders in Council, wiir’aa I am anlho- 
rised to inform pFO#oce an imme¬ 
diate terminittion of the nvm-importa* 
tion law by an exercise of the power vest¬ 
ed in the President for that purpose.—I 
conclude W'ith remarkir^g, that if 1 have 
confined this letter to the subjects brought 


into view by yobr’s, it is not fieCMlI 
United States hive lost sight in ^tty de¬ 
gree of the othor very serious cauws of 
complaint on which they have received 
no satisfaction, bm because the roncilia- 
tory policy of this Govennnent. has thus 
far separated the rase of the Orders in 
Council from others; and because, with 
respect to tlnx-.e others, yolir communica¬ 
tion has not afforded any* reasonable pro.s- 
pect of resuming them, at this time, with 
success. It is presumed, thiit the same li- 
Iveral view' of the ifue interest of Great Bri¬ 
tain, and friendly disposition lovrards the 
United States, which induced the Prince 
Regent to remove so material a difficulty 
as' bad arisen in relation to a repeal of the 
Orders in Council, will lead to a more 
favourable farther consideration of the re¬ 
maining difficultic's on that subject; and 
that the advantages of an amicabid adjust¬ 
ment of every question, depending be¬ 
tween the two countries, will be seen by- 
yhur Government in thi^ame light as they 
are by that of the Unitm States. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe, Julj/ 24, IS IJ. 

Sir,—flavtqg been unable to ascertain 
distinctly from your letter lo me of yes¬ 
terday's date, whether it was the dm-V^it- 
nation of tbe President to rest satisfied 
with the partial repeal of the Berlin and 
Milan decrees, which you believe has. 
taken place, go as to see no reason, in the 
conduct of France for altering the rela-^ 
tions between this country and Great Bri¬ 
tain, by exM'Ctfing his pow'er of suspend¬ 
ing the operation of the Non-importation 
Act, allow me to repeat my que^ion to 
yon on thi# point, 'as contained in my 
tetter of tb^ 14fii instant, before 1 proceed 
to make ai>y comments on your answer. 

Mr. I^kncy to Mr. Stuiik. - London, 

Jon. 17, 1811. 

Sir,—I had the honour to receive, on 
thq,5th indtant, while I was confined by a 
severe illness, your letter of the 15lh of 
November; and as soon as I was ah)©, 
prepared a note to I,ord Wellqpley, in 
conlbrniity with it.—On the*3d inst. I 
had aecpived a letter from Lord Welles¬ 
ley, bearing date the 20 ult. on the sub¬ 
ject of the Orders in Council, and the 
British blockades, lo which I was anxious 
fo reply,*at the same time that I obeyed 
the ordep ot the President signifioJ in 
^’our letter above-mentioned. 

^ iTodJt (Amtintud.) 


U. BnGSHAV/j nryrfges-Strett, Cogent - Gcrdt'ii. 
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SUMMARY OF POLmCS. 

PROcttBDivcs IN Parliament.— —On 
Tuesdayj ihe^ 7th instant, the parliament 
was opened by a Speech delivered to the 
two Houses by Lords Commissioners, to 
the name of the Prince Regent. The pub¬ 
lic, who had witnessed so many of these 
Openings, always conducted in the same 
way, seemed to expect nothing at ail 
interesting upon the present occasion. 
Greatly, however, were they deceived; 
and gfeatiy do the parliament seem to 
have been surprised, by a step taken,by 
Sir Francis Burdett, who himself offered 
.an Address for the adoption of the House, 
which Address,^ it failed in the usu'al 
requisite of pleWmg the venal writers, 
seems to have been thought by the mover 
to possess another requisite not lets impor¬ 
tant : namely, that of being an echo to the 
sejhtMMWits of the people.-It is my in¬ 

tention to make a faithful record of the 
proceedings of this remarkable sitting; 
and therefore it will be necessary to begin 
with the insertion of the Speech of the 
Lords. Commissioners, which was as fol¬ 
lows. 

** iWy Lords and Genllemtn, —We are 
commande.d by his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent to expresii tp you the deep 
sorrow which he feols In announcing to 
you the continuance of His Majesty’s la¬ 
mented indisposition, and the unhappy 
disappointment of those hopes of his Ma¬ 
jesty's early recovery which had been 
cherished by the dutiful affection of his 
family and the loyal attachment of his 
people.—The Prince Regent h&s direi^ed 
copies of the last Reports of Her Ma¬ 
jesty the Queen’s Council tg be laid be- 
ibre you, and be is satisfied that you will 
adopt such* measures as the present melan¬ 
choly exigency may appear to require.— 
In securing a suitable and ample provision 
for the support of His Majesty’s Royal 
Dignity, and for the attendance upon ciis 
Majesty's sacred Person during His illness, 
the Prince Regent rests assift^d, that you 
will also bear in mind the indiipensible 
duly of continuing to'pritei^e for his Ma¬ 
jesty «ti 0 facility of resuming the fier^nal 


exercise of His Royal Authority in tbs 
happy event of His recovery, so earnestly 
desired by the wishes and the prayers of 
His Family and His subjects.—The*Prince 
Regent directs us to signify to you the sa¬ 
tisfaction with which his Royal Higbiiess 
observed, that the measures which 
have been pursued for the defence gpd 
security of the kingdom of Portugal .Jjiave 
proired completely effectual; and that on 
the aeverfi occasions in which the British 
or JPortuguesc troops had^ecn engaged 
with the enemy, the reputation already 
acquired by them hasjieen fully main¬ 
tained,^—The successful and brilliant en- 
terprize, which terminated in the surprise, 
in Spanish Estramadura, of a French corps 
by a detachment of die Allied Army under 
Lieutenant-General Hill, is highly credit¬ 
able to that distinguished Officer, and to 
the troops under his command, and biu 
contributed materially to obstruct the de¬ 
signs of the enemy in that part of the Pe¬ 
ninsula.—^The Prince Regent*is assured, 
that while you reflect with pride and sa¬ 
tisfaction on the conduct of His Majesty’s 
troops, ana of the Allies, in these varioifs 
and important services, you will render 
justice to th# consummate judgment and 
skill displayed by General Lord Viscount 
Wellington, in the direction of the cam¬ 
paign. In Spain, the ijririt of the people 
remains unsubdued; and the system oi' 
warfare so peculiarly adapted to the 
actual condition of the Spanish nation has 
been recently extended and improved, 
wider the advantages which result from 
the operations of the allied armies on the 
froAtier, and from* fjie countenance and 
assistance of His Majesty’s Navy on the 
coast. , Although the great exertions of 
the wemy have in some quarters been 
attcpided '.vith success. HisJ^jgal Highness 
is per8uaded,>4hat you will admire the. 
perseverance a^ gallantry tnjmife.stcd by 
the Spaaiiah aimles. Even in those Pro¬ 
vinces principally occupiftd by the French 
forces, njjw energy has arisen among the 
pebple; attd the increase of difficulty and 
danger has produced more connected 

dSlorts of general*resi8tance.-“Tbe Prince 

Regent, in the name and on the behalf of 
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Hit Majesty^ exprew 

big connd«iit i^at will enable 

him to continue to the most ei&c« 
tual aicT^^nd assistance in the'support of 
the contek which the brave nations of the 
Peninsula^ still maintain with such un¬ 
abated seal and resolution.—^His Royal 
Highness commands us to express his con¬ 
gratulations on the success of the British 
arms in the island of Javai^—The Prince 
Regent trusts that you will concur withtiis 
Royal Highness in approving the wisdom 
and ability with which UiU enterprise, as 
well as the capture of the Islands ot Bour¬ 
bon and Mauritius, has been coiuluctlhd 
iin4cr the itnaiediale direction of the Go¬ 
vernor-General of India ^ and that you 
will applaud'the decision, gailaniry, and 
spirit? conspicuously displayed the late 
epeiations ol^ihe brave army under .the 
command of that distinguished Oflicer 
Lieutenant-Gcneiiil Sir Sumuel Achiuuty, 
so povvertully and ably sup|>orted by 
His Majesty’s naval forces. — By the 
completion of this system of operations, 
great additional security will have been 
given to iba British commerce and posses- 
aitms in the l!ast Indies, and the colonial 
power of France will have been entirely 
.extinguished.—His royal highnesv thinks 
k^^eXpediciy; to recommend to your atten- 
ttou the propriety of providing such inea- 
aares for the future government of the 
British possessions in India, a^, shall ap¬ 
pear from experience# and upon mature 
d^JiberaHon, to be calculated to secure 
theit: internal prosperity, aifU to derive 
Inim iie^isbitw^minioiis the ut- 

timst ae^iien i of ad'^htage^^^ t^ the com- 
l»er<» and revoBuflof the tJnited King- 
4<aiOv.‘—We are commanded by the Prince 
Regent to acquaint you, that while his 
Eoyal Highness regress tfiet rVarlous. im¬ 
portant subjects of ditTerence with the 
^^vernment of the United States ®f Arne* 
rica Stifl remaio nnad^usted, the difficulii^ 
which tlie of tl«e*Ches!q^ake frig'am 
had occasioned haifja* been finally .re¬ 
moved} w* directed to 
^n- tbat m the further progress of the 
diipa»/(A)s tirltb the United States ^ie 
JE^mce Regem will contm)|m employ 
each means of Gonciliatio^^may be don- 
sist^ With the honoiif att df ^is 

Miyes^ji,€rewfli,*end whb the dde;|hifam^ 
tenati^-l^ the mariiime and cotpraet^ial 
flfihu of the British Bmpfe 

,|Ccyai;'{Ii|fhgtdh:sh|ft':#e<?t^ 


laid before yom . He trnatt tlat yo# jwiU 
furnish him witlGsuch snppltes as be 
necessary to enime him tO'contiime>fihe 
contest in which his Majesty is engagedt 
with that spirit and exertion which wilt 
afford the best prospect of its successful 
termination.—His Royal Highness com¬ 
mands us to recommend that you should 
resume the consideration of the state of 
the finances of Ireland, which you bad 
commenced in the last Session of Parlia¬ 
ment. He has the satisfactipn to inform 
you, that the imprpved receipt of the re¬ 
venue of Ireland, in the bst, as compared 
with the preceding year, confirms the 
belief, that the depression which that rc- 
vqpue had expeiiifinccd is to be attri¬ 
buted to accidental anti temporary causes. 

*‘ My Lords and G^iUtmen. —The Princo 
Regent is satisfied that you entertain a just 
sense of the arduous duties wltl^h bis 
lioyal Highness has been c'alled upon to 
fulfil, in consequence of his Majesty’s con¬ 
tinued indisposition.—Under this .severe, 
calamity. His Royal HW'iiess derives the 
greatest consolation, lr(jm his reliance on 
your experienced wisdom, loyalty, and 
public sffirit, to wliinli, in every difficulty. 
He will resort, with u firm confidence, 
that, through your ussistuiue and rspfr-r. 
H^ shall be enal)Ud, under tire blessings 
ol Divine Piovideiue, sut cessl’ully to dis¬ 
charge the important funciioiisof the high 
trust reposed in him: and in the name,' 
and on the behalf of his beloved Father and 
revered Sovereign i«> muiulain, unim¬ 
paired, the prosperity and honour of ,th« 
nation.” 

Ttie Speaker an<i Members having re¬ 
turned to the Hou»e of Commons, the 
usual ceremonyt was aliout to take place. 
Lord Jocetyn was about to move the Ad¬ 
dress and Mr, Vyse to second it. Bat, 
previous to this part of the business, the 
Speaker h^^ to read tbe Speech over to 
the House, He bad just finiKlied the read¬ 
ing} when* Hir Francis Burdetl rose, and 
began to speak. There w as now a loud 
cry, from all parts of the Honourable 
House, fur Lord Joexfyn; so loqd that Sit 
^rancis could not be heard; but he kept 
i length, the Speaker said, 

that the Honourable Baronet was certainly 
in possession of tbe House, and, if he in- 
Ws *’ight, must be allowed to 
.proceed, which he did accordingly*.—— 
befa|e l^roceed to give any account 
of his^peech, I think it my duty to notice 
what b^ baeh eJfid'by the venal prinu 
•u|)^n this part of the proceediogs^f the 
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day./vTh«f NeiD regard Sir Prands « became toanifest; and it » impoasible 
aa ttitvidg ^ti« aometbiag w^nr, if not al- •• to deacrtbe the asionishment ^at apread 
tnoat unlawful; and, they descrilae him as " over tbe^Ministerigl benches; but the < 
being actuated by vicious motives. The '* Baronet was in possession of the House, 
CobaiBK has thpse words. '• The Prince " and he made good his way.”-^—Now, 

" Regent’s Speech did not produce any who would, not imagine, from wF»at is con- 
*• very protracted dehate in either House; tained in these paragraphs, that Sir 
•* though a circumstance almost unprece- Francis was guilty of something foul and 
dented, occurred in the House of Com- dishonourable in rising in his place and 
" mons. It lias been umil, after the moving an Addrass to the Prince Regent ? 

" Speech has been read by the Speaker, Who would not imagine, that be had no 
“upon his return from the House of at least according to the laws of ho- 

" Lords, for no Meml>e^ to rise before the nour, to do what he did ? Really, this is 
“ Member WHO IS to move the Addre^k. putting this Assembly in a liglit worse 
“Sir Francis Burdett, however, rose be- thSn any that 1 hare ever seen it placed 
" fore the Mover, and made a Ion" Speech, in before. If he had no right to mjtve 
“ and moved a long Address to the Rc- what Address he chose, no other member 
“gent upon any other topic than those coiiid have that right; and,'then, what a 
“ touched upon in the Speech. The Ba- despicably farce would all this talk 'about . 
“ runel lias one feature which is never rhe deliberating and debating begvme ! The two 
“ characteristic of a sound understanding ; venal prints above-mentioned speak of the 
“ a love of singularity ; a desire of .ad- moving and seconding nf the Address as 
“ vancing and maintaining strnnue doc- matters arranged before-hand ; the Courier 
trinesf-— —The IVIornino Post sa3;8, speaks of the custom for “ no member to 
that of the circu^tances of disinclination “ rise before the member who is to move 
in the regular party men to enter on any “ the Address;” and his worthy fellow- 
contest about the Speech, “ Sir Francis labourer, the Post, complains that Sir 
“ Hindett, instigated, no doubt, by those, Francis “ took the Speaker by surprise 
“who, behind the curtain, are known to while the Morning Chronicle talks of the 
the democratic puppet, most ho> full dreSsed Lord and Gentleman, who 
“ nourahly availed himself to take ihe “ were Appointed to move and second the 
Speaker by surprize, and to rise, as it was “ Address, as a mere echo to the Speech.” 

“ iniiigined, to speak to some point of Why, if I were to speak thus of the 
“ order or privilege, and thus to get pos- HonouraUie House; if 1 were to repre- 
session of the House. He then pro- sent the thing in this light; if I wefe 
« ceeded to move'an Address, but not an to exhibit this proceeding as the^ vrriters 
" Address, which, as msboI, was an echo to have, as a* sort of solemn farce, pre- 
“ tlie Speech from the throne, &.c. &c.” viously got op by the ministeiri if 1 
The writer then proceeds to characterize were to stick up the prepared mover 
the Address of Sir Francis, of which 1 shall and seconder of the Address like a couple 
say more by-and-by. TbiMartiingChro- of muininers, dressed out for the occ^on, 
nicle, which is never to be coiifoundwl vvith and wiiii words put into theii* n^tha; 
the prints just spoken of, lias this passage: j what, il 1 were to do this, Would be fSid of 
—A most remarkable sensation was | me, or done to me ? And, yet, tbeiie 
“ created ip the House of Commons yes- 
“ terday, by the unforeseen and unprece- 
*• dented tactic of Sir Francis*BurdeU, in 
“ rising and taking precedence of the 
** full-dressed Lord and Gentleman, wito 
“ weremppoinied to move and second the com- 
“ plitnentiuy Address, as a mere echo to the 
“ Speech. It was quite a new thing. He 
“ rose the instant the Speech was read, 

“ and caught the Speaker’s eye, who nd 
“ doubt imagined he was to tpe^kon some 
“ point of privilege, which ^leims prece- 
“ deuce of all other topics; b^-when hd; 

“ announced that he meant to eonelud|pi 
“ his speech with a Wtton for «» 

“ to the Prince Kefent; t);e rMcdh Jhooh 


Writers* affect to respect the Hotisi of 
Commons, they affect to be enragod with 
any one who spdaks of it slightingly, 
while they thus ejrttibirit jn the 
tern plihle light, and do, iih fact, publish on 
it the most cuttingsatlre can possibly 
be iinagiiied. Fdr;; if wbi^'^ey aay were 
true, it vV0uM|'oUuw,; ffiat, ^ 
Was'doJitlM^ of d^te, no sUUh thing as 
iklibnatiim, wifth regard to the Address 
*at least;: that all was*prepared before¬ 
hand'; aff got up for the day; all the 
Wtors ’ apppinted - and even dressed for 
oecasron; jmd, in .shoit, the 

'''W^NSdev:;ihiiig: iWaa a - mere ■’exhibition' to 





is it powUjle, I asli for'iiie ^arliatBient 1^ 
b# poortrayect ti» ?4 ligibt .«t once more, 
•odious aod more cont|i»pllbl«i ?-—An 
•• echo to jthe SpeechAnd, how dare 
these men say,’ that an echo to the 
Speech is prepared before-hand ? If 
this were 'the case, then, indeed, this 
wonid be a delightfully dignified As¬ 
sembly! It is well known, that the Speech 
is prepared by the Ministers^; and, if they 
werato prepare the answer ; and if it were 
regarded as unfair in any member to rise 
and propose an answer according to his 
oera way of thinking, what a despicable 
show would this proceeding be; liolhr 
mue|i lower would this mummery be than 
any thing ever beheld srt Bartholomew 
Fair I ■ A ntf yet, this is the light, •in 
which*the Honourable House is ipchibited 
by those, whs^ affect to have the most 
profound respect for it; this is the light, 
in which that Hoqfse is exhibited by those, 
who abuse Sir Francis Burdett because, 
as they alledge, be speaks of it with too 
h'ttle 'respect—I shall now proceed to 
give an outline, and a mere outline, of the 
Baronet's speech, which Was very long, 
ahd which will, probably, appear here¬ 
after in a distinct publication, accompa¬ 
nied with bis Address; and, 1 hope it 
may so appear; seeing that so much 
pains have, by the venal prints, been 

taken to misrepresent it—-He sfit out 

with stating, that he thought it. his duty 
to* address the Prince Regent in the lan¬ 
guage ot'^truih : to lay before him a true 
State of the country; to carry*to his ear 
the Gompiatnts of a loyal and suflering 
people; mid tliat he had great satisfacticm 
in reflecting, that t%e Prince was not one 
of those who loved deceit, who hated 
every thing but smooth words, but that, 
dh the contrary, be knew from the cha- 
racter-and declarations of His Royal 
Highness, that he would be best pleased* 
with that frank language and plain ex- 
pressien of seatimenti Avhich it became 
the parliani^ to nse atfall tithes, and as- 
pecialijr the present ertsis.—— H« then 

* copi platned, that, amidst all the compli¬ 
ments, lalge^; and: most losfly 
upon ottr army, who merit^^every praise 
rirat cbidd'be bestowed hptm them, aiwl 
’ whote' 'Ifottkade and val^ bad b^n, 
upon ill:#ying occasiom^ to conspieu'-* 
out ; he fomplained, that, amidst all 
these cmii^iiments, tha word 
neVer found i place Jn the Ikt < ^ 
timse tOhjidis for wMch so mt^h 
mHfm bad 


pr^eeded to f^mark, that the war agaiasf 
Franoe; was, from its oumet, a War against 
freedom sold reform ; and that, in fact, so 
had been all our wars from that against 
America to that now carrying on 
cily, Spain, and Portugal.———He i»e*t 
adverted to the striking contrast, which 
our seal for the Catholics in Spain exhi* 
bited when compared with our conduct 
towards our better allies, the Catholics of 
Ireland, whose religion we made a bar to 
their admission to rights equal to those of 
Protestants, while ,we had no scruple of 
supporting even the Inquisition in Spain. 

-Sir Francis, in speaking of the 

Speech, having observed, that there were 
niajiy parts in it which would not have 
been addressed to the House, if it were, 
as it was supposed to be, a real representa^ 
tion of the people, he was loudly coUed t» 
order, and was informed by the Speaker, 
that that was not language,'in which the 
House ought to be addressed. Where- 
up.on, as the report of the debate states, 

•• Sir Francis declared, nothing could 
" give him greater pleasure than to be 
" called to order on such a subject; be- 
" cause he was nows from thence to un- 
" stand that it was to insult the House to 
" say, that they were not the reprea eu tt, - 
“ ijves of the people. If this doolrme 
" had been held previous to the year lb09, 

" he (Sir F. Burdett) should not have been 
•• so much surprised; but really, after 
" what be had then heard within tl^ walls . 
" of that House; after it was not only 
" boldly asserted, and offered to be prov- 
" etl, that seats were publicly bought and 
" sold in open day ; when this was not 
only not denied, bat ministers even. ttd* 

•• mitted the* fast and justified the traffic, 

" on the ground of its notoriety, and being 
" of every day’s practice, he should have 
" expected that such delicacy of exprm« 

" sion as that which it seemed'.to be wip« 

" posed be ought, on the prasmit occasion, 

" to, observe, would riot have been m« 

" sisted on, and that the House would 
" not have been ofiended, though he did 
" not regard them as to all iqtents and 
" purposes the pore representatives of 
"•the nation at large. This defect in Urn 
“ representative system was one great ob* 

" ject to which be (Sir F. Burdett) was 
" anxious |o call the attention of the Piirice 
"s^gent, aftigr he should be free from the 
'^i^ackle% with which be was at present 
'^loaded, and which, as an encroachment 
" ppi^e jusi^pretdgaiives of the Throne, 

** he fSlrFb Bqrdett) was of apiriioapougim - 
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never to have been imposed. Tbe Hon, 

*' jESaronet looked forward with confidence 
*• to the period when his Royal Highness 
''should be freed from the fetters with 
" which he was at prcsi-nt bound, assured 
'' from the principles of his Royal High- 
'' ness, and from those dtclaratiuiis to 
" which he had pledged himself, that he 
“ would redress the complaints of the peo- 
pie in this important point, on which 
“ the salvation of the country in a great 
" measure depended. .The Worthy Baro* 

" net bad seen persons who stood up fa 
*' defence of an Absolute Government; he 
'* had seen others who preferred an Aris- j 
" tocracy ; and a thitd party who would | 
" rather ebuse a Democracy ; and he had 
“ perused well-written articles in defence 
" of each of these systems. But a man 
" who, would recommend an Oligarchy, 

“ and that too not of great men, but of 
" rotten borough-mongers, persons not to 
be found in any other country butojir 
" own, w'as om^hom he had never yet 
“ met with, Tliat was the root of all the 
“ evils under which the country now 
" groaned; and to this grand arid funda- 
" mental grievance he (Sir F. jSurdetl) bad 
his duty thus early to call the at- 
« teution of the House, and of the Prince 
" Regent.”--—-This, I dare say, is a very 
. imperfect account of what was said by Sir 
Francis, upon this subject; but, i take it 
•from the paper, where the debates are best 
given, the Morning Chronicle, and it will, 
at any rate, afibrd the reader the means of 
forming an idea of what must have passed 
as to this point, whichi iti fact, is the all in 
alt,’—^Afier speakftig of the abaiid^- 
ment uf pur cause by all »ur fbrtner allies, 
and showing the wieichod state of our 
afl^airs as to the continent of Europe, the 
Baronet turned to the state ot our own 
cottntry ; dwelt upon the means craplojred 
is collecting the revenue; upon the inter¬ 
ference ol the government between land¬ 
lord and tenant; upon the operation of 
the " land-tax redemption Act;” upon the 
slamps'oa wills and the legacy duty; 
upon the surcharges and other means of 
raising money, now in vogue through the 
country.--He next came to the enor¬ 

mous additions inadfi to the military force 
stationed at home, and to the oceans that, 
he said, had been made useyof to estrange 
the soldier from the citizen and*he citmert 
from the soldier; next ty the Germi^ 
Troops and the dressing’of Bnglidimfn in 
a Geitnan garb. From this he came to 
the subject of flogging soldiers,'and pro¬ 



mised that he would take on fbrijr oppor- 
loaity of fringing that subject vjpder tb* * 
particular consideration of the Ifpuse.—- 
The last point which he touched upon Was 
xheperihofthepreu. He concluded by an ex¬ 
pression of perfect confidence in the dispo¬ 
sition pf the Prince Regent, whose repeated 
pledges, he said, were a sure guarantee, 
that, the moment he should be relieved 
from the restrictions imposed upon him, 
be would avail himself of all thcpowers 
that in him lay of redressing the numerous 
grievances of the people, and particularly 
tlvat master grievance, the want of a par¬ 
liamentary reform.——Here Sir Fraweis 
brought forward the Address, which, hav¬ 
ing* been first read by himself, was then 
read by the Right Honourable the Sp'eaker, 
from the chair, in the foljj^ii^ng words : 

To His Royal Highness fhe Prince Regent. 

We, his Majesty’s most dutiful and 
loyal subjects, the Commons of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in 
Parliament assembled, return ,your Royal 
Highness the humble thank’s of this House 
for the most gracious Speech delivered by 
the Lords Commissioners by your Royal 
Highness’s command. 

We assure your Royal Highness, that 
we shall; without delay, take into our 
serious consideration, all the n^atters, to 
which you* Royal Highness has been 
pleased to direct our attention; and en¬ 
deavour to adopt such measures as are best 
calculated to meet the exigencies of the 
times. 

But we should deem it a failure in our 
duty, were we, on fliis solemn occasion, to 
?)rait ei^ressiog to your Royal Highness, 
with the frankiieqji jsuggested by a due 
sense of our fancuons, the sentiments we 
eutertgin on the present situation of our 
country, and point out to your Royal 
Highness tbp remedy, which, in our opi¬ 
nion, is called for by the evils already ex¬ 
perienced andiby the dangers which ap» 
*pear to be impending. 

We adways hear with great setisfoction, 
though not with surprise, that our country¬ 
men in arras, whether by land or by sea, 
miflotain the character of their ancestors; 
but, we cannot.; at the same lime, dismiss 
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from our tnbds all tonsideratipn of the 
Httle effect with wHIch their valour has 
been exefted ; and, in the cmsc, in which 
it baa been displayed, we lament to see 
nothing characteristic of that love of 
freedom, for which this nation has here¬ 
tofore been so highly renowned in the 
world. In looking through the his¬ 
tory of> the last eighteen years of war, 
we find the valour and resources of our 
country in no instance employed in t^e 
defence or restoration of freedom; but 

«k 

almost constantly in endeavours to prevent 
the oppressed from becoming free, os* to 
replunge them into slavery, to »e-harden 
the grasp of Ji^S^tism, and to sharpen the 
half-blunted fang| of persecution; so that, 
the British flag, formerly the dread of ty¬ 
ranny, appears, through this long and dis¬ 
graceful period, to have waved Only in 
hostility to ^he liberties and happiness of 
mankind. 

From a line of conduct so repugnant 
to justice, to the common sense and com¬ 
mon feeling of men, the natural results 
have ensued. In those distant regions, 
where, ignorance and feeb!eness.have ren¬ 
dered the people an easy prey to succes¬ 
sive usurpations, we have uniformly been 
cooqoeritfs, and, in overturning one des¬ 
potism, have, for the purposes necessary to 
the maintenance Sf corruption at home, 
uniformly erected another in its stead; 
while, in all those countries, where men 
have attained a knowledge of their rights, 
and have possessed* murage to- avenge 
themstelves on their oppressors, w« h^ve 
found fhw and ireacherqujfriends and many 
and implacable foes. The sovereigns, our 
•lUes, subdued not less by that ahnse of 
their power, which we endeavoured to 
vupport, than by the arms or their and our 
enemy, have either been djiveil from their 
thrones, or have abandoned eur cause and 
disclaimed our connection, as ih^ only 
means of retaining even a scanty portion 
of their former dominians; so that, after 
having ftirred up. in hostility to freedom, 
aimest every sovereign of the continent of 
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Ehrope; after having expeifded hoitlitiada 
of millions in support ,of that formidable 
but unprincipled league, we are, at last, re¬ 
duced to contend alone with the conqueror 
of that continent, upon a spot, which we 
have only assisted to desolate and ravage,in 
defence of sovereigns, who, unable to rely 
on the affection «f their sobjeCis, have 
sought their personal safety jn abdication 
or in flight. # 

To the regret at having seen the national 
resources exhausted in the prosecution of 
measures so fraughb at once, with wicked¬ 
ness and folly, we have not, however, to 
add the shame of having seen the people 
of this kingdom voluntarily lend their aid 
to those measures, Tfieir sense of justice 
and luve of freedom revolted at so inhuman 
a^rusade, which, at the outset, they con¬ 
demned, and against wl|||^h many had the 
virtue openly lo protc.si, well knowing, 
that a war against freedom, in other 
countries, was, in,reality, a war against 
the people of England themselfesr**-?.. 
cijibnteract the eflFect of opinions so ob¬ 
viously just, a system of terror Was 
resorted to; false alarms were ex¬ 
cited; spies and informers were hired; 
plots were invented ; cbn,structive treasons 
were revived, and new-fangled treasons en¬ 
acted ; the safeguards of personal liberty 
were removed ; fortresses, under the name 
of barracks', wffe established throughout 
the land; and the fame and the person of 
every man were placed at the absolute 
disposal of those, who, calling tlieraseives 
the servants of the king, were, in fact, the 
agl>'nt8 of that rapacious and haughty oli¬ 
garchy, who had long bittened on the mi¬ 
series of the country, and who,^injthe pio- 
gress of the principles of liberty, saw the 
seeds* of a destruction of their ill gotten 
j|>ower. j 

Under^the operation of this system we 
have beheld^much that remained of our 
liberties •wholly swept away; w'e have 
•tteen practisjd, ijitddr the name of collect- 
ing*a revenue and in the guise ^f legal 
proceethngs, acts of oppression and inihit,^ 
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which our for^thenVould have perished 
rather than endure. The dwellings, the 
books, the most private recesses and con¬ 
cerns of Englishmen, once so sacred, are 
now exposed to the intrusion and inquisi¬ 
torial scrutiny of numberless mercenary 
agents, appointed and removable at the 
pleasure of the crown. Financial rapacity 
breaks in between landlord and tenant, 
and, in violation of ev^ry principle of pro¬ 
perty, makes the Crown co-proprietor*n 
every man’s estate, having a prior claim 
upon his tenant. Uji^der the name of re¬ 
deeming a land tax it makes a general 
confiscation of landed property ; while, in 
the form of a stamp duty, it seizes the be- 
quest^of the dead in their passage to the 
living ; so that, at last, there is no man in 
England who can be said to be the owner 
or proprietor oi!0iy thing, the government 
having, by degrees, assumed a conlroul and 
mastership over property of every descrip¬ 
tion. There was a lime, in English his- 
^lyr^hen the extortions of an Empson 
and a Dudley, though under the sanction 
of an act of parliament, brought the prin¬ 
cipals to the blor k and consigned their 
subaltern agents to public vengeance in 
the pillory; buf, now have we many 
Empsons and Dudleys in every county, 
who, under the name pf surchargers, su¬ 
pervisors, &c. infl«t<t amercements and 
fines at their pleasurr*, tht parlies so 
amerced being denied not only an appeal 
to a jury, but even the aid of coun.sei or 
attorney to speak in their defence before 
those fiscal tribunals, which, to the terror 
of the people, are established in €very 
corner of the land. 

In qxact proportion to the increase of 
these extortions have we seen the increase 
of the military force, and the multiplica¬ 
tion of means calcujated to divest the sol¬ 
dier of all fellow-feeling with the citizen.' 
Cooped up in Barracks and Dep'ots, flogged 
for the most trifling offences,^the former 
loses, by degrees, ^ alj^ n;^ard for these 
rights of which he is deprived, all Attach¬ 
ment tothat constitution oht of the pale of 


which be Is placed, aVid become the passiy# 
and uncoqscious inyitrument of tyrannical 
coercion. But, mistrtistful of Englishmens* 
feelings, many .thousands of German aod 
other foreign mercenaries hat^e been in- 
trodiiced and placed on our military esta¬ 
blishment with privileges not possessed by 
the troops of our otvn country ; whole dis¬ 
tricts of England and large portiays of the 
English army hare been put under the 
command of German officers; and, the 
more etfectually to estrange the people 
from the nalivei, soldiers, the latter hire, 
in jnany instances, been compelled to as¬ 
sume a German garb. The Militia, here¬ 
tofore regarded as theconstitutional 
force of the country^pon the principle, 
that, as men bad most interest, so they 
would be most stout, in defending their li¬ 
berties and properties; the militia, having 
been long perverted from.its legitimate 
purpose, has, at last, by the interchange of 
the English and Irish Militias, been con¬ 
verted, with respect to the two countries, 
into the too convenient instrument of reci¬ 
procal oppression ; and especially with 
regard tp Ireland, where the just remon¬ 
strances and complaints of a generoutf, a 
gallant, agd long-suflfering people have 
uniformly been met with repulsion and 
disdain. In the institution of the Local 
Militia we bc'bold aff the severities of a 
military conscription without its impar¬ 
tiality and without a chance of its rewards; 
and, in the assumed prerogative of calling 
upon the people to perform military duty 
ufidCF that system of discipline which is 
now in practice, we*see every man in Eng¬ 
land, when commanded to take up arms in 
what is termed the defence of his country, • 
liable to experience the degradation and 
torture of the lasli; ■"* 

That a piBople, formerly so proud of 
their libiwlles, would be silent under such 
an acq,umalation of oppression, and that 
the cominanicatioD of indignant feeling 
would not, in'the end, produce resistance, 
was too much for even an insolei^ and ob¬ 
durate oligarcjiy to expect. Tbwefer*# 





tliC Press, never th^ la^t to soBer when 


shhraefal neslect ef oar datM, refntm#on 


freedom^is assailed, h|s become* in propor> ] 
tion to thp augmentation of these oppres- \ 
sions, amre and more an object of jealousy 
and of veflgeance. And, after having be¬ 
held the use that has been made of the 
unconstitutional assumption of power by 
the Attorney General to file Ex Officio In- 
fornialions, to accuse, to aftaign, to amerce, 
to bold to bail, to ruin, or to pardon, whom¬ 
soever he pleases; after liaving^seen that 
this accuser, an officer of the crown ve- 
intfvable at its pleasure, hj^s also the power 
of demanding'a jury, not taken out of, an 
impartial pannel, but selected by another 
officer of tbet^fiwn ; after having seen a 
judge so eager to t^nvict as openly to an¬ 
ticipate guilt before bearing the evidence 
in defence; after having seen the sentences 
in cases of political libel gradually become 
more and more severe till they have far 
surpassed in'severity those for the greater 
part of felonies, including long imprison¬ 
ment, heavy fines, banishment to distant 
jails, and confinement in solitary cells, 
going to the almost certain ruin and the 
probable death of the persecuted parties; 
after having seen all this, and taken a view 
of the number of persons thus suffering at 
this moment, we cannot, we confess, see 
much room for repeating the congratula¬ 
tion of our forefathors upon the abolition of 
the cruel and accursed Court of Star 
Chamber, which did, without a Jury, that 
which is now done by means of a Jury 
chosen by an officer of the Crown an al-, 
teration which only serves to screen a cor¬ 
rupt political Judge fsofh his due share of 
public odium, and to dejfrive the victim of 
, that public compassion, which is always 
called forth in behalf of those vvho sufter 
.JQcora undisguised tyranny. * 

To particularise the fatal effects of this 
course of misrule w,puld, if itVere possible,, 
be useless, they being too visible in the 
picltiplied embarrassaients and abject^tate 
of the Country, whether,in its afiairs at 
borne or abroad. But, to the great cause 
Ibese evils we cannot, without a 


beseeching the attention of ydor Boyal 
Highness, who will, at once, perceive that 
we allude to the want of a real represen- 
talion of the people in the Commons* 
House of Parliament. With a fair repre¬ 
sentation, the people arc never in danger; 
because, from whatever qu'arter they feel 
grievance approaching, here is their court 
of appeal, here their means of immediate 
redress. Without such a representation, 
the people are never safe; they have no 
court of appeal, no/rieud in government, 
no' means of redress or of protection. To 
the want of such a representation, to the 
want of a House of Commons emanating 
from the peoples* choice and spteaking 
their sentiments, we owe eighteen years of 
war against France, lest‘example should 
produce a reform of cor^piion and abuses 
at home. To the want of such a repre¬ 
sentation we owe the hundreds of millions 
of debt, which have debased our currency, 
sapped the foundations of covenantsv^nHC 
hHated confidence, and added new crimes 
to our already sanguinary criminal code. 
I'o the want of such a re|)resenlation we 
owe the unpunished rapacity of' .priae 
courts, the insults and iirjuries innumeralde 
against frieirdly nations, the ruin of com¬ 
merce and mauufactures, and lh£ countless 
number of paupers,, whose state, when 
contrasted witlu the luxury proceeding 
from the public money lavished on place¬ 
men and pensioners, would be beyond 
human endurance without the -ever-awing 
aspect of military force. 

Ifi any thing be yet wanting to work 
conviction of these truths, we implore ywnr 
Royal Highness to cast your eyes oyer the 
Continent, of Europe. Not a ’Sovereign 
has there been dethroned, not a state has 
there been subdued, where ihe way of the 
conqueror was not paved by corruption in 
the governtnent, and by the tyranny wbich 
cocruption^ne^er fails, sooner or later, to 
cgll to its support. ^ And, when we see the 
sanae^^Mes at work amongst ourselvesi 
wbeP vveiiear the worst sort of fortnqitims 
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not ttat denied, but attblusbingty 
ivowi^ and vindicated Upon the ground of 
itt being as notorious as the sun at noon 
day, it were presumption unparalleled to 
hope, that similar edects will not follow. 

To put an end, therefore, to corruptions 
and abuses, by a constitutional reformation 
of the Commons’ House of Parliament, ap¬ 
pears to us to he the only means of recon¬ 
ciling the people to their government, of 
rekindling their zeal and invigorating theii^ 
exertions, of insuring the independence of 
the country and the sa.fely and stability 
of the throne. 

r 

The Address having been read, it was 
seconded by Lord Cochrane, in the fol¬ 
lowing words, as given in the report of the 
debate in the Morning Chronicle, llis 
l^ordsbip’s speech contains matter of very 
' great importance nit states facts, of whief! 
every one seemWjefore to have been 
ahnosi wholly ignorant; but wiiich are 
wortliy of p.trtieniar attention, more es¬ 
pecially as bis Loinship appears to have 
ari,#ye witness of the most matenal 
part of what he thought it his duty to lay 
^ before, the House and the public. —— 
'' Lord Cochrane rose and seconded the 
* Address of the Honourable Baronet. 
*' He perfectly concurred with iiis Ho- 
" noiirable Friend jn all tlu! sentiments 
“ winch that Address expre ssed, ami more 
“ especially in that part ot it w hich related 
•• to the progress of the wpr in the Penin- 
sula. It was no less evident to him than 
" tu his Honourable Friend, tlvt our ex- 
“ ertious were tni$dir«'Cted, and that we 
“ only sought lo perpt mate a despotism 
“ in the rulers, and a subjection in the 
“ people, w hich a free natiun should abhor. 
“ He would allow, indeed, and it must be 
•* allowed by all parlies, that rtur trooj^s 
“ had behaved with a gallantry which 
« might delight but could not astqjiisb us, 
*• and llyit they were ably conducted by 
“ Lord Weliirigton ; but the forces of- 
“ Grc at Britain aluno were iimdequafe to 
“ contend with those of France; and there 
" was no cordial co*uperatioa between 
" thefoa and the Portuguese. spoke 
from facts that had occurred within his 
own observation, and thcrelBre be spoke 
<< decidedly. Nor was it possiBie they 
*' cot ld cordially co-opesaltf *m a cause* 
" which, they were compelled to uplToid 
*' under Ute pressure of a military system 


•• that was horrible. He had Metlf^ buUi 
“ in Sicily and PortoAl, the men mpiveti 
“ like slavei, in chams. He bad seen 
•‘them dying in the highways ailtl fields 
“ like dogs, without medical attendance, 
and without assistance of any %nrt-<-^he 
bad beheld them without the covering 
of clothes, and without the shelter of a 
'• bouse. And he would ask, if men thus 
“ raised, thus treated, could have the 
“ feelings of soldiers or of patriots?^ or if 
“ a war thus carried on can be expected 
" to terminate successfuliy ? But these 
“ vwre not the only evils of which that 
“ people had lo complain—that people to 
whom it is our boast that we have given 
" freedom. The jails and the dungeons of 
“ the Inqui^sition were filled with unhappy 
" wrptches who pined there,in hopeless 
"captivity, unvisited evoift^y the cheer- 
" irtg hope of a trial: ain so little influ- 
" ence have we in effect in that country, 

" that a British Minister at Lisbon was 
" forced to make his escape to England 
" that he miglu not share, even by itupli- 
“ catioi:, the guilt of such proceedings. 

*' He would add also, from his own per- 
" soiial observation, that there is not an 
“ individual, either in Sicily or Portugal, 

" who does not thoroughly abhor the Bri- 
" tish name; and I hat our army in the 
" former place has been sent out, not to 
*' keep the, French from invadiiig it, but 
"merely to perpetuate a most detestabU 
" and insupportable oppression of vhe peo- 
" pie. If tii« ministers had any doubt of 
" I hose facts, he wished a party of them 
" might bo exported every year to Por- 
“ tugai and bicily, tbJtt they might see 
" and know them, in l elernng to the in- 
" tenial slate of the country, it was his 
" firm opinion, that if the present system 
« was persevered in, England must ine- 
"avitabljis be ruined. Our situation, in- 
"deed, was truly alarming; our bank 
" pjper depreciated*; ,oor taxes increased 
" and increasing ; the lower class of peo- 
" pie it^ danger of starving, and the ne- 
“ cessary consequences of twa, a number 
of needy and vicious indtvidnals let 
" loose upon sbeiety. in adverting to that^ 
" part of the Prince Regent’s speech, 
" which related to the war in the Peninsula 
‘"(which war he believed* it would be im- 
" possible fiar ns to caury on without the 
*« tevival of our former commerce), he 
" could not consider onr army in any 
olher light than an army of observation; 
"it was iudompetent to the defence of 
" Spain i it might indeed defend Por- 
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*' tugal, till the Fr^ch collected safficient the same time, interspersed these obier* 

*'supplies, and then it must fall back to " vations with persona/ a//u 5 toas, pf tbe 
«' Portalegre. Wa* this a defence of For- *' foundation of which be was not a^sufed, 

« tugab? It could not be called such. We " and had made them at a <t»w, end iri a 
“can remain there no longer than the “p/ace, of which he did not a/togct&sr see tAe 

“French choose to let os. After going proprietyj'' -Of the personal allusions, 

“through several of the particulars of the Attorney General spoke afterwards,, as 
the Honourable Baronet’s Address, and we shall presently see; but, as to the titne 
“echoing its sentimenti^^with regard to and the p/ace, I really cannot see how they 
“ the state of the press, the waste of could form any objection to the matter 
“ public money, the taxe.s, and their mode contained in the Address. The Address 
“of'being levied, by which no man’s professed to be a statement of a part, at 
“ house was any longer sacred, the Ho- eleast, of Hit grinances of the people ; and 
“ nourable member adverted to our natural what place could be so proper lor ibis as 
fitness for conducting a maritime war, that w’here the people’s representatives 
^ and referred the Ministers to an oration were assembled^, what time so proper as 
“ of Demosthenes, for the manner in ^hich that when the people’s represenlaiives 
itjihould be carried on. It was his opi- were answering a Speech upon the general 
“ nion that.there should have beeij fre- concerns of the natioa? If there was, as 
qiient descdRte made upon various parts there might possibly be, any thing incor- 
« of the Frencn^coast, by which means rfct in the Address itself .(for Sir Francis 
“ not one of those armies which are now Burdett is not infallible any more than 
“ subjugating Spain could have stirred out other mortals), that incorrect part mighty 
" of France ; for in each individual part *liave been objected : and, as Mr. 
“where a descent might be expected, a Whitbread approved W a large part of h, 
“ resisting force equal to the Opposing one it seems to me that he might have taken 
“must have’been kept up.—^The Noble" the pains to endeavour to improve the Ad- 
“ Lord concluded his speech by second- dress by such Amendments' a.s to him it 
“ ingthe Addrcssof his Hon. Friend, which might have appeared to requisc. J’hj!. 

had his unqualified approbation.”—— great end of discussion, and, indeed, the 
After this Lord Jocelyn nwe. Hi.s Lordship only endofit,isto arrive ataright decision.^ 
did not.stop to an.swfr any part of the In Lord Jocelyn, vvho appears to have dis- 
Speech ‘of ilie Baronet or that, of Lord approved of the vihole of the Address, it 
Cochrane, but cimtented himself simply was perfectly consistent to move, for the 
with saying,that he wholly disapproved of setting of the whole aside , but, in a gen- 
ali that they had .said, and wf all that was tleman, who approved of a large part of it, 
contained in the Address, to which he pro- it would, it appears to me, have been more 
ceeded to propo.se an amendment, which, as consistent to et^deavour to get rid of what 
the .news-paper.'#* tell us, was an eciio to he thought bad, aad to preserve what he 
the Speocli of the I»ords Commissioners, thoughtg«od.-»r— Sir Vicary Cihhs'soh]e.c.- 
He was seconded by Mr. vi-lio also lion went to the whole also, it appears; 
expressed his disapprobation of the Ad- but, there was one part to which he made 

dress.-Where ihere is no contradiction, a specific objection. Indeed, he dcldedthe 

there cannot be said to l>e any debate, fact that it contained; and, as I am a great 
Two gentlemen, however, did start objec- advocate for truth, whether in an Address 
tionsto certain par<,s (*f the Address; *Mr. oj a Spet'cli, I shall here insert, from the 
and Sir Vicary Gibbs. The for- fullest leport of this part of the debate that 
mer -is reported to have “ declare^, that he I have seen (that in the Times newspaper), 
“ fully coincided in a large part of what had what Sir Vicary Gibbs said, and ^Iso wbat 
“ fallerf from the Hon. Baronet j but as the Sir Francis .said in reply. 'The words of 
.. “ House seemed now to be*proceeding to both are reported as follows. 

“ a division, he thought it necessary to “ The yf#/or»fy 6 'en<fa/was not present 
“ say, that he could noUvote in support “ when the Honouaable Baronet made his 
'* eithec nf the iVtldressmoved by tbeHoh. “ spe|gh; but he had heard the Address 
“ Baronet, or of the Amendment moved “ reaC *and in it there were particular 
“ by the Noble Lord. He conceived that “ words which impelled him to offer to 
the Hon. Baronet had traced waBy of “ the House a few observations.' The 
“ those national misfortunes, which were “ whole of thae address be certainly rc-^ 
“now so deeply deplored, to their true “iJrobated; but the particularivords to 
“ and legitimate sourgey; but be bad, at ** which be ‘ alluded, were these wbicli 




went to itigmatixe the'character of a 
learned Judge, and were, in substance 
/‘ that “ that learned judge had anticipated 
•• •* a verdkt of guilty on the trial qf Mr. 

•• « finite/" He would take upon himself 
•* to say, that this statement of the Ho- 
'» nourable Baronet, with respect to Lord 
“ Ellenborough, was wholly unfounded. 

** It was well known, that no man could 
" discharge the duties of his high station 
“ with more liberal justice than that 
“ Learned Lord ; and as.to the trial which 
was particularly adduced, he would ven» 
“ ture to say, that no defence could be 
" heard more patiently than that which 
"Mr. White thought'proper to mak^. 
" Mr. While made many objections on 
" the legality of what was urged against 
" him : those objections he argued by his 
" Counsel, but he did not commit his de* 
" fence to his legal assistant. Both bis 
*' Counsel and himself were beard with 
^ singular forbearance : their objectiunjit 
" were heard ov;Aand over again ; and 
•' he was conftdein, that during the whole 
“ of the trial not one word fell from the 
" Noble Lord which could in the slightest 
•» manner justify the assertion, that he was 
$ d t m > eager for a conviction as to anticipate 
" the verdict. Indeed, he was at a !o#s 
^ " to conceive what part it was of the 
language of the Noble l^ord on that oc- 
" casion, vvhich gave rise to the severe 
comment of the Hon. Baronet. 

"Sir Francis bitrdett, in explanation, 
" said, that what he founded his assertion 
“ upon, was that part of Lord Ellen- 
" borough’s language to Mr. White, 
" where his Lordship'advised that Gentle- 
" man to reserve his e^iderft;e uatii Iw 
" should be hrought up for judetnent. 

" The Attorney General. It is evident, 
“ from the explanation of the Hon. Baro- 
" net himself, that Lord Elienhomugh 
"acted even a hmnatx* part. (Hear, hear.) 
" It is plain, that Lord Ellenborough o«ly 
" Bdvi.sed Mr. White to reserve his evi- 
" dence for ajidavits, in mitigtaion qf pa- 
.**nishmmui which, though they woul i 
" not serve him as evidence on the. trial, 
" mignt be advantageous to him shoold he 
" be brought up foi judgment. 

" Sir FrancishuTii^tt re|>lied,, that he did 
" not think the Noble Lord mtich h-enc- 
. " fitted by this triumphant t^planation of 
" the Right lion. Gentleman. Qne thing 
" w 18 certain, that the remark of thf 
" Judge was made the*evidence was: 
" heartf." 

As this was the only part of the Ad¬ 


dress that became i|iatter xA diAaiU, it 
will be right to afFord|the reader the best" 
possible means of forming a righf judg¬ 
ment thereon.-1 will obtruefe updn 

him no opinion of my own; I will not 
even offer any thing in the way'of argu¬ 
ment ; but will simply quote that passage 
of the report of Mr. While’s Trial, to 
which, it seems, f?ir Francis Bnrdett al> 
luded, when he says, in his Address; 

" after having seen a judge so esjger to 
" convict as to anticipate guilt before 
“ hearing the evidence in defence.” The 
pas"hage of the Trial, here alluded to, 
stands as follows in the report published 
in the Times Nevaspaper : 

"•At the conclusion of the defence, Mr. 
" White asked, whether he meant to 
" call witnesses to speak to what he had 
" opened. 

" Lord Ellenborough ^d, that the evl- 
" dence he had stated would iro only in 
"mitigation, and not to acquittal? but, 
" his Lordship wished to know, whether 
" the Dt U tidant would prefer luiving it 
“ on bis Notes, or by affidavit.'? befoci: the 
" Court hereafter. 

" The Defendant at first cho.se to wait; 
" but, the foreman of the jury s.tying it 
" would be more salislarlorv to hit mind 
" to hear it, the defendant calletl lii.s wit- 
" ness. 

" Lord Ellenborough told the ’juryman 
" to what extent only it would atiect the 

case. Every printer wa.s l etqion.sible 
"for what* was printed at his pre.ss; 
" otherwise the luomeni a man gets into 
" jail he uiiglit open his engine for all 
" sorts of libtd witli impunity.” 

Now, wlieiln r this was a correct report 
of what passed is more thmi 1 cart say ; 
but, it is, word for word, what was pub¬ 
lished in the Tioier newspapf r and also 
1^1 the Oburier news-paper. I saw' the re¬ 
port iw mher news papers ; and, though 
the words rpigilt tfifler a little from the 
above, ihfe Substard e appeared to me to 
toe the«s8in:e. ‘ Whetht r this w'as " an :.n- 
" (icipatiori of guilt before' bearing the 
“ evideitce ip defence,” is whaV I shall 
not. pretend to deiermine. My object is 
to place all the facts folly and fiiriy before 
the reader, lelvins him to form his own 
judgment as. TO the correct ness or incor- 

rcctne.«S.of bir F<accis’» ailusion.-But, 

in answer to the rharge.s agaiicst Sir 
Fronds, circulated ‘through the venal 
prints, I mjisi be pvrmiiicd to mak some 
observarions of my own. H- • sj-circli has 
been culled mischievous; it iia.s been called. 
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l»y the Morniag ^st, *• a prepared and 
satire, iiu^ as might become a 
#'sfiiiitious Severn meeting, upon the 
" wbol^ of his Majesty’s long and ve- 
*' nerated reign. I’hus,” eontinat s the 
writer,at Uie moment when the reprc- 
“ sentailvcs of the nation were called 
“ upon sedately and solemnly to express 
" their grief at tlie pm/rj^cled illness of a 
" beloved Sovereign, did this paragon of 
" patriotism tome forwanl to nvUe liis 
" memory Oiid ridicule the. mo^t sulidury 
“ meastires of l;is reign.”—-—-! vvondtr 
wliether there be any man liviitg, ^ho 
lias the face to say, tliai he approves 
r^f these falsehoods? A<id, mark the can¬ 
dour of the*\vriier, who while he thusde- 
.•jcrihes the Address of Sir Fr^cis, takes 
care not to publish it; takes care not to af¬ 
ford his readeJ^^an opportunity of detect¬ 
ing the falsehootj^w'hich he so unsparingly 

promulgates.-For my part, I will offer 

no opauon upon the Address, mueh less will 
{ attempt to orge any arguments in its de¬ 
fence. 1 will let it lake its own chance 
in the wor.ld. I have enabled the reader 
to form his own judgment on it. By its 
own merits of demerits, let it, I say, stand 

or fall.-rEut, I fee! riiy.sodf at fuii liberty 

to observe on the matmer, in which it has 
been assaiied; and, I put it to the candour 
of any man, whether he sees, in this Ad- 
drfc.ss any thing reviling the memory of the 
Idng; w hether he sees any thing of ridicule 
in it; and whether this mode o\' answering 
its statements is likely to ‘be succe.ssfol 
with any impartial man; nay, whether it 
be not manifestly injurious to the cause it 
seems to espoused——This Address con¬ 
tains a great number of piisithns and as¬ 
sertions. I'hese, if untenable, or untruoi 
admit of refutation and disproof; and the 
way to answer the Address, is, to refute 
and disprove them, and not to l»ad thdr 
author with foul abuse and false accusa¬ 
tions.-The use •of the press, as* far 

as relates to politics, fe, first, to convey 
true information to the people; 3^, next, 
to afford the means of discussing dispoted 
points. ’In this instance we see the infor- 
jnation withheld, and the (fiscassion sup¬ 
plied by abuse; by sheer, foul, personal 
abuse. This is not the «fay, in which 1 
am accustonied f«i proceed. I i,rilieft life 
thing upon which I comment. etvable 
the re uler to judge between me and my 
©ppoiteop I let hill), hear both sides. 
This is a fair w>ay of proeeei^ing; and, it 
fa the only way to produce ccmvktioa. 
ahotild like to aeejtir Francis’s Ad- 


dress answered in ihia vrayf I 
to see some one take it, f>aragraph by 
ragraph, and give it an answer j aBd» if 
any gontlcinan will do this, ptiUhiig hk 
name to what he writes!, I promise him, 
that I will give publicity to his answer, 
provided it do not exceed four times the 
length of the Address; provided his an¬ 
swer reach me within fiileen days; and 
provided it do not contain any personal 
abuse—-—Now, if this ofler be not ac¬ 
cepted, and, if those who disapprove of the 
•Address confine themselves to foul abuse of 
the A4dres.s and its author, accompanied 
with all sorts of misrepresentations and 
fuishouds, wbat,l ask, must be the conclu- 
.sinn in the minds of ail impartial men ? 
And, observe, impartial men only are those 
about whose opinions any one need be 
solicitous. 

. I have now endeavoured to put upon 
record a fair account of the w hole of the 
memorable proceedings of the 7th of 
nuary, 1812. 1 havetfi^cn, as far as I am 

able, an impartial bi^orian of the origin 
and fate of the Address, of which, perhaps, 

I should have ^id much less (for it 
speaks pretty plainly for itself), had I not 
.seen such utiwarraritable means made<xes:n»i 
<jf to give it a false representation to tbe 
fatblic. There is another consideratioi}. / 
This Address will be heard of in foreign 
countries; it will be heard of in America, 
on the continent of Europe, and- in the 
Colonies. It is therefore, right that it 
should go forth in its proper light. . 'I'be 
author of it has pledged his reputation 
upon it; it contains bis opinions as to po« 
litics; it is his declaration as to the na¬ 
tion’s afiairs at home and abroad ; and, 
what must the world think of us, if we 
appear to shut our ears against tt» and 
bear, in answer to it, nothing but the most 
foul and disgracefpl abuse; 'language not 
fit to be used by any but the lowest and 

m«.^t repTobate classes of men.-We 

are told, that the Address has received 
quite a suiiicicnt answer in the fact of 
there being only one genUentan, Mr. 
CUTIlBEliT, to vote for it, besides the 
mover and seconder. But, if this be re¬ 
garded as a sufficiSnt auswer; if the mo¬ 
nosyllable NO bd a sufficient answer, 
why all .this abuse? Why so much ex¬ 
pression of nnger and resentment? Why, 
not let i^e thing die a quiet death ? Why 
,not let it drop out of sight, and never be 
ntofe heard of-k^-A-The truth is, that Sir 
Francis Burdett is supposed to s|)eak .the 
sentiments of a very considerable portion 
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afil^ of kiiigdon); this tiir»e 

wri^s kno^v, and that is ths cause •, 
of tfaeji^ Wigeri But, would it not, then, ' 
he bettet iic^ them to give the .address a i 
fitir ^sWer ? Perhaps they think it un- i 
worthy of it; and, if that be the case, > 
why say any thing at all about it r At i 
any rate, no good can postibly arise to i 
itit opponents by loading it and its author i 
with that abuse, which can degrade only 
those who resort to suclt means of attack. ^ 
Before I conclude I cannot withhold a 
remttrk or two upon tlie oonduct of these 
renal prints towards sir Prancis Burdett 
«s a mcmlter of parliatnait. We saw how 
they ail approved of the commitment and 
long imprisonment of hJr. Gale Jones,, 
whose crime was that of adTertising a 
dheustion of the conduct of Mr. Yorke in 
the House. We bare seen them join in 
approbation of every punishment of this 
sort; and heard them, upon such occa» 
sions, talk, in loud terms, of the dignity of 
parliament. But, as to sir Francis Bur*, 
dett, they appear ‘^think him, as one of 
them thought the smdiers, out of the ^ale 
of the constitution. They seem to think, 
that there is no la/a for him ; and, if we 
may judge from their writings, there is no 
iasfksdiment but their want of courage to 
their knocking of his brains out in the* 
tipjen street, or even in his seat in the 
House. Upon this occasion, they ciUl 
him a " democratic poppeta “ mis- 
" chievom Baronet j’ the “ ass in the 
" fable.’^ They say that the Address, 
which, he proposed to the House, was fit 
for " a seditious tavern meetingand 
they say, that Mr. Ciithbert disgraced 
himself in voting for tt. Now, wa ail 
know, that they would no? darfi to talk 
thus of any body else. This is the liberty 
if tite frut, of which they boast, and which 
they enjoy in perfect safety; for the ob¬ 
ject of their Miack (who never speaks 
harshly of any body but those v^hom lie 
deetais the great enemies of his country)% 
though be st^s nothing of these venal 
scribes, thiniu, doubtless, with the honest 
poet, that • . 

“ The villain’s censare is extorted praise j” ' 
mid thus he contents himself, leaving ihe 
law of libel and the privileges of parlia- ' 
fnent for the benefit of those who may 
deem them necessary safeguards of their 
^reputmion. • 

So much for the Proceedings tin the 
,ft«t day of the Session. ,I hjiye only to 
add, upon this occasion, ait observation ar 
t^o upon %e state of p(tnk$, if any thing 


.IbweiSiii^ ^ f59 

like party oan still be said to exist. What 
a change has taken pi:4c in this respect! 
The Whigs, as they §te still sometimes 
called, seem to be fast melting away into 
a stale of individuality. There is no leader 
whom they acknowledge; no man i» whom 
they have confidence; no set of principles 
to which they f:0 much as profess to be 
attached. As to tlie rninisUrs, they have 
power, and that is all. There is no leader ; 
or, at least, no one seems to know who is 
the leader. There is no great man, iflther 
in point of talent or family, that makes any 
Tig'irp, on either side. And, as to tbo 
peop'ic, they really seem as indifferent, 
with respect to all choice between th^ 

. parties, as they are with respect .to the epn- 
queslS'of sugar-islands. The truth is, that 
the reputation of party has been wholly 
destrtryed. The people ar^weary of the 
thing. They have seen, ^at no change of 
men docs them any good ;* tiiey see that 
the difficulties of the country and their 
, own burdens still go on increasing; hope 
is, at last, dead within them; and, they 
either turn from politics with disgust, or, 
if they have any glimmering of hope left, 
it is one so mixed with fear, that they 
know not whether to cherish or to repel 
their expectations. This is an aw'ful 
• state for a country to be in; but, this is 
the state, in which England is at this day. 
The taxes, if not augmented nominally, 
must be in ‘reality, by the means of in-, 
creased .severity in the mode and tiqie and 
measure of collection. And, is there a re- 
flectlug man, who does not beiieve, that 
some great c/ifoige must be produced at last ? 
Is there one such man, who sincerely be- ' 
lieves, that we can, without some very 
great change of .system, extricate our¬ 
selves from this state? There are men, 
and, some of them, very well meaning 
men, who still rail against Jacobins and 
Levellers. Alas! whai have they done ? 
Whabhave they beei^ able to do ? They 
have had no h'an(( iri producing this 
stale of things. The railing against them 
; might, at one time, proceed from alarm; 
but, it is bow tbe effect of a sort of<«eti 9 e<- 
less resentmenuhat knows not what to fall 
! upon. If there were any great body of 
■ the nobility and Ec:nfr\% standing forward 
' for,a reform of the systen* which has led 
: to the present calamities, the spirit of the 
country vvduld be very different from w hat 
; it is; but* we see np such body. The 
) gentlemen of Engird seem to have given 
r up the country to the minister of the day. 

} Each seeat® hir nobody hut himself; 
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and to think himse^ pretty well off, if he 
has weight enougtJleft to secure him the 
periniMion to hare a sufficiency to live 
upon. •Therbarriers, erected by the pride 
and circumstance of family worth and by 
the circles of hospitality, are all swept 
away. There is no longer any interme¬ 
diate link. The natural magistracy, as 
Hume calls it, is extingui.-ihed. All 
authority now proceed# immedtetely from 
the government. Th«Te is not a vil¬ 
lage nr England where the Surveyor of 
Taxes is not a more powerful man^han 
the Lord of the Manor. The principle of 
obedience is that of fear and not of love. 
What must be the feeling of an English 
Gentleman, if there be*one witli any feel- 
ing Jeft, who first mounted hishuntel- fifty 
years ago, and who now sees his son a sul>- 
scriber to a (Hmnly pack, and, in public 
places, instearlVif a plain and bold as- 
siTter of his cotmry’s rights, an humble 
and aukward imitator of flie special plead¬ 
ers of the day, anxious only not to be 
thought the friend of those few , who still 
are not ashamed to contend for the liber¬ 
ties of Englund ; who still are not asham¬ 
ed to assert that Englishmen have rights ! 
The lot of such a father is not to be en¬ 
vied even by the hoary beggar that sweeps 
the crossing in the streets. Bolhare butope 
remove from a leiurn to the earth whence 
they sprang; but the latter, if not quite 
,unconscioas of the fallen stateTof his coun¬ 
try, li^s, at least, the consolation of know- 
itig, that he has never, by a|;t or omission, 
contributed towards the cause by wiiich it, 
was produced. 

• W“. COBBETT. 

Stole y/soB, NewsrfUe, Frtdtiy, 

\i)th Junmry, 1812. 


AMElllCAN 'STATES,. 

* Orders in Couni;il» » 

Mr. Pinkney to M^. Smith.- —-LpudoB, 
JuhT M, )8il. 

( Contitaced/rom p. HQ.J 

. .....[’prepared 

amanawer accordingly ami sent ii in with 
the other note, and a notexif the 15ih, re- 
apeciing two A'liurican srhooners lately 
captur^ on their way^O Bourdeaux, for 
a breach pf the Orders in Council. Co¬ 
pies of all these papers are inclosed.— 
My atisvver to Lord Wellesley’s letter 
was written Onder 4he pressure of indis¬ 
position and the influence of jiiore indig« 
nation, tbsn copld be weH suppressed. 
His letter proves srhat scarcely required 


proof, that if the present Govemmeht* 
continues, we cautiot be friends 
England. 1 need not analyse it to youi 
—lam still so weak as to find 
nieiitto make this letter a shortphet 
will therefore only add, that I have de¬ 
rived great satisfaction from your instruc¬ 
tions of the 15th of November, and have 
determined to return to the United Slates 
in the Essex. She will go to L’Orient for 
Mr. Grayson, and then come to Cowes 
for me and uiy family. I calculate on 
sailing about the last of February. The 
choice of a Charge d’ailairs embarrasses 
me exceedingly ; but I will do the best I 
can. The dispatches by the Essex were 
•delivered to mf by Lieut, llndgers on 
Sunday. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Lord Wellesley to Mr. Pinlcney. - Foreign 

Ojfice, Dec. 29, 1810. 

' Sir,—In Bcknowleclgiiig the receipt of 
your letter of the 10th instant, I must 
•express my regret that you should hav«. 
thought it necessar'^o introduce into 
that letter any topics which might tend to 
interrupt the conciliatoiy spirit in w'hich 
it i.s the sincere disposition of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s government to conduct every ne* 
gociation with the government ofllii 
•United States.—From an anxious desire 
to avoid all discussions of that tendency.*^ 
1 shall proceed, without any farther ob- * 
servation, to communicate to you the 
view which his Majesty’s government has 
taken of the principal question which 
funned the object of uiy enquiry during 
our conference of tlie .0th iHstant. The 
letter of the Ffench Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to the Ainirican Minister at Paris,' 
of the 9ih or*August 1810, did not ap- 
|>car to his Maje.sty’8 govenmient to con¬ 
tain such a notification of the repeal of 
the French Decrees of Berlin and Milan , 
as could justify hi.s Majesty’s govemmeiit 
in repeitjing the British Orders in Goun- 
Pil. That letter statc.s, “That the De¬ 
crees of Berlin and Milan are revoketf, 
and that from the 1st of November, 1810, 
they will cease to be in force, iisbeing un¬ 
derstood that in consequence of this de¬ 
claration the English shall revoke their 
Orders in Council, and renounce the new 
principles of blockade which they have 
attempted to establish.”—The purport of 
this declaufttion appeared lobe, that thc'^' 
repealvof the Decrees of Berlin and Milan 
w ould takq effect Irom the 1st of Noveia- 
btr, prov*ded that Great Britain, antece¬ 
dently to that day, and in consequence 
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tb^ revoke tbie Orderiy^practical,instance of our renunciation of 

ill<- Connoil, and abouid. renounce thosJlIihose principles of bbekade which are 
of blockade which the French condemned by the French Government, 
ipt^f^facnent alleged to be new. A se- Those principles of blockade Great Bri* 
pitfine <$0^^ relating to America tain has asserted to be ancient and es* 
seemed also to be contained in this decla* tabiished by the laws of maritime war, ac» 
ration; by which America might un> knoWledgeil by all civilixed nations, and 
derstand that the Decrees of Berlin on which depend the most valuable rights 
and Milan would be actually repealed and interests of this nation. If the Berlin 
on the Ist of November, 1810, provided and Milan Decree* are to be considered 
that America should resent any refusal of as still in force, unless Great Britain shall - 
the British government to renounce" the renounce these established foundations of 
principles of blockade, and to revoke the her maritime rights and interests, the pe- 
Orders iii Council.—By your explanation,* riod of time is not yet arrived, when the 
it appears; that the American Government repeal of her Orders in Council can t>« 
understands the letter of the French Mi- claimed from her, either with reference 
nisier as announcing an •absolute repeal to the promise of this Governqient, or to 
<nj the let of November, 1810, of the the safety and honour of the nation. I 
French Decrees of Berlin and Milan ; trust that the justice qf the American'Go- 
which repeal, however, is not to continue vernment will not consider tRat France, 
in force, unless the British government, by the repeal of her obnoxious decrees, 
within a reasonable time after the Istc^' under such a condition^ has placed the 
November, 1810, shall fulfil the two cun- question in that state which can warrant 
ditiunssiated distinctly in the letter of the. America in enforcing the non-intercourse 
French Minister. ;v<UndtM- this explana- act against Great Britain, and not against 
tion, if nothing nitne had been required France. In reviewing the actual state of 
from Great Britain for the purpose of se< this question, America cannot fail to ob- 
curing ibe continuance of the repeal of serve the situation in which the commerce 
the French decrees than the repeal of our of neutral nations has been placed by 
in Council, 1 should not have he- many recent acts of the French Govern- 
siiated to declare the perfect readiness oi> ment; nor can America reasonably ex- 
it^is Government to fuUil that condition, pect that the system of violence and in- 
Qu these terms tlie British Government has justice now pursued by France with un- 
always been sincerely disposed to repeal remitted activity {while it serves to illus- 
tlie Orders in Council. It appears, how- trate the true spirit of her intentions), 
ever not only by the letter of the French should not require some precautions of 
Minister, but by your explanation, that defence on the part of Great Britain.— 
the repeal of the Orders in Cbancil will Having thus staled my view of the several 
not satisfy either the French or the Ame- considerations arising frorg the letter of the 
tican government. Thb British govern- French Minister, and from that with 
ment is farther required by the* letter of which you have honoured me, it remains 
tire French Minister, to renounce those only to express my solicitude, that you 
principles of blockade which the French should correct any interpretation of either 
Government alleges to be new. A re- which you may think erroneous. If, 
feience to the.'tcnns of the Berlin Decree eitfrer by\he terms of the original De- 
will serve to explain the extent of this re- cree to which the Fr^ch Minister's letter 
quisition. The Beilin Decree slates, thad refers, or by any othdV authentic docu- 
Great Britain “ extends the right of block- mem, you can prove, that the Decrees of 
ade to commercial unfurtihed towns, and Berlin and Milan are absolutely repealed, 
to ports, harbours, and mouilii of rivers, and that no farther condition Js re- 
which, according to the principles and quired of Greas Britain than the repeal of 
practice of all civilized nations, is ohly her Orders in Council, I shall receive any 
applicable to fortified places.” On the such infurmation with most sincere satis- 
part of the American Government, I un- factivm; desiring you to usiderstand, that 
derstand you to require, that Great Bri- the British Government retains an anxious 
'tain should revoke her order oJ| blockade solicitude So revoke the Orders in Coun- 
pf May 18tJ6. Combining you%requi- cil, as soon as the Berlin and Milan De- 
sitioii wilh that of the French,Minister, I screes shall be efFectaally repealed, without 
must conclude that Americd deihands the conditions injurious to the maritime rights 
rtvecatiott of that order of blockade as a and honour of the United Kingdoms.'—’I 
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have the horitjtrr (o be, with great rcspt?e| 
anil eo'nsiileration.feir, your most obettp 
seTvant ——A 


ent and humble 


-Wellesley. 


JUr. Pinkney to Ijord Wellesley. Great Cvm- 
(jcriand-ptace, Jan. li, 1811. 

My LokI. —I have received the letter 
ivhicii you did me the honour to address 
to me on the 29th of last month, and will 
iiQt fail to transmit a cdpy oWt to my go¬ 
vernment. In the mean time, I take the 
Kberfy to trouble you with the following 
reply, wliicli a severe indisposition has 
prevented me from preparing sooner— 
liie first paragraph seems to make it proper 
for me to begin by sayjng, that the topics 
introdBcefi-into my letter of the 10th of 
Dec, were ihlimately connected sviih its 
principal subject, and fairly uSed to illus¬ 
trate and explain it; and consequently, 
that if they had not the good fortune to be 
acceptable to yodr Lordship, the fault was 
hot mine.—It was scarcely possible to 
speak with more moderation than my 
paper exhibits, of that portion of a long 
list of invasions of the rights of the United 
States, which it necessarily reviewed, and 
of the apparent reluctance of the British 
government to forbear those invasions in 
future. I do not know that 1 could more 
carefully have abstained from whatever 
might tend to disturb the spirit which 
your Lordship ascribes to his Majesty’s 
government, if, instead of being utterly 
barren, and unproductive, it had occa¬ 
sionally been visible in *ome practical 
result,, in some concession eiiiier to 
friendship or to justice. It would not 
have been very* surprizing, nor very cul¬ 
pable perhaps, if I had wholly forgotten 
to address myself to a spirit of concilia¬ 
tion, which had met the most equitable 
claims with steady arid unceasing repul¬ 
sion ; (vhVeh had yielded nothing ^at 
could be denied, and had amiwered cona- 
plaiats of injury ky multiplying.their 
causes. With this forgetfulness, however, 

I am not chargeable; for, against all the 
discouragements suggested by tlie past, 1 
have atted still ilpon a presumption, that 
disposition to Conciliate, so oRen profess¬ 
ed, would finally be proved by some bet¬ 
ter evidence than a pet^everance in op¬ 
pressive novelttes, as obviously incompa¬ 
tible with such a disposition in those'who 
etiforce them, as in those wholie patience 
they continue to exaj^ise. 


Upon the commenceinent of the 
|yagraph, I must obserce* Uiait ^he}fdi^ 
bearoQce which it announces; migh^ have 
aflR>rded some gratification, if it him keen 
followed by such admissions as my go-- 
vernment is entitled to expect, instead of 
a farther manifestation of that disregard 
of its demands by which it has been so 
long wearied. It has never been my 
practice to. seek discussions of which the 
tendency is merely to irritate ; but I beg 
your lordship to be a.<!3ured, that I feel ao 
desire tO avoid .them, whatever may be 
their tendency, when the rights of my 
country require to be vindicated against 
pretensions that deny, and conduct that 
mfringes them. ‘ 

I comprehend the other parts of your 
lordship’s letter, they are, in effect, that 
the British government whll repeal nothing 
butthe Orders in Council, and that it cannot 
at present repeal even them; because, 
in the first place, the French Government 
Jias required, in the letter of the Duke 
of Cadore to Genera^^rmstrong, on the 
5th of August, not^ only that Great 
Britain shall revoke those Orders, but that 
she shall renounce fertain principles qf 
blockade (supposed to be explained in the 
preamble to the Berlin Decree) which 
4^>ance alleges to be new; and, in the se¬ 
cond place, because the American Go¬ 
vernment lias (as you conclude) demand¬ 
ed the revocation of the British Order of 
Blockade of May, 1SOO, as a praetical in¬ 
stance of that .same fenunciation ; or, in 
other words, has made itself a party, not 
openly indeed,but indirectly and covertly, 
to the entire r^uisition of France, as you 
understand -that reefuisition.—It is certainly 
true that*^the American Government has 
required, as iniiispensible in the views of 
it.s acts of intercourse and non-intercourae^ 
the annulmetn of the British blockade of « 
May, 1806; and farther, that it has, 
through |iie, deciared its confident expec- 
tAlion that other blockades of a similar 
character (including that of the island of 
Zealand) will be discontinued. But by 
what process of reasoning your hn'dship 
has arrived at the conclusion, thattho Gp- 
verinnent of the United States intended, 
by the requisition, to become the cham¬ 
pion of the edict or Berlin,—to fashion its 
principles by those of France, while it af¬ 
fected to odherc to its own,—and to act 
upon same partnersliip in diKttrines, which 
H fontimed.) 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

American States. ——The dispute, 
which has been so long going on with 
America, does, at last, ^pjiear to be dravi- 
ing to a close. liefore I come to whai 
has passed in Parliament upon the subject, 

1 most notice what has passed on the 

other side of the water.^-^The Repmt'of 

the Committee of the Ijower House of Congress, 
which 1 shall endeavour to get into the 
present Nuoiber, is, in fact, a Manifesto 
against England. It belongs to the rC' 
presentatives of the people to declare war 
in America, because the people there 
think, that, as lii^are to bear ail the buN 
den of the war. ought not to be entered 
upon without their approbation. In this 
Report, therefore, tire jteople speak; for the 
Congress are their real represPnlative.s; 
»nd the language of the people is plainly 
this; A Repeal cf the English Orders »« 
Council; or, a War with England.——\i 
would be quite useless to attempt a revival 
. -of the discussion relative to these Orders, 
or to the revocation of the French De¬ 
crees. ‘ That discussjon is at an end. The 
Americans say, that the Orders ought toi 
be rejiealed, and we refuse to repeal 
them; and* they now say, that we shall 
repeal them, dr that v^e shall have them 
amongst our enemies.—-—Now,^ben, shall 
we repeal them, or shall we not? Shall 
we, after all, give way ? Shall we, after 
all our vaunts and all our threats, yield at 
the name of. war ? Shall we, who can 
conquer 30 millions of people in five 
days, retract our determinations at t^e 
menace of ten millions ? And, shall we 
do it, too, in consequence of a Manifesto, 
in which, according to the interpretation 
of the Times News-paper, our court is 
called a corrupted eottrt ? Shall we yield, 
at last, upon terms like these?——My 
opinion is, that we shall. Aye, hard aj> 
the thing may be to get down, my opi¬ 
nion is, that we shall sw'.'illow it.—I—Why 
do I think so ? Simply becauiB, since the 
Manifesto has arrived in England^ I have 
pei ceived these prints, wbi^h egiongsr the 
most ven^l (The Times and The Couri^i ), 
*od which have all along decidedly 
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contended againtf the repeal, beginning 
to retract; beginning that operation, which 
is usually termed backing-out o# more 
significimtly, drateta^i» of the horns; and 
these are signs, which, if properly attend- 
ed«to, will always lead one lo pretty cor¬ 
rect conclusions.——But the manner 
tlieir backing-'hot is well worthy of atten¬ 
tion* It is a curious specimen of per- 
h>rrnance,^and merits being recorded. It 
appeared first in the X’ourior of the hth 
instant, in the following words: “There 
“ is no foundation whafevr for the assess 
“ lion to insokntly maae by the Americans, 
" that the British Guvemment insist, as a 
*' preliminary to the repeat of our Orders 
“ in Council, not only upon the revoca- 
“ lion of the Berlin and Milan Decrees, 
“ but that America should also compel 
Prance to receive Eritisk goods throui^h 
“ Neutral vessels. No Such pretension has 
“ been urged by Mr. Fosla-; and ail that 
" we liad demanded, has been and is, 
“ a bona fide and an official revocation of 
“ the Decrees of Berlin and Milan without 
“ any conditions injurious to the maritime 
“ rights of Great Britain. Ler France 
•• repeal her Seerees with the same formality 
“ which she has employed in promulgating 
“ them, and a fair reference to the corres- 
“ pondcnce of Mr. Fostir will prove that 
“ our Orders in Council will no longer be cm- 
•• tinued. This principle is most distinctly 
•• stated in Marquis Wellesley’s last note 
“ to Mr. Pinckney, which the American 
“Government have not published, but 

“ which will very shortly appear.-1 

shairbe glad to seo*any thing *’ mostdis- 
“ tinctly stated” in* Marquis Wellesley's 
last lettejr to 31r. Pinckney; for, 1 am not 
ashamed to confess frankly, that, in the 
letter of the Marquis to Mr. Pinckney, 
which I have ^een, 1 saw very little, of 
which, unused as I am to such profound 
pieces of corapenitioii, I could make top 
or tail of. Mr. Foster seems, in point of 
profoundity, to be a worthy representa¬ 
tive of his prineipal; for, I really tio not 
comprehend much r^wbat be says, in his 
letters to Mr. Monroe, though I have 
taken no small pains to make myself fully 
acquainted with thf ir raeaning.——How- 
D 
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ever, as far as 1 wa* able to flive, I ga¬ 
thered that they meakt, that, before Eng¬ 
land rep|?aled her Orciers, Buonaparte 
roust put £he revocation of his Decrees 
into full jiraclice ; and also that he must 
restore commerce to the footini; that it UJrts. on 
before the passing of those Decrees; that is 
to say, that he must admit the merchandise of 
England into the continent^in neutral vessels, 
in the same tony that it was aainiited into the 
contznemt, tn those vessels, before the passing 
qf the Decrees Now, it is very well 
known, that, since the Decrees were grassed, 
the cmtinental system has begun ; cotrte- 
qaently, the fan, and, indeed, the only, 
sense of our declaration was, that the con¬ 
tinental system should be done awav.be- 
». • * 

fore We^’ould repeal our Orde|s; and as 
the continental system is neither mure.nor 
less than a prohibition of the entrance of 
English and coloijial goods, in neutral 
ships, the Orders, of course were not to be 
repealed, till English and colonial goods 
were again admitted into those parts of the 
continent that are now under the domi¬ 
nion or contrpul of Buonaparte.-This 

was the way in which I understood our de¬ 
clarations ; this is the meaning which I, 
in October 1810, gave to Lord Wellesley’s 
first lettento Mr. Pinckney which wa.<! then 
published in England; this is the mean¬ 
ing which Mr. Pinckney gave to the first 
and second letter of Lord Welh;sley ; this 
i& the meaning which Mr. Monroe has 
given tb the subsequent letters of Mr. 
Foster; this is the meaning which Mr. 
Madisc^ has given to them ; and this is 
the meaning which the Congress has now, 
in thtir manifesto, given to them. How, 
then! Can all these people have been de¬ 
ceived ? Faith, the meaning, must have 
lain very deep! It is the object of most 
men to make themselves understood ; but, 
if this* meaning has been so oompletuly 
luislaken all this while, one would think 
that the object was itot to have it clearly 

understood.-But, then again, it is very 

unfortunate, that not a word, in apy of the 
subsequent letters, appears to have been 
said to remove tiie misunderstanding. 
The American ministers have been con¬ 
tinually complaining of this pretension, 
from August 18H) to Jlovember 1811; 
they have fiescantetl, at great lengtlj, upon 
the monstrousness of saying th^t you will 
continue to make war upon their c om- 
merce, unless Buoflhfarte will admt our 
goods; and, no one has ev^r, thatL can 
- perceive, taken the .smallest pains to ex- 
jplaia that no such tbuig wai meant Is 


not thi.s very odd ? If I were to write to a 
person demanding by mistake ten pounds 
of him when he otved me five,' and he were 
to complain of my injustice, should 1 not 
hasten to correct the mistake ? It I were 
understood by him to demand more than 
my words expressed, and he were to com¬ 
plain, should I let the thing swell up to a 
quarrel, before 1 explained t«y worths ? Is 
this according to the common practice of 
men ? Is it not too f.ir out of nature to be 

probable ; nay, to b^ possible T -Yet, as 

it this were not en'oogh, tiie.se very venal 
writers undei.stood ocr dcclaraiion in pre¬ 
cisely the same sense Itial the Americans 
have understfod it; and, what ts more, 
tlif Times .uid tb* Courier liave, until the 
Manifesto came out, p.ctualiy tu en labour¬ 
ing to defend ike doctrme of ihot ray di clara~ 
tion; and they have broadly insi.sicd, that 
our government would do wrong to repeal 
the Orders, unless Buonap'arie first did 
away the Continental system! Surely any 
thing so shameless as tli^ was never before 

W'itnessed. -It was ’till the Report, 

“ theReport,” as they call it; it was 
not ’till t hat came, that these good men 
discovti'od, that otJr declaration had no 
such meaning as that which the Americans 
had given it; and, they have the con¬ 
science to say, that the Americans arc 
“ insolent” for having given to it that very 
nieauixigwhlch they themselves had given 
to it, and under which meaniug they 
themselves had defended it.— - —Who, 
however, has not met with something of 
this i^ort in the world ? Who has nof seen 
a pretension abandoned, and the party 
abandoning it ailei^t to be angry with the 
party against whom it was erected, for 
having misinterpreted his meaning ? We 
bavi^ all seen this; and we all know, that 
it is one of the most pitiful shifts of those 
who dare not persevere, and who arc too 
proud openly to retract; artd these venal 
writers t»ay be well assured, that, however 
successful they may be in deceiving, by 
such means, the people of England, they 
will not deceive, nor will any body for 
them deceive, one single soul in America, 
—»-llovvever, the Americans will nut care 
what is said about the pretension ever 
having been set up, provided it be not now 
persevered in. Thej^ will laugh, idare say, 
at the ‘manner in which these prints iacA- 
out; thou^ they will be content to get 
what 1* ey want, without insisting upon a 
confession »f wvror. But, tliey must have 
wnat they w'ant. They wi'll^say, that 
the best way of removing all ground for 
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misundefstarKiing is to do away the Orders 
in Council; and that they must now have, 
or they will treat us to a war.—Th»*se wise¬ 
acres say, that the Orders will be re- 
peajed, when Napoleon revokes the De¬ 
crees " with the same formality that he em- 
** ployed in promulgating them.” Here they 
foolishly make new disgrace for tlirm- 
selves; for he will, I dare say, do no such 
thing. The Americans say, that he has 
revoked them to their satisfaction. They 
will not call upon him, to issue any pro¬ 
clamations or edicts. They are perfectly 
satisfied with what he has done; and, 
therefore, this new pretension is a very 
foolish thing; it is ireeping just the 
ends of the horns projecting. When the 
wise men were at it, they would have done 
well to dravv them in out of sight. For, 
draw them in they must, or there is a war 

with America.-Some people imagine, 

and, indeed, the venal prints say, that this 
Report of the Congress is only another of 
those blustering sjmeats, which we have so 
often he.ard fronWihe same (quarter. Did 
they ever hear of any thing like this before 
from that quarter ? I am sure they did not. 
It is the language of determination ; and, 
as was observed in my letters to the Prince 
Regent, it is a determination of the people 
and not merely of the government. 1 
'Vvas very anxious to impress this upon his 
'mind; I was, as I told him, very anxious 
to guard him against the flatteries of the 
parasites of the press, who were labouring 
hard to make him and the public believe, 
that the people of America were on our 
side; that Mr. Madison^areputation, had 
been destroyed by tbe<public3tions of Mr. 
Smith ; and that nothing would mduce the 
people to oon.sent tp a war against us. I 
besought the Prince to beware of such 
opinions ; 1 told him how false they »vere 
but I did not describe them as being more 
false than they are now proved to have 
been. I had much better infelligente 
than these writers had; I .suspect, rather 
better than the ministers themselves pos¬ 
sessed. .^bout six months after I was in 
this jail, 1 r’ceived a letter from the back 
part of Pensylvania, 30 () miles from Phi¬ 
ladelphia, which told me all that was likely 
to happen, and all that'has now come, and 
is coming, to pass, as to the American 

States with regard to England, j-By and 

by I shall offer an observation or t^o upon 
the reasons the Americans have for going to 
and upon the proMte consequences^of 
•uckwar, if it should take place.. At present, 
I shall aa to this point, only rapeat my op't* 


nlon, that it will takd place, unless the Or¬ 
ders in Council be repealed : aiid-also my 
opinion, thatthese orders will be repealed ; 
and, that, too, without any of the saving 
conditions, of which the half-horned 
Courier is so silly as to talk. It will 
mortify some people, hut it will be done. 

It will make tho.se .lacohins and Levellers 
in America laugh; and Mr. Madi-son more, 
perhaps, than any body ei.se; but I sa}’, 
it will be done. Buonaparte wilT laugh 
too; but it will be done; and, perhaps, 
the least mortifying circumstance will 
no\ be, that it is what I recommended fifteen 
months ago. How much better would “it 
have been, if it hhd been done then! How 
much better in every respect; and es¬ 
pecially how much better for^r* cha¬ 
racter ! However, better late’than never ; 
only when it is done, I hope it will be done 
with as good a grace as ^ssible, and that 
after that, the venal prints in London will 
ncyer mart foretell the downfall qf Mr. Ma¬ 
dison, and will see the folly of venting their 
spleen in words, against those who are be¬ 
yond our reach; of showing the teeth, 
where one cannot bite.-1 cannot con¬ 

clude this part of my observations with¬ 
out takiftg some notice of the attacks which 
have been made upon the tone of the 
American Manifesto. For my part, I 
thought it one of the best public papers I 
ever readr The Congress complain o^f 
what they deem monstrous outragp upon 
the property^and character of their coun¬ 
try, and their tone w'as, of course, (o cor¬ 
respond withthe nature of their complaint. 
But, our venal wu’iters r^ilj’ seem to sup¬ 
pose, that the press in America is to be at 
tame and as slavish as theirs; they seem 
to look upon all the world as subject to 
what their poor, snbdued, humbled, de¬ 
graded press isl5ubject to; 1 dare say, they 
lc8ig to s^e this Committee of Congress 
set q>n upon, ruined^ and torn to pieces; 
and they seem ready ttf tear themselves to 
pieces, because the objects of their ven¬ 
geance sare beyond their reach. I have 
laughed heartily at the plaintive com¬ 
ments of the Times, and that others, par¬ 
ticularly tlie Americans, may laugh too, I 
will here give a specimen of those com¬ 
ments.—" If the*Committ<je gave tlie sub- 
" ject, as they say, a dispassionate con- 
" aideration, it is incomprelicnsihly sin- 
" gular, that they ^uld not find expreg- 
sions, too, somewhat more dispasstonaU 
" than the following, and many others:— 
" " If we have not rushed to the field of 
" '* battle, like the«nation» who are led by 
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*' “ the mad ambition cf a sinttle Chief, or the 
« " avarice of ti corrupted Court, it has not 
“ proceeded from a tear of war, but from 
" “ oor 'lore of justice and humaftity.” 

Now, in4be first instance, to say, in less | 
•' turgid language, that tliey have only 
been prevented from going to war by 
" their love of justice ; or, in other words, 
"that they have only not^one to war, be- 
** cause they had no just cause to go to 
war sibout, is not saying niuchin favour 
"of their humanity; and, in the next, 
" our Court may be corrupt enough ; hut 
*' that corruption is, at least, il‘ lu-tbing 
" false is the result of timnicip d rei>ul»iions 
•• among ourselves; and ibbrefoi e, forms no 
" part of a dispassionate enquiry upondo- 
"• reignsiiRiirs, by acomniittee of*he Ame- 
" rican Congress.”——^The cap, it seems, 
in the opinion of this writer, fits our own 
government B&t,twhy should he give 
this application to the words of the Com¬ 
mittee ? They name no particular court; 
there are other courts in the world, and 
courts, too, that have often rushed to war. 
Why, then, should he suppose that the 
Congress nnist necessarily have meant 
OUT court? It is very hard if no one can 
name corruption without our inaldng the 
application to ourselves, lieally people 
must lake care how' they make use of the 
vrord corruption even in figures of rheto¬ 
rs.—‘—But, suppose the Committee had 
our government in their eye, as this writer 
assume.^ them to have had, were they not 
competent to designate it as corrupt, if 
they thought it so? Had they not a right 
to do it? Or, if ^Irey had not, what are 
we to think of the charges, which w'e daily 
•ee preferred against the government and 
court of France by these same writer.s ? 
Is there a name, is there a set of epithets 
and terms, expressive of %hat is base, 
cruel, and infamous, that tlrey ‘have nbt { 
bestowed upon Buonaparte arid his pm- 
press? And, does Mr. Foster spare him 
in his letters? Is there much of what is 
wicked in a ruler of a nation that he has 
not liberally ascribed to the rulor of 
France, for libelling whom jn England, a 
* man was prosecuted by tbe Attorney Ge¬ 
neral, now' our prime minister? The' 
American Congress had,* surely, as good 
a right to express their sentimentp of our 
court (supposing them to have»i5*ant it) ' 
as Mr. Foster bad to express his senti¬ 
ments of BuonaparteS But, besides, the. 
Committee of Congress were not address¬ 
ing themselves to our government, but to 
Iba JHouse, or, ak mes^ to Uwir own con* 
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ati^uents ; and, would our venal trib® p*®*- 
vent them from doing that ? Would they 
prevent the Congre.ss of America from 
speaking freely to the people ? Would» 
they muzzle them? Would they stiilat 
truth in that hemisphere too? Thank 
Cod they cannot! Thank Gad the press 
there is beyond their reach ! Thank God, 
that there men may now speak their 
minds in safety ! During the whole of Mr. 
Madison’s administration, liiere has not, 
in the whole countj-y, been a prosecution 
fifr libel. -—- It is, to be sure, very decent 
in these venal writers to find lault of the 
tone of the American ManifesU), after ail 
tbjt they have said of Mr. Madison. 
Tiiey have called him every thing but a 
gentleman. They have abused him in 
the foulest of terms; they have, almost in 
the very words, called him both fool and 
knave. They have called^ him the tool of 
BuonapartS; they have accused him of 
betraying the interests of Ids country 
Older to aid the views oW'nntee; and yet 
have they the impud<t..e to coniplain 
that the Congre.ss makes ti. e of the word 
corrvepted, because by pomlility, it may 
have been meant’as applicable to our go¬ 
vernment! But, this impudence will only 
serve to excite a laugh with those, who 
have made use ofthe %voiil; or, if it have 
any other effect, it will be that of itiduc- 
ing them to repeat the word more fie-' 
quently than they would oihcrwise hav«. 
done. ■ . » Let us now turn to wliat has 
passed in parliament upon the subject of 
America, Upon tbe l epon of the Address 
as amended byd^ord Jocelyn,' on the 8i.h 
instant, Mr. Whiibitsad complained of the, 
conduct ofour government towards Ame¬ 
rica. He was answered by Mr. Perce¬ 
val; wbo seemed to fight rather «%; but 
who said, respecting the repeal of the Or¬ 
ders in Council, nearly what-has been said, 
before by oor diplomatic agents. That 
pert of his speech, however, which I 
tliink worthy ofiparticular notice, and th* 
only part that Itbink of any consequence, 
is that, w'hich relates to tbe consequences 
i war betWKn tite two countries; and which, 
as -reported, contained the following 
wordsThe true policy for this 
" country to adopt Howards America, and 
" the policy which had been adhered to 
" by tbe Ministers of the Crown, was tOr 
" stave-^ that catastrophe (the catas- 
" irophe of war) which it was the into 
" test of bo(h »&tions to avoid. The coo*, 
"duct of the Government to.America 
bought to be temperate aod< nudii'alR*|' 
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** but -it’tfa® Mine time, dignified and'ci^n- 
Wflistent; hot notbing coaid impede its 
plans and progress more than, during 
*• the pending ncgociaiions, to be thus 
"putting it upon its defence; to be fhus 
putting the comtry upon its trial. If the 
" conduct of America was really that of a 
" fair impariiul neutrality, as the hunour- 
" able gentleman contended, he would 
" rather give she honourable gentleman 
" credit for hi^ opinion, than run the risk 
" of endangering tiie ^access of the pend- 
" ing discussions, by any declaration *10 
the contrary. A wav between this 
" Country and America would be produc- 
" live of evil to both; although, in his 
" opinion, not of so much evil to England as 
" to America, So far from considering 
" the interests «)f both countries to be in 
" any opposition to one another, he would 
" always coii'ider the wealth of America 
" as accessor 7/ to the ri( hes, and her prospe- 
rity as aca mry io the greatness of Eng- 
*' land. He vv^id, indeed, be sorry to 
** see America Mashed, inrparrerished, or de- 
*'siioycd. (Here Mr. Whitbread s.'jeer- 
" ingly repeated iht word destroyed.) The 
“ Honourable Gefttienian might repeat 
" his words, but though he did not use the 
" word destroyed in the sense of a physi* 
" cal annihilation, yet he contended that a 
" war with Jtingland would prove deslruc- 
" live to America, destructive to hfrrweaith, 
" her strength, her prosperity, and her pro- 
" gressivedvUtzanon. TIte hon, gentleman 
" reviled the phrase of conciliatory dispo> 
" sltion, which the Regent’s speech atlri- 
" bated to the English (joveraoient in its 
" transactions with America. For his part, 
he was candid enough to confess, that he 
" would bear with more from America than 
" from ariyotherfiH'eigncountrywiUiwhom 
" England could have any relations. His 
" opinion on this point rnight^e erroneous; 
" but he Was confident that he possessed 
" towards America the fullest spirit of con- 
" ciliation.”-This speech tends to con¬ 

firm me in the opinion, that our ministers 
are prenaring to give way ; that is to say, 
that, after* some tui liter delay, they will 
Tfcpeal the Oitiers in Council, upon the 
ground, that they have, at last, got SOHs- 
fneioiry intelligence, that the French Be- 

crees are actually repealed.-But, Mr. 

Perceval makes a wrong estimate of our 
porVer to do harm to AmeriSa. ^We have 
not the power that he supposes; we havg 
not th^ povVer to liijure tier tistenth pjrt so 
Bluth tm she hws to injure us. There was 
• tttn^, when we could have'done Eht gldat 


injury: that time is passed; and, if Vrar 
would not create cAi army in Agteiica, it 
would be greatly to her advantage to have 
war with us; because it w ould render her 
wholly independent of us for.ever; tod 
would totally extinguish the English 
party in the United States. 1 shall, with 
great sorrow, see any thing like a standing 
army in America. That is the greto 
danger to that ceunlry. The CougTess, 
indeed, Mem to be providing agmnst the 
evil by giving the soldiers a bounty in 
land, and by making the term of enlist- 
ident for only three years; but, still 1 hate 
to see any thing in the shape of a regnlSEr 
military force rising up in that country. 
—^ThU evil out of the question, the real 
solid intfrests of America poio^tTa State 
of. warfare against EnglaiTd. unless the 
Orders in Council be repealed.<——We 
have beard much tall^about the enforcing 
and repeating of these Orders; bot, does 
the reader really .know bo# they aperdts 

against America .>* I #ill tell him.-^An 

American ship, owned by an American 
Citizen, commanded and mtoned by Ame¬ 
rican Citizens, and laden with American 
rice or tobacco or flour or pork or any 
other produce of the country; such a ship, 
so owned and manned and laden, and 
bound to Fiance, Holland. Italy, or any 
country under the dominion or.influence 
of Napoleon, is met by one of our ships of 
war upon the seas. We send a priSe- 
master and some sdilois on boarfl of her ; 
take out th*e greater part of her hands; 
send her into one of our own ptirts; con¬ 
demn and sell ship an^ cargo; and send 
the master, and any ot his people that we 
have left in the ship, adrtft without giving 
them any part of the worth of the cargo, 
leaving them to find tludr way to America, if 
they can, or to take their cliance in the 
wide world. This takes place in any of 
the ports'of Engbhd as it may happen ; 
in *Novb Scotia ; in the West Indies; and, 
indeed, any vvheA where we have ports. 

-'fibe seizure is made upon any part of 

the seas; sometimes in the Channel, or 
upon the cuj^St of France; and sometinu-s 
upon the coasts of Ametica; and, it takes 
place with regard to ve.ssels and cargoe.s 
going/row at^well as rj France and her 

dependencies-The American sailors 

that are taken out of these ships and 
brought on board our ships of war which 
make the capture,‘’are obliged to remain 
on board tif that ship of war, 'lilt it suits 
her convenience to semi them on shore, 
which, perhaps^ may not be for many 
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months; for, she niiay h>e going out to the 
East or West Indies of the Mediterranean, 

when she,makes the cajiture.--Now, if 

the leKder will, for a moment, imagine 
himself tb^i owner, or master, or one of the 
seaman, in any of these cases, he will want 
no:.hiiiR further to enable him to judge of 
what tiiuat be the fetiifig ncated in Ame¬ 
rica by liu-se Orders in^Jouncil; he will 
want noihuig further to eijalile him to 
judge, whether it be or be not likely, that 
the American Congress a.re in earnest in 
their war-iike language.-VVfiat is Ame¬ 

rica to Ivse hy war? Her commerce} Cwn 
sh/t be said to have commerce, or, at least, 
pacific commerce, while our Orders are in 
force ? She does, indeed, trade with I'rivrce 
even no««s^ but, she only does ij; in those 
cases where, atie has the good fortune /lot 
to be seen by cur vessels; and, she would, 
of course, do the» same in war. We now 
capture and condemnall her vessels trading 
with the continent of Europe, except just 
that spot or two where France does not 
command; and how much more could we 
do in war? Very little, therefore, would 
shd lose by war, as far as relates to her 

commerce.--What would she lose in 

any other way ? Morfoik, they say, we 
might /cnocic dozen ; and, 1 think, Nciv York. 
But, would Ibis " destroi/” a nation of now 
about ini millions of people ? No; but it 
would dosometliingelse ; itwouW not leave 
a»sing!e man in America wlio would ever 
again thfnk of opening his lips in lavour of 
England. Could we invade tsnf part of their 
territory ? All the world knows, tliat we 
could not; we have no troops to spare; and, 
as to hiring Gomans, as we did in the 
American war, we have other uses for all 
that we can get of them. What, then, 
are we to do to her ? How is war to be an 
tvil to her ? What could she, in any way, 
loik by openly declared war ; e«cept, as 
I said before, from the necessity of creating 

a regular military, ftree?-And vvhat 

should we lose by it } in the first place all 
the additional expence necessary Jor the 
keeping^ up of stronger fleets in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of America; and, we might 
•lose Canada, thought, parhaps, some per.- 
sons might think that a gain. But, Ame¬ 
rica would be able to do something against 
our commerce, has no fleet ^ but, she 
lias the means of sending forth/lumerous 
Privateers ; and, they, as we now feel from 
those of prance, woufa be able to do much. 
Those Privateers would make,it necessary 
to guard our West India ships with con- 
»oys. Those Privateets would find a se¬ 


cure retreat in all the ports of France and 
Holland ; and, in a short time, the French 
ships of war would be filled with American 
seamen. In this way the war might be, 
and would be, most destructive to us. And, 
as to our connection witli America, it 
would, at once, be cut oft’ for ever; and 
thus would the contiixntal sj^stem be not 
only established, but, perpetuated, in Ame- 

j ica, as well as in Europe.-It appears 

to me, that a war with America, at thia 
time, would have a most powerful ten- 
(kney to promote'ihe vfew.s of Napoleon 
ag on.st this country; and, therefore, I de¬ 
precate a war with America.——■ But, 
there is onlyoue vyay of avoiding it; and 
lltat is, repealing the Orders in Council. Mr. 
Perceval may talk as long as he pleases 
about want of proof of the repeal of the 
hVench Decrees. He will receive no new 
proof, I am pretty sare._ The Congress 
appear to be perfectly prepared lor war; 
and, 1 do not think, that they will put up 
with much longer dela^ before they re¬ 
sort to it. The first acl;eof hostility v.ill 
probahiy take place with their armed mer¬ 
chant ships ; hut, it is little matter how they 
begin, il Uicy areUo have any continuance. 

-Mr. Perceval’s notion tliaiwe could, 

hy war, impoverish America ; that wc could 
give a check to lier civilization; that we 
could ruin her; lins notion will make the 
people in Anurica laugh. Ttiey would 
wonder how any man could entertain it. 
They will ask, whetjher a war vvilh us 
would blight their crops, or prevent their 
river-i from flowing; and as they hear'him 
and his colleagues boast of th'e increasing 
prosperity and hupi^iness of the people of 
England, under a iwcnty year's war, they 
will naturally asking him, why w",ir should 
be so very fatal to the people of Aim-rica; 
why thep should be ruined by a few years 
of war. They will say, that.England has 
been at war against France for a long time, 
an^d that Iwance is notoriously ricin r and 
more powerful than ever; and, why, then 
will they ask.-Spould we be so completely 
ruined by a war with England ? And, as 
to civilization, they will naturllly a.sk, 
where Mr. Perceval has found any proofs 
of their standing in need of further civili¬ 
zation ? Whether ha has discovered it ia 
the corre.spondeuce betwen their and 
our ministers and secretaries. 7’he venal 
writers in London did, indeed, discover, 
that th^ President's Speech was so bar- 
' barons, lhaa tt rvns «o he compared to the 
language of the V/abash or Sfeawanese 
savages; buf, the Americatu may be of 
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opinion, that it was full as correct and dig< 
nified as any Spsech that was ever written 

even by Mr, Perceval himself.-Oh, 

no! The Americans will have no appre¬ 
hensions of being impoverished or destroyed. 
They feel their strength ; and 1 repeat it 
as my decided opinion, that they are pre¬ 
pared to try it. They will liot wait to 
see what effect their declarations will pro¬ 
duce here. They have not time to wait. 
The Congress will separate in March ; and 
to the Congress it belongs to declare war. If, 
therefore, our minister fa America be nc<L 
instructed to announce the repeal of the 
Orders in Council before the end of March, 
my opinion is, that we shall have war 

with America.-A w*ar with Enghuld 

would be favourable to another great 
object which the Uniterl Stales must 
have deeply at heart: namely, the inde^ 
pendaice of South, America, which perhaps, 
the United States could not openly assist, 

while they kept any terms with us,- 

This is another f^iweifnl reason for their 
not yielding; ai^ for niy part, 1 think 1 
see in the Report of tiie Committee of 
Congress, a dt ferinination not to rest sa¬ 
tisfied unless we give up the pnicii.e of 
taking men out of their vessels upon ike high 
seas. This appears very plain to me. 
The impress'uenl of their seamen is the 
point upon which the American p-ople 
were always the most alive. The Arneri- 
can government has always made this a 
ground' of complaiitt; and, having once 
armed, they will make it a ground of 

war, rather than give it up.-This, they 

think, is their time. They see how vve 
are beset. They kuo^r our state as well 
as Mr. Perceval or Sir Frances Biirdctt. 
They see what a sort of a war we are able 
to carry on in the peninsula. 'I hey fore¬ 
see pretty exactly the result of that war; 
or, at least, .they know its wants. They 
have their eyes upon Sicily too; and, in 
short, they know prec i^ely what a situ^a- 
tion we are in; and they will stare when 
they see a speech of an English minis¬ 
ter, in which their ruin is predicted from 
a war with England. 

Spain.- In a military point of view 

this country continues* in nearly the same 
stale as wheat 1 last noticed it; except 
that the Guerillas, or Bands, seem to have 
been nearly all dispersed; ai^ that great 
progress seems to have been mad? in the 

siege of Valencia.--J liyvesfiaid a good 

tioal of attention to the matter; and, viftih 
* stroBg desire to come at \tte truth, J 
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really can see no part of Spain, except 
the city of Valenciasand the Isle of Leon, 
which is not in the hands of the Trench. 

--But, though there is very little new 

as far as relates to the military affairs of 
Spain, there has something come to light, 
respecting the disputes between the Spanish 
Government and our Embassador, which 
is of great interest. The grounds of this 
dispute have now been openly avowed and 
detailed by our hireling wriler|, who 
have stated them to be as follows. “ 1st 
“ That General Lapena has not only been 
“ aniuittcd of all blame, but has been 
" decorated with an order of rank for his 
“ able conduct &t Uie battle of Barrosa- 
“ 2ij, That Imaz, the man who gave up 
“ Badajos^to the French, is still alJarge. 
“ 3d. 'That the arms and eqnipirffenU sup- 
" plied by' England for the deRverance of 
" the Peninsuia, have be^n scut out of the 
“ country', and employed against the in- 
“ surgenls in South America. +lh. That 
“ the Spanish ships repaired by England, 
“ have been employed to transiiort Spani.sh 
“ troops to the same quarter. Ami /ith. 
“ That the Spanish Government rejected 
“ for a long time our offers to mediate 
“ betwoen European and transatlantir 
" Spain,”——FVom the moment, that we 
saw what took place here upon the re¬ 
ceipt of General Graham’s dispatch, re¬ 
lating to tijo battle of Barrosa, we might 
easily have foreseen, that ill-blood, and. 
finally open disputes would be tire conse¬ 
quence.-Such a result vv.as so natural! 

For, where is there a people upon the 
earth, who could have borne the language 
that was then ni.ade iise'of, in Speeches tss 
well as in paragrapli.s? In some of the 
Speeches in Parliament, and in the Com¬ 
mon Council of London, it was enough 
to extol General Graham to the skies, 
v|;itbout speaking in terms of a directly' 
opposite tendency' of the Spanish OJicers; 
and,* though 1 must fayv.thai the .Vliin.-<ters 
did abstain from ul^ abuse of tlie Spanish 
Officers^ yet, they were l.ir from .sfreaking 
in their defenv.e; while ihe ne.vs|ir«pcrs 
made no s ;nqile to call liiem eilh’er ratt'- 
arrts or traitor.',, and to demand rheir heads* 
as the price of their cowardice m trea- 
3UI1. Ttiis wa.s«ot pruaent ; and, what iJ 
nore, ii was unjust; because, there was 
no/woa/ oj’the misconduct of the Spanish 
Officers; nor, indeed, did we see any 
cAarge distinctly preftrred against them ^ 
and, thevefoje, for men to hear fheraselves 
condemned as cowaads or traitors without 
proof and without forma!, charge, wa* 



enough to excite not only in their breart», 
but in that of their Iriends, a great deal 

of indignation and reaenlinent.<-^Be> 

aides, h4(f the Spaniards never seen how 
our gOTernment acts in cases of the failure 
of military enterprises ? Had they not 
read the king’s answer to the City of 
London in the cases of the Cintra Conven¬ 
tion and the Expedition to JVakheren f Had 
they not heard of our other military ex¬ 
peditions; and did they hear the leaders 
accused of cowardice or treason ? Why, 
then, they would justly ask, w^re they to 
be so hastily, and quite unheard, con¬ 
doned to the gallows, or to everlasting 

infamy, by our orators a)td writers ?- 

At the time‘when this out-cry was gging 
on in Jhift^land, 1 said something about 
it myself^ and, a very modest and sensi¬ 
ble letter *was sent me, in defence of 
the Spanish Officers, which 1 inserted in 
the Register. 'I’hi^brought me a packet 
from one of those officers, accompanied 

with a letter in these words:-“Sir, 

" You must not be surprised that a man | 
^ who is a victim of envy atnl invidiousiiess 
" should have' recourse to the talents and 
“ virtue ol a person, who is a constant ad- 
" vocate for truth, and who is endowed 
with the singular gift of making it 
" known to every class of people. Jn- 
" duced by ibis consideration, 1 take the 
liberty of sending you a repjy, which, 
"in a great measure, w'ill make you ac- 
*' quainisd with the true and real occur- 
" fences of the battle of the of March 
" last, fought on the fields of Cbiclana. 
" 1 have observed, in one of your numbers, 
" that this afiair h%s attracted your ^tteri- 
" tion, and I send you this reply, that 3100 
'* may use it as you deem convenient. 1 
" embrace this occ^ision to assureyou, that J 
" rank amongst the first of your admirers.” 
—i-The reader will suppose, (hat 1 wa<» 
very much flattered with this comraunica- 
tion; but, 1 bad not atjaatid the means of hav¬ 
ing the Bep/y translated. It has been trans¬ 
lated, since, and published; and.u very 
masterly production it is, I have seldom 
read any thing so ably written: and, if 
the facts are true, the reasoning is quite 
conclusive.——At any rate, theie was 
somttlung to be i'itid in defence of the 
Spanish Officer#; and, they v^tre con¬ 
demned here, before that defence vim luard. 
It was not only what Sir Francis Burdett 
calls an " aniicipatiuiTof^utYt before licar- 
ing the evidence in defencp bat, it 
was actually pronounoing Judgment before 
bearing that evideace.-$-‘~Tbe Morning 


im 

Chronicle behaved most fodly in ifaia 
business. It published a Letter of 
neral Graham, purporting to be an 
to a Letter of General Lapena; and it did 
not pubUsh the Letter of General Lapena I 
This was BO unfair; it was such foul treat¬ 
ment of a man, who had 00 means of self- 
defence here, and whose own government 
was so dependent upon us, that it was 
quite sickening to think of it. 1 grudged 
General Graliam no praise that was bis 
due. 1 thought the tb.'iuks of the City of 
London too tuuefa" fen ur. action such as 
that W'hich was ascribed to hiin ; b«t,l was 
glad to hear, as 1 alw'ays am, that our sol¬ 
diers give jvroof of valour, I thought it 
qilite ridiculous w*heti 1 saw it stated in 
our news-papers, that the Pnncc Hegeut 
had written to General Graham with hit 
own hand, that he would make him u peer 
as scon as the restrictions were taken off 
from liis authority as Regent; but, I was 
heartily disposed to find gtoiind of praise 
for General Graham aiuOns troops. Yet, 
at the same time, my ((ind did, 1 must 
confess, revolt at the idea of building their 
fame upon the ruin of that of the Spanisii 
General and his \)fficers; and the more so 
as the Spanish officers seemed to me to be 
unprotected, their government being ne- 
cessar ily so much dependent upon the 

will of our government.-The Spanisli 

government have, nevertheless, had the 
courage to do what they appear to think 
justice in this case. General Lapena has 
been tried, his trial ha.s produced not only 
his acquittal, but a new mark qf tumour be¬ 
stowed on him for his conduct at Cbiclana; 
aye, for that very c;jr>nduct, on account of 
which our ,.news-piiper 8 , with voice almost 
unanimous, condemned him as worthy of 
death!-One can hardly believe it pos¬ 

sible, that our Embassador should have 
token offence at this decision of the Spanish 
govennnout about General Lapena; and 
that it should have become a ground of 
coiiipiaiut. Yet, it is so stated in our publip 
prints; and that another ground of com¬ 
plaint is, that General Imaz, who sur¬ 
rendered Biulajoz to tire Fretkh^ has not 
been, brought to a court-martial. This 
can never be; or, at least, one would 
think so. It is so itnanifesily destructive 
of all chance of preserving harmony wish 
the Spanish governmeivt, and ot all chance 
of our elletfiing any thing against the 
French Ih Spain ; it lends so directly 1 © 
‘drive into tha ii^erast of the French even 
thofe Spaniards that remain attacl^ toui^ 
that one cannot believe it without better 
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aathoriiy. It weald be, indeed, a pretty the government in Spain, ^ iaiuptnima 
sort of indepe/denct that the Spaniards of that country would be a tbtng so eub* 
would enjoy, if they were not tuftrcd to lime as not to be looked at with the aekcd 
dediU vpm the canduet of their own mUitary eye.—->The month of May nXext will 
qffken. This would indeed, be a sort of probably shew us what we have to expect 
imitpettdmee for which to shed rivers of with regard to Spain. If ValeAcia fall, 
blood.——-Another ground of dispute, or the conquest seems to be complete, with 
rather, another complaint, is said to be, the exception of the Isle of lajon, which 
that the government of Spain refuses to being besieged, wjill require an army to 
accept of our mediation between Spain watch it j but, there will be a great iorce 
and her colonies. This is, if possible, more to spare for Portugal, and then we^ shall 

incredible than the two former; for, what see movements worth notice.-Mr. 

btisiness have we to Interfere between Whitbread seems to have been a good 
the parties ? We profess to wish to defend deal cut down by the Minister, who 
Spain against Buonaparte. He has no- caught him again at his desponding pro- 
thing to do in the colonies of Spain. It is phecies, after haviqg retracted them so can- 
for Spain to do what she'pleases about htfr didly once before. The little sharp Mi» 
colonies. She is the best judge of what nister told him, that Buonaparte l^ been 
measure to adopt with regard to them; kept out Portugal; whirjt ^as very 
or, if she be not, we have no right to in- true ; and, the Minister wis prudent 
terfere.—As to the other two complaints enough not to predict fwtv long Buona- 
about the ships and the military stores, parte would be kept oift of Portugal. Thi* 
one must know the real state of t he case was acting a very wise part; for, indeed, 
before one can jmlge ; but, this we may no man can count the years, no, nor the 
venture to 8ay,l|Putt, if such things be hours. I have olten been thinking of the 
really urged in the way of coHipluint, sireight that we should be in, it the war 
harmony is no more between our govern- in Spain and Portugal were at an end ; 

meat and that of Spain-That these where we should look out for countries to 

complaints have been made cannot, I deliver.* But, as the Yankees say, it i# 
think, be l>elieved ; but, yet, there is cer- time enough to jump over that ditch when 
tainly some misunderstanding. That mis- we come to it. 
understanding will not be done away by 

■ the successes of the French. Those sue- PntcE of BaEAn.—Several application* 
cesses are calculated to have a contrary having been made to me tor explanatious 
ellect; * and, if any ajttcmpt be made to set as to the mode ot using the Rice, mcn- 
aside the Cortes or the. Regency, the thing tinned in ray last number, I will now give 
is over as once, tlur news-papers already it. I'he rice is put into about four tiinss 
talk of cerlain Qalicited Spanish journals its weight in cold water, and then bailed in 
published at Cadiz; they* plainly tell us, that water, till it beconfes a perfect pulp. 
iliat there are French emissvies and a It is then mixed with a little flour, and 
French party actually in that city. Thi.s the yeast necessary for the quantity of 
is a sad foreboding; for, this has been the bread, and a little more salt than is usually 
cry in all the cases where we have finally made use ot. Then the rest ot the flour is 
been compelled to quit any of the niinic- Ijneaded, into it, in order to make it into 
rous countries, which vve have endeavour- dough, about 3 ounces more of which 

e<i to deliver. -If once there takes pl^ce thah of common dbugh ought to be put 

an open rupture between us and the Spa- into a quarten loaf, in order to keep the 
iMsh government, the members of that go- quarteq loaf up to its proper weight.—— 
vernmeiU have but one possible course A correspondent, in consecjuence of the 
left; anrf ydt, we hear some of our writers article on ihis.subject, in my last’number, 
suggesting, that it may be neces.rary tu.ma^e is pleased to be a little sarcastic. He 
some change in the constituted authorities, says: “ I fear, that wheat and flour will 
Ah! say you so ? Bu*, who is to be the *' still rise in price, notwithstanding the 
maker of this change? Not w, I hope? "exertions of Messrs. C^blveit, Timothy 
And, vet, why talk of it,'if this be not “ Brown, and Co. to keep it down by 
meant? It is, one would thinlf, rather dan- " mixing rice with flour. Perhaps these 
gerous to talk in this way ; buf what is “ wiseacres do not kflow how ar they are 
too bold for these mew t^odiave the /ree* “ out-done^in their charitable excrticns 
press of,l 4 ondon in their hands? Irwe ■' by every petty Miller and Iteker in the 
bad ibe power of making and unmaking "country, who, have been beforehan 
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“ with them, by mixing with wheat, not 
“ only rice, but berm and peas and every 
« wljulesome and uuwiiale.soine jji^rcdieiit 
that they have been able to hincover; 
•' so that, by next harvest, we shall have 
“ swabbed the decks, not only oC grain 
“ and pulse, bat of every tiling eatable for 
“ man and beast; and shall have reduced 
even the Hanover llats (as the old 
people call them), atiroit as they are in 
the work of plunder, to a state of slarva- 
«t lion*"-Now, in the tirst place, this cor¬ 

respondent thinks I'roper to (Overlook the 
circumstance of liiy having expressly |>b- 
served, that it was not expected, that the 
use of rice, in this \\!iy,^t’jould add to the 
quantUy of food in the country , seeing that 
all th^ food would be eaten in one shape 
or anolSlA' ;^and, of course, it vVas not ex¬ 
pected, that the use of rice, in the shape of 
bread, would keep down the price of wheat 
and Hour, 'l ire fast 1 stateti applied only 
to particular instances; and, it was, or 
niigtn be, useful to know, iiiat rice was 
capable oi being so used ; because, though 
no positive addition could iherthy be 
made to the quantify of food in the 
country, the ijUulUy might be iuiproved, 
and would be iinpioved, if it wa# found, 
that rice in the siiapc of breiid uad mixed 
with wheat flour, was iiioit- nutiicious than 
when used alone. I am neither cook noi' 
baker, afid I do not know, that tlrere would 
bp much harin if there were none of either 
trade in J;he world ; but, I well know, that 
things, which are good for uolhing sepa¬ 
rately became ver}'^ giiod by being mixed. 
Cbaik aione will not bear a blade of any 
thing, but, how»«woiiderfulIy productive 
does it become by being mixed with clay ! 
Sheer Sand and Carrion Clay will bear 
nothing when eac,h is by itself; but mingle 
them, and you will have very fine crops. 
Wry does not a man, who lia^ a mud 
heap, sow his corn upon it, iiistct^d of tear¬ 
ing liis horses and tackle to piecesr in 
carrying it upon his layd ? Why, because, 
however little gifted he may be as a phi¬ 
losopher, he knows, that (lie mud, when 
mixed with his common soil, will be the 
cause of more produce; or, irt other word,s, 
that it will be better. And why, I should 
be glad to know, should i^t a similar, or, 
at least, somewhat similar, improvement, 
take place in consequence of a mixture of 
wheat flour and rice ?——As to tire prac¬ 
tices of the Millers and Bakers, my cor- 
respondent appears to be perfectly wd!, I 
should almost be inclined to say too well, 
acquainted with them. Bat, there seems 


through the whole of his letter such ma¬ 
nifest signs of enmity towards any thing 
tliat may tend to keep down the price of 
wheat, that I cannot help suspecting him 
to be a possessor of not a few ricks and 
mows of that grain. 1 will engage, that 
he is not one of those who wish to sec 
sugar used in the disliilmies. I will put 
these two questions to him, and I call upon 
him for conscientious answers ; Have you*, 
.Sir, during the last twenty years, ever re¬ 
pealed the Prayer far Plenty ? Have you, 
tivery day wiihiif the last four niontba, 
prayed most devoutly I'or the closing of the 
Baltic and for an American Embargo f If 
he cair answer the first of these questions 
in the affiroiative'and the latter in the ne¬ 
gative, 1 will then say, that his sarcasin.s 
upon us rice-bakers may proceed from his 
conviction of the iiiiiliiity of our endea¬ 
vours. But, at presirti, i do suspect, that 
he’ is (thon^li perhups, with very little 
cause) ai'raid, that tin so endeavours lend 

to diinimuioii of his own gains.-There 

are divers reasons vvhy^iiie should wish to 
see corn at a reasonabie price, and even 
cheap, that is to say, plenty ; at the head 
of uli c'h reason# certainly is, that the poor 
are ijicn more hajrpy and contented, and 
less liable to coinruii desperate acts against 
our haj'py eoitslituticn; but, another is, 
that tile jarmers are then better oil', if the 
being more sober and modest be an im¬ 
provement. Of all iwo-legged creatures 
tiuiie are so dillereut from each other as a 
, dear-corn farnu r and a cheap corn farmer. 

1 The tbvmer swears at waiters and drinks 
wine like a lord ; tlic latter walks meekly 
into the lajj roodi, ajid in a pijdng voice, 
calls for “ a pint of your nice beer, land- 
“ lady, if you please !” The former 
spunks to and from market upon a horse 
that flings tlie dirt in the 1 u:e and 
puts In iiuzuid the limbs .of tlic foot 
passenger ; the latter jogs along upon an 
old brtctluig mare, unfii. for the team, 
pulls off ids hat to his belters, and kindly 
bids '‘good day” to the very beggar on the 
I road. 1 he former draws himself out in all 
[ the gear of the day, has a pocketlt!Ss coat, 

I a W’abtcnat about a hand deep, throws his 
belly into his breeches, and pads up his 
I neck till it is t^qual ip a gallon measure in 
girt, seeming to consider as an ornament 
what was. originally intended to hide the 
marks of a Jaathsome disease ; the neck of 
the laitfX is distinguishable from the un- 
;\)added shoijI(jer|, v^ile his body, ending 
at life hips, is covered by a vest an{) a coat, 
calculated fop convenience and warmtl^ 
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The forixter, dronk over-night, lies in bed 
'till neon ; the latter rises with the lark. 
The former tricks out bis daughters with 
forte pianos; the latter puts them to the 
churn or spinning wheel, the music of 
either of which is, by the bye, far better 
than that of the piano, because that of 
neither is nearly so loud. 'Ihc dear-corn 
farmer seldom goes to church ; the cheap- 
corn fanner is always remarkably regular 
in his devotions, penury being, like pain, 
a great promoter of religion.-The sar¬ 

castic letter of my courfspondcnl smacks, 
strongly of the times. When horses are 
unruly, it is a saying, that the oats jrrick 
them. Dear corn seems to have a similar 
eliect upon their mastefs. In wishing 
that wheat may be fifteen pounds a load, 
], in fact, wish for the reformation and 
happiness of my correspondent; and, in 
whatever degree the converting of rice 
into bread shall lend to the lowering of 
the price of wheat, in that same degree, 
am I endeavourin" to produce the accom¬ 
plishment of thisJ|lcniily wish.--Ihus 

far in amity; but, there are bouml-slo all 
things; there is a measure for endurance 
as well as for every thing else; and, if 
this genlleinau meant to •‘pain my feci- 
" ings,” lie should be taught iliat that is « 
crime, and a crime, too, punisliable by fine 
and imprisonment. He may know how to 
tackle crow peck or couch grass; he may 
know how to cure the foot-rot in sheep, 
or to ptfison Hanover Hats; but, an Ex- 
Ofticio Informalion, once well stuck upon 
him, would, 1 imagine, leave him very 
little tlispositiun to indulge in sarcasms 
about the use ol rice. he will listen to 
reason it is well ; but, if he wfii not, we 
Will show him, that there is nuuther way 
to answer him. 

W“. COBBliTT. 

Stale Prison, ISewgate, Friday, 

IV th January, I HI 2. 
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AMERICAN STA'IES. 

Orders in Colncvl. 

il/r. Pinkney to Lord Wdkslcy. Great Cum- 
berUmd j l<ic\ , Jan. 14-, I .S11. 

(Concluded jrom p. 

it would fain imiuce jym to acknowledge, 
but could not prevail upon itself to avow, 
I am not able to conii i lUre—Tbe frank 
and honourable character of * lit American 
Government justifies me in sayiiijS that if 
it iiad meant to denuujJ Qrpat Britain 
an abjurayon of all such principles as (he 
Ftencb Government may tumk fit to dis- 


approve, it would not have put yoor lord- 
.ship to the trouble ef discovering that 
meaning by the aid of combinatioifs and 
inferences discountenanced by the lan¬ 
guage of its roini.sier, but would have told 
you so in explicit terms. What I'have to 
request of yourLorebship, therefore, is, that 
you will take our views and principles 
from our own mouthi; and that neither 
the Berlin decree, nor any other act of 
any foreign Stale, may be made to speak 
for us what we have .not spoken for our¬ 
selves.—The principles of blockade which 
the American Government professe.s, and 
upon the foundation of which it has re¬ 
peatedly protested against the Order oi’ 
May,^1806, and itic other kimired inno¬ 
vations of these extrordinary times^jlave 
already beeft so clearly explainpd*v«i your 
Lordship, in my letter of the 21kt of Sep¬ 
tember, that it is hardly possible to read 
that letter and misunde>*stand them, lie- 
commended by the plainest considerations 
of universal equity, you will find them 
.^upported with a strength of argument 
and a weight of authority, of which they 
scarcely slaml iii need, in- the papers 
wiiich will accompany this letter, or were 
transmitted in tliaiof September, I will not 
recapitulate what 1 cannot improve ; but 
1 must avail myself of this opportunity, to 
call your loidslnps attention a second lime, 
in a particular miuiner, to one of the papeiss 
to which my letter of September refers. 
allude to the copy of an ofiicial ooie, of 
tbe )2ih of Atiril, 1S(34, from Mr. .Merry 
to Mr. Madison, respecting a pretended 
bmekade of Martinique and Guada- 
loupe. No comment *ftm add to the 
value of that manly and perspicuou.s ex- 
posuum of the law of blockade, as made 
by England (lersclf in uiainteuance of 
rules, wliicli have been respected and op- 
iu-Jd, in a^i seasons, and on all occasions, 
by tlie Government of the United Stat.e.s. 
I vvil^ leave, it therefove to your Lordsbip^s 
consideration, with Q^tly this remark, that, 
while that paper exists it would be 
superfluous to seek, in any Ercncb 
document, or tlie opinions of the Amort- 
cun GovernmcAt, and of the matter of it.— 
The steady fidelity of the government of 
the United StaUj; to its opinions on tlut 
interesting subject is knowif to every body. 
Tbe same principles wliich are fom. J in 
the letter *of Mr. Madison to Mr. Thorn¬ 
ton, of the 27ih of October I SO."j, already 
•before you, were asserted in 1799, by the 
American IVTmister at this Court, in his 
correspodeuce wilfi Lord Grenville, re- 
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•preting ihfc btoekade of some 6f tfael ln any mtfmter, the btockede, tfnlejs on 
ports of Hoi land 4 Were sanOtioned, in her approach towards aoch port, sbe shall 
« lettdr of the 20tb of September, 1800, have been prerionsly warned not to enter 
from th*e Secretary of State of the United it j that this view of the law, in itself per- 
States to Mr. King, of wfctch an extract is fecily correct, is peculiarly Proportant to 
cnclose'd ; were insisted upon in repeated nations siluated at a great distance from 
instructions to Mr. Monroe, and the spe* the belligerent parties, and, tlierefore, in- 
ctal mission of 1800; have been main- capable of obtaining other than tardy in- 
tained by the United States against others, formation of the actual state of their ports t 
as well as against Englanrl, as will appear that whole coasts and countries shall nOi 
bv tjje inclosed Copy of'instructions, dated be declared (for they can never be more 
tfie 21 st of October 1801, frwm Mr. Se- than declared) to be in a state of blockade, 
cretaty Madison to Mr. Charles Pinkney, i converted into the means of extinguishing 
then -Anrerican Minister at Madrid ;• and the trade of neutral nations; and, lastly, 
^finally were adhered to by the United»States that every blockade should be impartial 
Vliei) belligerent, in the case of the block* in its operation,^or, in other words, shall 
ade of Tripoli.—A few words will give a hot open and shut for the convenience of 
eumiaary of those principles and when the party that institutes it, and at the same 
recalledrtooyour lemembrance. I am not time repel the commerce of the rest of the 
without Itopes that the strong grounds of World, so as to become the odious instrument 
law and tight op which they stand will be ofanonjustmonopoly, instead of a measui e 
as apparent to ydur lordship as they are of honourable war.—These principles are 
to me.—It is by no means clear that it too moderate and just to furnish any luo- 
may not fairly be contended, on principle tive to tlie British Coxenimeut for hesi- 
and early usage, that a maritime blockade tating to revoke its Oijfws in Council, and 
is incomplete with regard to states at those analogous orders of blockade whici) 
peace, unless the place which it would af- the United States expect to be tecalled. It 
feet is invested by land as well as by sea. can hardly be doubted that Great Britain 
The United States, however, have called vTiil ultimately accede to them in their 
for the recognition of no such rule. They ftillest extent; but ifithat be a sanguine 
appear to have contented themselves with calculation (as 1 trust it is not), it is still 
urging, in substance, that ports not ac- incontrovertible, that a disinciinaiion at 
tuallv blockaded b}' a presenjt, adeijuate, this moment to acknowledge them can | 
stationary force, employed by the power suggest no rational inducement for declhi- 
which attacks them, shall not be consider- ingto repeal at once.what every principle 
ed as shut to neutral trade In articles not disowns, and what must be repealed at last, 
contraband of war ; that, though it is -—With regard to the rules of blockade 
usual for a belligerent to give notice to which the French Governnient expects 
ncvitral nations ^hen he intends to insii- you to abandon, 1 jdo not take upon me to 
lute a blockade, it is possible that he may decide w;hether they are such as your 
not act upon his intention at ail, or that he Lordship supposes them to be or not, 
may execute it insufficiently, or that he Your view of them may be correct, but it 
may discontinue his blockade,of which it may also be erroneous; and it is wholly 
is not customary to give any notice; that, immaterial to the case between the United 
consequently the presence of. the block- Spates and Great Britain, whether it be the 
tiding force is the •natural criteridn by one or'the other.—^As to such British 
which the neutral i» enabled to ascertain liiockades as the United States desire you 
the existence of the blockade at tthy given to relinquish, you will not, I am sure, al- 
period. In like manner as the actual in- lege, that it is any reason for adhering to 
vestment of a besieged place is the evi- them, that France expects ^od to reliit^ 
dence by which we decide whether the quish others. If our demands are suited 
siege, which may be Comnllii^d, raised, to the measure of our own r'lghts, and of 
recommenced, and raised agai^is conti- your obiigatirins ,as they respect those 
nued or not; <hat, of course, a there no- rights, you cannot think of founding a 
tification to a neutral minister shall not be rejection of them upon ; ny imputed exor>- 
relied upon, as affecting, with knowledge bitance inllbeories of the French Govern- 
of the actual exilt^nee of the blockide, ment, for v'hich we are not respoafible, 
either his government or its citizens ; thaf and with whicly w« have no concern. If, 
a Tdssal, eleart^d or bound to a blockaded wBen you have done justice to the United 
port, shall n(H be coii^dered as violating. States, your'enemy should call Bpew f oth 
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to go farttier, wbat shall prevent you from 
refusing f Your free agency will in no re¬ 
spect have been impaired. Your case will 
be bettor in truth, and in the opinion of 
mankind—and you will be, therefore, 
stronger in maintaining it; provided that, 
in doing so, you resort only to legitimate 
means, and do not once more forget the 
rights of others, vvliile you seek to vindi- 
qate your own. Whether France will be 
•atisQed with what you may do, is not to 
Im known by anticipation, and ought not 
to be a subject of enquiVy.—So vague a< 
•peculation has nothing to do with your 
duties to nations at peace—and if it had, 
would annihilate them. It cannot serve 
your interests; for it tends to lessen thd 
number of your friends, without tending 
to your security against your enemies. 
You are required, therefore, to do right, 
and to leave the consequences to the fu¬ 
ture, when by doing right, you have every 
thing to gain, and nothing to lose.—As to 
the Orders in Council, which professed to 
be a reluctant def^tnre from all ordinary 
rules, and to be justified only as a system 
of retaliation for a pre-existing measure of 
France, tlieir foundation (such as it was) is 
gone the moment that measure is no longer 
in operation. But the Berlin I>ecree is 
repealed ; and even the Milan Decree, the 
•Uercssur of your Orders in Councii, is re¬ 
pealed also. Why is ii, then, that your 
Orders have ontjived those edicts, and 
that they are stiil to oppress and harrass as 
before ? Your Bordsliip answers this ques¬ 
tion explicitiy enough, but not satisfacto¬ 
rily. You 'do not allege that the French 
Decrees are not repealed’; but you ima¬ 
gine that, the repeal is not to,remain in 
iorce, unless the British Government shall, 
in addition to the revocation of its Orders 
in Couneil, abandon its system of blockade. 
I am not conscious of litiving stated, as 
your Lordship seems to think, that this is 
so; and 1 believe, in fact, that is is other¬ 
wise. Even if it were admitted, however, 
the Orders in Council ought, nevertheless, 
to he revoked. Can " il*e safety and ho- 
Bour of tWe British nation” demand, that 
these Orders shall cooti'iue to outrage,the 
public law of the world, and sport with th* 
undiluted rights of ateuiral commerce, 
nfter the pretext which was at first in¬ 
vented for them is gone ? But you are me- 
nneed with a revival of the Freflch system, 
and consequently may again be fiftnisbed 
with the Same pretext, sBn* h so; yet 
•fill, as fhe system and the pretext ate at 
presenv at an end, so of course •hoold 


be yonr orders.-—According ta yoiir otode 
of remuningi the situaiion of hemrat trad* 
is hopeless indeed. Whether the Berfiti De* 
cree exists or not, it iseqUally tojustlfy y o«r 
Ordersin Council. You issued them before 
it was any thing but a shadow, and b'y doing 
so, gave to it ail the substance it could ever 
claim. It is at this moment nothing. It 
is revoked, and ba* passed away, accord¬ 
ing to your own admission. You choose, 
however, to look for its reappearance; 
and you make yogr own expectation equi¬ 
valent to the decree itself. Compelled 
to ooncede that there is no anti-neutral 
French edict in operation on the ocean^ 
you think it suftiipent to say that there 
will he such an edict you know not when ; 
and in the mean time you do all yog can 
to verify your own prediction,»by' giving 
to yoW enemy all the provocatidn in your 
powoF to resume the dei^rees which be 
lias abondoned,—-For my part, my Lord, 

I knotv not what it is that the British 
Government requires, with a view to what 
it calls its safety and its honour, as au in¬ 
ducement to rescind its Orders in Councii. 
It does not, I pre.sum«, imagine that such 
a system will ha suffered to ripen into law. 
It rou.st intend to relinquish it sooner or 
later, as one of those violent experiments 
tor which time can do nothing, and to 
which submission will be hope<l in va^n. 
Yet, even after the professed foundation of 
this mischievous sy.stem is taken away, 
another and another is industriously pr(»- 
cured for it ;*80 that no man can tell at 
what time, or under what circumstances, 
it is likely to have an end. \Yhen re¬ 
alities cannot be found, possibilities supply 
their place; and that which was originally 
said to be retaliation for actual injury, be¬ 
comes at last (if such a solecism can be 
endured or imagined) retaliation for ap¬ 
prehended injuries, which the future may 
or may not produce, bat whicli it is cer¬ 
tain'have no existehce now.—I do not 
mean to grant, for l.do not think, that the 
edict of jHerlin did at any time lend even 
a colour of equity to the British Ortlers in 
Council with reference to the 'United 
States; but it might reasonably have been 
expected, that they who have so much 
relied upon it ■» a justification, woutd 
have suffered it and them to sink together. 
How this is forbidden by your safety, or 
your honour, remains to be explained; 
and I am not willing tdTrelieve, that either 
*lhe one or ^he other is inconsistent with 
the observance of substantial justice, and 
with^the posperity and rights of peecef*! 
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states.« Although your Lordship has 
slightly remarked i:^on certain recent acts 
of theTrench Government, and has spoken 
in general terms of “ the system of vio- 
•* lence and injustice now pursued by 
•'France/'/as requiring “some precau- 
*' tions of defence on the part of Great 
“ Britain." I do not perceive that you 
deduce any consequence from these ol)- 
servations, in favour of a perseverance in 
the prders in Council. J am not my-» 
self aware of any Edicts of Fsfence, which, 
now that the Berlin and Mi!an*''I)ecrees 
are repealed, aHect the rights of nentral 
,commerce on the seas: and you wilk your¬ 
selves admit, that if any of the Acts of the 
French Government, resting on levritovial 
«ovet*ignty, have injured, or^shall here¬ 
after ii^re the United Stales, it i.s for 
them, and for them only, to seek ledvess. 
In like mannerpit is for Great Britain to 
determine what precautions of defence 
those measures of France, which you de¬ 
nominate unjust and violent, may render 
it expedient for her to adopt. The United 
States have only to insist that a sacrifice 
of their rights shall not be among the 
number of these precautions.—In reply¬ 
ing to that passage in your letter, which 
adverts to the American Act of Non -Inter¬ 
course, it is only necessary to mention 
the Prpciamation of the President of tite 
United States, of the 2d of No^’emlter last, 
and the Act of Congress, which my letter 
of the 31st of September communicated; 
and to add, that it is in ih^ power of the 
British Governinetit to prevent the Non- 
Inlerconrse from being enforced against 
Great Britain.—Upon the concluding pa¬ 
ragraph of your letter I will barely ob¬ 
serve, that I am not in possession, of any 
document wlficU you are likely to consi¬ 
der as authentic-, shewing that the French 
decrees are “ absolutely revoked upon tbe 
“ single condition of t he revocation of the 
" British Orders .in^Councilbut that 
the information wbioh I have lately re¬ 
ceived from the American Legation at 
I'aris confirms what I have already stated, 
and, I’ think, proved to your Lordship, 

. that those Decrees are repealed, and have 
ceased to have any e ffect. 1 will now tres¬ 
pass on you no farthenthan to sugge.si, 
that it would hSve given me sincere plea¬ 
sure to be enabled to say as rnuch of the. 
British Orders in Council, and of the 
blockades from vfTOch it is impossible to ^ 
distinguish them. I have t|ie honour ic? 
be, with great respect and consideration, 
my Lord, your Lord.<^|iip’s most obedient 
bumble servant,—(Signed}— W. Pinkney, 
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OFFICIAL PAPFRS. 

Spain.- —- French Dispatches. — AfawAuZ 
Count Suchei’s Account of t/te Battle and 
Capture qf Saguntum, 26 Oct. 1811. 

(Concluded from vol. 20, />. 768.^ 

...All these works 

Were executed on a naked rock, with in¬ 
finite difficulty. All the parapets of the 
trenches were formed of sack.s of earth, 
which were brought from a great distance, 
and it was necessary to raise them seven 
»or eight feet, in order to protect our sol¬ 
diers from the enemy's works, which 
commanded the position.—These works 
do much credit to the conductor of the at- 
faik, Hejiry, and to the Engineer Of¬ 
ficers under his orders.—We lost-several 
sappers in the execution of woik.s so dif¬ 
ficult and 80 near the enemy, both by 
m^usketry and by the grenades and stones 
thrown by the Spaniards.—On the 2.5th 
the artillery began firing from the new 
battery, at 70 toises^fli.staiice from the 
work, and bonibaideplfwiih success the 
tower of the out-work of St. Fernando.— 
In the morning, Gen. Blake advanced at 
the head of 30,000 men, to raise the .siege ; 
Marshal Suchet advanced to meet him, 
and gained a complete victory.—On the 
26lh, the breach was practicable for 20 
men a-breast, and we were well established 
at the foot of it.—The Marshal summoned 
the garrison, which surrendered.by capi¬ 
tulation.—The same, day vve entered the 
fortress, and became masters of a place 
which had so long braved the efforts of 
the Carthaginian General.—R ocnat, Ge¬ 
neral of Division of Engineers.—From 
Murviedro, Oct. 28, 1811. 


Portugal. Toe War.— Gazette Exlraor- 

dinary, published 18 Nmi. 1811. 

(Concluded from vol. 20, p.612.) 

.... A'detachment of tbf 

army of tite North which had crossed the 
Torme.s with a view to plunder the country 
between that river and the Veltes, hav« 
returned to their tantonments without 
deriving much advantage from this expe¬ 
dition.—! have directed General Hill to 
endeavour to force^ierard’s division of th* 
SlTi corps to retire from Caceres, as, in 
that position, they distress for provisions 
the troops*under the Conde de P«nn^ 
Vdlam'iir, and Genera! Murillo, belonging 
to Gen. X^istamoe. Lieutenant-General 
Hfll was to move from his cantosnnents on 
this expedition on the 22d.—By the ac¬ 
counts which I have received front Cadiz 
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to the l6tli instant, 1 learn that Marshal 
Suchet had entered the kingdotil of Valen¬ 
cia, from Torfosi, with iwenty thousand 
men, and had advanced as faf as Mur- 
vjedroe; he made three attempts to obtain 
possession of the fort of Sagunto, near that 
town, by escalade, on the 29lh of last 
incuth, in all wliich he was repulsed with 
considerable loss, and left behind him his 
ladders. He was still at Murvieclr.i on tlie 
4tli instanl.—In the mean time General 
Blake had thrown hirn.'eif into Valencia. 
All the strong holds of Valencia were* 
occupied, and the greatest efibris were 
making to bring a large form into that 
kingdom, in order to annoy the enemy's 
coininiini.ritions with his rear. The ut¬ 
most confidence appear? by the accmints 
to be placed in General Blake; and the 
people of Valencia appear determined to 
co-operate in resistanco to the. enemy.~ 
There has been no movement in the north 
since I hist adertssed yonr Lordship. 

Freveda, Oct. fiO. 

Tile detachment of the army of the 
North, which was at l.ede3ma, moved from 
thence touards Salamanca on the 28th 
instant.—.bxcapting tliat movement, the 
troops of (lie Armies of the North and of 
Portugal have made nonc sir.ee I addressed 
you last.—T.he hist report I receis'ed from 
"^Feneiul Hill was dated at Mal))erMda de 
• Cacf res,. on the 26lh. General Gerard 
retired from Gacercst on that morning.— 
By the last accounts which I have re¬ 
ceived from Cadiz, of the U th, it appears 
that Generaf iialla-teros had retired under 
the gnus of Gibraltar; and that the 
French wore at St. Karjoe, and had taken 
possession of Aigesiras..—I have received 
no funiier accotnits from Valencia.—I: 
appear.slioin ail the accounts whiclil have 
received, that .the Guerillas are increasing 
in numbers and bo!diif.s.s tliioughout tlie 
Peninsula. One party under Tcstnpran^, 
lately retook at the very gate.sol Talavera, 
Lieutenant Col. Grant of the Portuguese 
service, who had dteen taken in the begin¬ 
ning of September in Upper Estremadura, 
while employed in .observaliun of 4he 
enemy’s inovt incnts. Boili the Empeci- 
nailo and Mina were very successful 
against some of the enemy’s posts and de¬ 
tachments, W'hcn their armies were lately 
collected for the relief of CiudiW Rodrigo ; 
and lamgawas likewise very succe'^sful in 
the neighbourhood of. Victaria, in the 
mtddle and towards the latter end td' Sep- 
tea)bei. 


PoKTCOAi..—^T he Waii.—L ontiju Gasteile 
Einraordinart/. —Dmnin^ Stre^, De¬ 
cember , 

Captain Hill, Aide-de-Camp toLieute« 
nant-General Hill, arrived this da'y at the 
Earl of Liverpool’s Office, with a dispatch, 
addressed to bis Lordship by General Vis¬ 
count Wellington.^ dated Frenatia, 6ih of 
November, 1811, of which the following 
is an extract:— 

I informed your Lord.ship, in my dis¬ 
patches of the 23d and 30ih of October, of 
the^trders which I had given to Lieute¬ 
nant-General Hill to m(jve into Estrema- 
dura with the troops under his command^ 
and with his progress to the 2(bh of Octo- 
ber.-LHe marched on the -mh by Aldea 
del Cano l‘b Alcuesca ; and The 2Bih, 
in tlie morning, surprized thc^ enemy’s 
troops under General Girard at Arroyo 
del Moiino, and dispersed the division of 
infantry and cavalry wbicit bad been em¬ 
ployed under the command of that Gene¬ 
ral, taking General Brune, the Due 
d’Arcmberg, and about 1,300 prinoners, 
tiiree piece.? of cannon, &c.‘ and having 
killed many in the action with the enemy, 
and in tl|e subsequent pursuit. General 
Girard escaped, wounded ; and by all ac¬ 
counts which I have received, General. 
Diibrocoskie was killed.—1 beg to refer 
your Lordship for the details of Lieute¬ 
nant-General Hill’s operations to the noth, 
of October, to bis dispatch to me .of that 
date from Mevida, a copy of which I eii- 
clo.se. I have frequently had the plea¬ 
sure, to report to your Lordship the zeal 
and ability rvitli whitir 'Lieutenant-Gen. 
Iliil had carried into execution the opera¬ 
tion.? eiitrusted to liis charge; and I have 
great satisfaction in repeating iny com- 
i.neiidations of him, and of the brave 
troops umS/tr his command, upon the pre¬ 
sent occasion, in which the ability^ of the 
Geueval, and the galkinfry and discipline 
of the officers and troops, have been con- 
■spicuous.—1 send with General Hill's dis¬ 
patch a plan of the ground and of the 
operations on the 2Sth of October, by 
Captain Hill, 'the General’s brother and 
Aide-de-camp, who attended him .in the 
action, anti oil!, be able to give your 
Lordship any farther details which you 
may require. 1 beg leave to reconmieiid 
hiiii to your protection. 

Mer7&, Oct. 30th, i 811. 
My Lord-In porsuance of the in¬ 
structions which I received from your 
Djt dship, I put a pjortion of the troops un- 
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der wy orders in motion on the 32d^ iit- 
stsnt, from their oantoniinents in thejptif h* 
bourhood of Portalegre, and advinced 
with ibira towards the Spanish frontier.— 
On the 2Jtd the head of the colamn reach¬ 
ed AlbOqu^qoe^ when 1 learnt that the 
enemy, who bad advanced to Alisoda, had 
fallen back to Arroyo del Paerco, and 
that the Spaniards were again in possea- 
aion of Alii^a.—On the 24th I had a 
brigade of British infantry, half a brigade 
of Phrtuguese artillery (sijjs pounders), 
•nd some of my cavalry, at Aliseda ; and 
the remainder of tny cavalry, another bri* 
j;adeof British infantry,and half a btiigade 
of Portuguese six-pounders, at Casa de 
Cantiifana,' about a league distint.-—On 
the 25lb, the Count de Penne Vilfamur 
iBad^a<wet^onnoisance with Kis cavalry, 
and drovl^ the enemy from Arroyo' del 
Puerco. The enemy retired to Malpar- 
tida, which place* be occupied as an ad¬ 
vanced post, with about SOO cavalry and 
some infantry, his main body being still 
at Caceres.—On the 2dtb, at day-break, 
the troops arrived at Malpartida, and 
ibund that the enemy had left that place, 
retiring towards Caceres, followed by a 
amall party of the 2d hussars, ^ho skir¬ 
mished with his rear-guard. I was shortly 
afterwards informed, that the whole of the 
enemy's force had left Caceres ; but the 
want of certainty as to the direction he 
(tad taken, and the extreme batiness of the 
weather, induced me to halt the Portu¬ 
guese and British troops at Malpartida for 
that night. The Spaniards moved on to 
Carceres.—-Having received certain in¬ 
formation, that* the enemy had marched 
on Torre Mocha, I put the troops at Mal¬ 
partida in motion, on the morning of the 
27th, and fwlvanced by the road leading to 
Merida, through Aldea del Cano, and 
Casa de Don Antonio, being, a shorter 
route than that followisd by ibe enem'y, 
and whicjii afibrde^ & hope of being able 
to intercept and bring hi.n to action; and 
1 was here joined bj^ the Spaniards from 
Cacere.s. On the miwch, I received in¬ 
formation, that the enemy had only left 
. Torre Mot-ha that rnorning, and that he 
bad again halted his main body at Ar¬ 
royo del Mwlino, leaving a reatr>guard at 
Albaia, which^ was a satisfactory proof 
that he was ignorant of the movements 
of the troops under my command.—I 
therd'ore madea ftRced march to Alcifts- 


ca ^ai evening, yrhere tihe tcoopa www 
placed as to be out of of the enemy, 
and no fires were altovwi^l^ be made. 

On my arrival at Alcaewm, wbkh is witb- 
in a league of Arroyo del Mblino, every 
thing tended to conmin me in my opinion 
that the enemy was not only in total ig¬ 
norance of my near approach, but ex¬ 
tremely off his guard; and I determined 
upon attempting to surpriae, or at least, 
to bring him to action, before he should 
march in the morning ; and the necessary 
dispositions were made fm- that purpose.— 
The town of Arroyo del Motino is situated 
at the foot of one extremity of the Sierra 
of Montanches; the mountain running 
from it to the relir, in the form of a cres¬ 
cent, almost every-where inaccessible, 
the two points being about two miles 
asunder. The Truxillo road runs round 
that to the ea.stward.—The road leading 
frbm the lowm to Merida runs at right 
angles with that from Alcuesca, and the 
road to Medellin passes between those to 
Truxillo and Merida.^^he ground over 
which the troops had to manoeuvre being 
a plain, thinly scattered with oak and 
cork trees, my object of course was to 
place a bo<ly of troops so as to cut oil' the 
retreat of the enemy bv any of these roads. 
—The troops moved from their bivouack - 
near Alcucsca, about two o’clock in thw 
morning of the 2>rlh, in one column right 
in front, direct on Aivoyo del Moiino, and 
in the following order -Major-(Jeneral 
[ Howard's Brigade of infantry, (tst batta¬ 
lion 50th, 71st, and ^2d rtigifnent.s, and 
one company of the 60tb,) Colonel Wil¬ 
son’s brigade (fst battalion 2Stb, 2d bat- 
I talion 34th, and 2d battaiiun 3nth, and- 
one company of the GOth.) dili Portuguese 
regiment of the line, and 6th Ca 9 adores 
under Colonel Ashworth, the .Spanish itt- 
faotry under Brigadier General Moriiln, 
Major-General Long’s brigarle of C,avalry, 
(2d Hussjir.Pth and 1.3th light Dragoons,) 
abd the Spanish cavalry under the Cond* 
de Fenne Viliamur. They moved in ihi* 
order until within half a mile of the town 
of Arroyo del Molixio, wheiv under covisr 
of a. low' ridge, the cplnnin closed, and di¬ 
vided into three columns. Major-General 
Howard’s Brigade,^nd three six-poundera 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, sup¬ 
ported by Brigadier-Generai MorilloV 
infantry, tUa left; 

*• fU’o be continued.) 

• • V 


t^ablishefi t>v R. BAGSHAW, Brydges-Streec, Covent-Garden. * 
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SlJMM.41iY OF POLITICS. 

Sir Francis Burdett’s Address.- 

When I had this subject under considera¬ 
tion before, 1 noticed that the venal news¬ 
papers had carefully abstained from pub¬ 
lishing the Addre s which they abused ; I 
told them that this was not the way to an- 
sxoer 'if, and 1 invited those who thout^t 
themselves able lo give it an answer to se,nd 
an answer to me. No one has done this. 
But, I h.ive perceived, that some <tff he venal 
prints have argued,thuttheAddre.s.smusibe 
considered as bad, merely because it was 
Rupported by only one member besides the 
mover and seconder. I, however, hold, 
that this, of itsc^ is no argument at all 
against the AddiWs. We have often seen 
one man on the side of right while great 
nuiniiei.s were opposed to it. If we were 
to take this mode of reasoning as con- 
elusive, we must, of course, conclude, that 
LOT WHS in the wrong ; and I'nat NOAH 
Was also III the wrong.-No: this ar¬ 

gument is not worth the ink in which it is 
written. It can weigh with no man of 
sense,‘and, as for those who have no 
■sen.sp, it matters nht which side they are 

of.-On the other hand, there is strong 

presumpiitte proof in favour of the Ad¬ 
dress in the great care, svh’ch its oppo¬ 
nents have taken to keep it, as far as they 
have been able, from the puhllc eye. H 
my adversary write any thing, which 1 
find to be false or feeble, it is my interest 
to give it as widen circulation as possible; 
it i.s my interest that every body should 
read it; it would he iny interest to have 
it posted upon every wall in the kingdotn. 
But, if I find it true and forcible, 1 na¬ 
turally wish that nobody may read it; 
and, if IJiawe the means of contracting its 
(Circulation, I fail not to exert those means 
to the utmost of my power. This is pre¬ 
cisely what the venal prints have done; 
•nd, ill so doing, they have, as plainly as 
conduct can speak, told the vi’orld, iliat 
duy, at any rate, regard th% Address as 
containing truths, which are nn* to be 
controverted. They, like,Mi;. Whitbread,' 
vote again.st it; but, tfley’do nut attetbpt 
to filnwyr upon what grounds tl^ey do this; 


they, like that gentleman, bestow their 
disapprobation upon it; and, like him, 
they decline entering into any contradic¬ 
tion of its facts or positions.-^—Bat 
though they have declined all discussion 
th|m£elves, one of them, the Tiroes news- 
yjaper (the worst of them all) has become 
the channel of an attack upon the Address 
and its author by a writer, styling himself 
AN’OFFiCER OF THE KING’S GER- 
MAN LE’GION ; though tlie^-Mves news¬ 
paper had not room tor the in.sertion of 
Sir Francis Burdett’s Address, it had, on 
the Ilih instant, room* fur an attack upon 
tint gentleman by one of the Foreigners, 
paid with the money of the people of Eng- 
land ; it had room for an attack upon an 
English gentleman and a member of Par¬ 
liament for having done what he deemed 
his duty in the House,and this attack made, 
too, bygone of the German Mercenaries, 
whom that gentleman and his constituents 

were helping to support.-1 will first, 

according to my usual custom, insert this 
publication, and will tlien make such re¬ 
marks upon it as it appears to me to cajl 
for, in which I shall act a part precisely 
the oppo.site.of that of the venal prints, 
who make remarks upon what they dare 
not insert; because, if the}- did in.sert 
what they remark npo.S, their remarks 
would be seen to be foolish or false.—— 
" To THE Editor or the Times.—Sir, 
" —The apparently viUfulvdsreprcsentatwns 
which have been made, on a late occa- 
" sion, re^jiecting the King’s German Lc- 
'‘*gion, can only be attributed to the 
" malicious motioe of* creating a dislike in 
“ the British nation.to this body of troops. 
" As a member of the corps, I think it my 
" duty fo refute those statements, in order 
" to oppose any prejudicial impressions 
" which such false assertiems may have. 
" made on the minds of persons not tho- 
" roughly inforijicd on the .subject; and, 
therefore, request you will be pleased 
»' to insert this letter in your valuable and 

“ impartial paper.-degrading epi- 

“ thet, mercenary forel^ers, has b^n be- 
stowed upon us in a most illibeNL un- 
"■ generous, and unjust manner. How far 
“ this is applicable, I leave every one to 
E 
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“ ii)dge, who kiliows Uiat the king of Great 
" Britain is elector Hanover, th|tt all 
•• the ofEcers of the Legion, sasc afidi Hre 
"nativcs'of that country; and that Stome 
" years ago, the Legit n was entirely 
" composed o/ Hanoverians, as the greater 
" part of the late Hanoverian army came 
*' over to this country immediately after 
the unfortunate caiastr<^)he of the electo- 
** rate, to join the standard of their king. 
•' The^lerm, vxcrcmaty, therefore, does not 
" apply, for we still have the’^ranscendant 
" happiness of serving our much beloved 
" and lawful Sovereign, and defend the 
\same cause our anceiitors did ; H*\NO- 
VEtt HAVING AL\VAYS FOUGHT 
" THE BATTLES OF ENGLAND, ^iocc 
" the accession of the House of Hanover 

•* to the’T^wtish Throne.-It is only 

" the country imperative cii>cunisiahce8 
" obliged US to change; and, considering 
•' that we were born and bred subjects of the 
" mme Kin;^ aS the English, Scotch, and 
•' Irish, we cannot be suspected of such 
“ mean end selfish motives in devoting our 
" lives to oar King, as a certain HONOUR- 
" ABLE BARONET wishes to impute to 
" us ; being animated by the same ardent j 
" attachment to the House of Jlmaver as * 
" every other liege subject in his Majesty’s 
*' dominions.——It has been farther said, 
that the foreign troops •acre scattered all 
** over the country. I am at a Joss to con- 
'^ceive how suth an assertion can be 
" proved, as the whole of the King’s Ger- 
" man Legion, with the exoeption of the 
" 3d regiment of hussars, two troops of 
•' horse artillery^ and the depots, is on 

•' active SCI vice: viz.- Poutcgal.— 1st 

"regiment of hussars; 2d ditto ditto; 

*• 1st regiment of dragoons; 2d ditto ditto; 

1st baitalion ot liglit infantry; 2d ditto 
" ditto ditto; 1st battalion of the line ; 2d 

V ditto ditto; 5tb ditto ditto; ^.hree b^* 

V gades foot artillery ;' garrison com pan 

•-SiciLv.—3d battalion of the fine ; 

w 4lh ditto ditto; 6th«ditto ditto, 7lh light 
^ battalion (returned from Portugal a 
*• skeleton in August last, and now em- 
" barked for Sicily, after having been 
•*» completed in men); 8th battalion of 

" the line; one brigade foot artillery_ 

« If any inquiry had beemmade at the Ad* 

" jutant General’s office, previous to ad- 
" vanring such a falsehood, thq contrary 
" wooid soon haX^ppeared. It therefore 
*‘ ha9.|i<!en done With the evident iSten- 
" tioh of making the lower classes believe* 
" that the corps of the King’s German Le- 
"■ gion spent tlmir time.tn tdleaess and in- . 


■Sir Frmtis BwrdeU*s 4ddrm> [ lOO' 

" activity in this country.—-With regard 
" to the conduct of the King’s German 
" Legion, I have only to refer to the Bri- 
tish Generals under whose commands the 
“ diflereol corps have the honour of serv- 
" ing, and to the inhabitants of those 
" places in England and Ireland where 

" they have been quartered.-Happy I 

" feel in the convictionof being in a coun- 
" try where an impartial hearing is granted 
" to evex-y one, and that the columns of 
" your paper are always open to the ag- 
7 grieved. 1 have the honour to be. Sir, 
“ your obedient humble servant.——An 
*' bniccr of the King’s German Legion." 
——N')tliing rail more strongly pdurtray 
the unfeeling effrbntery of this print than 
the fact, that it here publishes an eulogium 
upon it.s own impartiality, while it is in 
the very act of pubii.shitig a commentary 
on an Address, which it had done all in 
it.s power to stifle, and not one sentenca 
of which it had, or yet has, inserted. This 
German is extremely happy in the con¬ 
viction of being in a c|^ intry " where an 
" impartial hearing is gratited to every one.** 
To every German, 1 suppose he means; 
j for, he must have observed the base par¬ 
tiality, which this very Times news-paper 
had si)« v!i in the very instance befora 
hirh.— Let us now come to the letter, as it 
rcl.iies to the Address.——It cannot be 
doubted, that this German’s attack is upon 
Sir Francis Burdett. He clearly points 
him out; much more clearly lhan'has ever 
been thought necessary to conviction in 

cases of libel-He characterizes Sir 

Francis’s Address as containing " isiifiil 
“ misre]yresentati6ns and false assertions,’* 
and ascribes these to a " malicious motive.’* 

-Let us, pass, at present, over the *«- 

pudence of this German; let us not stop to 
compare his conduct with that for which 
Mr, Gale .lones was kept in jail by the 
House of Commons for many months; let 
us not stop here to ask, what English of¬ 
ficer would have attempted thus to vilify 
a member of parliament; but, let us see 
how the impudent German refutes (for that 
is his object and his promise) the asser¬ 
tions, which he calls false and malkiotss. 
He .says, that he deems it his duty to re¬ 
fute Sir Francises ^atenients ; ami. Jet iff 

see, then, how he does it.-But, let m, 

first of all, t;ike a careful look at the pas¬ 
sage of tlia* Address, to which he alludes. 

-—7’he Address, after having described 
the mode of^^kiiig surcharges, fee. pro¬ 
ceeds thus“ In exact proportion to 
" the increase of these extortions have tve 
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‘»^n the increase of the military force, 
and the niullipiication of means calcu- 
" Iflited to direst the soldier of alJ fellow. 
" feeling with the citizen. Cooped up in 
" Barracks and Depots, flogged for the 
“ most trifling offences, the former loses, 
" by degrees, all regard for those rights 
of whieh he is deprived, all aUachnit-nt 
to that constitution out of the pale of 
" which he is placed, and becomes t!ie 
passive and unconscious instrument of 
“ tyrannical coercion. But, niiEtriistfui 
of Englishmens’ feelings, many ihoik- 
“ sands ot Gi‘rman ant! other foreign mcr- 
" cenaries have been introduced and plac- 
“ ed cm our military establishment wi^b 
“ pririlegt'.s not possessed by the troops 
"ofour own country; whole districts of 
" England and large portions of the Eiig- 
" lisli army have been put under the 
command of German officers; and. the 
*' more effectually to estrange the people 
“ from the native soldiers, the latter have, 
in many instances, been compelled to 

" assume a Gerr^ garb."-Now, tliis 

■is the part of the Address to which the 
German alludes; and, as the reader w'ill 
perceive, there is no particular mention of 
the King’s. German Legion, the whole of 
the Foreign Troofis being an object of 
the mover’s complaint; and certainly, 
one class of them is full as exceptionable 
as another; or, if there he anyone less 
so thaj\ the rest, the French corps may, 
perhap's, be thougl^l so, seeing that they 
have committed an offence against their 
country never to be forgiven, and, of 
course, have no country but this to look 

to.-But, be this as it rnay, the Address 

points to no particular corps of j'oreigners; 
and, therefore, this German has misrepre¬ 
sented the Address.- - The Address, as 

we have seen, states, l. that " many thou- 
sands of German and other foreign mer- 
cenaries have been introduced and 
“ placed upon our military establishment; 
" 2. that they possess privilege.s not pos- 
" sessed by the troops of our own conn- 
" try ; 3. that whole districts of England 
“ and latgC portioris of the English army 
" have been put under the command of 
"German Officers; 4. that our English 
Soldiers have, in many instances, been 
" compelled to a.ssiirne a German garb.” 
.mi ... T hese are the lour propositions, which 
■U»e Address contains, relative? to German 
and other foreign mercenaries; afld these 
this German has the impudence to call' 
false and ^ialicious. And, bow has he^at- 
tampted to prove tbie } He itys, that it is 


f his duly to rtfiue these prhpositioOs; but. 
has-^ done it? Hal he discharged this 

duty? He tells ns.what? Why* 

that'tbe King of Great Britain is Elector 
of Hanover; that all the Officers of- the 
Legion, save a few, are natives of that 
country; that, some years ago, the legion 
was entirely composed of llanoverians ; 
that it was only the unfortunate catastrophe 
[that is to say, in plain English, the ar¬ 
rival of the French in Hanover, oy their 
approach tow-ards Hanover] that obliged 
them to change their country for Eng- 

had,-Well, and what of all this ? 

What of this, I say, thou High Dutch lo¬ 
gician ? How dogs this refute any' one of 
the jour propositions of Sir Francis Bur- 
dett ? His Address does not deny that the 

Kifi^r 

i.s Elector of Hanovevr^ny more 
than it denies Louis XVIIi to’be'king of 
France ; his Address deyss not deny that 
most of the officers of your Legion are 
Hanoverians, for he makes no distinction 
between yon; his Address docs not 
deny that, some years ago, you were all 
Hanoverians in the Legion: he does not 
deny tliat it was an unfortunate catastrophe 
that irsdneed you to change your country 
for this* He denies none of these facts ; 
he says nothing about them ; and, how, 
then, have these facts a tendency to refute 
his assertions They may all be perfectly 
true, and bis assertions remain still un¬ 
shaken, Yea may go on, at this rate, 
stating facts, ’till your wliiskeis are as 
white as a judge’s wig, without getting on 
one single inch in refuting those assertions 
of our English Baronet, whom you have 
had the impudence to accuse of fahhood 
and malice. m- — The drift of ail you say is 
to make out the falsliood of the assertion 
of your being mercenaries. That is what 
you aim at; and we will now see how you 

lyive suQceeded.-You say, that yoa 

still serve .your Sovereign. Your modest 
assertion about Haflovssr having so long 
fought the battles »f England I will no¬ 
tice in,due time. You still serve your 
sovereign, you say; you still have the 
transcendant happiness of serving your 
miic h beloved and lawful sovereign, and 
defend the same cause your ancestors did. 
IVhat cause that ds you best know, and, as 
you have thought propertd keep it to your¬ 
self, 1 hav^ no desire tobemade acquainted 
with it.. Thus far, alb^vcry well. The 
Address of Sir Franefs Burdett does not 
deny that yqa still serve your lawful isove- 
reign ; it rai.ses no question of this sort; it 
merely calls you tnercemries. Aye, but 
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this ikwJwt you do liW; and ^ou 
deny tm's, and say, that you are “ 

" of die seme kins as the English, Irish and j 

•• Scotch."-^This the Address denies by i 

implication, and I deny it expressly. 
You are the subjects of no king, unless you 
acknowledge the King of Westphalia. 
You are, or at least so j'ou say, the sub¬ 
jects of the Elector of Hahover, You have 
not been naturalized here, nor has England 
made subjects by conqueitt. You are, 
therefore, not subjects of the king of Eng¬ 
land ; you ate not oar fellow subjects. Not 
a man of you, unless first' naturali^d 0y 
Act of Parliament, can hold lands m any 
part of this.kingdom, ahy more than a 
Frenchman can ; nor are you any more 
our fellovvj^ubjects than Frenchmen are. 

-You suppose, or seem to stippsse, 

tltat you are our fellow subjects, because 
yon are subjects bf .the same person; that 
you are, in fact, English subjects because 
your Elector is king of England ; but, at 
that rate, we poor fellows here should all 
be Oei niaii subjects, because our king is 
a German Elexlor. If you are subjects of 
the, king of England, it follows of course 
that we are subjects of the Elector of Ha¬ 
nover, a position which 1 do not believe, 
even after all that 1 have seen, many 
of ns, comparatively speaking, are as yet 

willing to allow.-If, then, you are not 

iubjects of the king of Engl&nd, and if 
ybn are in the service of England, you 
are, in tfie full sense of the word, mercenu- 
ries, and the Address of Sir*Francis Bur- 
dett, whom you have had the assurance 
to charge with feMiood and malice, is, as 
relating to this your main point, true and 

correct to the very letter.-You say, 

that you are still in the service of your so¬ 
vereign, which is very true, but you are 
paid by us; you are paid by a nation to 
which you do not belong; 'an(f it is pre¬ 
cisely ^his that majtes you ‘mercepary 

troops.-Troopi forming an army are, 

1 . such as belong to Ihe country and are 
the subjects of the Sovereign ; 2.‘Auxilia¬ 
ries, or. such as are sent by some foreign 
.ftate to assist, being paid by iheirown so¬ 
vereign ; 3. Mercenaries, or such as be¬ 
long to some foreign state, and are paid 
by the country for wiiom they come to 
fight. That you and your comrades be¬ 
long to this lat^ cla.ssihe accounts of our 
annual expend ittns&^m ply inform us,'|bere 
beinli not much less than a milHonqf pounds^ 
ateriing raised upon us in taxH for llie [)ay- 
Jnent of the Foreign Troops alone, &moani- 
to about a fifih i>sn‘t as much as the 


whble of our poor-rates in Engltad and 

Wales _But, I will address myself to 

this German no longer. I now turn to the 
English reader; and will endeavour to cal! 
to his recollection a little of what has pass¬ 
ed upon this subject, in parliament, in for¬ 
mer times.-In the reign of Charles I, 

who had attempted to oring only a thou¬ 
sand German soldiers into the country, 
the Parliament most bitterly complained, 
and told him, that it wa.s beneath the spi¬ 
rits of Englishmen to brook thesupposition, 
that they stood in need of German soldiers 

to defend their country.-In the reign 

of William III, the Parliament would not 
suffer him to retaiij even lii.s Dutch Guards, 
wfui had come over with him from Hol¬ 
land, though be tried every means that 
could be thought of to induce them to 
give their cotisent to such retention. Htt. 
tlireatcned and he supplicated by turns; 
but, with the men of tlio.se days, all was 
in vain. What passed between the king 
and parliament, upon this occasion, is very 
well worth reviving time. Th« 

Bill for sending these Guards out of th« 
country being passed by the two Hou.ses, 
the king went in person to the House of 
Lord.s, and, in giving his assent to the Bill, 

made a .speech in the.se word.s;-" My 

“ Lords and Gentlemen ; 1 came to pa.ss 
the Bill for disbanding the Army, as 
“ soon as I understood it was ready for 
“ me: though in our present circumstances 
" there appears great- hazard in breaking 
“ such a number of the Troops: and 
“ though I might think myself unkindly 
" used, that those Guards who came over 
“ with me to your assistance, and have con- 
“ stantly attended me in all th« actions 
‘‘ wherein 1 have been engaged, should b« 
" removed from me ; yet it is my fixed 
“ opinion, that nothing can be so fatal to 
“ us, a.s that any distrust or jealousy should 
“ arise between me and rny people, which 
“.Imustbwn would have, bet n very un« 
•' expected, after what. 1 have undertaken, 
“ ventured, and acted for the restoring 
" and securing of their liberties. I have 
“thus plainly told you the‘only reason 
“ which has induced me to pass this Bill: 
“ and now I think myself obliged, in dis- 
charge of the tnist reposed in me, and 
“ for my own justification, that no ill con- 
“ sequences may lie at my door, to tell 
“ you ^as jilairily my judgment, ih^ the 
nation is left too much exposed. It is 
“ therefore "inoiimbeni on you to take this 
“ madt-r into your serious consideration, 
“ and effectualljr to provide such a strength 
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** m ii tieceRsarjr for the safety of the 
** kingdom, and the preservation of the 

«* peace which God hath given us.”- 

The Commons, wfio were much pleased 
with this conduct of the king, immediately 
voted him a most grateful and atfoctionate 
answer, assuring him ol their readiness to 
do, upon all occa-sions, whatever might be 
expressive of their tender regard for his 

happiness.-The king, thinking, appa- 

rently, that he had got them in a melting 
mood, sent them a Message, which he 
wrote in his own hand, in the following 
words: — »■■■“ William R. His Majesty 
“ is pleased to let the House know, that 
“ the necessary pi'epar^tions are made for 
“ transporting the Guards who came tvith 
•• him into England; and that he intends to 
" send them away iminediately, unless, 
*' out of eonsiderution to him, the house be dis> 
“ posed to find a way for continuing them 
" longer in his service, which his Majesty 

." woiUd take very kindly.” -liut the 

House were not^o be won by any arts. 
They persistedjlli their resolution to get 
the Dutch Troops out of the kingdom ; and, 
accordingly, they answ'ered the king in 
the following w'ords Most gracious 

'* Sovereign, We your Majesty's mo.st du- 
“ tiful ami loyal subjects, ttte Commons in 
" this present parliament asseiuhled, do, 
with unfeigned zeal to your Majesty’.s 
person and government, (which God 
“ long- preserve) most humbly represent 
'* to your Majesty, That the passing the 
*' late Act for disbanding the Army, gave 
" great satisfaction to your subjects; and 
the readiness your jVlajesty has ex- 
" pressed by your message, to comply 
with the punctual execution4heieof, w ill 
" prevent all occasions ofdistrust or jea- 
" lousy between your Majesty and your 
** people.—It is, Sir, to your loyal Com- 
" mons an * unspeakable grief, that your 
" Msyesty should be advised to propose 
" any thing in your Message^ to which 
" they cannot consent, with due regard to 
*' that Constitution your Majesty came 
" over tp restore, and have so often ex- 
“ posed your royal person to preserve, 
and did in your gracious Declaration 
‘‘.promise, that all those foreign forces 
which came over Vith you, should be 
“ sent back.—In duty therefore to your 
" Majesty, and to discharge^the trust re« 
*‘ posed in us, we crave leave to (jiy before 
" you that nothing conduceth more to tli% 
‘‘ happiness and welfareVuftbis kingtJom, 
‘‘ than an entire confidence between your 
** Majesty and your people,' which can no 
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w«y^^ be io firmly estabiyied, as by 
.<a^0mng your sacred person tidth your own 
“ ssi^tcis, who have so emineiuly signa- 
" lized themselves on all occasions,during 
“ the late long and expensive w ar.” 
Great endeavours were made to gi t rid 
of this Addre8.s. The courtiers miisterod 
all their force on this occasion ; a mfUion 
was made for (May as to taking the Mes¬ 
sage into consideration ; and, being de¬ 
feated in this, they moved for avii eom- 
miirnent of the Address ; but, they were 
still defeated, by a majority of 19 voices, 
life Yeas being 156, tbe Noes 17.5. Thus, 
says the Historian Ralph, " the Commoas, 
“ with a firmness never to^ be enough 
“ praised, or too often imitated, shut tlieir 
" ears against the voice of tj^ charmer, 

“ and resolved to adhere to tlif Act, wiili- 
“ out giving way to the least qualifica- 
“ tion: in tloing which,‘though they ren- 
" dered themselves obnoxious to the King’s 
“ displeasure, they did him a far more 
“ essential piece of service, than if they 
« had gratified liim in his request: for the 
" undue preference given oij many occa- 
" sions to this body of Dutch Janizaries, 

; " (at the expence of the Scots Guards in 
" partitular) had blunted the zeal of his na- 
“ tional troops, and almost dtprived him of 
" the hearts of his people; besides, in re- 
“ maining thus inliexiiile, they i)reservetl 
" their own consisicncy ; they counte- 
“ nanced the proceedings of former p&r- 
“ liaments, who could not bo induced to 
“ give their consent, That liitir own na- 
'* tive kings sliould have Gaaids of their 
“ own native subjects: »!nrJ, titey shut the 
“ door for ever, as they thought, against the 

“ like shaiiicful innovation.”-- What 

would those men have said, if one of 
the Dutch Officers, who came over with the 
kinQ, had attacked the member of parlia- 
oient W'fto moved the Addres-s just quoted ; 
an^ had had the ipipiuk'iice to describe 
it ns faUe and malicious? The king in 
those days, ihougif he had actually come 
over at the invitation of the nation and 
had fought for its deliverance frtytt tyran¬ 
ny, did not dare talk in a style half so 
bold as this Officer effi the King’s German 
Legion; nor do' I believe that tbe Times 
new's-paper wdhld have ,dared to publish 
such an attack upon Sir Francis Biirdctt, 
if it had not come uin^ the name of a 
German! Good God^r to what kre we 
come at last!-At all times our Ances¬ 

tors have lK?en jealous of the introduction, 
aJid even of the employuient of foreign 
troops, and more^specially of Hanoverian 
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troops, and for reasons which, in as well 
as out ef parliament, they boldly gave, 
not being* at all afraid of the “ officers of 

« the King’s German Legion.”-1 will 

notice one cw two particular instances. In 
the wap of 1743, there were 1(5,000 HanO' 
Tcrians in the pay of England upon the 
continent. These troops were a constant 
eye-sore to the nation anJ the parliament; 
several motions were made to get rid of 
them, &nd parlirularly one kt the House 
of Lords on the 0th of December 1743. 
The motion, which was made by the th|n 
Lord Sandwich, was lost after a long de¬ 
bate ; but a protest was entered against 
the decision-by Twenty-Yive Peers, who 
concluded their protest in these wor'ds: 

Becauser*<Ji»at, as our votes “liave, we 
“ hope, pi<Jvcd to the present age, 6iir 
names, in the books, may transmit us to 
*' posterity Mnghshvien.” The question, 
under another form, was revived on the 
17th of .January 1744, and adjourned to 
tile 31st, when it was decided in the ne¬ 
gative S(5 to 46.-This German ac¬ 

cuses the Honourable Baronet, a member 
of parliament in whom the people have so 
much confidence ; he reproaches a mem¬ 
ber of the English parliament with hav¬ 
ing spoken in what he calls an illiberal 
and ungenerous manner of the German 
Troops. Let us see, then,what was the 
language which was foraieily*made use 
of in parliament, in speaking of those 
troops. Lord Sandwich sard, that the 
Hanoverian troops were useless and in¬ 
solent : “ I believe,” said he, “ no man 
“ suspected that \he troops of Hanover, 
" the inhabitants of a wretched corner of 
“ the earth, scarcely heard of in Europe, 
“ till its sovereign was raised to the throne 
** of this empire, would have been pre- 
“ ferred, on all occasions,to the natives of 
“ England.” Then hC calls them “ use- 
" less, oontemptibl^e, «anpopalar merema- 
“ lies, who were fattening in plenty and 
ease, while the English troops were 
« OTerwhelmed with hardships.”* Loud 
CHEsTERFitLD Said : “ By dismissing the 
t' Hanoverians no hands will be lost; there 
*' will, indeed, be lessmrar consumed, and 
some images of soldiers ^ill be mis.sed j 
" but all the m«n of action will remain, 
“ and the enemas, whenever they assault 
us, ?vill not p^xeive the diiiSrence in 
*< our, numbers. By dismissing the Hfeno- 
verians, we shall only sweep away the 
refuse of our army, wbiclf encumbers 
o our camp and embarraisses our motions; 
" we shall only send away the caterpillars 
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which devour our victnals*; wi' shall 
'* only drive out the drones'which trouble 
" the quiet of the hive, and eat that honey 
“ which they never made, and-which they 
" dare not defend ; we shall, indeed, l6.se 
" sixteen thou.sand of our number, bat it 
" will always be remembered, that those 
" sixteen thousand ivere natives of Hano~ 
" t’cr.” T hings have greatly changed 
in sixty five years ! Either the Charaetef 
of English troops ha.s greatly fallen, or 
that of the Hanoverian troops has greatly 
risen. It may be the latter; but if Lord 
Chi'sterfield could say this in the Houle 
of Lords, surely Sir Francis Burdett might, 
injhe House of Commons, complain that 
English soldiers w'ere now dressed so as to 
make them look like these same Hano¬ 
verians; he might, surely, do this with¬ 
out being exposed to the attacks of an 
Hanoverian officer! What would Lord 
Chesterfield have said, if some one had 
told him, that the day would-come when 
a meniher of the Elfish parliament 
would, in an English prm, be abused by 
a Hanoverian officer for having, in his 
place in the Hou.se, and in the form of an 
Address to the throne, complained, not 
that Hanoverians werf employed abroad, 
but that many thousandsof them had been 
introduced here, placed upon our military 
establishment, with privileges not enjoyed 
by our troops; that whole districts of 
England and large portions of the English 
army bad been put under the command of 
Hanoverian officers; and that some of our 
own countrymen had been compelled to 
assume their garb: wffiat would Lord 
Chesterfield have said, if he had been 
told, that die day wxuld come, when an 
English Gentleman, a member of parlia¬ 
ment, would, for daring to do thi.s, be 
openly attacked and abused in print by an 
" Officer of the King’s Germdn Legion ?” 
Lonn Sandwich talked much of the »njo- 
lente of the Hatiovcriana in those days; 
what, then, would he have said to inso¬ 
lence like this ? How we are Changed ! 
Well might Sir Francis say, .thtu this no 
longer appeared to be the same country , or 
the s’ame peoplethat all our notions, and 
all about ns and every thing belonging to 
us' appeared to be ctiangeil,-Jn the de¬ 

bate before mentioned, LokdHalifax said : 
“ I cannot Ijpt thiifk that prudence might 
*' suggert many methods of augmentittion 
“ more eligible J;ban the hire of HaiVd- 
•' verians, to wlfbm'itis, in my opinibn, an 
“ unanswerable objection, that tfcty afe 
“ Hmcretriam, that they haVe the «JMe 





« wveteign iwitfe oarseivea, but that bis 
*' power over tiem is boundless, and bis 
'f authority in England limited by law." 
-” It is necessary," said he, in ano¬ 
ther part of bis speech, “ to dismiss the 
" Hanoverians, because it is inihe highest 
•f degree necessary to maintain the honour 
*' ot England, and to secure our troops 
from contumelies and insults, such as 
they have suii^red from those detestable 
mercenaries. It is necessary to dismiss 
“ them, because it is necessary to pre- 
“ serve our troops from being contami- 
“ nated with servility by being loo long 
“ associated with slaves, and from being 
“ tainted with cowardice by seeing what 
" was never known to an English soldier 
" before, that cowardice is honoured and 

“ rewarded,"-What would Lord Ha* 

lilkv have said, if he had been told, that 
the day would come, when an Engjish 
Gentleman, a member of parliament, 
would be openly abused in print, in. 
London, by a Hanoverian Officer, because 
he had in hisj)^ce in the House c.k- 
pressed his disapprobation of compelling 
English soldiers to assume the Hanoverian 
garb? What would Lord Halifax have 
said to this ?——Lord Halifax concluded 
his speech in these words: —■—“ Thus, 
" my Lords, it appears that it is not ne- 
« cessary to retain the troops of Hanover, 
'< because we may carry on our designs 
" witii the forces which will remain after 
“ they' are dischar^ged, or may increase 
" tlwm if an augmentation should appear 
" necessary, either with the troops now 
unnecessarily kept up ht this kingdom, 
•* or with other mercenaries which are to 
" be hired at a lower price /rom other 
" princes; and it has been proved that it 
“ 18 necessary to dismiss them, because 
“ they are hated, and hated deservedly, 
" by the whole body of the English na- 
“ tion. They are liateil for their in- 
«solence, and despised for their c(^w- 
“ ardice; they are considered as the 
•* minions of their master; as favourite 
" slaves,^who engross his ear, who flatter 
“ bis passions, and possess bis affections; 
" who must be driven from his presence 
" before freemen can be well received, 
•' and before honest counsels can be im- 
** partially heard. They must be dis- 
•* missed because they have been found 
' *' insolent in their inarch, an8 cowards in 
*' the battle, tyrants in their quarters^ 
" and traitors in the field ; lhey mu^ be 
“ dismissed from an English army, be- 
cause^they arc slaves aud‘usurpers, and 


“ natives of IJanov|r.*'——*Tbis-was the 
way ;hi which the noblemen of England 
/orffier/y lalked of Hanoverian tryops; but 
now, because a member of parliameqt 
ventures to express his disapprobation of 
the employing.of many thousands of those 
troops in the heart of England ; because 
he disapproves of putting whole districts 
of England and large portions of the Eng. 
lish army under the command of Hano¬ 
verian officers; because he disapproves of 
English soldiers being compelled to as¬ 
sume a German garb ; he is vilified in an 
English print, in the metropolis of Eng¬ 
land, he is accused of false assertion aijd 
base motive ; aaid that, too, by one who 
wrhes under the name of d Hanoverian 
officer! —j-But, it is not only to speeches 
in .parliament, but also to Aetf of parlia¬ 
ment, that we may refer upon this sub¬ 
ject. When it became probable, that the 
family of Brunswick ft ould succeed to the 
throne of this kingdom, great care was 
taken to provide against the introduction 
and influence of Hanoverians ; and it was 
provided, in the Act called ific Act qf 
Settlement (12 William 3,)' that from and 
after the time, that any prince of that 
family'should ascend the throne, “ no 
“ person, born out of the kingdoms of 
“ England, Ireland, and Scotland, or domi- 
" nions thereunto belonging, although he he 
" naturalised or made a denizen, except 
“ such as are born of English parents, should 
“ be capable to enjoy any office, »r place qf 
“ trust, civiPor military —And, after- 
w'ards, in the 2d George I. chap. 4, when 
it. appears to have b^en apprehended, 
that some attempts would be made to elude 
the provisions of the Act of Settlement, it 
was enacted, that every Naturalization Ml 
brought in for the future, should contain 
a clause, expressly declaring, that the per¬ 
son so naturalized should not thereby be 
enabled t© hold any office or place (if trust, 
civil or military ; and bhat no bill of natu¬ 
ralization should Hie received, unless it 
contaiiied such a clause.——This not only 
was, but it yet is, the law of England j and 
because a member of parliamenE, in his 
place in the House, complains, that whole 
districts of Englqnd and large portions qf the 
English army heafeheen pit# under the command 
(f German Officers, is he to be abused in 
print, and charged motives, and 

that, too, by a Hartov^han Officer t Little 
was it expected by those who passed 
these lawi,' that their grand-phildren 
would see the day, when a mem¬ 
ber of parliament would be abused in 
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print a HanoVetiaD Officer for merely 
stating in an Address to the throne a fact 
which he'regarded as incompatible with 
the provisions of these great constitutional 
Acts. But* indeed, little did they imagine 
that their grand-children would see many 
of the things which they are doomed to 

witness.-We will now return again to 

the letter of this Hanoverian.-It was 

his duly, he said, to nfvie the statenr»ents 
of Sir ^Francis Burdett. H<i has not re¬ 
futed any part of them. This I have al¬ 
ready shown; for, all that he makes even 
an aUtmpt to deny, is, that he a^td fns 
c&mrades are tnercenaries} and, not only 
from the nature of theil* employ itself, 
but from the uniform language of par¬ 
liament, lii^y clearly are mrcenurict. 
They have, always, when in the pay of 
England, been so called; they were so 
called in the waT o[ 1743; they were »o 
called in the war of IT.'jh; they were so 
called, when at ths beginning of this un¬ 
fortunate reign, they were sent to (.Gibraltar 
anil Minorca; and, why, indeed, should 
they not be so-called as well as the troops 
that w ere hired of the Duke of Brunswick, 
the Trince of Hesse, and other German 
Princes, to be sent against the Americans.'’ 
They were all upon the same footing; 
they were all paid by lingland ; and they 
all fought, or were intended to fight, for 
England. Those belonging to the duke 
of Brunswick and the Prince of He.sse 
Were paid for, if killed, at so ,viuch a head, 
and three teounded men were counted ns one 
dead otic. What, the treaty was with the 
Elector of Hanover I do not know; but, 
this 1 know very well, that the troops were 
paid by England ; I know that the people 
of England were taxed to pay them ; and, 
of course, they came Under the descrip¬ 
tion of wtfjcc-wtcs. The ears of lhis Ha¬ 
noverian Officer are grown very dolicatt 
fill at once. What have such troops «vcr 
been called bat niercfnaries ? li is the 
appellation by which they have always 
been distinguished fromnanona/ trbops and 
auxiliaries; neither of which they are. 
Mercenaries are those who fight for a fo¬ 
reign country for hire; and this is what the 
Hanoverians,fighting for;u|. or paid by us, 
have, at all tim«s, been cmled. And, be¬ 
cause this Harmverian’s ears are bexome 
delicate; becal^ he is pufl'ed* up, and 
has pampered himself with the notihn of 
being an English subject, is be, openly in 
print, to abu.se a member ofthe Englisli 
parliament,, lor making use of the word 
mercenary, as applied to die corps to which 


he belongs ? He asks, whethef he and his 
comrades ought to be suspected of merce^ 
nary motives in fighting for their much 
loved and lawful sovereign; 'The answer 
to this is, that they do not refuse to be paid 
out of the taxes raised upon the people of 
England; and that it is that makes the 
term mercenaries applicable to them now as 
well as formerly. They are not our 
countrymen any more than we are their 
countrymen. If out of the army, they 
would enjoy no rights here that FVeiich- 
inen do not enjoy ; and, as to the pecu¬ 
liar situation of their country at this time, 
that does not at all alter the case. Their 
copntry has heciv conquered by Buona¬ 
parte, and has, I believe, been annexed to 
a new kingdom that he has formed, and at 
the head of which he has placed his brother 
.lerome, under the title of King of West- 
pha4ia. Hanover may possibly be restored 
at a peace. If that should be the case, the 
Hanoverians in our service wH! have their 
own country to go to ^but, at any rate, 
they can never belong tUfe/iis country, un¬ 
less they he naturalized by act of parlia¬ 
ment, which they have not yet been.-- 

A curious que.slioii might arise out of a 
diflerent arrangement at a peace ; for, if 
Hanover be ceded to the King of West- 
phali-a, will not these Hanoverians become 
hissubjtcts,'A.nA may he not summon them 
to leave all other services, as W'e do at the 
begiiuiing of a war ? But, suppose tjiis not 
to happen, another cil cumstance must be 
supposed to have great weight, and that is, 
that whatever properly of an immoveable 
nature, any of,.these Hanoverians may 
possess, must be in Hanover; so that, if 
they be inft men wholly destitute of real 
property, rhey must of necessity relurii 
thither, or lose what they have, and even 

lose their inheritances.-Are not these 

reasons to have weight with* an English 
gentleman, and yet, is he to be abused, 
beeausc he, in his place in the House of 
Commons, expre sses his‘di.sapprobation of 
putting whole districts of England and 
large port ions of the linglish^riuy under 
the command of German Officers ? Lords 
H 41 ir.AN and CHESTERriEtw, in the debate 
above (juoted from, talked much of the in¬ 
solence cf the HanoVeriaiis in their time ; 
what, then, would they have said to the 

insolence ol'^rAw Hanoverian?--1 have 

said, thiit this insolent assailant has not 
•made good any part of his prumi.se ; that 
he t*a.s not refutea afty particle of the pro¬ 
positions of Sy- Francis Burdett. But, we 
will nut leave the matter there; we will 
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see, fuC cHiriei^ji wbeiher tbe IrieiKl of 
Engtand, tile friend of oor freedom, has, 
opon this occasion, not rendered himself 
worthy of the charges oifalsehood and ma¬ 
lice so impudently preferred against him ; 
but, whether he has, in the heat of his 
zeal for the country, been betraved into 
any exaggeration of statement. Let us take 
the four propositions one by one, and see 
whether they be borne out by undeniable 
facts, 

I. That many i/wusaruls of German and 
other foreijrn mercenaries /utve beat introduced^ 
and placed upon our military establishment. 

That tliis IS a fact any one may satisfy 
himself by looking into ,lhe Army List, 
published by aulhurity; but every one 
has not at hand the exact numbers of these 
troops. I have, or, at least, 1 know what 
numbers we pay for, and that is the inatc- 

l ial point.-i'lie Germans are called tjje 

Kinfs German Leifion, and the Duke of 
Brunswick Gels' Corps. --The other fo¬ 

reign mercenarieswne the Corps of Meu- 
lon. Roll, Dillthj^ WaUeville, Ramsay, 
Cambell, Lowe, and Ferguson. The whole 
amount of the numbers on the 24tb of 
December 1810, w'as 24,Q89. No con¬ 
temptible army ! It has in it, too, horse, 
foot, artillery, and enginea's, and a staff of 
its own; or, at least, the German Legion 

ha.s.-Is it not true, then, that many 

thousands of German and other foreign 
mercen^'ies have been iturocluced and 
placed upon our military establishment!' 
And, how is the charge of fulshood ap¬ 
plicable to this proposition r-Let us see 

how this force has been giving on increas¬ 
ing, leaving out the corps of Meiiron, &c. 
which have been always employed out of 
the kingdom, and confining our.selves to 
the Hanoverians and Brunstoickers. 

The.se arn.ouatcd in ISO Ho .5(5l)S 

In May 1S10 to 1‘JhlK) 

InDcceniber 1SIO to 

• 

And, it is probable that the ntimbar i.s now 
much larger. We tiear of great diiiictil- 
ties in kgcppig up our own leginionis; 
but, it appears, there is no such difficulty 
with regard to ilicse troops. 'Fhty incte^e- 
in numbers in spite of all the waste of war, 
and all those hazardou#services, of which 
this Hanoverian is pleased to talk. I have 
the Army tslimaies, the ollic^l accounts, 
before me. 1 am not making gue^cs ; iiui 
stating facts whicli no man can disprove.—, 
—The expence of maintaitfing the Gertiian 
and other foreign inercenanes, for ihe year 
lSlO,was 17 k. 'iVithiaa very 


little of n mittionof pounds sterling, besides 
the expence of Barracks and the loss sintain- 
ed by publkans in lodging the men jii quar> 
ters and on the march.——It costs, then, 
to maintain this description of troops ,£.31 
12 6 8 man, per year, one with another; » 
because that which is allowed in the way 
of pensions to their widows, &c. &c. is alt 
so much money tliat we pay for the use of 

the men.— -And thus 1 dismiss the first 

proposition. , 

2 . That lliCse troops have privileges not 
possessed by the troops of our own country. 

It is well known, that the most dis* 
agreeable and mi»st perilous service thaf; 
we have is that uttlie West Indies, wbiiber 
none, of those foreign troops ‘have been 
sent; and,^we also know, that Roman Ca¬ 
tholic officers in these corps ar^tf^exerapied 
from the taking of oaths, exacted from 
Roman Catholics of our own country, be¬ 
fore they can fill thef rank, to which fo¬ 
reign officers may be promoted. These 
are great favours. The latter was men¬ 
tioned by Lord Grenville in a debate upon 
the subject of Catholic claims. Here is 
clearly one w'dl knownprinVege at any rate, 
which our own troops do not enjoy. A 
German* Catholic soldier may be raised 
from the ranks to become a General in our 
army; but one of our own countrymen, 
who happens to be a Catholic, cannot. 

-Sirl'raocis Burdelt's German assailant 

did not think proper >o notice this part af 
the Address; or, 1 dare say, he could liave 
given some ^ery satisfactory reason, w liv' 
a German Catholic might be with safety 
trusted further than an ^glish or an Irish 
Catholic. 

3. That whole districts of England and 
large portions of the English army have been 
put under the command qf 'German OJicei s. 

There are in the Hanoverian and Brans- 
vVick Corps about 1500 Officer.s, amongst 
whom are; 'a.s nearbyr a.s i can make out 
from the Anny List, 4 Lieutenant Ge¬ 
nerals, 4 Major Gerterals, and 19 Colonels, 
many of w hom with the rank of Brigadier 
Generals. Tiit-se lake command all through 
our army according to seniority oV rank ; 
and, of course, it often falls to the lot of 
English Officers.as well as soldiers to he 
commanded by Tjtrnian (^flictrs. But, to 
the particular point. Major General Baron 
Linsingcn4\»A the comman'd of the whole 
Eastern District in the-sumuier of 1809, 
and he reviewed the troops in the DisUict 
at a grand review, where there weivi eves 

several Militia regiments.-1 do iioi 

know whether he* command* thaiDistiict 
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no^. If not, mA if be be there, he otaat 
still have several £%li«h Major Generals 

and Bl-jjgadier Generals under him- 

Brigadier General Barm Rotienburgh had 
two English Brigadier Generals under him 
•in the KeiU District in 1810. And Briga¬ 
dier General Baron Alien was, in the same 
year, on the Sro/f of the Sussex District, 
and, of course, commaiHled a part of the 
troops in that District.--—Did Sir Francis 
Burd^tt advance a faIshooj|, then ? And 
can the English reader hear with patience 
such an accusation made against a member 
of parliament, and such a member of Par¬ 
liament too ? Is he to be accused of false¬ 
hood and malice because he thought it his 
duty to mehtion these things, in his place 
in parliament and in an address to the 
throne ? What was the offence for w.hich 
Mr. Gale Jones so severely suffered, com¬ 
pared to this impudent attack, made on 
JSir Francis Burdette by a man, who, as if 
entitled to peculiar privilege, signs himself 
" an Officer of the King’s German Legion f 

4. That our native soldiers have, in 
many inslanaes, been coiupelled to assu/ve a 
German Garb'. 

That the Fnglith soldiers have been 
dressed and whiskered after the manner of 
the Germans wfe all know ; or, at least, all 
of us who ar* not blind ; and, Sir Francis 
concluded, oi couite, ihat this was in con¬ 
sequence of or//(/'A BO to do ;• because he 
well knew, that every change of this sort 
must arise from seine order of superiors in 
command.—VVijai may hbve been the 
real motive of this I do not pretend to say ; 
but, the fact is^ undeniable; it is a fact 
that we have all been eye-witnesses of; 
and, at present, 1 have nothing to do but 
with the fact——How, then, 1 agairr ask, 
has our worthy countryman, our true Eng¬ 
lishman, deserved this abuse at the hands 
of this German ; how. has he iherited tfee 
charge^ of aller'ingfa^ihoods resi)ecting the 
German Ijegitm ? • 

Having dismissed “these proposiiions, 
having prowd iliat what the Geranan has 
asserted is false by proving that the asser¬ 
tions of Sir i raucis Bardctt were true, 1 
‘fliail ROW proceed to remark on some 
other of the paisagea in the Gertnau^s 
letter.——He. mils us tlial the greater part 
of his comrade Hanoverians are in Portugal 
and Sicily. HI says nothing of the Brms- 
tuickers } as if Sir Francis mentioned only 
the Gemmi Legion. The Honourable Baro-^ 
net did not make any distinction. His de¬ 
scription was: “ German and other foreign 
'* mercenaries*"—--—iiop did he say any 


tfidng tbput dictpresi^t dufribuiioti of any 
of these corps. This impadant assailant 
pretends that Sir Francis spoke of (1 m 
G erman Legion as being scfUtertd all over 
the country. He said no such thing about 
them, and this is a poor miserable attempt 
to misrepresent bis words. He knew very 
welli that some of the Germans and other 
mercenaries were in the Peninsula and 
Sicily ; but, he did not, doubtless, see any 
peculiar merit in that, knowing, as he did, 
that every native regular soldier that can 
•be raised, and tha‘t the government thinks 
proper to spare, is sent to those countries. 
He could, doubtless, see no peculiar merit 
in these Get mans going to take some share 
(Jf the dangers, to which so many thou¬ 
sands of our own countrymen are exposed. 
And, he knew well, that, when our own 
army, from whatever cause, should return 
home, the Germans would return along with 
them. -What, then, is there in this cir¬ 

cumstance whereon to found a charge .of 
falskood and malice agaimt Sir Francis Bur- 
dett ? This German see^E; to think it a great 
favour that his comrades are doing us in 
going out of Engiaiid at all! He hirn.seif is 
not gone to Iknuigal or Sicily at any rate j 
nor do I believe lys fitaieinent as to the 
proportion now out of the kingdom ; for, 
it by no means tallies with the ollicial ac¬ 
count of the Expenditures of the Stuf'of 
the Foreign troops, the greater part of 
which cxpendituic for the yeatiSILU 
represented as being at home. 

Expences of the General 
and staff Officers and 
Officef's of hospitals 
of Foweign Corps in 
Great Britain and Ire¬ 
land ...^.13,070 15 8 

Do. on foreign stations... 6,378 7 6 

So that, if so many of the troops be really 
gpne abroad, it would appear from this 
account, laid before Parliament in De¬ 
cember 1810 (us an estimate for 1811), 
that they have left the greater part of their 
commmders behind them ; a fart not to be 
credited without exciting a strong desire 

to be informed of the cause. -1 now 

come to a part eff the German's letter, 
which has, I must confess, roused in me 
no small degree of indignation. 1 allude 
to that assertion of his, that HAMOVER 

HAS 5h,ways fought the BAT- 

Tj^ES OF ENGLAND since the House 
of Flaiiover has been upon the English 
throne, than' which any thing moi‘« im- 
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ptidehtly ftthte tv more tatr«g«oualy ins 0 > 
lent hM seMom been nttered eten in our 
0 WII vtna] prints. There is something in 
it'so base and so insulting to the people of 
England, that 1 wonder how it could be 
received and published even by the pro¬ 
prietor of the Times news-paper_ 

When, upon what occasion, did Hanover 
fight the battles of England f Was it in the 
war of 1743, when the conduct of the Ha¬ 
noverian troops was described, as above 
quoted, by Lords baqdwicb, Halifax, 
Chesterfield and others ? And when those, ’ 
who opposed the vote for dismissing them, 
did riot attempt to justify their conduct i 
Was it then that they foyght the battles 
of England? Was it in the war of 1756,’ 
when tlie Speaker of the House of Com¬ 
mons, in presenting the money bills to the 
king, besought him to get rid of his Ger¬ 
man troops ? Was it in the American war, 
when the Hanoverians were sent to Gi¬ 
braltar and Minorca ? For my part, I re¬ 
collect not one instance of their 

having performcd'Jtny brilliant exploit. 
But, if they had, were they not paid for 
it out of taxes raised upon the people of 
England ? is it in the present war of I H 
years duration that they have fought our 
battles ? Did Hanover fight the battles of 
England in 1795, when the Elector acced¬ 
ed to the peace which Prussia had made 
with France, while the king qf England 
’ kept on lb« war ?-On the 80th of Sep¬ 

tember in that year rtie Elector of Hano¬ 
ver published an Edict declaring that he 
acquiesced in.the treaty of peace made be¬ 
tween his Prussian Majesty and France, 
and strictly enjoining on all his subjects 
and magisiiates in Hanover, to^'orce out 
of his territories all French emigrants and 
their corps, and not on any account to fa¬ 
vour or protect them, and not to suller 
any transports’of recruits for the same to 
enter or pass through Hanover; but, on 
the contrary to stop, or order ba*ck, iak« 
tip, and remove from the territory of Ha¬ 
nover, or deliver to the next garrison <br 
their r«m(V?al, beyond the frontiers, anjJ, 
incase of need, to request the assistance 
of the military for that purpose. ITti^ 
Edict tvns issued on the 30th of Septeoi- 
her by the Elector of Hanover; and, on 
the '29lh of October in the same year, the 
king of England informed tha parliament, 
ttiat he was making the most vigorous ex- 
triioiu for carrying on the tear, arid that he 
had formed alliances with ftussia aad 
AueU'ia for that purpose.-**" ^ <*» thru the 


time wh^ fiariover -wpa fighting tlft bdMk 
of England f Were the Hanoveriaqs nor 
fellow subjects then f If we had aU been 
subjects of the same savereignt how came 
we to continue the war, while they Were 
at peace ? Nay, I well remember, that, ' 
w'hen this pacific conduct of the Elector 
of Hanover was, in the House of Com¬ 
mons, contrasted with the warlike resolu¬ 
tion of the King of England, Mr. Pitt and 
his foliower.s insisted, that there were two 
distinct sovereignties, though they were ex¬ 
ercised by the same person ; which, in¬ 
deed, was fully acknowledged by the other 
side ; but, then they contended, that the • 
Elector had wiser counsellors than tkeking. 

-But, at last, Hanover had to fight her 

own battleji. She was, at last, really 
called upon to fight in her defeiiy. And, 
how did .she then act? 1 have never heard 
of any battles that she fougl/t. I am aware, 
that it will be said, a’nd, 1 think, with 
truth, that she would, at last, have been 
subdued ; but this was nut certain. Men 
never know what they can do till they 
try. -The history of ihefali.of the Elec¬ 

torate of Hanover is very little known, 
and for a very good reason ; it did not 
make tntfeh more noise in the world than 
the capture of a corporal’s guard.—— 
Since, however, publications, under the 
name of a Hanoverian olikcr, are made, 
nosing ns htre at our s ery doors, bragg¬ 
ing of Hanover having fought our battles; 
and abusing out member of pariiarrient for 
insistiug that we arc able to defend our¬ 
selves without the aid of 1 JamjvtTian.s; 
since publications of this»soil are circu¬ 
lating through our vcnfil press, it will not 
be aini.ss to give some littie account of the 
fall of li.mover; of that “ unfortunate 
“ catastrophe,’* at which this Hanoverian 
just glances, but, upon which he has too 
mach modesty to enlarge—This history, 
then,, is as‘follows. ,Bi.tunapail6, at the 
breaking oil* of the negofialiou with Eng¬ 
land, in May, I»o5, resolved upbn the 
seizure 4f the Electorate of Hanover; 
and, accordingly, Marshal Mortier, with 
an army of Frenchmen and Italians 
amounting to about i9,0U0, under bis com¬ 
mand, who had taken up his quarters at 
Coeverden, summoned tlits. Electorate to 
surrender about the 25th qf (hat monih. 
This was loudly cried out against as an 
unprovoked aggression, seeing that Hanover 
^as wholly irnkpendent of Ettgland ; but, 
the FirstContol was, at that time, too much 

of a novice in the circle of palenialoa to 
0 
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f>e able to enter intq^lbeaenice distinctions; 
he do^s not appear to have been able to 
discriatinaie ^tween the diflerent capa- 
cities of the. same sovereign person; or, 
rather, let us say, that it suued his purpose 
to seize upon the lilectorate ; and that was 
quite enough, provided he had the power ; 
though it must be observed, in passing, 
that, if he had no right so lo do, the Han- 
overiaiuhas no right (o set up^^retensions 
to a subject of the Kinfi of Jingland ; for, 
if he is a subject of the King of Kngland, 
Buonaparte had a right to seize Haimver, 
he being at war with the King of En^and. 

. — ■ — Marshal Moriier had to oppose him 
the Hanoverian arniy« animated by the 
presence of the Duke of Cambridge, a«on of 
their much loved sovereign, \}hich son is 
now ilte^'olonel in chief of the German 
Le.gion, Buonaparte, who is, according 
to the custom lof the French republicans, 
always very communicative of his future 
designs, told Lord Whitworth that he would 
lay hold of Hanover in the event of a war; 
and, Mr. Addington appears to have 
thought it quite sulhcieni to send over the 
Duke of Cambridge to its defence. His 
Royal Highness, upon his arrival, issued 
proclamations, renrinding the Httnoverians 
of their duty, calling upon them to defend 
their native country to the last drop of their 
blood, and pledging himself most decidedly 
to shed his last drop along wii h i bein, if ne- 

•cessary.-Well, what was the ellect of 

these proclamations r Not a Hanoverian 
rose! Moriier issued Aw * proclamations 
too; he told the people, that " he had 
“ heard of prqplamatioas dictated by the 
" blindest fury and, in sliort. he .seemed 
to treat the notion of oppusilion to him 
with conlenipi.——He soon after this 
began his inarcli, and, in a few days put 
an end to all dis|>ute$ about the possession 
of Hanover, ‘riie particulars \ii the can- 
quest, though curioq,s in the highest degree, 
1 should abstain from staling ; ibe veil that 
I drew over them atMie time I should still 
wts^o let remain ; but, when I am told, 
is Hanover which has fought the 
baftlies (if England; when 1 see a publica¬ 
tion that, amongst other things, insinuates 
broadly, that England is iioi able to de¬ 
fend herself; when I ^ee a publication, 
ander the name of a Hanoverian officer, 
abusing the. 6cst friend of the people'of 
England, because he disapproves of Eng¬ 
lish soldiers being dressed in a Hanov(|- 
rian .garb ; when 1 see my country thus 
insulted by a man who wiites unt^er the 


najiit of a Hanoverian officer, 1 feel that 
it ffi niy doty to stand up in its defence, 
and to show how the Hanoverians acted in 
defence of their own country, in ordSr 
that we may judge, whether we ought to 
look up to them for an example .—— 
Marshal Mortier had under him about 
iy*000 men, French and Italians. It has 
been generally imagined, that Hanover 
was totally destitute of military defence ; 
but, where was the army then ? Where, 

1 ask, was that army, wbicit w'e had 
so often paid.^* Where was that army 

which is wow in our service ?- But* 

Hanover had an army at the time we 
are speaking of. The peace establisk- 
‘vtent of the electorate was 16,0(K) men; 
and, only in the year ]7y3, it was able 
to send about 15,000 men to join the 
allied army in Brabant, to assisij in the 
\yar against the republicans of France. 

-Thus, then, the Electorate" had, in an 

embodied army, and in men who had ac¬ 
tually served as solrEprs, not less than 
30,000 men able tol^ike the field. It 
could not possibly have less, be.sides the 
populatioji of the country, consisting in 
part, at least, of men it^ those situations of 
life out of w hich our Volunteer Corps are 

drawn.-Nor were the Hanoverians 

taken unprepared; for, in the beginning qf 
the month of Ajrril, the King, as Filecior, 
apprized the Regency ol the danger, or¬ 
dering them at the same lime to make all' 
possible exertions for the defence of the 
country against the expected assailants. 
—-—Now, then, what was done ? Marshal 
Mortier advanced; and, on the 30th of 
June hd entered the forbidden territory of 
that country, which we are now told, 
has always/ougAr the battles of England 
since the .Elector has been upon the 
English throne. He had before sum¬ 
moned the Regency to surrender the coun¬ 
try to him, which they answered by mak¬ 
ing preparations for defence; they raised 
new levies, and they called upon the peo- 
plf to arm in defence of their country.—— 
The Regency,when they saw Moriier near 
Riband, sent a deputation to him to reinon- 
^sttate, to insist, that the Electorate ought 
to be regarded as neutral, that it was in 
profound peace with France, and that it 
teas connected neitlter by lam not by treatio 
with Great Britain, but was totally distinct 

from her.— -^They did not then talk, as 

this Hanoverian Officer dues, of beingsuA- 
JSfts of the sidhie*sovereign; they did not> 
then, talk (^ fighting the battki of E^lartdi 
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bnt Aver*, ;ftn the contrary, my ready to 
dtsovrn us; to say they had no cooflectjon 
wid) OB; that they had nothing at ai] to do 
with us; and that they ought not to be 
compelled to shed their blood because we 

were at war with France.-Marshal 

Mortier chose not to listen to them, and 
prepared for putting his orders in force. 

-On the 1st of June Marshal Count 

Walmoden, the Cornmander in Chief of 
the Hanoverian army, who had till now 
directed every thing, finding, it was said, 
his presence necessary* at the city ofi 
Hanover, and finding himself in ill henlih, 
gave the command of the troops op to the 
duke of Cnmbridsfe, who was a Lieutenant- 

general in the Hanoverian Service.-The? 

Duke repaired with great zeal, lo Nieu- 
berg, as the head quarters of the Hano¬ 
verian army. On the 12th of June the 
French advanced guard appeared at about 
a mile distance from Nieuberg, and 'a 
sort of resistance being made by the 
Hanoverian advanced post, ONE of the. 
latter was, it wnsy^id, killed, and FIVE 

wounded. -.Just as this took place the 

Duke of Cambridge received a dispatch 
from the Regency, in which they begged 
of him to return immediately. He set out 
accordingly, and, on his way, he met the 
Deputies returning to the French Head 
Quarters. The Duke gave in his resigna¬ 
tion ; and returned to England, leaving 
the Hanpverians to do what they were 
about, dnd abstainiQg from taking any 
part in their conventions or capitulations. 
He departed for England on the I3th of 
June, havin'g had the command in his 
hands ju.si eleven clear fields. --A Con¬ 

vention was soon afterw'ards ^igned at 
Suhlingen; but, having been refused to be 
ratified by the King, as Elector of Hano¬ 
ver, Mortier was proceeding to conquer 
the country by force. then, what 

took place ? A battle ? No such thing<^ 
Not a battle? not a single battle for Haim* 
ver ? No, not so much as the singing/of 
a single whisker in defence of ,the riglts 
of a much loved sovereign and of a native 
country !-i—^’he matter was settled byia 
CAPltULATION ! Yes, a capitulaWCii^ 
.settled the whole affair! The army <ff 
Hanover capitulated without fighting a 
battle! And the following is a copy of 
the Capitulation: the following are the 
terms upon which the counti^ was sur¬ 
rendered. It was concluded and*signed 
Oil the Ever Elbe on the,5>l\ofiJoly. 1803; 
jnst 33 days from the day that the French 


first shewed their faces in the territary 
belonging to the Electorate. . 

CAPITULATION. .* 

" 1. The Hanoverian army shall lay 
“ down its arms. These, with all its artll- 
“ lery, shall be delivered up to the French 

" army.-2. All the horses of the Hano« 

" verian troops of cavalry, and the artillery 
“ horses, shall be delivered to the French 
" army, by a member of the States of 
" Hanover. A corami.ssion shall btf sent 
" from the General in Chief to take tha 

“ st^te and distinctions of those horses.- 

“ 3. The Hauoveiian army shall be dis- 
" solved. The troops shall again pass tha “ 
" Elbe, and retire* every one to his own 
" horrJe. They shall engage on their 
“ honour ii'Jt to !>ear arms against Franca 
" and its allies, without being eachanged 
“ for French soliliers of the same rank, 

" who 1) ive been mjde prisoners by 

" England in the course, of the war.- 

**+. The Hanoverian Generafs and Offi- 
cers shall retire on their honour to tha 
" places which they may respectively 
“ chuse for their residence, but shall not 
“ leave the continent. They shall retain 
“ their sjvords, horses, eliects, and bag- 

“ gage.-5. There shall be delivered, 

" with as little delay as possible, to the 
" French Commander in Chief, a li.st of 
" all the names of the individuals in the 

“ Hanoverian army.-S. The Hano- 

“ verian soldiers, after tbeir return home,* 
" shall wear po uniform -——7. Subsist- 
“ ence shall be allowed to the Ilanoveriao 
“ troops, till the time of their return to 
“ their own place of residence. Forage 
“shall be equally allowed for the horses 

“ of the officers,-^^-S. The iGtli and 17th 

“ articles of the Convention of Suhlingen 
"shall remain applicable to the Haiio- 
" verian agaiy. —— 9. The French troops 
" fhall, consequently, occupy that part of 
" the. Electorate of • Hanover which is 
“ situate in Ltinenbyrg.—•—Done in two 
" copies, on the Elbe, ties fifth day of July, 
“ 1803.-A —(Signed) Ed. Mortier, 

“ Commander in Chief of tfte French Army. 
* “ Marshal Count WAr.MODF.N.’' 

Such were the terms upon whicli the 
Hanoverian Arnny laid down ibeir arms; 
such vvere the terms npob which they 
dqUvcred ^.heir country and the rights of 
their much love?! sovereign into the hands 
of the French; into the bmd.s of thosa 
*who are represented as barbarians.—— 
You see, reader, in this Capitulation, no 
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terms made for the peopUt no provision We see.that th ere, were aboat 4,000 horse- 
made for the qniet enjoyment of their men,whom heuohorsed. But, he afterwards 
Jaws, or property ; no stipulation states the exact number at 3,868; end h# 

in their favour ; no regard paid to them adds that he had 14,000 muskets lOrreit- 
in any way whatever. The ofiicers of the dered at the same time, and 80, pieces of 
armv take/cave of their swords (ihcir cannon. Was not this a tolerable army ? 
swords !j, horses, effects and baggage; and Were here hot the means of making torne 
the soldiers are to receive subsistence from resistance? Would 20,000 EngUidnaen 
the French till they reach their homes; have surrendered their country upon such 
but, not a single word is said about the terms? The very thought makes one*i 
proMrly of the people, who were to pay blood boil! And, yet, shall Sir Francis 
the French and the HanoveriSii army too, Burdett be reproached and abused, be- 
as must have been well known to those • cause he dislikes to sCe any part of the \ 

who made the capitulation_Moctier defence of our country left to Hano- 

, concludes his letter to the First Consul in verians ? Is he to be abused for expressing 
the following words—“lathe middle that dislike in his place in the House of 
“ of the Elbe I made the subjoined capitu- •Commons ? —s But, besides the army, 

“ lalion with marshal Walmodeii. He there were all the people of Hanover. 

“ signed"h W'itli an afflicted heart. . You How came tluy not to stir? We hear 
“ wdl pdreeive by it that his army has nothing at all of them. That they had a 
" laid down their arms, that his cavalry good sovereign we know by experience, 

“ is dismounted, mid surrenders to us near and they had one of fiis Royal sons 
“ 4,000 excellent horses. The soldiers amongst them to animate theif zeal. Yet 
“ returning to their homes are to apply they did not stir. Tliere was no rising 
“ themselves to agriculture, and are not amongst them. NotAif those men with 
“ to suffer anj' obstruction. They will pitchforks and spades ffiat we so often hear 
“no longer be under tlie command of of in some countries. No Guerillas. No 
** England.——Health and profound re- bands. No woodmen such as the Hessians 

“ spect.”-What a picture isdicre ! Is and Brnnswickers met with in America. 

England to fall thus? Will an English And, is this a people Ho be held upas an 
army ever act thus? Why, our very to the people of England ? Is tfaia 

women, nay, onr girls of sixteen, would, a pattern people ? Sir Francis Burdett 
I trust, have died with arms in their hands asked what we had seen in them to make 
/ather than have owed their safety to such them such an example to us; _ what tli«. 

a capitulation.-Here we see that there French had seen ip them to make th« 

were 4,0()0 men mounted on excellent French soldiers more afraid of a German 
horses ! Four thousand men on horseback than of an English garb ; and is he to be 
and with swortls by their sides, dismount abused and vilified for tliestr sentiments* 
and give up their horses to the French Is he to be a^i^ailcd for this, in the most 
without a blow ! Is this an example degradirig terms, and that too by a Hano- 
for us? Is this a pattern army for us? verian Officer, whom he helps to pay? 
And, because an English Gentleman dis- Is he thus to ho pointed out as an object’of 
approves ot the English dress being laid hatred, becau^ he thinks, that Englishmen 
aside for the adoption, in the Engysh are able and willing to dcrend their king and 
of the dress^of these. Hanoverian 'Country, without the aid of any foreigners 

soldiers, *is he t« be abused ; is he' to he vrhalever ?-The tonsequences, to th* 

accused of maliciom motives; is he, be- mople of Hanover, of the conquest by 
C4use, feeling strongly for the honour of Ivortier, Ii^e been represented as dread- 
England, he mentions these things, in his fpl; and, though I am persuaded, that the 
place in parliament, to be openly ahusc(\ picture has been too highly coloured, 
in print, by a writer styling himself is. no doubt but the people had to 

Hanoverian Officer ; and is this abuse to ^ay some heavy contributions,—-One of 
be circulated through the venal prints of the.first steps of. Mortier was to raise a 
London without an answer ? No, not as littnoverinn jLegion, and to press all th* 
long as my hand has strength to trace a carpenters into the French service for tha 

letter upon paper. - Whether the Hapo- purpose of making, bottomed boett. .Ha 

*rerian army had the means of making re- comp'elled the people of the Electofttleto 
aistance will be best gathered from the fyid clotlie*. shoqs, and all sorts of neeee- 
fiiaans that Mortier found in the country. siuries,as well as pay and provisioM for bid 
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aiiny. The dai/jy expettce nf tht Wreacb lish cavalry would have been chopfted 
array aoon became lO.OOOi rix-doHars; from their horses, rather than have qui- 
and he nrade the people pay this, at the etly dismounted and handed them over to 
saraa time, that he made them pay t/ieir Frenchmen for them to mount, rehdy c&* 

mvn army, WHO HAD LAID DOWN pariaoned, and pawing the ground r-- 

THFilR ARMS TO HIM, the sum of Now, the next question is, whether any, 
543,000 rix-dollars! Aye, that very army, and what portion of that Hanoverian 
who had capitulated with him ; who had Army are now in our service. This is a 
given him up their arms, cannon, and question that I am not able now to dis- 
horses; Tind who had made no stipulation cuss with advantage, not having facts 
in favour of tlie people, though they had in my possession; but, it is a question 

bargained for the preservation of the of great importance.-At any rd*te, 1 

officers’ horses,fcfiects,and baggage ! And,, think, this “ Officer of the King’s Germaa 
is Sir Francis Burdett to be abused, because Legion,” will not, if he has occasion to 

be does not relish this example.'-There write upon the same subject again, be 

never, surely,-was any thing like this be- very anxious to iuipress upon the minds* 
fore. History furnishes bo precedent of of his readers', liia't all the officers of his 
such a transaction. Armies have often corps, except cfav. arc JJanoTerinn$ ; for, 
laid down their arms, when quite over- from the hiktory of wh ti passed in Hano- 
powered by numben;; but, to yield with- ver, t'liat circumstance becomes rather un- 
out resistance ; without a battle; witliout likely to inspire us with^any degree of 
any struggle ; to yield upoti the receiving conhdeuce in them, which we should not 
of less violence than a corporal’s guard be disposed to place in other Germans or 
woxild have sustained ; to yield a country any other foreigners. Sir Francis Burdett 
upon the loss of 0’‘£ man killed and FIVE asked, and well he qiight, what the French 
wounded, and their narfre country too ; had seen in Germans that garb should 
and, then, in their capituiaiion, to insert be more likely to ajipnl iIk-ih than the 
not one word in behalf of the people ; of garb of the Englhh .scldicr. What, in- 
their fathers and mothers and bvetliren and deed ! W.bal have they seen in any part 
sisters and wives and children; while of Germany but troops that they nave 
(hear it all EngUnd !) they took care to beaten and nations that they have sub¬ 
stipulate for s'Jmstence for tiumelves, even dued ; and, is this English Gtiitleniaa, 
ufler they laid down their arms, till thej'^ who has so much of his own at stake, and, 
should reach their homes, well-knowiBg, what is still more, a lie.n l so devoted to th^ 
that that subsistence must be paid by the liberty and honour of his l ouniry ; i.s he, 
people whom they had left to their fate ! I say, to lie. reviled, is he to be sr t forth 
They even agreed to abandon their mfhVffry a.s a malicions bar, because he complain*, 
dress; to strip the garb off their backs and that the English garb i.s suppluiiid by 
not to wear it mare; and,'is Sir Francis that of the Gennan; bec’ause he thinks 
burdett to be abused, because he com- and says, that J'.Hgli.'i!i soldiers and the 
plains, in an Address to the throne, that English nation stand in no need of Ger- 
that Englishsohh'cM, have beea man example.^ That example pre.«.cnls t« 
<;ompelled to assume th«t garb ?——I us nothing but defeat and subjugation ; 
itave now given a true account of the and is he t% be vilified, because he rejecU 
transactions in Hanover at the timy,. that example ; because he abhors the idea 

pf its surrender to the French. . I ba^e of sueh a pattern fo? Englishmen ?-- 

particularized names and dates. 1 hay^ There is one more observation, and only 
Ceferred to and inserted documents ytf one, of this " Officer of the King's German 
vnqaestionable authenticity. And I nc|v Legion" tTiat I shall notice : it is this, that 
»sk the English reader, whether m Sir Francis Burdett made use of whht this 
beiieve.Sj that the Hanoveriap arnt^Anan has the impudence to vMfahkoods, 

ought to be held forth as % pattern to ihaf in order tomisle.vd “.the loxver classes" - 

of England; or, 1 ratl^pr ought to ask That is, he accuscj him of having introduc- 
him, whether he does not believe, that cd into an Addre.ss to the throne, false 
such a number of English troops would assertions, jvilh the premeditated purpose 
have suffered themselves to 4>e cut to of deceiving the people, or, at least, those 
morsels rather than have laid dowif their of the people of England, w hom this man 
arms upon such terms ? Wl^eiber he does ^as the modesty to denominate the Lower 
ttot behave, that an equaf nunvher of En|- C/eMe*,——But, where did be ieara tUii 
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conternptaous appellation? Who tangftt home, of late years, been mauXs too fatniliar 
him to speak of an>? part of the |teople of with tbe worth of those tilings not to have 
England in this way ? Who does he mean? a pretty good standard whereby to judge 


Where has he found any part of us, who 
ought to he placed beneath him ? He means, 
perhaps, that great body of the people, 
the mechanics and labourers, out of the 
fruit of whose industry he is paid, and to 
whom, in the day of real need, the King 
and country must look for defence, and 
who will not, I am convinced, see their 
country and their King’s cro"frn given up 
without the loss of more than ONE man 
killed and FIVE wounded. Lower Clqsses, 
indeed! Oat of many millions ofitthem, 
there is not one ; no, not one to he found, 
who would not rather perish than lay 
down his arms and strip the coat oil’ his 
hark and'give up his country fo an enemy. 
Loiver Cthssrs.' Such as that of "the’Prin- 


them ; and, as I said before, except amongst 
those empty fops, who, in a day of trial, 
would be swept away like the chaff before 
• he wind, and who, indeed, would never 
be heard of, we have all a mos* hearty 
contempt for whatever has not intrinsic 
worth. At any rate, whatever may be 
our state, I trust, that there is not a mai| 
of us, that will ever be found base enough 
to acknowledge dhat he is inferior to any 

Hanoverian in existence.-Perhaps, now, 

1 ought to offer some apology to the reader, 
and particularly to Sir Francis Burdett, for 
having said so nvjcb, and taken up so much 
room, in the answering of this German's 
letter. I acknowledge that less might 
have been siiflicient; but, I could not 


“ tor’s Boy of, Limosin,” perhaps; or of | sutler .such a foul attack upon the be.st 


jVIORTIF.k liims«!f, who w'a« a farmer’s 
son ! /- 0 K> as was the class, from whence 

he spr.'ng, the Armv' of Hanover, with all 
its Counts and Barons, did not scruple to 
capitulate with him; to implore his mercy; 
to give up'their country to him ; and to 
receive his consent to retain their effects 
and baggage. They stipulated,with this 
Lower Class n»an for leave to wear their 
swords. Our " Bower Classes” would, I 
trust, wear their swords in despite of all 
the armies upon earth, if th§y had them 

,once girded upon their thighs.-This 

man chooses to presume, that there are a 
considerable portion of us, the people of 
England, who are incapable of forming 
any judgment for ourselves ; who are in¬ 
capable of inquiring into the truth of facts 
or of estimating the weight of an argu¬ 
ment ; who are little better than brutes; 
and, I almost wonder, that he had not pro¬ 
posed the sending for Hanoverian masters 
to enlighten our minds as well as to teach 
us how lo fight the French an.d defend our 

country.'- LowAr Classes, verily! I 

wonder where he over saw an English¬ 
man w'orthy of being ranked Ipw’er than 
himself, except those most detestable 
W’retches, who are seen about the .streets 
of London, voluntarily decked out in' 


IViettd of the people and df the pre.s.s to go 
unansvi'ered ; and, having begun, I could 
not refrain from making my answer com¬ 
plete. To prep.ire a JiLiion for the yoke, 
the first .step is to maW’it think meanly of 
itself; and, if a venal print, like the I’iines 
Niiws-paper, is to l.e found to publish such 
an outrage upon our character as is con¬ 
tained in the letter of this " Officer of the 
“ King’s German Legion if a print is to 
be found capable of circulating a publi¬ 
cation in which England is represented as 
having its battles fought by Hanover, 
leaving out of sight ail the valiant deeds 
of our own army anfl our navy ; if a print 
is to be found capable of circulating a 
publication, in which a largo part of the 
people of England, the industrious and 
hardy part, who are the very sinews of 
the country, are exhibited as a set of 
creatures unfit to judge of what they hear 
and r(;ad and ; if a print is to be found 
to convey slanders like these upon the 
army, the navy, and the people of Eng- 
Wd, a,nri the most foul calumnie.s on a 
member of parliament whose conduct has 
won him the people’s hearts; if such a 
wiut i.s to be found, it were a shame in¬ 
deed if all England did not contain ano- 
/iv.er priijt ready and willing to counteract 


whiskers and gilt spurs, in order, it would Nhe effect of such base and wicked efforts, 
seem, to look like any diing but English-j , ^ COBBETT 

men.-Perhaps he means to put us all j 

in the Lower Classes, wh <4 have not State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 


something of title about us. But,.^ we 


State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 
'24-th thanuary, 1812. 
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TO THE 

PRINCE REGENT, 

W THE DISPUTE WITH TH* AMERICAN STATES. 

Letter IV. 

Sir; 

In looking back to the real causes of 
the miseries, which aillict this country, 
and of the greater miseries, with which it 
appears to be threatened, your Royal 
Highness will, I am per.suaded, find, that 
one of the mo'^^lficient has been the 
prostitution qf the Tress. It is, on all hand.s, 
acknowledged, that the Press is the most 
powerful engine that can be brought to 
operate upon ])ublic opinion and upon the 
direction of public affairs; and,therefore, 
when used lo a bad end, the mischief it 
producf.s must necessarily be great. If 
left fiee, it is impossible that it can, upon 
the whjtde, produce harm; because, from 
a free press free discussion will flow; and, 
where discussion is free, truth will always 
prevail; but, where the press is in that 
state, in whicli a man dares not freely pub¬ 
lish his thoughts, re.?pecting public men 
and public aifains, if those thoughts be 
hostile to men in power, the press must of 
necessity be an evil; becau.se, while it is 
thus restrained on that side, there will 
never be wanting slaves to use it in be¬ 
half of those who have the distribuiiop of 
the public money. Thus the pahlic myid 
receives a wrong bias, and measures are 
api>roved of, which, in the end, prove de¬ 
structive, and which would never have 
met witlf approbation, had every mm b-'^en- 
free to commanicate his thoughts to’ ihe 
public. 

Where there is no liras at a//, or, which 
is the same thing as to politics, where 
there is a Licenser, or person appointed by 
the government to sanction Writings pre¬ 
vious to their publication, the prtss does^ 
no good, to be sure, but* neither do^ it 
any harm; for, the public well-knowing 
nha source of what they rtfad (and very 


little they will read), snfler u, so .'javt; r.o 
effect upon tln-ir minds Tin v ud a li¬ 
censed newspaper as flicy wtiuki h#:-;. die 
charge cf an accuser, ti'ici i ji-’! 

them before-band ili'.il tiic y 

wSs not to be sutK-icd to rriane nity uc~ 
lencc. But, where the press ; c i- 
and yet where be who writeij v, ;;iv ■ y'yey 
agahist men in power, or airiiiti.' . id:: 
incasures.jis liable to be ir.ni;. h • , 

greater .severity than the majo', part i : . . 
Ions, the jircss must be an engine oi : 
calculable niLseliief; be<*duse, 
of freedom of the Press is still entert .trivi 
by the greater part of readers, while tliere; 
exists this terrific restraint on biin wno 
would write strongly, and, perhaps, efi'-c- 
tually, again.st public inert and puld'c 
measures, if it were not for the fear of al¬ 
most certain ruin. 

Tliu.s’the press becomes a deceiver of the 
people; it becomes pro.slituted to the- 
most pernicious purposes. Few men of 
real talent will condescend to write with a 
bridle in their mouths; the periodical 
pre.ss falls, for the far greater part, info 
(he hands of needy adventurers, 'who are 
ever ready fb sell their tolunins to the 
highest bidder ; Falshood stalks lortli and 
ranges uneontrouled, while Truth dares 
not show her face ; and, if she appear at 
all, it is under so lliick a covering, in so 
crawling an attitude, and with so many 
apologies to power, that she always dis¬ 
graces her character, and notunfrequently 
injures htA cause. 

Hence we may trafe all the severe blows 
which our country has s\ittered,and vvhich 
have, at last, reduc%d us to a state, which 
every man contemplates with a greater or 
le,ss degree of apfHehen.sioM. At ijie out¬ 
set of the American war, Mr. Horne 
Tooke, who wrote against the project of 
taxing America by lorce of arms, w hile 
she was unr,epreleuted in Parliamtiit, was 
huirassed with state prosecutions and was 
pent up in a jail, while Dr. .lohnson, w ho 
wrote in defence of the project, und tu 
whom venality and pride contended lot 
the predominance, was caressed and pen¬ 
sioned. The natmi), by the means of a 
press thus managed, were made lo approve 
F 
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Wakefield lived out his two year# in 
Dorchester jail; but he did not lor many 
months survive the effects of his imprison* 
ment, leaving a wife and family to starve, 
had not his virtues bequeathed them 
friends. Mr. Wakefield's crime was the 
answering, the triumphant answering of 
a Bishop, who had wriiten against the Re¬ 
publicans of France, and the tend-ncy of 
whose publication was to encouri^e the 
people of England to go bn with the 
war then begun. After the example made 
of Mr. Wakefield, after such a reply to his 
pamphlet, the war would, of course, meet 
with few literary ,opponciils, or, if any, so 
shy and so timid as to prod jce little or 
no effect; while, on the otlier side, the 
advocatas of the war, witU noiliing tti fcar, 
and every thing to hope in tli!! way of 
personal advantage, could sot fail to suc- 
ctfd in persuading the peojile, that to 
push on the war was just anl^^lec^;ssa^y. 
The delusion was kept up, through the 
same means. In spiie^^'.discorufiture and 
disgrace; in spite oi facts th.»i might .lave 
bc’^n supposed almost sufficient to en- 


of the-measures against America ; they 
were mdde to expect the contest to be of 
short duration and the success to be com¬ 
plete. They were induced to give their 
approbation to the striding ot German 
Troops, Brunswickers and Hessian Merce¬ 
naries, to make war upon the fellow-subjects, 
the brethren of Etigli.sliu:en. If we look 
back to that d;w, we shall seethe periodi¬ 
cal piibss urgil'ig tiie nation oiivto the wai, 
and promising a speedy and successful 
termiiialKUi of it. The Americans were 
represented as a poor contemptib'.cenc- 
hiy ; as ragamuffins without arms and 
without commanders ; * “ destitute,” as 
one writer asserted, “ of money, of ifitiis, 

" of ammunition, of commantkns, and, if 
'‘ they hatLall these, they had not courage 
" to api'-Iy them to their defence.” Thus 
were the pcopU- of Engiand induced to 
give their approiiRUon to the measures of 
the ministry at the out-set; and, by simi¬ 
lar means wtre tii8\ inveigled into a con¬ 
tinuation of tliat approbation fiom one 
•anipaign to another, arid were only to be 

•undeceived bv ti.e capture of whole armies j -- ......m 

of Itngllsh troops, by those vriiOni they had i lighten a born-ideot, ity wt ^ 

been tiuglit to despise. 

To the same cause may, in great part, , though they saw Icagu^ ■ 

be attributed the war agaiu-st the Rcimb- 1 dissolved, they were still mdueeu to .v« 
lican, a wa?. vvLici: l,aa iaW Ul'fir approbsUoa 10 ..a« laagay- W >l>p 

low so many sovereign prmceS, rooted c-m j out a Press, such as 1 have de-.e, .u.d, tins 
io many dynasties, and which, iK'Vvever ; v, eu'd hive b^n mipossible. ec 
it may terminate, has aiready occasioned siiiiction of the 1 less, ..i.. c ^ 
more misery in Eagland than she ever , ment ot a Ljcowcr, would liave piy o i. 


before experienced. If there had been 
Ho Press in England at the coiiancnccuiciit 
of the French Revolution, t!u; people ot 
England would have formed their judg- 

^ . . V I I. . . J l_ __ 


tha possibility of such dclus. yi; because 
I then the people vvoukl l ave jiidgi.d irom 
wha^ they saw and wlmt P'’cy,;c/t; they 
would haare judged fro'iu (V.b actual events 


merit upon what they saw sml what they | of the war, and from tiie cdec s .v 
felt ; or. if men had been, on both sides of war, ai it proceeded, produced upon -ncra- 
the question, free to publish their thoughts, stives. But, by the tueany.' [ ^ 
the people, hearing all that cduld be ssid such as I have desc. iiied ' *** 

for as well as againxi the; caua’e of Ffance, of a succession of fabmoous, coming upon 
Mould have come to a decision warvanlecl j tlie heelfe of one anotiier so quic as o 
by truth and reason. But, while those j leave lillle time for reflection, the peop « 


who wrote against the Repubiicans of 
France and urged tlic nation on to a war 
against them were at perfect liberty to’ 
make use of what statements or arguments 
they chose for that pq^pose, those who 
wrote on the other side were compelled to 
smother the best part of what they might 
have urged, that is to say, ihcji could not 
write withr^fci; or, if they did, they^ex- 
posed themselves to ruin, and, perhaps, 
premature death ; for, tliere are not many 
bodies able- to endure sentences of long 
imprisonment, withoiTt receiving injuries 
that are seldom overcome. Mr. Gilbert 


were hurried on from one stage to ano¬ 
ther of the war, till at last, tlu?y saw no 
way of retreating; and thousands, when 
^ley saw, in the end, the fatal conse¬ 
quences of the measures they had been so 
zeilous in supporting, continued, rather 
than acknowledge themselves dupes, the 
parlizans of those by whom they had 
been ^ecefved; and so they continue to 
this day. 

*But, Sir.timongst all the instances, m 
which this prostituted press has abused the 
public ear, 1 know of no one w-here it has 
worked with more aeal or more apparent 
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effect than with regard to the present 
Dispute Viith the American Slates. The 
grounds of complaint on the part of Arne- 
rica have been sedHloii<ily kept oiii ofsight; 
her remonstrances, against what no one 
can deny to be a violation of her rit'hts, 
have been constantly represented as de¬ 
mands made upon us to give op some of 
our rights ; her people have been repre¬ 
sented as being on our side and against 
their government; and, at last of all, 
when this prostituted ffress < aii no long«*r 
disguise the fact, that the Americans are 
preparing lor war against us, it represents 
the American Lcgislainre as vi ell as the 
President as acting nnsIPr the iiiflueiices'f 
France, as being insinninmls io the hands 
of Buonaparte. And, by thesv means, it 
lias drawn the public along, from stage 
to stage, in an approbation e-f the mta- 
•surcs, which have, now biought us to 'liie 
eve of a new war, io mMition to that 
which w'e find sufficiently burdensome and 
calamitous, and ^which there is no man 
wlio pretends to'^ the prospect of a ter¬ 
mination. 

J have before taken the liberty to ad¬ 
dress your K’oyal Highness upon this sub¬ 
ject; and, iff now rejreat, in part, what 
I have already said, my excuse must be, 
that the state of things is now more likelv, 
in my opinion, to excite attention to niv 
observations. Under this persuasion, and 
in the tiope of beipg yet able to contri¬ 
bute something towards the prevention of 
a war with the American States, I shall 
here, again* take a view of the whole of 
the question, and .shall then offer to your 
Royal Highness such observations upon 
the subject, as appear to me no! to be un¬ 
worthy of your alu ntion. 

There are two great points, upon which 
we are at issue with America ; The Orders 
in Council, and the hnp-. sment of American 
Seamen. The dispute with ihrX country 
has lately turned chiefly upon the former; 
but, it should be made known to your 
Royal Highness, that the latter, as I once 
before hifd the honour to observe to you, 
is the grievance that clings most closely to 
the hearts of the people, so many of whtMn 
have to wmep the loss yf a husband, a bro¬ 
ther, or a son, of w hom they have been be¬ 
reft by our im|)ressmcnt.s. 

In proceedingto discuss theirfirst of these 
points, 1 will first state to youf Royal 
Highness how the Americans are affected* 
by 00 ?- Orders in Council. An Amerfcan 
ship, though navigated by-American ci- 
fiaeus and laden with fiidiau Corn, or any 


other produce of America, bound to any 
part of France or her dominions, is, if she 
chance to be seen by oneofourshfpsof war 
or privateers, brought into any one of our 
ports, and there she is condemned, ship 
and cargo, and the master and seamen are 
sent adrift to get back to America as they 
can, or to .starve in our streets. The same 
takes place with regard to an American 
vessel, bound from France or her domi¬ 
nions to America. These captures tak«; 
place on any part of the ocean, and they 
iiV'e often taken place at the very mouth 
o‘ the American ports and rivers; and, as 
grf-at p.'ri't of the crews of vessels so cap*- 
litecy! are taken out by the captors to pre¬ 
vent a rescue, the sailors so taken out are 
frequent!^ kept at sea for a long while, 
and, in many cases, lliey have lost their 
live; during such their ^letenlion, whicli 
to thrm must neceisrisily ba, in all cases, 
a most iritsome and horvibie captivity. 

That, this is a great injuiy to America 
nobody can deny, and, therefore, the next 
point to consider is, whether we have any 
right to inflict it upon her*; whether we 
liave a right thus to seize the property of 
her meschants, and to expose to hardship, 
peril, and death, the persons of her sailors. 
And, here. Sir, I have no hesitation in say¬ 
ing, that our conduct is wholly unjus¬ 
tifiable according to all (he hitherto known 
and settled rules of the neutral law of na¬ 
tions, even asrecognized by ourselves. For, 
never until skicc the yeas ISOfi, that is to 
say, till since the issuing of the Orders in 
Council, did England prelend to have a 
right to make prize of a ileuli al .ship, even 
carrying enemy’s good ^ to or from an ene¬ 
my’s port, contenting hersell with seizing 
the cargo and suffering the ship to go free. 
And, as to the seizure of the goods of a 
neutral o^ board a neutral ship, the very 
Attempt to set up the pretension of a right 
to do that w’ould bavf marked out the 
author.as a madniaip Indeed, such a pre¬ 
tension puts an end to all idea of neutref/fy ,* 
it at once involves every maritime nation 
in every tvar that shall exist between any 
other maritime nations; and is, therefore, 
a pretension so tyrannical in its principle 
and so desolating in its consequences as to 
be abhorred by all but those who delight 
in the trotiblcs and miseries of mankind and 
the waste of human life. 

Conscious that general usrge and reason 
arc against ns, vve groun f our justification 
upon a rule of war, which says that one 
belligerent may retaliate upon another. It 
is not, for instance, held to be right, to kiU 
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E risoners made in war; but, if our enemy 
ill tbe prisoners he takes from us, we may, 
according to this rule, kill the prisoners 
we take fropi him ; though, even in that 
ease, not exceeding the number that he 
has killed belonging to us. No rule of 
retaliation could apply to the case before 
us. We were not at war with America. 
She had seized no ships belonging to Eng¬ 
land. She had not been gui^y, and she 
Was not charged with being guilty, of any 
brea< h of the laws of neutrality. But, if 
tfie liad lieen guilty of no oSence, J^raace 
Iiad, and the retaliation was to fall upon 
America. 

This leads me to solicit the patiept at¬ 
tention of your Royal Highness to the 
Hislorif qf the Orders in Council, which 
Orders w«J have always called retaliatory 
measures. ThetEmperor Napoleon issued 
two Decrees, the firel from Berlin and the 
second from Milan These Decrees were 
levelled against the trade carried on be¬ 
tween neutrals ^nd England, or, rather, 
between America and England, America 
being, in fact, the only neutral then left. 
The Decrees were a gross violation of the 
neutral rights of America. Napoleon had 
not, indeed, the power of enforcing them; 
but, he would have done it if he could; 
and, the very attempt, the very existence 
of the Decrees, was a violtvtion of the 
tjteretofore acknowledged rights of neu¬ 
trals. Such was the conduct of Napoleon. 
We issued what we called Orders in 
Council, the nature and efiect of which I 
have above described. We have con¬ 
tended, that th^e Orders were in the way 
of retaliation for the French Decrees. This 
the Americans have always treated as an 
outrage on every principle of justice. 
They have, as well they might, denied 
that we have a right to act wi^h injustice 
towards,them upon the pretence, true br 
false, that anotbar ]Sower has acted with 
injustice toward! .them. They have scoffed 
at such a principle of action ; but they 
have, at the same time, observed, that, 
even if this monstrous principle were, ad¬ 
mitted, we should find in it no justification 
of our Orders, the commencement of 
which they trace to a date ptior to that of 
the first qf Napoleon's Decrees. 

The first of this series of njeasures, of 
which America complains, was adopted by 
our government, and that, that, too under 
the ^ministration of those who are noiW 
OUT. It was a blockade of the entrances 
of the Ems, the Wes^r, the Elbe and the 
Travo,ia«eiii«quenct of tk king cf Prussia 


having taken possession of various parts of 
the Eiectorate qf Hanover, and having, as 
was asserted in Mr. Fox’s letter, done 
other things injurious to English com¬ 
merce. Thus this dispute with America 
grew, in part at least, out of the connec¬ 
tion with Hanover. This regulation,against 
which the Americans immediately protest¬ 
ed as being a gross violation of their neu¬ 
tral rights, was dated on the 8ih of April, 
180(). Before the month of November in 
lhat year, Napoleon had put an end to all 
disputes between us and the king of Prus¬ 
sia by attacking, defeating, and overthrow¬ 
ing the king of Prussia, and taking posses¬ 
sion of Prussia itself as well as Hanover. 
Being at Berlin, lie, on the 21st of No¬ 
vember, I80G, issued that Decree before 
spoken of, called the Berlin Decree. Thi.s 
measure he called a measure of retaliation 
for our regulations against* neutrals. We 
followed him with more restrictions upon 
neutrals, or rather, upon America, under 
the form of Orders iii^'ouncii, and these 
we declared to be mwfjrus of retaliation 
for the Berlin Decree. Then came Na¬ 
poleon with his Decree from Milan, as a 
retaliation for these Orders. And we have 
followed him with Oilier upon Order since 
that time, still calling them measures of 
retaliation. 

America complained of both the belli¬ 
gerents, and was told by each that he had 
been compelled to deviate from the law of 
nations in his own defence, and that he 
only wished to reduce his adversary to the 
necessity of returning to an observance of 
the rules of that law. We, more especi¬ 
ally, expressed our sorrow at being obliged 
to give ahnoyance to neutral commerce; 
and we said, we were so anxious to see 
this obligation at an end, that we would 
wave the point of priority of violation, and 
would repeal our Orders, step by step, with 
the repepi of the French Decrees; that is 
t& say, that, whenever Napoleon was ready 
to begin the work of repealing, we would 
begin too, and keep pace with him, 'till 
the whole mass of obnoxious Decrees and 
Orders were removed. 

‘ As neither did begin, however, America 
fejl upon a mode or inducing one or the 
other, or both, to*do it by a temptation to 
their interests. She passed an Act, in 
May 181 Ot which provided, that, if neither 
of thevbelligerents bad repealed before the 
1st of November in that year, the ships 
aifd good.t*ol'* bdth should be excluded 
from her ports and harbours; that if both 
repealed, the ships and goods of both 
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dhouid centinae to be admitted; that, if 
one repealed and the other did not, the 
ships and' goods of the non-repealing 
nation should be excluded. 

Napoleon, ill the month of July ikio, 
signified to the American Minister at Paris, 
that his Decrees uwre repealed, and that the 
repeal would be acted upon on the ap¬ 
pointed Ist of November. Whereupon 
the President, as the Act required,declared 
the fact of the repeal, and declared, at the 
same time, that unless England had re¬ 
pealed her Orders before the Ist of Febru¬ 
ary 1811, her ships and goods would from 
that day be excluded. England did not 
repeal, and her ships and goods have begn 
excladed accordingly, to the woful expe¬ 
rience of our wool-growers and manufac¬ 
turers, and to the infinite satisfaction 
doubtless of the Emperor of France. 

The reasons we have given for not* re¬ 
pealing, are, Jirst, that Napoleon has not re¬ 
pealed; and, ikeond, that if he had, he has 
erected the contl^ntal system in the stead 
of his Decrees, to the first of these 
reasons, it is telling the American govern¬ 
ment, that it utters wilful falsboods, or that 
it is so blind and foolish as not to be able 
to ascertain a fact of such importance to 
the interests of the nation. And, as to the 
latter reason, it is, in fact, calling upon 
America to compel Napoleon to alter his 
internal laws in favour of English goods; 
or, it telling her, that we will continue 
to punish her if she does not do that, or 
join us in the war. America is satisfied 
that Napoleon has repealed his decrees; 
she has declared it through her minister 
here,and through hei President in his procla¬ 
mations and his Messages to th% Congress; 
and still, we denp the fuel. This is a ground 
of action that no nation will endure, unless 
it be wholly destitute of spirit, or of the 
means of obtaining retlress or revenge. 

The matter is now taken up by the Con¬ 
gress, to whose proceedings therein I will 
speak when 1 have submitted to your 
Royal Highness a statement of the nature 
of the other-great point in dispute; namely, 
the impressment of seamen out of American 
ships by ourships of war. » 

Our ships of war, when they meet an 
American Vessel at lea, board her, and 
take out of her, by force, any seamen 
. whom our officers assert to British sub¬ 
jects. There is no rale by which»they are 
bound. They act at discretion ; and, thw 
consequence is, that* gfeal tiumbefs of 
native Americans have been thus im- 
j^ened, And great nanben of them ure 
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now in pur navy. *The total number so 
held at any one time cannot, perhaps, be 
ascertained ; but, from a statenfent pub¬ 
lished in America, it appears, that Mr. 
Lyman, the late Consul here, stated the 
number, about two years ago, at fourteen 
thousand- That many of these men have 
died on board of our ships, that many have 
been wounded, that many have been killed 
in action, and that many have been worn 
out in the service there can be no>doQbt. 
Some obtain their release through the ap-> 
pUcation of the American Consul here, and 
of these the sufferings have, in many in¬ 
stances, been very great. There haVfe 
been instances Where men have thus got 
free after having been flogged through the 
fleet for dtserlion. 

But, it has been asked, whsther we are 
not to take our sailors wl^ere we find them. 
To which America aqswers, yes, but tak« 
only your own; “ take,” said Mr. Lyman, 
" your whole pound of flesh, but take not 
" a drop of blood.” She says, that she 
wishes not to have in her ships any British 
sailor ; and she is willing to give them up, 
wherever the fact of their being British 
sailors ,can be proved. Let them, she 
says, be brought before any magistrate, or 
any public civil authority, in any of your 
own ports, at home or abroad ; and she is 
willing to abide by the decision. But, let 
not men be seized in her ships upon the 
high seas (and sometimes at the mouth*uf 
her own rivers) where there is nobody to 
judge between the parties, and where the 
i British Olficer going on board is at once 
j accuser, witness, judge ^nd captor. Let 
not your oflicer, who cannot know the 
I men, except by mere accident, be taken 
to be a better judge of the fact than the 
commander of the ship in which they sail. 
Let it not be admitted, that he is never to 
4>e believed, and that even the protections 
given by the Amencan authorities are to 
be received as faljhoods, and disregarded 
accordingly. 

We have hitherto refused to alter our 
practice. The grievance has beon grow¬ 
ing greater and greater, as it necessarily 
must with the continuance of the war, 'till, 
at last, the nu^pber of persons impressed, 
the number of sufferers, and the corres¬ 
ponding number of complaining parents, 
wives, a*nd children in America^ are be¬ 
come so great, that the whole country cries 
out W ar! war ! or an end to impressment! 

1 beg your Royal Highness to consider 
what must be the feelings of a Mople at 
th« existence of a'grievance like this; and. 
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if you do serionsly* coWider it, I am sure 
you will - see cause to despise those para¬ 
sites of llie press in England, who are using 
their utmost endeavours to persuade the 
public, that /the American Congress are, 
in their resentful language against Eng¬ 
land, " stimulated by the intrigues of Buo- 
" naparie.” As if the intrigues of Buona¬ 
parte were necessary to make an assembly 
of real Representatives of the American 
jteople'^feel for the ruin of srMnany hun¬ 
dreds of their merchants and for the greater 
sidferings of so many thousands ol the^ir 
seamen and of the relations of thos# sea¬ 
men ! As if the intrigues of Buonaparte 
were necr-ssary to make sbeh an assembly 
feel at seeing their country, whose inde¬ 
pendence was purchased with the blood of 
their falhei f:, freaied, at sea. as if it iVfeie 
still no more lliag a colony ! As if to fee! 
acutely and to express themselves strong¬ 
ly upon such an occasion, ii weie neces¬ 
sary for them to be instigated by tlie in¬ 
trigues of a foreign power! 

Having now, with as nioeh clearness as 
I have been able to combine wi'.h brevity, 
submitted to your lloyal Highness the 
nature and exlenl of the complaints^ which 
America prefers against England, I next 
proceed to state to you what lias been 
done by the Congrcp?, in the way of ob¬ 
taining redress for those grievances, after 
which will natufally come sucTli observa¬ 
tion?, as I think not unworthy ol your se¬ 
rious attentior. relative to the consequences 
of a v.ar with a country, wlncli, tmiil this 
tnottient, the prostituted press of this coun¬ 
try has studiously treated with 

It is necessary to begin here by observ¬ 
ing on the means, which this press has, on 
this subject, made use of to deceive the 
public. Tin; writers, to whose labours I 
allude, were emMloyed, duritij' the last 
spring and sumnnn , ir.' representing Ms. 
Madison as a f illing •liaracterthey .told 
us that Mr. .timilh^s dis^closures had ruined 
the reputation of the I'ormer j they ex¬ 
pressed their opinion that he vvoidd never 
more shew his face in the Congress ; and, 
the piofle of America they represented as 
being decidedly against a war with Eng¬ 
land. - So that the puhlic^here were led to 
believe, that, let our ministers do what 
they might with vegard to America, there 
was nodatiger to be apprehended. 1 took 
the liberty, many months ago, to endea¬ 
vour to guard your Royal Highness against 
the adop'ion of opinions (bunded ujjon 
such statements; and, 1 then expressed to 
you my brm couviciioi/, that an imnediute 


change of conduct, on our part, towards 
America, was necessary to prevent a war 
with that country. When the President’s 
Speech reached us, breathing a spirit of 
resentment, and suggesting the propriety 
of arming, these yelpers of the venal press, 
as if all set on by one and the same halloo, 
and as if forgetting ilicir predictions about 
his fall, flew at him in a strain of abuse 
such as 1 have seldom witnessed, except 
when I myself have had the honour to be 
thought by their setters on an object wor- 
tTiy of their niercenaiy malice. Tlicy 
likened the style of his Speech to that of 
the Wabash and Shawanese Savages ; they 
Ci^lied him a tool pf Buonaparte ; they re¬ 
presented him as a mean, lovv-minded, ig¬ 
norant man; and 1 have never heard, that 
any one of them has been called to ac¬ 
count for this conduct. 'ITiey soon found, 
however, what every man uf sense antici¬ 
pated, that tlie sentiments of the Presi¬ 
dent’s speech w'( re but a faint sketch of 
the pictuic to be finisli^hy tiie Congress, 
who, therefore, next an object of 

attack. But, by degrees, as the accounts 
of the proceedings of tlie Congress have 
reached us, tliese deceivers of the English 
people Inu e grown more measured in their 
abuse. At the arrival of every new 
menace from the city of W ashington, they 
iiave, as is in the nature of the true-bred 
bully, liecorne more and more gentle; till, 
at last, tliey have softened down imp a lone 
ofciviliiy. They do' not now “ make a 
“mockery” of war with America; they 
even hope that it may be prevented ; and, 
they “ trust eyipty punctilio will not 
“stand in the way of reconciliation;” 
that Very veconciliation, wliich they had 
done all in their power to prevent. 

But, still sticking to their character of 
dcceivei'i, iliey are now employed in garb- 
ling lhe debates in the Congress. They 
are employed, in suppressing the senti¬ 
ments of those members, who are advo¬ 
cates for a resistance of England, and in 
pulfmg forth the speeche.s of those who 
are on the opposite side. The speech of 
one; genliemau in particular. Mu. Ran- 
Df)LPH, they prai.se beyond hounds, for 
which, however, they have one reason, 
which they do not“avow ; and, which, at 
it is somt what curious, I will, even at the 
expence of a digression, make a subject of 
remark. 

In reading the 'speech of this gentle- 
roati, as copied" iiuo some of our news¬ 
papers, 1 ct.'uld not help wondering that a 
thing so incoherent and so weak should 
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have called forth the praises even of these 
prints. I wondered that even they should 
desciibesuch at once wild and vapid matter 
as " full of acuteness and sarcam.” 1 had, 
indeed, li equcntly heard them bestow en¬ 
comiums on the speeches of Lord Liver¬ 
pool and Mr. Perceval; but any thing so 
inappropriate as this 1 had never heard 
ihem hazard before. When, however, I 
came to see liic Speech itself, in the Ame¬ 
rican news-papers, and found that i wy- 
'sdfh'id been an object of Mr. Randolph’s 
attack, the wonder e«:ased. It was no 
longer a matter of surprize, that the mer¬ 
cenary tribe had discovered in the speech 
of Mr. Randolph every thing character¬ 
istic of acuiciiess and psofundily and pub¬ 
lic spirit. But, really, it was dealing 
very with their readers not to 

treat them to a participation in the en¬ 
joyment of tiiC'se sarcastic passages, espe¬ 
cially wlicn tlit y would not thereby have 
dinjiiiislicd iheir own ; and it is not a 
little sui piizhig, that they should, in copy¬ 
ing the spec< ii Af their champion, have 
taken the pai-as^exclude precisely these 
passages, Since, It vvevcr, tiiey have 
done iif, 1 w'll! hil up the ^ap* 

Mr. RAM>(ji.rM hi;d, it seems, been ac¬ 
cused of no! being a republican, and of 
being devoted to Ihig’siid, in the way of 
answer to which he makes the following 
personal remarks and allusions, '• I do 
not like this rcpublicani;ni, whicii is 
supported by Mr. Adams, on this side 
” the Atlantic, aiid by Vobhelt on the 
" other, w ho, if he could break jail, would 
*' assist in revolutionizing New England. 
" Repuhlicani.sm of Jvitn Adams, and 
“ William Cobbett, par ndtilc frntrum, 
" uni- d now as in 17'Jtl. Formerly Mr. 
•' Adams and Porcupine would have call- 
" cd me .V Frenchman; now, if worthy no- 
“ tice, both ^vould call me an Englishman 

•• . ..■. From whom,'’ says he, in 

another part of his speech, “ come these 
" charges ? From men escaping from»jails 
" in Europe, and here teaching our fa- 
thers and sons their political duties.” 
Now, in the first place, I have great sa¬ 
tisfaction in learning from such unques¬ 
tionable authority, that 1 agree in poli¬ 
tical opinions with Mr. Adams. Mr. 
Adams was one of fbose who, at the ear- 
liest date, made a conspicuous figure in 
the cause of no taxation ^ithout repre¬ 
sentation; he was American ipinister at 
the Hague, afterwards at Paris, afterwarjls 
in England; he was'Vite 'Presidenbof the 
United States all the tiine that General 


\V ashiugton was President; he was after¬ 
wards ‘himself President of the United 
States: and, having been, at the next 
election, supplanted by Mr. Jeflerson, he 
has, since his retirement, h» 1 the rare 
virtue to acknowledge, upon further re¬ 
flection, that the system of bis successor 
was the most advantageous to his coun¬ 
try ; and, upon that ground, to give that 
system all tiie support in his power. He. 
lives now, in the simplest style, at the age 
of about seventy five, in his native State 
of Massachflsetts, beloved and venerated 
by all around him, and without having, or 
being suspected of having, added to his 
own private means a single dollar of th* 
public money. -Such is the man, whose 
0 )thti(ins I am now charged with holding, 
and in company with whom I am said to 
have rdiunged rny former opinions ;vs to 
American politics; upon w^ich I c; :! 
only say, that no effort^)f mine shall be 
wanting to render myself wonhy of such 
an honour. As to what Mr. Randolph 
says about my being in jail, that is a moua 
of any.eenrtg which he must have learnt 
from our mercenary prints. That is the 
way that they answer my argntiMMtts. 
Bat, this genlieman’s general accusation 
againsl those idia have been in jails in Eu~ 
rope; his rdtjecticn to iheir leaching po¬ 
litics to the people of America; thesear« 
worthy of some attention. For the pre¬ 
sent, iayfog my own case out of the 
quesiiotj, 1 v. r.old, if 1 were within .his 
hearing, ask this gentleman, Imvv long it 
is since the cave ci.'’cimistance of having 
been imprisoned in a jail has been looked 
as sullicient to di^iualify a man for 
teaching political duties. It seems to me, 
on the contrary, that the circumstanc* 
ought, if such man has sutlered on account 
of his politics, to be considered as one 
qualification at least, seeing that it must 
neccssatily have impressed strongly upon 
his mind tiie nature and ell’ect of the 
political institution, i/nder which he has 
sutlered. But, sifrelVjMr. Randolph can¬ 
not littve been serious ; for, be boasts of 
being descended from the country of 
Hampden and Sidney, and of having im¬ 
bibed his political principles from them. 
Indeed! Why, then he should have re¬ 
collected, that the former, if he had not, 
in a glorious fight for the liberties of Eng¬ 
land, cHed in the field, would have perish¬ 
ed on the scafibid ; and, that the latter, after 
having, for a long while, inhabited a jatl, 
did actually lose his life under the hands 
of tho executionevi And, if the brave 
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Sidney/who wa« foun^ guilty by a packed 
jury, and who, when condemned by a cor¬ 
rupt jud^e, stretched out his arm to him 
and bade hihi feel hia pulse to see if he 
trembled j if/this undaunted advocate of 
freedom had escaped belore the day of 
execution, and arrived in America, would 
Mr, Randolph, had he been then living, 
have objected to him as a teacher of po¬ 
litical duties merely on the ground of his 
having ^escaped from a jail? Jtnd Prynn, 
who was persecuted by the then Attorney 
General of England, and who, by the ty,r 
rannical judges of that day, those base in- 
sK uments of a corrupted court; if he. 
who was impsisonedand firted and pilloried 
and mutilated almost beyond mortal en¬ 
durance, and who, after all, lived to bring 
one of his jvdges to the block; ifPryrfn, 
who was thus punished on a charge of se¬ 
ditious libel, hac/ “ broke jail,” this very 
jail of Nixvgttte, where he. was at first con¬ 
fined; if he had " broke jail,and gone 
to America, w'ould Mr. Randolph’s fore¬ 
fathers, of whom be boasts, have objected 
to such a teacher of political duties? 
Why, though, perhaps, Mr. Randolph 
does not know it, W’iliiam Penn was jirose- 
cuted for seditious libel, and was confined 
in this very jail of Newgate too, though his 
time here wa.s rendered short by a jury, 
who bad the seii.se to know thi ir duty, 
and the t out age to resi.st the browbeating 
of *a corrupt political judge; and, was 
William I'emt thought an untiv teacher of 
political duties? 1 am pleading here, not 
my own cause, but that of many others, 
who are now in America, and who have 
been in jails in Europe. This, however, 
is unnecessary ; for, it is a fact, and a fact, 
too, which your Royal Highness should 
know, that these gentlemen have been re¬ 
ceived there, not a.s Mr. Randolph seems 
to have wished, but with kindness.S-espect, 
and honour, Mr. Emmet and Mr. Samp¬ 
son are amonggt ihi* first advocates at the 
bar in New-York, and their associate. Dr. 
Jlf‘Nevm, is at the head, or nearly«so, of 
the Physicians. The instance of Mr. Duane 
is worthy of particular notice. He was a 
printer at Calcutta, where his types and 
property were destroyed, Ijimself thmwn 
into a guard-house, and soon afterwards 
shipped off to Europe. He found lii.s wav 
to America, and to his pen Englattd owes 
no inconsiderable portion of the hostility 
that has since existed again.si her in that 
country. 1 can remember the time, when 
he, and he alotiey as far as the power of 
Ihs press went, kept aliVe the opposition < 


to the English interest. AH the other 
writers seemed to be weary of the strife; 
but his inextinguishable remembrance of 
the past sustained him noderall difficulties, 
and he finally saw that cause triumph, of 
which, at one time, every body else 
seemed tu despair. He, above all others, 
has been a teacher of “ political duties,” 
as Mr. Randolph calls them; and, as¬ 
suredly, if success be a proof of merit, few 
men ever had so much. If Mr. Finnerty 
wpre to exchange a solitary cell iii Lincoln 
jail, to which he has been consigned, at a 
distance from his friends and from his 
means of obtaining a liveiiliuiKl ; if he 
we^e to change that situation for the free 
air of America, leaving his present dreary 
abode to the ocmpancy of the >it st man, 
if another such man should be found, to 
comment on the character oi C.-vsllereagh; 
if Mr. Fimierfy were to niake this ex¬ 
change, does Mr. Randolph imagine, that 
the people of America would regard him,' 
who has given such pr^fs of bis talents 
and integrity, as a ver^Anfit teacher of 
political duties ? And now, as to myself, 
it appears 40 me, that Mr. Randolph 
would have better consulted the dignity' 
of his situation as a le^slalor, if he had 
answered my arguments rather than made an 
allusion to the situation, in which he knew 
me to he. 1 had not given him any of¬ 
fence ; I had not even named him in any 
of my articleson American aft'airs. 'I had 
used the best of my humble endeavours to 
prevent the necessity of, and to remove 
all pretence for, those warlike measures, 
of which he appears to liave been so de¬ 
termined an opponent; and, surely, if I 
did happen *to difii r from him in opinion, 
the circumstance of my being in a jail 
was not to deprive me of all right to ex- 
erci.se my judgment and 10 put the result 
upon paper. .Such a deprivation made no 
part of my sentence. Judge.H Grose and 
Elleoborough and Bailey and Le Blanc 
did, indeed, sentence me to be imprisoned 
for two years in Newgate, where Prynn had 
been belore me, but tin y did not sentence 
me to be blindfolded and have my hands 
(ted„ali the time; they did, ind) ed, further 
adjudpe that a thousand pounds should be 
taken fr 9 m me and *paid to the Ktng, but 
they did not condemn me to be bweft of 
my reason! tb^y did, indeed, sentence me 
to give ba,»i for my good behaviour for the 
ferther term of seven yfltrj, making alto¬ 
gether much ihufe than the average cal¬ 
culation of the d.uratiou of man’s life, but 
they passed no stDteace of imprisooment 
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on my tha^ku. Nor did they, m their 
sentence, include a prohibition against my 
thoughts finding their way to America; 
no, nor against tneir producing an impres* 
sion there proportioned to their correct¬ 
ness and to the force with which they 
might be expressed. Therefore, 1 pre¬ 
sume, it will be thought, that Mr. Ran¬ 
dolph censured me without cause, though 
I must confess, that his censure is more 
than compensated for by the information 
that be has given me and the world that 
my etForts, as to America, coincide with 
those of Mr. Adams; and, in return, I 
will inform him, that he has the honour 
to agree, not only in sentiments, but also 
in expressions, with every literary slave’ 
in the British dominions, with every one 
whose hand is like the beggar’s dish, and 
whose columns have a price as regular, 
though not, perhaps, so moderate, as stalls 
at a market or beds at an inn. 

From this digression I should now re¬ 
turn to the Proceedings in the American 
Congress, a regu!^ account of which I 
should lay before your Royal Highness; 
but, the .^jcrformance of this duty must, 
for want of time, be deferred till my 
next. 

^ I am, &.C. &c. 

W. CoDBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, 

30th January, 1812. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Police Macistbates. -Reader, you 

have seen the news-paperg crammed with 
long speeches about the King’? Houshotd 
and the Prince Regent’s Huushoki and the 
Establishments for the Queen and the 
Princesses, the result of all which debating 
is, simply, that the people will have morenutney 
to poy, the object in contest between the 
two parties being which of them should 
have the most to do in the management, jn 
the handling and distributing of the said 

money.-But, now something has taken 

place, in;.vhich all the people are deeply 
interested; something which promises to 
give us a fair insight into a most important 
matter as to the POLICE MAGIS¬ 
TRATES ; those pefsons who have so 
much to say and to do in the affairs of all 
the inhabitants of this great Metropolis ; 
those persons who are, in a great ipeasure, 
entrusted with the lives and properties of, 
nearly a million of people*; those persons 
on whose integrity depend so much as to 
Ihc safety of every man and’woman’s per¬ 


son and character; those penoos irh» 
have so large a discretion in the taking 
up and imprisoning of the suspected, ia 
the detertpining on whether there are 
sufficient grounds of commitment, in the 
allotting of pecuniary and bodily punish¬ 
ments : something has now taken place, 
which promises to give us a fair insighl 
into a most importoM mutter, relating to 
these persons; and, therefore. Reader, 

I earnestly crave your attention to the 

subject.-On the filst of January,*Sia 

'Frakcis Bokdett moved for certain 
papdi-3, to give him information upon the 
subject of the QUALIFICATIONS of these , 
Police Magistrates, The report of his 
motion, as published in the Morning Chro¬ 
nicle of tbe^2nd of January, was as fol¬ 
lows >-“ Sir F. Bchoett moved that 

" there be forthwith laid before rtie House 
“ a List of the Names of rtie Persons ap- 
" pointed Police Magistrates under the 
" Act of the 32d Geo. 3. ch. 5.5, or under 
•• any subsequent Act, specifying the 
" counties in which they were at the time 
“ of their appointment, and now are Act- 
“ ing Magistrates ; when they obtained these 
“ qualifications, and what they are, and whe- 
" iher thfey or their wives hold any other 

" places or receive any pensions.-Mr. 

“ Secretary Ryder assented to the motion, 

“ and it was carried.”—Well, this mo¬ 
tion having been carried ; the Honourable 
House having voted, that the infonnatioi) 
required should be given, it was naiurally 
to be expectell, that the thing would be 
done. One would have thought, that the 
Order of the House wopid have been 
obeyed. One would have supposed that the 
House would have speedily possession of 
the t ailed for informahon; for surely, at 
such a time, when the conduct oi the 
Police Magistrates was about to undergo 
ap itivestifation and when measures were 
about to bo proposet^ for the better pro¬ 
tection of the lives and* property of the 
people, it was right*lhat the persons, who 
were to deliberate thereon, should be in¬ 
formed, whether the present Police Ma¬ 
gistrates bad been appointed agreeably to 
the provisions of the Act, or Acts of Parlia-' 

ment, nvihorisingtheitappointment, --Those 

Acts require, tb#l these Magistrates should 
be JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, prmVws 
to their appointment as Police Magistrate.?; 
and, the intention of such provision was, 
doubtless, that they should be men of sowe 
character, and not merely hirelings ot the 
government, picked out for their pliability, 
end liable to bei at any time, totally 
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ruined by being turned out of their places. 
~—According to* the provisions of tbcr 
Acts, they were required to be nien of 
landed'propertyt and, of course, to have 
sonieibing to depend upon beyond their 
mere sauries, of which they might, on 
any day, be deprived at the will of tlie 
minister.-It was for the jiui pose of dis¬ 

covering whether the persons, now Police 
Magistrates, really were men of this de¬ 
scription, that Sir Francis Burdett, to all 
appaarance, made his motion abovemen- 
tioned ; and, with this preface, the Header 
will be able to enter with the more advan¬ 
tage upon the perusal of the following de¬ 
bate, which took place in the House of 
Commons, on the 29tlr of January ; that 
is to say, eight days, since the vote of the 
House for the production of the informa¬ 
tion had,^been passed.- 1 must again 

beg the Reader to pay attention to every 
word of it, and 19 reinurk and bear in 
mind, who are the several speakers.——I 
in-sert the debate, word fur word, as I 
find it in the Times news-paper of the 30th 
of January. 

“ Mr. Secretary Ryder rose to move for 
“ the discharge of so much of the order of 
“ Sir Francis Burdett relating 19 the Po- 
“ lice Magistrates, as required from them 
*'a list of their quuUticalions (under the 
statute) for holding their ofiices, viz. a 
“ statement of “ where they are, and what 
they are.'* The impropriety of this part 
of the order had been pointed out to 
“ him by a Learned Member not now in 
" his place, the Attorney-General. It 
" was this. The Act imposes severe penal- 
*' ties on thosc^ Magistrates who do not 
"comply with its conditions; and the 
" tendency, therefore, of the hon. Baronet’s 
" Mution would be to exact from the Ma- 
'* gistrates such accounts as might subject 
“ them to triminul proceedings for a breach 
*' if the statute. He Lad corniiiunicattci 
" bis ownsent’mentaand intentions ofi ihis 
*' topic to the Ilonouiahlc Baronet two 
" days ago ; but as he had received no 
" answer, he supposed that the impropriety 
*' was .acknowledged by the Honourably Ba- 
" ronct. In conclusion, he should merely 
" state that be had had no communicution 
" whatever with any Mugi^ratc. Me ihere- 
" fore moved, that so much of the order 
*• should he discharged as required a slale- 
" inent " what and where are the qualitica- 
" tions of Magistrates.” ' 

" Mr. Whitbread observed, that perhapsi 
*' the hon. Baronet had not received the 
** communication; at any rate the order 


" should not be di.schargetl in his Absence, 
" without giving him an opporturyty of 
" stating any objection to such a proceed- 
" ing. He could not see the great incon- 
" venience to Magistrates which was ap- 
" prehended by the Right Honourable Se- 
" cretary. It might perhaps be the ob- 
" ject of Sir Francis Burdett to shew that 
" some one Magistrate had not given in 
" the required specification of his qualifir 
" cations, which would no doubt be the 
" ground of a penalty. Thi.s might be 
" the object; but not having had any 
“ communication with the hon. Baronet 
" he could not tell; yet at any rale he 
“ saw no reason why the House should 

not postpone the debate on this subject, 

" Mr. Ryder said, he had no doubt that 
" his note had been received, for it was left 
" at the house of the Hon. Bart. He might 
" afterwards, if he pleased, revive the order 
‘‘•by taking the sense oTthe Mouse. 

‘‘ Sir John Newport strongly objected 
*' to thus last proposal. It would lead to 
" thi.s absurdity, thatHouse .should be 
‘* employed one dayiRo make an order, 
" next day to rescind it, and afterwards to 
‘‘ revive it. F'or hiiiisolf, he could sec no 
‘‘ harm in making the Magistrates give in 
" an account of theii* qualilications. What 
‘‘ would be the result?—merely, ^lat llie 
" Legislature should intoricre to take cog- 
‘‘ nizance of their conduct, instead of the 
" qui tarn informers. At all events, the 
" debate ought to be deferred till Vhe Hon. 
" Baronet came down. 

“ Sir Thomas Turton could by no means 
" agree wilh the last speaker,, that it was 
“ the duty of this House to compel Magis- 
" trates to render accounts which might 
‘‘ criminate themselves. The Hon. Baronet 
" ought to have attended. 

‘‘ Mr. Tietmey said, that it did not fol- 
" low because the Hon. Baronet had not 
‘‘ answered the conmiunicalion, that lut 
‘‘ therefore assented to it. What was the 
"•meaning of the present Motion ? An 
“ order is made for Magistrates to state 
" their qualifications ; and the Right Ho- 
" itourable Secretary moves to alter it, 
" because he finds that some Magistrates 
‘t will be criminated by^ it. (No! no! 
“ from the Ministerial Benches.) Why 
" really that was (he result of bis reason- 
" iiig, when he stated, that it might pro'- 
" duce gregt inconvenience to some Ma- 
" gislriHe.s. lie himself thought the order 
‘‘ very useful. If any Magistrates had 
" •vaded the afit, H was fit they should be 
" animadvertged upon : if any should b« 
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" found to hare acted uniiUcntlonaily, it 
«* would be ill the power of the House to 
“ relieve them. He could not approve of 
" the suggested method of reviving the 
order. It would give the other side of 
“ the House an opportunity of using their 
“ favourite argument, that after the House 
«' had once expressed its sense by a ma- 
"jority, it should not again be taken on 
“ the same subject. 

" A7r. Kenrick thought that the House 
" would exercise its inquisitorial [)ower 
very improperly, if iCforced fllagistrate* 
“ to criminate themselves; nor would the 
“ order produce the desired efl’ect. The 
“ present qualifications of Magistrates 
“ mightbe very difl'erentTrom those wbicdi 
“ they possessed at first j they might have 
“ sold or changed their original qualifica- 
“ tions; and it would be too inquisitorial 
“ for the House to demand an account^ of 
“ changes which it might be inconvenient 
“ to state. 

“ Mr. Horner asked, was it to be en- 
“ dured, that thei^oiise should be required 
" to give up its Inquisitorial power, be- 
“ cause the parties examined before it 
Would perhaps be found to have broken 
“ the lav)? Was it not rather the object of 
" their inquisitions to detect such ariminnls ? 
“ But he denied, that in this case the Ma- 
" gistriites would be called on to criminate 
themselves. The proper officers ap- 
“ pointed in every county would present 
** the desired infomiiaiioii to the House. 
*' At any rate, the present proposition was 
“ not to be endured. It was, indeed, a 
“ principle of law, that a man shoul.l not 
" be called on to criniftiate himself, he- 
" cause his confession mighty be used to 
“ his conviction. But the evidence rc- 
" ceived in that House could not he ad- 
" mitted as evidence to criminate a man 
" out of it. • No court of justice would al- 
« low it. He insUted, therefore, that the 
« House should not, by admilikig the pro- 
" position just suggested., destroy at one 
blow their whole inquisitorial power. 
Admit it now, said the Hon. Member, 
“ and it*will be used hereafter as a prece- 
•• cedent to check all inquiries into crimi* 
« nal abuses. * 

“ Mr- Perceval observed, in support of 
" Mr. Kenrick, that a Magistrate might 
possibly be qualified at the taking of his 
" office, and a list of sucH qualification 
might easily be furnished by*lhe regu- 
« lar officer appointe,d far sucli purDose^^, 
" but if he had changed bis original qua- 
lification, the nature of that which he at 
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"present held couId|be obtained only 
"from himself; and such inquiry, accord* 

" ing to the present order, might lead him 
“ to criminate himself. As to the point of 
" evidence insisted on by the last Speaker, 

" he (Mr. Perceval) conceived that the 
" House might very possibly be di.sposed 
" to allow an extract of its proceedings to 
" be taken ; and such extract would, un- 
" doubtedly, be received as evidence 
" against a person in any court of law 
“ in the kingdom. • 

“ Lord Folkestone said, he could not 
" Qomprehend how the House could come 
" at the qualification, unless the order 
" stood as it was originally made. It ap** 
" peered that a measure of gt'eat impor* 
" tance, viz. the qualification of Magis- 
" trates, ifau been passed into a lavi’; 
" and now when it came to be enquired 
" into, it was alledgeil, if application 
" w'as made to the darks, they could not 
" give the nece.ssary information as to the 
" exact situation of these qualifications. 
" It was, therefore, incumbent on the 
" House to ascertain this point according 
" to the enactment of the law ; and it ap* 
" peared to him that that could only be 
" done by suil'ering the order to stand as 
" originally made. 

" The Chancellor of the Exchequer said the 
“ order as it stood must be productive of 
" great inoanveniences, without a possibi- 
" Jity of coming at the truth. Police 
“ Magistrates might have hten duly qna- 
" lifted, and have given in a particular 
" place where that qualification lay at the 
“ time they became Magistrates; and yet 
“ having parted with t/dSt property, there 

was no way gf coining at the foundation 
" of where their qualificaiion now lay, but 
" by compelling them to ascertain it. This 
" did not apply to Police Magistrates 
" alone,J}ut to every Justice of Peace in 
*" the kingdom. 

“ Mr. iiankes thbug^^t it would be easy 
" to modify the q^atler effectually by an 
" amendment of the present motion, in 
" only adding a few words so as to reach 
" that qualification under which -the Ma* 
“ gistrate began to act. He was sure the 
" House would ever be slow to exercise its 
" inquisitorial «power; but so far as this 
" went, he thought it might very fairly 
“ be dope. 

" Lord A. Hamilton moved, that this 
“ debate be adjourned to Friday. 

" Mr. Ryder objected to the adjourn- 
" ment, as he had given two days notice, 
“ and ha^ also .sent a private intimation 
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"of his intention, 4iul of the purport of 
•' his motion to the Hon. Bai t, who had 
" originally brought forward the subject. 

" Lord Folkestone said, the Right Hon. 
" Gentlemjhii gave his notice only on Mon- 
" day evening, when almost all the Mem- 
•* hers bad left the House. For his own 
" part he knew nothing of it till he saw 
" the notice yesterday afternoon, just be* 
** fore be came into the House. He should 
'* tbe(,efore vote for the ac|fournment of 
" the debate to Friday. 

*' On a division, the numbers were, for 
«* the adjournment, 21; against It, ^3, * 

, " Mr. Ryders motion passed without a 
" division. . 

“ The Chancellor qf the Exchequer moved 
" for a list of the Magistrates av,ting under 
" the Police Bill, with their ortga'/in/quals- 
" fjcations.—Agreed to.” 

This is a nice little debate. It is 
a debate of some pith and worth send¬ 
ing all over the world. And for this, 
too, we have to thank Sir Francis 
Burdett. We have here something that 
eveiy one will understand; and the im¬ 
pression, which it. is calculated to produce, 
will be siiong; because it is utterly im- 
ossible to beivilder the reader. ‘He will 
ere see all the parties and ail the whole 
matter in so clear a light, that I need add 
but very little of my own in the way of 

illustration.-1 cannot, howt'ver, sutler 

a.matter of such moment to pass without 

observation.-Sir Francis, it is said, 

should have attended upon this occasion ; 
sad,/or what ? What was he to attend for, 
if he did not choose? Was he, was Sir 
Francis Burdett; was Sir Francis Burdett 
to attend at the summons of Mr. Richard 
Ryder ! Was he to answer such a note ? Be¬ 
sides, he knew that the papers were ordered; 
he was ^iresent when the motion for the 
production of the papers was^ carried { 
and, beepuse Mr. Richard Ryder chose to 
tell him, that itr was his intemioil to 
move to have that nloiion set aside, was 
Sir Francis Burdett to ran and show him¬ 
self upon the occasion ? Was he to go, in 
consequence of such a summons, to have 
his nose counted in the division? There 
was the order voted, that was enough for 
him. If those, who voteS it, bad a mind 
to unvote it, he chose to let them do it 
without Am company, at any rat«. And, 
u to his answering the note ; was he to sphnd 
his time in such a way as that ? Was he to 
enter into an interchange of notes with Mr. 
lUchard Ryder; and that, too, touching 
hii duty in parliament ? ‘Wat be to be told 


when he was to attend in the House — 
But, look now, Reader, at the ground of 
this new vote. The papers as voted be¬ 
fore were improper to be produced, it is 
said, because, if produced, the Police Ma¬ 
gistrates might be made to criminate thdm- 
selves! What! MAGISTRATES crimi¬ 
nate themselves ! What were they called 
upon to do by Sir Francis? What was it 
that they were tailed to say which might 
tend to their conviction of crime ? What 
Was it? Why, simply to stale, when they 
Xvere qualified as .lustices, and wlierc these 
qualifications then were and now are. 
That is to say, they were called upon 
merely to shew, (.hat they had those land.s 
and tenements, which they had declared 
and even SW ORN themselves to be pos- 
se.'jsfd of. For, Reader, you should know, 
if you do not already, that each of them 
must, if he has been legally appointed, 
have taken an oath; and, if_they took a 
true oath, what difliculty was there in com¬ 
plying with the Order moved by Sir Fran¬ 
cis Burdett, and voted b;y the Honourable 

House ?-But, let us dive a little deejicr 

into this matter; for, you will. Reader, I 
am sure, agree with me, that it is quite 
fitting, that we shoifld know sometliing 
about the origin of the authority of these 
Magistrates, who have so muchto do in the 
sending of people to pri.son, and in the in¬ 
flicting of punishments of various sorts. 
———1 have alreadj’ staled, that the Acts 
of Parliament, which ^slabti.shed the Po¬ 
lice Offices and the Police Magistrates, re¬ 
quire that the persons appointed to these 
Trlagistrateships,should ALREADY BE 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, a circum¬ 
stance whi^'h ought to be constantly kept 
in view. The rea.son for this provision m 
the Acts wa.s, doulnless, that the Minister 
should be prevented from selecting per¬ 
sons improper to be entrusted with such 
great powers as these Magistrates would 
necessarily possess; the provision was in¬ 
tended as a security to the public, that 
none but gentlemen, already regarded by 
the law as worthy of being Justices of the 
Peace, should be put into offices where 
thfy would have so much to do with the 
liberties and properties of the people.— — 
Therefore, before the Minister appointed 
any one to be a Police Magistrate, it wais 
necessary for him to ascertain that such 
person was already a Justice of the Peace 
^for the County of Middlesex or the Coun¬ 
ty of Surrey, kedording to the locality of 
the particular Police Office in which he 
was to act j fof> if he was appointed with- 
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out being already a Justice of the Reace, 
in one of those two counties, the appoint¬ 
ment most have been illegal, and an open 
and audacious violation of the law. Let 
U.S now see, then, what was necessary, in 
the way of gualijicalion,to make them Jus¬ 
tices of the Peace before they could be le¬ 
gally made Police Magistrates.-No 

man can be made a Justice of the Peace, 
without taking an OATH as to bis qualifi¬ 
cation ;, that is to say, as to his possession 
of certain property at the time when he is 
commissioned to be a Justice of thePeact^ 
or, at lea.st, before he acts in that capacity. 
Tlii.s oath is prescribed by an Act of Par¬ 
liament, pas!>e.d in the I 8 th year of the 
reign of Ceorge the Second (chapter 20 ); 
and. Header, if you baA’e any spark of the 
love of justice and of your country left in 
you, you v. ill pay particular attenl'ion to 
the pri-ambio. of this Act, which is as fol¬ 
lows : “ \Vhereas, by many Acts of ?ar- 
" ii nneiit of late years made, the power 
“ and authority of Justices of the Peace 
« are GREATLY INCREiVSED, whereby 
“ it becomes of the UTMOSl’ CONSE- 
»aUE^JCE TO THE COMMON- 
" WEAL, to provide against PERSONS 
“ OF MEAN ESTATE acting as such; 

and whereas the laws now in force are 
“ not sufficient for that ’vurpose; Be it, 

therefore, enacted, &c. &;c.”-Then 

the Act goes on to provide, that no person 
shall be a Justice of the Peace who has 
not, either in law‘or equity, for his own 
use and benefit, IN POSSESSION, a free¬ 
hold, or copy-hold, or customary estate 
for life, or some greater estate, or an estate 
for some long term of years, determinable 
upon oneor more lives, or for apertuin term 
originally created for '21 years or more, 
in lands, tenements, or hereditaments, in 
England or Wales, of the clear yearly 
value of 100 /. over and above all encum¬ 
brances ; or who shall have a reversion of 
like property worth 300/. a year. The act 
excepts the Peers, Privy •Counsellors, the 
Judges, and eldest sons of Peer.s.certain offi¬ 
cers of /.he,Palace, and Heads of College.s; 
none of whom are, we well know. Police 

Magistrates.-Such is the qualification 

required on the part of these Police Magis¬ 
trates ; and I beg y»u to observe. Reader, 
the language of the Preamble of the Act. 
It .was thought to be of THE UTMOST 
CONSEaUENCE TO THE COMMON¬ 
WEAL that this qualification Should be 
exacted : and for wlisit reason i 
because the POWER AND AUTHO- 
RIIY of Justices of the Peace had been 


SO MUCH INCREASED. But, mind, 
this was Sixty Six Years ago; when lOOL 
was equal to 400/. a year now; and, when 
the power and authority of Justices of the 
Peace were not a twentieth part so great as 
they now ere, which must be well known 
to every man, who has paid any attention 
to the Acts of Parliament passed since that 
time.-Surely, then, if it was of the ut¬ 

most consequence to the comntonweal th at the 
qualification should be insisted on at that 
time, it ought now to be insisted oil with 
the most scrupulous care. Mean indeed 
mast the estate of that man be, who is now 
unable to qualify as a Justice of the Peace. 
His income mu.st be beneath that if a Jour¬ 
neyman printer ! Sorely, then," 1 say^, this 
qualification, which the law has sufiered 
to r.emain unaugmented, ought to be forth¬ 
coming, and clearly seen into, before a 
man be inve.sted with thy power and au¬ 
thority of a Justice «f the Peace of the 

present day.-Now, in order to insure 

obedience to this Act of George the 2d, 
every man (with the exception of Peers, 
&c. as before mentioned) before he can 
act as a Justice of the Peace, is obliged to 
lake and subscribe the following oath. 

" I A. B. do swear, that 1 truly and bona 
“fide have such an Estate, in Law or 
“ Equity, to and for ray own use and be- 

" nefit, consisting of.... 

'* {spec fyiag the nature of the Estatel . 

“ as doth qualify me to act as a Justice of 

“ the Peace for the County of ,. 

“ .according to the true intent and 

“ meaning of an Act of Parliament made 
“ in the eighteenth year of the reign of 
" His Majesty King George the 2d, in- 

" titled an Act &c. &.c. 

" and that the same {except where the quaii- 
'• fication is from an Office or Bemfice] ig 
“ lying or being, or issuing out of, lauds, 
'< tenements, or hereditaments being with- 
"in the. parish, township, or precinct of 

•• .*M.•*.•••.. or in the several 

•• parishes, townships, or precincts of ...... 

.j.in the County of. 

“ or in the several Counties of .. 

" [aj the case may bef\ 

Now, Reader, this is the oath, that every 
one of the Police Magistrates must hav« 
taken before be coold be legally appoint¬ 
ed to his office; because, until he took the 
oath,h&could not be a Justice of the Peace, 
and because, until he rvas a J ustice of the 
Peace, be could not he l^ally appointed 
a Police Magi|trate.-—-The object of Sir 
Francis Burdett’s motion was, to ascertain 
whether these Police Magistrates redly 
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were, »t tbe time their appointiuejit, made. And, besides, Mr. Richard Ryder, 
and now are, dal}' qualified to be Jus- who himself ei/»ress/y osjenicd/o/Ae moritm, 
lices of the Peace, according to the pro- is a Lawyer, and was, surely, as good a 
visions of the law_And, what fs the judge of this matter as the Attorney Gc- 

o^Vcr/on to this? Why, that to make the neral hims. lf. Mr. Richard Ryder says. 
Police Magistrates give an account of that/le had had no communicalion with anif 
their qualifications, is to expose them to of the Police Magistrates upon the sidject; 
criminate themselves! What! expose them but, there bad been plenty of time for such 
to criminate themselves! Expose them to communication, ot any rate; and, I can- 
show themselves to be criminals! How Jong, not help thinking, that the Police Magi.s- 
goodciGod, are we to hear rl?asons like this Irates had better been suffered to produce 
opposed to an inquiry into the conduct of ,an account of their qualifications, than 
men in office ! These men, who hav^ so have been excused therefrom under such a 
much power over the personal liberty and plea. For, if they have not qualifications,, 
'the properly of the people; these men, they are, every hour of their lives, acting 
ufion whose integrity so fnuch of the safety ^legally ; and, if they hail them not when 
of the people of this vast metropolis and at first appointed Police Magistrates, they 

the adjoining counties must dep'end ; these were guilty oi perjury. -Mr. Kctiriclc 

men, w'ho,not only act as Police said, that they niay have soW or exchanged 

trates, but who meddle in all the parish and the property, which they po^sessed when at 
county business of Middlesex and Surrey, first appointed. Very true; but, thci. 
if not for Kent and Essex also; these where was the difficulty of .staling the si- 
men, in danger of being exposed TO CRI- tnation of their present property. That w'as 
MINATE THEMSELVES ! Admit this, all that Sir Francis Burdett required. Mr. 
as Mr. Horner observed, and away go, Kcnrick .said that this might he attended 
at once, all. the inquisitorial powers of wiih inconvenience. Inconvenience! Wliat 
parliament. Away go all its powers of inconvenience? Can it be inconvenient lor 
detecting criminal conduct in any body, any nun just to pin down upon a slip of 
Farewell, even to the pretension to a paper the names of the parish ami county 

power of correcting abuses,-This ob- where his freehold or copyhold is ? For, 

jection was, too, it seems, dLsenvered by really, that is all that Sir Francis Burdeit 
the ATTORNEY GENERAL! This le- required. To a man who has neither 
niency, this tenderness, towards magis- freehold nor copy hold, nor any thing out 
tr%tes who might be led to criminate them- of which his qualification issues ;’'to such 
selves, did, it seems, originate with him. it man it might be incoui'enient in the ex- 
Perfaaps he will carry a little of this treme to comply with the order of the 
feeling towards the press in future; for House, voted upon Sir Francis Burdetl’s 
there^ as he f^ell knows, the parties motion, but to a4i\" one having, as he must 
are compelled to criminate themselves have .raom to have had, a Aonnjfde posses- 
in cases of libel. Mr. Kenrick and Mr. sion, vi'hat*inconvenience did, or could, the 

Perceval and Sir Thomas Turton did not order create?-Mr. Perceval, upon Mr. 

think it right that the Magistrates should Bankes’s suggestion, moved for the parti¬ 
ble exposed to the danger of criminating t culars of the original qualifcaiions of the 
themselves; they appeal to tbe generat Police Magistrates. But, what are these? 
maxim'of our laws ih this respect; hut. These may be got from the Clerks of the 
they might have seen, l^n the laws relating Pence of Middlesex and Surrey for two 
to the prfss, that the proprietor, printer shillings for each Police Magistrate. These 
and publisher of etery news-paper*ls com- answer no purpose ; fi/r, a mere temporary 
pelied ra£e and subscribe an octA, which qualification will not do. Tlie qualifica- 
oath is to be received against him as evi- tion'must be permanent. It must exist as 
tlenee in any prosecution for a libel pub- long as the party acts as a Justice of the 
Ushed in the said paper.—*—But, when did Peace. It will not do for a man to obtain 
the Attorney General make this discovery a possession for a few days, and then con- 
with regard to the danger of exposing the vey it away as soon as he has taken the 
Police Magistrates to criminate iKem- oath. The «Act of George the Second 
selves? Not till several days after the providesamply against this. A Justice of 
House had ordered the papers upon the <the Peace muji ^how and .prove his quali- 
imqtion of Sir Francis Burdett. He was ficarfon at any time, when any one, upon 
in the House, or, at leas|, he spoke there, a qui tarn information, chooses to call upon 
tm the vame evening that the motion was him ; and, surely, as Sir John Newport , 
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observed, the House of. Commons might 
call for information, which any man in the 

community had a right to demand.- 

Tlie penally for acting as a Justice of the 
Peace, without being qualified at the tme 
of acting, is JOOf. which is quite little 
enough. But, how could the required 
statement tend to criminate the Police Ma¬ 
gistrates ? Mr. Perceval said, that an ex¬ 
tract of the proceedings of the House 
might be taken and be given as evidence 
in a court of justice; but who would need, 
to ask for this, when any one in the com¬ 
munity can call for the same information 
from any Police Magistrate ? If any one 
of them be informed against for acting 
without a qualification, he must plead that 
he was qualified at the time of such acting, 
and must prove that he was ; and such in¬ 
formation may be laid against him for 
having acted at any time within six monrfis 
of the date of the information. Where, 
then, was the danger of exposing the Po¬ 
lice Magistrates to criminaie thtmselvesj by 
the enforcing of this Order moved for by 

Sir Francis Burdett ?-The public will 

feel, I am sure, the preai importance of 
this subject. They will feel how neces¬ 
sary it is iliai the Justices of the Peace 
appointed to guard this great metropolis 
and to whom is left so much power, should 
be men of some property, and less than 
100 /. a year is not now worthy of being 
called ^iroperty- consider what 

danger there must be in having these of¬ 
fices filled by men who have no means of 
living independent of the Minister, and 
whom the Minister has iuin his power to 
turn out of their ollices at any moment 
that he pleases. This would b€ laying all 
prostrate at his feet; and, supposing him 
to mean ever so wtdl, and to have no in¬ 
tention to turn this great instrument of 
Police to political purposes; even sup¬ 
posing this, how is he to be surp that the 
men he appoints will not abu.se tlseir 
power ^ What security has he for it ? But, 
if, as the lasv requires, the persons so ap¬ 
pointed by him are already Justices of the 
Vtace, he has a security, though not, per¬ 
haps, so great a one as the importancecof 
the odice demands. In a new Act the 
qualification for Justice of the Peace ought, 
certainly, to be trebled at ]ea.st, in amount 
of property, and care ought *io be taken 
that none are Police Magistrates»vvithout 
possessing property to the^full amount.* 
— ■ - It has been a notion amongst iftime 
persons, that the appointment to tlic office 
•f Police Magistrate gives something of a 


• i j i).i 

qualification. It gives none at all. Tba 
Police Magistrates are only so called in 
comnfion parlance. The law reedgnizea 
no such office. The Police Magistrates 
are Justices of the Peace; as such they act; 
as such they sign their several legal in¬ 
struments ; and the Acts by which they 
are authorised to be appointed and paid, 
are styled Acts “ for the more effectual 
“ administration of the office of Justice of 
“ the Peace in such parts of the counties of 
« Middlesex and Surrey as lie in and near 
*' tjje Metropolis, awl for the more effec- 
“ tual prevention of felonies.”——It wa.s 
thought, at the time of passing the first of * 
these Acts, a great stretch; it was thought 
to be a pretty bold departure from the 
settled lavwof the land, to authorise the 
crov^n to select and pay Juslifes of the 
Peace, removeable at pleasure. This was a 
stride of no trifling, length, especially 
when it was considered how many cases of 
prosecution by the crown must necessarily 
come before these Justices; and, had it 
been proposed at any time other than that 
when the alarm began to be excited about 
the French Revolution, it is probable that 
the passing of such an Act would have 
been no easy mailer. But, at any rate, if, 
amongst oilier evils, growing out of the 
system that has swelled and corrupted this 
great town,,this is to be tolerated, let the 
men, who are appointed by these Acts, let 
the Justices of the Peace who ziq selected 
to watch oveiiinterests so important, be, at 
least, fully and fairly Qualified according 
to law. 

W**. COBBETT. 

State, riison, J\cze:’atc, Friday, 

]st Janu:;jy, 1812 . 


IRISH JURIES. 

« ThougB 1 have but little room left, there 
has. sumettiing so ^poriant, so vitally 
interesting to our very fives, happened in 
Ireland, that I cannot help noticing it 
here.—»—The Trial of Thomas Kirwan, 
Esq. upon a charge similar to thstJ of Dr. 
Sheridan, came on in the Court of King’s 
Bench in Dublin, on the 27lh of January, 
when Mr. Kirwan challenged the array, 
or whole list of the Pannel of Jurymen. 
Upon what grounds he did this the reader 
will now*see, in the report of the proceed¬ 
ings, which, as far as my roo*” allow, 
I shall now copy from the Irish news¬ 
papers, beseeching the reader to pay at¬ 
tention to exfery word of it; tor, compared 
to a matter Jik* this, what are battles 
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•broad, what is tlw fate of Spain and For* 
tagal i^d Sicily! While wf hafc things 
like this before our eyes here, bow, in the 
name of contnion sense, can we look upon 
battles and sieges as worthy of the slightest 
regard ? 

After the Pannel had been called over, 
Mr. Gould requested the Jury would not 
be sworn for a few minutes, until Mrtfiur- 
' rowes was present, as he had somellhing 
very important to state to the Court. 

'the Chi^ Jwnce.—-Can Mr. Burrowes 
have any thing to state before the Jury is< 
sworn ? ' • 

Mr, Bume. —Yes, my Lord, he has. 

Hon. P. Blackwood took the book. 

Mr. Iiurrowe$. —1 am sorry to, have 
caused any delay—it is my duty, how¬ 
ever, to interpose for some tbrther delay 
'before the Jury are sworn—I wish to have 
a previous inquiry to examine into the 
fairness of the pannel, which is as im¬ 
portant as the trial itself. We challenge 
the array, as made between Government and 
Jolm Kingston James, the Sheriff, and by the 
nomination of Thomas Kemmis, Attorney 
for the prosecution. 

T/te Attorn^ General. —^The only object 
in this application is to bring disgrace upon 
the administration of justice —it can be in¬ 
tended for no other purpose ; it is griev¬ 
ously false and unfounded, and I am sure 
my Learned Friend does notjmean to feed 
the spirit of discontent and opposition to 
the laws of the country. 

Mr. Burrowes. —The Learned Attorney 
General cannot deny the charge, of his 
own knowledge, but we have grounds for 
the proceeding. I deny that the 'object 
of it is to undervalue the character of the 
justice of the country, or to throw, un¬ 
necessarily, any imputation upon any per¬ 
son whatever. 

The challenge was.then read to the fol¬ 
lowing efiect 

And the said Thomas Kirwan comes 
and challenges this .array, and says the 
said pannel was made by John Kingston 
James one of the High SheriflCupon the 
nomiifation, and at the instance and re- 
* quest of Thomas Kemmis, then and now 
the Attorney for the prosecution. This 
prosecution he denies, and this you are to 

Robert Hamilton and R.. Heyland, 
Esqrs. Officers of the Court, were sworn 
Tryers. 


Wm. Kenmds, Esq . iwortu 

Is Thomas Kemmis Crown Solicitor 
He is, and so am I. 

Do you know John K. James, one of the 
High Sheriift ?—Yes, I have known him 
since the trial of the Prizage case with 
Lord Ormonde, in which he was de¬ 
fendant. 

When did you see him last f —Yester- 
day. 

Did you see him before, about a week 
ago ?—Yes, at his own house. 

Did you see hfm at any other bouse« 
I saw him at the Corporation-House in 
William-street, on Friday se’nnight. I 
went there and had him called out to 
'ine. 

Did you see him at his own house since 
that clay ?—I did. 

Did you see hinf any where else ?—I de 
not recollect. 

* Would you have forgotten it if you had ? 
—If I had had any conversation with him, 
I would have certainly recollected it. 

Will you undertake to swear you saw 
him no where else ?—Wednesday last, at 
his own house. I do not recollect ! saw him 
any where else; 1 waited at *1)15 house 
upon that day, until be came home. 

You had a conversation with him at the 
Corporation-house?—1 had: 1 sent in my 
.name, and he came out to me. 

You had a conversation with him tben.> 
—I had, about three words. 

Were they relative to the Pannel of 
the Jury ?—-1 gave him the Venire into 
his own hands. 

What did yon say to hinf—did it re¬ 
late to the 'V^ire and the Pannel?—It 
did. 

Have you seen him since ?—Yes, as 1 
have told you, at his own house. 

When you saw him at his own house, 
had you any conversation about the P^^ 
Del ?—I had. 

You had delivered to him the Venire 
before?—Yes, 

What was the purport of your conrer- 
tation ?—I asked him to give me a copy 
of the Pannel, which he refused ; I asked 
htrh to return it to- Court, or give me a 
dbpy of it, but he would do neither. 

Did you ask hin\farther ?—Yes; but he 
said he would keep it in his pocket until 
he came to Court, and would not shew it 
to either p^ty without the direction of the 
Court. ® (To be cmtmuitd.) 


I*cii»lished by R. BAOSHAW, Brydges-Street, Cov«nt • Garden, 
untnaa i—rriBM w luiiuini. remvoiaMb-caun. viwMtnn. 
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The Indexes end Tables will be pub¬ 
lished with the next Number. 


SUMMAKY OF POLITICS. • 

• > 

Juries and Education.— —The sieges 
of Valencia and Ciudad-Hodrigo demand 
some attention. I’hey^ are, or, at least, 
the former is, a great topic for history, 
being one of the greatest events of a long 
war. But, the subject of juries is, or, it 
ought to be, much nearer the hearts of 

0 iy readers.-In reflecting a little upon 

the nature and grounds of challenges of 
jurors, I was led back to the Trial of Mr. 
Arthur O'Connor and others, at Maid- 
tone, by special commission during the 
Anti-Jacobin war ; when, I recoliected 
(for hoiy could I forget it?) the memora¬ 
ble challenge of some of the jurors by the 

Counsel for the Prisoners.-The cause 

was this. A Mr. Arthur Young (a Cler¬ 
gyman of the Church of England) of 
Bradfield, in Suffolk, being indent, some¬ 
time previous to the trial and after the 
Jurors.had been summoned, fell into com¬ 
pany with some nf the Jurors so sum- 
ncioned ; and, having written an account 
of what passed between him and these 
Jurors to a Mr. Gamaliee Lloyd of Bury 
St. Edmund's, Mr. IJoyd, who appears to 
bave made a disclosure of tho letter, was 
aubpmnaed to appear at the Trial—— 
When, therefore, on the 27th of May, 
1798, the prisoners were arraigned, and 
the trial was: about to begin, Mr. Plumer, 
now the Solicitor General, stopped the 
proceedings, and called forth Mr. Llovd, 
who appeared in court and made the fol¬ 
lowing affidavit; and, at the tame time, 
prodace 4 tl^ letter of which the affidavit 
speaks, and a copy of which (extracted 
from the Trial as published by Mr. 
Gurney) is subjoined to it. - — . —M r. 
Paumer spoke with ^eat indignation of 
this acL He dwelt very long and very 
forcibly upon it—-—The R|V£rxnd Ar¬ 
thur VouNG did not appear ig Court, 
though Mr. Plumer stated that he had« 
been sumoioaed. But, od this 1 iriU*ob- 
.serve Hirther berufter, wttsa l lM^e in- 


sad the documents, whjcb I beg of the 
rpder, if he be a fatbm*, to read to hia 
children ; or to make tlu^ children read 
them. They are documents which ought 
to be continually before the eyes of the 
people of England. They ought to be 
framed, and hung up in every house and 
every cottage in this whole kingdom, anti 
ought to be madle known to all the people 
of ivery country in the world. . . 

" Kent to wit. — The King against 
“ “ Jeunes O'Coigty otherwm *caUed James 
" “ Quigley otkenvise catleif James John V'axy, 
" " Arthur O'Cmnof, Esq- ; John Binns, 
“ •• John Allen, and Jeremiah Leary, on a 
* " charge of high treason. 

“"Gamaliel Lloyd, of Bury St. Ed- 
“ “ munds, in the county of* Suffolk, Erfq. 
“ “ niaketh oath and saith, that he this 
“ “ deponent did, on or about the 3d day 
" “ of May instant, receive the leitex 
“ “ hereunto annexed from Arthur Yoopg, 
“ “ of Bradheld, in the county of Suftuik, 
“ " Clerk, jand that he hath frequently re- 
“ “ ceived letters, and corresponded with 
“ “ the said Arthur Young ; and that *he 
verily Ijelieves that the said letter 
" “ js wrilteti by, and in the proper 
“" handwriting of the said Arthur 
“"Young: and this fleponetU furiiier 
“ “ saith, that he saw and conversed 
" " with the said Arthur Young on the 
“ “ I9lh day of May instant; after this 
« “ Deponent had been served with a writ 
“ " of sojtpccna re^quiring his attendance 
w “ at Maidstone, m the County of Kent, 
" "jon the 21st dajfof jVIi*y instant, with 
“ “ the said annexed letter, upon which 
“ » occasion this Deponent informed the 
.““Arthur Young that he was so sub- 
**" pUBuaed fur tl» purpose aforesaid, and 
“ “ urged t,he said Arthur Young to comt: 
“ “ to Matdstpne aforesaid, and meet th« 
charge, and#xtmiuate his fault in the 
** */ best way be was able, concerning 
;wb)ch he hesitated, but be seemed dis- 
'* “ posed to come if there was a place in 
“ “ the coach fpr^him. And this Deponent 
“ “ farther saitli, that the mother qf the 
“ " laid Arthur Yufjing being present on 
« " the said last »»ehtiuR«d occmppi, alse 









•»" urged the said Ar^ar Yawig to in-; may gain the ascendancy. In 

« " form her of 4he names of the Jofort « W | pressed tbit matter so iniucli 

" " mentioned in tbs said letter, to wlioatt ** *' npoh their senses, that if ' any one of 
« »» he bad spoken^ as. stated in the said tbe three is chosen, I ’think sometAuur 
*• " letter, but be refosed^o compiy' w^ith *' *' mpy be .done. These three men have 
" ‘‘ her said request, Whereupdli this De- ‘‘" gained their good fortunes by ftrm- 
" o ponent advised the said Arthur Young ""big, and I think they are NOW 
"“to consult Mr. Forbes, an attorney, *‘" thoroughly sensible THAT THEY 
*‘ ‘‘ and a relation of his, as to what would " " WOULD LOSE EVERY SHILLING^^ 
" be best for him t* do, and to act ac» ‘‘ " BY ACQUITTING THESEFELONS. 
" " cordingly, to which he the said Arthur " " —I have seen, Sir, that detested«hdre, 
‘“‘ Young seemed to this Deponent to ‘*** that atrocious land of despotism, from 
‘‘“assent. Gamauei. Lloyd.”'* “ Shakspeare’s ckfis, Calais steeples, and 
Sworn in Coiirt at Maid- • ""truly I shuddered, not at the preci- 
, *••• stdne, in the County qf(-p j, _ ‘“'pice, but by contemplatingtbevici- 

‘‘“dr(i!at,21s/iJffly, 1798,^*^*“ “ nity to me of a miscreant crew of 
•f**htfore * 3 * , hellions vomiting their impotent ven- 

“ “ Dear Sir, “ " geance, and already satiating their 

“‘f I dined yesterday with '“‘bloody appetites upon my country. 
**" three of the Jurymen of the Blackbui-n ‘“‘Ah! my good Sir, we are safe, it is 
" “ Hundred, who have been summoned to " ‘‘next to a moral impossibility that in 
“ “ Maidstone to the trial of O’Connor " "Sussex or Kent they could land in 
" *' and Co.; and it is not a little singular, “ " force; the batteries, forts, Ac. are so 
‘‘ " that not one Yeoman of this district " " numerous, that hardly a gun-boat 
“ " should have been summoned to an “ " could escape being* blown to atoms. 

“ »» Assize for this county, nor to any of the “ “ But, Ireland, alas ! alas 1 it is lost. Sir, 
“ " Quarter Sessions (excepting the Mid- " “ I fear it is gone.—Here Government 
““ summer) for more than 50 years. *' " are now spending hundreds of thou- 
““ These three men are wealth)'Yeomen, '* “ sands in fortifying what can never be 
*• ••indpartizamohht*’High Court Party/' ‘‘"attacked; they are fortifying the 
" “ Now this is as it ought to be, and as ‘‘ ‘‘ castle with out-works, ravelins, coun- 
“ " they are good farmers and much in my " “ terscarps, ond immense ditches, and 
“ “ interest, to be sure I exerted all my " " they are absolutely burrowing under 
eloquence to convince them how ab- " ‘‘ the rocks for barracks; it is, indeed, 
solutely necessary it is, at the present " "a most prodigious ^undertakingv but ab- 
" " moment, for the security*of the realm, " ‘‘ solutely useless. * It is a pity, indeed 
“ “ THAT THE FELONS SHOULD “ “ it is, when money is so much wanted, 

** " SWING. Li’^pf^dted to them, that " " to see it so wantonly wasted, and all 
" " the acquittaf of Hardy and Co. laid the “ " done in throwing down the cliR'upott 
*‘ ‘‘ foundation of the present conspiracy, " " the beach. Remember me to Mrs. L. 

“ “ the Manchester, London Correspond- " “ and ydur family, assure her we all ex- 
" ing, &c. &c. \ urged them, by all pos- “ " pect a republican visitation.—This 
" " sibfe tneans in my power, TO HANG ‘‘ " county is split into party, but 1 never 
“ “ THEM THROUGH MERCY, a roe- “ “ enter the habitation of a yeoman but I 
“ " raento to others • that had the otheA “ “ see the sword of its owner suspended; 

“ haye soberedipthe deep laid consphacy glorious sight! But the militia, O 
'“"which is coming to light would have "^‘Lord! at Horsham, Shoreham, Ash- 
" been necessarily crushed in its infancy. “ “ ford.Batile’, Lewes, Brighton, Ringmer, 
•« « These,' with many other arguments, I " “ &c. &c. I very seldom meet with a 
•»« »f pressed, with a view that they should go “ “ sober man, 'tis nothing <buU a dreary 
“into court avowedly determined in th^r sight of drunkenness. Fine soldiers 
verdict, NO MAITER WHAT THE **“ action! their pay, their pay so exira- 
EVIDENCE. An idnocent man com- " “ vagant.—I have now as fine a sight of 
roitted to gaol never oilers i bribe to a “"the Chalk-hill* opposite as ever was 
‘‘" turnkey to let him escape, •O'Connor " " seen. The sun is setting upon that 
« " did this to my knowledge. And al- " " vile land, and presents an object not A 
‘“‘though THE JUBGE IS SUFFI- "«little disagreeable. 

" "CIENTLY STERN, AND SELDOM* "" Your’s, truly, 

•" " ACQUITS WHEN HANGING IS " ^ Dover, May-Day. A. Younu.” 

'*• " NEClSSSARY, the»only fear I have is, ' Addressed,-" " Gamaliel Lloyd, Esq*. ; 
« that when the Jury it impannelled, th^ " " Bury St, Edmunds, SuRblk.” ” 





,Wheo Mr.^ Blttmer baid gone ^l^#bugb 
bis exposure of the nature apd tendency 
of such an act> be was asked by one of 
the Judges, whether the Rererena writer 
of the letter was in court, and upon its 
appearing that he had not come, though 
summoned, the same Judge (Heath) ob¬ 
served, that the commission would expire 
before they could proceed to punish him. 
Judge Puller, who presided, said the au¬ 
thor of the letter ought not to pass uii- 
ponisbed, and asked Mr. Plumer if he 
would have him called. He was then* 
called ; but did not appear. The Attorney 
General, Sir John Scott (now Lord Eldon) 
e.vpressed bis abhorrence of the act, and 
pledged himself to do every thing in hil 
power, as far as the law would authorize 
him, to punish the man. After long 
deliberation, it was settled, that all the 
Jurors from Blackburn Hundred, being 
twelve in number, should be set aside, in 
order to be certain, that none of the three, 
spoken of by the Reverend Arthur Young, 
M'ere upon the Jury.——This is a very 
memorable instance of the proceedings in 
the case of challenges; but, the matter is 
not less worthy of observation, and of 
memory, in another respect: I ihean, as 
illustrative of the spirit of those, who 
called themselves of " the high court parly,” 
and who have since taken the appellation 
of Antijacohins. Before I read this and 
Messrs. Tooke and Hardy's Trials, I 
thought ‘the Antijacabins in the right; 
but, this reading cured me. I here saw 
what the Antijacohins really were ; and, 
every day’s‘observation since has only 
tended to make me more and more con¬ 
firmed in my change of opinion. .1 before 
looked upon Mr. O’Connor as one of a 
gang of base traitors. The reading of these 
trials, which trials took place while I was 
abroad, gave my opinions a shake; and, 
1 have since seen quite sufficient cause to 
make me doubt respecting evefy thing 
that was alledged against them.——In this 
letter of the Reverend Clergyman we have 
a pretty fair specimen of Anlijacohinim ; 
and, 1 leave the reader to judge of the 
extent to which that description of per-, 
sons must have carried their boldness, 
whep a Clergyman could tommit such matter 

to paper, and send it off by the post!- 

To comment upon the letter; to attempt to 
paint the heart of the man v/ho could 
write it, would be an insult to the under¬ 
standing and feelings of tbeweader; and 
I shall only add a word or two as to the 
•se, which, 1 think, may he made afit,— 


I pereeiri^ t great Mir ie mgkiag about 

the .edocf^on of the cbildretf of tbe poor,i^ 
in the, the Church q/" 

it appears to me, that a very impor*- 
lanti pOirfr of an Englishman’s educatioit 
ought to consist in the knowledge of his 
rights vnd duties; and, certainly no right is 
more: preciqus than that of having a fair 
trial if accused of any crime, and no duty 
more sacred, than that duty towards our 
neighbour of pronouncing his innocence if 
we believe him innocent. In short, it ap¬ 
pears to me, that, jf some of that time 
whfch is spent in the teaching of cate¬ 
chisms and creeds, in inculcatingl a belief* 
in mysteries, was* spent in teaching boys 
the rights and duties of Jurors, in which ca¬ 
pacity all of them in their turn may have 
to decide upon the lives and properties of 
their fellow-citizens, the alteration would 
be a very great irnprovemlnt. And, as a 
little practical work tor the use of the 
newly-found schools, I would humbly 
recommend to my Lords the Bishops and 
others, who are at the head of the con¬ 
cern, to have the above documents, toge¬ 
ther with the observations marie thereon 
by the Counsel and Judges, put into the 
form of a little book, about the size of a 
Primmer, prefixing thereunto an introduc¬ 
tion explanatory of the circumstances of 
the case, and not omitting to state, because 
truth demands it, that " O'Connor and Co” 
were Jacobins and friends of the republif 
cans of France^ and that the Reverend Ar-- 
thur Youngwas a Clergyman rff the Church 
of England, and an enemy of the republi¬ 
cans of France.——This wauld be a nice 
little book. It would soon be ^under¬ 
stood by any boy above ten years of age ; 
and, if the contents once got safely into 
his mind, I would defy all the world to get’ 

them out again.-His Royal Highnew 

lh^Dukeof*^ork,\t^s, I see, issued Orders, 
from the Horse-Guard% for teaching, upon 
the p1a*n of Dn. Beli^ (who is one of the 
two luminaries, who have come to en¬ 
lighten this nether world) the children of 
soldiers; and he expressly commands, 
that, even before the child knows his letters, 
not a day is to pass without his being 
“ taught to repeat a small portion of those 
“ Prayers, Graces,*8cc. which he is to be 
“ instructed to nsje daily at home; begm- 
“ ning wittt the Lord’s Prayer; then 
“ Graces before and after meat, &c. &c. 
I^wonder what is to be done as to the 
graces in the case of there being no meat at 
home, as will, I am afraid, be found to 
happen nearly seven "days in the week to 
a 





parents aswell as ia children amongst four 
fifths of,the labourers and manufacturers 
tbroogbout the kingdom, fiat, to proceed 
nith His Royal ifigbn^s’s Orders: the 
boys, when they can read, ar* to have put 
into their hands, “ Our Saviour's sermon on 
** the mount — Farables — Miracles, &t." All 
which, of course, the little fellows will 
easily comprehend ; but, unto which I 
would humbly beg leave to recommend 
theadWing of the Little Book above point* 
edout; fW, it is not nterdy an absence 
of the vices of lying; swearing, thieving, 
^and idleness, that constitutes a good man; 
to deserve this character he must know his 
rights and duties as a mhrnbfr^f society ; 
and,^then, if he be a soldier, he will under¬ 
stand the blessings for which lie is fighting, 
or destined to fight.-—Ii is, of cdurse, 
with some dil^dence llist 1 say it; but, I 
pursue a plan pretuy nearly the exact op¬ 
posite of that of Dr. Beil and His Royal 
Highness. 1 begin by teaching my children, 
(or rather leaving them to teach them* 
seflves) the meaning and use qf words. When 
they can write more correctly than nine 
tenths of the humdrums that leave the Uni> 
versity, which they have all hitherto done 
at the age of twelve years, I put into their 
hands those books that tell them what will 
be their rights and duties as Englishmen ; 
I point out for their admiraiipn those parts 
of our history which relate to the struggles 
of their forefathers against oppression and 
tyranny, and for their sorrow those parts 
which relate'to the limes when the people 
were tearing each other to pieces in con¬ 
tentions for th'e predominance of ambitious 
and uspnncipled leaders; but, above all 
things, I endeavour to direct their atten- 
, tion to the conduct of Judges and Jurors, 
and to the various ways of deciding upon 
men's properties and lives. Having once 
seentheirmimlswellsettled as to these mat¬ 
ters; having st-pn them well fixed in their 
notions of duty towalfds their country and 
their neighbour; having seen them in a 
fain way of acting justly and'uiercifully 
tbroUgb lUe, I shall entertain little appre¬ 
hension of their hereafter; and shell leave 
them, when they are capable of judging op 
the (Questions between cinan and man and 
on those between ihe-governaveivt and the 
people, to exerc ise iheir own piatured rea¬ 
son and to form liieir own conclusions, as 
to Parables and Miracles and all the Mys¬ 
teries of religion. 1 propose to publish, o&e 
day or Other, my series of elementary books, 
cot wiihodt some hoQe that it may be of use 
to those who may have been taught toread 


thfOugb tks means of tlieaabscrtptiotis now 
going an; andi in this series, I will cer¬ 
tainly include the little work, which 1 
have now recommended. The " Nt^itmai 
'* Education,” as it is called, will be a to¬ 
lerably good preparatory school for my 
pupils, who would, in the case which 1 aOi 
contieBifilating, have gone through the 
drudgery of learning to read before they 
came into my bands.--—1 do pot confine 
myself to the mere object of leaching my 
pupils not to thifve and rob and murder 
iiimviduats. 1 teach them, that a man 
may be amongst the greatest scoundrels in 
the whole world, and yet not expose him¬ 
self to dn indictment for any of these of- 
fences. 1 teach them how to know the 
cause of all the misery they see amongst 
the poor; I show them the sources wlienee 
this misery flows; 1 point out to them 
those who are tlie real cause of it, and, 
then I'beat at their breasts 'till I force out 
loud indignationlmd bitter ciir-seB against 
the guilty parties. I.shuw tiiepi, as clearly 
as by any operation of the rule of subtrac¬ 
tion, that, if one man lake avvay, fur his 
own use, three pans of the dinner of ano¬ 
ther, that other can have but a quarter 
pait of his dinner lift; and, this is what I 
deem full as useful as any of the Duke of 
York's Graces before meat or after meat. 
One of the Duke's principal objects seems 
to be to teach the pupils to be perfect in 
the Graces to be said before, and after 
meals; one of my principal objects, is, to 
teach them bow to get and keep the meals 
themselves; an object, which, according 
to my rule of estimating, is full as impor¬ 
tant as the Airmer to the happiness oi' 
mankind. I meddle not with the I’ara- 
bles, that being, as I said before, above my 
pretensions; but, I am not silent upon 
the subject of Loaves and fishes, upon 
which ! have one entire-lesson, which it 
would do His Royal Highness’s heart good 
-to read ; or, at least, 1 am very sure, it 
will do a great deal of good to the minds 
of my pupils.——This is a mere sketi h 
of my course of education^ or, rather, it 

is a mere hint at it.-1 embrace all to- 

, pics of any consequence to us in this 
mortal state. Kings, Queens, Princes, 
Princesses, Bishops, Priests, Ministers, 
Law, Church (as far as relates to her tern- 
poralities). Lords, Commons, Army, Navy," 
and,^in short, every rank and degree, per¬ 
son and thing, respecting whom or which 
vt is usefiA ftir my pupils to be informed. 
—Go on, therefore, worthy Sirs; get 
them prepared for „niy hands, and, if they 
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«re ndf 'prbperly y if tbey do not 

go out or my hands wiU} correct notions of 
their duty towards their country, their 
children, and their neighbours, the fault 
shall not be mine. The whole series of 
Hiy lessons will come into one volume, 
price half a crown. Young eyes read 
small print; and, as to the paper, if it be 
just distinguishable from the ink it will 
sufhce. Have no alarms about Friend 
Lancaster and his eternal puffs; for,! 
take upon me to assure, you, that, if the 
boys once read my book, they will nd 
longer be liable to be cajoled and deceived 
by him or by any body else. 

SeaiK.—-—Sieges of * Valencia and of 

Ciudad Rodrigo. -The former of these 

operations closed on the 12 th of January, 
and the latter on the 20 th of the same, 
month.——Before 1 make any remarks 
upon these military events, the Dispatches 
relating to both of which 1 have inserted 
below, the reader will give me leave to 
say a word or two upon the manner, in 
which the venal press of London has acted 
upon this.occasion.——It will be seen, by 
and by, that upwards of twenty thousand 
Spaniards laid down their arms in Valencia. 
Not six days before the news of the fall of 
the place arrived, we were assured, that 
Count Suchet, the French Commands; 
had not more than 15.000 men, and that 
he was ^ harrassed in his rear, that it was 
imposnble for him*to succeed in taking 
the place. Nay, we were told more than 
once, that he had raised the siege, and was 
pursued by the Captain General Blake, 
who commanded the army of Valencia. 

-When the news of the fall of the place 

arrived here, it was announced in an ob> 
scure sort of way, and in a very short pa¬ 
ragraph ; and, care was taken, at the very 
same time, to-iill up the news-papers wittt 
a big sounding account of the " cbfeat of 
" the Prenck” as it was called, at*Tarifa, a 
little despicable village, containing two or 
three score of fishermen's huts. The 
French, ^owsever, owing to the terrible 
rains that fell, appear to have been obliged 
to quit tfaeir ground before this latt^ 
lace, and also to have lost two or three 
undred men. This uTas swelled out into 
a great afiair. The capture of Valencia 
teemed to sink out of sight befj^re it; and, 
indeed, not another word was sai(j about 
Valencia, and Dot another word should we, 
in this most thinking coulktry, ever have 
heard of it. bad it not beea for the co- 
leomt of the French news-pipert) to whmn 
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we ow^ prelMdily, that we do oot ttiU be* 
lieve. that Napoleon was not begten: Of 
Wagram by the Archduke Char1&, and at 
Jerta by,tbe Duke of Brunswick; that we 
do not still beli«^e, that die Stadifaolder is 
sovereign of Holland and the Emperor of 
Germany the sovereign of the Nether¬ 
lands. These French papers are the only 
thing that stands between this thinking 
nation and ignorance as complete as that 

ofCliacktaw savages.-Nota word more 

should we ever have beard about Valencia, 
had it not been for.these papers; but, at 
last, these papers, which, as to such mat¬ 
ters, always, unfortunately, speak ih/ 
truth, and whose editoi'.s are beyond the 
read! of that influence wliich pervades 
our own ;»at last these papers came, and 
bronght os the official details an event, 
which must be considered as a great one, 
even amdngst those, which have taken 
place in the wars of modern France/-- — 
The progress of the siege will be seen in 
the papers below. The result was a 
Capitulation, between Count Suchet and 
the Captain General Blake, by which tbu 
latter accepted of the terms of the former : 
namely, to march out with his garrison, 
iay duw'H their arms upon the glacis, and 
become prisoners of war, but that 2,000 
of bis men should he marched to Aiicant 
to be immediately exchanged against 
2,000 prisoners, in that place and at Mi¬ 
norca.—The Spanish army that surreA- 
dered upon ^jiis memorable occasion, ex¬ 
clusive of Militia and other Irregulars and 
the booty that fell into the liands of the 
French, are, by Count Sflehet, stated as 
follows; 


Captain General (Blake^.. 1 

General in Chief (O’Doonel) 1 

Field Marshals. 6 

• Lieutenant Generals.. 4 

Brjgadiet Generals.....^.. 22 

Commissioned Oflicers under 

the Bank of Brigadier General 893 

Miners. 383 

Artillery-men. • 1,400 

Troops of the Line. 16,I31' 

Sick in the Hospitals......... 1,950 


Total number of Persons. 20,791 


Pieces of Artillery .. 

Pounds of powder. 180,000 

■ Cartridges ... 3,000,(X)0 

Cavalry and Artillery horses 1,300 

Stands of Cokiurt.. 2f 

. • I' 
















This is sach M efea Napoleott 

litmself i^as seldom mad#; and, thisgr^ 
was made, loo, with scarcely any loss on 
the side of the Frencht-^*—-Suchet has 
now, since 1 was sent to this fail for writ* 
iftf; about the Local Militia and Hanore- 
riai» Troops, sent upwards of FORTY 
THOUSAND OF OUR ALLIES PRI¬ 
SONERS TO FRANCE. Our news-pa¬ 
pers tell UR, ihai Sachet was, before the 
French Revolution, a Burber. itgad, he 
sbaves at a great rale! At the lowest 
price; at a penny a shave, his work, ,in 
the last yeai 'aixl a half, comes to <£.16(> 
ISs. ‘Id .; and in the case of whiskers and 
musiachios, it is but fair* to allpw double 
price. Mercy, keep him at a dist&nce 
from our side of the peninsula; for he 
really seents to shave wdh a scythe, hnd 
his progress to .be as fatal as that of Old 
T'iine himself. If he,kceps on at this rate, 
he will send away bodily the “ universal 

f Spanish nation’* into France.-Our 

venal news-p ipers cry out against poor 
Blake ; but, what would their editors have 
.done, had they been in Blake’s situation ? 
Why, they would have surrendered at the 
first summons instead of the second : that 
is all the diRerence. Blake had seen the 
fate of Tarragma. which Valencia assur¬ 
edly would have shared; and, would it. 
have been right to expose a fine city and 
one half of its inhabitants to destruction ? 
But, he obtained better terms, at any rate, 
than the Hanoverian Atnijf, did for tlie 
Electorate. They laid down their arms 
and gave up their country and its inha¬ 
bitants without‘a single stipulation in their 
favour. Blake begins by stipulating for 
the safety of the persons and property of 
the people of Valencia ; for respect to¬ 
wards their religion; for an abstinence as 
to all inquiry into the past couduct of any 
of the people; apd for liberty'' for those 
to remove, who ^hose it, with fheir effects. 
Blake did not stipulate that his army 
ahoul i be paid by the people after laying 
dowp its arms, as the army of*Hanover 
dit^ Blake and his men did not purchase 
• tbeiHr personal liberty at the expence of 
the Valencians, as the army did at the, 
expellee of the people ^f the Electorate. 
Blake and his army gave themselves up ; 
but they saved the city and tlje people. 
Besides, who is to say how bis army aqd 
the militia stood anected towards the 
cause ? What do these idle babblers in* 
London know about that? It suits them 
to represent the *' onjversal Spanish na¬ 
ff tipif’' as being all ready to lay down 


their lives, rather Rtan yield to the Fmncli. 
'fhis aoHs their purpose of deception. Brd, 
this is not true because they say so; and 
the Spanish commanders have, in fact, a 
most unthankful task to perform. Their 
reputation is sacrificed because it sukt 
these writers to represent them as being 
in the midst of a nation all armed and alt 

zealous in the cause.-^-However, do 

these writers, who have so often compared 
the Spaniards to the Americaits, recollect 
any such iransactipns as this in America? 
£> > they recollect any such amongst the 
republicans of France ? No : nor do I 
believe, that they would have seen any 
such in Spain, if |.he war bad been for the 
people and not for Ferdinand. The advo¬ 
cates of this war arc in a sad dilemma. 
They are penned up on every side. If 
they say, that the Spaniards are fighting 
bravely and doing their utmost against 
the French, then what fellows must those 
Frisnch be, thus to carry on ine war 
against the " universal Sftnnish nation” 
and that, too, at so great a distance from 
France ! What! with nearly 20 ihousand 
regulars besides militia, in a, foitified 
town, and with every soul in the whole 
country around their enemy : to triumph 
under such circumstances! If they can do 
this, what is toomucliforthem ? If they say, 
on the contrary, that there was cowardice 
or treachery amongst the Spaniards; 
then what have we to secure us against 
more of this; what feliance have we that 
the infection will not spread; and what 
hope have we of a successful issue to the 
contest, especially when we now see not 
a stroBg place, Cadiz excepted (for Ido 
not reckon Gibraltar), remaining in the 
bands of the Spaniards ? Do we entertain 
the hope of delivering Spain without the 
assistance, or against the wishes of the 
Spaniar-ds ? There may be persons in this 
most thinking nation to entertain such a 
hope; but, the hope, like those who en¬ 
tertain it, is foolish and mad.-Count. 

Suchet has, it seems, been created a DUKE 
by the Emperor upon the (ecfipt of the 
intelligence of this great achievement. 
Ho is now IHiie qf Albqfera, the name o^a. 
Lake lying liear the scenes of bis great ex¬ 
ploits. But, he bifSearned this title; it bas 
not been bestowed upon him for equivocal 
actions ; for fruitless victories carrying io 
their immolate consequences all the 
appearance of defeats. It has been be¬ 
stowed, upotr him for decisive and great 
victories, such as history will speak of as 
forming epochs in the war; fund such m 
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the hi4ori«ii wUl etop to deteil >»tththe 
nieiltion of dactes sod namet. Forty thoo- 
mnd prisooers sent to France, and half a 
kingdom put into the hands of his maM«r: 
these are the deeds for which Suchet has 
beeu recompensed by the title of Duke; 
and, as to the pecuniary part of his reward, 
it ia not to come out of the pockets of 
the people of France.-—Let us now turn 
to our side of the blood-stained Peninsula, 
where, on ihe20:h of January, after a siege 
of eleven days, our arpiy has taken the 
city of Ciudad Rodrigo by storm. Thf 
details of the o|)era^inns will be found 
below, in the Official Dispatch, which was 
communicated to the English public ac¬ 
companied with the firing of the Park ai^ 

Tower Guns-The number of killed 

and wounded officers on our side (for 1 find 
no account of any on the sideof the enemy) 
shows, that our army must have had some 
hard fighting, and that the leaders were 
not sparing of their persons, which I am 
always glad tb see; but, which, nor any 
other mark of valour, I never will speak of 
as any thing new; 1 never will speak of it 
as a thing which is come to us since the 
Pitt system has been at work upon us. 
When I hear of our army behaving well, 
displaying great steadiness and courage, 1 
can only say,.that I am glad to hear, 
that they, too, are not debased; but I 
shall never exult at it as something that 
any body has lately ir{f 'med into them; 1 
shall never speak ol *it as, in any degree, 
arising what is called discipline; 1 shall 
never speak of courage as a quality that 
has been co'ntnamicated to Englishmen.—— 
The account of the troops faken in Rodrigo 
is given as follows: . 


The Governor (Banier). I 

Commissioned Officers . .. .7B 

Troops....... 1700 

Total. 177y 

Pieces of Artillery . 15 3 


This, to be sure, isa triRing affair com¬ 
pared with the capture of Valencia, with¬ 
out taking into view the circumstance, that 
ohr whole army and shat of the Ponu* 
guese were employed in the undertaking. 
These armies ought to amount to about 
sixty or seventy thousand meiT, allowing a 
great many thousands for other duties. 
Against such a force a garrison of less idian 
two thousand could haHly be expected to 
held out any length of time.’ One half of 


moit faeve been killed in-the coarse 
of anodaier 45 days. Such an army was 
able M suriround the place in su^ a way 
as to give to no single point a moment's 
rest. Ibel'e is, therefore, no very great 
glory in this achievement, though, as far 
as it goes, it is unequivocal success, and 
it is the first of that character on our side 
except the achievement of General Hill. 
——In its cmsequences, however, I do not 
believe, that this victory will be very de¬ 
cisive. I do not even believe that a gar* 
rison of English troops will be put into it; 
and, if that should be the case, we shall 
only have gained to the amount of th# 
prisoners we have made, deducting from 
thattour loss in killed and wounded. The 
fall of Valencia gives almost the finishing 
blow to war in the interior of Spain. It 
leaves all the French armies at liberty to 
pursue their designs on the*side of Portugal. 
It dissolves those bands, by which they 
were infested. And, it will, probably, not 
be long before our army will begin to 
feel its effects.——Napoleon, however,, 
will, i should rather suppo.ae, leave our 
army, for some time to come, where it is, 
undisturbed. It is a tolerably quiet spec¬ 
tator of what is going on in Spain, and it 
has not the power lo be otherwise. Na¬ 
poleon’s interest points out to him to let 
our army remain where it is; it costs us 
half a millibn a month, and it does him 
but very little harm. I am sure 1 do net 
see any spot in this world, where’ it could 
possibly do him less mischief, or give him 
less annoyance; and, it is impossible to 
point out a spot where would be mors 
expensive to us. 

The Restrictions.— This nation, this 
most thinking nation, seem to be looking 
forward to the cessation of the restrictions 
qpon the Regent with as much longing as 
I look forw ard to tbaeiid of my impi'tson- 
ment, or as a handsome abd healthy young 
girl looks forward to the death of a de¬ 
bauched. and battered and enervated old 
rake, whom her vain or greedy parents 
have driven her to marry for his lUle or. 
his money. Why this most thinking na¬ 
tion do so long, L really, cannot see. Do 
they think that the change will lessen the 
taxes; that it .will abolish sinecures and 
pensions^ tliat it will give us peace; that 
it will put a stop to ihe jirogress ol the 
^arms of Napoleon ; that it will make bread 
cheap; or that it will re-open the chan¬ 
nels for our manufactures? What do they 

think then? Thd* truth is, they do not 
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know trbat theyth))^, or what they wUh. 
They feeltpressed oh all sides. They ire 
ill, and, hke all people afflicted with a‘ 
lingering eomplaifit, th^ tbipk a change 
of any sort will inake thein"^1)ettei-.»— 
"We ^all see what the Pritice iv}U do 
when the Bestrictipns are off,” is a coin- 
mon observation, and a very true one, but 
one that is quite superfluous ; for, to be 
sure we shall see what he will do* but, to 
expect fbat bo will do any more than he 
has done for a year past, except, perhaps, 
make a few people Peerk, is an expectation 
fpr which no reason can be give'n* As to 
the Catholics, for instance, he will have, 
at the expiration of the Resmctiuns,.no 
power which he has not now. All that 
be can do is to change his Ministers, 
and that he might have done any day 
during the last ysar. He may dissolve 
the parliament; and so he might last 
March, or at any time since. And, if 
he were to change bis Ministers, what 
would that do ? Would it lessen the taxes t 
Will any one ofthe expectants say,that he 
will propose the taking off of o <«x? Will 
be say, that he will propose the abolition 
of sinecures, and of pensions given with¬ 
out cause assigned ? Will he say, that 
he will make, or support, a proposition for 
giving the people an equal representation 
in parliament ? Will he say, Uiat he will 
cu;;tail those enormous expences, which 
are felt by eyery creature in the commu¬ 
nity i No : not a man of those who ex¬ 
pect to come into power will say this; 
and, that being the case, what have the 
people to hope from the cessation of the 
Re8ii;iciion8?——-To what does all the long 
debating tend? Does the reader ever see 
any thing come out from either party to 
encourage him to hope, that any of the 
changes, that I have been speaki^jg of, are 
intended ? What interest, therefore, hav#‘ 

the people in these debates ?-No, 00 "; it 

is not the Restrictions upon the Regent, but 
the Restrictions upon the Hank, to the ter- 
mindtion of which we have to look for a 
remedy'for the evils that exist. W^heii- 
exer these Restrictions cease, we shall, in¬ 
deed, see what will be done. And here, !• 
cannot help observing what a difference 
there is in the tastes of some people. The 
Prince was very loth to have Restrictions 
imposed upon him; and is, of course, 
eager to get loose from them; whereas tlie 
Bank asked to have Restrictions imposed 
upon them, and object ptost vehethently 
to the removal of th6m«.represenfing such 
a measure as an injury to themselves and 


dealructiiw to tlih df 

feelihjg tefainped in by thd 

Restfictiott Act, the Gentlemen cf Thread* 
needle Street seem, like true ChrisdanA, tdi 
cofisidef their bondage as perfect free* 
dom.”-*—When the train of events hai 
produced a removal of these Restrictions, 
and produce it it will, then, and hot till 
then, the nation' may look for a great aqd 

salutary change in its affairs.--In the 

mean while, it becomes every man, who 
hfs it in his power, to represent to the 
people the trke causes of their sufferings, 
and to dispose their minds for the adop¬ 
tion of such measures as the exigencies of 
the times may require. It is useless for 
men to fret and he impatient. We can 
none of us hasten or retard the event, to¬ 
wards which all things are working. 
Steady and persevering efforts to make the 
great mass of the people see ihe real causes 
of the effects they.*feel, i.s all that is to be 
expected from any man, and it U, at pre¬ 
sent, all the service ihlst any man can ren¬ 
der his country. Men, seeing that their 
efforts produce no uistWe effect, are apt to 
yield to feelings of disgust. But, this 
proceeds from want of reflection. The 
farmer might as Well say that he will nOt 
sow a second field to-day, because that 
which he suWed yesterday Iras no corn 
growing upon its surface. There must 
not only be time for the seed to quicken 
and take root before it spring up, but the 
season must also come before the fruit can 
be expected. 

W*. COBBETT. 

Hioie Prisoh, Newgate, Pridfsy, 

Tth February, lil2. 

• 

IRISH JURIES. 

(Concluded from p. IGO.J 

On the flrst day what did "you say to 
him ?—But a very few words. 1 told him 
the time was very short, and to return the 
Venire and Panne I as soon as he could— 
and he said he would. 

When you asked him at his house for 
the Pannel, what did you farther say ?-r- 
1 told hint 1 did not care if he also gave a 
copy of it to the other party ; and 1 said, 
if he refused it, the tourt would grant it. 

When you desired him to return the 
Pannel and ,Vehire, did you mean to’he. 
returned to you ?—No. 

* Did you infin^ate to him that it was thO 
wisIfoS any person that he should give 
you the pannel ?—Jfo—I claimed it as h 
right. 






Did yod My itiy iMng iA(h« ?<^Tfo. 

Do yoa positively stote that nothing 
further passed i—I recollect nothing else. 

When you snaked tlie SheriiT the first 
day at tlie Corporation'house for the pan¬ 
ne), what did he say ?»«-Notbing. But 
when 1 asked him for it at his own house, 
he said, he' was an officer between the 
Crowrn and the Public, and could not give 
jt to either party. 

When yon went to him a second time, 
did you not think he hpd consented to 
give it to you upon the first application ? 
—I did not. 

Did you ever ask him for a copy of the 
pannel but on two occasipns ?—Kot that 
I recollect; when he refused me so po-* 
sitively, I did not think it of any ose to 
ask farther. 

Did you not send since for a copy of the 
pannel ?•—The very day he refused me, 1 
sent Mr. Carmichael to him for it, but he 
refused him also. I did not know Mr. 
Carmichael had been refused, or I would 
not have called for it. 

Do you know of any^other person ap¬ 
plying to.the SheriiT for the pannel?—! 
do not know of any application. 

Did you, since Wednesday last, become 
acquainted with the pannel or any part of 
it?—Yes; 1 met a Juryman who told me 
they had been summoned. 

What are iheir names?—The Attorney 
‘General here interposed, and said it was 
quite irrelevant whfll persons, who meet 
in the streets in this way, had said npon 
the subject.. 

(Some discussion arose qpon the ques¬ 
tion. Tlte Court said it was a departure 
from the issue. The witness withdrew by 
order of the Court, while the point was 
debating, and the question was over¬ 
ruled.) 

Crots-Examined hy the Attorney General. 
—On Friday you delivered the Venire to 
the Sheriff ?—Yes. 

Was it not your duty to do so?—Yes. 

When was' it returnable?—The first 
day of thtt Term,, 

(The direct Examination was here .re¬ 
sumed by Mr. Burne.) , 

Did you hear what names were on the 
pannel, in any other vf&y but from per¬ 
sons who told you they were summoned ? 

. The Attorn^ General objected to the 
question, but after some arguraeq): it was 
allowed to be put: and the witness said, 
T»tfy,Idid. * • • 

In what ether way ?—I got a list of 
names, %$hich I understood were to be iqxm 
the punnelf and some of them are upon it. 


From lidtoia did yon get itf^Hor*- 
thc witness made a long pause, and islied, 
JT ^ mutiW that qiustUm 

tci^. 

Tne Auemey General objected to tbd 
queation. He skid the conduct of any 
other individual could not afiect the issue 
-^bnt the Conrt ordered the witness to an¬ 
swer the question, who said—" I got it 
FROM Sir CHARLES SAXTON." 

Have yon that list here ?—No. ^ 

Where ia it?— It tnay be at Kildare street. 

Where did you seq it last?—At Kildare 
strelt. 

Are you sure it is not in Court?—I can¬ 
not tell. 4 

When did you get it ?—^Friday evening 
last. 0 

Where I—At the Castle. 

Sir Charles Saxton holds his office there ? 
—YeS ; he is Under Seeretar^. 

Do you recollect what number of names 
the list contained ?—1 do not. 

Were there one hundred ?—No, nor 
near it. 

Were there fifty ?—About fifty. 

Were there more ?—There might ba 
more. 

Was any perSon present when you re¬ 
ceived it ?—No. 

Did you go to Sir Charles for it?—No; 
I was at the Ca.stle upon some other bnsi- 
ness, and he handed it to me. 

Did he hear the Sheriff bad refused tp 
give it to you ?—I do not know, * 

Was the list marked when you got it ? 
—No; there were neither marks or num¬ 
bers to it. • 

When did you see it last?—Yesterday, 
at Kildare street. 

Look at your papers, and see if it be ih 
Court. 

The witness examined his papers, and 
s^id he hud it not. 

Do you know if ypu made hny copy of 
it ?—I was copying it. • 

Did you shew it to any person ?—I 
made seaaral inquiries about the names. 

From whom ?—^The question was ob¬ 
jected to, but allowed to be asked. 

The witness said he made some inquiry 
about the names, of Alderman Carleton 
and Mr. Hall, folmerly Law Agent to tba 
Police. 

Are airthe names in that list in the pre¬ 
sent pannel ?—I believe they are. 

{Here the list was much pressed for, and 
the Chief Justice intimated his wish that 
it should be produced.—Here Mr. Thomas 
Kemmis produced il^ Lut, and he was swora.) 





Wotdd it injitce Ute cause •o|‘. yeur client 
if ,you answered Uiequestion^ ivtiU,not 
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. Where did tie lilt come from ? -Fhen I 
(igr pocket. , j 

. Why did you isarcAyonr deA when you 
knew it was in your pocket}—I haTe had 
it there some daysr-/ did pot re&d^ct it. 
The ^aminaiwn W. Kemmis raumed. 
Are all the names upon the pannel 
which has been called ibis morning', upon 
the list ? No; the first name is Sir Thomas 
Newcomen, and Luke White’s name is 
jalso upon it. ' 

(Mr. Burrowes requested the Olftcer nf 
the Court to examine the names, and aee 
had they differed, and if some names Were 
not put at the bottom, instead of being 

f jermitied to remain ugon the top,of the 
ist. The list was examined* accordingly 
—the names of T. T. Frank and P. WiU 
kinson appeared not upon papnel. 
There were twelve others also omitted; 
and there wens some upon the pannel, 
which did not appear upon Sir Charles 
Saxton’s list.) * 

Do you know the hand-writing of the 
numbers put to the list ? No; there are 
numbers put to it in pencil. 

. Did you put any of these numbers to 
it 1 1 did some, and my fattier did others. 

Mention how many different kinds of 
marks are to it? All the writing in ink 
annexed to the names is my father's. 

For what purpose did you annex nurn- 
hers to it ? To mark that thov were loyal 
men. 

* Js the cross the mark of loyalty ? 

Jut^e D«y.—We are wimdering from 
the subject. Why did you put numbers 
to the list ? Tp enable my -father to make 
inquiries. 

Here is 1, 2 and 3->how comes it that 
instead of 4, the next should be a jump to 
27 ? 1 do not know—the numbers were 
made at different times. 

When did you make the firsts The day 
Tgotit. . , * 

When did you mahe the last ?—Yester- 
day, ' 

Why did you go from 3 to 27—-what 
dlobs 27 refer to ?, It might have Seen that 
my father had another list. 

Why does 4 follow 27, and why did 
you put it there ? I put them in the orddr 
in which my father was making them out, 
and those numbers referred ttf a list be 
•nd I were making. . . 

Where is the other list: My father has it. 
Mr. Thomas Kemmis was here asked, 
where the other list was ? He asked, » tm 
I hound to answer the question P' 

]f it would crmitnciet yourself, you are 
not. 


teUyou. ' . j ' 

(A discussion here aroiie, (which we 
mutt postpone) if the witness was bouhd 
to answer the question. The question 
was again put.) 

Where is the list your son alluded to ? 

I have it: it was made for the purpose of 
enabling me to.make challenges. Here 
the list was produced aud handed to Mr. 
W. Kemmis. 

: Is that,the list? It is a duplicate of 
some of the names. 

Are there any private marks upon it? 
No. 

> Mr. Johnson.-^li it be stated that the 
list agrees with the pannel, can it be pos¬ 
sible the Court will not let me discover 
that fact ? 

Do the pencilled numbers in the list 
agree with ibe numbers in the pannel ? No. 

Read this.—Cook at the name of Joseph 
Atkinson. His name is the same number 
in each list? He is in fact 31) in tbe list, 
and 38 in the pannel—hut there is a mis¬ 
take in the numbers. The first name is 
the pannel is Sir Thomas Newcomen, but 
that name is erased, and the number was 
allowed to remain. 

(Here it was shewn that several names 
had the identical same number in the 
list and in the pannel.) 

On your oath, did the coincidence pro¬ 
ceed from design, or a miracle ? ll cannot 
tell. 

Do you believe it could be accidental ? 
No. 

Can you explain what purpose the num¬ 
bers in pencil could have answered in your 
challenging ? 

Why did you put some of the names 
out of the order.’ 

Here the list was pressed to be seen. 
Judge Day said, if the marks are unintelli¬ 
gible they may be seen; but it was con¬ 
tended .that they referred to the character 
of the Jury, and ought not to be dis^ 
closed. 

Mr. Burton said—it appelirs*tbat the 
panhel is merely an amendment, or rather 
aVider upon Sir Charles Saxton’s list; but 
if tbe marks to the r^mes are unintelligible 
to all but Mr. Kemmis, surely the list might 
be produced.—It was agreed that the 
Officer of the Court should copy the list 
without*4tie marks, in order to compare it 
wit^j the panjiul* and tbe list was made out 
accordingly. 

After much further examination, ii| 



K»ii 

wliicii iUrtliing ttatedal was elicited, £()> 
ward Croker, Esq. was examitted respecU 
iag the (itne of his heing served with a 
summons. He answered on 'Saturday 
morning, and the Counsel for the Tra* 
versers drew as an inference from the cir¬ 
cumstance that there was a possibility of 
many of the Jury being summoned on this 
day, that is a day nftet- the Ust was obtained 
from Sir C. Snxton. 

Mr. Sheriff Jamei sworn and examined 
by his Majesfy’s Solicitor General. 

Is High Sher-ft* of the City of Dublin—^ 
identified the Pannel—formed that Pan- 
hel himself without the suggestion or inter, 
ference of any other person-kept the Pan¬ 
nel in his possession, nor did he, save firt 
about an hour, leave ii out of his possession. 
This was to th«- Sub-SUerilF Cun form no 
Judi'ment how the copy cv.me mto the huntit of 
Str Chartte Saxton —admits that the Utta are 
tttarly smilar, but swears pogitivel}' that he 
had no communication whatever directly 
or indirectly with the Castle or Crown So¬ 
licitor with Sir Charles Saxton, or any 
agent of bis. with Mr. Kemtiiis or his son, 
or any agent of theirs—that he was not 
influenced by any human being in the 
formation of ihe fiannel—'hat he had com¬ 
munication with no person—'bat so far 
from coininunicaiiiig the names in the or¬ 
dinary course to the hub-Sherift^ he had 
him at his bouse in making nut the p-annel, 
and further, that all the names in the 
Grand Paiinei, just read to the Court, were 
written with his own hand—that be did 
this, lesi by any chance the names of the 
persons summoned should come to the 
knowledge of the Crown Boltciior or any 
other person. Mr. Kemmis, gin. called 
on him, and he admitted that he asked 
him. the Sherifl’ fi>r a list of the pannel. 
This witness refused, and intimated to Mr. 
Kemmis, at the same time, that he was an 
officer, standing between the people and 
the Crown, and that he would ndl divulge 
the business of his office*. Mr. James 
added, that if the Crown SoHcitof and the 
agent of the opposite party, the Tra- 
versers, agreed, be should furnish both 
with copies of the Grand Pannel; but that 
he would not give a copy to either in¬ 
dividually. • 

On being banded the Pannel, and being 
desired to explain why the name of Sir 
Thomas Newcomen, Bart. wBs erased, he 
replied that it was not done until Saturday,. 
vund at the particular request of Air. ^ 
Montgomery, who mentioned that the 
Worthy Baronet would be detained by 
jome particular business, 


The SoHttitor Gehetai then eaqiiired 
whether he was influenced in tntdtiRg. 
this erisure by any person connected wi A 
the Castle—by Sir Charles Saxton, or by 
Mr. Kemmis, the Crown Solicitor, or 
agent of the latter ? No, by the virtue bf 
my Oath. 

Solicitor General. What is the next 
name I see erased ? A. Daniel Kenehan. 

Why was the name of Daniel Kenehan 
erased ? A. Because he is on the ^rani( 
Jury, and 1 considor it incompatible with 
bis functions, as a Petit Juror. 

Mr. Solicitor General here repeated the 
question he before asked, relative to the* 
interference of th« Castle or Crown Soii- 
citon 

Mr. Jamff, as before, answered in the 
negative. 

The next erased name was Tames Nu- 
gent. • 

On the SheriflT beihg asked why this 
name was erased, he answered that it was 
ai the particular solicitation o 
Nugent, his brother, the late 

With respect to the other names, about 
four in number, which were in a similar 
way erastd, Mr. James gave a similar an¬ 
swer, always mentioning at whose instance 
the erasure was made. 

Croiss- Examined by Mr. GooM.—Nothing 
material came out from tbiscross-examina*. 
tion. except'tbat Mr. James avowed him¬ 
self an Irishman.—Being asked with re¬ 
spect to the coincidence between the num¬ 
bers on the ffannel, and the numbers in 
Str Charles Saxton’s lut; he said be could 
nut account for it—tbaW it exceeded his 
powers qf conjecture —that however he did 
not think U a miracle, but that Govemmnt 
must have got a copy; he knew not how- 
all he knew was, that it was not with his 
privity or consent they obtained any such 
list. • 

* When Mr. Sherili^ame&’s Evidence was 
cohdluded, 

Mr. Surrowea addressed the Court, and 
in his ujual ardent, impressive and rea- 
soning mode, insisted that there was suf¬ 
ficient evidence of corrupt tampering on 
the part of the Castle. With respect to 
Mr. James, the Sheriff, he was willing to 
allow that be hafll no participation in the 
management. No person could have con¬ 
ducted hhnselt' more honourably ; but he 
contend that the Under Secretary having 
obtained the Pannel, there was sufficient 
proof, by the alacrity with which he com¬ 
municated it to the Crown Solicitor, and 
by the node in which the latter acknow* 


Mr. George 
Sub-Sheriifl 
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ledged he htd used it»*by thd pecunar 
■ituation in which Sir C^Mles Saxton stood 
with regard to the traversers, and by the 
obvious management €n the part of the 
Crown, there was, be contetided, sufiiicient 
to^ihew that the Secretary and Solicitor 
combined and confederated among them* 
selves on the subject. One part was ob- 
vioos, 'proved by the Crown, Solicitor, 
namely, that Sir Charlet Saxton^teas inpos- 
smion^of the I’annel. Another fact was 
equally Incontrorertible, namely, that the 
Crown Solicitor ohtaine4 it from the Secretary 
—no matter how the Secretary came by 
dt. Combine those facts, and what is the 
inevitable inference ? lie woyld not press 
it more strongly on the Oentlemen Triers. 
The thing was too broad and nbvious for 
commentary or argument. After a.va¬ 
riety of observations, Mr. Burrowes con¬ 
cluded by recorfimending the Triers to re¬ 
collect the aw'ful and delicate station in 
which they stood—their functions were, 
if po.ssible, more important than the Jury 
which were to try the issue, for they, the 
Triers, were to pronounce upon the purity 
of such a J ur"y. 

The Tuiers (Two officers of the Court) 

found as>umst the < Jtullenge.-Of course, 

Uie Jury STOOD AS IT WAS. 


THE TEIAL 


Mri. Kiuw-an was found G-UILTY by 
thjs Jury. 

Upoa*aIl this the reader must be left to 
make Am oti% observations^ 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Spa.in.— to tlx Siege and Capture 
of tlx City of Valencia hy the F'rench, 

under Count Suchet. -!l7« UiS‘ 

patches are addressed to his Highness the 
Prince of Wugram and Neiffchutel, by 
Count Suchet, under the mtes asfot^ 
low. r , • 

Camp before Valencia, Dec. 29, 1811. 

-«* JVlonscigneur,—.After the battle of Sa- 

gunto, I remained in my position, w'itli 
my right at I.yria, my left at Grao, and 
my centre in the suburbs of Valenci^. 
During this time the en^my collected Ull 
the disposable force the^ litd Murcia, 
and the bther points of Spain. I had 
judged it itocemry, before invftstihg the 
place and opening the trehches^ to have 
every requisUe for th^ siege in readinesh. 
▲ part of the carts were employed in 
bringing in provisions for the armyi h 
twat ^mdy wHh the gfOatest ^Rwis tllBt I 



able to coUect iii lbe coarse of thp 
momb 100 tweaty-foor {witoders, a»d 30 
mortars and howitaefs, with* their nee'esv 
sary apparalos; they are at this moment 
aneXed to the park of the siege.—On the 
24tlj, I repsdred to Segotbej where I re¬ 
viewed the division of General Count 
Rcllie, which I found in the best condi¬ 
tion. I am alsdejctremely well satisfied 
with the division of Severoli. I caused 
these troops to arrive by a forced march 
of 50 hours on the banks of the Gnadala- 
Viar. On the 26{h^ In the merning, two 
wooden bridges were speedily established 
by the corps of engineers, and the ajrtillery 
at the same time threw over a bridge of 
boats. General Reille began to pass 
the river. General Hariape advanced 
upon Torente. General Broussard, at the 
head of '160 hussars, passed the river, and 
charged a squadron of the enemy, which 
he broke, but abandoning himself to the 
pursuit^ be arrived on the line of the in¬ 
surgents wounded, and fell into the handa 
of the enemy; bis brave Aid-de-Camp, 
Robart, pursued, making his body a ram¬ 
part for his defence. The rest of the de¬ 
tachment escaped with only the loss of 
eight men. Immediately the 4th of hossarS, 
and I5lh of cuirassiers, who were on their 
march, put themselves on the full trot, and 
soon came up with the cavalry of the in¬ 
surgents, which they defeated. The in¬ 
surgents, however, preserved a good coun- 
teirance in the entreircbed camps'of Ma- 
ntsscs and Quarte. General Musirier 
marched straight upon the camp of Manis- 
ses. I had ordered the division Palotn- 
bint to advance*upon the right flank of the 
enemy between 'Valencia and the cn- 
treiiched camp. This attack was second¬ 
ary, but it became principal. It wa.s said 
the success of this day vi>oald be owing 
principally to the soldiers of Italy. The 
intrepid Italians crossed the river with tbe 
water up to their middle, and charged the 
enemy #ith shouts of ‘ Viva 1’ Emperator 
Re.* (liong live the Emperor and King). 
General Balaithter, at the head of tlie 2d 
light, and 3d of the line, ltalian.s, forced 
several entrenchmentsj crossed sevefal 
canals’, maintained himself against tripi# 
the number of troops, and gave time t.o the 
2d brigade, eonstSting of the 5th and dth 
of the line, to join, Never was Itahah 
courage di^ayed with greater'intre^i- 
^ dity. fifty dragoons of I^poleon, listen* 
ingarply to their courage, braving the d^^ 
cullies ef the ground, made an cxtreflseljf 
hrllliaat Charge. In the mean tinto the 





Capiaia af Eagineeri^ Bew«y« caased a 
bridge to be estitblUbed, and tbe wporkii to 
wppoft it.>^<^he biKtIe cpntinijed, when 
^n. Robert, nrhom I bare already had so 
much reason to praise, arrived at the head 
of the 117th, and of the lat regiment of 
tbe Vistula. i The entrenched camps of 
Manisses and Qaarle were forced; cannon, 
baggage, caissons, all were taken. At 
this moment Gen. Count Reille, with the 
brigade of Bouetie, and the division Seve- 
roli, arriving on Aldayn, entirely turned 
the enemy. The 9th of hussars chargetib 
and made a great number of prisoners, cut 
oif from the road of Murcia. Blake was 
thrown into Valencia.—While these events 
were passing, (reneral Harispe, who w^g 
appoitiled to blockade Valencia, and pass 
the Guadalaviar at its mouth, made himself 
master of the Lazaret, took from the enemy 
several pieces of cannon, and made a 
number of prisoners. Two vessels, two fri¬ 
gates, and a great number of English gun¬ 
boats, kept up a hre during two hours 
from 16 pieces of artillery, planted on the 
mole of the Grao; they were obliged, 
however, to sheer oft’.—General Harispe 
arrived dt Cantarroja, and took at Afagar 
a quantity of baggage and ammunition, 
and one howitzer.—An hour before night 
Valencia was invested on all sides.—All 
the small entrenched camps were forced, 
the enemy every where were beaten, two 
stand of colours, 30 pieces of cannon, and 
two caissons and .the baggage-waggons 
taken. Part of the enemy’s army having 
been pursued in the marshes of Albufera, 
where it has most probably perished. The 
loss on our side has been«uEtained princi¬ 
pally by the division of Palombini. I 
have particularly t»> regret th^ toss of Co¬ 
lonel Barbieri, of the 2a regiment of Light 
infantry, and Captain Ordenaye, of the 
Engineers. .We have had 20 ofticers and 
200soldiers, killed or wounded; amongst 
the number of the former.is Colonel Perpi. 
JThe loss of the rest of the ariUiy has not 
exceeded 150 men.- il'he corps^f Ereyre 
and of Bassecourt, which were atReqiHeua, 
*fe cut ttif* from Valencia-r—Generai De- 
lost arrived at Atcicar, on the Zucar, on 
liiq evening of the 26tli. Hv there feW in 
with the corps of Main and Obispo, w'hicb 
Bed with precipitation, after cuttiug tbe 
bridges. The inhabitants hastensd to re¬ 
pair ttmm, apd receiyqd -uiar troops with 
demonstrations of joy. 1 ;expe«t to opim 
the ttenebes on the 2d qf .January befor9 
tUe>new town of Valencia, which is ^boul 
6,000 toises in extent., the-lefi.Mrelcb,ed.to 


pUreto, and the r%bt W tlie C&a4aj 9^ 
tWt toW 5 » bpft the exti^mitie* touching 
the Guldainvi^r. This space is filled iwitfa 
cannon, and for the last three years thp 
whole population of the t.own has bten 
working on thin immense space, which Jhas 
p large ditch filled with water. Odm 
masters of tbesa works, we shall find our¬ 
selves under the old walls of Valencia, 
which in reality are nothing more than 
large garden walls. The whole army is 
actuated by one soul, that of signalising 
the commencement of the new year, by 
sending the keys pf Valeucia u> the Em¬ 
peror in the course of tins month. 1 shall 
transmit the reports to youV Highness iif 
the detail, and teque-^t that you will lay 
them before the Emperor, and to ask ue- 
wards for*sucb brave men as shall have 
distinguished themselves. 1 shall fulfil my 
duty in truly stating the |eryices rendered 
by the Italian soldieny, whe proved them¬ 
selves worthy to date the epueba of their 
formation from the immortal campaigns of 
the first army of Italy. I am with res« 
pect,—The Marshal Count Suchkt. 

• « 

Camp h^ore Vtdmcia, Jan. 8. 

I omitted in my report of the 29 th 
December, to render your Excellency an 
account of the attempt made by Blake to 
retire in the night-itime from Valencia, and 
regain the. open country; for which pur> 
pose he shewed himself with j 2,000 men. 
They met a lively reception from the 
brave Potes*of the fst Regiment of the 
Vistula. Nearly the whole of this column' 
was driven back through tbe town by the 
upper bridge. It was with great difficulty 
that 2 or 300 men were able to gain the 
mountains, by taking advantage of the 
obscurity pf tbe night. More than 4Qp 
were euhcr killed or drOiWued in the ca¬ 
nals. !^rom this moment desertion has 
•made rapid strides among dhem; yvit-hin 
four days more th$n Ij^OO deserters have 
presented themselyes at our out-posts. 
Between the 30th and 31st, the advanced 
guards*of the 4th division advanced within 
a short distance of the place; 2,000 Spa¬ 
niards, with two tpieces of«cannoa. tnade-a 
s(»rtie to repulse them- General SeveroU 
iinmeti lately Vwuught forward a battalion 
of the tst Italian Regiment of the line, 
who attacked them under the fire ol the 
walls, repulsed them, and forced them to 
re-enter. The Chiefs of Battalion Ponti, 
Provast (A,id^de-Camp to the Mimster of 
War for Italy), and Bouilly (Aid-de-Camp 
to General Sevetolli). have dwtinguBhed 



Ig7j 

themielresi the liSttl Mi Ijmii woundfe^ 
in th« leg.—On tb(B Deceinbfer the 

guard eijtewd' Philippe, 15 


arant 


league^ from Valenei«, an^ half of the dis¬ 
tance to Alicaht, White it tooft a million 


of carhridges, and a great quantity of rice. 
The inhabitants of this town, which con- 
tarns about 15,000 souls, came out to meet 
us, and conducted themselves well. 1 
shall ieize Alctra, situated on a ppmt of 
the island of Xucar, it being a very advan- 
tageods position for actual operations. 
The troops escaped from the environs of 
Valencia, are attempting to rally between 
Alicant and Alcoy. In the nigm between 
the 1st and 2nd of Janaary, the»tFeaches 
were opened by 3,000 men, at 80 iqises 
from the works of St. Vicente and Oliveto. 
The General Count Pannetier* who had 
on the same day arrived at the camp with 
his brigade, was by the rules of seniority 
appointed to the command of the trenches, 
which were pushed with vigour, and would 
have been perfectly successtul, had not Col. 
Henri, of the engineers, received a mortal 
wound. This superior officer is regretted 
by the^hole army; in the space of two 
years he has ted on the attack at seven 
different sieges.—Notwithstanding the fire 
kept up by the enemy, our works con¬ 
tinued day and night until five o’clock in 
the morning; the artillery for raising of 
five batteries, and for arming |.wo within 
60 toises of the works, was already arrived, 
whilst the engineers had proceeded within 
15 toises of the ditch. The rapid progress 
of these works, and the astonishing de¬ 
sertion sustained by the enemy, deter¬ 
mined, them on abandoning their lines, 
fortified as they were at so much trouble 
and expence. At break of day. Colonel 
Beloti, Commander in the trenches before 
Oljveto, caused the ditch to be passed, and 
soon 'threw 300 grenadiers into ^hat fort, 
where they found twenty pieces of can-* 
Bon. General Montfiiaree adopted •the 
same measure against St. Vicente, bj' pos¬ 
sessing himself of the suburbs, and push¬ 
ing the enemy’s posts back in'to the 
city—I'made no delay in convincing 
myself of the whole importance of the 
vast works which the enemy haci aban¬ 
doned to us, together wi& 81 pieces of 
cannon; and immediately directed Gene¬ 
ral Paloqsbino to possess himself of the 
suburb de Guarte, and to drive the 
enemy into the place, which was per¬ 
formed with the greatest promptitude. I 
wished to profit by the disorder which 
sacb aa event; would cause in this great 


oky, tiod ordej^d. the 
cdniflaience, 

and was prolonged fhrdughoat the %bel^ 
of the day. On the morning of‘the fithi 
I, consideriug that an army which bad 
just abandoned works of such strength, 
mounted with 81 guns, and the terrible 
effects of the bombardment on an im¬ 
mense population, would h:ive called upon 
General Blake to capitulate, charged my 
first Aid de-camp. Qent^ra] Meyer, to be 
the bearer of my proposals, and to express 
giy desire of saving a great cii y from ruin; 
but he was neither permitted to enter the 
city nor to sec General Blake.* At noon 
this day I received his reply, f This Gene¬ 
ral is no longer the master; be is obliged 

* General—The laws of war assign a 
period to the sufferings of the people; 
this period has arrived. The Imperial 
army is now withiikten toises of the body 
of your fortress; in some hours several 
breaches may be effected; and then a 
general assault must precipitate the French 
columns into Valencia. If you wait this 
terrible moment, it will no longer be in 
my power to control the fury" of the 
soldiers, and you alone will have to an¬ 
swer to God and man, for the evils which 
will overwhelm Valencia. The desire to 
spare the total ruin of a great city, deter¬ 
mines me to offer you an honourable capi¬ 
tulation. I engage to preserve to the of¬ 
ficers their equipages, and to resp'ect the 
property of the inhabitants. It is unne¬ 
cessary for me to add, that the religion wc 
profess shall be revered. I expect your 
reply in two hoars, and salute you with 
very high consideration. Sucuet. 

t General,—I this afternoon received 
your Fxcellency’s letter. Yesterday, 
perhaps, before noon, I would have con¬ 
sented to'change the position qf this army,, 
in evacuating the city to save the inhabi¬ 
tants from the inconveniencies and horror* 

I of a bombardment; but the first 24 hours 
I your Excellency employed in setting it 
on fire, has taught me how much 1 may. 
depend upon the constancy of thi^ people,. 
•and their resignation to every sacrifice 
which may be necessary, in order that the 
army may maintaiq the honour of 
Spanish, name. Your Excellency may, 
consequently, continue your operations; 
and as to the responsibility, before God 
and manrof all the oMsforiunes which the 
tiefence rof thp place occasions, and till- 
those** which war brings with it, it cannot 
attach to me. J. Blakb. 


the 

coi^beed of se’reO persomi, of ivhdiQ 
are f^renciscan monk*, mad the other two 


btftcberB of Valenciaj the »ame who, 
aboat three years ago, ordered the mas* 
sacre of 400 French families^ that were 
driven out oftbe country, t therefore con¬ 
tinue my Operations with vigour against 
the place, which at this present moment 
counts a population of 20(>,000. Five of 
the principal chiefs of the insurgents are 
now within its walls, with all their pro¬ 
perty, and whatever Spain possesses of 
fanatics or madmen. The engineers will 
open their works under the walls. The 
artillery raises formidable batteries; and 
notwithstanding the ruins, jt will in a few 
days be able to make a breach in the last 
enclosure. The army is waiting with 
impatience for the attack; and if we 
should have to make a atar of houses as at 
Saragossa, it will be but of short continu¬ 
ance, by the ability and rapidity of our 
miners. 1 transmit to your Highness the 
plan of the works taken, my letter to Ge¬ 
neral Blake, and his reply; together with 
the quantity of artillery fallen into our 
bands in tlv entrenchments. I am, with 
respect,—Marshal Count Suchet. 

Head Suarters, Valencia Jan.-i 2. 

Monseigneur,—! beg your Serene High¬ 
ness to announce to his Majesty the Em¬ 
peror, that his orders have been executed; 
Valencia pas submitted to his arms.—The 
rapid movements oftife 26th of December 
forced the enemy to retire into their for¬ 
tified lines; , the pursuit of the troops 
which escaped from Valencia to San 
Philippe deprived Blake of all hope of 
auccour ; the investment was finished with 
perseverance. The army, thirsting for 
glory, spught dangers; and, with the 
greatest vatoor, repulsed three sorties.— 
The boldness of the engineers, who, in the 
nights of the 1st and 2nd of January, 
npened trenches within from 7(f to 80: 
toises of the enemy’s work8,'and who in 
four days and four nights carried' their 
mines witl^n ^0 toises of the fosse ; the 
surprizing efTorts of the artillery, who 
erected batteries at 60 toises, and vybich^ 
they succeeded in arming,notwithstanding 
the rains and dreadful Voads; the con¬ 
stancy of the infantry in sharing in all 
these labours, caused the abandonment of 
the enemy’s lines, defended by SO giecesj 
of cannon. These lines are 6,000 toises 
in extent. Valencia expendM »2,000,0«) 
•f reals, ud employed some thousands of 


men for (« AcetiUjg 

the itb 1 ci^^eaced tb» botobardnieaii 
and oh 6th •fibred a capitiiJaiipD»> 
which being refused, I redoubled ear fir<W 
and in three days and three nights, 3,70t> 
bombs were thrown into the city, causing 
explosions, and several vast fires. The 
artillery, by a praise-worthy emulation, 
succeeded in erecting two batteries, 
manned with 10 twenty-four poundera 
each, ready to make a breach in the inte¬ 
rior defence. The engineers, with their 
I usual activity, had effected a lodgment in 
'*tbe ||BSt.houses of the suburbs, and placed 
mines under two of the principal gates 
of the town; when Gen. Blake, fearing ’ 
the terrible and near approach of an as¬ 
sault, Accepted the following capitulation, 
which places*in the power of the Emperor 
thechy of Valencia, 374 piecqp of artil¬ 
lery, 180,000 lb. of powde^ 3,000,000 of 
cartridges, 16,131 prisopers of the line, ac¬ 
cording to the accompanying statement 
delivered by the General in Chief of the 
Spanish Staif, and 1,950 sick in the hos¬ 
pitals of Valencia and Valdigna; 1,8(K> 
cavalry and artillery horses, ^1 stand of 
colours, 893 Ofl&ccrs, 22 Generals or 
Brigadiers, among whom are Zayas and 
Lardizabel, commanding the expeditionary 
divisions; Miranda, Marco del Ponte^ 
Commander of the Valencian Army ; Sea, 

I* Commandant of the Cavalry ; the Mar¬ 
quis of RoccaJ &c. four Lieutenant Gene¬ 
rals, six Field Marshals, and a great num-* 
her of Colonels; the General in*Chief 
O’Donnel, and Captain General Blake.— 
On this occasion the insurgents have ex¬ 
perienced an irreparable lots; they lost 
50 good artillery officers, formed in the 
school of Segovia; :i83 miners and sap¬ 
pers, and 1,400 old artillerymen; among 
which are four fine companies of horse- 
artillery. The disarming of the militia 
is 4 )roceeddtt in, and will sooi^ be com¬ 
pleted^—You r &rene sHigbness will per¬ 
ceive, by reading the 4tn article of th« 
capitulation, that 1 have seized occasion 
to fulfil the beneficent wishes of the Em¬ 
peror, in . obtaining the speedy return te 
the army of If,000 French or allies pri- ,• 
soners, and the hope of a still more con¬ 
siderable exchang^.—The Generals of Ar¬ 
tillery and Engineers, Valee and Rogneat, 
directed their corps with their accustomed 
taJent.--Genera] Count Reille, at the head 
of his corps, evinced the greatest activity ; 
Generals Palombino and Severoli, the 
most entire devotion.—Generals Harispe, 
Mttsner, and St. Cyr^Nugues, Chief •£ the 


mi . * 

Staff, aerved ilUl peal MrWch hfs 

juaimated tWra aiace liieir eni^ in SSpaMi. i 
st^aU Uava tbis honour of gpeedUy ad* ; 
dreBsing tto your iExcef.ency an account pf' 
th« favours vrhidb I have Ito solicit from 
the goodness of the Emperor for bis army- 
1 dare beg of you, Monseigneur, to submit 
them to his Majesty,—I am with respect, 

. - SvCHET. 

Capitulatum. ♦ 

Art. I. The City of Valencia shall be j 
delivered to the Imperial Army ; religion 
shall be respected ^ the htbabitants amT 
their property shall be protecipdi—Art, II. 
No enquiry, with respect-to ibe past, 
shall be made into the conduct of those 
who have taken an active part in lire war' 
or revolution. Those who wish to (fuit 
the plact; within three months, will-he al* 
lowed to do so with the concurrence of 
tlie Military Coipnian.dant, and likewise 
take with them their families and fmttines. 


with till 

y|I, <|ei»ipnils 

iiBry nod eni'inefra* the CpmmtfMtfy* 
^neral of the Army, *Ml iurniah the 
Oehersds and French Commissioners, each 
tn'bis respective deparlmentt with an inv 
vontory of all that belongs to their respeci* 
tive employmcuts. St. Cvn Nucues. 

J. De ZayaI. 

Done at f^alencia, the 9th of Jwmary, 1812. 
I t^ree to the capuulation. J. Blake. 

/ approve the pre«nt capiudatkm. 

^ COUMT SUCHET. 

]fead-quur.tvrs, ValmcUt, Jwn. 13. 
Monseigneur—On the lOih in the morn¬ 
ing, the insurgent army, .shut up in Valtn- 
ci,a, defiled before the French eagles: its 
march lasted till night.—Gen. Blake, cbiel 
of the insurrection, and six of his Aides- 
de-Camp, have set nut escorted by captain 
Pech.; I have ordered them to Pan. Ge¬ 
neral Count Prfhnetier has set out with the 


—Art. III. Tha Army shall march out 
with the honours of war, by the Seranoa, 
and lay down their arms beyond the 
bridge, uppn the left bank of the Guadala- 
viar. The officers shall preserve their 
swords, as well 'as their horses and equi¬ 
pages ; and the soldiers their knapsacks. 
•—Art. IV. The General in Chief Blake, ' 
offering to give up the French, or allies of 
France, prisoners in Majorca, Alicant, and 
Carthagena, an equal number of Spaniards 
• shall remain in places in the power of the 
French, till this exchange,, shall be effect¬ 
ed, ipan for man, and rank for rank. This 
disposition shall be applicabT^ to Commis¬ 
saries and Others employed in military 
afbirs on both sides. The exebange shall 


first column of 7^000 prisoners, by the 
route of Temvel: a similar column takes 
tlie route of Tortosa. .1 have sent to St. 
Philippe a column of 2,000 prisoners, in 
order to exchange all the Frenjih prisoners 
ill Majorca and Cadiz.-^The disarming of 
the Militia proceeds with the greatest ac¬ 
tivity, and tranquillity has already been 
established in this fine Province.—I have 
appointed General Robert Cummandani 
of the town —General Harispe, with his 
division, occupies fit. Philippe,jandpuslies 
his parties towfird* Alica^it.—We daily 
discover new magazines of arms and 
clothing, furnished by the English. Theii 
soi-disant CoN8U| Tuppeb, ' was firebrand 
I of the insurrection: he spared neither 


be made successively, and , oommeiice gold, nor promises, nor libels, to irritate 
ypon the ar4'iva] of the first French column men’s minds. The hipaniards bitterly 
of prisoners.-Art. V. ’ To-day, January complain of being incessantly impelled to 
the 9th, as soon as the capitulation shall be des^wrate measures by the EnglLsb, and 
signed, tl;ia sea gate and citkiel, idtalJ be afterwards -finding themselves abandoned 
delivered up to companies'of grenadiers by thetn-*^What is to me a particular ub- 
of the Imperial Army, commanded by ject of* the uthiost satisfaction is, .that so 
Colonels. To-morrow, at eight in the considerable a result has occasioned no 
morning, the garrison shall march out of losses!^ I am, with respect, 
the place by tlje gate l;»eitanos, whUat 2,<XK) ' Copax Suohet. 

man shall march out by Urn gate St. Vin- . By a decree of the 24th JanuarV, the 
cent, for Alcira.—Art, ■yj. Retired «ffic«rs,, French Eniperor has named Gouks 
at present in Valencia, shalhbe patmiUed ^VOaXT io 1^ or AutUFtaa. 

to ramain in it, if they ctippsa, a^beipro- ' » , 



K- B4Ci^HAHr,rBry<lamT8tn^ I^lpv«S|iC- Gardaa- 
* ulsBoir i-MMsi bf n c. iiutais, nwiMcBiiMsiiit. nwMtraet.' 
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T® THE 

PRINCE REGENT, 

ON THE DISPUTE WITH THE AUESICAN8. 

LettewV. * - 

Sir; 

I now proceed to place before your 
Royal Highness an account of the in«a> 
sures proposed by the American Cog- 
gress to be adopted, in consequence of the 
refusal of our government to comply with 
the demands of the American President, 
relative to the Orders in Council and the 
Impressment of American Seamen. 

The Lower House of Congre.ss began 
by receiving and approving of a Report 
of their Committee of foreign relations, 
which Report I subjoin lo this Letter. 
That Report can be regarded in no other 
light, than as a against England. 

It sets forth the grounds of complaint; 
and it then recommends preparations for 
war. 

This recommendation has been acted 
upon, and preparations for war are actual! 
going on.-An Act was brought for¬ 

ward igimediately for raising a body of 
regular troops; and, after much delibera 
tion, this Act appears to have been passed, 
the nutnbqr of troops amounting to 25 
thousand men. And, here let me beg 
your Royal Highness to observe, that these 
troops are to have a bounty in lands, of 
which every man is to receive 160 Acres. 
These men will have the soil to light for ; 
their motive of action will nut be of that 
vague and indefinite kind which is held 
forth by Colonel Dillon, in his work ad¬ 
dressed, as he says, by permission, to you. 
That these troops are not intended for 
purposes of mere defence will be oljvious to 
your Roj^al {lighness; but, of the way in 
which they will probably be employed 1 
shall speak by and by. 

Besides these the President is to be 
enabled to employ 50 thousand Volunteers, 
whose services may, at any time, be ex¬ 
tended beyond the limits of the United 
Btates, if the parties volun^lrin^ choosy, 
to be so employed. * '■ » 

The Militia, consisting o^ all tbe«ble 
wen in the country, without any excep¬ 


tion as to rank or degree, the President 
may call out in such numbers as may bf 
found necessary. 

Some national ships are to be built ;ithosa 
that they now have, are to be repaired and 
argted; gunboats are to be tilted out; and 
the»ierc^a»/s s/ujjs are to be permitted toarm 
and to defend themselves at sea. But, the* 
greatest of the rnariiime measures is, a 
higlf reward to be offered to any Ame¬ 
ricans onboard British ships, and to t/ie 
asstibiates of such Americans, in cjise of their 
bringing in to an American port any British 
ship of war. This i^ in fact, a reward 
offored to the crews of British ships to de¬ 
sert to the enemy, and to carry their ship 
with them, upon the same principle, I pre¬ 
sume, that our Consul at Valencia and our 
commandant at Gibraltar are^ in our pub¬ 
lic prints, said to have offered so much a 
man t(^ each soldier of the French army 
that should desert to them, and so much 
in addition provided the deserter brought 
his horse. Whether this be consistent with 
morality, I shall not, at present, enquire ; 
but, of this I am very sure, that the mea¬ 
sure adopted, or proposed to be adopted, 
by the Congress, is of a very dangerous 
tendency, especially when we consider 
how large a portion of Americans and 
other foreigners we have «n board of our 
ships. 

These measures are not. Sir, to be con¬ 
sidered as the measures of a faction, whose 
object, in getting the nation into a war, is 
to create the means of fattening themselves 
:|pd their families and dependents and sup¬ 
porters; they are thsvmeasuresof the people 
of America, speaking thfough the bps of 
their real Representatives, unbribed them¬ 
selves afid chosen without the aid of 
bribery ; and they arise out of the grounds 
of complaint against which I before- 
had the honour to lay before your Royal 
Highness. The prostituted press of 
London has, for many months past, been 
endeavouring tb make its deluded readers 
believe, tttat the partizans of England, in 
America, were the most numerous; and 
I that, if the government engaged in war 
against-us, the people would turn against 
it, and that a separation of the States, would 
H 






ta1c« fiiaoe. : li# 

poblic ay 

tfftise fe^&I^^Sfe<«raaaif^¥#te ; ay awa tK^ 
»ee,<« ithat, thonigb there are two paitiep mi 
A naeritia, both parities ^ve Onited against 
tw, with aa'mucn cordiauty 1|8 the 'two psfir- 
|iO« in oor House of Commons united against 
Mr* Madocks’s naotionof the llth of May 
1809 fbr an enquiiy into the Sale of Seats 
Ih that Honborable House, and, siirdy, an 
union more cordial than that has seldom 
t)een‘1ieard of between Oppohefts of any 
description. Those ittembters Of tlife 
gtess Who have voted’against the W'dr^kh 
. lingland are so few, ahd thbie ivho^ive 
spoken against It, are, fCur the most paftylst) f 
notoriously eontemptible, thaitthe m^stire' 
may be regarded as having Hbch adopted 
without opposition. The Congress has riot 
hbdn long elected ; they haVe just I'eceived 
the iristructionr of their cOristituents; and i 
it 'Witi no't be long before those coniiti> 
tuents will again nave an opportunity of : 
deciding upon their merits dr deriierits.: 
None ofthose members bold offices of any' 
sort; none of them have pensionsor sine¬ 
cures, and‘none ofthem can touch, in any 
.Way, a farthing of the money whigli may 
be expended in consequence of their votes; 
for the creation of any office. This being 
the case, the voice of the Congress must 
be the v&ice qfthe nat}m ; and it would be 
delusion unexampled to believe, that the: 
people of, America are not entering 
heartily into this war. 

'Our prostituted press, unablerkny longer; 
to keep up tjie delusion of ;the diiiiiclina-' 
tion of the American nation to resist by 
force of arms,*’now tell the public, that 
the war will not be of long duration; and, 
this prediction they found chiefly upop 
the supposition, that America has not the; 
ptcuniary means sufficient for the carrying 
oil of war. 

The colle^on of faxes is, inheed, whet 
the Americans (lo nht like; but, it. dobs 
not follow, that, for a great purpose, they 
would not submit to a trifling tax;' 
and a very trifling tax indeed wbuld suf- 
ficea ‘It is true,^ that they now pay but 
' little. In America the taxes do not 
amount to a Dollar ahead, taking the 
people one with another; here, if exr 
elude the army, the navy, the pdhpers, 
and the prisoners, the taxes ginount to 
Jifry Dollars a head. By putting on a se¬ 
cond Dollar, the Government wbuld dbil- 
ble its means; and, surely, an Americans 
can pay 2 Dollars'as well as an lEnglish- 
<a»tt can pay • 50, of your Royal 


tlbnnm, Mr. ^dSrge R«^> 
imo* popttlation ih^raiHea^ Wpm, a(iid licit 
tii|i;4onger the war continues the lister vn 
Wrelse in oumhers. He says notbfni^l^ 
’fro liicrease 'rif‘'jpoupm; ;'1[)'u1t,/’upbri'nis 
principle, American population cannot he 
checked by war; for, he will hardly^con¬ 
tend, that this quality of fecundity apper¬ 
tains exelusiyely to us. Anotbtf of your 
servants. Lord Harrowby, has lately as- 
sert|d, that the j^bspertly of this country 
48 now greater than it evpr was. Your 
Royal Highness will not, theriihfi%, be¬ 
lieve, that Atnerica is to be beggared andi 
rulWed by awdr, which, in all probabBi^, 
will last only a few years. 

Besides, the resources of America in 
her tdnds are very great. She has, bwilig 
to her pOcuHar shuation, a species of fotra 
to draw upon which no other nation has. 
She is now about to raise an army with a 
bounty, in money, of 16 Dollarr'a man. 
The rest Of his.* bounty is to consist of 
lands, which, of course, cost the people 
nothing; and, in this same way a large 
portion Of the demands of a war may arid 
will be inet. * « 

Much has been said about the ^alurbl 
ties between the two countries. This, OUn- 
sider^d as anjmpediment to war, is the 
grosficst of all the clelu^Ons, and ‘never 
could have been practised Upon any na¬ 
tion but this. Ail that remains of a ‘fe- 
collection of’the former connection is'eal- ' 
ciliated to produce hostility. It ra fitte 
enough to flourish aWay upon the subject 
of the Americans being of the samefalmfy 
with us; bot,lher% are many and mluty 
hundreds and thousands of men in Ame¬ 
rica, WhOTecollect that their fathers Weric 
killed by those BruusWickers and HCa* 
sians an A other German Mercenaries, 
whom England hired to send against 
them, because they inststeil Uponlheprin- 
ciple of ^0 Taxation xviihout HepreihihMm. 
These ideas of kindred might do very WCli 
in a popm ; but, they are despicable in 
political reflections, arid Only discover 
the folly, or the wickedrie8s,^of,those wito 
Obtrude them upop the public, 
t There appears, then, no good 
suppose, that the Americans will hOt'enier 
upon the war, antf that?they'Will'notpor- 
severe in it, till they Obtain its object, or* 
at least, tip they have fairly tried‘their 
rstrengip. ilpto the of^auCfa. 

‘war to us, some Of them ! shoutfl'n^SilU 
as •uhimately Seriefictal. The &«» Of Ca¬ 
nada { ahouitj deem a gain, thoogh'iris 


JIEMt'i: a^ashm} 

,|kwit M oiisdimTOait''to'jts.' ^ ^ ^ 

Another j«w wouW fee 4et(>ly felt, I 
•Kan, the losg, for etw,of '•Atneric« ji*a 
* ftir 0 or goads. Lord Sheffield has 

hately said, that mhot America <^oes aot 
i«iJoe l/tit year, she masl tajke next year; 
that, |}as3 what Acts she wiHJ, she must, 
in the end, he clutbed by us. His Lord- 
jfatp^s^iiid does not >pace with the 

events of thh world. The Morning l^ost 
and Cenrier are, I 5MS{fect, bis chTof in-« 
atruaturs as to what has beenipaHsiog Sar 
the bst ten years; w, he wmtid have 
IcAowo, that manufactures have .arriiT.ed at 
®reat perfection in America; that she is 
jnhk to supply heraeif; and that she al* 
^ady exports cotton and wool in a partly 
fnanufactured state. A war of a few 
years continuance would sever the two 
countries for ever as to manuiacturcs; 
and, this is one reason w’hy the govern* 
ment of America, which wishes to cut 
off the connection with England, is dis¬ 
posed for war. This, however, is not, 
in my opinion, an evil. A temporary one 
jt is: but; ! can see mo good that can arise 
to England from being the worhsbop for 
America, while we do not raise corn 
enough to feed oomelves. , * 

But, Sir, there are consequences, which, 
snav be produced by a«war with America,' 
well calculated to make one think ser ious¬ 
ly on the event. Mp. Joel Barlow, who, 
in<tbe year ']79S,>went.as a deputy from a 
Society of men in England ,to present a 
congratulatory address to the National 
Convention of France, and who was, at 
thaytime, bunted down and proscribed I i ke 
i*AHiE and many others, is now SStmerican 
Embassador at the court of Napoleon, 
where he has to negociate with Count 
J>AR tf, who, in that same year 1792, was 
in England, and was chased out of Eng¬ 
land along with Mb. Chauveliiv These 
two men,who are old acquaintances, will; 
not be long in coming to a cleat under¬ 
standing. They have both now an oppor¬ 
tunity of repaying the kindness they re¬ 
ceived from England, and there can he 
little doubt of their having the dispoSitioii 
to do it. 

‘By a hearty co-o|»pation between Ame- j 
rica and iFransse, fleets, and formidable" 
fleets too,‘tnay be sent to sea-n|uch sooner 
than our overweenihg coniklen^ will, j 
^haps, permit us to believe; and, if a’ 
force oftforty ships of the Ime.’with a S0it- 
able -number of'frigatas, can be sent out 


inaf h* W u^eqiwnc* 
kipgdpip* Amwiica has pmt th/tn a llivft- 

has facilities pf 
all iK)ih» % EiMJdwg and, with th« 
Slid of Frapqe, would soon bjecorae trjjiiir 
formidoblh^ iMnause, wo ah,<^ald/not dafe 
to send a ]mercjbant atiip tp tiny part of 
the world without a eonvoy^ Americans 
would enter into the Erepejb ^va.l service; 
those, who su'e now captains of pierdiapt- 
nu^ would be tempted .with the honour 
of c^nRUfulding ships ftf war; they ha.ve, 
for^W greater pwt, some particular cau^e 
.of:, hatred agaiust England, and would 

by -the .doublemotive of ambitio.n 
Wtd revengdl 

Np mau *at all acquainted with Acne- 
rican aeamen will ever speak oRhetn with 
contempt. They are uniuBrsally allowed 
to he excellent seamen ^ active and 
daring, but pot more so than they are skil- 
ifol and cool. These are precisely the in¬ 
gredients that the Emperor Napoleon 
stands in need of; and, what, then. Sir, 
shall be said of those English Ministers, 
who shall force them into his hands ! 

A war with America would hasten the 
work of revolution in Mexico, and it 
would have the further eflect of making 
that country, in its state of independence, 
start in hostility to us; because, betvi'ean 
North and South Atperica there would 
inevitably be a.close connection. Jndeed, 
-Sir, tigs appaars to me to be one of the 
great objects which America has, in now 
going to war. She sees, that a revolution 
is taking place in South America; she 
sees, that, if ,that revolution be crushed, 
England, under the character of Protector 
of ^ain, will, in fact, govern South Amu- 
rica,:if for no other puipose, for that qf 
keeping the mines out of the hands of 
firance. I^at .Englmid shcipld govern 
' South Amarica is t^at jJ^orth America 
can never permit; therefore the latter 
must, by 8on»e means or other, asaist tbe 
.South Atftericans to secure their indei>en- 
dence; and this assistance North* Ame¬ 
rica cannot give with eflect, unless sAe be at • 
mar with England; for, as she has seen, fo 
the.i^se of the fforidas, moment sbe 
makes a move towards the Spanish kfpi- 
tory, England steps forward, as the Pro- 
.tector of Ferdinand, and complains of lier 
conduct. 

• If, therefore,, tlie'President of the United 
‘States has resolved upon doing all that ha 
is.fvblc to promote and secure the iade-^ 
H2 







E endenca of Sdutii Aftierict* he 
are resolved ’ojpon a war with England, 
which*, in ^at (^e, u not to be avoided 
by a repeal of 1;he Orders in Council and j 
an abandonment of our ^actice of impress* | 
ing American Seamen, un^^s we have 
the wisdodi to declare before band, that 
We shalldl^Tethe South Americans wholly 
to themsefi^.’ This is the golden oppor¬ 
tunity for the South Americans to assert 
theijn rights and to become free. ^ Our war 
against Napoleon on the land disables us, 
(if we were inclined,to do it) from sending 
soldiers to support the old system; *and 
4iai[ fleets are exceedingly well employed 
in preventing Napoleop from sending sol¬ 
diers for that purpose ; the gp^rnment of 
Old Spain has neither troops nor ships ^ 
there are no Brunswickers or Hetsiens or 
Waldeckfers or Anspachers to be hired by 
the governmeftt of Old Spain, as in the 
case of the war for Independence in North 
America; and thus are the South Ameri¬ 
cans left to settle the dispute with their 
ow’n.coIonia) governments. 

To this state of things the American 
President, as appears from his Speech at 
the opening of the Session, has not been 
inattentive; and, it appears to me very 
clear, that we have here the real founda¬ 
tion of the sudden change of the tone of 
the American Government towards us. 
It may be asked, how these views of the 
United States comport with those of the 
iJtnpeNir of France; and, whether he will 
approve of a separation of South America 
from Old Spain, of which he, with but too 

f :ood reason, ^expects to be the master ? 
n the first place, be has seen the result 
of a war against independence in North 
America, and the lov^. of dominion must 
have bereft him of reason, if he fail to 
profit from so memorable a lesson. In 
the next place, he must see, that, unless 
New Spain become independent, il w4ll 
become dependeptbpon England, he not 
having a sufficient maritime force to keep 
it in colonial subjection to himself against 
the will of England. And, ^ven if be 
weds to receive it in its colonial state, at a 
eace, he would only be entailing upon 
imself and his heirs the possession of a 
vulnerable point, exposed to the at^tek of 
England. These reasons are quite suffi¬ 
cient to induce him not to oppose any 
project for separating New from' Old 
Spain, who, notwithstanding the inde¬ 
pendence of the countries containing tin 
mines, would still be a great receptacle of 
treasures thence d*<'>ved. 


TBnt, jvbcn to r^sons are ,addnd 
(lie many ^ig^freaao^ for ueing Aoie- 
rici engag^ in a war wHh England, thew 
Cita be no doubt as to'what will be . h|« 
^cisionti Such a war would favour bia 
views against us in so ipany ways that the 
bare enumeratinn would be tedious. . It 
would lock up the troops that we have 
now in Nora Scotia, New Brunswicky and 
Canada, and would demand new levies of 
militia and fenpibles in those provinces; 
it would compel us to send aiarger narifl 
> force to North 'America and the West 
Indies tbah is now there; it would compel 
us to send convoyf with every fleet of 
merchant vessels to the end of their 
•voyage; it woifld, of course, divide our 
fleets, and thereby weaken our strength in 
the European seas; .it would (as far aV that 
is an evil) make it much more expensive 
and difficult to maintain our armies in 
Spain and Portugal; it would greatly 
augment our exgences, and, at the same 
time, our danger. 

If 1 were asked what ought to be done 
to prevent war Vvith America, I should say, 
certainly, flrst repeal the* Orders in Coun¬ 
cil; but, I am far from supposing, that 
that measure alone would be sufficient. 
Indeed, it seems to me, that the Impress¬ 
ment of American seamen must be abaiv 
doned; and to this I w(^d add a decla¬ 
ration, that England would not interfere 
in the afiairs of Spanish South America. 
There would then bf an end of the causes 
of ill-blood ; we should then have in Ame¬ 
rica, not a faction for us, but we should 
have the wbdle nation for.our friends. 
We should also have a friend in South 
America; and, to these countries we 
might Icibk with confidence for the means 
of forming a combination against the over¬ 
whelming power of France. 

1 am well aware. Sir, of the great ob¬ 
stacles to such an arrangement; but, 
those obt^acles it is in the power of your 
Royal Highness to remove. This coun¬ 
try, wbich has so long be'en suffering, now 
looks to you for some mitigation, at least, 
of its sufierings; hnd I, therefore, trust, 
that the dawn of your authority will not 
Jbe clouded with an additional war ; a war 
that will complete the round of Eqgriah 
hostility to natiohs looked , upon as free. 
It was a fatal day which saw the sword of 
England ihawn against the repoblicans of 
Franc^. What a lesson do toe effects of 
that war bold out to your Royal High¬ 
ness ! Tbbre* is no than, be he who he 
may, Vvlu> d.oei not new dread the nltic 


eoiuWfQ99c<!l. Tbat that tVar might 
Have beea prevented all the world is now 
eonnah^d; end, if war should take place 
with America, the same opinion with re* 
apect' to it-will hereafter pt^vail, but it 
wii[ prevail, perhaps, when it will be use¬ 
less. Princes, more than other men, are 
liable to be deceived, and it is too often a 
mattitr of great difficulty to undeceive 
them; yet, of what vast importance it is, 
tbat they should know the truth ! And 
how urgent a duty it is to convey it to 
their ear if one has the power t The lives 
of thousands and the happiness of millions 
depend upon the decision which your 
Royal Highness shall make with regard to 
this question of war or p^ace with Ame-* 
rica; and, therefore, that you should 
weigh h well before you decide must be 
the anxious hope of every man who has a 
sincere regard for the fame and the safety 
of the country. 

I am, &c. &c. 

Wm. Cobbett. 

■State Prison, Newgate, 

13tA February, 1812. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 



for natl^ M oM; and, that case; Wt^O* 
Icon would he « fool, which noho^ 
believe him to be, These people are thus 
punished for smugg/zhg, or cmrespotuUngwuh 
the enemy, the latter of which crimes isdeath 
with us, and so is the former too in many 
cases. And, af for suspicion, any one Jus- 
tice of the Peace has the power, at any 
time, to send to gaol for a month, any one 
who is found near any of the coasts ot ibis 
island, and who cannot give a good actpuht 
of himself; that is to say, such an account 
as shall appear good to any Justice of the 
Peace before whom be may be brought. 
■■■.III . These mercenaries, therefore ; these 
literary panders, have, in this case, over- 
shut their mark, in talking about their 
friends on thp other side of the water being 
mhum/mly punished by imprisonment. 
Their compassion is of a wandeTing turn. 
It flies so far to seek for olfiects, and ex¬ 
pends itself upon those of the nature of 
whose oiFences they can hardly be much 
acquainted. Why do they not give us a 
li.st of some of these inhumanly punish¬ 
ed’' men, and tell us the nature of their 
crimes and the length of their imprison¬ 
ment, and also'the sort of treatment they 
have in prison; whether they be put into 


Mercenary Compassion. — I have 
often had occy^ion to observe upon the 
wonderful sensmility of our mercenaries 
of the press, with regard to those persons, 
.who sufler under the laws and edicts of the 
Emperoirof France, an instance of which 
sensibility I have now before me in an ar¬ 
ticle in tile Times New8-p|per of the loth 

instant, which article is as follows - 

f' An Imperial Decree wan pubiisbed at 
" Hamburgh on the 12th of last month, 
" enacting, that the individuals'chnfined 
** in the prisons, and condemned to labour 
" in the public works, should be sent in 
*' fetters to such places as the Minister of 
Marine shall appoint. Those, however, 
** are excepted, whose time will expire in 
** less than six months, and those who with- 
«* in that time will attain the age of 70. 
** Many hf these unfortunate persons were 
•• merehatOi and who have been in- 

volved in ruin, and thus INHUMANLY 


solitary ceils or not.-No : this is pre¬ 

cisely what the hypocrites dare not do. 
They can go no further than general and 
loose assertions. I challenge them to the 
detail. Their paragraphs, upon thisx sub¬ 
ject. are, 1 am well assured, gross lubrica¬ 
tions. But, this is wltat they lire by. 
They would, for their own emolument, see 
all the world engaged in, cutting each 
otbeVs throats. 

Portuguese L;rerty of the Press. 
——The following Decree of the Prince 
Regent of Portr^al, issued at the Brazils on 
the 3tli of^ctober 1811, will shew that 
Hfs Royal Highness is not Borinauentive 
to the* aSidts of the mother country 3 » 
some persOiut may have imagined him to 
be.——-The priiductioq is a master-piece 
of its kirfd, and, as such I recommend a 
perusal of it to the reader previous to the 
remarks that I have to ofler upon it.— 


" PUNISHED, on suspicion of not having 
** strictly adhered to thg Continental Sys- 
" tem.^’—-Whatl is Napoleon accused, 
of INHUMAN acts because be, or his 
fudges rather, iroprwon people h Js it IN- 




nions of France foif carrespmdmg with the 
enemy f As to its being for suspicion, n is, 
vonsense; they may as well say, that it is | 


'* Most illustrious and excellent Sir,— 
‘♦ Some copies of *two works published in 
"this capital, (Lisbon) from the EoyaJ 
" Printing-office, and licensed by the Su- 
" preme Tribunal of Justice, haying ap- 
" peared in the city of Rio Janeiro; one 
** being the translation of a work which 
« was published receding the cabinet qf &, 
" Cloud, dontaminga letter, &c. highly *b» 




■ 


** JiOliiia io Mi ' 

" ■^ek tfSpit^, atitfVBicIi ft^^chtw^’ ftlU^e 
" c«lutriuiekiA>Mfeh btTebeen I’diiiA 
‘' thiit acij^biH 4iid tibfAnt.itiil'e Persotiage 
*' atid ttie ^£ 6 nd bcfiig i patafibll^, t>k vihitK 
tfyf betdfiei qf the irtglish Consliiutidn 
** (iUbited iii the mdsi brUiinn colours,-^ 
*' liearly going th(j Ifength lo recommend 
*' its adoption fdr the Poiftugaese nation, 
*' j(as though it tvere possible foi- each na- 
*' tipn to diyest itself of its goyernbitiat, 
*'>Dd adopt a new oiie, without the 
'^greatest incoBVenitnce)j artd it b^ing 
«datigeroas in times so calamitous, to 
5' expose to, the eyes of nations, pidiUfes 
“ ft-om the non'Completion of t^ich no 
*' advantage can be derived: it is th& will 
** of his uoyal Highness the Prince Re> 
gent, ih^l it shall, be immediately fttade 
*' known to tl|p said Triblinal Of Supreme 
*' Justice, bow great was his Jbloyal High- 
ness’s displeasure on learning that it had 
licensed the above mentioned works; 
** arid he hereby orders, that henceforth 
great vigilance may be displayed on 
*' this head,, by selecting for the Omce of 
** Censors, men <jf talents and toudom, who 
" entertain views of a sound ahd clear' 
»«policy : and the said" Tribunal is also to 
« uuderstahd, that it must not license— 
" ist, the publications of original works, 
* or translations, in which the tnetnory and 
« reputations qf sovereigns may be insulted, 
f' and mare particularly those who may be rt- 
lotions or allies qf hit t^pyal Family 
" 2 d, works, iff which the religion of the 
State, Or even other sects of Christianity 
establi^ed fei the great states ofEurope, 
“ or their forms of Government, may be di- 
rectly or indirectly attacked, so as to sb- 
8 * 0 ® >'he minds of •the people, who, 
unable to reJUci with just discernnmi on 
•* such subfecis, are the more eajfily led 
« into errors, which, for a lfcrig 4 h.t)f yeiffs, 
may,m 1 lli;ate agaytst their hs^ptness^L. 
3d, the said tributial is t 6 
works which tend to the prUgtess V 
science, arU, and r chiefly 

“ SUcp as inculcate the touffd principles of 
adniinistratioa, impfovemeit by useful 
reforms, real interests, which are 
'• capable of conferring on nationa the 
grea.te 8 t benefits. From ihule'ftb evils 
tan arise ; while, oii the contrary.works 
*• of a different description, in* Ae Wesent 
'•'errsis, by ,the enthusiasm which they 
" introduce, are likely to direct the attfen- 
"tlotj Df the people to ideas from whii h 
*’’moA assuredly no good can resuli 
" ^aUy, it is undeftbese Jifincilples that 


the Tribonilt ii Id estdbtilh the Miri 
of buoks, 

Che pdbiiuitloh, th|c>t|gli tjhe cbtmiiittfr 
'• ibe press* iccusitiorii pie^Btnt sTMli 
•^'cuiumby against individuals* whereby 
«treat incdfffibiierice may be sustaiiiiBdit 
'• It ia umi^iiafy to remind theTribuiiif 
** that the Fiiuce Regent lias forblddeii 
" that agaiiisl or in fabouf i^ tho 

'• Cortes Cf thpil be puUisHedt atid 
'• that oii these suljexM iiolhitig shall it pep» 
f* mined to issue frtna the press of thwkigi^ 
doiri, as his Royal Highness isOonvtnUen* 
‘• 'that Such pubneartofts are more likely 
" to disseminate great etil than be pro'* 
*'ductive of bei^cficial eflfecls antung the 
*• Portuguese people. Your Eacellency 
“ will make all this known to the said 
Supreme Tribunal of Justice, that it 
may be there recorded atid executed 
" with the most scfupgloUs attention.^* 

-The Prince Regent ol Portugal does 

not know what be if about, as to this mat¬ 
ter. He does not understand the'uses of 
a press half so well as we do in this coun¬ 
try ; if be did, he would ne^er have issued 
such an order. He would rather have 
prod-aimed aloud THE LIBERTY OF 
THE PRESS, and would, at the same 
time, have appointed an Attorney Gene¬ 
ral with full power to prosecute, at bis 
pleasure, any prifiter of Writer ; to select 
'What persons he pleased for prosecution; 
to keep prosecutions hanging over their, 
heads as long as he pleased; to‘ball them 
Up to trial and then to postpone the trial 
as often as he^ileased; to keep them in 
this state all their lives if be'chose it; to 
obtain judgmdnt against them and then to 
let tbefft remain without being sentenced 
for years, and after all bring thiem up and 
have them sentenced; to detea^ a Special 
Jury, nominated by another Oilcer of the 
Crown, to try the persons whom he chose 
to prosecute; to hold to bail any persona 
against \vhom he those to commence pro- 
secutmuB; to compel them to pay for a 
copy df any Information that he chose to 
file against them; and,la8tly, to pin a«icp to 
such prmecations; wfaofly to 4 ®*^ tWm, 
^OT to keep them suspended iti ai*y of theft; 
'aiages, at his {Measure. Ttiis WUold have 
been a mo<-h be«er thing lor the Ptsnee 
Regfejrt of Poitugal, whoWwjW ihoa bave 
had to boast of having given tt«S , p«*ofde 
that inestfinaMe bleasing A FREE 
——Xnd, asto the ENGLlSri fXJNb it- 
tj^ltloN.asWiOw prtwtised, wbai at'U ins 
Rotial Highness’s ol^ectloHs to that I Hoes 
he see, that ft opdfatee in meb a way i^t 



he jneed jb#i|r^of seetoffit, •doptf^lo 

M w^y/ih«a, slioutd 

h^ Q.oj|«0, |o its B£|jDT 1ES exhi- 
Vnad^ " Bf ^ the Sun at 

Ko^ li| tbe was 

DOji 4 Wr ooe j if it vai a #ham ; if it 
was intei^ed ^ cheat the people of For. 
tvgM jif it? ptyept was to delude the peo- 
plll pj^pittpgai iptp d belief, that the Eng- 
}i|^ Cioiistitutipo was what it really is not; 
theni ipdepd, there wa8*a solid objection^ 
to itj ht|t, .lfthe pipt^e was a troe one«f 
the English Constitd^n, as now pfacUsed, 
1.really cap np harin that a display of 

the whole of ita BSAUTIEd, a stateotent 
of the whole of its EFFECTS upon the 
people; 1- can see no harm, that these 
could have donp to the interests of the 
Prince Regent of Pprtugal.——But, there 
is one fact, cpnnected with this subject, 
well calculated to make the reader lauj^h. 
It is this: that the presses, the very 
presses, I paean the types- and the presses, 
whence these BEAUTIES have issued at 
Lisbop, were a present from our king to the 
Jtegenty td Portugal! Aye, and have been 
PAID FOR OUT OF raE TAICES 
RAISED UPON THE PEOPLE OF 
ENGLAND! The reader will bardijr be¬ 
lieve this; ba(§it is, nevertheless, strictly 
true; and the item stands, in the govern- 
. nieut accounts for the year 16 lO, thus; 

•' To Messrs. RoFert Wal- £. «. d. 
** her and Company, for the 
Expenpe of two printing 
« presses, sent as a present 
*' to the Regency of Portu- 
*' gal.... 7©6 17 2 

Wbpt dp ypp think of that, reader ? Do 

f ou not think it a little hard, that the 
fince Regent should object to the print¬ 
ing of a few of the BEAUTIES of our 
Constitution at these presses, which the 
governpaent has made us ppy for i Surely 
these presses might have been suHered to 
sound forth the prpises of our happy 
copstitutidn !* To discussiops about the 
proceedings in the Cortes of Spain;* to 
observations on the character and cooduet 
of the Queen of Spain;. to any remarks, or 
any bints, touching Crowned-heads, or 
P^alfasnUm i to all these there rpight 
have been some ground to objoct; but it is 
very hard, that pur *' happy constipution** 
ahoald not be pernayitted to J>ej>raised, ex¬ 
tolled, ebaunted in hymns, and deiced, 
presses which weiDurseives baye 


sehjt pot Mr paid for. Tbw ti veryit»rd* 
iiid|^^! Wh i^dopta part'oro<^,-lR^^ 
ann tihpn, beb(|o, it Is noti^ hiayp 
the idBiEili^ h> exhibit the beantiea of 
jont own hai^y constitution! It is not to iMi 
alib w^ to Itoto l^h to the rest of the worid 
those lbvel;f^ lineanients the sight of wMch 
we daily have, at hapie! The Prince Re* 
gent does, however, perppit these presses 
to be used in the printing of works on 
the Arts and Scienoes. This is a great deal, 
to be sure! Men may say what \hey 
please about the maanpr of preserving 
gpciebei-ries and of gai|ging beer. There 
is full LlBEH'fY bi the press, as far as 
relates to these matters, in Portugal,...... 

and sP there is in England ! 

1 wished to offer some observations upon 
the ‘debate in the Common Council/bn the 
motion fur a grant of money Up the Na¬ 
tional Education Society ; 4>ut must post¬ 
pone them till my next.-The debate 

which took place last night (Thursday) on 
the subject of the Dictate wkh America, I 
shall not fail to remark on in my next.—- 
The die appears to be cast; for, if our 
Ministers expect thfe Americans to give 
way; if they put the question of peace pr 
war upon that footing, there will assuredly 
be war. The Americans will laugh when 
they read, that bur statesmen do not wish to 
destroy them; and that they with sorrow 
foresee the rum tluU willfyll upon America. 
—■—They will hardly believe their eyes. 
If such expressions have any effect upoA 
their conduclf it will be to add to their 
haste to show us how much they despise 
toch threats.—— One things however, wilt 
[ give them some satisfaction. They will 
see, that th^ are, at last, become worthy 
of notice in England. Hitherto, they have 
never been thought any more of than was 
thought of Cape Breton or New-Bitinswick. 
They hav^ been a sort of bye-word. No¬ 
thing, in ppint of importance, compared 
with the ruler of the ftrazijs or the King of 
Sardinia. 1 always said, that the day 
would come, when they would/ort* them¬ 
selves upon our attention; and that day is 
already arrived. It is not three Aionths 
since the prostituted news-papers declared, ‘ 
that it was a matter of perfect indifferewxto 
us whether America chose war or peace; 
but, now, they announce important intel- 
•* lienee from Asnerica.” They will find it 
to be every day of more and more import¬ 
ance.—-Foreseeing, asl do, great calami- 
*tieB hrom this war, I cannot but feel Some 
satisfaction at having been the first to en¬ 
deavour tp prevent it by pointing out its 
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danger* and shevTiUig that they might 
avoidi^^hy aafe and honourable means, 
which endeaTOHfs i have continued to the 
present moment ; and tbislvery one must 
confess, that, if vre enter upon a war with 
America, we tun into all its dangers with 
our eyes open. 

W«. COBBETT. 
ikate Prison, Newgate, Friday, 
i^tU February, 1812. , 

•• 


OFFICIAL J>APERS. 

AMEntCA. - The Commtiee to tuhomvjos 

* referred that purl of the Prendmt’s Mes¬ 

sage, ivhich relates to our Foreigp Affairs, 
beg leave to report in part: ' 

That’ they have endeavoured to give to 
the subject submitted to them, that’full 
and dispassionate consideration, which is 
due to one so intituately connected with 
the interest, the peace, the safety, and the 
honour of their country.—Your Commit^ 
tee will not encumber your journals and 
waste your patience with a detailed his¬ 
tory of all ihi various matters growing out 
of our foreign relations. The cold recital 
of wrongs, of injuries, and aggressions, 
kiiown and felt by every Member of this 
Union, could have no other effect than to 
deaden the national sensibility, and render 
the public mind callous to jnjuries with 
which it is already too familiar.—Without 
recurring, then, to the inuliiplied wrongs 
of partial or temporary ^ipcration, of 
which we have so just cause of complaint 
against the two great belligerents, your 
Committee wilt only call your attention, at 
this time, to the systematic aggression gf 
those powers, authorised by their edicts, 
against neutral commerce; a .system 
which, as regarded its principle.s, was 
founded on pretensions that went to the 
subversion ^f Our national indt^endeneg;. 
and which, althou^i now ab'andonpd by 
one power, is, in its broad and destructive 
-operation, as still enforced by the other, 
sapping the foundation of our prosperity. 
—It 16 more tbari five years since Eng- 

• land and France, in violation of those 
principles of justice and public law, held, 
sacred b}' all civilized uiyiions, cQjnmenced 
this unprecedented system, by seizing the 
property of the citizens of the United 
States, peaceably pursuing tfieir lawful 
commerce on the high seas. To shield 
themselves from the. odium which suchi 
outrage must incur, each of the bellige* 
rents sought a pretext in the conduct of the 
other—each attempting to justify Iiissys* 


tem of ra.pme w a retaUatibn for armnai' 
acts on the part of his enemy. As if thsi 
law of nations, founded on the eternal rules 
of Justice, could sancti&n a principle, 
which, if engrafted into our municipal 
code, would excuse the crime of one rob* 
ber, upon the sole plea, that the unfortu* 
naie object of his rapacity was also a vic¬ 
tim to the injustice of another. The fact 
of priority could be true as to one only of 
the parties; and, whether true or false, 
^uld furnish no gsound of justificatirto.— 
The United Stales, thus unexpectedly and 
violently assailed bj^ the two greatest 
powers in Europe, withdrew their citizens 
and property from the ocean, and cherish¬ 
ing the blessing of peace, although the 
occasion would have fully ju.stified war, 
sought redress in an appeal to the justice 
and magnanimity of the belligerents. 
When this appeal had failed of the success 
which was due to its moderation, other 
measures, founded^on the same pacific 
policy, but applying to the interests, in¬ 
stead of the justice, of the belligerents, 
were resorted to. Such wae the character 
of the non-intercourse and non»importa- 
tion laws, which invited the return of both 
powers to their forpier state of amicable 
relations, by offering commercial advan¬ 
tages to the one who should first revoke 
his hostile edicts,and imposing restrictions 
on the other.—France, at length, availing 
herself of the proffers made equally to her 
and her enemy, by the Non-lmporiation 
Law of May, 1810, announced the repeal 
on the 1st of the following November, of 
the Decrees of Berlin and Milan. And it 
affords a subject of sincere congratulation 
to be informed, through the official organs 
of the Government, that those Decrees are, 
so far at least as our rights are concerned, 
really and practically at an end.—It was 
confidently expected, that this act on the 
part of France would have been imme¬ 
diately Ibltowed by a revocation on the 
part of Great" Britain of her Orders in 
Council If our reliance on her justice 
had been impaired by the wrongs she had 
infficted; yet, when she had plighted her 
fjilh to the world, that the sole 
her aggression on neutral commerce .was 
to be found in thef Berlin and Milan De¬ 
crees, we looked forward to the extinction 
of those Decrees, as the period when the 
freedo|p of the seas would be again re¬ 
stored.— In this reasonable expectation we 
have, however,*been disappointed. A year 
has elapsed since the French Decrees were 
rescinded; and yet Great Britain, instead 




of retriictittg pteri pom. that course of on- 
justifioble attack on fieutral rights, in 
which she professed to be only the reluo- 
tsnt tbilower of France, has advanced with 
bolder and continually increasing strides. 
To the categorical demands lately made 
by opr Government for the repeal of her 
Orders in Council, she has affected to 
deny the practical extinction of the French 
Decrees; and she has, moreover, advanced 
a new and unexpected demand, increasing 
in ht^tility the Orders (h^mselves. She 
has insisted, through her accredited Mi* 
nister at this- place, that the repeal of the 
Orders in Council must be preceded, not 
only by tlie practical abandoument of the 
Decrees of Berlin and iSlilan, so far ast 
they infringe the neutral rights of the 
United Slates ; but, by the renunciation 
on the part of France of* the whole of her 
system of commercial warfare against 
Great Britain, of which those Decrees ori¬ 
ginally formed a part —^'fhis system is 
understood to consist in a course of mea¬ 
sures adopted by France and the other 
powers on the Continent, subject to, or in 
alliance vtith her, calculated to prevent 
the introduction into their territories of the 
products and manufactures of Great Bri¬ 
tain and her Colonies, and to annihilate 
her trade with thcNi. However hostile 
these regulations may be, on the part of 
France towards Great Britain, or however 
sensibly, the latter may feel their effects, 
they are, nevertheie^, to be regarded only 
as the expedients of one enemy against 
another, for which the United Stales, as a 
neutral power, can in no respect l>e res¬ 
ponsible : they are, too, ih exact confor¬ 
mity with those which Great I^ritain has 
herself adopted and acted upon in lime of 
peace as welt as war. And it is not to be 
presumed that France would yield to the 
unauthorised demand of America, what she 
seems to have considered as one of the most 
powerful engines of the preseht war.— 
Such are the pretensions upon which 
Great Britain found:, the violation of the 
maritinie rights of the United States; pre¬ 
tensions not theoretical merely, but fol¬ 
lowed up by a desolating war upon’our 
unprotected commerce. The ships of ttie 
United States, laden with the products of 
our own soil and labour, navigated by our 
own citizens, and peaceably pursuing a 
lawful trade, are seized on out own coasts, 
at the very mouths of our harboifrs, con-^ 
demned and conhscated.^Your Cor^mit- 
tce are nut, however, of that sect whose 
worship is at the shrine o’f a calculating 


avarice. . while we are laying before 
you the just complaints of our tnierchfnts 
against the plunder of their shipif and 
cargoes, we cannot refrain from presenting 
to toe justice and humanity of oor country 
the unhappy case of our impressed sea¬ 
men. Although the groans of these vic¬ 
tims of barbarity for the loss of (what 
should be dearer to the Americans than' 
life) their liberty; although the cries of 
their wives and children in the privation 
of protectors and parents, have, of Tate, 
been drowned in the louder clamours at the 
loss of property: yet is the practice of 
forcing our mariners into the British navy, 
in violation of the .rights of our flag, car¬ 
ried on with unabated rigor and severity. 
If it be our jjaty to encourage the fair and 
legitimate commerce of this country by 
protecting the property of the tnerchant, 
then indeed, by as much ashfe and liberty 
are more estimable thtin ships and goods, 
so much more impressive is the duty to 
shield the persons of our seamen, whose 
hard and honest services are employed, 
equally with those of the merchants, in 
advancing, under the mantle'uf its laws, 
the interests of their country.—^To sum up, 
in a word, the great causes of complaint 
against Great Britain, your Committee 
need only say. That the United Slates, as 
a sovereign and independent power, claim 
the right to* use the ocean, which is the 
common and acknowledged highway of 
nations, for the purposes of transponing, 
in their.own fessels, the products of their 
own soil, and the acquisitions of their in¬ 
dustry, to a market in the jjfirts of friendly 
nations, and to bring home, in return, 
such articles as their necessities or conve- 
nit;nce may require; always regarding 
the rights of belligerents, as defined by 
the established laws of nations. Great 
Britain, ip defiance of this inconiestibie 
fight, captures eve^y AmeHcan vessel 
bouitd to, or returning fruin, a port where 
her commerce is not favoured; enslaves 
our seaipen, and, in spite of our remon¬ 
strances, perseveres in these aggressions,— 
To wrongs so liaring in character,*and so 
disgraceful in their,execution, it is impos-' 
sible that the people of the United States 
should remain indifferent. We must now 
tamely and quietly submit, or we must re¬ 
sist by those means which God has placed 
within oor reach.—Your Committee would 
not cast a shade over the American name, 
by the expression of a doubt which branch 
of this alternative will be embraced. The 
occasion is now presented when the ne- 



tiooal cbarMtcf, misonderstcM ajni a^orise 
dueed for a tioia % Ibceign and dt^i^tc g^lktiopa* to a(;cej^t 
enemA^/ »liQaI4 ' vindicated. 0 wa QfTO^u^||i|ei)| qih eaceediofl 

bave not runted to the ^Id of hatUe like to be brgimtitod, tcainedj %4 

the nationa who are lea bj| the mad ani- hel4ll!|vreadiness to on >nc,b serTice as. 
hition of a single dbiefj or the avarice of the exigencies of the Gn^vernment innjT 
a corcaitted Conit* it bas not proceeded require.—>tV. That the President be au- 
frnm a fear of warj, but froiq our love of thorised to order out, from time, to tiine;* 
justice and homanity. That proud spirit such detachments of the militia, as in hie 
of liberty and independence, which sus- opinion the public service may require.—- 
tained nor fathers in the successful asser* V. That all the toiseds n?t now in service 
tiontof their rigfckts against, foreign aggres- belonging to the navy and worthy ojf re- 
sion, is not yet sunk. The patriotic me of c pair, be immedhftely fitted Up and put in 
the revolution still b6rns in the American commission.—A » expedient to 
breast with a holy and uuextinguisbable permit our merchanl vessels, owned ex¬ 
flame, and will conduct this nation to closively by resident citizens, and com* 
those high destinies, which are ncA less pianded and navigated solely by citizens, 
the reward of dignified moderation, than to arm, under proper regulations to be 
of exalted valour.—But we have borne prescribed by law, in selMefence, against 
with injusy until forbearance has ceased all unlawful procfedings towards them on 
to be a virtue^ The sovereignty and in- the high seas, 
dependence of these stales, purchased and 

sanctified by the blood of our fathers. Report qf Mr. A. QALLaTiN, Secretary of the 
from whom we received them, not for Treatury, hid before the Congress, 22i 
ourselves only, but as the inheritance of ATop. ISll, 
our posterity, are deliberately and sys¬ 
tematically violated. And the period has Receipts and Expenditures, 

arrived, when, in the opinion of your 

Comntittee, it is the sacred duty of Con* the year 

gress to call forth the patriotism and re- actual receipts into the Treoswiy, during 
sources of the country. By the aid of ending on the SOlh qf Septanber, 

these, and with the blessing of God, we 1®*^' amuted the following sums, 
confidently,trust we shall be enabled to 

procure that redress, which has been Dollars. 

stught .for by justice, by remonstrance Customs, sales of lands, ar- 

and forbearance m vain.-f-Your Com- rears, repayments, and 

mitteu, reserving for a future report pther branches of re- 

those ulterior measures, which, in their venue, amounting to- 

opiflion, oughf to be pursued, would, at gather, as appears by 

this , time, ea;mestly recommend, in the. the statement (E) to.... 13,5'U,446 37 

words of the President, “That the United Temporary loanofSlstDe- 

States be immediately ;|>ut into an armour cemhfer, ISia. 2,750,000 0 

and attitude demanded by the crisis, and , 

corresponding with the national spirit and 

topectationp.” And, to this end, they Total amount of receipts. .. 16,291,446 37 
feeg leave to sobmitV for'the adoption of Making together with tfae 
the House, the following Resolutions:— balance in the Treasury 
I. Resolved, That the Military Establish* October, 

ment, as authorised by the existing laws, 1810, and amounttng to 3,459,029 72 
ought 'to be immediately completed by^ ——— 

‘filling up the ranks and prolonging the * An aggregate of...... 19,750,476 ^9 

mlisrment of the troops; and that, to en- « .... 

Ooorage enlistments, a <buunty in Elands The disbursements,during 

ought to be given in addition tOk the pay the same year have been 

ond bounty now allowed by law.^r-lL That as Iblioweth, viz. 

ftn. additional force often thousand regular Civil deparCment, inpluflr 

troops ought .to be immediately raised to ing miscellaneous UX- 

serve fur three years; and that a bounty '' pepces apd tjio&e inci- . 

in lands ought to be given to encourage <llnh to tlye intercourse 

eQ|istment.-*lll, is expedient to withjldteignnations»MM l,96Q,i5j3 9jl 





liciQfjariaaaAst ^ 
arMuaU 2,1120,000 



1 till niiltoas aoid 

it jiaa^t lbir^^e whole yeu^ be esntnitod 
at about T^SOQbOOO dallac&x^The CliMoai» 


tfaty Depart¬ 
ment .. 2,»S6i000 

Indian do.. 142,725 

-- 4,407,725 0 


house bonds, outstanding on the ist dnji 
of January, 1812, and falling due in that 
year, are aim estimated, after deduetinc 
bad debts, at 7,500,000 dollars. Thm 


Payments for interest on 
the public debt . 2,225,800 03 

Total current expences ... 7,094,384 91 
Reifnbarsement’of the tem¬ 
porary loan (in Mardh • 

and September, 181 f^... 2,750,000 0 
Payments on account of 
the principal of the pub¬ 
lic debt .5,058,272 82 


Amounting together, as 
will appear laurb in de¬ 
tail b> the statement (£) 

to... 15,802,657 73 

And U'avirg in the Trea¬ 
sury on the 30th of Sept. 

1811, a balance of . 3,947,818 36 


19,750,476 09 

The actual receipts arising from re- 
venue alone, and exclusively of the tem- 
porasy loan since reimbursed, appear from 
this ii ate merit to have exceeded the cui> 
rent expences, including therein the in¬ 
terest paid on '>;he debt, by a sum of more 
than fiV'e tuillioiis and a half of dollars. 
But tiie payments on account of inierest, 
daring ibe year ending on the 30th Sept. 
1811, have from an unavoidable delay in 
making the usual remittances to Holland, 
fallen short of the amount during the same 
period; and ilie real excess of receipts 
arising from revenue, beyond the cur¬ 
rent expences, including therein the in¬ 
terest accrued on the debt, amounts only 
to near 5,100,000 dollars.—The receipts 
for the last qoartei of the year4811, are 
estimated at 3,300 0(X> dollars; and the 
expenditures (including the payment of 
arrears ot interest, and near 2,160,000 
dollars dn Account of the principal of the 
public debt) at 4,300,000 dollars; which 
will leave at the end of the year a balaifce 
ill the Treasury of nt;ar three millions of 
dollars. It will not, tlierefore, be necessary 
to resort, fur the service of the present 
year, to the loan autlioriseddiy the act of 
the last Session of Congress. s 

11. YEAR I812.-*lt is asc^|aiaed^at the* 
net revenue ansiug from duties on mer¬ 
chandise and tonnage, which has accrued 
during the three first quarters of the year 


sum may therefore be assumed as the pro* 
babie amount of receipts into the Treasury 
during the year 1812, on account of du« ^ 
ties on merchandise md tonnage; the 
portion of ihej'evenue arising from* im¬ 
portations subsequent to the present year, 
which will be received in 1812, being 
considered sufficient to pay the debentures , 
and expences of collection of that year«^ 
The payments made by purchasers of public 
lands north of the Uiver Ohio, having 
during the two last -years, after deducting 
the expences and charges on> that fund, 
amounted to near 600,000 dollars a year, 
that branch of revenue may for the pre¬ 
sent be estimated at that sum. Allowing 
one hundred thousand dollars for the other 
small items of revenue, which consist 
principally of arrears and repayments, the 
whole ainuunt of actual receipts into the 
Treasury during the year 1812, may 
therefore be estimated at 8,200,000 dol¬ 
lars—The current expences for the same 
year are estimated as followeth, viz. 

1 Expences of a civil nature. Dollars, 
both dom'estic and foreign... 1,260,000 

2. Military and Naval establish- . 

meats, accyrding to the esti¬ 
mates of those two depart¬ 
ments, and includiqg the ad¬ 
ditional permanent appro- 
prialions for the put chase of 

arms, and for Lidian aqpuities, 
viz. 

Army (including 
32,0(X) dollars for 
, militia)*............ 2,581,000 

Arsenals, arms, anil * 

ordnance .. 6r4,000 

Naval department... 2,3(X},000 
Indian department... 220,000 

r-5,915,000 

3. Interest on the public debt 2,225,000 

Amounting toother to . 9 , 400,000 

And exceeding by 1,200,000 the pro¬ 
bable amount of receipts, 'i'his d^ck 
may be paid out of the sum of three mil* 
lions of dollars m the Treasury. But 
under existing circumstances, it doe* not 
seem eligible to exliaust that fund ; and 
the equate of reoeipts being also liable to 
more than nnwJ ttoceriainty, the propriety 









of Bathoritiflg s'loxtt safficieiitto sopply 
thatdif|erence,:JUlid to defray such other ex* 
traordraary expencea as may be incurred 
during the year, is resp^tfuily submitted. 
•»it mmtattlmsame time be observed, that 
the sum of 9,400,000 dollars, thus stated 
as the amount of the current expences for 
the year 181S, includes in fact a portion 
of extraordinary expences > arising from 
the present state of anairs. For if the mi¬ 
litary and naval expenditure bad*been es¬ 
timated at a sum not exceeding the amount 
actually expended for those objects during 
the year ending'on tlie 30th September, 
f 1811, that is to say, at 4,4()0,<K)0 instead of 
5,900,000 dollars, the estimate of receipts 
would exceed that of current d^pences. 

The disbursements on accoun- Dollars, 
of the Navpl establishment have 
amounted in the year ending on 
the 30th September,, 1810, to... 1,675,000 

And in the year ending on the 
30th September, JSll, to.2,136,000 

I'hey are estimated for the 
year 1812, at. 2,500,000 

The disbursements on account 
of the Military establishment 
have amounted, in the year end¬ 
ing on the 30th September, 

1810, to.2,309,000 

And in the year ending on 
the SOtb September, 1b1 I, to.*..2,129,000 
• They are estimated for the year 
1812, at'...3,195,000 

But the detailed annual estimates for 
the year 181^ will shetv that they are 
predicated on the employment of almost 
the wliole of the naval force, and of the 
whole military cstablishpacntof the United 
States, as authorised byelaw, covefing, be¬ 
sides several other items, all the expence 
of more than i7,000 elFective mpn, in the 
land and sea service. «- 

With respect,,to t'lie payments on ac¬ 
count of the principal of the debt, it is evi¬ 
dent that an authority to borroW a sum 
eqdal to that which will be reimbursed 
during the year ivS 12, will be necessary. 
The payments which, according to Jaw, 
mast be made during that year on that ac' 
coant coti8i.st8 of c' 

1. Annual reimbursement Dollars. 

®f six per cent, and deferred c ' 
stock........ 1,570,000 

2. Reimbursement of the 
residue of the converted 

stock .. 565,318 41 


This sum and that pisykble'fot' intereit, 
amounting together to ,4,360,000 doHars, 
leave, in order to' complete the annual ap¬ 
propriation of eight millions, a balance of 
3.640,000 dollars, which can be applied 
in no other manner, than in purchases of 
stock at the prices limited by law. The 
amount which may be thus applied is 
therefore uncertain. 

Public Debt.— It appears by the state¬ 
ment (D) that the payments on account of 
the principal of the public debt will, from 
the 1st of October,* 1810, to the Sl st De¬ 
cember, 1.8 J1, have exceeded six millions 
four hundred thousand dollars. With the 
exception of the Annual reimbursement of 
the 6 per cent, and delerred stocks, there 
will remain at the end of the year 1811, 
no other portion of the public debt reim¬ 
bursable at the will of the United States, 
than the residue of converted stock, 
amounting, as above Stated, to 565,000 
dollars, and which will be* paid in the year 
1812. There being ' nothing afterwards 
left, on which the laws, passed subsequent 
to the year J801, for the redemption of 
the debt, can operate, a general view of 
the result and effect of those laws will now 
be presented. 

Exclusively of near three mil- Dollars. 

, lions of unfunded debt, since 
reimbursed, as detailed in 
the report of 18th of April, 

1802; the public .debt of 
the United States amounted 
on the Istof April, 1801, to 79,926,999 
The whole amount of principal ■ 
extinguished during the pe¬ 
riod of ten years and nine 
months,'commencing on the 
1st of April, 1801, and end¬ 
ing on the 31st of Dec. 1811, 

is. 46,022,81(1 

Leaving the amount of old 
debt unredeemed on 1st Ja¬ 
nuary, 1812..,....:. 33,900,189 

And to vfhich adding the Lou¬ 
isiana six per cent, stock, 
being a new debt coeJlract-' ' 
ed subsequent to the 8th of ^ 

‘April, 1801. 11,250,000 

Makes the whole amount of 
public debt on the 1st Ja¬ 
nuary, 1842.... 45,154,189 

i* - I 

The annual ^ iniarest on the 
publip debt due on the lat 
of April, J BUI, amoantad to 4,180,463 


Anoonting together to 2,135,318 41 
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The «nno«1 .interest on the 
ablic debt extinguished 
etween the 1st of.Ajpri), 

1801, and the Ist Jaiiuary, 

1802, amounts to....M. 2,032,982 

Leaving for the amounf of an¬ 
nual interest on the old debt 
unredeemed on the 1st Jan. 

1812..... 1,547,481 

The annual interest on the 

Louisiana stock is...,. 075,000 

Making the annual ihtelest on • 

the whole debt due> on the 

Ist January, 1812..',..... 2,222,481 

Which subtracted from the an¬ 
nual interest on the'debt . 

due on 1st of April, 1801... 4,180,403 

Leaves for the difference be¬ 
tween tbe amount of interest 
respectively payabieatthose 

two dates. ¥- .. 1,907,942 

The disposable national revenue, or that 
portion which alone is appplicable to de¬ 
fray the annual national expences, consists 
only of the surplus of tbe gross amount of 
revenue tollected beyond the amount | 
necessary for paying the interest on the i 
public debt. A diminution of that interest j 
is, with respect to the ability of defraying j 
the other annual expences, a positive in¬ 
crease of revenue to the same amount.* | 
With an equal amount of gross revenue, 
the revenue appiical^e to defray the na¬ 
tional expences is now, by the effect of 
tbe reduction of the debt, two millions six 
hundred thousand dollars greater than on 
the 1st day of April, 1801., Or, if another ! 
view of the subject be thought more cor- { 
reel, the laws for the redurti<»n of the 
debt liave in ten years and nine months, 
enabled the United States to pay in fui) 
tbe purchase money of Louisiana, and in¬ 
creased their revenue near two millions of 
dollars.——If the amount of an; 9 ual pay¬ 
ments on account of both the principal 
and interest of the public debt, dq,ring the 
last eight years, be contrasted with the 
payinent3,hejreafter necessary for the same 
purpose, the difference will be still more 
Btrikit)g. Eight millions of dollars haije 
been annually paid on that account during 
these eight years. The whole amount 
payable alter the year 18i2, including the 
annual reimbursement on the iix per cent, 
and deferred stocks, is 3,792,382^o1lar8, 
making an annual difference of more than 
4,200,000 dollars, which wfill'be libereted 
from that appropriation. And thi»*annuai 



payment jof about three. millioiH eight 
hundfed thousand dollars, would, have 
been soffidient, with some siiiall vanatioQS, 
to discharge in ten years the whole of the 
residue of the existing debt, with thh ex¬ 
ception of the three per'^cent stock, the 
annual interest on which amounts only to 
485,000 dollars. Tho aspect of the fo¬ 
reign relations of the United States, for¬ 
bids, however, the hope of seeing the work 
completed within that shoot period.—The 
redemption of .the principal has be At ef¬ 
fected without the aid of any internal 
taxes, either directoir indirect, without any 
addition during the last seven years to , 
the rate of duties on importations, which, 
on the contrary, *have been impaired by 
tbe repeal of that on salt, and notwith¬ 
standing tSe great diminution of com¬ 
merce during the* last four ^ears. , It 
therefore proves, decisively, the ability of 
the United States, with their ordinary re¬ 
venue, to discharge, in ten years of peace, 
a debt of forty-two millions of dollars, a 
fact which considerably lessens the weight 
of the most formidable objection to which 
that revenue, depending almost solely on 
commerce, appears to be liable. In time 
of peace, it is almost sufficient to defray 
the expences of a war; in time of war it 
is hardly, competent to support the ex¬ 
pences of a peace establishment. Sinking 
at once unde.r adverse circumstances from 
fifteen to six or eight millions of dollars, 
it is only by a persevering application <ff 
the surplus, wdiich it affords in years of 
prosperity, to the discharge of the debt, 
that a total change in the sH'stem of tax¬ 
ation, or a perpetual accunfulatipn of debt 
can be avoided. But if a similar applica¬ 
tion of such surplus be hereafter strictly 
adhered to, 40 milHons of debt contracted 
during five or six years of war, fpay al¬ 
ways, without any extraordinary exertions, 
be reimbffrsed in ten year| of peace. 
This yiew oT the subject h|s, at the present 
crisis, appeared necessary for the purpose 
of distinctly pointing out one of the prin¬ 
cipal resources within the reach of the 
United States. But to be placed on-a solid 
foundation, it requires the aid of a re¬ 
venue “ sufficient at least to defray the 
ordinary expeneq^ of Government, and to 
pay the interest on the public debt, inclu¬ 
ding that pn new loans which may be au¬ 
thorized.” 

Provision for the ensuing \^ars.— 
•The revenue is derived frorn twbwurces, 
the Duties on Impoiiatious, and the sales 
on Public Lands. ^ 







The nrtrerHulfc from 

mi Bterchmtidi^ and ' 

tonflage, which jtccraed 
during the y«wr !8G^ 

amounted fcOj..... 6^527,166 

Ihe net rerenue wising from 
the same sources, which 
accrued during the year 
i 810, amounted as will ap¬ 
pear hy tile Btatement (A.) 

and(‘B.)to.i. 12,51 Sb“^90 

The* same reTenue for the 
year 1811, is estimated, as 
has already been slated, at.. 7,500,000 
A portion of the rerenoe of 
this year having he^ col¬ 
lected on British merchan- 
dize imported before the^ 
prohibition took ej^vet, the 
permatihnt revenue, arising 
from duties V>n tonnage and 
'merchandize, wfli not pro¬ 
bably, at their present rate, 
and under existing circum- 
stances, exceed 6,000i(KK), 
ah estimate which is corro¬ 
borated by the view of the 
subject exhibited in the 
statement (B. 2.) 

The sales of public lands north 
of the-river Ohio, have dur¬ 
ing 'the year ending on 
the 3Gth September J81!, 
amounted, as appears by the 
statement (C.) to 207,000 
acres, and tha paymehts 
by purchasers to 000^000 
dollars. has already 

btssn stated, tbat'those pay¬ 
ments on the average of the 
two last years, amount, after 
deducting the expehces anti . 

charges on that fund, to the 

annual sum of...... ^ 600,000 

The saios in the Mississippi territory, 
being, in the first -fnstance, appropriated 
to the payment of 1,230,000 dollars to the 
state df Georgia, are distinctly stated. 

The permanent revenue, or Dollars, 
annbal receipts, after the 
•^year 1812, calculated on 
the existing state of aifairs, 2. 

may therefore be estimated 

at......... 0,600,000 

Which, dfeducted from the an-«. 
nual expenditures, calcula¬ 
ted ‘oh "the same princijJle, 

♦nd amounting, by the pre- *; 

ceding estimate'of Ihe year 

1812 , to,.. 2,200,000; 


l,eave a defieieney ♦o tw'pro- 

vMed for, 2,600/000 

' An addition of SO per cent, to the pre¬ 
sent imaount .of duties, (k^ether wj& a 
contrhttance of the temiiorary duties here¬ 
tofore designated*' by the name of * Me¬ 
diterranean iFood') will be suffirient to 
supply tfait deficiency, and is i-espectfully 
aetmitted. .This appears preferable 
for the present to any internal tax.—With 
respect to the sales pnblic lands, be«des 
»af}brding a suppldnadntary fund for the «1- 
timate redemption of the public debt, they 
may, without any diminution of revenue, 
be usefully appHed as a bounty to soldiers 
enlisting in the regular service, and in faci¬ 
litating the terms of loans. But it does 
not appear that the actual receipts into 
the Treasury, arising iiom the sales, can be 
materially increased, without a reduction 
in the price ; unless it be by an attempt 
to bifer certain porfions for sale in the 
large cities of the Union.—The same 
amount of revenue would be necessary, 
and with the aid of loans, would, it is be¬ 
lieved, be sufficient in case of war. The 
same increase of duties would therefore be 
equally necessary in that event,—Whe¬ 
ther it would be sufficient to produce the 
same amount of revenue as under existing 
circumstances, cannot at present be deter¬ 
mined. Should any deficiency arise, it 
may be supplied without difficulty, by a 
farther increase of duties, by a restoration 
of that on salt, and by a proper selection 
of moderate internal taxes. To raise a 
fixed revenue of otily nine millions of dol¬ 
lars, is so much within the compass of the 
na.ional resources, so much lens in.propor¬ 
tion than'is pai<l by any other nation, that, 
under any circumstances, it will only re¬ 
quire the wilt of the legislature to eilect 
the object.—The possibility of raising 
money by loans to the amount which may 
be wanted, remains to be examined. For 
the fact that the United States may 
easily, ten years of peace, extinguish a 
debt of forty-two millions of dollars, does 
not necessarily imply that tlaey-couid bor¬ 
row that sum during a period of war.—In 
tlm present state of the world, foreign loans 
may be considered as nearly unattainable. 
Tn that respect , as‘in all others, the United 
States must solely rely' on their own re¬ 
sources. '[f^ese have their natural bounds, 
. but arif believed to be fully adequate totbe 
Support of all the national force that otoi 
'bc^ usefully* and efficiently employed,— 
The ability and will ofthe United States 










OMiml^efinlly imd =|}^ terms of! 

iotfis 4riU uriio shape 4iiiiatever be affect* ^ 
•d Want tff c'onffdetice in either. 

They most, depend nioit ohty on , 

the state orpabVic eredrt, ar^ on the abi-! 
lily to lend, but also bn'’*tbe existing de-i 
mand fof capital required for other ob* 
jects.—Whatever this may be, the money ; 
wanted by the pttbHc most be purchased tt; 
its market prkSe. Whenever the amount; 
VN^d for the ServkO of tbe year, or the; 
ivhole amount of itoc]rln*the market, shall 
exceed certain limits, it toiy be expected i 
that legal interest not be sufficient i 
to obtain the sums teq^uired. In that case, 
the most simple and direct is also tbei 
cheapest and safest mode. It appears s 
much more eligible to pay at once the ! 
differencht either a premiain in lands, 1 
or by idlowlng a higher rate of -interest,' 
than to increase the amount of stock ere-i 
ated, or to attempt any operation Which 
might iojuridosly affect the circulating 
medinm of the country. This difficulty, 
and it is the only serious one which has 
been anticipated, will not, indeed, if ana¬ 
lysed, appear very formidable. For, to 
take an extreme ease, and supposing even: 
'dominions of dollars to be borrowed at 
eight instead of six per cent, a year, the 
only difference would consist in the ad¬ 
ditional payment of eight hundred thou-r 
sand dollars a year, uUtii the principal ^ 
was reimbursed ; a payment inconvenient: 
indeed, and to be avoiitod, if practicable*— 
but inconsiderable, if compared either 
with the effects of other means of raising 
money, or with some othet branches of 
the public expenditure.—-It appears from 
the preceding estimates, that 'nothing 
more may be strictly wanted for defray¬ 
ing, during the year IS 12 , the expe'nces 
as yet anthurised bv law; than an autbo- 
rifcy to borrow a tom equal to that which 
may be reimbursed on acc6unt.of the 
principal ofthe public debt. With a view 
to the eiMuing years, and cohsiderjpg the 
'aspect Of public affaifs presented by the 
' eXecottVe, and the measures Of expence 
vrhicb bc^has recemmehded, it ^has ‘been 
attempted to sliow I. That a fixed re-« 
venue of-nbout nine'millions Of dollars is 
^taeoesaary and tofficient,* both under ^ the 
existing situation of the United States, 
and in the event of their assuqdng a dif- ' 
ferent attilnde..*-ll. That an addit^n to 
the rate of duties on importations is at 
present sufficient for that purpo^, although 
m the course of events it .mey require 


Bomeitid #eto otha- iKmrim of 
III. Tlmtmay ^be On 
obtaining loans to a.considerable amount, 
fw defraying the expences which may fern 
incurred beyond the amount of revenue 
above staled.-'—IV. That the peace tove* 
nae of the United States will be sufficient, 
without any extraordinary exertiems, to 
discharge in a few years the debt which 
may be thus necefisarily incurred.—All 
which is respectfully enbmieied,—A lbxkv 
GaLtATiN.— TreaStoy 
1811. 

a 

SsAiN. —tiispalchfrom Lord discount T(d»~ 
•sera, relative to the Siege and Capture qf 
Ciudad Rodrigo. Dated Gallegoi, 20 #A 
Jan. 1819. Addressed to Lorn Lftur* 
pool, and published in London pa the 5th 
Reb. 1812. 

I informed your Ldi’dsbip bi my dis* 
patch of the 9tb, that I bad attacked 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and in that Of the r5tfa, 
of tbe progress of the operations to that 
period ; and I have now the ptemure to 
acquaint your Lordship, that we took the 
place by storm yesterday evening after 
dark.—^We continued from the 15th to tlie 
19tli to complete the second parallel, and 
the commtmications with that work; and 
We had made some progress by sap to¬ 
wards the crest of the glacis. On -the 
night of tbe 15th, we ilkqw-ise advanced 
from the Ipft of the first parallel down the* 
slope of the hiH, towards the Convent of 
St. Francisco, to a situation from which 
the walls of the Fausse braye and of the 
town were seen, on which a battery of 
seven guns was constructed, and they 
commenced their fire on the morning of 
the 18th.—In the mean time, the batteries 
in the parallel continued iheir *{ 11 %; and 
yesterday evening their fire had not only 
considerably, injured the defences of the 
placevbut had'made breaches in the-Fausse 
Braye wall, and in the body of the place, 
which were tonsiderea practicable; while 
the battery on the slope of the hill, whiUh 
had'been commenced on thebight df the 
15th, and had opened-on the I8tb, bad 
been equally efficient still farther to 'the 
left, and ‘opposite* to;the suburb of St. 
Francisbo.—*I ‘therefore determined to 
storm the ^ace, -notwithstanding that the 
approaches had not been brouglH to the 
crest of the glacis, and the counterscarp 
<Jf tbe ditch was still entire. The attack 
was accordingly made yesterday evening 
in five separate columns, consisting of tbf 



PoytiGAi^ 



triwpi of the 3rd »nd rJ^ht divisiorn, and 
•f Brigadier-General- Pack’s brigade. 'Rie 
two light columns, conducted by Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel O’Toole, of the 2 nd Ca 9 a- 
dorcs, and Major Ridge, or the itb regi¬ 
ment, were destined to protect the ad vance^ 
of Major-General M Kinnon’s brigade, 
forming the third, to the icp of the breach 
in the Fausse Braye wall; and all these, 
being composed of troops of the 3rd divi¬ 
sion, were under the direction of Lipute- 
naht-General Picton.—The fourth column, 
consisting of the 43rd and 52nd regiments, 
and part of the 95th regiment, being of 
the light division under the direction of 
Major-General Craufurd, attacked the 
breaches on the left, in front of the^ubiirb, 
of St. Francisco, and covered the left of 
the attack of the principal breach by the 
troops of the 3rd division; and Brigadier- 
General Paci; was destined with his bri¬ 
gade, forming the 5th column, to make, a 
false attack upon the southern face of the 
fort. Besides these five columns, the 94th 
regiment, belonging to the 3rd division, 
descended into the ditch in two columns 
on the right of Major-General M'Kinnon’s 
brigade, with a view to protect the descent 
of that body into the ditch, and its attack 
of the breach in the Fausse Braye, against 
the obstacles which it was supposed the 
enemy would construct to oppo.se their 
progress.—All these attacks succeeded 
and Brigadier-General Pack even surpassed 
my expectations, having converted his 
false attack into a real one, ^nd his ad¬ 
vanced guard, under the command of 
Major Lynch, having followed the enemy’s 
troops from* * the advanced works into the 
Fausse Braye, where they made prisoners 
of all opposed to them.—rMajor Ridge, of 
the 2nd battalion of the 5th regiment, 
having escaladed the Fausse Braye wall, 
stormed the principal breach in the body 
of the pl%ce, together with the 94th legi- 
ment, conim|mded by Lieulenant^Colonel 
Campbell, which hud moved along the 
ditch at the same time, and had stormed 
the breach in the Fausse Braye, both in 
front of Major-General M'Kiniion’s bri¬ 
gade. Thus these regiments not only 
efifectually covered the advance from the 
trenches of Major-Qeneral M'Kinnon’s 
brigade by their first movements and ope¬ 
rations,^ but they preceded tl\em in the at¬ 
tack.—-Major-General Craufurd and Major¬ 
’s 


^neral Vandeleur, «nd the troops of the 
light division on the left, were likewise 
very forward- on that side; and in less 
than half an hour from the time the attack 
commenced, our troops were in possession 
of, and formed on the ramparts of the 
place, each body cotjlignous to'the Other. 
The enemy then submitted, haying sus¬ 
tained a considerable loss in the contest.— 
Our loss was also, 1 am concerned to add, 
severe, particularlyin officers of high rank 
and estimation in tiiis army. Major Gene¬ 
ral Mac Kiiinomwas unfortunately blown 
up by the accidental explosion of one of the 
enemy’s expence magazines, close to the 
breach, after he had gallantly and success¬ 
fully led the troops under his command to 
tbe attack. Major Genera] Craufurd like¬ 
wise received a severe wound while he 
was leading on the Ijght division to the 
storm, and 1 am apprehensive that 1 shall 
be deprived for some time of his assist¬ 
ance. Major Gen. Vandeleur was like¬ 
wise wounded in the same manner, but 
not so severely, and he was able to con¬ 
tinue in the field. 1 have to add to this 
list, Lietit. Colonel Colbourne, of the 
53d regiment, and Major George Napier, 
who led the storming party of the light 
divi.sion, and was wounded on the top of 
the breach.—-I have great pleasure in re¬ 
porting to your Lordship the uniform good 
conduct, spirit of enterprize, and patience 
and perseverance in the performance of 
great labour by which the General Of¬ 
ficers, officers and* troops of the 1st, 3d, 
4lh, and light divisions, and Brigadier- 
General Pack’s brigade, b^ whom the 
siege was carried on, have been distin¬ 
guished during the late operations. Lieu¬ 
tenant 'General Graham assisted me in 
superintending the conduct of the details 
of the siege, besides performing tbe duties 
of the general officer commanding the first 
division ; and I am much indebted to the 
suggestions and assistance I received from 
him fur the success of this enterprize.— 
The fondudt of all parts of tbe 3d di¬ 
vision, in the operations which they per¬ 
formed with so much galjaq^try and ex¬ 
actness on the evening of the 19th, in the 
dark, afford tbe strongest proof of the 
abilities of Lieut. General Picton and 
Major General *Mac Kinnon, by wh6m 
they were directed and led. 

(To be continued.) 
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t>ab|i»hed by R. BAGSHAW, Brydges-Street, Covont- Garden. 
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“ lay the Whigs, “ at the end of the year the ^ettrkliotu expire.'' Yet j ao they do ; but, a 
*< year is a Itmg while; many things happen in a year; and, if all other matter^ hold together ’till next 
“ February, Mr. Perceval must be a very lame man indeed^ if he be not much more powerful then than 
" he now is, and if the Prince have not much tfrenger reasons for keeping him in than he has now hail 
for choosing him.”—Political Register, Vol. XIX. page 311, Feb. 6th, 1811. 
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No. I. 

THE " NEW ERA.” 

In my Register before the last I took oo> 
casion to express my surprise, that any 
rational man should exppct to see the ces¬ 
sation of the Restrictions amended with an^ 
material change in the mode of conduct* 
ing our affairs, or in the men by whom 
those afiairs were conducted. I could see, 
for my part, no reason whateyer for any 
such expectation ; because,. as to all the 
changes that were talked of, the Prince 
bad had the power to make them at any 
time after he became Regent, and, as to 
the impediments (feigned by the Opposi¬ 
tion Prints) to the exercise of that power, 
they were such, it appeared to me, as 
could have grown out of nothing but the 
most delusive hopes.-——This opinion of 
mine did not, however, stand in need of 
any trial to create or confirm it. I enter-> 
taiped it from the moment that the Prince, 
last year at this time, resolved to keep Mr. 
Perceval in his placf; and, as my Motto 
will shew, 1 was not tardy iu expressing 
it. In the article, from which this motto 
is extracted, / told the fortune of the 
Whigs. They will, do well to turn to it 
now ; and when they perceive with what 
scrupulous exactness my predictions have 
been thus far fulfilled, they will, perhaps, 
be the more disposed to listen to what 1 
shall by-and-by say is to their future fate. 

But, before we come to speak of their 
destiny, we have divers other matters to 
treat of; for, we are now upon a subject 
upon which the future historian df these 
times will dwell with particular emphasise 
we have now before us matters to whjch 
probably he will refer as being the source 
of some great events the consequences of 
which he will have t» record. It will, 
therefore, be of great use to take a rapid 
sketch of the Party history of his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, *as far as'it 
has been made known in auibeuti^ docu* 
meniB, or has been made mnttSr of per£sct 
notoriety from all those acts which juatily 


men in drawing codcIuhods as to’party 
connections. 

It is, then, perfectly notorious, that hl» 
Royal Highness was, for many years, 
from the time, indeed, that he began to’ 
have a weight iff political matters, looked 
upoA as having a decided partiality for 
that set cf politicians, or that political 
party, at the head of whom the late 
Mr. Fox; and, I will ventpre to say, that, 
from the year 1786 to the the year 1811, 
there was scarcely a man in the kingdom, 
who did not look upon it as a matter of 
courte, that, in case of the king's death, 
that party would come into power; that, 
in short, this was looked upon as a thing 
nearly as certain as the descent of any in¬ 
heritance of landed property. Lord 
Moira, the Duke of Norfolk, the Duke of 
Bedford, Lord Erskine, Mr. Sheridan, and 
all others, the Prince's particular friends 
belonged to that party, and, indeed, they 
belong to it still. That be, therefore, bad 
a decided bias towards that descrjption »f 
politicians thp public naturally believed ; 
indeed, not to have believed it they must 
have formed opinions in direct opposition to 
the evidence of tbeir eyes-and ears; be¬ 
cause all they had seen and all they bad 
heard for so many years tended to a con¬ 
firmation of the fact. 

When, therefore, the king was seized 
with his present wretched malady, in the 
}i^ear 181^, on the anniversa^ of his ac¬ 
cession to the throne^ the If'mg party, for 
such'they chose to call themselves, that 
being a name given to the real friends of 
freetiom in the days of the Charleses and 
the Jameses; the Whig Party, who had 
been ousted % the present ministers under • 
the cry of ^o-popery, began to think that 
their turn was at hand. As the king's 
malady increased, they entertained 
stronger and stronger hopes of a speeder 
return to Ae powers and honours of admt* 
nistration. With these delicious prospects 
gin view, they strenuously oppo.sed theiie- 
atrictions, which the ministry were endea¬ 
vouring to impose upon the poweri «f th« 






Prince «'ben be sbooW tw Regeotj, regard¬ 
ing it w* raalter of coiiree/ltot they wertr 
to be bis* advUers, liking to bare 

the powers of the state abridgea itt their 
hanas. Thensimstry did, litweyer,. suc¬ 
ceed. Their panizans were more nbme- 
rous than those of the Whigs. Whether 
froDft. ppsses^ing a finer note and being 
able to scent events at a greater distance, 
or, from wiiatever other hidden cause I 
know not; but certainly, the Minister, 
during* all the discussions about the Re¬ 
gency, was remarkably bold, and inspired 
his adherents with a sioiilar quality. 

In tbe mean while,the Prince Regentliad, 
h was said, charged Lords Grey and Gren¬ 
ville w ith the busi ness oifofming a minis/sjj for 
him, which business they had undertaken, 
and they were proceeding in U,Vvitb great 
alacrity, when, all of a sudden, they re¬ 
ceived an intimtttion from him, that he had 
determined not to make any change at alt in 
the ministry! This was a most unexpected 
stroke to the Whigs; yet they thought it 
prudent to put the best possible face upon 
the matter, and, with that view they pub¬ 
lished, in the Morning Chronicle of 4lh 
February, 1811, the reasons, why the 
Prince had adopted this apparently strange 
resolution. It was here stated, that the 
Prince had all along, agreeably to the 
advice of the Whig Lords, determined to 
ascertain, before he made any change in 
the ministry, whether there was any pro¬ 
bability of his father’s speedy recovery; 
and that if he fourid, that tiiere was such 
probability, it was belter to suffer even 
an erroneous system to be pursued for 


few months, tharf to change and change it 
back again for so short a space of time. 
After slating this, the article goes on thus: 

--This examination has actually taken 

•* place at Cavleton Mouse. The I’hysi- 
** cians have been severally and surces- 
sively examined by the Prindb’s Chan. 
« cellor; in the presence of his Royal 
" Highness; and we understand, that the 
“ result of that enquiry is, that thouah 
«^they qannoi speak with any* greater 
“degrue of certainty than at their exami- 
•** nations before the two HtAses, as to the 
•• precise time when it may expected 
“ that his Majesty could safely return to 
“ the exercise of his Royal functions, 
“.whether it is probalifo that he^sliould be 
“ a lie to return at the end of two months 
‘t or of three months, yet ihey all concur 


** seat a roesMge to Lord GrenviHe and 
** Lopd rGrey, at it late hour on Friday 
“ pigbtf announcing to them his de^ermj* 
“nation not to make change of Mif 
“ htsteia at this time, 'fiie ihessage was 
“ conveyed by Mr. Adam and Lord Hut-, 

“ ebinsop, ana v/as expremd in the t»0Jt 
“ hartdsome terms qf approbation qf tlteir cqn- 
“ duct, and qf thanks for the readiness with 
“ tvlikh they had yielded to his request to form 
“ an arrangement, if circumstunces should 
“ tnake it proper for him to interpose his own 
judgment, as to ike fit and wiu system qf 
“ meamres to be pursued on the present alarms 
“ ing condition our affairs; and con- 
“ eluding with a decUriaion qf his unabated 
** confidence in their wisdom and ability, to 
“ condm the Adminiitralion upon principles 
" the most advantageous to the Crown and 
“ Peopfc. This intimation will be received 
“ with real satisfaction by the friends of 
“ those Noble Lords, who roust all feel 
“ with them that nothing but a sense of 
“ imperious duty could have induced them 
“ to enter into office in the dilemma created 
“ by a temporary defect in the Royal 
“ Authoriiy. Three months, the most im- 
“ portant perhaps that have evermccurred 
“ in our history, have already passed under ■ 
“ a total suspension of ihe functions of 
“ government—and another month must 
" necessarily have been added to the 
delay, if the Prince had yielded to tbe 
“ patriotic sentiment of his mind, and 
“ recurred all at on^e to the principles 
“ U[)on which he thinks the Adminislra- 
'* tion would be most beneficially con- 
“ ducted. So much time would have been 
“ required for tljo re-election of those who 
“ must have vacated their seat-s, and for 
“the re-«*itahlishinont pf the routine of 
“ office—a delay which certainly might 
“ be productive of more serious calamity 
“ than what can be conceived probabfo 
“ from the perseverance in the sysieia, 

“ until the hopes held out by the phy- 
" sijrians shall be realized; or until time 
" shall Ijave destroyed these hopes. It is 
“ a moment too, when public business oi 
/' the most urgent nature calls &)r instant 
“ prosecution—and we need not add that 
“,it is a moment when, whatever may 
“ have been the rashness or'" the folly of 
“ embarking in thi career of the present 
“system, it is too late to interrupt its 
" march, or even to avert its issue—and 
" abovp all, we are sure the whole nation 


m expressing their confident belief in< “ will concur in respecting and applauding 
" Ins nl'itniiie t ecDvery —In consequence " tSe filial qhd*aff ctionate motives of re^ 
oi this fipinloti, tve uadui s:Uiud,thc Prince " vereoce to htit Royal Father, winch have 



his Ite Higteesis to take 
« iMii step— f^e n»hk tofdg, 3i^ m<krsumd, 


dae to Aii CON^T^mm:: AN'B 


•^ reeeioed the itamaiion a wcgf eoirespond- 
*' wUk (hHr h^h char4eitt mtd ikeir Just 
** sense of the piMic intefestSL IPke^ had the 
•• hanmar of a long audience qf the Prince at 
*• Carleton House yesterdcy; when he was 
•' GRACIOUSLY PLEASED PERSON- 
«ALLY TO RENEW THE ASSU- 
« RANCESOF HIS PERFECT ESTEEM 
" AND CONFIDENCE.” 

This was the light in which the matter 
was then placed befoth the public ; and, 
indeed, when the Letter of the Prince to 
Mr. Perceval, upon that occasioak came to 
be pubitshed, this appeared to have been 
the light, in which the Whigs were justi¬ 
fied in viewing it. That Letter was as 
follows, and the reader will do well to pay 
attention to every word of it. 

Letter tf the Prince Regent to Mr. Perceval, 

dated, Carlton House, 4 February, 1811. 

The Prince of Wales considers the mo¬ 
ment to be arrived, which calls for his 
decision with respect to the persons to be 
employed by him, in the administration 
of the Executive Government of the Coun¬ 
try, according to the Powers vested in him 
by the Bill passed by the two Houses of 
Parliament, and now on the point of re¬ 
ceiving the sanction of the Great Seal. 

The**Priace feels it incumbent upon 
him, at this precise juncture, to communi¬ 
cate to Mr. Perceval his intention not to 
remove from their statioq? those whom he 
finds there, as his Majesty^s oiFicial ser¬ 
vants. At the sSme time the Prince owes 
it to THE TRUTH AND SINCERITY OF 
CHARACTER, which, he trusts, will ap¬ 
pear IN EVERY ACTION OF HIS LIFE, 
in whatever situation placed, explicitly to 
declare, that the irresistible impulse of 
filial duty and A¥FECTION*TO HIS 
BELOVED AND AFFLICTEDFATHER, 
leads him to dread that any act of thh Re¬ 
gent might, in the smallest degree, have 
the effect of interfcrlttg with the progress 
of his Sovereign's recovery. THIS CON¬ 
SIDERATION ALONE dictates the de¬ 
cision now communicated to Mr. Perceval^ 

Having thus performed an act of aiidis^ 
pensible duty, fiom a just sense of wlmt is 


has) odijf,# 

tliat> imoiig Ihe' many blessingis to life' (le-f 
riv(^ from his Majesty^s restovation to 
hoaltbi and to the personal exercise of his 
Royal Fanetions.it will not, in the Prince's 
estimation, be the least, that that most for¬ 
tunate eyent will at once RESCUE HIM 
FROM A SITUATION OF UNEXAM¬ 
PLED EMBARRASSMENT, and put an 
end to a state of affairs, ILL CALCU¬ 
LATED. HE FEARS, TO SUSTAIN THE 
INTERESTS OF THE UNITED KING¬ 
DOM, in this awful and perilous crisis, and 
mostdifficjilttobe reconciled to the genuine 
principles of the British Constitution. 

« 

Thus stood the mailer in February last. 
The Prince retained the ministry of his 
father ; bu^ as the letter clearly implies, 
only because they were the ministry of 
his father, and because he feared, that, bis 
putting them out might possibly retard 
liis father’s recovery. From this it was 
by the Whigs understood, that he would 
not iiave kept the ministers, if there had 
been no fair probability of his father’s re¬ 
covery, and even of his speedy recovery ; 
and that he.was extremely impatient to re¬ 
main, tor even a short space of time, in this 
situation. The language of the Opposition 
prints perfeotly corresponded with these 
notions. When the first Council Meeting 
of the Prince Regent had taken place, the 
Morning Chronicle, the or^an of the NVhig 
Party, spoke of the situation of the minis¬ 
ters, in these terms:-" We cannot view 

" the melancholy and almost ridiculous 
“ situation in which the King’s Ministers 
“ are placed at this moment, without 
feeling of real and undivided pity. Mi- 
“ ni^ters without cfenfidence, the jest of 
** Windsor, of Carlton House, and of their 
« oum friends, distrusted even by their own 
“ retainers, who consider them only as 
upon sufferance, bow can w'e in common 
hunjanily refuse them our sincere ccwi- 
••passion? With all the responsibility, all 
« the trouble ayd all the plague of Go- 
»' verninent, they possess none of the 
“ meanB.of rendering their situations be- 
•• neficial to the public, grateful to their 
” friends, or formidable to thf i-r enemia, 

« ..We again state as a tact whimr 

" we know cannot be disputed, that in; the 
« Council Chamber 
I 'it 




HI] poi^icyj, pGisa^ im 


*• shewed the. ttroni^ an i most Jlutteri^ 
" marks'^f his favour and qf ktadness to all 
•• those^onnected With the men inoan to pos» 
*• sees his confidence, whilst to ^h« King's 
" ministers and their adhe/ents,.||iis de- 
" portment, always gracious, because to 
'' none can it be. other than gracious, 
" marked to all who were present, as well 
" as to (hemseives, the distance at which he 
*• meant to hold i^em, and the terms upon 
" which he permitted them to continue 
" the government; and lest they should 
" mistake him, he gave away the first 
thing which came wflbin his gift, with- 
V out communication with them, and in 
“ direct opposition to their known inten* 
" tions and wishes. We repeat, thdt .the 
audiences of Mr. Perceval and of the 
" other Ministers did not exceed two mi- 
" nutes each, with the exception of the 
" Lord Chancellor, whom his Royal High- 
" ness detained whilstThe communicated to 
** him that he would not go down to Parlia- 
*< ment to read the Speech written by Ministers 
•• who did not posuss his confidence. For the 
" truth of this statement we are ready to 
“ make any appeal the Ministerial News- 
“ papers may require. We are ready even 
“ to appeal to the Lord Chancellor’s con- 
** science.” 

Under these representations, true or 
false, how could the public refrain from 
believing, that, as soon as it was ascertain¬ 
ed, that the king’s case was without hope, 
thd Prinee would turn out the ministers ? 
1, indeed, endeavoured to guard the pub¬ 
lic against such belief; I spared no pains 
to accomplish that object; but, as in too 
many other instances, I failed of success; 
and the people in general did certainly 
expect, that something would be done, when 
the Restrictions should cease. As the time 
went on this became less and less likely; 
for, if the Prince made no change when it 
was, in July, last, ascertained,,t%at there-j 
was no probabili^ of the king's recovery, 
what reason was there to expect, that he 
would make any material changenowf Still, 
however,*lbe notion prevailed. Tbi people 
did fxpiect, that he would do tomethitig ; 
And, by doing something, they meant that 
he would make some material change in 
the system upon which tl^ nation's aniiirs 
had Men conducted, which, of course, dn- 
tluded a change of the ministry. How 
they could expect this after what they had 
seen in the re-appointment of the Duke of 
• York and the appointment of Colonel 
M'Mahon, 1 know not; but still, certain it is 
^ai they did ei|«6t it.. 


We are now drawing to the close of lh» 
drama ; the jinraretliog of the whole 
thing; and, more complete.disappoint¬ 
ment, surely, never was ’ experienced. 
The parliameut being summoned to me^ 
at a time rather more early than usual, it 
was concluded, that the object was to give 
time for just making preparations for the 
change that was to take place on the 18th 
instant As that day approached, expec¬ 
tation became more and more vivid. 
About the 10th it was in every body's 
mouth, that a total change had been re¬ 
solved on, and that all the arrangements 
were made. But, about this time, Mr. 
Perceval wrote into the City to make pro¬ 
positions^ the funding of Exchequer Bills, 
a measure which it would naturally take 
some weeks to carry into execution. This 
would have been decisive with me, if my 
mind had not been before made up on the 
subject. Still, however, people kept on 
expecting a change. The Marquis Wel¬ 
lesley, we were told, had tendered his re¬ 
signation, and that the PrinCe desired him 
to keep the seals of his office, ’till the 
expiration of the Restrictions.' This was 
regarded as conclusive in favour of the ex¬ 
pected change; and the otler to] make 
a bargain about the Exchequer Bills was 
forgotten, though that alone might have 
convinced any one, that the Minister look¬ 
ed upon the duration of his power as quite 
secure. 

On the 13th, howeyer, during tjie de¬ 
bate on Mr. Whitbread’s motion for pa¬ 
pers relating to the dispute with America, 
the hopes of theWhigs received a blow that 
staggered them., Mr. Curwen, the very 
gentiemain who first proclaimed the neces¬ 
sity of rating round tliis minister and sup¬ 
porting him'in his measures against tiir 
Francis Burden, in the Spring of 1810, 
having let fall some expressions predict¬ 
ing a speedy destruction of the minister’s 
power. Me. Perceval answered, that the 
golden dreams of his opponents would, he 
imagined, not prove to be well founded; 
This was a heavy blow. It threw the 
whole party into consternation. made 
them reel. They did, nevertheless, ap¬ 
pear to ‘'rol^' again on the l5ih, and 
they went so far as to tell the public, that 
Mr. Perceval had eScplained his words be¬ 
fore he left the House on the 13th. On 
the 16th, however, the truth could no 
longer bf disguised. It was then known, 
dtfaat the minister was to remain in, and the 
Opposition pAnfs were reluctantly com¬ 
pelled to acknowledge the fact. 




StHl ijllfK mi a story abqtit ciitertures 
to l^rds Grey and Grenville; and the 
pabKc were in a state of uncertainty as to 
the real facts till the 19tb, when, in order, 

1 suppose, to put an end to all further 
doubts or disputes, out came the following 
Letters, upon which, when I hare inserted 
them, I shall make some remarks. 

Prince’s Letter to the Duke qf York, 
relative to the Ministry, dated, Carleton 
House, ISth Feb. IHVJ. • 

My dearest Brother, 

As the Restrictions on the Exercise of 
the Royal Authority '#ill shortly expire, 
when I must make my arrangements for 
the future administration of the powers 
with which I am invested, 1 think it right 
to communicate to you those sentiments 
which 1 was withheld from expressing at 
an early period of the Session, by my 
earnest desire that the expected motion on 
the Affairs of Ireland might undergo the 
deliberate discussion of Parliament, un* 
mixed with any other consideration. 

1 think it hardly necessary to call your 
tecollection to the recent circumstances 
under,which I assumed the Authority dele¬ 
gated to me by Parliament. At a moment 
of unexampled difficulty and danger, I 
was called upon to make a selection of 
persons to whom I should entrust the 
functions of the Executive Government. 

My sense of duty to our Royal Father 
solely decided tLat choice, and ever}' pri¬ 
vate feeling gave way to considerations 
which admitted of no doubt or hesitation. 
I trust I acted in that respect as the genuine* 
representative of the August Person whose 
luDCtions 1 was appointed to discharge; 
and I have the satislaction of knowing, 
that Buub 'was the opinion of persons for 
whose judgment and honourable principles 
1 entertain the highest respect. 

In various instances, as you well know, 
where the law of the last Seuion left me 
at full liberty, 1 have waved my penonal 
gratification, in order that hhf Majesty 
might resume, on his reftoration to health, 
«v«ry power and prerogative belonging to 


hll i^wn^ I ceHainly am the ladR j^ri^ 
in (fte kingdom to whom it call 1^ per« 
mttled to despair of our Royal Father's 
recovery. 

A new sera is now arrived, andl cannot 
but reflect with satisfaction on the events 
which have distinguished the short period 
of my restricted Regency. Instoid of 
suffering in the loss of any of her jmsies- 
sions, by the gigantic force which has been 
employed against'tbem. Great Britain has 
added most important acquisitions to hgr 
empire; the national faith has been pre¬ 
served inviolate towards our Allies; and if 
character is strength applied to a nation, 
the increased and increasing reputation of 
liii Majesty's arms will shew to the nations 
of the Continent how much they may still 
achieve when animated by a glorious 
spirit of resistance to a foreign yoke. In 
the critical situation of the war in the 
Peninsula I shall be most anxious to avoid 
every measure which can lead my Allies 
to suppose that 1 mean to depart from the 
present system. Perseverance alone can 
achieve the great object in question, and 1 
cannot withhold my approbation from 
those who have honourably distinguished 
themselves,io support of it. I have no 
predilection to indulge, no resentments fa 
gratify, no objects to attain, but such as 
are common to the whole Empire. If 
such is the leading principle of my con¬ 
duct, and I can appeal to the past as the 
evidence of what the future will be, 1 
flatter giyseif I shall meet with the sup¬ 
port of Parliameti^, and df a candid and 
enlightened nation. 

Having made this communication of my 
sentinfents, in this new and extraordinary 
crisis of our affairs, I cannot conclude with¬ 
out expressing the gratification I should 
feel, if some q|F those persons with whom 
the early habits of my public life were 
formedf would strengthen my bands, and 
constitute a part of my Govemmerit. With 
such support, and aided by a vigorous and 
united Administration, formed on the 
most liberal basis, I shall look with add!- 



tionftl confid«oce to « prMperous; issue p^!*elyi(| i»cl«ded in the jFrWtoM*,^ 
ihe ino»l?ardaou8 contest in which Great which it expresses, .w« owe it, in ohedi-^^ 

Britain was ever engaged. ^ enc« and tJuty to bis Boyal Highness, to 

you are authorised to comtujBnicate explain ourselves with frankness and stn- 


these sentiments to Lord Grey, who, I 
have no doubt, will make them known to 
)[iOrd Grenville. 

I am always, my dearest Frederick, 
your aftectionate Brother, * 

* GEORGE, P. li. 

P. S. I shali send a 6opy of this letter 
immediately to Mr. Perceval. 

Answer of Loris Grey and Grenville, to ihe 

Duke qf York, dated 15th of Feh. 1812. 

Sir,—We teg leave most humbly to ex¬ 
press to your Royal Highness our dutiful 
acknowledgments for the gracious and 
condescending manner in which you have 
bad the goodness to communicate to us 
the letter of his. Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, on the subject of the arrangements 
to be now made for the future administra¬ 
tion of the public affairs; and we take the 
liberty of availing ourselves of your gra¬ 
cious permission to address to your Royal 
Highness in this form what has occurred 
to us in cbnsequence of that communica¬ 
tion. The Prince'Regent, after express¬ 
ing to your Royal Highness in that letter 
bis sentiments dh various public matters, 
has, in the concluding paragraph, conde¬ 
scended to intimate his wish that some of 

\ 

those persons with whom the early habits 
of his public life were formed, would 
strengthen hi( Royal Highnesa’s hands, < 
and constitute a part of his Government; 
and his Royal Highness is pleased to add, 
that, with such support, aided by a vigor¬ 
ous and anited Administration, formed on 
the most liberal basis, he would look with 
' additional confidence to a prosperous issue 
pf theipost arduous contest in which Great 
• Britain has ever been engaged.» On the 
pthar parts of his Royal Highness’s letter 
yse do not presume to offer any observa¬ 
tions; but in the concluding paragraph, 
in w an pay v^iotaru p suppose 


cerity. We beg leave most earnestly tw 
assure his Royal Highness, that no sacri* 
fices, except those of honour and duty, 
could appear to us too great to be made, 
for the purpose of healing the divisions of 
our country, and uniting both its Gdvern- 
rol^nt and its people. All personal exclu¬ 
sion we entirely disclaim; we rest on 
public measures ; and it is on this ground 
alone that we must express, without re¬ 
serve, the impossibility of our uniting with 
the present Government. Our ditferencea 
of opinion are too many and too important 
to admit of such an union. His Royal 
Highness will, we arc confident, do us the 
justice to remember, that.we have twice 
already acted on this impression ; in 1809, 
on the proposition then made lo us under 
his Majesty’s authority; and la'st year, 
when his Royal Highness was pleased to 
require our advice respecting the forma¬ 
tion of a new Goverpment. The reasons 
which we then humbly submitted to him 
are strengthened by the increasing dan¬ 
gers of the times; nor has there, dbwn to 
this moment, appeared even any approxi¬ 
mation towards such an agreement of opi¬ 
nion on the public interests, as can alone 
form a basis for the honourable union of 
parties previously opposeB to each other, 
Into the detail of those differences we are 
unwilling to enter; they embrace almost 
all the leading features of the present po¬ 
licy of the Empire; hut fais Royal High¬ 
ness has, himself, been pleased to advert 
to the late deliberations of Parliament on 
the affairs of Ireland. This is subject, 
above all others, important in itself, and 
connected with the most pressing dangers. 
Far from concurrin|; in the sentiinents 
which his Majesty's ministers have, bn 
that occasion; so recently expressed, w« 
^tertaiif opinions directly opposite: we 
are fiemly p^eraai(ded. of the necessity of a 
total ihanga tp the pres^ system ^ Unit 




1 





^ tb« immediats of 

tbose civil disabilities under vrhich $<• 
large a pbrlibn of Kis Majesty’s subjects 
still labour on account of their religious 
opinions. To recommend to Parliament 
this repeal, is the first advice which it 
"Would be ourduty tooiTer to bis Roy al High> 
ness, nor could we, even for the shortest 
time, make ourselves responsible for any 
further delay in the prospect of a measure, 
without which we coufd entertain no ho[9e 
of rendering ourselves Useful to his Royal 
Highness or to the country. We have 
only further to beg your Royal Highness 
to lay before his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, the expression of our hum¬ 
ble duty, and the sincere and respectful 
assurance of our earnest wishes for what¬ 
ever may best promote the ease, honour, 
and advantage of his Reyat Highness’s 
government, and the success of his endea¬ 
vours for the public welfare. 

•We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Gkey.— Grenville. 

Before I proceed to any remarks upon 
these letters, 1 must notice the language, 
the altered language of the Morning Chro¬ 
nicle; for, from it we must gather what 
are the. feelings of the Whigs upon this 
occasion. It had been reported that the 
Duke of Norfolk and Earl Moira were to 
have two.of the vacant Blue Ribbons; 
but this was denied by thy. Morning Chro¬ 
nicle, and in a way that was clearly in¬ 
tended to convev the idea, that those no¬ 
blemen ditdainea to accept of those marks 
of honour. On the 20th instant all 
reserve appears to have been thrown 
olT by this print, so many years the 
unqualified, and, 1 must say^ unboMglu, 
eulogist of his Royal Highness. “ We 
have,” says the Morning Qhronicle, 
"stated that not one man, of the earlj/ 
•• Jriends t.Ue Prince Regent, or of tbose 
*' whom he called upon Ids!year to form ap 
" Administration on the principles which 
*' he THEN PROFESSED, has agreed to 
" countenance or support the Minister 
“ tliat his Royal Highness has NOW 
"CHOSEN.”——The article then goes 
on to stale something about those^whu are 
to come in, and takes a fling at " the houses 
” qf Hertford" which I do fiot chodle to 
copy, h is pretty nearly,</«r5i yeors'since 


this dlrst becaiiie.ibe 
Prince of Wales, whose Wtnal pHjf^^yc. 
has been in the constant habit of contrasty 
ing with the principles which it assumed 
to be cherished elsewhere. What a close 
to the labours of thirty years of constant 
praise ! This same print, no longer than 
about eighteen months ago, published a re-; 
ort of a speech, said to have been made 
y the Prince at a feast given on the an¬ 
niversary of his daughter’s birth-day at 
Brighton, which report was in the follow¬ 
ing remarkable wordsThe D^c qf 
•* York gave the health of the Princess 
" Charlotte of Wales, which was drunl^ 
" with enthusiasm, and in the true English 
stile, with three times three. We tin- 
“ demand the Prince, in returning thanks 
“ for this ^ark of respect to the of^ect of 
*' his pride and tenderness, said in a short 
'< but most eloquent address, That he 
" had made it his first care to instil into 
" the mind and heart of bis daughter 
" the knowledge and love of the true prin- 
'< ciples of the British constitution ; and 
" he had pointed out to her young under- 
" standing, AS A MODEL FOR STUDY, 
" the political conduct of his most revered 
" and lamented friend, MR. FOX, who 
« had asserted and maintained, with such 
" transcendant force, the just principles 
'< upon which the government, under this 
" excellent-constitution, ought to be ad- 
o ministered, for the true and solid dignity 
" of the crown, and the real* security, 
" freedom, smd happiness of the people. 
" He had the most heartfelt enjoyment in 
" knowing, that even in her present early 
" years, his daughter ha^ a just concep- 
“ lion of the value of the precepts which 
" bad been implanted in her breast; and 
" he would say with confidence, that she 
" would fulfil all the duties which she 
" might be called upon to discharge, 
V* when Ais bones were laid vp the grave.” 
—rThis was publi^ed uriih every advftn- 
tage of type and of continent to set it ufT 
and to give it weight. Whether the 
words fever were uttered is more than I 
can say;. but, it is an instanefe of the 
efibris of this print to make the world 
believe, that the Prince was devoted ta 
the Whigs, and that the dawn of his 
power would be the dawn of theirs. The' 
phrase, IMfr. Fox’t frindples, was, indeed, 
rather too loose; but, to those who view 
things in the gross, the meaning would iia- 
turajlv be, principles qf hbtrulOy, principles 
of/r«dor«; or, at any rate, principles th« 
opposite of those ftf the tiu KhooL 
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Let i» now go to the .art letter of fbc 

Prince, wbich We WJost cOatider in two 
points of Tiew; Ist, as it relate! t0‘ the 
proposition o^red to his and, 

2nfi, as it relates to the measttra Attended 
by him how to be pursued. 

As to the first, the proposition is neither 
more nor less than this, that, beir^ petfecify 
satisfied with lUs present Minister (to whom 
be sends a copy of the Letter), the Prince 
would feel gratified, if sonte of the friends 
of his*early public life would accept 
place under the said mipsier. Nor, must 
we overlook the nuamer in which this pro* 
position is made. It is not, as the reader 
wi)J perceive, the princijml topic of the 
Letter; it is not even amongst the'*prin-' 
ci]3ai topics. It drops in at last^ as some¬ 
thing of fiifi^nor importance ; as something 
that did not belong to the main points, and 
that might have been omitted without any j 
detriment to the gre'^at object in view; 
which clearly appears to have been, to 
explain to the world why the present ministers 
were kept in their places. This is the object 
of the Letter, and the proposition for the in¬ 
troduction of "Some of the friends of the 
Prince’s early phblic life is a mere tail¬ 
piece that seems to have casually dropped 
from his pen, just when be was coming to 
a close; and, it is equally clear, that, if 
those friends did accept of his offer, they 
must have come in under Mr.* Perceval, 
because the Prince takes care to announce, 
in the PosrScript, that a copy of the Letter 
will be sent to that.gentleman.* 

The manner in which Lord Grenville is 
ihentioned is worthy of particular notice. 
The Prince says, he has bo doubt that Lord 
Grey will i^iake known his sentiments to Lord. 
Grenville: hut, he does not say for what 
purpose; and, it might be, that he supposed, 
that Lord Grenville, knowing that he was 
not one of the friends of the Prince’s early . 
ublic life, would, of^course, kiok upon 
imself as excluded from any share of the 
honour of serving under Mr. Perceval. 
The oiler could, therefore, be intended to 
be made to none but such persons as Earl 
Moira, the Duke of Norfolk, the Duke 
of Bedford, Lord Hutchinson, &c. &c. 
Whether there was any probability of these 

E ersons’ accepting^ of such an offer the 
'rince and the Duke of York must he con- 
* atdered as the best judges. They, and 
particulariy the Prince, most have been a 
good judge as to whether these friends of 
nis early public life were likely to accept 
of place under Mr. Perceval. 

Some persons have hem aurprized, that 


I l»fd iheuld hafh tht 

sa^wer to the Bake of York, teeing fa 
wbata wayhis Lordship was toentioned 
in the Prince’s Letter; hot, I take it,_Uiat 
he was requested by I^rd Grey to join in 
the answer, in order to show Mr. Perce¬ 
val that the two Lords were not to be 
separated; that they had adhered to their 
word; that they were not faithless and 
perfidious men; that the gratification of 
immediate and paltry interest was not suf¬ 
ficient to tempt them to commit an act of 
treachery that would have rendered them 
objects of suspicion, if not of scorn, to the 
latest hour of their lives. This, 1 take it, 
was the real cause of Lord Grenville’a 
joining in the answhr; and, it roust, doubt¬ 
less, have given the Prince great satisfac-^ 
tion to find, that, amongst the public men 
of the day, whatever ndght be their politi¬ 
cal principles, there were two, who could, 
at any rate, keep their word for a twelve- 
month, and who were incapable of so base 
an act as that of hatchings any false pre¬ 
tence for not only turning their backs upon 
those, to whom their words had, probably, 
been a thousand times pledged,^ and by 
whom they had been, for so many years, 
steadily supported, but also for shaking 
bands and entering into power with their 
enemies. It appears, that they did not 
think, that there was any justifiable reason 
for their taking place under or with Mr. 
Perceval, and, whatever we may think of 
their past political measures or of thi-ir pre¬ 
sent views of things, we must all agree, 
that they have not disgraced themselves 
by feigning any hypocritical and'cowardly 
excuses for their conduct. 

But, that which is of the greatest im¬ 
portance, as connected with this subject, 
is, the future conduct end future fate of the 
party called Whigs. Last year, in the 
month of February, 1 pointed out, 1 gave 
in full detail, all the reasons why they 
were then put aside; but, the great reason, 
as I then stated,.was, that they had neg- 
tecied and disregarded the people i and, I then 
told them, that the same cause would in¬ 
sure their exclw-sion whenever the> Restric¬ 
tions 'sbouicl be removed. The event has 
proved that hiy opinion was perfectly cor¬ 
rect ; and upon the strength of that proof, 

I proceed to give roy opinion as to the 
future. • 

1 shall not! pretend to enter opoo any 
criticismaof the reatotu of the Prince for 
Saving renewed.his choice of Mr-Per¬ 
ceval^ Than might be thought a too Deli¬ 
cate uivestigatioB. X shail net attempt ie 
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crititiiM b» conduct, or ««Mi 

(Jisi 1 ^ bit tuffpoted adriaen, upon tbM 
occa«on.. 1 will neither express nor hint 
at any opinion upon the subject; but will 
take it for granted, that the reasons vrere 
uxigkty, and there I leave them; but, 1 
shall be very full in my remarks as to 
what will be the consequence to the 
Whigs, who, as 1 shall, I think, show, will 
never again possess power, onless they 
come forward backed by the voluntary 
' and constitutional voice of the people. 

We can aH remember, that it has been, 
for many years past, the confident expecta* 
tion of that party, that the day which would 
place the Prince upon the throne would be 
the day of their exaltation.* This was, in* 
deed, as confidently looked forward to by 
the whole nation as the arrival of Christ* 
mas or Easier ever was looked forward to. 
The Prince may now be said to be upon 
the throneor, ut least, it cannot be pre- 
. tended, that his present situation has not 
■left him quite free in bis choice of minis¬ 
ters. He has made his choice, and that 
choice has fallen upon the men, upon that 
set of: politicians, who have always been in 
direct hostilfty to those, who expected to 
be the objects of bis tree choice. There¬ 
fore, it would be the grossest of all-self de¬ 
lusions for them, after seeing this, at the end 
of more than twenty years of expectancy, 
to entertain the smallest hopes of ever 
succeeding to power as a court party, as 
long as th« present Regency shall conti¬ 
nue, or, indeed, as long as the Prince shall 
live. If the king should recover, they can 
have no bopeatliere. If the Duke of York 
or any of his Brothers should, from any 
unfortunate state of the Prince's health or 
in consequence of bis death, beceftne Re¬ 
gent, there could be as little prospect of a 
change in favour of the Whigs; and, in 
short, there appears to me to be no possi¬ 
ble contingency, which would bring that 
party forward as a party favoured, by the 
court. 

If, therefore, the Whigs wish for |)ower, 
and they may entertain that wish from the 
honourable motive of being able to serve 
and save their country, they have only 
the people (who are always true to their < 
friends) to look to. Tbp people, when 
they speak with an unanimous voice, are 
sure to be attended to; but, of late years, 
they have, in general, beensilant; and, 
for this only reason, because they s^w so 
fcw pnhlic men who appearejl to be really 
their friends. Very diflerefit indera. 
Would it be, if the people were to see's 


body of the ancient nobility and gentry, 
acting open popular principles, ana foil¬ 
ing forward with explicit declarations; 
and this is what we may now hope to eea 
take place; 

His Royal Highness, the Regent, iri his 
Letter to the Duke of York, observes, that 

a new era is now arrived" than which 
nothing can be more true ; and, what is 
more, it is an era which has long been 
most anxiously prayed for by all those 
who are the true friends of the counft-y, 
«nd who have perceived the cause of there 
being so few men of 'great weight stand¬ 
ing forward on the side of the people. 
Eormerly, there weje a Court I*arty and a 
Country Party; the latter of which was 
always ready^to defend the rights of the 
peopig; to oppose every attempt at en¬ 
croachment on the part of the ministers 
of Uie Crown; and, though the ministry of 
the day Commanded a rfiajority in the two 
Houses of Parliament, the opposition was 
so formidable, that the mitiisiry were ob¬ 
liged to keep within rea.soiiable bounds. 

But, about twenty five years ago, when 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
began to enter on his career as a public 
man, the party which was in opposition to 
the ministry, attached themselves to kirn; 
and, as they consisted of most of the an- 
.cient nobility and gentry of the kingdom, 
they threw around him no small degree of 
real splendour, while, on his part, he gave 
some weight to them as an Opposition to' 
the ministry. %ut, the misforiuiie was, 
that the Country Parly was now lost. It, 
in fact, became a Court Party too. The 
Crown had one party in possession and 
another party in expectancy, while the peo~ 
pie had no party at all. 

To this cause may be traced many of the 
evils that this kingdom now experiences. 
The Prince^ party formed an OPPOSI¬ 
TION, indeed, to the mini^ti^ ; but. it 
was such an opposition one courtier 
makes to another. Violent disputes about 
the distribution of power; violent dis¬ 
putes aboilt foreign policy ; violent dis¬ 
putes about many things not affecting the 
powers of the Crown and the rights of the 
people; but, upon all these great, these 
vital points, there was, attest, but a sort of 
nominal Opiiosition, and that, too, in most 
cases, left ter but few handsae* The opposi¬ 
tion were a ministry in reversion as they 
thought, and, of course, they had their eye 
cAnstantly upon their future power. The 
Prince had his Chancellor, his Attorney 
and Solicitor General; and, in ihoat, the 



Oppo«tionwei«aC 9 «iii»odaiHin!*try»and | and|* attlie arrival of'wfeicb I exceediog'y 
h8d%llib«fe®^j”Sf*of«^^ortamlamw^ rejoice. Botj ti ought to be observed* 
Thus were this gieat party^ tbi only that we > are not aore, that tbe '’^hig, 
body of men capable of making a stiuid party will take the course that is pointed 
against the encroachments of the minis- out to them by policy as well as by 
ters of the crown, completely neutralized, duty. The path is so clear before them ; 
and the people were left without any de- the line of their duty and of their 
fence against those encroachments. That honour hi so straight; the good they can 
state of things has existed from about the do to their country and the mischief they 
year 1786 to the 18th of this month; but may suffer to be done to it are so great 
it exists no longer; and. it never'will, in and so visible ; that one would hill'd 
our*day, exist again. Therefore, " a «««» suppose it possible, that they could hesi- ’ 
" era” is certainly arrived, of which, 1 am* tate for one single moment. But, the 
in great hopes, the‘country will feel the workings of pride are so powerful, and 
beneficial consequences. There is now there is so much of weakness usually 
only one Court Party, and it is that which mixed along with that failing of the human 
has existed, unchanged in any ©f its quali- . heart, that I an* far from indulging very 
tics, for the last finy years. There will sanguine hopes of any striking immediate 
now arise a Country Party, or, a set of benefit. Certain 1 am, however, that, if 
men of great property, taking the side of the leaders still reject the people, those 
the people. «ll)e people’s constitutional who have hitherto looked up to those 
voice will once more be heard; and, J leaders will not. 1 sincerely hope, that the 
trust, the usual consequences, a redress of leaders themselves will not; I hope, that- 
grievances will follow. they will now, at any rate, be convinced. 

For this " new era” we have to thank that there is no way in which they can 
the choice which the Regent has now honourably obtain the power of serving 
made. If be had brought his old friends the country but that of a cordial co-opera- . 
into power, the party, who would then tion with those, who, they mu&t well know, 
have been in Opposition, would have been have no other object in view than that of , 
a Court Party still. They would never promoting the public welfare. But, again 
have leant to the side of the people; for, I say, if the leaders reject the people, 
besides their inveterate habits the other _ those who have, till now, been their Ibl- 
way, they would still hava been looking lowers will not; and, it will take but a 
for a return to power iitsder the wings of short time to bring forth men, whose 
\he court. They would have seen, in the talents and courage will amply corn- 
future changes and cbance% of this mortal pensate for any loss which we may at 
life, nothing to discourage their hopes: first regret in the silence of their former 
but, on the contrary, every thing to en> chiefs. Things will now waar an aspect, 
courage such hopes. If the king, fortu- as to party, vfry different froin^thal which 
nately, recoveredj then they were sure of they have hitherto worn. There are now 
being his ministers; and, their hopes no lureVof expectancy; there are now no 
would have been as well founded In the inducements to what has been falsely and 
case of any other of the events the arrival basely called moderation; the objects are 
of which they could have had in contem- now simple in their appearance as in their 
plation. But, by making ch'bice of the name; there is no man who can now 
present ministers, tile Regent has, at once, help seeing, that there is no medium left 
deprived his former friends of even the between the present system whole and entire, 
most distant hope of obtaining power &ad Siiadical'reforrrt; and, therefore, every 
tbrot/gh the Court; he hasconviheed them, man, who is not for the latter, must be for 
that, during their lives, there is not the the former. I defy any xianjiow to steer 
smallest chance of their succeeding in a*niiddle course. He must take one sid£ 
that way; and, of course, he has given cor the other, or he will speedily sink iuta 
the people the hope ofconce more seeing a oblivion. His carcass may continne to 
powerful body of noblemen and'gentle- move about upo*B the face of the earthy 
men rooking common cause with them in but politically he must cease to exist. , 
an ende»voiif constitutionally to resist all I neeck, hardly attempt u> describe the 
encroacbments on the part of the ministers efifecl that would be produced in the < 
of the Crown, ’ “ country upon seeing that great ^dy, of 

This is " a new era” indeed; an era ifeblemen'and gentlemen, who have so 
which*, 1 must ooufesst, 1 did expect to see> lolig been, trammelled by the intrigues of 



cmuiiers, Mepjpt^af iWward Mtd ejMftkiog 
their unbi^M 9.m ttodiKgutsed lebtifneiHs. 
I should once more hope to bear such 
language as our forefalhers were ac> 
customed to hear from the mouths of their 
natu^l friends and protectors; but which 
- we, in our dismal day, have never beard, 
except in here and there a solitary instance, 
and, in those instances, the calumnies of a 
renal press have invariably been the 
reward of public rirtue. If there be per- 
*sons amongst us, who have rejoiced at 
seeing the triumph of m'en of obscure 
birth; who have exulted in the victories 
and the sudden exaltation of those who 
were held in. contempt by the defeated 
parlies; who have rejoiced the huorilia- 
tion of rank and of ancestry : if this be 
the case, from what can ithave arisen, but 
from'seeing ourselves neglected (to give 
it the mildest epithet) by those to whom 
we naturally looked, and had a right to 
look, as the supporters of what we deemed 
our rights? Neglect and scorn never yet 
produced love and respect; and what 
madness must it, then, be to expect them 

• to produce seal and devotion ! 

The peopfe by themselves are nothing, 

< until driven to despair, and then they are 
every thing, and, of course, their career is 
that of destruction. Here is the true cause 
of all violent and bloody revolutions. 
But, with their natural leaders at. their 
head, the people are a great deal, without 
any violenoe, without any thing unlawful. 

. If the nobility in France had put them¬ 
selves at the head of the people; if they 
had made common cause with them in 
lawfully demanding their rights, instead 
of taking the side of every minister against 
them, there would sttll have been a great 
chaitge in France, but there would not 
have been a bloody revolution. The 

• people of every country naturally look 
up to those who are their superiors in 
point of wealth, and especially where to 
wealth are added hereditary honours. 
This propensity is universal; and, wbere- 

j ever it is rooted out or weakened, we may 
I be well assur(id,*that there must have been 
I great and long-continued faults on the' 
side of the superiors. That it has been 
much weakened in this country every man 
of any discernment roust have perceived; 
and, the cause certainly is, that the pec^le 
have not found those superiors suficiently 
5 alive to the popular cmise. But, on* the 
other hand, no foult is more .ea»ly recog 
wed ; no wound more easily nealetU 
Tne p«>ple are always ready to forgive 


and to forMA ^ neglecta mi c«itiifn«lil» 
that they liar* experienced } and, if t|^ 
were now in ^ their just rights soppotwd 
by the natural guardians of those rightf, 
they would not be found wanting in grati¬ 
tude, they would never turn their hicks 
upon their friends. Tbe complaints against 
“ demagogues" would soon cease; for the 
people would never think of resorting tb 
desperate adventurers, if they saw them¬ 
selves shielded by menof rank and of wealth. 
There might possibly be found a few min 
bent upon general destruction in pursuanc# 
of their private ambition or revenge ; but, 
the noblemen and gentlemen of the conn- 
try, by gaining the jiearts of the people^ 
.would leave such men no materials to 
work upon. ^This is the way, the true 
way ai\d the only way, of preventing the 
calamities of the country from prbducing 
that dreadful state of things, which, in so 
many couhirit s, has beenVainly attempted 
to be warded off l>y measures of rigorous 
coercion; and, if the choice recently made 
by the Prince Regent lead to such a re¬ 
storation of confidence between the people 
and the great families of the kingdom, it 
will not only be a *• new era,” but also a 
most memorable and happy era in the his¬ 
tory of our country. 

W**. COBBETT. 
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NOTTINGHAM RIOTS. 

On tlie 20|)i instant the House of Comii 
morts pa.ssed a- Bill for jnaking the crime 
of Franm Breaking punishable with Death, 
instead of Transportation, as it Ivas before. 
Upon this occasion some very interesting 
observations were made; and,as the subject 
is of the greatest importance, I shall insert 
them here, as I find them reported in the 
'Morning Ch&oniclv, where the Debate! 
arc most fully and correctly given. I 
look upon this subject as one of ver^ 
great consequence. Therd^liad bteen k 
motion made for previous inquiry Into the 
came of the violences; Committed ih Wdt* 
ti^ghamafaire; hat this motion wia re¬ 
jected ; and the Bill was finally pasfed 
abOTe-mentiOned. Thate no rtom fot 
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adding toy reintrki# of tny own; but I 
beg^ tbe reader to perizde carefoUy tbote 
which were made by the nierabers upon 
Uiia occasion. # 


cause of these outrages f Distress 
unparaHeled.' Did not this involve a" Odh* 
sideration that bound them to reflect upon. 

tKia 'mm aasswxaw ^ *lsa# Kair4 irvrsaatArl that 


Mr. Hutchinson said, that he would 
be the last man in that House to defend 
or justify the outrages against which this 
Bill had been provided ; but it was a ma¬ 
terial point to ascertain, before this Sill 
passed into a law. whether it cduld have 
the desired effect of puttinga stop to these 
butrages. He did not think it could—and 
he was fortified in that opinion by the 
frank declaration of the Right Hon. Gent. 
(Mr. Ryder), who had« in intrc^ucing the 
Bill into that House, protested against, 
pledging himself to the ultimate succesk of 
his own measure. (Hear!) After so 
strange *but so explicit an avowal on the 
part of thtf originator of the Bill, be 
thought it became the House fo be cau¬ 
tious of adding to the pile of their penal 
laws, one of which they only could be 
certain, that it might take away men’s 
lives without at all restraining their of¬ 
fences. The law which had been the pro¬ 
fessed model of the present Bill, made the 
offence of frame-breaking a transportable 
felony—the penalty, however, was depart¬ 
ed from, and the offence made a capital 
felony.—The reason for this change did 
not appear. It bad been taid that under 
^ the former Act no persons could be 
* brought tp discover. If it had been so 
difficult to get witnesses*to prosecute to 
conviction, when the offence was only 
transportable, would it be less to under 
the present Act, when the conviction af¬ 
fected life ? He thought rather that this 
very alteration would enhance tj[ie diffi¬ 
culty it was intended to obviate. But 
they had not merely the authority of the 
Right Hon. Secretary agaipst his own 
measure-^they ha^ that of the Minister 
hiUiselb whorhad expressed his apprehen¬ 
sions that this offence had not yet reached 
its height—that it might yet proceed to an 
alarming extent,-" and read) perhaps 
tfarougheut a great part of the manufac¬ 
turing system of the country. 11’ the evil 
npw to be provided against was so to en- 
crease, even under the operatiem of this 
Statute, why enact it at allThey were 
not piedgea1!<i» this particulaf Act. Why 
not lopk noxiously for some better re¬ 
medy ? For surely Gentlemen would not 
contend, tbat that which could do nothing 
was the best possible remedy the case ad¬ 
mitted of—What has been the immediate 


tress 1 Why not then first inquire into the 
causes of that distress 1 If they had been 
pursuing a system vvhicb, in its conse- * 
quenoes, threatened the people with beg¬ 
gary and Want, it was tiieir bonnden duty 
to slop, and change tbat system, before 
they sent oat an Act to hang up the peo- , 
pie for outrages into which their own mal¬ 
administration * had driven them. They 
bad no right to be so very keen and 
prompt in punishing the madness which 
they themselves may have occasioned. 
They bad beeb called upon to be firm—. 
let them be firm in resisting the outrages 
of the lawless, but pertinacious obstinacy 
in resisting tbe cSmplaints of a distressed 
people, was no part of that firmness; but 
accordiog to their own shewing, where was 
the firmness in making an ineffectual, 
shew of power—in doing that which could 
do nothing i Will this Act do away the 
unparalleled distress that has provoked, 
and must continue to provoke, these out¬ 
rages ? And if it did not, w‘hy not try to 
trace that distress to its true cause, and re¬ 
medy it at once 1 But mark tbe inconsis¬ 
tency of Ministers, who admitted and de- 
; nied tbe existence and extent of that dis¬ 
tress, according as such admission or de¬ 
nial was meant to square with the topic 
then to be disposed of. If the-efficacy of 
the Orders in Council was impeached, in¬ 
stantly this distress became comparative 
commercial prosperity. The trade of the 
enemy was annihilated, and ours was pro¬ 
gressively prosperous ; but when the House 
was to* ^ called upon for another penal 
statute, and when the unprecedented dis¬ 
tresses of the people were attempted to be 
traced to their natural source—the unpre¬ 
cedented errors of the Government—then' 
indeed°the extent of the calamity was ad¬ 
mitted and. ascribed to the wide and 
heavy operation of those decrees which 
they had been told, tbe Orders in Council 
had rendered altogeiher- nugatory and 
futile. Could the people think them siti- 
cere in their professions to relieve their 
pressures when they found them thus sport¬ 
ing with their distresses f An allusion had 
been made to that part of the Jewish law 
which condemned children who rebdted 
against their parents, to be taken without 
gales ^of. the city and there stoned to 
4<^ath-l-bat were there no obligations on 
the part of the parent ? If the parents pro- 
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Higtt/tiy and de^n^ly consumeil the in tbe'Kcull) Europe, eattle in l^uid 
Mfbetance of thmr children, deprired them brought so high a price, tbtt it becsmp an 
of their birtb-right, and ail means of object with ninoy land holders to turn their 
liring, were children so abused bound by arable into pasture—a system that, by 
•11 those strong ties of tenderness and I taking in all the commonage, operated in 
piety which connect those sacred relation- the most hard way upon the poor pea- 
ships in ordinary life? He, for his part, santry. This produced the insurrection 
was shocked to see such total indifference denominated White Boys——- 
on the part of Ministers to the sofferings Mr. Courtney —Mr. Speaker, I beg 
of this class of their miserable fellow sub- leave to know if this be within order? 
jects; in the name of those sufferings he The Speakek— I hardly know how to 
called for inquiry into the causes of them, answer that question. If it be within 
They were bound to know what those I prder, I am at a loss to discover bow it ie 
people suffered before they could ascertain so ('hear, hear!) 

the amount of that criminality which their Mb, Hutchinson —^Thc riots of , the 
miseries had extorted, and which they VVhite Boys were adduced as analogous 
were now going to punish with death, ^to those of the Frami Breakers. We were 
Was it the war ? or the mode of carrying ‘told that the same vigour which had 
on the war ? or were they to look at home checked the Sne would now be necessary 
for the fatal cause—was it to be traced to to put’down the other. I answer, first, 
a total abandonment of ail economy at that 1 admit the analogy, because both 
home ? If it was one of those, apply the species ofioutrages originated in iniquitous 
remedy to the source, and do not begin grievances and hardships; and, secondly, 
by unnecessarily cutting off the extremi- that as the White Boys were put down by 
ties. After vaunting so much about the redress of their grievances, and not by thu 
prosperity of the country, was this the rigour of law, that according to the same 
comment put by Ministers upon it i They analogy, you are bound to inquire into the 
send out this’Act to tell the plople of their grievances of the Frame Breakers, and to 
commercial prosperity—this first Act of remedy them without delay, as the most 
what may yet be followed by a bloody effectual way of putting a stop to these 
code—an Act that professedly can neither outrages, i not. Sir, whether you cm 
remedy nor prevent, but hang the criminal now perceive the applicability of my argument : 
without putting a stop to the crime. It or whether you are still at a loss to discover 
was rather an inauspicious act for this new whether, in urging it, I am within the limits ■ 
Administration to commence with. They of order. I repeat then that the vigour of ' 
begin their new Government of a new sera the law failed in*putling down the White 
by adding to the capital crimes of the Boys—that it will fail in putting down the 
country, an offence arising out of the Frame Breakers. But is it meant that the 
desperation of unexampled ^distresses— one should be the pure model of the other ? 
this, he must say, was rather an unfortu- Would you introduce the pitch cap, and 
nate beginning at so prosperous an sera for the other memorable insignia of torture, 
so unfortnn^ a set of Ministers ! He ask- so well known in Ireland, though not 
ed if they had yet given the people one understood here ? Would you introduce 
practical pledge of their sincerity in the them into England '.—The White Boy 
cause of economical reform ? They had cod% was fif .only for the mqjfidian of 
been lately making enormous additions to Barhary„ as it had, indfled, b^en well de- 
their Civil Establishments, and since that scribed by a most intelligent writer on the 
they had again thrown back the Bevejsion State of Ireland.—But look at this subject 
Bill upon the discontents of the country, as you will,* you are forced to the consi- 
An Hon. Geptieman (Mr. Herbert) had deration of the cause—are any portion of 
talked of the White Boy system . in Ire- the people of England given to wanton 
land, and said, that if the Irish Parliament piois was this the national character ? 
had not resorted to those vigorous mea- was it the character j}f the manufacturing 
■ures which were proposed in the present part of the country ? were they not pro- 
instance, that system might not have been verbially a grave, plodding, qi-iet, discreet, 
put down. He (Mr. M.) could pot help sedate, business involved class of men? 
thinking this; a most unfortunate allusjpn. What but intolerable distress could driv* 
The, White Boys broke out in 1760—at sa«h a class to lawless outrage ; and il the 
that period, owing to a great dearth oP distress was too great to be borne, the 
little in punsequeuce of a general murrain* Legislature was bound to interpose some 





rentedy, Aod aot Inwg mm beemt^ tkgy 
co^d not $oi}er bejfdnd hoBfean natnrc^ 1 
bave now stated my objeictions tb th]|si»e»» 
sure, and condote vrH'b'tbefiew Mttnster 
that SQch should he the first a^t of this 
new aera of tlie flourishing state of the 
empire. The proofs of such natioifal pros* 
perity were .unfortunately but too equi> 
tocal, if they were to be found oniy in 
such a measure as that whkh they are 
now about to pass, or in a rupture* with 
Atnerlca; or in the midn of such general 
peril, in the alarming discontents and alitV' 
nation of the Irish'people. Tie man who 
can repose canjuknee in those Ministers Viho 
have brastgU the empire to such a sla^, is not 
only, in my opinion, incapable of forming a 
fane judgmatt, but wouM deserve, while he 
ranted about ottr national prosperity, to be 
hung upHn a cage to the gaze of the starving 
multitudes innhis country, and himself be made 
the sport qf those, kpon whose miseries he could 
pass so cruel a mockery. If the Bill does 
pass without inquiry, 1 trust that the 
people of England will proceed to hold 
constitutional meetings, and resort to every 
constitutional mode of redress. 1 hope 
that they will at length make that voice 
be beard within these walls which has 
had for so long a time such little influence 
upon our counsels. 

Mk. SiKCLAia approved of the measure, 
being of opinion that it would conduce to ^ 
revent such oflences in future. What 
ad fallen from the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Hutchinson) hd thought might come to 
be urged with more propriety when the 
House was palled on to consider the State 
of the Nation. 

Mr. Herbebt said, he did not recom¬ 
mend the White Boy Code for adoption—- 
he only recommended the adoption of a 
highly penal law. 

Sir a. Piccott could not pfrain, in this 
last stage of the^Biil, from repeating his 
(d)jections to it, being satisfied that it was 
a measure calculated to mislead the public, 
and qt the same time to operate as no 
check upon the outrages sought to be 
corrected. He could not forbear express^ 
tng his astonishment that such acts as had 
lately been carried on for a series of months 
with impunity bad not called out the in* 
^uisitorial power of that House, but that, 
^tead of an inquiry, tm Act should 
be introduced, which, was- calculated lor 
nothing but to mislead the public. If 
speh Acts at those sought to be provftied 
stgainst, could he carried on without de¬ 
tection, what didthjB present Bill do to 


1 deter from the commiaskm of them ? 
Jbureasmg i/w degree (^ptmi^tmeniamfy tested 
so add to the motives vMck ntrty prevailed m 
footer ^ ameealmesu, and to mm:ease the re~ 
lactance to give testimmy^ Hid they not, 
however, by the present Bill furoish mo* 
Uvea even for the eommiaston of another 
crime of a sliU deeper dye ? Did they not 
&rnnh persons already so well disciplined 
in the arts of concealment with a fresh 
motive, if detection could-not otherwise 
be secured, to cur ^ the evidence agamst ‘ 
them f If in any one instance such an oc* 
currence as this were to take place, must 
the House not feel that they hid 
gravated, instead of curing, the evil ? 

Mr. RyoEih had heard nothing against 
the Bill, but a repetition of arguments 
which bad already been answered. He 
should not, therefore/at present, consume 
the time of the House. As to the last ob¬ 
jection of the Hon. and Learned Gentleman 
who had just sat down, it was equally ap¬ 
plicable to every capital oilence.—The 
Bill was then read a third time and passed. 


OlFICIAL PAPERS. 

Spain. —Dispatch from Lord Viscount Tala- 
Vera, relative to the Siege and Capture qf 
Ciudad Rodrigo. Dated Gallegos, 20th 
Jan. 1S12. Addressed to Lord Liver¬ 
pool, and published in London on the 5th 
Feb. \%\2.—(Concludedfromp. 224.^ 

.....^.But I beg 

particularly to draw your Lordship’s at¬ 
tention to the conduct of Lieutenant 
Colonel O’Toole of the 2il Cacadures, 
of Major Ridge of 2d battalion dth foot, 
of Lieutenant Colonel Campbell of the 
94th rbgiment, of &|,ajor Manners of the 
74ih, and of'Majpr Grey of^ibe 2d bat¬ 
talion 5th foot, who has been twice wound¬ 
ed-during this siege.—It is but justice also 
to the 3a division to report, that the men 
who performed the sap belonged to the 
45ih, 74th,^and 88th regiments, under the 
command of Captain M’Leod of the royal 
engineers, and Captain Thompson of the 
74th, Lieutenant Beresfqrd uf the 88th, 
‘and Lieutenant Metcalf of the 45th, and > 
they distinguished themsel ves not lea in 
the storm of the place than they had in 
the performance of their laboriotM-duty 
during the siege.—1 have already reported 
in my ietter of the 9th instant, my tenso 
ol 4 ite conduct of Major General Craufurd, 
and of Lieu tenant . Colonel Colbori^e, and 
*of the tiBopS'of the light division, in the 
storm of the redhubt-of S|. ]&ajicueo,.ea' 




the ^ Sl^ instant. 

dttct of thege troops .was eqaaHy 'diittn* 
guished throughout the siege, and in the 
slornt, nhthing Ooold excOOtTthe gallantry 
with which these brave officers and troops 
advanced and accompHshed the difficult 
operation allotted to them, notwithstand* 
ing that all their leaders bad fallen.—I 
particalarly request your Lordship's at¬ 
tention to the conduct of Major-General 
Craufurd, Major«General Vandeleur, Lieu- 
" tenant-Colonel Barnard of the 95th, Lieu¬ 
tenant Colonel Colborne, * Major Gibbs, 
and Major Napier of the 52d, and Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel M’Leod of the ^Sd. The 
conduct of Captain Duflfey of the 43d, and 
that of Lieutenant Gurwoed of the 52d 
regiment, who was wounded, have like¬ 
wise been particularly reported to me; 
Lieut. Colonel Elder, and the 3d Ca^a- 
dores were likewise distinguished upon 
this occasion—The Isl Portuguese regi¬ 
ment, under Lieutenant Colonel Hill, and 
the 16th, under Colonel Campbell, being 
Brigadier General Pack’s brigade, were 
likewise distinguished in the storm, under 
the command ofthe Brigadier General, who 
particularly *liientions Major Lynch—In 
my dispatch of the 15th, I reported to your 
Lordship the attack of the Convent of Santa 
Cruz, by the troops of the 1st division, 
under the direction of Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral Graham, and that of the Convent 
of Saint-Francisco, on the Mth instant, 
under the direction of Major-General the 
Honourable C. Colville. The first-men¬ 
tioned enterprise was performed by Cap¬ 
tain Laroche de Stackcnfels, of the 1st Line 
Battalion King’s German Legiop ; the last 
hy Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt, with the 
40th Regiment. This regiment r^ained 
from that ^me in the suburb of Saint 
Francisco, and materially assisted our at¬ 
tack on that side ofthe place.—Although 
it did not fall to the lot of the troops ofthe 
1st and fourth divisions to bring those ope¬ 
rations to their successful close, they dis¬ 
tinguished themselves throughoat,, their 
progress, by the patience and perseve¬ 
rance with v^hich they performed thie la¬ 
bours of th^ siege. The Brigade, ol 
Guards, under Major-General U. Camp¬ 
bell, was particularly distinguished in this 
respect.—I likewise request your Ix)rd- 
ship’s attention to the conduct of Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel F.letcher, the chief ^engineer, 
^ qnd of Brigade Major Jones, andj the 
Officers and men of the Roy^il Engineer^. 
The ability with which these bpetitions 
were carried da exceeds all praise | tad I 


beg leave tb rectdtnniend those ollcmil ty 
your l.oi^hip most parficutai-ly.—Majof 
Dickson, of the royal artillery, attached to 
the Portughese artillery, has for some timer 
had the direction of the heavy train at¬ 
tached to this army, and has conducted 
the intricate details of the late operation* 
as he did those of the late sieges of Bada- 
joz, in the last summer, much to my satisr* 
faction. The rapid execution produced 
by the well-directed fire kept up from our 
batteries, affords the best proof of the 
merits of the officers and men of the royal 
artillery, and of the t*ortuguese artillery 
employed on this occasion. But I must 
particularly mention Brigade-Major May, 
and Captains Holcombe, Power, Dynely, 
and DundaSi^f the royal artillery ; and 
Captains Da Cun ha and Da Corta, and 
Lieutenant Silva, of the 1st regiment of 
Portuguese artillery.—I have likewise par¬ 
ticularly' to report to your Lordship, 
the conduct of Major Sturgeon, of the 
royal stall' corps. lie constructed and 
placed for us the bridge over the Agueda, 
without which the enterprise could not have 
been attempted, and he afterwards mate¬ 
rially assisted Lieutenant-General Graham 
and myself, in our reconnoissance of the 
place on which the plan of the attack was 
founded; and he finally conducted the 2d 
.battalion 5th regiment, as well as the 2d 
Ca 9 adore 8 , to titeir points of attack.—The 
Adjutant-General, and the Deputy Guar- , 
ter-Master General, and the officers of 
their several departments, gave me every 
assistance throughout this service as well 
as those of my personal staffs and I have 
great pleasure in adding, that notwith¬ 
standing the season of the year, and the 
increased difficulties of procuring supplies 
for the troops, the whole army have been 
well supplied and every branch of the ser¬ 
vice provided for during the late operations^ 
by the indemtigable exertions ol’Mr. Com¬ 
missary-General Bisset, and the officers 
belonging to his department.—The Mar¬ 
shal del Campo, Don Carlos d’Espana, and 
Don Julian Sanchez observed the enemy’s 
movements beyond the Tormes, during 
the operations of the siege; .and I asn 
much obliged to them, and to the people 
of Castile in geneihl, for the assistance I 
received from them. The latter have in¬ 
variably sh4wn their detestalioii of the 
French tyranny, and their desire to con¬ 
tribute by every means in their power to 
remove it.—1 will hereafter transmit to 
yoor Lordship a detailed account of what 
we have found in the place; but 1 believt 


vFQiami^ 

there aw 155 01 ^^ MOlwJ-' 

ing.tbe bMty tht 

Freocb army, BniJj^fia{quaBtftie|jBC«i^ 
nition and stores, ^e bav^tiwtSovfejsni^^ 
General Banier, abont sevetltyi|aigh|t 
cers, and one thousand seven handred meli 
prtsoner6.-»I transmit this dispatch by my 
Aide-de-camp, the Hon. Major Gordon, 
who will give your Lordshiji any farther 
details you may require; and I beg leave 
to recommend him to your protection.—I 
hare the honour to be, &c. 

^ WsLLltXSTOW. 

■ # 

• Portugal.—Th* Wae,— Londmi Gautte 
Exir*ordinary.—Downi^ Strget, De- 
eemher 1, 1811. 

(Continuedfromp. OG.) 

....Colonel Wilson’s Bri¬ 
gade, the Poi^uguese infantry under Colo¬ 
nel Ashworth, two six-poondem and a 
howitzer, the right, under Major-General 
Howard ; and tne cavalry, the centre.— 
As the day dawned, a violent storm of rain 
and thick mist came on, under cover of 
which the columns advanced in the di¬ 
rection, and in the order, which had been 
pointed out to them- The left column 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart march¬ 
ed direct upon the town; the 71st, one 
company of the 60th, and the 92d regi¬ 
ment, at quarter distance^ and the 50th‘ 
in close column somewhat in the rear,' 
•with the guns as a reserve.—^The right 
column under .Major-General Howard, 
having the 39th regiment as a reserve, 
broke off to the right, so as to torn the 
enemy’s leff; and having gained about 
the distance of a cannon-shot to that flank, 
it marched in a circular direction upon 
the farther point of the crescent od the 
mountain above-mentioned—-The cavalry 
iinder Lieutenant-General Sir William 
Erskine iqoved between the two coiui^ns 
of Hifantry, rjady fo act in front, oy move 
round either of them, as occasion might 
require.—The advance of our columns 
was unperceived by the enemy^ until they 
approached very near, at whi(^ moment 
he was flling out of the town upon the 
Merida road; the rear of his column, 
some of his cavalry, tpd part of hlshag- 
gagCf bein^ still in it; one brigade of bis 
had tparched for Medellin, an 
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, re^mestSi charg^ tbto wtlh 

: dwera, and dreyf tfil ils^y every-^h^ 

tlw pomt hf ilhc b!!iy^»t,%iiri^ s few 

wCthe down b^ the, 

c|tvaIry.->The enemy’s infant^ which 
hiul got out of the town, bad, by the time 
these regiments arrived at the extremity 
of it, formed into two squares, with the 
cavalry on their left ; the whole were 
posted between the Merida and Medellin 
roads, fronting Alcoesca. The right 
square being formed within half-musket- 
shot of the town, the garden-walls of 
which were promptly lined by the 7l8t 
light infantry, while the 92d regiment 
Bled out and fqrmed a line on their right, 
perpendicular to the enemy’s right flank, 
which was much annoyed by the well di¬ 
rected fire of the 71st. In toe mean time 
one wing of the 50th regiment occupied 
the town, and secured the prisoners; and 
the other ,wing, along with the three six- 
pounders, skirted tiie outside of it; the 
artillery, as soon as wiCbin range, firing 
with great effect upon the squares— 
Whilst the enemy was thus occupied on 
his right, Major-Gen. Howard’s column 
continued moving round his left; and our 
cavalry advancing, and crossing tlie bead 
of their cdlumn, cut off the enemy’s ca¬ 
valry from his infantry, charging it re¬ 
peatedly, and putting it to the rout. The 
ISth Light Dragoons, at the same time, 
took possession of the enemy’s artillery. 
One of the charges made by the two 
squadrons of the 2d Hussars, and one of 
the 9th Light Dragoons, was^ particularly 
gallant; the latter commanded by Cap¬ 
tain Gore, the* *whole under Major Bussche, 
of the Hussars. I ought previously to 
have mentioned, that *the British cavalry 
having, through the darkness of the night 
and the badness of the road, been some¬ 
what delayed, the Spanish cavalry under 
the Count de Penne Villemur was, on this 
occasion, the first to form upon the plain, 
and engaged* the enemy, until the British 
were ’enabled to come up-—The enemy 
was now in full retreat, but Major-Gen. 
Howard’s column having gained the point 
^0 #bich it was directed, and the left co¬ 
lumn gaining fast upon hi(n> he had no 
resource but to sArrender, or to dtspersa 
and ascend the mountain. 

(To iiewntinued.) 
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Let our great acts superior merit prove, 

*' And vindicate the bounteous Powers above. 

“ *Ti8 ours the cliguity they gire to grace ; 

The first in valour, as the first in piaee,” 

Pors’i Houbr : II. X(l> 
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No. II. 

THE « NEW ERA." 

In my last I endeavoured to shew, that, 
if the “ New Era” failed to prove favour¬ 
able to the interests of the nation, Uie 
failure would be to be attributed to the 
pride of the great Whig Lords and Com¬ 
mons. The more I reflect on the matter 
the stronger does my conviction of the 
truth of this opinion become. What will 
be the conduct of the party here spoken 
of it is impossible for me to say; but, I 
deem myself fully competent to foretell 
how any attempts to get into power, ex¬ 
cept upon popular grounds, will operate. 

If the party, now thrown aside by' tlie 
Prince, seeing that there is no way in 
which they can make themselves heard ; 
no way in which they can give weight to 
their remonstrances, other than that of 
espousing the cause of the people, and of 
giving a pledge of their sincerity by 
bringing forward or .supporting the great 
question of PARLIAMENTARY RE- 
FORM; if the party, seeing this, resolve 
to take the'side of the people, and to give 
this pledge of their being in earnest; then 
they will become truly formidable to the 
ministry; they will be able to do great 
good; and must finally succeed in their 
object. There would, in such case, be a 
Dew spirit infused into the country; a 
lively hope would supplant that lethargic 
discontent which now pervade# the great 
mass of the community; coniidence be¬ 
tween the people and their natural leaders 
would be, ill some measure, restored ; and 
we might toftk forward to safe and happy 
times; times wlien the dangers of the 
.country should cease to be rung in our 
. ears along with boasts* of its glories and 
prosperity. 

But, if this party indulge the hope of 
getting into power by other* means, by 
the means of intrigues, or of the cotnbina- 
tion» of parly, independent oj* the people, 
they will never succeed; because,•the 
ministers will stand as well with the peo¬ 


ple as they will, and because the Whigs 
being excluded from all chance of power, 
will daily lose some of the partisans who 
now swell their ranks. 

If the sense uf the people is with the 
ministry, the ministry ought to remain; 
and, if it4 b not, the contrary ought to be 
expressed by the people. But, how are 
the people to be prevailed upon to express 
themselves in this vyay ? ' Not by merely 
calling them together and proposing to 
them an Address or Petition for the re¬ 
moval (f the mnisters. This would not 
succeed in any county or any considerable 
town in the whole kingdom ; for, the 
people .stand no longer in heed of being 
told, that a mere change of men would do 
them no good ; but, on the contrary, they 
know, that such change would do them 
great harm, as they have invariably seen, 
that a change of this sort is always at¬ 
tended with' a large addition to their bur¬ 
dens in the shape of pensions and sine¬ 
cures. j 

This is the true cau.se of that apathy,” 
of which the Whig.s have so long and so 
bitterly complained. They have spoken 
of the people in the most angry terms be¬ 
cause they will not stir; but, they seem 
to have forgotten, that they have never 
condescended to hold out to the people 
any thing as an object to make them stir; 
any motjve for stirring. They have 
talked loosely against the measures of the 
ministers; they have raiie'd against their 
intolerance and their ruinous system. 
But, the,$e are expressions of too general 
import; of too indefinite a meaning to 
hind those that use them ; and, of course, 
they are not calculated to inspire confi¬ 
dence in those to whom they are ad¬ 
dressed. * 

The people, or„ at least, all that part of 
them who" have not an intere.st in support¬ 
ing the present ministers, wish for a change 

system; and, when they talk of a cbaiige 
of system, it is not a change in foreign 
policy that they mean so much' as a 
change in things that more immediately 
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aflect fliem in their Ubartics imd propfer^^^ 
lies. Catholic question is a matter of 
great public interest ; hut* that afone will 
never induce the people ofEifglajji, or of 
Ireland, to call for a change of mittislry. 

It is a Reform of the Parliament that the 
people want; and, for a reason of which 
It is utterly impossible for any man to 
deny the solidity. 

Let us suppose, for instance, a county 
meeting called in any part of the kingdom, 
and a Whig orator rising up and propos¬ 
ing a set of resolutions* as the ground of a 
petition or remonstrance. He would, 
'doubtless, in such resolutions, state the 
grievances of the country; he would com¬ 
plain of the injudicious plan of warfare in 
Spain and Portugal; of the monstrous ex¬ 
penditure in Sicily ; of the immense sums 
expended in the conquests of distant and 
useless possessio*is; rtf the pertinacious ad¬ 
herence to the Orders in Council; of the 
coming war with America and the conse¬ 
quent ruin of so many merchants and ma¬ 
nufacturers ; and of the non-repeal of the 
laws against the Catholics. Having slated 
all these grievances, he would propose, as 
a remedy, the removal of the ministers. 
But, would not he be answered by a state¬ 
ment, that all these things, of which be 
complained, HAD BEEN APPROVED 
OF BY THE HOUSE OF COMMONS; 
and, would he not be told, that it was not 
thf ministry, who ought to be blamed, be 
'cause the ministry had al^ along acted 
with the sanction of that House ? Would 
he not be told, tliat, if it was true, that the 
nation's monc^had been wasted in useless 
enterprises, it had been so wasted with the 
consent of the House of Commons } What 
reply could he make to this ? Would he 
say, that the majority who supported the 
ministry were not to be regarded as speak¬ 
ing the Iree voice of the people^ if so, the 
rejoijider wbuld naluraiiy b6: give us, 
then, a reform ^ that House. * 

When the Whigs were put out, they 
were pqt out by the voice of a tryijorily of 
the Home of Commons. They talked about 
intrigues and about misrepresentations and 
about the cry of no popery; but, what 
would all these have availed, if they had 
had a ma^rity of the House of Common* 
in their favour .> If they had had this 
majonlv on theiP side, they would have 
laughed at ail fhe intrigues and all the 
other acts of their opponents. There i^ 
.an old idea amongst them of " an influence 
behind the throne greater than the throne it- 
•• ulf but, what would this avail against 


a mi>iority in the House of CoMlBniis, who 
can, at any time, give or withhold the 
supplies, and who, consequently, have It 
always in ihejr power to cherish or to de¬ 
stroy such an influence. 

The short way of reasoning with any 
man, who complains of the ministry, is 
th is : do you look upon the tlouse of 
Commons, as now constituted, to be a fair 
representation of the people ? If he say, 
YES, then the answer is, that the House 
of Commons havjng approved of all the 
fneasures of the ministers, be ought to 
consider the measures as having been ap¬ 
proved of by the people, tu whom, there¬ 
fore, he ought not to appeal against the 
ministers. If he say, NO, then the answer 
is, that the House of Commons ought to be 
reformed ; that tkut i| the ptiint to begin 
at; and that, if he refuse to begin there, 
he cannot be regarded in any other light 
than that of a man who is seeking to get 
possession of a share of the power and 
emoluments of the state, without any de¬ 
sire to butte! the lot of the people. 

Upon this ground it is, that the people 
ought to demand, and that thjpy will de¬ 
mand a pledge to some specific measure of 
reform of parliament, from those who may 
call upon them to move against the minis¬ 
ters, in any way, or under any pretence 
whatever. There are people enough, 
eounties and cities and great towns enough 
ready to move on the subject of the war 
with America and on that of thd-Catholtc 
Claims, both of which are so big with 
dangers to the country ; but, there will be 
very few prevailed on to moVe even on 
these subjects, sinless to them is joined the 
subject parliamentary reform ; and this 
the Whig.s will find to their mortification, 
if they attempt to separate the grievance 
from the remedy; if they attempt tncall 
forth a reprobation of the effect without 
any allusion to the real and notorious 
cause. 'The present is an occasion for 
Meetings in London, Westminster, Middle¬ 
sex, SoVuhwark, comprising an eighth part 
of non-pauper and resident population of 
Great Britain; but, what'vf’ouid those 
meetings produce ? Resolutions and Re- 
Aionstrances against the ministers and 
their measures perhaps; but, these must 
be accompanied with others for Retbrni, 
orelse dmmons will take place; and, in 
fact, the Meetings will do the party harm 
ralhet^'than good. Their friends at those 
Meetings ^putd have to answer those per¬ 
sons who were for Reform; Debates wou^ 
take plaoe ; the former professions of the 
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WiMf si iiiroiiiJjtl b* Dwight into vi€w; their 
present nbjecti would be questioned; and 
thus 'the ministers would derive benefit 
from what would have been intended for 
their annoyance. • 

And, wirat could the Whigs oppose to 
the arguments in favour of Reform ? The 
iimtf Oh, no! that would never do; 
for, besides that it is an objection which is < 
tyorn mt, they would be told that “ a nm 
“ era is now arrived/' And they would 
be asked when the time would come, if 
this was nor the time. If they urged their* 
want qf power, the answer would be, that, 
if they wanted the power to accomplish 
the object, they could not want the power 
to pledge themselves to*do it as soon 
they could, and to support it whenever it 
should be moved. There would be no 
excuse, and they must pledge themselves, 
or they must be content to see public 
Meetings lump them along with those 
whom they would desire to see reprobated 
and hooted by the people. , 

There may be some persons amongst the 
Whigs, who hope still to carry on the" 
game of party, unconnected with the peo¬ 
ple ; who hope to keep up a war against 
ttie ministers ’till some great national cala¬ 
mity shall produce a change. But, if this 
were to happen, it would not answer their 
purposes ; for, that same national calamity, 
which would be pow-erful enough to force 
the ministers from their places, would, I 
warrant ti, be powerful enough to produce 
a parliamentary reform ; and, if the re¬ 
form proceeded from this cause, it is pretty 
evident, that it would bring forward a set 
of men now unknown to Vhe public, and, 
perhaps, it would totally overwlmlm those 
who might now,‘if they chose, take a 
lead in reform, and thereby render their 
influence of long duration. 

If Mr. Perceval be so powerful now, 
whose fault is it but that of the Whigs 
themselves ? When Sir Francis Burden, 
in a contest against this minister’s power, 
had his house surrounded, was* Anally 
dragged out of it, and was sent to prison ; 
what did tht Whigs do? Did they not 
rally round the minister; were they'not 
the first to support him ; were they nbt 
the loudest in disapprobation of the resis¬ 
tance made to that power; and did they 
not join most heartily in all the abuse 
which was poured out upon tl!e only man 
who attempted to make that resiftance ? 
Dpon the occasion of Mr.^Madoeks’s §v£r- 
memorable motion qf 11/A May, lfi09,»who 
protected the, minister? ’Who screened 


him from ii»|tdry ? ' Wh» dtiifeiide# him 
by iftying which he was accftseti' 

of was a#iffotbrioueas the sun at noon day ? 
All- this was done by the party who now' 
complain of the duration and extent of lii» 
power. Can any disinterested man be 
sorry for the result^ when be reflecu o» 
these things ? Or, could any man in his 
senses hope, that the dtfenders of Mr. Per¬ 
ceval, upon the above-mentioned occa¬ 
sions, would proceed upon any principles 
better than his, unless they were flVst to 
pledge, themselves to that reform which 
alone can make a change in the system. 

To suppose, that the affairs of the na- • 
tion could be recctvered by a mere change 
of men is the most monstrous delusion that 
ever was at^mptcd to be practised upon 3 
people. The w’ar might possibly be better 
conducted ; the quarrel will! America 
might be patched up j theCatholic claims 
might’be granied. But, what then? 
What would these things do for the coun¬ 
try ? Would they hasten peace ; would 
they lessen the taxes ; would they procure 
any substantial benefit for tlx people ? No: 
such benefit is not to l>e obtained without 
a change in the system, which system de- 
iiiands an enormous expenditure in order to 
support it, and an enormous expenditure 
will have enormous taxes, it is a system 
of influence and dependence, not a link in 
the long chain of which can be broken 
without destroying the whole. The sys¬ 
tem cannot be supported fora year nor for 
a month without enormous taxes; and, 
therefore, to suppose that a mere change 
of men would be looked up^n as a national 
blessing, or would be eagerly sought for 
by the people, is a gross absurdity. 

It is now asserted, in some of the public 
prints, that the Catholic question is to be 
conceded ; that, when the Betition comes, 
it is to taj^e its fair chance; that none of 
fhe usual influence,is to be employed 
against it; and, indeed, Ivlo not see why 
this should not be the case. 1 tlo not see 
why the. Catholic Claims should not be 
conceded without at all affecting the 
power of the minister. Pitt’s power wa» 
not affected by his sufTering himself to be 
beaten upon the Negro question. Very 
. much deceived %re those who imagine, 
that Mr. Perceval would be disliked by 
the Catholics if he were to suffer ihem to 
gain their point. Soeh a supposition is 
nonsense, because the Catholics would 
have no grounds for continuing their dis¬ 
like of him. Their object, their openly 
professed object. is*to obtain a share in the 
K 2 
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power* and emolumeiifc) of office and tlieir 
share of votes in the Legitlature. If tbw 
succeed in thie,'their strnggk u ai an eft#; 
and -I can, for my part, diacfirer no reason 
whatever for Mr. Perceval’s nUta refusing 
them the share they demand. Their re¬ 
ligion is by no means incompatible with 
“ vigorous’ civil government; nor do J 
see the smallest reason for him to fear, that 
Catholic Judges, Catholic Lord Chan¬ 
cellors, Catholic Peers, and Catholic tnem- 
bers df the House of Commons would not 
suit any of his purposes as well as Protes- 
tants. As long as thelKihg was in a situa*’ 
■ tion to make the rejection of the Catholic 
Claims a condition of pdmission to his 
counsels there was a quite sufficient rea¬ 
son for Mr. Perceval’s strenooug opposition 
to those claims; but, that reason has now 
Ceased to •operate; and, really, I am 
wholly at a loss'for another, especially as 
the Minister is now in possession *of his 
place to the exclusion of the Prince’s 
ibrnier. friends; to whom, therefore, the 
Catholics, if they obtain their point, will 
not consider themselves as indebted. 

The Morning Chronicle, indeed* seeing 
that this is Mr. Perceval’s most vulnerable 
part, because it is closely connected with 
the tranquillity and safety of Ireland, la- 
hours bard to dissuade the Catholics from 
placing any confidence in the Minister’s 
reported intentions. This w&s not neces¬ 
sary ; but, if those intentions become ma- 
niTest, arid if they are really acted upon, 
what more can the CatholksVant ? Here, 
then, is a stroke of policy which the 
Whigs did iiot^xpect; and, if struck, it 
will be a mortal blow to tbeir hopes of suc¬ 
cessful opposition, which were^ chiefly, 
though very foolishly, built upon the dis¬ 
contents 01 the Catholics, and upon the 
dangers to which those discontents might 
give rise. The letter of Lords^Grey and 
Grenville dwells with^reatempliasis upotf 
this Question, which appears to, be the 

{ treat ground of their rejection of the 
’rince’s oiler; but, if the claims^ be now 
conepdefl, what will then be the ground of 
their opposition ? They allude, indeed, to 
other points of difference; but, the most 
solid of their grounds would certainly be 
withdrawn from bencatl^^ them by a' con- 
' cession of the Catholic Claims. 

Thus would th» Whig party* be com¬ 
pletely foiled in tlreir present apparent 
yiews. Those, who disapprove of the con¬ 
cession to the Catholics, would excuse the 
Minister by saying that he was farced u> 
give way, and would •blame those only 




who had . forced hifii j while th* ^oter* 
etied friend* of the Cai^lic claims and 
tbe Catholics themselves would be quite 
satniiled with having obtAiped the good, 
and would hot be disposed to make much 
iBl|uiry into the remote causes of their 
success ;^and while every man, who has 
held the opinion that the granting of these 
claim* would tranquillize Ireland and 
place it in a state of safety, would he com¬ 
pelled to confess, that the Minister had, 
even at the expence of bis own predilec¬ 
tions, done all in'his power to effect this 
desirable purpose. 

For these reasons, I cannot help think¬ 
ing that Mr. Perceval will give way, which, 
observe, would not be at all inconsistent 
with the Letter of the Prince, whicli 
merely says, that he did not sooner ex¬ 
press his sentiments !is to ministerial ar¬ 
rangements, because it was his "earnest 
" desire that the expected motion on the 
" aflliirs of Ireland might undergo the de- 
" libei'ute discussion of Parliament, unmixed 
" witk anp other consideration!” This has 
been interpreted to mean, that the Prince 
looked upon the Catholic Question as 
finally settled; but that is a mete interpreta- 
tion. The passage by no means says this; 
nor is there any thing in the Letter to 
enable one to say, that such is the neca- 
spty conclusion. It is a sentence without 
any definite meaning. It left the writer at 
liberty to grant or withhold his support 
to the Catholic claims; it gave him time 
to see what was the effect of words ad¬ 
mitting of such an interpretation ; it left 
him a way open to escape from that corner, 
in which it is manifest the Whigs thought 
they had hemmed him up. The retreat 
of the Minister may be somewhat more 
difficult; but, I dare say, that we shall see 
him surmount it; and, if be does, the 
situation of. the Whigs, as a party inde¬ 
pendent of the people, become* at once 
completely desperate, there being no other 
danger sufficiently great and pressing to 
excite any alarms in their favour. 

What will the Whigs do, is, then, the 
question. They will be beaten by the 
minister; they would, without positive 
phidges to reform, be rejected with scorn 
by the people. What will they, then, tlo f 
It is difficult, perhaps, to say with much 
chance, of precision; but, 1 cannot refrain 
from hazarding a conjecture. I am in- 
^clined to believe, that the greater part of 
thosf, who bave«been considered as leaders 
amoegst them, are too proud to lay aside 
that haughtiues^, which they have shown 
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towards tfee j^edple. They have so long hate ^ia 0%^* object uppermost lO their 
pnweeded 'hpoh ’^e^iinBxina, that; to admit Biipd; i^y wiH take reform of 

tbe piople to a participation oFpower is to parliament shall be the burden of their 
undermine their own; and so many of applications; and, if the packings of party 
their families would perceive so muph men should upon any occasion overpower 
danger to their emoluments from a re- them by a majority, the friends of reform 
formed House of Commons, that, in spite will always be able so to divide the Meet> 
of my earnest wishes, I can hardly bring ings as to baffle the purpose of their op- 
myself to hope, that they will take a po- ponents, who, they ought never to forget, 
pular course. They will, i fear, fold up are as much more dangerous than the mi- 
their arms, and be sulky spectators of the nisters themselves as a disguised is,more 
scene; but, as I said |ast year, « there dangerous than an open enemy. 

'* they may stand till they turn to stone It has been observed, that, upon this 
for, as long as they are objects of indiffer- occasion, the people have shown no spirit f 
ence with the people, they will be olyects No: " quite insensible! quite dead to allpa-* 
of contempt with the Prince and ministry, triotic feeling!" •This is a mistake of the 
If, however, they take this course, there will Whigs. It is their old mistake. The 
not be wanting some amongst those, who people wo«ld be alive enough, if they 
have hitherto been their followers, to join saw any thing to excite thieir^hopes. If 
the popular standard, by which means they had seen, in the Letter of Lords 
alone can hope to be of the smallest Grenville and Grey,, that*they could not 
weight. Such men can now have no coalesce with the minister,unless they were 
prospect of escaping from complete ob- permitted to propose a reform of that 
scurity, except by pursuing the course House of Commons, who on the llth of 
which I have here pointed out. Those May, 1809, voted that there should be no 
who are the mere nominees of others will, inquiry into his conduct as described and 
indeed, follow the example of their patrons; offered to be proved at ihebar by Mr. 
but, all, who are not so, will either go over Madocks; if the people had seen this, 
to the Minister, or will take a decided part how many petitions would the Prince 
with the people; that is to say, will be* Regent have had poured in upon him 
conic advocates for a parliamentary re- praying for the dismission of his ministers! 
form, whose exertions, if favoured by Meetings wquld, by this time, have been 
events, may lead to the accomplishment called in many of the counties, and in all 
of that object, which, as it would be a cure the cities and large towns in Great. Britain, 
for all grievances, is the only one worth But, as the people saw, in that Letter, 
contending for. nothing to excite in them any hopes of 

The part which the friends of freedom seeing a reform proposed, they saw no 
have to act is too clearly pointed out by ground for their moving, and they have 
reason to be mistaken. They, indeed, remained unmoved accordingly. 
\iOL\o*‘nopred%kclionstop.rat\fy’' The Whigs may execrate the opatliy of 
those whicli gratitude call for. They have the people; but that will not further their 
“no resentments to indulge’' further than views. The people care as little for them 
their own safety demand. Neither of as they care for the people. If the Whigs 
those considerations exclude from their q,all uppnsthem, and reproach them with 
confidence any man, who is yeady uiie- baseness because they will* not ^lir to 
quivocally to espouse their cause. And, ward*off'the terrible dangers that menace 
what do they ask for ? They are charged the country; the answer of the people 
with seeking desituetion; bai, is this true ? is ; “ if lhere be such dangers, who have 
Yes; for they ask for the destruction of "we to thank for it; but that House of Com- 
corrupltdn; they ask lor the destruction " raons, for asking for a reform of which 
of bribery and perjury; they ask for tl^ " you have so shamefully calumniated Sir 
destruction of those scenes of drunkenness, " Francis Burdey;. If there be no .such 
of fraud, of all sorts df infamies, which, " dangers, all is very well as it is.” This 
in such numerous instances, disgrace the is the answer of the peogie, and it is useless 
land; and, if this be reailly^ and truly to execrate them for it. Itis useless to call 

What they ask, what argument ^an be them base wretches and to threaten to leave 
opposed to their demand, and bow scan- ethem to be ruined. ' They laugh at all such 
dklous it is to accuse theni*o£ wickedMe- threats; They are more secure than the 
signs ? The people, liqwcvqr, when caAled great Whigs themselves. For my own 
together for the purpose of presenting pe- part, and I may be supposed to have as 
titious or remonstrances, will assuredly little partiality as any body for the present 
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•niiiistfv. I saleronly j9€cl8r€, that, if, by 
the maKing of ft single dot u|>on this paper 
i coeld pot the j Whigs in their places, I 
would not make that «iot, unless ^jie W’higs 


first explicitly pledged themselves to» re* 
form of the Commons’ House of Parlia¬ 


ment; because I am as certain as I can 
be of any thing, that without that mea¬ 
sure, their entrance into ofike would be 
mischievous to the country ; that it would 
only 4eiul to delude and cheat the people*; 
and that it would prolong the duration of 
abuses, ’till all hope of correction by gen¬ 
tle means would vanish, leaving us nothing 
’to look forward to but absolute slavery or 
recourse to popular violence. I know, 
that there are some men, and good illen 
too, who, in their eagerness tl» get rid of 
the present^ministers, are willing to over¬ 
look all other,considerations. Ilut, this 
argues a degree of'childish imprd'eoce. 
What can such persons promise themselves 
from the change ? Have they observed 
the conduct of the Whig party upon such 
<]uestions, for instance, as that of Ex-Officio 
when not one of the regular 
party men voted for Lord Folkestone’s 
motion ? What, then, have the friends of 
freedom to expect at their-hands, if they 
come into power independent of the peo¬ 
ple ? Not a man of them voted for Sir 
Francis Burdett’s motion,, relative to 
the Flogging of Soldiers; not a man of 
them voted for the Address which he 
moved to the Prince Regent at the open¬ 
ing of this session, though many thousand 
copies of that Address and the mover’s 
and secondefs speeches have been 
printed and sold. What, then, I ask, have 
we to expect, from them, unless they first 
give us their distinct pledges, that they 
will support a proposition for a reform of 
the Hoi’se of Commons, of that very House 
of Commons, who have approved of all t^e 
measuecs of vvhich foey complain as big 
with national ruin ? Without such pledges, 
it would be madness to expect any thing 
from them; but, with the pledges, we 
might expect much. If Uteygive them 
they have the people for their friends and 
supporters ; and if they refuse them ; if 
they become sulky and fold up thejr arms, 
there as 1 said before, “ they may stand 
’■till <fe«y turn to stone.” To goncliklc, if 
the Wh»g Lords act upon the sentiment of 
uiy Motto, they will possess all the power 
rthat the Cohstitution allows them,; it the}% 
■do not, they will possess none. 

, Wm, Cobbett. 

State Prison, Newgate, Wednesday,. 

Udih February, 



SUMMARY OF POlXTICSr 


' Loafe WELUNOTOtfs Pensiok.—S ine* 
my last number was published, there have 
been some debates in Parliament worthy 
of the attention of the people. The first 
that I shaU notice is that which took place 
upon the additionll pension of 2,000/- a 
year, proposed to be granfed to Lord Wel¬ 
lington for bis services in the capture of 
the city of Rodrigo in Spain. It was re¬ 
commended by the Prince Regent, and 
iHras proposed to the House of Commons 
on the 21st of February, and was opposed 
by nobody butStn F)uncis Burdett, who 
objected to it, as appears from the report 
of his speech, updn the following grounds: 
first because the ftebievement was trifling 
in its magnitude and especially whefi com¬ 
pared with the means which the General 
had at his disposal. Sir Francis said : 
“ He really thought that the test of dis- 
“tinguished merit was to perform great 
*' things with inadequate means; but here 
1 " it was almost impossible to conceive that 
" less should have been done when the 
"means were so ample. (Hqnr! hear!) 
"Gentlemen might cry ‘'hear! hear!” 
" but he should be much better pleased to 
" hear their reasons than their noise. Their 
" cries were, indeed, marks of disapproba- 
" tion ; but they were nothing more: 
" they certainly contained no argument, 
•• and might therefore, perhaps, as well 
“ be spared. It appeared that Lord Wel- 
" lington had 54,000 British troops, and 
" 30,000 Portuguese in British pay, who 
" had been characterised as being equal 
" to any troops in the world. Here was 
" an army of 84,000 men; but besides 
" these there were J 8,00O said to be in the 
" Portuguese pay ; and in addition to all 
" this, there was the Portuguese militia, 
" amounting to 80,000 men: so that his 
"Lordship must have at least 180,000 
" men in’arms, independent of a numerous 
“ body of ordenanza. Yet, with all this 
" immense force at his command, his 
" Lordship had suffered a French General 
" Ip perpetrate into Poruigali, with an 
" army of 60,000 men; and to maintain 
" himself there till he was at length driven 
" ftway by famine; and when at length 
" driven away by famine, the French Ge« 
"neral retreated 300 miles without mate- 
“ rial loss of any description. When he 
" looked at all this, he could not see any 
" ground foj- the exulting manner in which 
" the exploits^of Lord Wellington had 
" been celebratedf ’*— Then he said, 




ihat,fii oi^«r to ibnn» just estimate of the "before tfce Committee "--—The word 
c^mpaigo^ ive imist inquire what had been hltwim, asnppiied to,the deeds ofSocbet. tvM 
the extent of the enemy’s successes; be- touiid in some of the reports, antf by Sir 
cause, if it.appeared, that, while We were Francis’s reply, this appears to have been 
gaming in one quarter, we were to«ag in the case. "He had only contrasted a* 
smother, the loss must be put againstahe " matters of fact the exploits of Lord Wel- 
gain, unless it was our object to go on in a " lington with what had been done by the 
Course of self-delusion, and thus treasure ".French General, who in the course of" 
up. for ourselves grievous and heart-break- " one campaign had sent 47,0CX) prisoners 
ing disappointment in the end, than " to France, and had taken Tarragona, Sa- 
whicb nothing could be more dangerous " guntum, and Valencia: and even though 
to a people in our present situation. Upon “ Sachet was the enemy of this countj-y, be 
this point he is reported to have observed, " must be allowed to admire the great 
that, "while he heard with exultation oY " military talents which be had displayed. 
" the bravery displayed by our own “ During the same period, we had little 
" troops, he could not forget, that, during " else to set off against such signal sue-' 
this last campaign, Sh^chet had sent to " cesses but the capture of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
" France+7,000prisoners,iiicludingBlake " a town that might be taken three or 
" and many of the principal Spanish Offi- " four timasin the course of a campaign, 
" cers.” —-- Be afterwards expressed his^ " and produce very little ell^ct on the 
doubts as to the utility of the capture of " late of the war. The Ki^ht Honourable 
Rodrigo: and, at any rate, he insisted, " Gentleman had tctally misrepresented 
that, even supposing it proper to give this " him, when he thought fit tu hold him up 
pension to Lord Wellington, it ought not "as aBLAZONKR of the merit of the 
to come as an additional burthen upon the " French General, and the DEPRESibOR 
people, while the government had such "of that of the English one: and the at- 
ample means of rewarding merit out of " tempt of the Right Honourable Gentle- 
funds flovdng from other sources; and es- "man to place him in such a light was 

pecially at a time like this, " when the " completely unjustifiable.”-The venal 

" people were driven to extremities by news-papers, however, have improved 

" hunger and despair.”-These are upon this, and have called Sir Francis’s 

amongst the reasons, which he gave in op- speech " infamous*’ because it embraced 
position to the grant. —— He was answei** the contrast.. But, to what a pass are we 
ed by Mr. Canning, who is reported tt> come, if we cannot hear truths stated.? If 
liavebegunby expressinghissurpriseatthe our cheeks turn pale at the mention 
opposiiion. He denied, that the distresses the deeds of, our enemy ? This was not 
of particular classes of the people ought formerly the case in England ; our fore- 
to operate, as an objection to the grant; fathers were not afraid to hear tbe truth 
and said, diatseryicessuch asthoseof Lord spoken even when it tended toourowodis- 
Wellington ought not to be paid out of the advantage. If the facts, as stated by Sir 
funds to which §jr Francis had alluded. Fi ancis, had been false; if they had been 
He next observed, ihat " the Honourable exaggerated ; if the inference drawn 
" Baronet had told them, that the military from them had been unfair, there wiruld 
" merits of Siichet were greater than those then have been ground for compltakiiit 
" of Lord Wellington, and more calculated against liim; but, then, he would have 
" to excite the admiration of,mankind,; been affsiomd; then the answer Jy Itim 
" but the merits of that French officer, would not have consisted of imputations oi 
•• whatever they might be, were not the being an admirer of the enemy. How 
" subject of the present vote; an3 he was are we to judge of the state of the war in 
" not aw!n of Its being the Honourable the Peninsula; how are we to judge as to 
*'BaroneVs intention to propose any the probability of final success, unless we 
" amendmentto the present motion, whiiih can bear to hear tbe iruUi respecting it; 

" should have the effect of substituting unless we have jhe courage to hear what 
" the name of Marshil Suchet instead of makes against us as well as for us? What 
" Lord Wellington. (A laugh, and cries of would any one think of a merchant, who, 

" Acer, hear!) Even in ihat c^e, liowever, in an inquiry into ifie state of his concerns, 
"he entertained little doubt Ijjat the should obstinately persist in looking only 
" merits of Suchet would be impartially^ at the credit side of his accounts ? Should 
"discussed; but the clajmsatf Lord Wei- we not say, either that he was a most 
" lingtoo were the-subjeelt now properly despicably weak jaan; or, that he was 



of insplreocy J The acKwTemenU of 
Sucbet are well calculated to excite the 
admiratioD of mankind. Who can deny 
it? But, in saying this, does the speaker 
lower the English army ? Does he attempt 
to undervalue their prowess, especially 
when he jrrqfaces his remark with an eulogium 
upon their valour; valour, which, as he 
truly says, they never fail to display, when 
an occasion oilers ? What absurdity, whpt 
ridiculous pusillanimity, to be afraid to 
hear the successes of the enemy stated ? 
-What good can the sfippression of such 
facts do ? What end can it answer but 
that of creating, first, delusion, and then 
cruel disappointment? IC indeed, the sup¬ 
pression of a knowledge of the enemy’s 
victories would do the country any good ; 
if it would tsnd to our safety at home, or 
our success aiiroad, then there would be 
a reason for it; but, We know well riiat it 
can have no such tendency, aud indeed, | 
no other tendency than that of producing 
delusion and mortification, and, in the 
end, infuiile mischief. The Jews are de¬ 
scribed, in the Old Testament, as calling 
upon their prophets thus : “ prophesy to 
us smooth things; prophesy to us lies.” 
And, what followed? Their overthrow, 
their degradation, their slavery. If a na¬ 
tion cannot bear the truth, its state is pre* 
cisely like that of an individual who has 

a similar antipathy.-There are few of 

ni}’* readers, who will not recollect the 
great pains that have been taken to make 
us believe, that Buonaparte will nut sufi'er 
the truth to be^niade known in France 
respecting cMr successes; and, I need not 
remind them, that this has been often 
cited as a pro.-)f of his tyranny. But, if a 
man is to be looked upon as exulting in' 
the successes of our enemy, because he 
merely stales the fact of those successes, 
where, in re^ity .is the practic^ differ-< 
enae f "SiPSHiapaaie (if what our prints «ay 
of him in this respect be (rue) prevents his 
subjects from speaking of our successes, 
by his licencers of the press anefby his 
police. We arc attempted to be pre¬ 
vented from speaking of his success by 
the calumnies, the base assaults of a 
venal press, which, as to •most men, are 
in the present state of things as efficient 
as any means thau an undisguiled des¬ 
potism can possibly use.-——It has been 
asserted upon innumerable occasions, 
that the people of France have never 
heard the truth respecting the haltle qf 
Trqfalgar; and, is it not* evident to every 


' ' ''‘"1 

one, that we aro indebted Fertwb 
papers alcme for our ktiowlb^ e# ^ 
trtKh relative to the qf ^iiencia, Wt 
achievement of fhr less glory than the 
former, but of far greater importance aa 
to the result of the war. Is there a msm 
in England who did not look upon it as 
an act of great meanness (supposing kto 
have been committed) to disguise the fact 
of the battle of Trafalgar from the people 
of France; and if so, bow can we attempt 
to find fault with any one for endea- 
y^ouring to prevent the real state of the 
case with regard to the capture of Valencia 
from being disguised from the people of 

England ?-To endeavour to depress the 

spirit of a people^by false accounts of the 
successes of their enemies is always re¬ 
prehensible ; but, on the other hand, it is 
equally reprehensible toreiideavour to de¬ 
lude them into false hopes by a series of 
suppressions of the truth; and, it is, be¬ 
sides, to impute to them tai'itly a lament¬ 
able want of fortitude and of true courage. 

—Me. Canning is reported to have 
contrasted the smallness of thejsroposed 
grant, wdth the ample rewards, which had 
been tendered to Lord Wellington by the 
Spanish government and by the Prince Regent 

of Portugal. -“ Our allies,” he said, “in 

the Peninsula had not, however, e.sti- 
" mated so meanly the services of Lord 
" Wellington. To the title of Conde de 
“Vimiera, the Prince Rr;gent of Portugal 
“ had added a pension equal to fiue ihou- 
“ sand pounds a year ; to that of Captain 
“ General of the Spanish armies, a rank 
“ also conferred on his Lordship, pay to 
“ a similar amoupt was attached ; and the 
“ office of Commander in Chief of the 
“ Portuguese I'orces entitled his Lordship 
“ to additional emoluments to nearly the 

“ same amount.-There were grounds, 

" therefore, for stating at FIF'I’EEN 
“ 'IHOUSAND POU^jDS A YEAR the 
" emoluments which our Allies considered 
“ Lord Wellingijon so justly intitled to re- 
“ ceive apd here, when it was proposed to 
“ add only 2,000/. to the annuity which 
“ his Lordship already receivedyian Hon. 

" Bart, holds up his hands, and expresses 
“ bis opinion, that, it is much too great for 
“ any services that j:iad been performed. 

“ But there was this'olher consideration 
“ to be kept in mind ; the rewards which 
“he had alrondy mentioned were ofl'tred 
“ by foraign gratitude; and their accept-, 
* aneg was declyied by Lord IVcUingtoni 
“ (li^ar, heur*fij f That Noble Lord de- 
“ dared, that it was sufficient for him to 


*' Ifie duty ratpoied bim by 

ooubirir: tbat be could not'accept 
" of Uie towards that wero thus proffered 
" htm by our allies. Was this magnanimuy 
•# a reason why the House also should 
« adopt the opinion of the Hon. Baronet, 
** and deny all revrards for such services 
" except those feelinas which they roust 
" necessarily excite And he afterwards 
said, that '♦ it should never be forgotten, that 
" his lordship had declined accepting any 
" pecuniary reward from our allies, and 
*' had looked to this Country alone to ap- < 
" preciate his services.”—-Now, as to 
this point, I must first observe, that all 
our officers have not seen the offers of 
foreign governments in she same light 
and, that Lord Nelson did actually ac¬ 
cept, not only of the title of Duke of 
Bronte, but ui' a considerable etlate at¬ 
tached to it. Therefore, as a point of ho¬ 
nour, the refusal of Lord Wellington may 
admit of some dispute. The other obser¬ 
vation that 1 shall make is this ; that the 
Spanish government has lately been re¬ 
presented as having made a proposition to 
us for a ban as being necessary even to 
pay the salanes of the Cortes; and that the 
Prince Regent of Portugal owes as a .sum 
of money, to pay the interest of which 
costs the people of this kingdom about 
forty or fifty thousand pounds a year, paid, 
out of the taxes raised upon them. Under., 
tlie-se circumstances every reader, who 
has a moderate portion of common sense, 
will be at no loss to Judge of the sources, 
whence the \5,OOOl. a year would have 
reall}' been drawn, if the offer had been 

accepted of.-The venal prints have, 

upon this occasion, as upon that of the 
Address proposed by .Sir Francis Burdett 
at the opening of the .session, done infinite 
mischief to the cause which they have 
espoused. They published Mb. Can- 
hinges speech, which professed to be an 
answer to that of Sir Francis, and, was not 
that enough ? Why should they add their 
foul abuse ? They herein discover, that 
they are uneasy. They say, indeed, that 
the whole eoancry have reprobated the 
speech of Sir Francis; but, they at the 
same time give us convincing proof that 
they are sure that lh%y are uttering a 
falshood, because they cannot disguise 
their anxiety to misrepresent and distort 
what he said. Men who feel strong in the 
goodness of the cause they espouse,%iever 
resort to these means of hostility agaijist 
their opponents; they contpnf themsekres 
with fact and argument; butf if they have 


neither of ililee on ihidf ' 
resort to s^se;;^ or they moit 
tongues, the latter of which is q uite 
patmie wjth the occupation of a veiii^ 
writer, ■■ ■^ir Francis, in the course of hie 
speech, observed, that, in all those parts 
of Spain, where the French possessed sway, 
the Inquisition was abolished; and, that, in 
all those parts, where m possessed it, the 
Inquisition renuiimd established; whence he 
inferred that there could not be much 
hope of our final success, seeing that the 
people must naturally abhor the Inquisi¬ 
tion. And, what anhuer has this received ? 
From Mr. Canning he received none at all 
that I can perceive; and, from the prosti¬ 
tuted press, he has received only the old 
answer, alusf, together with the silly ob¬ 
servation, that we are fighting " to give 
" the people back their country as if the 
French wanted to take th* country from 
the people; as if Buonaparte were such a 
fool as to wish to conquer a countiy for 
the sake of the mere earth, unaccompanied 
with its inhabitants! 

Foreign Mebcenaries. —On the 2.5tii 
instant, on the presenting of the Army 
Estimates, in the House of Commons, two 
subjects of debate arose, the first relating 
to Foreign Mercenaries; and the second to 
Colonel M*Mahon’s sinecure, the former of 
which is as tbuch more important than 
the latter as one thing can well surpass 
another in importance.—Theemploying 
of Foreign Mfreenaries in our army, and 
especially in the heart of our own country, 
must, sooner or later, beconje an object of 
serious and general attention. It will, by- 
and-by, force itself forward in a way that 
will not sufier us to get rid of it, until it 
shall have been fully discussed and settled. 
We shall find, in the end, that it is of in¬ 
finitely nio^e consequence to us than all 
tlfe battles^ by land by sea^ and, that, 
compared to it, the war on thtfPenimitflaand 
ill Sicily is a mbre trifle. This is a matter 
that touches us closely; that comes home 
to our doors. In short, it is a question, 
upon the final decision of which our all 
depends.——Therefore, I shall here insert 
the report (as published in the Morning 
Chronicle) of the Ivbole that was said upon 
the occasion above referred to, beggiag 
the reader* to peruse il* with attention; 
because, unless he do that, the remarks, 
jvhich I have to ofler, cannot be clearly 
understood. 

" Lord Folkestone embraced the dp- 
*' portuxiity aftbrdedT hint by the question 



»« for bringing tb* Rt^rt, of reqaesiing 
»vfrofl|lbeNobl« Lord(Palracr»tQnt;) some 
«< information '.espectitig ihe /omgn corps 
«< employed in our service. tUe was sorry 
** to observe that the number had been 
*' considerably increased, and wiildti the 
last few years bad been rapidly aug- 
« mentedr The whole amount of foreign 
" troops now in the British service was 
*« 30,000 men, and no less than 5,000 bad 
*• been added within the short permd of 
« tba last year. He vvas inclined to feel 
*' the more jealousy upon this subject, be- 
«'cause the two lasfActsof Parliament, 
*• one of which allowed the introduction 
' *' of 10,000, and the other of 16,000 men, 
•• were both Bills of Indemnity, brought in 
“ to protect the Government against llie 
consequences of having acifed contrary 
•• to law. .There was one point, however, 
on which particularly wished for' 
“ some explanation.* He understoed that 
foreign troops had of late been enlisted 
" in English corps, and that some Oflicers 
*' had manifested a desire to recruit their 
*‘ regiments from French prisoners. He 
« bad been further informed, that lAe 10</« 
regiment of light dragoons had been lately 
"recruited with 118 French prisoners. 
“ Now the question he wished to put to 
" the Noble Secretary was, whether this 
" was to be considered as the act of Uk 
“ Commanding Officer, whoever that person 
" might be, or as done under the directions 
*^of tho IVar Offiice ? He was not suffi- 
" ciently conversant in the detail of olficial 
*' regulations to be salisfi' d on this point, 
" but he was ready to maintain, that who* 
" ever might Ije the author of the pro- 
" ceedipg, it was altogether illegal.— 
" (Hear! hear !)—The Act.of Parliament 
" which permitted the enlistmentof foreign 
" corps, did not allow the admis.sion of 
“ foreigners into English corps. Was this 
*' meant to ^be denied, and ijife practice 
" ass«slfid to lega*!; or if not, at whose 
" instance had the law been transgressed ? 
" He believed likewise, that/orcig» officers 
*' were eyjployed in British regifnents, not 
*' only ^s subalterns, but with appoint- 
" nients on the Staff, and that some actually 
" commanded troops, which he w'ould as- 
" .«eit «’as directly coritfary to an Act of 
" Parliamentii Had not one foreign oinper 
*' been even appoiftted to the cemmand of 
" a distrieti? 

" Lorp Pal.me«stone said, he believed a 
** certain number of foreigners had beeii^ 
*' enlisted into the 10th hussars, but they 
" w ere not French prisoners but Germans. 


•'idovernment hatFcertamil^hcen i 
■" tosanc tiQi) their admisston i the Gerplm 

" Corps, and to this he could not hiinself 
" see any objection. He was not aware 
" of the illegality alluded to by the noble 
" lord. The 97th regiment originally 
"consisted entirely of foreigners, and 
" there was a specific Act of Parliament, 
" allowing the enlistment. He wished to 
*• know the name of the foreign General 
" commanding a district according to the 
“■repre.sentation of the Noble Lord. 

^ " Lord Fulresrome said. General Baron 
" Linsingen. 

" Loro Palmerstone replied, tlial he 
" was not Commander of a district, but 
" Superintendan^ of the depot of foreign 
" troops. 

" Lord Folkestone observed, that with 
"respect to the Acty)f Parliament, he 
" would advise the Noble Lord to read it, 
" and he would see the construction he 
“ had given to it was correct. He hud 
“derived his,uiformation eoticerning Ge- 
" neral Linsingen, merely from the Army 
" List. But the practice of appointing 
" foreigners at all to the command of English 
" troops uias in violation of one of the pro- 
" visions of the Act of Settlement. 

" The Hon. W. Lamb confessed he 
“ thuughtsonie inquiry ntcessaiy, because 
" this was a favourite topic lor POPULAR 

PURPOSES, and one which those who 
'‘ had POPULAR OBJECIS in view. 
" found it very convenient to jise. He 
“ could not, however, but think the con- 

duct of the Noble Lord and others 
"VERY EXTRAORDINAKY, in repie- 
*‘ senting every thing that might be con- 
" strued into a grievance in its WORST 
" COLOURS, as if no, consideration was 
" to be had of the peculiar difficulties 
"in the situation of the country. Were 
" foreigners wantonly introduced, or did 
" there not exi.«t A SWEEPING AND 
“OVERJIULING NECESSITY FOR 
"RESORTING TO NEW AND EX- 
" TRApRDlNARY MEASURES, if we 
" were at all to contend vviih an enemy 
" who left no means untried,/iqd who had, 
" and who exercised the power of FORC- 
‘‘.LYG ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF MEN 
" INTO IHS SERVICE? He doubted not 
" that in ORDINARY TIMES the Gy- 
" vernment of the country would readily 
" adhere to ^ke Act of Settlement, as a pro- 
" visiqfi intimately connected with the 
" s^ety of the Consiitation ; but under such 
" a*change eLV®®* ““‘I circumstances as 
" vras now wiinessed, he could not per> 




« tuck Withreg«# to the 4%tets 6f the ^CKii^ 

^ ^ ^ ■v^-'^'^'■y though tiie^ increase in the 

«»|^. Iforner, Sir F. fiutdett anA Mr. these Mercennries, and of the re^^t 
**;<3itftoen rose together, when the Speaker listtoettMfrom the Prisons into the ibth (ot 
'' nc^ed the latter. Prsoce </ffhha’s own) regiment of Light 

•* Ma. CuRWEN declared that, during the Dragoons, they were not denied by the Se- 
« whole of the twenty*five years he had cretary at War; he said that ,he believed, 
" sat in Parliament he had never heard that the enlistments had taken place ; So, 

" such a doctrine as that of the Honourable that he does not seem to have been at ail 
"Gentleman. (Hear, hear!) He bad al- consulted as to the matter ; but, the ques- 
" ways thought, from all he knew of the tion is, by whose authority lias the Iho 
"history of the country, that the true been dwyjensed w«A in this case ? And? this 
" way of supporting its interests in difficulty is a question, which will, it is to be hoped, 

" times was by a strict nd/<erence rolAe laws, by.and-by, receive’ an onstwr.—But, 

" The character of the House and the wel- though these recruits came out of a prison ; 

fare of the nation had been upheld at though they were prisoners of war, they 
" such seasons by inspiring the people with were, it seems, not*Frenchmen, but Germani! 

" conhdeiice and spirits, not by banishing As if this were a circumstance of palliation ! 

" the one and depressing the other. {Hear!) There is one more objection to them on 
" At former periods the Government of this account, than there would be if they 
“the country had endeavoured to conci- were Frenchmen; and that is, that, they 
" Hate the affections and to elevate the hopes are of a nation, wliiciT our enemy has con- 
" oftAecoun/iy by an uniform and scrupu- sianily beaten; for which reason they are 
" lous attention to its fundamental laws and not, one would think, the better as soldiers 
*• institutions. What was it that the Noble to be opposed to that enemy. Besides, 

" Lord asked for, but that a Bill of In- they have, 1 suppose, taken the oath of 
" demnity should, consistent with the prac- allegiance or oi'f ddiiy to that enemy; and, 

" (ice of th*e Constitution, be resorted to in in a moral sense, or even a legal sense, 
"these cases, in order that Parliament where is the difterence as to their conduct ? 

" might be left to judge of the wisdom of -However, more of this upon some 

" the measure. It was this contempt of other occasion. The question never can 

" public opinion which formed one of the rest here.-What Mr. LtMu said is 

principal causes of our present calamj- worthy of particular notice; because it 
"lies. The opinion of the House itself contains the ground of justification usually 
*' was equally despised by those men who resorted to, and ailurds an opportunity of 
" unhappily continue to have the direction remarking upon the new notions that have 
" of affairs. There lay the real danger— arisen u{»on the subject of employing fo- 
" these were the seeds of real evil. The reign mercenaries.——What this gentle- 
" strength of the country,was in its law, niau may mean by popular pmposcs and 
" not in HIRED ARMIES. He could not popular olfecls it might be difficult to as- 
" see the policy «f enlisting pfisoners— certain; but, if he meant, a desire to show 
" he could not see the necessity of it, in the people, that the party acting was not 
" the well known condition of our manu- wholly insensible to the rights and liber- 
" facturers—he could see no argument to ties of the people, no man that attempts 
" justify it. If he could bring his mind to 4b check iny abuse whatever, can hope to 
"believe that such measures originated escape such an imputation,—-dii'says, 
" with the Prince Regent himself, he that the thing is painted in its worst co- 
" should indeed augur lamentably for the lours. I can observe no painting at all in 
" future interests and prospects of the my LorJ Folkestone’s speech. I see the 
“ people. • • facts plainly stated ; the law distinctly 

" M 41 . Matthew Montague was* of declared; but 1 see no more; and, how. 
" opinion that such opinions as those of this can be called colouring 1 am at a loss 
*• the Honourable Gei\jleman, could only to discover. Indeed, the thing wants no 
“ influence ignorant p'ersons.” colouring. Its own native colours are the 

I have inserted what this latter gentle- strongest’that it can possibly wear. The 
man said, because the time* must come facts relating to it are quite sufficient; for- 
when it will be of vital importanoe to be that Englishman must be worse than 

able to ascertain with precision yhat" kneaded clod, who will not draw the pro- 

every one, who takes part 1 ft the discus- per inference.;-But, Mr. Lamb tells us, 

«ion of this subject, shall'have said.—— Aat there is [•as'Xoeping and overwhelming 
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^ neeemi^Jifr*esofih^!it6 and ettfaxfrii- 

** narjf^measum,- aiid t^«n )te cites tii« 
exaxnpie of the F«;ocb, who, he says, 
••/i»ree alldescr^onsqfmm int^theiriertitce.’* 
——In answer to this; we may |ir8t ob- 
serre, that if there be such a sweeping and 
overwhelming necessity, whose fault is it, 
but that of those, who persisted in the war 
against the Republicans of France ? And 
next, of what nature is the necessity ? 
Why, there is a necessity of having a 
grcatfrailitary force; but, the qdeBiion is, 
vphether tAts is the proper way to obtain 
such a force; whether the force that we 
• obtain in this way be one likely to defend 
our country in lime of need; whether 
German Omcers and soldiers be wAl cal> 
culated for the defence of England against 
the French; and whether the militias of 
England, 'amoanting to 300,000 men, 
would stand is need of such assistance. 
——However, we Have, Mr. Lami) says, 
the example qf France. I will, byand-by, 
speak of the consistency of referring to 
that example; but, first, as to THE FACT. 
In what instance has France set us this 
example ? Bid she hire mereenaries to 
defend her against the coalesced kings of 
Europe i Is it not, on ihe contrary, no¬ 
torious to all the world, that amongst the 
very first of her acts was the sending 
away of all the mercenaries whom the 
Bourbons bad in their service, and whom 
they had long compelled the people of 
France to pay ? It is equally notorious, 
that these mercenaries were* intended to 
be empdoyed against the National Assem¬ 
bly, 6^ore the dethronement of the king; 
and that it was the regiment of Royal 
Allemand, or Royal German Regiment, who 
were stationed to favour the escape of the 
king to the place where a camp was to be 
formed on the confines of France for the 
purpose of collecting and orggiiiiaing, a 
force againstnhe mal^rs of that very Coni 
stitutidtrwhichTlhe king afterwards sikned 
and swore to maintain.*—-Thus, then. 


* The,MARacis dk B<»un.tE, wdto after* 
wards acknowledged that he held the As* 
•sembly and the people whom they had 
misled, as he called it, in contempt, indig¬ 
nation, and horror; who* told them, that 
all Europe was about to unite against their 
" iq/crnal ConstitoSonwho threatened 
them, that, if they hurt one hair of the 
heads of any of the Royal Family, he 
would not leave one stone upon another in 
Paris; who told thetU;^ that he knew all 
the roads and would lead foreign armies 


does not at all apply . «HeT oondue* 
the very revenre of ihkt of emp^ihg 
foreign mercenaries in her defence;; iihe,’ 
w'hen attacked by all the powers of 
Europe, consigned her defence to the arms 
of her own sons; and, her succ^s fste* 
corded in the discomfiture and fall of her 
enemies. Therefore, if we are hidden to 
look to her for an example, we ehall, 
surely, find nothing there to support the 
notions of Mr. Lamb.i—But, perhaps, he 
<did not look so fair hack. He had his eye 
upon Buonaparte, " who forces all desetip- 
“ turn cf persons into his service.’* Now, 
as to this, we know very well, that he has 
Italians and Germans and Brababters and 
Dutch and Hamburghers in his service. 
But, the fact is, that these are all his sub¬ 
jects ; they belong to dmntries that he has 
conquered, and which countries are at war 
with us. We need not slop to inquire into 
his right to conquer these countries any 
more than to enquire intp our right of 
conquering the Empire of Java. The/ocf 
is undoubted; and, as to thewhich 
he employs to pm men of varipus nations 
in his ranks, if be be enabled to use such 
force, it is pretty clear that the countries 
they belong to are under his sway. -— - 
The example, however, is still deficient in a 
most material feature; for, it was not of em¬ 
ploying foreign mercenaries alnoad, that 
Lord Folkestone complained. It was of 
employing them here, in this kingdom. 
It was of giving the Command qfour native 
troops to foreign officers. It was of pu«jng 
foreigners into our native regitnerits. There¬ 
fore, until Mr. Lamb be prepared to show, 
that furq/gu mercenaries are put into 


against it: this man, who planned, as he 
confessed, that expedition to Montmidi, 
which proved, in the end, fatal to the 
House of Bourbon, had selected for the 
purpose of executing his project, the Regi¬ 
ment of Royal Germans, a Battalion of the 
regimeift of Nassau, and a regiment of 
Swiss. But, the king having been stopped 
at Varennes, where there were an oliicef 
and some dragoons of a French regiment, 
stationed to favour his flight, the officer, 
wishing to ascertaimtWbether he could rely 
upon his men in an attempt to rescue the 
king, asked them whether they were for 
the king or ttS: nation, when they exclaimed: 
,« ViveHa nation! Nous tenons et nims tien- 
dmns taiyqfttt pour elte That is : 
“ The nation for ever! We do, and al- 
“ ways will, stand by the nation!” 






Bn^^ r^gipi^fits; that forei^ merec^ 
SMiy offiosfs are set to command French 
tfOofMf that foreign mercenary officers 
kite aUff comniaads in the defrartments of 
Fmnce > until he be prepared to show 
tjbiii I do not think that hts argument of 
example will have any very great weight. 

- ■ But, be this as it may, have we not 
some reason to be surprized, that the ex¬ 
ample,! that any example, of Buonaparte 
should, by those who think him, or repre¬ 
sent him to be a despot and a tyrant, be 
resorted to in defence of li measure which < 
they approve of in our own country. 
The reader will not have forgotten that 
Mn. Dkakabd is now in jail for 18 months 
and is to pay a heavy fine at the expira¬ 
tion of the time, for having written about 
the treatment of our soldiers; and it will 
also not be forgotten, that the part of his 
offence most dwelt upon by bis accuser 
as well as by the judge was his having 
told his readers how Buonaparte treat¬ 
ed his soldiers. Precisely the same was 
the case as to the crime with which Mr. 
White was last charged, but of which the 
Jury acquitted him. Yet Mr. Lamb, when 
complaint is made of something which is 
said to violate our laws, appeals, in de¬ 
fence of the act, to the example of Buo¬ 
naparte. Buonaparte employs foreign 
troops, and, therefore, we may ; though,. 
in other cases, it is called seditious to cite > 
his example as worthy of our imitation. 

-On Mr. Lamb’s idea of the Act of 

Settlement as containing provisions to be 
adhered to “ IN ORDINARY TIMES” I 
shall make no observation. What Mr. 
CcRWEM said upon that point was quite 
sufficient; and, here, 1 cannot helj> asking 
Mr. Curvven, that? if he was so much 
shocked as he appears to have been at the 
doctrine that he was combatting, who had 
he to blame for the broaching of that doc¬ 
trine ? It was new and extraordinary to be 
sure; but, has not the conduct oP the ge»- 
tienien of England been full -as extraordi¬ 
nary ? Mr. Lamb only defended that>which 
they bad tacitly seen done; that of which 
they had never complained. They have 
seen great numbers of foreign mercenaries 
introduced and organized; they have seetf 
foreign officers with S^lf Commands in 
several of the Counties of England; they 
knew well of the existence of the Act of 
Settlement; and, if they, for long a 
time, kept their silence upon the subject, 
why should Mr. Curwen b« surprisedito 
hear the measure,openly defended 
If he says, that it is now become time to keep 


silence no ian§er, Mat is anaaswevF ^ 
best answer ffiat can be given. * . 

W**. COBBETE 
&aie Prison, Newgate, 

Frid(^,1i9th February, 1812. 

Yesterday was published. 

Fifteenth Ebition,— 

SIR FRANCIS BURDE'n'’s ADDRESS 
to the Prince Regent j as proposed 
in the House of Common.s, at the opdhing 
of the Session, on ,the 7th of January 
1812. To which is prefixed his Speech 
on that occasion; with that of Lord * 
Cochrane, who ^eonded the Motion.-— 
The Patriotic conduct of the two worthy 
Representatives of the City of West¬ 
minster, on the 7th of Jan. ought to be 
made known; it has, therefore^, been de- 
determined to give the Report as large a 
circulafion as possible, at a small expence, 
that it may be duly appreciated by every 
man in the United Kingdom—Print^ 
and published by J. Morton, at the Sunday 
Review Office, 272, Strand, Price 3d.— 
(]C5* The Publisher of this Address begs 
leave to state to the Public^ that upwards 
of TWENTY-EIGHT THOUSAND Copics have 
been printed and sold—a convincing 
proof of the estimation in which the 
People of the United Kingdom hold the 
patriotic sentiments it contains.—^The 
Fieteenth Edition was published yes.- 
terday, making in the whole thirty thou¬ 
sand Copies, a number unprecedented in 
any publication of a similar nature. 

--- —■ _ _ * .. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Portugal.—The War. — London Gazette 
Extraordinary.—• Downing Street, De¬ 
cember 1, 1811. 

(Continued ff^om p. 256.) 
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the Isftter, and ascending near lhe*ea8tern 
extremity of the ascent, and, which might 
have bee^ deeined inaccessible, was fol¬ 
lowed closely by the 28th and 34-$Ji regi¬ 
ments; whilst the 39th regiment, and 
Colonel Ashworth’s Portuguese Infantry, 
followed round the foot of the mountain 
by the Truxillo ro&d, to take him again in 
flank. At the same,time. Brigadier-Gen. 
Morillo’s fnfantry asceflded at some dis¬ 
tance to the left with the same view.—As 
giay be imagined, the enemy’s troops 
were by this time in the utmost panic ; 
his cavalry was flyipg in every direction, 

, the infantry threw away their arras, and 






m) 

the only effort of either was' to esc^e. 
The tPoops andc Major-General Howard'* 
command, as well as thoseihe bad sent 
round the point of the mountain, porsoeti 
them over the rocks; making prisoners at 
every step, until his own men becanie so 
exhausted and few in number, that it was 
necessary for him to halt and secure the 
prisoners, and leave the farther pursiiit to 
the Spanish infantry under General l^Io- 
rillo^ who, from the direction in which 
they had ascended, had now become the 
most advanced ; the force General Girard 
bad with him -at the commencement, 

* which consisted of 2,500 infantry and 
<500 cavalry, being at this time totally 
dispersed. In the course of these opera¬ 
tions, Brigadier-General Campbell’s bri¬ 
gade 4>f Portuguese infantry (the 4lh and 
lOih regiments), and the J8th Portuguese 
infantry, joine*d from Casa de Don Anto¬ 
nio, where they had halted for the pre¬ 
ceding night; and as soon as I judged 
they could no longer be required at the 
scene of action, I detached them with the 
brigade consisting of the 50th, 71st, and 
02d regiments, and Major-General Long’s 
brigade of cavalry, towards Merida, They 
reached St. Pedro that night, and entered 
Merida this morning; the enemy having, 
in the course of the night, retreated from | 
hence in great olarin to ^linendralego. I 
The Count de Penne Villaiuur formed the 
9dvariqed guard with his cavalry, and had 
entered the lown.previous^lo the arrival 
of the British^—The ultimate consequences 
of these operations I need not point out 
to your Lordship; their immediate result 
is the capture of one General of Cavalry 
(Brune,) one Colonel of Cavalry (the 
Prince D’Arembergh), one Lieutenant- 
Colonel, (Cliief of the Etat Major,) one 
Aide-de-Canip of General Girard, two 
Lieutenant-Colonels, one Commissaire de 
Guejrcj tWr^ Captains and inferior of¬ 
ficers, and upwards of 1,000 of nod-com¬ 
missioned officers and soldiers, already 
cent ofF'under an esqort to fiortalegre: 
the whole of the enemy’s artillery, bag¬ 
gage, and commissariat, some magazines 
of corn, which, he had collected at Ca- 
, ceres and Merida, and the contribution of 
money which he had levied on the former 
town, besides the total dispersion of Gen. 
Girai#8 corjM. "I'he loss of the enemy in 
killed must also have been severe ; while 
that on our side was comparatively tri¬ 
fling, as appears by the accompanying 
return, in Which yooi;Lord8hip will lament 
to see the name of Lieutenant Strenuwitz, 


Aide-de-camp to Lieub-Genersd Sif 
Ham Erskine, whose extreme .gallattlfy: ifeil 
him into the midst of the enemy’s caWAl^» 
and occasioned his beil^ taken prison^,' 
—Thus has ended an expedition, wbi<^» 

; although not bringing into play to thu* 
full extent the gallantry and spirit of those 
engaged, will, I trust, give them k claim 
to your Lordship’s approbation. No praise 
of mine can do justice to their admirable 
conduct; the patience and good-will 
shewn by all ranks during forced marches 
“in the worst of weather; their strict at¬ 
tention to the orders tiiey received; the 
precision with which they moved to the 
attack; and their obedience to command 
during the actidh; in short, the manner 
ill which every one has performed his 
duty from the first conpnencement of the 
operation, merits my warmest thanks; 
and will not, I am sure, pass unobserved 
by your Lordship.—To Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral Sir William Erskine, I must express 
my obligations for his assistance, and ad¬ 
vice upon all occasions; to Major-Gfene- 
rai Howard, who dismounted and headed 
his troops up the difficult accent of the 
Sierra, and throughout m'ost ably con¬ 
ducted his column ; and to Major-Gen. 
Long, for his exertions at the head of his 
brigade, I feel myself particularly iii- 
■debled. ! must also express my obiiga- 
nions to Col, Wilson, Col. Ashworth, and 
Lieut.-Col. Stewart, commandingbrigades, 
lor the able manner in which* they led 
them; Lieut.-Col. Cameron, the Hon. 
Liaiit.-Col. Cadogan, the Hon. Lieut.-Col. 
Abercromby, and Lieut.-Cofs. Fenwick, 
Muter, and Lindsay, Majors Harrison and 
Bussche,^ Major Parke, commanding the 
Light Companies, ahd Captain Gore, 
commanding the Plh Light Dragoons, 
Major Hartmann, commanding the artil¬ 
lery, Lieut-Col. Grant and Major Bir¬ 
mingham of the Portuguese service, Capt. 
Arresagdi of the Portugue.se artillcr)^ 
whose guns did so much execution, seve¬ 
rally merit my warmest approbation by 
their conduct; and 1 must not omit to 
mention the exertions made'by Brigadier- 
Gin. Campbell and his troops, to arrive in 
lime to give their assistance.—General 
Giron, the Chiefly of General Gastanos’s 
.stair, and second in command of the 5tli 
Spanish army, has done me the honour to 
accompany me during these operations; 
and Pfeel much indebted to hiijl for bis 
asnstance ^aml valuable advice.—Briga- 
ditr-General the CoonjtDe Penne Ville¬ 
mur, Brigadier-General Morillo, Colonel 


the Spanish oSicers and sol* 
hi*‘gi^iieMl, have conducted ihem^ 
Retvaa in a manher to excite my warmest 
approbat.iori.--Td Lieut..Col. Rooke, As- 
aifiant-AdJotarit-General, and- Lieut-CoJ. 
Oifney,A»sistant-ttuarier-Master-Gerieral, 
for the able manner in'which they have 
conducted their departments; and also 
for the valuable' assistance and advice 
vTbich I have at all times received from 
them; to the ofGcers of the Adjutant and 
Quarter-IVIaster-General's departments; 
to Captain Squire, of the Royal Engineers,' 
for his intelligenceand imief^atigable exer¬ 
tions during the whole operation ; and to 
Captain Currie and my personal Staff, 
my warmest thanks are dfie. « 

This dispatch will be delivered to your 
Lordship by Captain Hill, my First Aide- 
de-camp, to whom 1 beg to refer your 
Lordship for all farther particulars.—I 
have the honour to be, Ac. 

R. Hill, Lieut.-General. 
To General Viscount Wdiingtm. 

P.' S. Since writing the above report, a 
good many more prisoners have been 
made; and I doubt not but the whole 
will amount to 13 or 1,100.—Brigadier 
General Morillo has just returned from 
the pursuit of the dispersed, whom he fol¬ 
lowed for eight leagues. He reports, that 
besides those killed in the plain, upwards' 
of fiOO dead were found in the woods and' 
mountains.—General Girard escaped in 
the diiect'ion of Serena, with 2 or 300 
men. rao.stlv without arms, and is stated 
i>y his own aide-de-camp to be wounded. 

Return of Killed, Wounded j and Missing* 
of a Corps of tiie Army, under the 
command of General Viscouht Wel¬ 
lington, K. B. Commander of the 
Forces, under the immediate orders of 
Lieut.-Gen. U. Hill, engaged with the 
French near Arroyo del Molino, on 
the 28tli of October, 1611. • 

Total British loss.—7 rank and file, 5 
horses, killed, 1 Licut.-Colonel, 2 Majors, 
4 Captains, 4 Serjeants, 47 rank and file, 
11 horses, * wounded: 1 General Stjiff 

missing. ^ 

'l ota! Portuguese loss—6 rank and file 
wounded. / 

Names of Officers wounded and missing on the 
'28lh of Oct. IS] 1. * 

Wounded. * 

2d Hussars, King’.'i Gerthap Legioi»— 
Major Bussche and Captain Schulifise, 
slightly. 


2 d Bait, SQth Fo<tt^Ca|itaiQ 
son, severely. 

ist Batt. 923 Foot—Lieut.-Col, Caohi- 


ron, slightl}’^: Captain Donald M’Donaid* 
severely j Capfain John M'Pherson, se¬ 
verely, but not dangerously ; Brevet Ma¬ 
jor Dunbar, slightly. 


Afwszrig. 

2Jst Light Dragoons—Lieutenant Stre- 
nuwita, Aide-de-Carop to Lieut.-General 
Sir William Erskine, Bart. ■» 


Return of Ordnance pnd Stores, taken from 
the Enemy. 

1 French six-inch howitzer; 1 French 
eight-pounder gun^ i French four-pounder 
gun; 5 caissons, with gun and howitzer 
ammunition $ J caisson, with small arms 
ammunition; 1 Store-waggon. 


i 

Ameiiicwvn States. —Correspondence belwem 
Mr. Foster and Mr. Monroe, and also 
between Mr, Monroe and Mr. Serurui, 
laid before Congress in January, IS12, 

Mr. Foster to Mr, Monroe, Dec. 17, LSI (. 

Sir —I did not mean to have written to 
you at-this moment on the subject of our 
late correspondence, but that I have had 
the mortification to perceive statements, 
circulated from highly respectable, sources, 
which give a, view of the prelensious of 
Great Britain relative to the United States 
not warranted by any of the letlcr.> which 
I had the honjor to address to you, and 
which at a time when discussions are con¬ 
tinuing 80 important to the two countries, 
might, if left imrcctified, |:A'oduce an ef¬ 
fect highly to be lamented by both the 
American and British Governments, inas¬ 
much as by creating unneces.sary irrita¬ 
tion, tljey might throw ubstacles in the 
tvay of a restoiaiion of a friendly under¬ 
standing btjtweeo them,—I find it asserted 
in the statement referred tq^'HiatJj^liave, 
in the’name of my government, demanded 
that the United States government should 
pass a ]<aw for the introduction of British 
goods into the American ports, and also 
that the United States should undertake 
to force France to receive into her har¬ 
bours, British manufactures.—I beg per¬ 
mission, Sir, to ueclare that neither of 
these demjtnds have been made by me, 
and that my meaning mtist not have been 
understood, if such was conceived to have 
i)een its import. I could not have de¬ 
manded the passage of such 'a law as 
above stated, because my government does 
not pretend to inteifeie with the iiiicrnal 





Ctovernnjent of a friendiy power, nor dijl fetaliation on the French Decree* is di- 
rroeon to demand that America sfaoold rectly one between England and France, 
force France tn receive onr manufactures. In consequence of the estraordiiiary 
All I meant to say was, that the admis- blockade of England, we have in our de- 
*ion of Frenph commerce whili that of fence been obliged to blockade France, 
England has been excluded from the and prohibit all trade in French articlef 
United States ports, was regarded by in return fur the prohibition by France 
Great Britain as highly unfriendly in of all trade in English articles. Thismea- 
America, and that a continuation of such sure of retaliation, . it is wished, should 
policy would be retaliated upon by Great operate on France alone, but from the 
Britain with similar restricliorts on' her trade carried on with France by Ame- 
parf, which was so far merely an offering rica, it unavoidably operates also on her : 
of like for like. But while the Americanc it is a measure to destroy the French trade 
non-importation act excludes British trade in return for the similar measure of France 
.from the United Stales ports, it must be on which it is retaliatory, and its acting 
recollected that it goes still farther, and on neutrals is an incidental effect of it, 
excludes also British armed ships from ^consequent upon the submission of neu- 
American ports, while it adgiits those of trals to the original measures of the enemy 
the enemies of Great Britain. A nfutra! against Great Britain. It is indeed me- 
nation is responsible for the equality of its lancholy, that the ui&atural situation of 
rules of conduct towards the belligerent Europe should produce such a result, but 
powers (to use the‘words of an American I cannot see how this can be considered 
Secretary of State in the year 179Q,) and as a war on American commerce, when all 
■therefore the part of the law which esta- other American trade but that which is 
blishes an inequality was justly an object carried on with our enemy’s ports in de- 
of more serious complaint on the part of fiance of a blockade authorised by the 
Great Britain. You are aware, Sir, of the law of retaliation, is unaffected by it.— 
advantages which bis Majesty’s eneiuies We complain that America does not resist 
have derived from this state of inequality, the regulation of the Berlin and Milan 
which enables them, though possessing Decrees, an object to permitting the 
no port in this hemisphere, continually to French to trade with her during the con-, 
prey on the trade of his Majesty’s sub- tiiiuance against the commerce of Eng- 
jects, secure of a refuge fot their ciuizcrs jland, but this is not exacting as has been 
and prizes.—The prohibition of entry to represented, that America should force 
Lis Majesty’s ships under these circum- British manufactures into France: it is 
stances might perhaps ju5t,ify Great Bri- pursuing only a just course of retaliation 
tain in asserting that whatever reason she on our enemy. If America wishes to 
may have foi^ repealing or modifying her trade with France, if French commerce is 
Orders in Council, so as to lessen or en- of importance,to her, we expect she should 
tirely remove the pressure now unavoid- exact of France to trade with her as she 
ably laid on the trade of America as a has a right to demand in her quality of 
neutral nation, she might yet refuse to cn- neutral; but if she does choose to exercise 
ter into any discussion on that subject with this right, ail we ask is, that she should 
the United States, until cithejj^ by the re- abstain from lending her assistance to the 
vocation o£ the prohibition above stated, trade of France, and not allow her com¬ 
er lRe*^l'acitfg all the belligereuty under merce to be a medium of undermining the 
the same prohibition, America should resources of Great Britain.—I have thought 
cease to violate the duties of a neutral it necessary thus to endeavour to set these 
nation^—With respect, however, to the two points in their true light; the repeal 
supposed demand that America should of the law was asked, as beiitg^n unfriend- 
.force, the entry of British manufactures ly measure, partial in its operation against 
into France, it is most particularly neces- Great Britain, and a pru.spect of retaliation 
sdry that I should exfdain myself, .as a was held out on |ts commercial operation 
total misconception appears to have, taken if continued. * 
place apon tbisvpoitn. The'question of (To he continued.) 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS, 

Likerty of the Press. -Upon seeing 

this named, the reader will, of course, an- 
ticipale some fresh account of the work¬ 
ings of Informations Ex-Officio ; he. will 
anticipate a peep into some jail or other, 
to which the exercise of this liberty has | 
conveyed some unfortunate man. How 
agreeably will he be disappointed, thflen, 
when he finds, that, for once, the use of 
this liberty has paved the way to riches 

and honours !-The following letters 

were published in the Times news-paper 
a few days ago, as extracted from a news¬ 
paper, published at Bury St. Edmunds in 

Suffolk.-It appears, that a Mr. Benja- 

afield, who is now A MAGISTRATE in 
Suffolk, was once a part proprietor and 
sole edihiT of that famous news-paper, the 
MORNING POST ; that, during the last 
year, having previously quitted the trade 
of pai agraph-grinding, and being resident 
in Suffolk, he found it necessary to obtain 
from Lord Moira a letter .stating that lie, 
Benjafield, did not enjoy any annuity from 
the Prince of {■Pales. Why he .should ask 
for such a letter the reader will see by- 
and-by , but, he got the letter ; and, he 
appears to have shown it to the people in 
his neighbourhood, or, at least, the con¬ 
tents of Lord Moira’s letter became public. 

.- - The date ql' that letter ts not men¬ 
tioned ; but, on the Idth of January last. 
Lord Moira, finding that be had beer) de¬ 
ceived when he wrote the former letter, 
recalled that former letter, in a public man¬ 
ner, by addressing another letter to a Mr. 
J. Ord, a Clergyman, who, it seems, is 
Chairman of the Sessions at Burj^ St. Ed¬ 
munds, though it docs appear strange that 
a person phttrged with the cure cf souls 
should be able to devote .so much of his 
time to inaiters relating wholly to ^lis 
world. To this Mr. Ord, however, his 
Lordship addresses Alerter, in which he 
states, that, he has now found out, that Mr. 
Benjafield had, and still A«s,»AN ANNU¬ 
ITY FROM THE PRINCJi OF ^ALES, 

granted to him in consideration of his giv-* 
iug up his share in the Morning Post J ——■ 
Very well. So far so good j bat'»I)«n 


--[ a ‘)0 

comes another letter to Mr. Ord from a 
person of the name of Cocksedge, w'ho 
developes the whole history of the annuity 
in a very ample way. This is s>)fficient 
in the way of preface. 1 shall now insert 
the letters. The frst is from the Rev. 
Dr. Ord to the Editor of the Bury Paper^; 
the second from Lord Moira to Dr, Ord ; 
and the third frftm Mr. Cock.sedge to Dr. 
Ord. 

I|r. Ord to the Editor of the Bury 
Paper. • 

" As Mr. • Benjafield has been 
" pleased to publish a part of one of the 
" two letters which, under the directions 
" of my brother Magistrates, I read to 
“ them at our last Quarter Sessions, I con- 
“ ccive it to be incumbent upon me to re- 
" qoe.st you lo insert in your next paper 
“ the w'holeof both those letters; of which, 
" by the permission of Lord Moira and 
" Captain Cocksedge, and at Mr. Benja- 
" field’s express desire, I sent hina apthen- 
“ ticated copies. 

“ Foumham, Feb. 21. J. Ord.” 

Lord Moira to Dr. Ohd. 

• 

“ London, Jan. lb, 1812. 

“ A disagreeable circumstance lays me 
" under the necessity^ of soliciting per- 
•' mission to trespass upon you with this 
“ letter.—Some time ago Mr. Benjafield 
" (then perfectly unknown to me) applied 
" to me, to ascertain the point whether or 
“ not he received an annuity from the 
Prince»of Wales. He said he had been 
cljarged with havfng extc'iTed.an annuity 
“ from bis Royal Highness for the sup* 
" pression of attacks which he was about 
" to bring forward ; an imputation which 
“ he negatived with the most eaVnest pro- 
“ fessions, advancing in proof of hi.s denia[ 
" the assertion, that he never had’any an- 
" nuity from tlje Prince. I considered 
“ investigation of this matter u> be in- 
“ volveddn that engagement ol anomalous 
service.s, wdiich 1, w'itb others of the 
"Council of his Royal U'lfhiiess, bad 
" spontaneously enteied into, when, to 
P'revent the expence to the public of any 
" ettablishmeiitfor the Prince Regent dur- 
L 
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" ing the year of restrictions, we desired 
*' that we might officiate as his State 
" Household. I made due inquiry ac- 
“cordingly; but, as the trstisaction to 
" which this referred, was of a date earlier 
" than that at which I began to have any 
" knowledge of the Prince’s affairs, there 
" was nothing to lead me to any other 
'* question than, whether Mr. Benjafield 
*' had at any time received an allowance 
*' or annuity from the Prince ? The 'an- 
*' swewwas, that no record or trace of such 
allowance or annuity appeared. I was 
“ naturally satisfied with this statement, 

V because it was what I had expected, 
" both from Mr. Benjafield’s assertion to 

me, and from my having always sup- 
" posed WELTJE the purchaser of the 
“ shares in THE MORNING POST on a 
“ speculationtof his own. On this grouhd 1 
confidently furnished Mr. Benjafield 
"with my testimony‘against theaecusa- 
" tion under which be laboured. Subse* 
" quent informations have guided me to 
•' proof, that Mr. Benjafield has been re- 
" ceiving (and is still in the receipt of) an 
"annuity, which is essentially, though 
" not in absolute form, what he has been 
" charged with having obtained. He re- 
" ceives from Mr. Tattersall an annuity, 
*' which is paid to the latter the Com- 
“ missionertfor liquidating the Prince’s debts. 
" I have, therefore, written tof Mr. Benja- 
" field to say that 1 must have back a tes- 
" ttinoiiial, liy whicb I unwittingly voueh 
" I'ur what is in substance nftt true ; but 
" as he told me that his object was to cx- 
" hibit that testimonial to his BROTHER 
" MAGISTRATES, and as I have reason 
" to believe he has shewn it widely, it is 
" incumbent on me, by this explanation, 
" to prevent ray name’s contributing fur- 
" ther to a misunderstanding of llic ease.— 
" That Mr. Benjafield’s name was not oti 
" any schedule or list as a creditor of the* 
" Print e,^s hidisput^le. It is equsillv 
‘‘ certain that the Prince did not know of 
" any pecuniary transaction with Mr. Ben- 
“ jafield, ^ the business with WTiLTJE 
" having clearly been managed at the 
/'time by persons indiscreetly officious, 
" though at the Prince’s expence. From 
" these facts candour exatts the cons(ruc- 
" tion, that Mr. Benjafield has acted upon 
" the presumption that the persolis osten- 
" sibly bound to him were those with 
** whom the transaction really rested. 

V While I admit this, I cannot withhold 
** ISV censure upon the manner in which 
*S l nave become so itbpleasanily impli- 


" cated. I am entitled to say, that M 
" Benjafield’s want of caution in makir 
" those assertions which unavoidably It 
" to my error, without his having pr 
" viously satisfied himself on circuii 
" stances involving obvious doubt, ougl 
" to give him serious regret.—•! have it 
" honour, Sir, to be,—Your very obediei 
" and humble servant. Moira.” 

" Rev. Dr. Ord, 

" Chairman qf the Sessions, Bury. 

Mr. Cockseoge to Dr. Ord. 

i* * 

" Bury St. Edmur^s, 20th Jan. 181 
" Rev. Sir,—Having received informi 
" tion that Lord Moira has addressed 
“ letter to you, in,your official capacity ; 
" Chairman of the Sessions, for the pu 
" pose of recalling through a public chai 
" nel a letter from Mf. Benjafield, whit 
" he had obtained from his Lordship, 
“ order to rebut the assertion which 
" have made in the proceedings in 
“ Chancery suit, with respect to the ai 
" nuity which he enjoys being derivt 
“ from an High Personage, and with ll 
" privity of Mr. Benjafield.—I feel it bi 
" comes me to .stale to yourself and ll 
" Bench, that in consequence of Mr. Bei 
" jafield’s having obtained and shewn th 
" letter to this town and the iieighhou 
" hood, as exculpating him from tl 
"jcliarge, I held myself called upon moi 
" minutely to investigate and collect tl: 
" evidence upon which I considered tl 
" circumstance to rest.—I began the ei 
" quiry by resorting to the executors ( 
" the late Mr. 'rattcrsall, and their solic 
‘‘ lor (a channel, to wdiirh Mr, Benjafit- 
" did not direct his Lordship, and yet a[ 
" parently the most likely to decide tt 
“ fact, of the annuity being merely tl 
“ debt of Tattersall only, or of some oth< 
" and higher personage), and from them 
" I carried it to those who were itrim 
“ dialely concerned in the conduct of tl 
" transaction. .In the cour.se of lhi.s ii 
" quiry U resulted that in consequence i 
" the paragraphs in The Morning Poi 
" relative to a High Personage, and a ce. 
" (am untitled Lady, Mr. Benjafield, wl 
" had the sole conduct of the paper, Wi 
" threatened to he PROSECUTED; thi 
“ finding he was no? to be alarmed, it bi 
“ came necessary TO BUY HIM OUT 
" that he r.as accordingly BOUGH 
" OUT,; and that Mr. Benjafield knew 
" wq^ a tijans^ption with a High Pe 
" soi^ge ; and the terms having been coi 
" sidered as grossly exorUtmt, such Hig 
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*• Personace was particularly spoken to on 
“ the subject, but desited that they should be 
*• acceded w.—That Mr*. Benjaiield has 
" been late!}’’ iiegociating for the exchmse 
« of his annuity for A PLACE UNDER 
" GOVERNMENT, with the gentlemen 
" who, on the part of such High Personage, 
" gave a bond in the penalty of 10,000/. 
"to Taitersall, to indemnify him; that 
'* places had been offered to him, but not ac- 
" repted; this fact alone carries conviction 
" with was also ascertained from 

" one of the Executors of the lat# 
" Mr. Tattersall, and from his solicitor, 
" that upon being informed that, as exe- 
" cutors, they must deduct the property 
" tax, he said he should complain to a 
" higher /kjuxt.-—T he above is the general 
" result of the inquiry which I have insti- 
" tnted; I will not trouble you with a 
" farther detail at the moment, but I re- 
" serve to myself the adoption of such far- 
" ther publication of the affair, or of such 
" measures respecting it, as circumstances 
" may require—I remain. Rev. Sir, your 
“ most obedient and humble servant, 

" M. T. COCKSEDGE. 

" To the Rev. Dr. Ord, Chainnan of the 

" Genernl Quarter Session for the Division 
of bury St. Edmunds.** 

Upon these letters it is not necessary to 
make many observations. They speak .%o 
plain a language; they make so complete 
an exp(v<ure; they put this prostituted 
press in so. strong and so true a light: the 
threatened prosecution on one hand, and 
the pecuniary rew'ard on the other: it is 
all so plain, so aiUhentic,,so convincing, 
that nothing can be added to it, especially 
as we have here a flat declaratfon, that a 
negociation has been going on for paying 
off the annuity by giving the annuitant 
<1 place under government in lieu of it! 
Th is makes the thing quite complete. 
There is nothing wanting; and, we have 
only to bear in mind, lhi\t this Mohiing 
Tost news-paper is famed for ^hat is 
called loyalty: that it is this print, which 
has dealt fo&th its infamous abuse on Sir 
Francis Burdett, and, indeed, on every one 
whom it has had reason to regard as h(»- 
tile to the present system of rule. This 
is the print, which, ^about a year ago, 
accused Buonaparte and his ministers of 
being guilty of the horrid crime for which 
some wretches had just then stoorl in the 
pillory;, this is that priit^, which I yavo 
long marked out as an object of pybiic 
exectation; but, which, 1 must say, is 


very little worse than many^otfakf iti tbiii 

cbunlry.-^-Who Weltje is, we»are not 

told; but, he must, one would think by 
the name, be some German. Lord Moira 
appears to be familiar with his name. 
This aeems to have been the dealer with 
Benjafield. What a state must men have 
arrived at before they could even talk to 
one another upon the subject! How couM 
Weltje have opened the matter to Benja¬ 
field } What could Benjafield have said in 
answer ? What must be the state of things; 
what a pass must men have come to be¬ 
fore such a negociation could be opened at 
all! This fact alone ; or, rather, the fact* 
now come to li^ht through these letters, 
are quite suiTicient to characterize the 
press of this country ; and, by these facts 
foreigners will judge of it.-^The Morn¬ 

ing Post is merely a specimea of the far 
greater part of the rest oLthe press. Nor 
do I cohfiiie myselT to news-papers; no, 
nor to magazines and reviews and annual 
registers; the prostitution extends itself to 
all sorts of publications, which, in any way 
whatever, relate to politics or government, 
either in church or state. No matter what 
the subject; army, navy, church, law, 
history, biography, finance, agriculture; 
in all alike corruption tries its band ; and, 
my real belief is, that not one book out of 
ten, upon any of these subjects, comes 
forth from life press without having under¬ 
gone more or less of corrupt inBuence. 
The works of science are few,‘those'of 
genius fewer.* In short, a more despicable 
thing than the English press, generally 
speaking, is not to be foynd on the face 

of the earth.-As to the consent of the 

Prince to this bargain, it i.s to be looked 
upon as extorted by u reluctance to see a 
woma7i exposed; but what must that man 
be, who could deliberately set about the 
gaining o^f an income by such means / 

Hon, B. Walsh, ]Si. P. -“-This Hon. 
(ientleinan, who was, some weeks ago, 
CONVICTED OF Felony, at the Old Bailey, 
and, accordingly, confined in Newgate, 
was discharged on the 20lh of tebruary, 
in virtue of -a pardon, of which the^follow-* 
ing is a copy. 

« 

"ITENJAMIN WALSH—'FREE PARDON. 

" In the Name and oq the Behalf of his 

•' Majesty. 

" George P, R. 

" Whereas Benjamin Walsh was, at a 
" Session holden at the Old Bailey in ' 

« last, tried and cdhvicted of Felony, but 

1 <> 
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*'judgment was respited; We, in eonsi- 
deration of some circumstances humbly 
" represented unto Us, touching the said 
" conviction, are graciously^ pleased to 
•• extend Our grace and mercy unto him,' 
“ and to grant him Our Free Pardon for 
“ his said cr'ime: Our will and pleasure 
" therefore is, that you cause the said 
“ Benjamin Walsh to he forthwith dis- 
" charged out of custody ; and for so doing 
“ this shall be your Warrant, ' 

" Given at our Court at Carlton-House 
" the 20th day of February, JS12, in the 
" 52d year of our Reign. 

, ' " B}’the Command of his Royal 

" Highness the Prince Regent, 
" in the name and on ?he be- 
" half of liis Majesty. 

» R.‘RYI>ER.” 

" To our trsisty and well-beloved 
“ our Justice,of Gaol Delivery 
for the City of'Londou and • 

" County of Middlesex, the She- 
riffs of the said City and Coun- 
ty, and all others whom it may 
“ concern,” 

It is a curious circumstance, that the 
" NEW ERA” should set out, with 
the pardoning of a Member of the Ho¬ 
nourable House for the critm*. of fe¬ 
lony. 1 am not supposing that it was not 
a very proper act j it appears, indeed, 
tltat it was become unavoidable ; but, it is 
curious, that a Member of the Honourable 
Ho'iisc sh*uuld be the first to be pardoned 
for felony.———We, at present, think little 
of such a thii>g; but, the time will come, 
and is fast apfyoaching, when we shall 
grow more seriout; when we shall ex¬ 
amine such acts with more care; when 

we shall leani to discriminate.-Mu. 

Walsh is, it seems, to undergo a motion 
for expulsion from the I tnnoui able House ; 
but, really, aficr all the contriiion that he 
has sliovn, and, C'm^idei incr |khv li'val a* 
man he i^: ITanuot help hojuiig //hw he 
ti'ill he to remain. He is said to 

have, pun his hands btfoic his face when 
brougitt Uj the barat rtieOld Baiicy. This 
showed that he liad a seivi'j of shame ! 
^bout bpn, and that he was nor. a hardened 
villain, ready to justify hi.s crime because 
the frequency of it was a.^notorious an the 

Sun at noon day-However, as w e .shall 

very soon know th» result of the motion 
against him, it is usele.ss to indulge in 
speculations upon the subject. 

Foreicx Tno»P.s. - The Times news¬ 

paper of the 2nd insttfnt contained the 
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following little paragraph: — " By an 
" order of the Commanding Officer, the 
"forearms who lately joined the 
" Hussars, at Brighton, have been dU- 
" missed .-'—•-These are the men, respect¬ 
ing whom, as the reader.will recollect. 
Lord Folkestone made inquiry, in the 
House of Commons, on the 2.5th of Fe¬ 
bruary. His Lordship was told by the 
Secretary at War, that the men who had 
been taken out of the Prisons to be put 
into the lOlh (or Prince of Wales’s own) 
|legiment of Light Dragoons, were Ger¬ 
mans, which, as 1 before observed, was a 
reason the more against employing them. 
But, be this as it may, here they are dis¬ 
missed, if this new^-paper is to be believed. 
They Joined, it appears, sometime ago; 
and, now, since the inquiry of Lord Folke¬ 
stone, they are, we *are told, dismissed. 
But what are we to understand from this? 
That they are let loose in England: or, that 
they are sent back to their prison; or, 
that they are put into sopie other corps, 
perhaps a foreign corps? Besides, they 
are said to have been dismissed by " order 
of the Commanding Officer." Is the 
Prince meant here, he being the Colonel 
of the regiment If so, it appears 
strange, that the men should have been 
enlisted into bis regiment without hi.s 
knowledge.-Ail this is matter for in¬ 

quiry ; and further it should be known 
what bounty we pay to these men; be¬ 
cause, if they have got the bounty, their 
dismission is a singular sort of measure. 
——On the 2nd instant there came out, 
in the House of Commons, another curious 
circumstance as to the employment ol 

foreigners.-" Loim Folkestone gave 

'• notice, 1 ‘hat he would ,^>11 Tuesday, move 
“ for certain Papers relative to the num- 
“ ber of foreigners employed in his Ma- 
" jesty’s army service. He also said, that 
" he had been informed Commssioners Itad 
" been namd to superintend the management 
“ of Ms Majesty's private property, and that 
“ one of jhein was a foreigner. He thought, 

" if this were true, it was somewhat extra- 
" ordinary. He begged the eight hon. 

“ gent, would inform him if the case was 
" * 0 , and what were the names of the 
" Commissioners. —^The Chancellor of 
" THE Exchequer 'Answered, that Coni- 
“ missioners had been appointed for the 
" purposes mentioned by the Noble Lord: 

“ that «jne of them was a foreigner ; and 
thjt these Commissionerg were Mr. 

" Siltieoig onaof the Masters in Chancery, 

*' Ctmnt .Munster, and Colonel Taylor.’' 
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—— Thisr Count Munster is a Hano- of Settlement; nor is thfcre any apt to flu- 
vcrjan. I do not know of what coun- thorize the employing of foreign oflicers 
try Colonel TPaylor is; but I know that except solely as twicers of those J'ore^n corps; 
Count Munster is a Hanoverian. Well, there is no act, there is no law, to give the 
now, what says the Act of Settle- government power to set foreigners in 
nient upon this subject? Why, it .says, command over our native troops at home, 
that, it any person of the House of or to set them to command any garrison 
Brunswick should mount the throne in or district, except those of the 60th regi- 
Engiaiid ; it says, that, after such an event ment, and they are only to have such 

shall take place, " no person born out of commands in America-1 cannot con- 

“ the kingdoms of England, Scotland, or elude this article, without onco more 
" Ireland, or the domisions thereunto h§- calling the attention of the reader to the 
“ longing (although he be naturalized or nature of our eonrlection with these Hano- 

“ made a denizen, except such as are born verian Oflicers.-Formerly, they vterp 

“ of English parents) shall be capable to the subjects of rheir Elector, who was oiir 
“ be ot the Privy Coun<;il, or a member of King. But, how do they .stand now? I 
either House of Parliament, or to enjljy shall be told, perhaps, that they are still 
“ any ofiBce or place of trust, either civil his loyal subjects, though their country is 
“ or military, or to have any grant of lands, in' i he hands of the c nemjt. They are 
"tenements or hereditaments from the not, however, his subjecjts here: as King 
“ Crown, to himself or to any oiliers in of this tfoiintry he dannol claim their alle- 

" trust for him.”->iow, you soe, reader, giance ; they are no fellow subjects of 

that this act, tvhicli contains the conduUms ours ; they cannot become .so without an 
upon which the present family were raised act of parliament to naturalize them ; and 
to the throne of tiiesc kingdoms, po.si- even then, they would not be capable of 
lively forbid.s, that any one born a fo- enjoying places of trust, ^;iiher civil or 
reigner, shall enjoy any rj/Z/ce, nr place of military.——Well, now, suppose that Ha¬ 
ir ast; and, is it not a place ol great tru.st nover should be ceded to Jerome Buona- 
to be a Commissioner to superintend the parte at a peace. What w'ill then be the 
management of the King’s private pro- situation of these men ? Where will they 

perty ?-This, however, i.s a trifle, lu rften owe allegiance r Certainlytotheso- 

niy eyes, to ilie employing of foreigners^as vereign of fhe country, who will, in that 
Officers in English regmenis, or on the Staff’, case, be a sovereign not merely by con- 
either ir» this country, or abroad. When- (juest but by law, treaties always bdSng 
ever ibis is done, the person employed is laws. This* would be a curious state 
put in a place of trust, and a direct and wherein for men to be placed; and, I do 
clear violation of the law is committed ; not see, bow they could retained in our 
that very thing is done, \Yliich it was the service for an hour aficr (he conclusion 
oiiject of our foreflithers to prevent lieing of such a treaty. 1 sunjjose, that some of 
done. The laiv,was, too, fc*s|fecially )e- these officers are men of property, or, at 
veiled against Hanoverians and Brun.s- least, aie lieiis to somctiiing. They must, 
wickers, because it was foreseen, that the of course, naturally look towards llanover 
favour of the Crown would naUiraily lean now and then ; and besides, men never do 

towards them.-The. motion of which ►wholly give up all Ijopc of r(;turning home. 

Lord Folkestone has now given notice ap- Th«se arc things always To dse kept in 
pears to have in view to. ascertain what view in the discussions relalitig to these 
number of/omg«crs there arc in qur native foreigners ; discu.ssions ol far greater im- 
regfi/iertts, which is a piece of information porlancc than liiose rvhuiug lo tin; choosing 
very mush, wanted. This is the great of miniEters, which have wasted so many 
point; for, however low the rank of nio.st hours and such a quantity of Incaili. • 
of them may be, they may, when once ad¬ 
mitted into the armv> be promoted.-- OwEiis in CiSuncii,. -On liie .‘»rd in- 

The general question, whether'foreigners slant Mr. Brocjsham made a motion, in 
ought to be employed in our army at all the Houk* of CommMis, for a Committee * 
difers from this now before ai.s; for, liere relative to the effects of ' he Orders in 
we say, that the faw is violated.* As far Council. His motion was o|)po.sed by the 
as relates to the foreign ,Corps therg are* Minister, and was, of cour.se, negatived, 
late acts of parliament, which, pe^aps. The votes for were 14f, against 216. So 
may fully sanction what is done ; but, that the little keeps up his may 

there is not yet any act to repeal the Act jority to about its old standard, though it 
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appears, that be has been left by Lord 
Wellesley and by Canning and iheir little 
Itnot of friends.*^'—As to tb^ dcbatt upon 
the Orders in Counci], itnei^er^^id nor 
could contain any thing new. There was 
nothing new to say upon it. The subject 
jhadheen worn threadbare by the diplo¬ 
matic correspondi-nce. My 3 first written 
Letters to the Regent, which only re¬ 
peated what had been said ten timesi be¬ 
fore, have had time to find their way to 
America, to be republished there thiough 
the whole country, and to come back to 
England in the American news-papers. 
'So that, really, the speech of Mr. Broug¬ 
ham (as far as it related tO Aoieric#) con 
tained nothing either new or of the small¬ 
est utility. And, as to the cotisi-quences 
to ourselves^ there was nothing brought to 
; there was nothing new ; ihere was 
nothing to shew us o remedi/; ijhe^e was 
no'hing to lead us to suppose, that the 
OUT party would not keep up the system 
if {h« y tbern-elves were in powi-r ; and. 
in short, the whole debate, i hough it ap¬ 
pears to have taken up many hours, was 
of a description to excite no interest at all 
in the public. 

Droits of Admirai ty. -The debate 

upon this subject, also brought on by Mr. 
Biougliam, was of a diHerejEt chiiracter. 
Here adevelopementlook place; lu re the 
public saw hc-w their money was disposed 
of; here they saw one of th? causes wliv 

some men are in favour of wars.-The 

use of outlandish or obsolete words is one of 
the means of keeping the people of any 
country in the dark. Hence the solemiii- 
iiing ol the mass in the Latin tongue, and 
the writing of prescriptiotis in (ire'ek. 
Buonaparte has put an end to all this 
monkery in France, by making an under¬ 
standing of the dead languagei, unrtecesi 
sary to tly. Unking of - degrees in the fJni- 
versitus.ior \vhich, at any rale, he m'n its 
the praise of the whole world; because, 
it is im]Sossible, that his example should 
not, in a-few years, extend its infltience. 

What has led me into these re¬ 
marks, ^is, the quaint phrase at the head 
of this article : “ Droits^ qf Admiralty 
words that the people do not understand; 
and the use of which, thereforej like the 
words « imprest" and « tellmhip" and 
••clerk qf the pipe" and the like, is as 
steadily adhered to as the old French 
words, in which the royal assent is given 
5 ^ acts of parliainent.>*—The word Droit 
Ibjcans tights or in ^ome esses, and in 


some cases it means du(y, or tax. In the 
present instance, it means stizurc, or, 
rather, the things seized and 'Droits qf Ad¬ 
miralty mean seizures by the Admiralty.—— 
These are of several descriptions; but, 
that which is alone worthy of notice at 
present, is, the seizure of the vessels and 
. goods of nations before war is declared against 
them. The things laid hold of in this way 
are called droits of the Admiralty, and they 
are at the king's disposal, according to the 
resent usage; tl^uugh it is difiicult in- 
eed to reconcile such a disposal to any 

principle of reason or of law.-These 

droits, or seizures, are of immense amount; 
and hew they have, in part, at least, been 
disposed of, the reader will see from the 
speech of Mr. Biuugham, which I insert 
below, and which contains some very in¬ 
teresting facts. These are matters in wliich 
we arc deeply interested. As to who is in 
the ministry and who out of it, that is of 
litile consequence, so long as these things 
exwl; and, we find, that uiey have existed 
under every nnni.siry, since Pitt was 

pbic ed at the head of aflars.-It is not, 

liowever, so much the amoiwit of the 
money, as the manner of getting it and the 
manner ol disposing of it. Seizures made 
hejorc a declaration qf' war loim the far 
greater source of these sums of money ; so 
Hiat, whenever we go to war there is one 
slire way of getting a good lot of money 
into tlie disposal of the Crown ; and, as 
this way may be resorted to at Che outset 
of every new war, the more new w'ars 
there are, the more money there will be at 
the absolute dispo.sal of the inin'isters of the 
Crown.——This fund was greatly swelled 
by the seicure of French ships and cargoes 
at, the breaking out of the present war, 
but bejore the war was declared. What was 
tlic consequence of thatWhy, the deten¬ 
tion of the English sulyects in Irance, by way 
of rctaliayon. So that tliese Droits of 
Admiralty have not been clear gams to us, 
lake us all together. Some people have 
smarted' for them ; and, indeed, they have 
to smart yet a good deal.——The account 
which Mr. Brougham gives'oT the Rev. 
]V|r. Daniels, who, it seems, got a good 
thumping sum out of this fund, is very 
well worthy of ibeTeader's particular no¬ 
tice. This is the man who has written a 
book about^Rura/ Sports, and, I believe, 
he bas^.also published several sermons, in 
some of which, I am told, he dwells with 
gre&t stresj qpon the absolute necessity of 
an hstablished Clergy, in order to insure 
proper bsachers of tite truths of Cbrtf- 





tianity.—The sum paid to Sib Home 
PoFHAM is, too, an object deserving as 
, mach attention as that paid to llural-sport 
Daniels. Indeed, the whole history is 
curious, and ought to be kept constantly 
in mind by the people; for, it is quite im¬ 
possible that a time should not come, when 
it will be found useful to have all these 
things clearly recorded. Nations suffer 
greatly from their/orgetfa/ncjs. One fact 
seems to rub out the recollection of ano¬ 
ther ; and the last only^exists full and un¬ 
impaired in the memory. Every maiT, 
who wishes well to his country, should do 
all within his power to keep all the inte¬ 
resting facts alive; and, if any one would 
make a collection of fhem, in a small 
book, that he might call the People’s Pocket 
Companion, his time would be very use¬ 
fully, and, even to himself, not unpro- 
fitably employed. The people forget; 
and they ought not to forget; because, 
tipoR their recollection will depend very 
much indeed.——-I shall return to the sub¬ 
ject another time ; at present I shall dis¬ 
miss it with begging the reader to attend 
to the speech of Mr. Brougham, which, 
together with that of Mr. Perceval, I have 
inserted below. 

Sicily. -The drama seems to be 

drawing to a close in this island. The 
King is said to have retired on account Af 
ill-health and the Queen to keep him com¬ 
pany. His son has been created Vicar 
General of the kingdom, and all the troops 
have been put under the command of the 

English General! -Let us hear what our 

venal writers say about thfs event. They 
have been, for a long while, preparing the 
public for it; and yet, when the news 
came they seem to have been very shy of 
announcing it. The Times {\.h% most venal 
paper of all) speaks thus of the matter, on 

the 25ih of February.-“ Dispatches 

*' were yesterday received frnro*Lord Wil- 
liam Bentinck, at Sicily, Mr. Douglas. 

** The intelligence thus brought, So far as 
•* it has escaped into notice, is important 
" enough ;* out so confused that we pan 
" hardly as yet undertake to explain its 
“nature or probable effects. There % 
*' said to have been something like a revoki~ 
tion, in which the King has retired from 
“ his throne, appointing the^ Hereditary 
“ Prince, with the title of Vicar-General, 
“ to reign in his stead. The exiled Caroms 
“ have been recalled, and tHe British Officers 
“ ore to take the command of the Sidilian 
“ troops, and the chief of them to have a 


“ seat in the l^Uian CabsHet, An 
" TIONABLE TAX, too, is laid^to have 
“ BEEN WITHDRAWN. This last par- 
“ ticular is a strong proof that the change 
is at least IN CONFORMI IY TO THE 
“ WISHES OF THE PEOPLE. Another 
“ important circumstance which we have 
“ heard is, that the King and Slueen are at 
“ variance, and that the former (before his 
“ abdication we suppose, if such an act 
“ has really taken place), issued a procla- 
“ mnlion, forbidding all Sicilians frotn hold- 
“ ing any correspondence with her Majesty, 
“ on pain of death. We only report 
“ these things as we have heard them re* 
" ported, and wait with patience for an ac- 
“ curate account of all the events, as well 
“ as the principles by which they have 

“ been guided.”-This was by way of 

breaking the ice, as it is called. * Nut a word 
of disajjprobation is bpre ekpressed ; an air 
of impartiality is assumed ; the wriierwai/# 
with patience for informationBut, our 
people TOOK OFF A TAX, did they i 
Indeed! And so one of the effects of this 
revolution was to take off a tax! I wonder 
what this tax was ? 1 wonder what it was 

that an English Chief thought “ olyecttan- 
“ able ?” It is, however, good news to 
hear that there is one of the taxes in the 
world taken offP; and, as the effects of it 
seem, in this.case, to have been so happy, 
why may we not hope to hear of an ex¬ 
tension of the measure.—■—This fact, we 
are told, proyes, that the revolution was 
agreeable to the wishes of the people. So that, 
it is, then, taken for granted, that the 
taking off'of a tax is a nievsurepleasipg to 
ihe people ! This writer’s eager venality 
makes him overstep the bounds of pru¬ 
dence. If he had taken time to reflect, he 
surely would not have represented an 
English army employed in an expedition 
to lower tie taxes in Sicily; he surely would 
not, in jus'tificationsof a re volut ion, have 
placed at the head of his reasons, the exis¬ 
tence of an objectionable tax!.•••1 was 

proceeding here to lay the French re¬ 
marks, and the Act qf Abdication before 
my readers, when the Morning Chronicle 
arrived with the report of Sir Fba.ncis* 
Burdett’s Speet^h upon the motion for the 
expulsion of the Honourable Benjamin 
Walsh.—I—I must, therefore, quit the 
king and queen of Sicily, for the present, 
and go to a subject of much more impor¬ 
tance to us. 

The Honoubarle B. Walsh, M. P., v; 
_On the 5th instant, Mr. Banhs made 
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a motion for the «xpnUiQn of this tncm^r 
of the Honourable Houael which motion 
was finally carried, ICl ibr it and 16 
against it; majority 85.—-Mr. Banks 
opened the debate. He was opposed by 
Sir Arthur PtccoTT, who was answered 
by Mb. Braggb, who was followed against 
the motion by Mr. Hume. Sir Francis 
Burdett then rose, and, according to the 
report in the Morning Chronicle, mpde a 
speech, which, though, perhaps, a mere 
sketch*of it is given here, merits, even 

in this shape, the greatest attention- 

I shall at once insert it, reserving my 

i^marks till atierwards :-“ Sir Francis 

“ Burdett said, that he was very far 
'* from being a stickler for what were 
“ called the privileges of Parli»ment, but 
certainly if there was a privilege, -or 
“ a power, in any body or assembly, less 
“ disputable thaii anoUicr, he conceived it 
“ to be that of declaring any one of the 
“ individuals of which they were com- 
" posed unfit and unworthy of associating 
" amongst them ; it was at all events a 
“ power, which, when compared with the 
“ other extraoTdinary privileges assumed 
by Parliament, appeared to him to be, 
" of all others, the least liable to abuse, 
because if any Member was expelled 
from any motives of party sseal, or per- 
“ sonal persecution, a remedy would be 
" open to him in an appeal to his consii. 
" tpents, .who, if they thought differently 
“ of his conduct, could unqueptionably re- 
" store him to his seat. This must be the 
" case if elections were what the Constitu- 
*' tion meant they should be, fair and open, 
" and general throughout the country ; 

if the people who paid the taxes really 
“ sent to that House the persons wdiom 
" the Constitution entrusted w'ilh the pro- 
" vince of levying them, why then there 
“could be no difliculty, bccavtie there^ 
“ could be Jxitle fear'of the. people not' 
“ confirming the seittence of expulsion 
“ passed on any gross defaulter, by refus- 
“ ing tb re-elect so unworthy a rtpresen- 
“ tative; but since the anomaly of private 
“ boroughs, since the introduction of per- 
sons into that House, who came in pro- 
“ fessedly to vote at the ^beck of the bo- 
“ rough proprietor, a great difficulty arose 
“ —if one of those persons was expelled, 
“ might he not be sent back to the House 
" upon the same, or some other borough 
“ interest; or if he had purcha.<ted a seat 
“ in that House and was expelled, could 
he not, if he bad tbe*moDey, purchase 
knotfaer i was, that if a person 
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“ so circumstanced thought proper to 
“ maintain himself, there would be no 
“remedy. The Honourable Gentleman 
“ witb whom the present question had ori- 
“ ginated had talked of that House as a 
" high Court, and yet be gave rather a 
“ singular description of this Court, which 
“ had no rules, no regulations of its own, 

" no principles, nothing but the then will 
“ and pleasure of the fluctuating body, of 
“ which that House might be at any time 
“ composed. Such was, in bis mind, a 
“ most extraordinary Court of Justice ! 

“ But as to the right of that Assembly to 
“ expel one of its own Members, he 
“ thought there could be little doubt of 
“ the right of every body to try to purify 
“ itself—he understood, that in lK(i[) the 
“ Members of the $lock Exchange bad 
“ expelled Mr. Walsh for what they term- 
“ ed to lie gross and m;fariou.s conduct; 

“ wow, ctrlainly, if the feelings of the 
“ Gentlemen upon Change were so sore at 
“ the idea of associating with Mr. Walsh, 

“ be did not see why tiiat House, even con~ 

“ slituied us it thenvjas (a luu^h), should 
“ not be allowed the privilege ol'.removing 
“ from themselves, in a similar way, an 
“ annoyance of the same kind. 'I'here 
“ was no doubt, he believed, that Mr. 

“ Walsh had purchased the seat he then 
“held in that House. It appeared, in the 
“ Inve.stigation ol’ his books and accounts 
“ before the Commissioners of Bankruptcy, 

“ that there was an item of b.OOOl.' diargcd 
“ on the assets of Mr. Walsh, on account of 
“ his seal in ihut Mouse, and such odd and 
“ whimsical confusion did it produce 
" amongst the Commissioners, that after 
“ ineflectoel effbtts to meet the difficulty, 

“ they were obliged to resort to delay to 
“ evade it, and soon after AJr. Walsh’s 
“ debts were paid, the bankruptcy super- 
“ ceded, and the mutter heard no more 
“ With respect to the proceedings had 
“ against Mr. Walsh, they appeared to 
“ bun to be of a nature the most incon> 

“ sistent,*incongruous, and absurd. There 
“ had been a trial and no trial, an offence 
“ and no offence, a pardon and no pardon. * 
“ Mr. Wafsh had been indicted for felony, 
“ tried and convicted, but the verdict was a 
“ false one. How came this ? It was found 
“ subject to the opinion of the Judges 
" hereafter—a mode of finding, of which, 
“ by the bye, the fewer instances that 
occur'the better; but what sort of faw 
“ mif^ thdt ?*in what state must those 
“ lav^s be, of which the great law ex- 
“pounders themselves are ignorant? If 
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■' the Jodgee themselves do not know the ** in«jt thought proper. He wai now in 
" lew, i« not that law a mere stiare for " the Brazils, where they could as Iwily 
" men, instead of being what it ought to " apprehend him; and yet this defaulter, 
be, a safeguard ? Tliis was a topic, »* he understood, was at that moment in 
" which, in his mind, called for the most *' the actual receipt of two pensions from 
" serious consideration. With respect to " this country, to the amount of l,OOfW. a 
" the pardon—he doubted if it could be *' year—one of them granted him in the 
" properly so called>-he had understood “ year 1802, and the other in the year 
•• that a free pardon must pass under the " 1804-. - Another instance was that of 
" Great Seal—he was sore that at least, in "MR. MILLS, who, for the purpose of 
" the present instance, there should have "cheating his creditors, bought a seat in 
" been more publicity.—Mr. Walsh should " that House. He was at the time dpri* 

" have pleaded his pardon in open Court;' " soner for debt to ap immense amount in 
" the reasons for granting the pardon “ the King’s Bench : his creditors peti* 
"should have been stated at large, and " tinned the House and besought them not • 
“the Judges would be then bound by "to interpose their privilege in behalf of 
" their oaths to say, w hether the reason^ " a swindling trick to defraud them. Th^ 

" were, according to law, fit, just, and ade- "petition, was, however, of no avail: 

" quate. As to the intention of Mr, " Mills was enlarged, and took the oppOr> 

" Walsh, his letter left no room for doubt, " tunity his privilege of Parlfament af- 
" though he (Sir F.) knew not how that " forded him, of escaping lo America — 

" letit-r got into public circulation, or by " Tliere? was another case of greater public 
"wiiat management at the Post Office it "enormity than either, because much 
" was, in the first instance, secured ; how- " more pregnant with mischievous conse- 
" ever, he thought there had been full " quences, and that was the case of MR. 

" enough made out to convict Mr. Walsh "PITT ailvancing 40,(i()0i. of the public 
" of an abnminable fraud; and as guilty "money to Messrs. Boyd and Benjkld, 

" of such fraud, he should certainly vote " two of the host of voters at his beck 
" for his expulsion from that House. Be- " —the greatness of the individual in 
" fore he sat clown, he wished to mention " that Hou.se nnght have then protected 
" one or two cases, which, in his mind, j “ him—he might have been saved, per- 
" the House ought to have prosecuted wdth. | “ baps, by a ip'lioi ity of such votes as he 
" as much, if not more rigour, than the " influenced in this way : they had heard 
" present.—These cases were not drawn " of late enough to shew that such influ- 
" from refnote, bnt recent limes; for, as " ence did exist; for what else could be 
" for precedents of the proceedings of that " meant by tJrawing the distinction be- 
" House, there was scarcely any thing “ tween what ought, and what was not to 
" for which there might not be found a “ be considered as a Cabisiel mea.sure : 

" precedent in the heated aild violent times " —but of tills tran.saction of Mr. Pitt, he 
" that had passed at difi’erem intervals. “ had always enieriained the same opi- 
" The first instance he sliould mention " uion, and thought it a gro8.s abuse of his 
" was that of Mil. STLELE :—iii.s fraud, “ public duty under the .shameless pre- 

" in a public point of view, was of infi- " lence of supporting the public credit— 

" nitely greater moment than the private “ (JharJ^ar.frojntltc Ministerialbenchen !) 

" transaction in the present instance; and If it was for the supjiort of publ ic credit, 

" vet there had been no notice taken of it. " he could only say that it did not tend 

" it appeared upon the report of the hi- “ to support the credit of that House with 

“nance Committee, during the Atlminis- “ the putilic— (dlau^h, and hear, hear!) 

" tration of the Honourable Gentleman, " If the Honourable Gentleman .opposite 
" who had ’preceded the pre.sent Trea- " (Mr. Hume), who haiipreceded him in 
" surer of the T^avy, it appeared there " the debate, thought that Housui to be ’ 
" that he was in debt to the public to tfie " made of a collection of—he knew not 
"amount of 19,()00f.» It might be said "how to name ttiem—if there were any 
" that he had paid this money back : this “ or many such persons in that House, or 
" was no alleviation whatever^ and the in- " in the country, that Would be with him 
" terest was at all events lost to the public. " a tentdld reason why the evil should be 
" The next case he mentioned was*that of i >" stopped before it proceeded to such ex- 
" Mr. HUNT. This pevshn^had beeft let " cess, unless they should go on the prin- 
" go to Portugal, where be could have " ciple, that wheir roguery was so general, 
been easily apprehended, if the Govern- " it was more prudent to pai* it over. This 



m] 

M reminded him of that part of the dia* 
« ioghe between Lady Macduff and the 
« child—her son asks, *' *r»d must they 
^ ail be banged that swear and lie 
•* Lady Macduff replies in the affirma* 
tive. “Who must hang them,” de- 
*'Diands the child. “Why, the honest 
" men.” Upon which the child observes, 
“ “ then the liars and swearers are fools, 
“ for there are liars and swearers Aiough 
“ to beat the honest, and hang up them.” 
“— '(Alattf>h!) He concluded with re- 
“ peating his opinion, that the House in 
“ the present instance had a right to expel 
» “ Mr. Walsh, and expressed his intention 
“of voting in support of the motion,” 
As to Walsh, it signifies little what be¬ 
comes of him. He is now dlone with ; 
but, there were some points in the Speech 
of Sir Fraitcis, in which 1 most offer an 
observation or two.-;—As to the RIGHT 
HON. THOMAS STEELE, Sir Trancis 
might have stated, that he is, to this hour, 
in thoenjoyment of a sinecure office, worth 
1,633 a year. His office is that of 
King’s Remembrancer in the Court of Exche¬ 
quer ; and, be it observed, that he is also a 

Vrivy Couusellor, Be this ob.served.- 

Mr. Wynne answered to this, that Mr. 
Steele was not a member of that House. 
When ? At what lime does Mr. Wynne 
mean ? Not now, indeed ; bpt, he was a 
member at the time when the matter was de¬ 
tected. Nay, he was a member in the 
slwrt, or Whig, parliament ; and, it is 
very well known, that the transaction 
was made known by Lord Temple long 
before that parliament was dissolved. 
Steele was not elected in the present 
f^rliament, I know ; but he w^s in 
parliament when the thing was made 
known, and for many months afterwards; 
for a longer time afterwards than has 
elapsed since the Honourable p. Walsh 
was catet^ at Fiflmoulh.-.^-.—Besides'; 
as I said* before, Mr. iSteele is still a 
Privy ^^ounsellor, which is, surely, a post 
of as high honour as that of a ^member 
of parliament.-As to the HONOUR¬ 

ABLE JOSEPH HUNT, Mr. Perceval 
•is repotted to have said, “ that his name 
" had merely been allowed to remain 
“ in the estimates, frodi the difficulty 
" of procuring an order in County! for the 
“ alteration; but that a note had been en- 
“ tered on this year's estimate, stating that 
“ no part of the money was to be applied 

“toother than public purposes." -What 

does this mean } Wha^is meant by public 
purposes? Why is any sum put down 


im 

against bis name at ail ? The meaning 
must be this: that his pensions are to be 
stopped and applied to the paying off ol 
the debt which he owes the public; and 
so, as far as it goes, the proor public will be 
paid off in their own money ! This pots one 
in mind of a statement of General De 
Lancey, who, amongst bis effects to meet a 
demand of the public, inserted the value cf 
a pemim, that had been granted him, and 
tliat, of course, was payable out of the 
money of that same public.——Mr. Banks 
•said, “ with respect to BOYD AND BEN- 
" FIELD, he was astonished how any {)er- 
" son could conceive that their case bore 

“ any analogy to the present.”-1 do 

pot understand Sir Francis if he meant to 
say, that the case of the Honourable Mr. 
BOYD &. CO. bore^an analogy to that of 
the Honourable Mr. Walsh. I understand 
him to mean, that the case of the Right 
Honourable Mr. PI'IT bore such analogy ; 
and, I was, 1 must cojifess, all a-gape 
to hear what would be said in answer to 
this [lart of Sir Francis’s speech; I was 
eager to hear what argument would be used 
to shew, that Walsh’s pardon sltould not be 
as complete a white-washer as Pitt's billeff 
indemnity ; I was all a-lip-toe to hear how, 
in a moral point of view, tlie conduct of 
the one would be distinguished from that 
of the other. How great, therefore, was 
tny disappointment, when I saw that no 
one spoke upon the subject except Mr. 
Banks, and that he contented himself with 
expressing his astonishment how any one 
could find an analogy in the cases.— 
However, we may be assured, that a time 
will come, when all these matters will be 
fully discxissed; and, therefore, we have 
only to thank Sir Francis, at present, for 
having called them toour recollection.—— 
7’he fact, mentioned by him, of the SEAT 
of the Honourable Walsh being entered in 
I his books amongst his ASSETS (or means 
I qf paying Kis debts), and in that way laid 
belure the Commissioners of Bankrupts, is 
too curious to let pass unnoticed. 1 had 
heard of this before, and understood that 
the disclosure was owing to iVla. Bish,* 
who is so abused by the Honourable 
Walsh in his letters that have been pub¬ 
lished. This is a aery curious fact; and 
the world will easily judge from it what 
the state of things must be as connected 
with elections to the House of Commons. 
rNobod;^'attempted to deny this fact. Jn- 
deeds nobody sfieuied to take any notice 
of it.* It did hot appear to excite any sur- 
-These discussions have, howevea. 
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9 Q a-dmir^ble eSect. awaken atten¬ 
tion to matters connected with the main 
point, namely, parliameruaty reform; they 
afford matter for silencing the corrupt 
eermin through the country, who affect to 
«ee no necessity for that measure; they 
furnish matter to fling into the bawling 
throats of the Anti-jacobins; and, what is 
quite AS useful, they exhibit to the public 
view the Anti-jacobins iheinselves. All 
the gentry, who were brought forward 
upon this occasion : Walsh, Steele, Hunt, 
Mills, Pitt, Boyd, Benfield, all, all were,* 
in their day, famed for theii Anti-jueo- 
binism; all were the enemies of reform. 
The'conclusion is obvious ; and this way 
of reasoning is, in the long run, the mos| 
powerful. 

W«. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, 

Fridaj/, OtU March, J 812. 


DROITS OF ADMIRALIT. 

Mr. lirotigham's and Mr Perceval’s Speeches 
on the Ztth qf Feb- 1812. 

Mr. BnoycHAM, in pursuance of a pre¬ 
vious notice, rose to move fora Committee 
to inquire into the Disbursements from the 
Droits of Admiraliy. He observed, that 
when he formerly .submitted a similar pro¬ 
posal to the House, ii was resisted on va-. 
rious grouii(i.s, but principaliy it was urged 
that lie bad not chobeii a convenient time 
for the adaption of his Resolution, pending 
a certain contract which was said to have 
been entered imo with the Crown, at the 
coinrnenceriient of the present reign, for 
the esiabiishnient of the Civil List. Such 
an objection could nut now be ueged, and 
ifoui' the general ri^sult of the debate, the 
country bad certainly every reason to 
hope that an inquiry of a must important 
nature should now be commenced, prepa¬ 
ratory to a new and general settlement of 
the Civil List Revenue. He effd not be¬ 
lieve that on the previous debate one Ho¬ 
nourable Gentleman had denied the right 
of the House to examine into the applica¬ 
tion, as wdl* as into the amount of this 
fund, and the Chanceljpr of the Exche¬ 
quer had told the House, that fully coif- 
scious of the due eni^vloyment of these 
monies, and that not the slightest abuse of 
them could, by the must strict investiga¬ 
tion, be, discovered, be shotild, at the 
proper time, have courted the most tninute 
inquiry upon the subject. As that proper 
time was now arrived, in ofder to give 
fhe Right Honourable Gentleman an op- 
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portunity of acting up to Jb» profitoifoiwi, 
that he might shew the burdened fittfoa 
that they were not the mere hollow pre¬ 
tences of temporary expediency, he 
Brougham) now submitted the subject 
again to the decision of the House. In 
the outset he might remark, that it was 
nut requisite that be should make out even 
ssprtmufacie case of abuse, because the 
Di uits of Admiralty was a long disposable 
fun.!, over which it was the doty of Par¬ 
liament to watch, and could not be tom- 
pared to a grant for ^ particular service, to 
which it was known it could only be ap¬ 
plied. Alter the inspection of the volumes • 
of documents which had been laid upon 
the table, none of them tending to give 
any substantial information, it would be 
obvious to all that there was ample ground 
laid for a more critical examination, sup¬ 
posing even that he ^couid not shew any 
ciicumWnces of a suspicious character 
regarding them. Such was, however, by 
no means the fact, and the different items 
of which the accounts were composed 
might be divided into four general heads. 
'Pile first related to sums paid to captors 
and claimants, on account of prizes, al¬ 
though it w'as not indisputably established 
that they were so paid. The second 
class, noi so large in its amount, was com¬ 
posed of suq^s paid apparently for the 
same purpose, but which there is every 
reason to believe have not actually been 
so paid, under the same bead as ihe pre¬ 
ceding. The* third division included a 
still smaller amount, and consisted of .sums 
paid, of the ground of wijicli payments 
no account i.s given. The fourth head, 
second in point of amount, embraced 
monies issued for various services, which 
it was not pretended had the most remote 
connection with the origin of the fund. 
He would^now consider the various classes 
ffi succession, and supply frog) the papers 
presebted one or two instanc^Thpdn eacli 
of them. 

With Regard to the first, he was by uo 
means disposed to deny that ]arge.amounts 
may have been justly paid to persons con¬ 
cerned in prizes, which uhimatoly had * 
been ascertained to have been illegally 
made; even to ifbn-commissioned captors 
they might have been prudently*]given, 
but he mamtained tbafriu this distribution 
no preference should be shewn, and where 
,favour was apparent no specification of the 
various items was supplied to prove that it 
was proper or necessary. In the Account 
laid before the House in IhlO, under the 
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head " Special Payments,” would be no¬ 
ticed the enormous sum of 269,789/. paid 
to John Alcock, to be by hiiy divided 
among the Merchants of Spam, yrhose 
property had been sequestrated in 1796 
and 1797. The amount of .54,921/. was 
likewise inserted as having been disbursed 
to various commanders, on account of ships 
carried into Cape Nichola Mole, and ille¬ 
gally condemned. Into the particulars of 
these two large items, surely some inquiry 
oughi to be made, and it tvas a mere 
mockery to acknowledge the right of the 
House for that purpose, and to refuse the 
• Select Committee the nomination of which 
he now proposed. It might be. stated lhat 
the accounts had lie«;n audited at the Trea¬ 
sury, but would the House delegate its 
right of investigation to any but to its own 
Members tor that purpose, by itself ap¬ 
pointed, unle.s.s indeed, as in ni^ny other 
cases, particularly in that of the American 
claimants. Boards iv« re established, whose 
particular function it was to make the re¬ 
quisite investigation. He did not blame 
any individual Administration, because, 
since the time of Mr. Pitt, these abuses 
had been contimied under every Govern¬ 
ment. Other articles might be pointed 
out, such as the vote of 38,000/. to Lord 
Keith, against whoni an action having 
been brought for the detention of an Ame¬ 
rican vessel, and heavy damages reco¬ 
vered, his Lordship was indemnified out 
of the Droits of Admiralty, This surely 
was very doubtful policy, and our enemies 
would not fail to impute such payments 
to one of two f auses, for both of which 
there could be no ground, either that re¬ 
dress could not be obtained in our Courts 
of Justice, or that our cruizers were law¬ 
less in their seizures. On a former occa¬ 
sion, a Right Honourable Friend of his 
(Mr. Arbuthnot), in all the eagerness 
conscious jflfiocence,*'had come doiyn to 
the House, and explained, to a shilling, 
the item standing against his name. 
Kearly all the individuals, whoze names 
were inserted in these documents, no 
doubt felt equally anxious to deaf their 
‘characters from imputation, and not being 
able to do it in the Hou^e, they claimed a 
full and fair scrutiny in a Committee. 
Rear-Admital Lewis had been paid a large 
sum for; detaining *a neutral vessel, and 
would not America, and Justly too without 
explanation, ask what security, if she con-’ 
tinued a peace with us, she had that her 
neutral shipping shoukl not be seized, if 
our officers were apparently rewarded for 
their capture ? 


The Honourable Gentleman here enter¬ 
ed into a long detail of the case of the 
Daphne privateer, owned jay Jacobs, 
which had captured the Circe, in 1S«().— 
The prize was condemned, and 15,000/. 
paid to the Captain and Mariners, and 
10 ,000/. detained for other purposes. In¬ 
formation, however, was subsequently con¬ 
veyed, that the privateer had sailed without 
having mustered her due complement of 
men. A Monition was issued in conse¬ 
quence, the money already paid recalled, 
* and the 10,000/. in the hands of a third per¬ 
son, am .sted ; and further, the owner was 
compelled to pay, in addition, 1,7001. for 
costs. In this case, however, no remunera¬ 
tion had been paid to liim out of the Droits 
of Admiralty, however deserving he might 
be ; although in the tfese of Sir Horne 
Popham, similar in every respect but the. 
name.s, that Officer had received 21,000/. 
It might be right for the House to be in¬ 
formed on w'hat sort of authority it was 
that the money paid on account of the. 
capture by tbcDapbnehad been recalled, 
and Mr. dacobs and his family reduced to 
beggary. It was not at the suggestion ol 
a coinnion informer or of a <]ui tarn attor- 
ne}', but on evidence procured by a Re¬ 
verend Clergyman—the Rev. W. B. 
Daniels, who had been in confinement Ibr 
debt, and reduced to the condition of 
poverty of the Primitive Christians, after 
publishing a work on Field Sport-s, in 
which he, as well as many of his brethren , 
were known so peculiarly to excel (hear, 
hear, hear ! from Mr. Perceval.) He did 
not mean to cast any general reflection on 
the numerous respectable members of the 
Church t)f England;,but certain it was 
that Mr. Daniels formed no addition to 
their respectability, for after other trades 
had failed, he turned a broker in evidence, 
and procured two men of tlie names of 
Thatcher,and Guzman, one of whom had 
been convicted of perjury, and the other 
had been flogged at the cart’s tail, to swear 
as mucli as was laecessary to support his 
charge. For this signal .service, the 
Worthy and Rev. Gentleman had received 
ffom Government no less than 5,077/. and 
the first of his witnesses 87/. as a “ gratuity 
for evidence given." 

Under the second branch of this subject, 

I he should riention with regret the grant 
I of 935^. to Sir William Scott, “for services 
in deciding upon cases relative to American 
caplures.’ Me was firmly convinced that 
the‘wealth of the Indies could not induce 
that l,eamed Judge to condemn a single 
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cock-boat contrary'to justice ; but the 
words in which the item was stated were 
peculiarly disgusting, and implied what 
there was not the slightest reason to be¬ 
lieve. In the United States, however, 
they would twt meet with so just an inter¬ 
pretation, where the natives were already 
strongly prejudiced against what they 
termed the unwarrantable and flagrant in¬ 
justice of the British Court of Admiralty. 
—Other articles however, thrust them¬ 
selves forward, that could not be so satis¬ 
factorily explained. Oa the 20lh Sept.,, 
1 £().?, a grant of 2,250/. had been made to 
Sir George Young, of one-third of the 
Butch ship Frederick, taken at the Cape. 
The sum of 2,7921. had lil^ewise been paid 
to the Earl of Dunmore, on an account* 
nearly .similar; and on the 17lh August, 
Admiral Keppel received part of the pro¬ 
ceeds of Spanish vessels captured at Mar¬ 
tinique. To the first of these items parti¬ 
cular attention was due, because at the 
time the prize at the Cape was made, Sir 
George Young was serving in Parliament 
as Member for Huntingdon, tilled a lucra¬ 
tive and honourable post, and upon failing 
in a subsequent election, was appointed 
Governor at. the Cape of Good Hope— 
so that the most vivid imagination might 
be defied to state an adequate reason for 
this grant. The Earl of Bunmore could 
have as little to do with the capture for, 
which he was remunerated—and indeed 
the general complexion of many of the 
items was so suspicious, as imperiously to 
demand further investigation as to their 
real character. After several other obser¬ 
vations, the Honourable and Learned 
Gentleman concluded with moving for the 
appointtneiit of a S*ilect CommiUtSe, to in¬ 
quire into the appropriation of the Funds 
of the Droits of the Admiralty. 

Mil. Perceval was of opinion, that the 
House would nut feel itself called upon to 
grant the Coniiuittee, upon the. grounds 
stated by the Honourable ^aiu? Learned 
Gentleman. Tlie pa|)ers to be laidjjefore 
that Committee would necessarily involve 
such an iiid^fipite detail of particulars, that 


folios rather than sheets would be to be 
accumulated. Besides, the truth was, dial 
with all the laboured citations and state¬ 
ments of the Honourable Gentleman, he 
bad after all made out no case in general 
support of his own Motion, ^hat had 
been the allegation of the learned Q^ntie- 
man ? Nothing more than .this—that ^he 
funds in question had been a 4 )propriated 
to the diilereiU persons, and for the several 


purposes stated in the papers. This tbe 
Learned and Honourable Gentlennp.. ad¬ 
mitted; but then he happened not te 
know upon what grounds these paymenta 
had been so made—and therefore ha 
thought inquiry necessary. Several of the 
items, several of the wordings of those 
items the Learned Gentleman could not 
comprehend-for the best of all possible 
reasons, as the Learned Gentleman himself 
had frankly acknowledged, because he 
was utterly ignorant of the particular 
merits of the respective cases. Now, 
though it might be’ a very good reason 
why the Honourable Gentleman should be 
solicitous for information, lie (Mr. P.) could 
not think that it was, therefore, sufficient 
cause for troubling the House with the pre¬ 
sent motion/ If the Learned Gentleman 
was so ignorant upon ttie raeriis of those 
cases, did he retjuire of the. House to take 
his ignoraBce of their bierits as a presump¬ 
tion of their demerit-s; for really there bad 
been in the whole course of the elaborate 
speech of the Learned Gentleman, no other 
general ground to be inferred as that upon 
which the Learned Genilemap rested his 
application for inquiry. Had he vcniured 
to slate that there had been in any oi 
these instances an abuse in tlie mode of 
appropriating these Droits ? In what one 
instance had they been misapplied r 
When, upon the face of the papers of the 
accounts ihenoselves, did there appear 
sufficient evidence to induce the House t6 
believe that th*re bad been a tnisappliea- 
lion of ihoiC funds ? Oh, but says the 
Honourable and I-rarned Gctiileman, there 
may have l.een abu.se, though I am as yet 
ignorant ofit—there may be abuse, though 
it don’t appear upon the face cd the ac 
counts themselves, and therefore let us in¬ 
quire. If (his w'as to be laid down as a 
sufficient ground for a grave Parliamen- 
t^y inqiiii^, be knew not how there could 
be a limit or rule csialSlisbed (Iwer., bear !) 
'i’he labours of Parliament would be end¬ 
less, and as futile as they were endless, if 
they werefalways to appoint Committees of 
Inquiry upon such a ground 'as tVris. 
Under the head of “ Special Payments," 
tliere appeared an item of 269,7*89?. paid 
to Mr. John Alcock, to be distributed by 
him amongst those merchants concerned 
in the trade with Spati\, whose ships and 
property had been sequestrated in conse- 

S uence of the war with Spain- I’he Learn- 
d Gentleman seenied here again to have 
been totally ignorant of the fact of a pro¬ 
vision in the peace bf Amiens, for such 
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i^ercbaots, wWch «otiW not afterwards b« 
carried into effect. lost their pro^ 

perrj ID consequence Or the capture of 
tile Spanith frigates, whicif led to a 
Spanish war, and Goverhinent did feel 
tbemseltres called upon to indemnify these 
merchants. Another item was that of 
54>,9'iil. on account of illegal condemna¬ 
tions at Cape Nichola Mole ; but what 
had been the circumstances under which 
these illegal condemnations had been hhd ? 
Simply these:—there was a Court sitting 
at Cape Nichola Mole; the Commanders 
who had made the captures in question 
brought them into this Court, esteeming it 
to have all the authority and jurisdiction 
of a Prize Court; and in that Court they 
were condemned. From these decisions 
there were appeals to the *Prize Courts 
here. [Here Mr. Brougham intimated his 
dissent to this statement.] He (Mr. P.) 
was, he admitted, iniiccurate in stating that 
there had been appeals to the Prize Court. 
There bad been, in fact, no appeal, for 
this Court at Cape Nichola Mole proved 
to have been no Prize Court at all, and 
tlierefore its decisions were ab origine null, 
and a direct, and legally speaking in the 
first instance, a direct application to the 
Court of Admiralty here, and not to the 
Prise Court, the condemnations were set 
aside with costs of proceedings against the 
captors. Another objectioA of the Learn¬ 
ed and Honourable Gentleman was to the 
hern of 38,000/. to Lord Keith, who had 
incurred heavy d&mages, for the illegal 
detention of an American vessel. He 
(Mr. Perceval) did not know whether the 
Learned and Honourable Gentleman was 
at that time in the profession, but he re- 
membered that this cause was considei;ed 
to be one of the nicest and most abstruse 
that had at that time occupied the atten¬ 
tion of the Admiralty Court; and certain 
it was, that by the customs of the West 
India fita^on, a porfion of prizes made in 
detection of smuggling was shared by the 
Commander. 

As to the case of the Daphnb, a priva¬ 
teer fitted out by a Mr. Jacobs, the Ho¬ 
nourable Gentleman had complained that 
Government had not remunerated him as 
they had done Sir Hone Popham. This 
was rather a curious assertion to come from 
the Honourable Gbentleman, after his hav¬ 
ing strenuously censured the grant to Sir 
Home Popham; and after having stated 
that his case and that of Mr. Jacobs werl 
essentially the same, be then turned round 
upon Ute House, and* claimed of them to 


do again what he so condemned^ in them 
for having done at all. As- to Mr. Daniels, 
be knew nothing of him, but if he was the 
means of leading to the detection of this 
rivateer having been iflegaliy fitted out, 
e was, let him be wbo he might, entitled 
to his reward for having done so. As 
to the 930/. paid to Sir Wm. Scott, 
here again the Learned Gentleman did 
not seem to know that at that time his 
Learned and Right Honourable Friend 
was King’s Advocate, and this money had 
, been paid to him as a referee. But if 
Gentlemen would talk upon what they 
knew so little about, such mistakes were to 
be expected. As to the grants to the 
Royal Dukes, .he hoped that the House 
‘would not think it necessary to inquire 
how a parent, in one or two instances, 
thought proper to gife away sums to his 
children, out of his own property. He 
concluded by saying, that he wished not 
to withhold any particle of information 
that could lead to any public practical 
benefit. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
American St/lTes.— Correspondence between 
Mr. Foster and Mr. Monroe, and also 
between Mr. Monroe and Mr. Serurier, 
laid before Congress in January, 1812, 

'Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe, Dec. 17, 1811. 

(Continued from p. 288.) 

. This is no demand on the 

United States to admit British manufac¬ 
tures; they are at liberty to continue the 
law, only as it is of an unfriendly nature, 
some restriction of a similar kind was to 
be expetted from Eng,land ; and with re¬ 
spect to the alleged demand for forcing 
British goods, the property of neutrals, 
into French.ports, if the United States are 
willing to acquiesce in the regulations of 
the French Decrees unlawfully affecting 
England through them, they cannot sure¬ 
ly be surprised if we consider ourselves as 
at liberty to refuse permission to the 
French to profit by that acqinescence.— 
I w;ill now, Sir, take the opportunity of 
stating to you, that I have received f^rom 
his Majesty’s Secretary of State, the cor¬ 
respondence of witich you did me the ho¬ 
nour to transmit to me a copy in your let¬ 
ter, datedtOctober <7. My Government 
haveiHot been able to see in it satisfactory 
proof of the^ repeal of the French decrees, 
and doubt whether the trade carried on by 
licences between France and Americt^ 
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ill ijot be regarded, eren here, as proof 
' the conlinoation of them in their 
llest extent, for if they were to any 
(tent repealed, to that extent at least 
) licences should be necessary, a li- 
snce being given to allow what, but for 
at licence, would be prohibited.—The 
tntinued absence hitherto of any instru- 
ent by which the repeal has been ef- 
cted, is a matter also of surprise, for if 
ere were any fair dealing in the tran- 
ction, no reason can be given by France 
r not producing it; it ii very desirable 
at it should be produced if such an in- 
ument be in existence, in order that we 
\y know to what extent the decrees have 
eii repealed, if they really have been so 
any respect. Mr. Russell, however, 
es not appear to have been in possession 
it at the date of his letter of last July, 
is, indeed, become particularly interest- 
g, that we should see this instrument 
ice the publication of Mr. Russell’s cor- 
ipondence with his own government, by 
lich it appears that really, and in fact, 
e French Government did not release 
y American ships taken after November 
until they had become ac((uainted with 
i President's Proclamation, and that 
ssels have been taken so late as De- 
mber 21, in the direct voyage from this 
untry to London ; for until a copy of 
:h instrument is produced, it is impos- 
»Ie to know whether any other trade is 
owed by.France than that between her 
n dominions and the ports of the 
lited States.—I have the honour to be, 
th the highest consideration. Sir, your 
>st obedient humble 8er.vant,— Aug. 
Fosteii. 

r. Monroe to Mr. foster. Jan. 14,1812. 

Sir,—I have had the honour to receive 
ur letter of Dec. 17, and I embrace the 
it moment that 1 could command, to 
ike the observations which it suggests.— 
would have afforded great satisfaction 
the President, to have found ii) the 
inmunication,8ome proof of a disposition 
the British Government to put an end 
the ditierences subsisting between our 
antries. I am sorry to be obliged to 
te, that it presents a new proof only of 
determination to adhere to the policy 
which they are imputable.—You com- 
lin that the import of your foriifer letters 
8 been misunderstood in two impocitant 
•cumstances, that you have been r*- 
jsented to have demanded of tlje 
tiled htates, a law for the introduction 


of British goods into their ports, and that 
they should also undertake to force FAmce 
to receive British manufaetures into her 
harbours.—You state that on the first 
point, it was your intention to only re¬ 
monstrate against the Non-Importation 
Act, as partial in its operation, and un¬ 
friendly to Great Britain, on which ac¬ 
count its repeal was claimed, and to in¬ 
timate that if it was persevered in, Great 
Britain would be compelled to retaliate on 
the commerce of the United States,* by 
•similar restrictions on her part. And on 
the second point, that you intended only, 
to urge, that in consequence of the ex¬ 
traordinary blockade of England, yonr 
government had been obliged to blockade 
France, and tp prohibit all trade in French 
articles, in return for the prohibition by 
France of all trade in English articles.—It 
is sufficient to remark on tke first point, 
that on whatever ground the repeal of the 
Non-Importation Act is required, the 
United States are justified in adhering to 
it, by the refusal of the British Govern¬ 
ment to repeal its Orders in Council; 
and if a distinction thus produced between 
Great Britain and the other belligerents, 
it must be referred to the diilerence in the 
conduct of the two parties.—On the se¬ 
cond point I have to observe, that the 
explanation given cannot be satisfactory, 

, because it does not meet the case now ex¬ 
isting. France did, it is true, declares 
blockade of England against the trade of 
the United Stales, and prohibit ikil trade 
in English articles on the high seas, but 
this blockade and prohibitiepi no longer 
exist. It is true also, that a part of those 
decrees did prohibit a trade in English 
articles within her territorial jurisdiction ; 
but this prohibition violates no neutral 
rights, or neutral cdmmerce, of the United 
States. Still your blockade and prohibi¬ 
tion are conlinued in violation of the na¬ 
tional and natural lights of the United- 
States, oil a pretext of retaliation, which, 
if even applicable, could only be applied 
to the form*er, and not to the latter inter¬ 
dicts, and it is required that France shall 
change her internal regulations against 
English trade, before England will change 
bee external regulations against the trade 
of the United States., But you still insist 
that French*Decrees ara onrevoked, and 
urge in proof of it, a fact drawn from Mr. 
Russell’s Correspondence, that some Ame¬ 
rican vessels had been taken since the 1st 
of November, in their route to England. 
It is a satisfactory answer to this remark, 
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that it appears by the same Corre^ond- could in any respect hare been applicable, 
ence/that every American vessel which it would hare been prohibiting our trade 
had been taken in that trade, the seizure with itself. To prohibit it,with Trance 
of which rested on the Berljn and Milan would not have been a retaliation, but a 
Decrees only, were, as toon as-that fact co-operation.' If licencing by France the 
was ascertained, delivered up to their own- trade in certain instances, prove any thing, 
ers.—MigbttheR not be other ground also, it proves nothing more than that the trade 
on which seizures might be made ? Great with France in other instances is , under 
Britain claims a right to seize for other restraint. It seems impossible to extract 
causes, and all nations admit it in the case from it in any respect that the Berlin and 
of contraband of war. If by the Uw of Milan Decrees are in force, so far as they 
nations, one belligerent has a right to seize prohibit the trade between the United 
neutral property in any case, the other States and England. I might here repeat 
belligerent has the same right. Nor ought that the French practice of granting 
I to overlook that the practice of counter- licences to trade between the United 
feiting American Papers in England, which States and France, may have, been in¬ 
is well known to the Continent, has, by tended in parjt, at least, as a security 
impairing the faith due to American do- ‘against the simulated papers; the forging 
cuments, done to the UnitedTStates essen- of which was not suppressed in liuglaml. 
tial injury. Against this practice the Mi- It is not to be inferreu iVom these remarks, 
pister of the rUnited States at London, as that a trade by licence is one with which 
will appear by reference to his Letter to the United States are satisfied.—They have 
the Marquis Wellesley of the 3d of May, the strongest objections to it, but these arc 
J8I0, made a formal representation, in founded on other principles than those 
pursuance of instructions from his govern- suggested in your note.—It is a cause of 
tnent, with an ofl'er of every information great surprise to the Presidcnit, that your 
possessed by him, which might contribute government has not seen in the corres- 
to detect and suppress it. It is painful to pondence of Mr. Rii.ssell, which I had the 
add that this communication was entirely honour toconnnunicate to younn the 17th 
disregarded. That Great Britain should of October last, and wliicli has been lately 
uomplain of acts in France, to which by transmitted to you by your government, 
her neglect, she was instrumental, aiid sufficient proof of the repeal of the Berlin 
draw from them proof in* support of her . and Milan decrees, independent of the 
Orders in Council, ought certainly nut to conclusive evidence of the fact, which 
have Been expected.—You remark also, that correspondence alFoi (led, it was not to 
that the practice' of the French govern- lie presumed from the intimation of the 
BOent to grant licences to certain Amt>- Manjuis Wellesley, that if it was to be 
ricari veiaels.^engafed in the trade between trau.smittcd to you, to be taken into con- 
the United States and France, is an addi- sidcration in_ the depending discassions, 
tional pre^of that the French decrees still that it was of a nature to have no weight 
operaie in their fullest extent. On w;hat in these? discussions.-,, The demand which 


principle this inference is drgwn from that 
fact, it is impossible for me to conceive. 


you now make of a view of the order given 
by the French government to its cruizers. 


It was not the object of the Berlin and in consequence of the repeal of the French 


Milan decrees to prohibit th'e trade be- decree.s, is a new proof of its indisposition 
tween the United Stateteand France.* They to repeal the Orders in Council. Tl»e de- 
were meant to prohibit the trade of the ciaratiun'of the French government was. 
United ^tates with Great Britain which as hai^been heretofore observed, a solemn 
violateii our neutral rights,and\o prohibit and obligatory act, and as such entitled to 
tjie :traQe ut Great Britain with the Con- the notice and respect of.olher govern- 
tiaan|, with which the United States have m^nts. it was incumbent on Great Bri- 
imtbittg to do. If the object had btsen stain, therefore, in fulfilment of her ,en- 
probebit the trade between the Uijited gagement, to .have provided that her 
atfttcB aitd France, Great Brit 4 in could Orders iti Cuuncif should not have effect, 
never have found.in litem any*pretext for after the time fixed for the cessation of the 
campleint. And it the idea of retaliation Frencb dacree.s. 

e (I'o bt caniinued.) 


PebliAad hy R. BAOSHAW, BrydgSi-Street, Coveat- Garden 

LmnxtllPrlaled br Ti C. HumM, Pdarboroathcoun. Wiiet-»tre. t. 
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•• I f«el extreiuely hart that the indiscretl tengnage of Uie Learned Gentleman (Ma. BaouaHaM) 
^ ^onld ICO out to the public, as bidding the array look up to Mn. Cobbett for redrest, instead of their 
*• own Officers,” -Siu George Warkenber’s Speeeb in the House of Commons, 6th March, 1812. 
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FLOGGING SQLDiERS. 

This subject, which, tn some persons, is 
as frightful as the ghost of a murdered 
man is to the murderer, is not yet done 
with. There were people, who seemed to 
think, that after the consequences to me of 
complaining of this punishment, the whole 
world would be hushed upon the subject. 
Still, liowever, it is alive, and, what is 
more, the principles, for which I contend¬ 
ed, are daily gaining ground. On the Cth 
instant, in a Committee of the whole 
House of Commons, on the annual Mu¬ 
tiny Bill, Mh. Brougham took occasion to 
make some remarks upon the punishment 
of FLOGGING, and to put in his protest 
against the longer existence of it, £is he 
was not likely to be present at the discus¬ 
sion of the motion, which he understood 
was to be made upon the subject by Sir^ 
Francis Burdett. ,* 

In speaking of the subject of FLOG-' 
GING SOLDIERS, it occurred to Mr. 
Brougham to speak of me ; as, indeed, 
what could be more natural. My name 
. must, of course, as far as relates to public 
matters, always, in future, awaken the idea 
of FLOGGING SOLDIERS, and also the , 
idea of GERMAN MERCENARIES. It 
was not, therefore, at all surprizing, that 
Mr. Brougham should mention my name, 
bt the time that be was protesting against 
the practice of flogging our soldiers. But, 
it seems, that his doing this gave*great of¬ 
fence in the Hoiitibrable Hopse; and that 
it went so far as to sensibly aflfect tl^ feel¬ 
ings of Sir George Warrender, the re¬ 
port of whpse speech (as given in the 
Morning Chronicle) I have taken for nsy 
motto. To know what it really was thab 
produced thisefiect upon the feelings of Sir 
George Warrender, we* must see all that 
Mr. Brougham said, and also what was 
said in answer to him by othar persons. 

I shall, therefore, here insert the debate, 
which is short and pithy, anji then I s^l 
make such remarks upon it u aeem to pMs 
likely to be dsefot. 


Mr. Brougham said, that as it wSs not 
"■probable he shopjd be present to take 
" any part in the discussion which was 
" soon to lake place upon the subject of'* 
" military punishments, he begged leave 
" to take that opportunity of entering his 
" solemn pfotest against the practice of 
" punishment by flogging. As a punish- 
" ment, it was absurd and inconlisteivt with 
every end of punishpient-s-it was equally 
" incoitiiAitent to reform the culprit, or to 
" deter others. The greater part of the 
“ leading military authorities of the coun- 
“ try had all been unanimous in cofldemn- 
" ing the practice. Sir Robert Wilson, 

" General Stewart, General Money, and a 
“ variety of others, the most experienced. 

" and distinguished OBiccrs in ibe service, 

“ had employed alt their talents and in- 
“ fluence to root out the practice from the 
“ army. It had its principle in torture, 
" and therefore must always he mostob- 
" jectionable, for two reasons. The first, 
that it could not fail to turn the feelings 
‘'of the people witnessing the horrid spec- 
“ tacle, in favour of the suflVrer, however 
“ criminal; and next, that it h.>d a direct 
" and inevitable tendency to brutalize the 
" people habituated to the practice of it. 

" In stating this, he mentioned nothing 
" but what bad beeiS already slated. His 
“ object, ho wever, at the present was, rather 
" to enter his protest generally against 
"•the praefiee, tha!Vt(\enter thpn into any 
" argimientative new of the question. 
" There was another point to which he 
" wished to adveit before he sat down. 
" Yhere was, he believed, no clause in tiie 
" present act, limiting the power of the 
" Crown as to the enlistment of fsreign 
*' troops. No one could read the Cbnven- 
" tion Act wiihout%teingand admiringthe 
"jealous precaution of our ancestors at the 
‘‘ time of fbe Revolutien, who would not 
" siifler any den'uisen, not feven a natura- 
" Ibed alien, to hold any place of trust or 
mfluence under the Crown. It would 
i" be well to see sonjething like the same 
I " more spctive now than it appeared 
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*< to be» now when foreigners were not only 
*'finding thei: way into regiments, bat 
•' into commis^ono•and coi|inaods ; eVen 
/' the 10 th Lifht f*rmc^» 

" Own, bithei^O'^ade up of English sub* 
" jects, was now fiHing with foreigners of 
“ every description. This once English 
'' corps might now be said to have been 
'* Germanized, Germans of all descrip* 
''tions-^Germans who were prisoners of 
‘’' war, had been seduced from their talle* 
“ gijnce to their native country, and pre- 
vailed upon to enter into the Prince’s 
'' Own. He had authority for stating that 
** foreigners, to the number of fifty and 
'* sixty at a time, have been enlisted in 
" this very regiment, the lOih Ligtft Dra- 
" goons. He asked if this was decent at a 
" time when there was known to be pre* 
" valent throughout the country so sore a 
" feeling and jealousy upon this topic ? 
" He complained also of the se;ndjng 1 iQ 
men from the hulks into one regiinentat 
"Jersey, one of the best discipfined and 
" most morally conducted in the service. 
“ It had been said, that for men from the 
" hulks they were well conducted; but 
" was it a favour to any regiment to have 
" even the pick and choose of the hulks— 
" to have attached to them a corps d’elite 
" of condenined culprits and felons ? The 
" men originally belonging to the regiment 
“ were feelingly described by their Com- 
" mander as coming to him with broken 
" hearts to complain of and deplore the 
"miserable and-disgraceful association 
" into which they had so undeservedly 
" fallen. The Honourable Gentleman in 
" concluding^ repeated his protest against 
" the-flogging system, which he repro- 
bated as most impolitic, sanguinary and 
" barbarou.s. 

" Mr. Manners Sutton said he should 
" not then enter into the question of the 
" necessity or impolicy of corppral punish. 
" meni—bat he sh(Kil(;.^istincliy state tfiat 
" it had not entered into his cohtempla- 
" tion to introduce a clause into the pre- 
" sent ®ill for the total abolition of 
" flogging— (Hear, Aear.^—He thought 
" it impracticable to abolish it altoge* 
" thtfr-—what had been already done 
" by the clause inj,roduced into, the 
•“ Mutiny Act last year, had succeeded 
*• considerably in making the practice less 
general—-of which he would 
«* give to the House a conclusive proof. 
" From January 1811, to December 18l<i, 
" both inclusive, there had been but eight 
“ sentences for flogging by general courts 
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" mardai) aitd what waa still prore remark- 
" able was,’ tiiiil of those eight, but one 
" had ncctirred since Wtar^, the tinae at 
".winch the clause passed, and the nther 
" sevect had taken place in Ae months pre- 
" ceding March, -and of the whole 
" but one bad been inflicted—r/fc«r, 
" Aear.'j--,and that one bad been pflered 
" to be commuted for general service, and 
" was refuse<l, the man preferring to un- 
"dergo the 700 lashes rather than socom- 
" mute. But he should be glad to know, 
" what gentlemen would substitute in place 
" of flogging ?— (Hear !)—Imprisonment 
" had been spoken of, but how could im- 
" prisonment be resorted to on actual ser- 
"vice? Within the period he had just 
i* stated, where 'there were but eight sen- 
" tences here, there had biien no less than 
" 40 undergone in Portugal. He wished 
" Gentlemen would look at such questions 
" practically, before they amused them* 
" selves with launching out into invectives 
" against a moile of punishment which 
" could not, he believed,* be totally abo- 
" lished without endangering the general 
" discipline of the army. He thought that 
" the strong terms of ‘ barbarous and san- 
" guinary torture,’ should not have been 
" so wantonly applied—they might do 
" much mischief, and could be productive 
" of no good. 

" Colonel Ducket said, that almost 
" every Commanding Officer he ever 
" heard give an opinion on the subject, 

thought that mode of punishment essen- 
" tially necessary to sustain the discipline 
" of the army'. 

"Colonel Dillon thought'that Colonial 
" Service might be advantageously substi- 
" tuted jn the place of flogging. 

" Mn. Brougham •said, that he never 
" motmt that-if flogging was abolished, no 
" punishment at all should be substituted 
" in its place. He never meant to hold 
" out such a bribe to mutiny and disorder: 

" —Far Tirom iti It w^s not the degree, 
" but the kind of severity he reprobated. 
" Fornnstance, instead of running the risk 
" of brutalizing a whole regiment, by wit- 
“ nessing the spectacle of*a*wretch gra« 
'^dually sinking under the tedious torture 
*" of a thousand lashes,‘who had been 
" guilty of mutiny, he would shoot him 
" at once. And as for crimes not worthy 
" death, could there not be devised m 
" variety *6f ways of punishing a soldier, 
" even upon actual service ? — He had 
"‘been acouaed of speaking against this 
" *bdlou8 sjfsbeoi, in terms of unwarrantable 
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** invettiTC. Hia laifguage migbt have 
'* been too strong for the delitnnsy of some 
“ Gentiemen} but had it benili stronger, 
*' it must have been too weak fo express 
“ his abhorrence of this mode of punish* 
“ meat. But the Honourabte and Learned 
“ Gentleman had lamented the general 
“ animadversions without doors, that had 
^ been made upon this system.—And 
“ what was the answer the Learned 
“ Gentleman himself gave to his own la- 
** mentations ? — Why, that in the last 
'• year this barbarous f>taetice had de- 
*' creased to eight within the whole year, 
and but one of those inflicted ! Now 
'• (said Mr. Brougham), I contend that 
this is a distinctly deducible consequence 
“ from those very animadversions Cheat*, 

** heart) The press without called tile 
“ attention of the public to, and fixed it 
“ immovably upon, this flagrant system 
“ of punishment. The public feeling had, 

“ at length, as it always must have, sooner 
“ or later, its influence within these walls; 

“ and" accordingly the first step towards 
“ the utter abolition of this odious punish* 
raent was made, in the introduction of 
“ the clausa of last year, into the Mutiny 
“ Bill. Such, Sir, was the work of a free 
“•press; and I cannot but sincerely la- 
“ ment that those who were bold and 
" honest enough to begin this battle in 
“ the cause of humanity>~that those who " 

“ fought the good fight, and won an in- 
" estimable victory in that great cause— 

“ that MV. Cobbett and Mr. Drakard 
“ should now be immured within a prison. 

“ Gentiemen smile, no doubt with disdain, 

“ at the guilty familiarity of citing before 
“ their grave authority individuals com- 
“ paraiively so obscure. I admit«them to 
“ be so; and all 1 wish those Gentlemen 
** is, that their zeal for truth and their 
“ country, may never place them where 
“ less prudential patriotism has placed 
“ their less fortunate fellow subjects (a 
“ laugh), I say, therefore, that the ani- 
madversions of an hones); press have 
“ produced this change in the pracfice of 
“ military flogging, so triumphantly stated 
“ by the Lfiafned Judge Advocate ; ah;! 

“ that the Legislature had been obliged,^ 

“ with respect to this question, to act upon 
“ the very principles of»Mr. Cobbett, ^ho 
“ is now in gaol for his unseasonable de- 
“ claration of them. It is no\^ I rejoice 
“ to find, in the hands of my Worthy 
“Friend, the Member for Westminister 
“ (sir F. Burdett), and baclfed by his fe- 
" lents, it would be criminal to* despair laf 
“ its ultimate success. 


“ Mit. MiiMMEits Sutton that 

“ those public animadversions upOB'liliijitaF 
“ ry pimh^ent had beep, to his ICBOw- 
“ ledgergfoss exaggerations, and as for the 
H happy abatement in thopractice of flog^* 
“ gihg, he could not help thinking, not- 
“ withstanding the Learned Gentleman's 
“ vehement declamation, that that change 
" was at least to be as fairly attributed to 
" the judicious and meritorious discretion 
“ of the gallant Officers who sat on the 
“ respective General Courts Martiahas to 
“ the great patriotism or high public spirit 
" of even Mr. Cobbett himself! (Hear, 

" hear I) , 

" Sir Georoe Warrander felt extreme- 
“ ly hurt that the indiscreet language of 
“ the Learned Gentleman should go out 
“ to the puBlic, as bidding the army look 
“ up to Mr. Cobbett for redresy instead of 
“ their own Officers. (He^ir, Itear !) 

“ Lcvrq Palmekstone could not under- 
“ stand how the substitution of death for 
“ flogging was rendering the military 
“ code less sanguinary than it was at pre- 
“ sent represented to be. 

“ General Tarueton strongly censured 
“ the idea of bidding the army of the 
“ country look up to Mr. Cobbett and re- 
" ceive their instructions from him, as if 
“ he could know more of military mat- 
“ ters than those who have spent their 
“ lives in the service.” 

With regard to the Germans and the 
Germanising oS our army, I shall have to 
say enough about them by-and-by. 1 
must here go on with the FLOGGING, or, 
rather, what was said about fhysel/ as con¬ 
nected with this subject, the subject of 
flogging itself I shall reserve 'till it has 
been discussed in the House, as it proba^ 
bly will be even before this will find its 
way from the press. 

First, however, I must notice what 
Mr. Sutton said^bOut the ^urqher of 
men flogged in the last year. Only eiglu, 
be says, in all the kingdom. Only eight 
sentences for flogging in the whole year, 
and only one since the passing of the Mu¬ 
tiny Act svith the new Clause, in March 
1811; so that, really, it would appeal from 
this statement, thai^ the FLOGGING OF 
SOLDIERS is at an end, in fact, though 
not in formi; and, that there merely waatt 
a clause iti the new Act*formally to abo¬ 
lish it for ever. But, Mr. Sutton 
only of the sentences passed by GENbfiAL 
CourtsMartial! He said not a wordat>out 
the sentencesmassed'by REGIMENTAL 
M « 
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Coarto Mwlial* «t lifiiich I myself have 
very cAea eeen sAree mtbeiMn e^cen, 
dd^st. perhaps, nol above thirty years of 
age, pass very hbary seatentes of flog* 
ging. GENIAL Coorts Marthtl are 
very rarely indeed assembled to try non- 
ooouniasianed officers and private soldiers. 
Indeed, this is a cane that hardly ever 
happens; and, I dare say, that there were 
only eight of these Courts Martial during 
the last year. To give ns an idea of the 
eictenv of the punishment in question, we 
should have laid before os an account of 
all the floggings in evefy particular corps, 
^f we had that for the two last years, we 
should be able to form a judgment of the 
effect produced by the fast year’s cUittlx, of 
the virtues of which Mr. Sutton says so 
much. " 

This CUme ought to be, however, better 
understood thaq it generally is. It was, 
last year, for the first time, introduced into 
the Mutiny Act; and, what did it do? 
Why, It mthorhed Courts Martial to pu¬ 
nish by mpriionnwnt instead of 
whenever they pleased to do so! This was 
not giving thqm any authority at all; they 
possessed it before. This was enacting 
nothing neto. It neither extended the power 
of shewing mercy, nor contracted that of 
eicercising severity. In short it was no¬ 
thing more than o Amt to Courts Martial to 
be more sparing of the lash.' This is what 
it was ; and, I have no doubt, that it was 
a hint tliat produced some effect. Mb. 
Sutton boasted much of this effect. He 
said, that the clause had succeeded consi¬ 
derably by making the practice lessgeneral; 
and then h« gAve the proof of this in the 
number of sentences as above-mentimied. 

At any rate, here is, even ffom the 
mouths of the government thetn8elves,‘an 
acknowledgment, that it is a good thit^ to 
make the practice of flogging less general. 
This they have now distinctly avowed, th^ 
it is (lesvrabfc to narih^his practice,; ami 
they boast of having, in some degree, suc¬ 
ceeded by the means of a clause in the 
last yearns Mutiny Act. Now, then, said 
Mr. Brougham, if this be the case, or, as 
, far as the good has gone, it is to be attri¬ 
buted to the press; and, that, while ihasu 
who were honest and hold enough to. be¬ 
gin this battle in the cause of humanity; 
white those who fought the good flght and 
won an inestimable victory in that great 
cause; while Mr. Drakard and I were shut 
up inA prison, the government were boast-t 
ing of the success of a measure founded 
upon our principles. He added, that ** the 


“ lejgislature had heettebliged with respect 
" to this questioti, to act upcm the v«ry 

priuctpltoof Mr. Cohbett, who was pow 
'V tn yidl bur his ans«tsanahie dec!aratum of 
"them.** 

This seems to have given great ofl^oce 
to several members of the Honoorabie 
House, who observed, that the Soldiers 
ought to be taught to tlianh THEIU OF* 
FICERS for the taeasure in question, and 
NOT MR. COBBETT1 Oh. dear, no ! 
That would be a sad thing! It would be 
4 shocking thing af the Soldiers were to 
look to ME for redress ; especially after 
my being sent to a felon’s jail, which, of 
course,, was to mark me out for a man to 
be shunned, ratter than looked up to. 
T<he truth is, that Ihis merit of having been 
the beginner of the battle in the cause of 
the soldiers does not belbng to me. It be¬ 
longs to Sir Francis Buroett, who pro¬ 
tested against flogging the Local Militia, 
at the time when the Bill for raising that 
force was under discussioH,,and who, long 
previous to that, made an express motion, 
which, I think, was Seconded by Lord 
Folkestone, for a return to be laid before 
the House of the FLOGGINGS that had 
taken place within the« then foregoing 
year; and this he distinctly stated to be 
preparatory to a proposition for the entire 
abolition of the punishment. This was 
more than five years ago. Here, therefore, ^ 
was the beginning; and, to Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, therefore, if to any body, the soldiers 
might be told to look, as the author of any 
good that they may have derived from 
the new Clause in the last year’s Mutiny 
Act. 

Never the lesi, 1 have, all along, borne my 
part. I have, from a^j^out the same time, 
that Sir Francis Burdett first took up the 
subject, done ail that I have been able to 
j do; and, it must be confessed, that the 
Legislative hint to Courts Martial was not 
given till ^fter the interest which was ne¬ 
cessarily excited by my trial and the sen¬ 
tence passed upon me. Mr. Sutton is 
reporidd to have said, that, " the change 
" was, at least, as fairly to be attributed 
" to the judicious and meritorious discretion 
" 6f the gallant officers who sat on the re- 
"spective General Courts Martial as to 
** the great patriotism or h^h public spirit of 
" Mr. Cohbett himself.’’ As to these 
closing wo^s, either they were spoken in 
earnest or in the way of a sneer. If the 
former, they do not help Mr. button’s 
arf^raent; latter, they discover a 

doj^ee q( mortification Idiat might ahnost 
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exctle dBe*t pky. But, b tbe notion 
ifaat Mr. Sut^ here has it ia view to in¬ 
culcate? Whf thiei that the change, 
which has taken place, naniely, tlie dimi¬ 
nution in the quantity of flogging, is to be 
attributed to Offiscera composing Count 
Mtiniut, and net to any exertions of mine. 

1 have before clearly stated, that the part 
which 1 have acted has been very huwble 
indeed conapared to that of Sir Freincis 
Burdett. 1, therefore, do not aUempH to 
take any great merit to but, little 

at my share of the merit maybe, lam 
not at ait afraid to see it compared with 
that of the Officers composing Courta Mar¬ 
tial. These gentlemen may alt be, for 
aught I know, very JuMteiaut, meritorious^ 
and discreet; but, as to the diminution of 
fiogging, if it is to be ascribed, to their 
diseretiott, how comes it not to have taJhen 
place sooner T These officers have, doubt¬ 
less, always been as discreet, or nearly so, 
as they are now; and, therefore, we may 
be permitted to express some surprise, that 
their discretion should never have pro¬ 
duced this salutary effect hfare. Indeed, 
we may, 1 hope, venture, without danger 
to liberty or pwerty, to ask, why, if this 
discretion was s^sowerful, it was thought 
necessary to introduce the Clause of last 
year into the Mutiny Act? This is a 
question wliich Mr. Sutton would not flmi 
it easy to answer; for, it seems to me, as 
it will, I believe, to every body else, that, 
if the di^retion of the Officers composing 
Courts Martial had been thought suffieieut 
by parliatuent, there would have required 
an uncommon degree of ingenuity to make 
appear the utility of the nfew Clause. In¬ 
deed, it is quite wonderful to*hear Mr. 
Sutton boasting, in one breathy of the effect 
of his pailiaioentary enactment, and, in 
the next, attributing tbatsame eflcct to the 
discretion of the persons whose decisions 
that enactment was intended to influence. 

Either the last year’s new-Clause has 
produced a good eflect, oY it has not; if 
the latter* there is no ground for boasting 
about it, and the lot of the soldier is just 
what it wSis before; if the former, I thytk, 
that no one will deny, that the good has 
been produced, in great part, by the exer¬ 
tions of the press, which exertions I may 
claim, 1 think, my full share. The sub- 
ject bad, as 1 have before ol^rved> been 
stirred, upon several occasioiw, since the 
hefinning of the present war; %ut, it« 
never came fully before tile public ; %heir 
attention was never so powerfully drawn 
towards, it, as in the middle of the year 


IdiPi wIsiMt 1 wra tried and ji»»leab«d. 
The^ excited great 

they gave rise to disenssroo; and dkemf 
mom, f mtimekled, alw^aendsin favoiir0d' 
truth and justiee. The sohiect got a fresh 
stirring in die prosectitienof Ma. DaftKami, 
which arose out of my pvoaecation; and, 
it was efter all this, that the Clauae, of 
which Mr. Sottsei boasM^ so muebj was in¬ 
troduced into the Mutiny Act. Let the 
reader judge, then, whether the diminu¬ 
tion of flogging is to be attvrhuted to tiie 
Officers coutposidg Courts M^tial as 
fairly as it h to me. . , 

Sta Gaoroe Warrenqsb, h» the words 
which I have taken for my mottO) de¬ 
scribes Mr. Brougham as bidding the 
army LOOK TO ME for redress instead 
of foofcittg to THEIR OWN OFFICERS. 
Why, really, 1 do not see,why this should 
hurt gentleman’s feelings so much. 
What harm could it do I What could the 
public or the soldiers learn from any 
speech of Mr. Brougham more about me 
than they know already ? They all know 
very well what I am in jail for ; they well 
remember what 1 said about an account 


which the miitisterial priats published 
about the English Local Mijitia being re¬ 
duced to submit to be ffogged by calling 
in the aid of German troops; they well 
remember, that my crime consisted of 
haviqg written and published upon this 
subject; and they alii well remember what 
1 was seatenved to sufler for this crime. I 


ui^crwent a public trial; the Attomey 
General bad the making of three separate 
speeches against me; one’Judge made a 
speech in charge to the Jury; armther 
Judge made a speech in sentencing. The 
news-papers were kept full of me tmd my 
crime for the best pact of a month ;* from 
the news-papexs I and my crime got into 
^be caricature shops; and, in short, while 
ut jajl myself, ap'tliAise (and*vin’y;,.namer- 
ousthey were), who .were in hopes that I 
was gone to my last home, used every 
means in their power to blacken my ebae 


racter. 


Now, all this being notoriously true ; it, 
being known to every creature’in the 
kingdom, is it suq; a little whimsical, that 
a member o|: the blononrable House slionhj 


think it worth his'while to protest against , 
language Uiat may go out to the public, 
as hidding the army look to me for redress i^ 
Stead tf their queers; to ME> who am in a 
Jail; with snch a thumping sentence, upon 
niy head ? But, there is* hi hH the>pro* 
teiM of this sort, sotnething, which, to me. 
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aHays appears to conrey a very degrad¬ 
ing opinion of the parties to whom the dan¬ 
gerous language is suppostli to be ad¬ 
dressed. As if, in the present distance, 
the soldiers had no judgment of their oxtm ; as 
if they bad neither reason nor feeling, and 
were to be made to believe any thing that 
might he told them, especially if uttered 
in the Houses oi Parliament; as if they 
were, by a sentence or two from 'Mr. 
Brougham, to be induced to take their 
looks off from their officers and to turn 
tiiem towards me for fedress, me, whom 
^tbey have never seen, whom they know 
to hare possessed power insufficient to 
keep'myself out of jail, and whot^ they 
have seen described as every thing that is 
base and contemptible. Surely,"Sir George 
Warrender.might hare trusted, in such a 
case, to the und^^’^t^'^ding of the army ! 
He might surely hafe confided .in their 
taste not to look up to me instead of their 
officers, especially after the repeated as¬ 
surances of Sir Vicary Gibbs, that the 
army despued such writings as mine, and 
held their authors in abhorrence. After 
this, 1 think Sir George Warrender might 
have spared any expression of the wound 
given to his feelings at hearing language 
that tended to induce the army to look up 
to %ne instead of looking up to their own 
officers for redress. “ Indiscreet lan¬ 
guage As if the subject had be^n all 
tinder; as if there had been imminent 
danger in even naming met lest the sol¬ 
diers should hear, or see, my name! 
Really, though sitting here in a jail, 1 can 
hardly help ladghing at the idea. 

General Tarleton, too, did, it seems, 
*' strongly censure the idea of bidding the 
" army of the country look up to Mr. 
*' Coboeit and receive their instructions 
“ from him, as if he could know more of 
" military matters, than those. »ho havq_ 
** spent 4 heir*-lives in'*th\service.” .Not 
more than those, perhaps, wlio have spent 
their lives in the service, but certainly a 
great dcrfl more than many of these, who 
have spent,their lives in pay. 1 was eight 
^ years of my life amongst soldiers, 24 hours 
in the day, for 365 days in each year; and 
how mjiny are there, who have received 
pay for 30 or 40 years, and have not been 
ill real service not one half, no nor one 
eighth part, «f the ume that I was ? No¬ 
thing is easier than for a man to spend his 
life in the servm' and to kiiovrvery little 
about that service. But, what is there in 
the subject before us,*that demands any 
experience in miluary maltmf Flogging 


is no ntilitary matter. If, indeed, the 
tion were, whetfaet* it would be best to 
arm men with swordfs or with muskets; 
or whether they should be taught to move 
in close or in open order: if it were some 
question of this sort, or of any sort exclu¬ 
sively appertaining to the military profes¬ 
sion, then it would be presumption in any 
man, unacquainted with that profession, 
to take upon him to judge and decide. 
But, when the question is merely a ques- 
i tion of humanity > when it relates solely 
to the inflicting of bodily pain ; when the 
parties on whom that pain is inflicted are 
not only our fellow men, but our country¬ 
men, our kindred, our brothers, our sons, 
oar own flesh and blood; surely, when 
such is the nature of the question, it re¬ 
quires no knowledge of military matters to 
justify any one in ofiering Kis opinion upon 
it, and in urging that opinion with all the 
force of which he is master. If we were 
to subscribe to this doetpne of General 
Tarleton, what would be the lot of the sol¬ 
dier ? No man, not a military officer, 
must ever open his lips respecting his 
treatment. See to what this leads. Mili¬ 
tary officers must pass ay|^e laws for the 
governing of soldiers; and, with all our 
present militias and forces of one sort Or 
another, officers appointed by the King, 
and removable at his pleasure, would, at 
all times, have absolute sway over nearly 
one half of the able-bodied men in the 
whole country. The soldiers 5re in a 
pretty slate indeed if no man out of uni¬ 
form must give his opinion .respecting 
their treatment. If they rob upon the 
high-way, or Steal a horse or a sheep, 
there is semebody out of uniform to hang 
them; and, if any man has any thing to 
offer concerning any law to which they 
are amenable, what, in the name of com¬ 
mon sense, is to prevent him from offering 
it And, .if there be danger in this, what 

a stale are we, in altogether ? 

liut, in GeneralTableton’s "strong 
censure" there issomeihing incomprehen¬ 
sible. He censured the idea of bidding 
tiie,array look up to me for mStructions, 
because 1 could know, as be seems to have 
supposed, nothing about military matters. 
Now, supposing the matter in question to 
[ have been a " military matter,” why 
did he pass^ a “ strong censure” ^ Mr. 
Brougham ? *The " army of the coufitry,” 
tas he c*alled the Soldiers, if they did look 
up tff roe for'inStructions at the instigatida 
of Mr. Brougham, would if the Generic 
is right about my inexperience, find me 
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an ignorant man, and would of course 
laugh at me and Mr. Broagham too. 
Therefore, though the observations of Mr. 
Brougham might have calJed forth a smile, 
they, certainly, upon the General’s own 
principle, did not call for such “ strong 
censure,” as we are told he thought it 
consistent to bestow upon them. There 
is, however, in all this, something re¬ 
served ; there is a strange mixture of ap¬ 
prehension and of contempt j a mixture of 
smiles and of grinding the teeth. Tbere^ 
is something very appropriate in the means* 
tiiat were used to prevent what was sup¬ 
posed to be the tendency of Mr. Broug¬ 
ham’s language. He is represented as 
bidding the soldiers look up*to me for redress, 
'This is strongly censured by one member, 
and it wounds the feelings of another. 
Well, what are the means used to prevent 
the soldiers from looking up to me for re¬ 
dress? Why, the soldiers ore bidden not 
to look up to rue for redress, but to look up 
to their own officers for it! To be sure; 
what short of this could be done in such a 
case ? I really wonder, that some of these 
gentlemen, jn the height of their indigna¬ 
tion at the idea <^f the soldiers looking up 
to me, had not proposed a clause in the 
way of prevention. That, indeed, would 
have been to do the thing efiectually ! 

I shall return to this subject hereafter ;• 
fur, 1 am fully convinced, that there i$ 
none of more, nor, indeed, of so much im¬ 
portance, at this moment, andcertainly none 
more proper for free discussion. If there 
were only 1,000 of our countrymen in 
arms, it would become us to feel and to 
express a deep interest in eheir happiness 
and honour; what must it be, then, when 
there are more thaif half a million of them 
subjected to martial law? And, why 
should the press be silent about them any 
more than about men in grey coats ? For 
my own part, if I were to choose amongst 
the diOerent classes of society, I should say, 
that, on every account, the so^ldiers were 
best entitled to all the kindness aad pro¬ 
tection that the press can afibrd them; 
and so, I certain, everj' man will say, 
who duly ^considers the hardships whrch 
they are destirted, by the very nature df 
tbeir calling, to endure. If we have seen 
the soldiers upon the continent indif-. 
ferent to the fate of their country, 
where are we to look for the •reason, ex¬ 
cept in the indifterence which their»coun- 
iry have shown towards them ? Tb» in-, 
famous doctrine preached last wintes, in 
tb« venal prints, that the soldier was 
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placed oat. of the pale of the coostijta- 
tioii, we nl^ilonger hear openly avowed. 
It was too abominable to be tolerated'/dr, 
any length of time; and, 1 feel very con¬ 
fident, that the sort of puaisbment, of 
which so much has now been said, wilt 
not long have a single advocate. It will 
then be wholly abolished; we shall see it 
and hear of it no more; the country will 
feel the benefit; it will not signify a straw 
to whom the merit of the salutary change 
shall belong; but, one thing I will Ven¬ 
ture to predict, and that is, that he, to 
whom that merit will really be due, will 
never be heard to put forward any claim * 
to it. ^ 

GERMAN TROOPS. 

Next in importance to the above sub¬ 
ject, 1 deem that of employing foreign 
troops, and more .espedlally Germans. 
This, too,Is DOW attracting attention ; and, 
certainly, it is high time that it should, 
unless we are come to the pass of abandon¬ 
ing all the principles of government, 
which, for ages, have been cherished in 
this country. On the 10th instant a very 
interesting debate took place in the House 
of Commons, upon motion of Lord Vis¬ 
count Folkestone for a return of the Fo¬ 
reigners now serving in English regiments. 
Some facts and arguments came tbrth in 
this de|i8te, well worthy of the strictest at¬ 
tention. The real state of the pase has 
been hitherto ^veloped in a sort of mys¬ 
tery. The subject, owing to the base sub¬ 
serviency of .the press, and also to the 
muzzled situation of the OWT party, has 
been looked upon as a sort of forbidden 
ground. Scarely any one but myself said 
a word about the matter, and, certainly, 
my fate did not hold .out much encourage¬ 
ment to Olliers to follow my example. 
Besides tips, the impoverishment of the 
Ifiile gentry of the country ,has created 
such *a crowd of Wretched candidites for 
military commissions, that men were 
found re^dy to stoop their necks under 
the command of German OflBcers. So 
that, there seemed, at last, to be no 
hope of Seeing the public aitention s;waken * 
to what, in former times, would have 
stirred the most *sluggish blood in the 
kingdom., ' 

At last, however, the matter is before 
the House of Cpramons, and will now be- 
p:onie pretty well understood. I have in¬ 
serted below the whole ol the Debate, ac¬ 
cording to the fullfst report that 1 have 
betn able to find. I do this, because 1 
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wpuld not expose myeelf M # charge 
T^wr cpreaentation upon a sub^t; which I 
am well kpoifn to have so much^t beaci; 
and also, beeaoae I am quite lati^ed, that 
the time is not distaot, when n will be 
deemed of impottaece to be able tp refer 
to the very words, if possible, which any 
man shall have uttered relating to the em- 
pWnient of these I'roups. 

lUord Folkestone did not, upon tins ocr 
casinn. enter much upon the subject of em¬ 
ploy iflg Foreign'Iroops-goieraMy, butcpm- 
ptained, rinsT, of foreigners being put as 
OJficers i» Eniftisfi rtgiments; second, of 
4.heir being employed as officers on the staff 
in this country; and, THinu, of theiikbeing 
enlisted as soldiers in English regiMnts, even 
in prfference t^natives. 1 shall police each 
of these points in due order. 

,As to Phe first, the appointing ''of 
Germans to bt ofii(^ers in iinglish re¬ 
giments, his Lordship complained of it 
as a gross insult to Englishmen, and also 
as a violation of law. He wished to 
get at the number of Officers thus ap¬ 
pointed ; he wished to have a return, In 
which the people of England might sec 
to wbat extent the native soldiers 
were put under the command of these 
Germans. He mentioned one particu¬ 
lar, and very striking instance, namely, 
the appointment of a Mr. QUENTIN to 
he a Lteiiienani Colonel of the 1‘rmce of 
Ifaks^s own regiment, the lOth Light Dra¬ 
goons. ‘This was, indeed, well worthy of 
attcution ^ for, this man is* in fact, the 
head Commander of that regiment, be¬ 
cause, as every one must well know, the 
Prince himself is never present with the 
reg'iment; and, of course, cannot com- 
niand it. In answer to this particular 
subject of complaint. Colonel Palmeb, 
who is the other Lieut. Colonel of the 
Prince’s regiment (for there are two), is 
reported to have pas^sed a high*eulogiun* 
upon his colleague, siaicng him to die a 
sueriiorious officer, and that he had inuo- 
duced gq^t improvements in the art qf riding. 
T'n thiis ^Sjr Fbancis BunDETX* replied, 
that he supposed, that these talents of 
mridi^g mastisr might have been obtained 
iVoat this German without giving bim 
the cmnnfiand of Englishmen. Ain^ in¬ 
deed, who can believe otherwise? The 
value of tricks and capers anil showy 
movements in horsemanship is very ques¬ 
tionable ; but, If there be any yalue in 
them, does the fcader believe, that they 
might not be obtain^ed at dstl^'s in as 
great perfectiem as Iront this QvEhTiNt ? 


Quentin is, tpoi let it bn h|)Served, seniur 
in (simroand td Colone) Palmer. Hw is 
Colonel Palma’s superior offiber. . He can 
order him to do what he pleases- He J*f 
in short, his immediate amtutander; and, 
when we add to this consideration, the 
fact, that it must have been the Prince who 
chose Quentin, we shall not be likely to 
form an erroneous judgment upon the 
whole, or any pan, of this case. To be 
sure, one cannot help adfnning the sub'^ 
ordination, the truly military subcrdina' 
tiqn, evinced ioThe conduct of Colonel 
Palmer, who not only serves under this 
German, but who really seems to have 
sought an opportunity of proclaiming the 
fact to the cour.try, and of paying his 
court to the German and his patrons by 
eulogizing the quaiitiqs of the former, and, 
of course, by justifying the choice of the 
latter. The Prince’s regiment wear Whis¬ 
kers, and have, in all respects, I believe, a 
German dress. 1 wonder whether Colonel 
Palmer himself wears vJhiskers f To be 
sure he is the best judge of his own 
capacity; but, I should have thought 
him full as fit to command a regiment of 
horse as the German. At any rate, if 
Colonel Palmer be conscious of his own 
inleriority to this German, it dues not fol¬ 
low that no other Englishman was to b« 
found of superior pretensions. We have a 
half pay list, which costs us about 200,000/. 
a year, which at Ss. a day for each officer, 
which is about the avetage of. the half 
pay, makes the number of half pay officers 
amount to nearly 4,000! And, in a list 
like this (a little army, really !) is it to be 
believed, that men as good as this German 
were not to be found ? There are hun¬ 
dreds and hundreds of«Englisb ofiicers, of 
all ranks, begging to be put upon service. 
This is notorious; and, wdiile this is the 
case, we see these men receiving half pay 
for doing nothing, and Germans brought 
in to fill the posts which our own officers 
are so desiroas.of filling. There is an ob¬ 
jection jo. the employment of these people 
in this way, which 1 shall mention by- 
and-by, as it applies equally to the three 
beiads of complaint. 

^ The Second head pf complaint, namely, 
the employing of Germans on the Staff, 
m this country, brought forth some inter¬ 
esting matter. Lora Folkestone stetu/d, 
that, in several instauces. German Officei;^ 
had been emplnyesl on tbt^ Stafil' 
Eagland. ,H(v roentioned Smion Box- 
TEN^uaen nmi his Ain i>£ w|li» 

had 0% 4^^ 
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wd who wtre aow in Cfttiadn.. He also 
loen^oped BAKON LiNsiNesMy who is now 
in the Intern district, stationedf l helieve, 
in. tl)e town of Ijmuick, whence an address 
was sent tp the Regent, thwnki^ him for rv 
Qppaintiiis the Jhike qf York, He noticed 
other instances, and, ki bis speech in 
reply, he observed, tliat one of the Ger¬ 
man Officers, who bad had a Staff com¬ 
mand in Ireland, was the very person, he 
believed, who negociated with the Frettch 
General that dUgracefid capitulation, by 
which Hanover was, without a singled 
blow, surrendered to the enemy. 5 This 
last is a very curious fact. 1 regret that 
Lord Folkestone did not name this person ; 
for, in such cases it is impossible to be too 
particular. We should have had the name 
of the man, who, after having been the im¬ 
mediate instrument of the surrender of 
Hanover,hnd been selected by our govern¬ 
ment to have the command of a district in 
tb is kingdom, and, of course, to have 
under him several native corps, many na* 
live officers, and even some native generals. 
We should have had the name of this man. 
If this fact be correct (and Lord li^lkeatoiie 
is not apt to deal in loose reports) it is 
one that ought to be fully investigated. 
What ! the very man, who was the instru¬ 
ment in surrendering Hanover without a 
blow ; the very man who negociated that 
convention by which that country and the 
people were given up to the mercy of the 
French, and by which the Hanoverian 
army bargained that the French should 
make the people pay them for some time 
qfter they had laid down their arms; that 
roan, that very man, appointed to com¬ 
mand a district in this kingdoiji! Pray, 
iny lord, let us havf the nameoi' this man! 

-With respect to Baron Rottsnburch, 

nothing was said in answer to Lord Folke¬ 
stone. Indeed, nothing could be said; 
for. the fact was notorious; and, unless the 
intention of putting Germans ^er us was 
openly avowed, it was impossible to oiler 
any thing in the way of justihcatlon.—.^— 
For the employing of Bakon Linsincen 
upon the Staff in the Eastern Pistrict, Ix>rd 
Palmerston, the Secretary at War, mSde 
an excuse in this way : he said, that the 
Baron had only the mperitumdence qf a 
Ifepot. How long has this been the case.^ 
JUml Folkestone said, that the Baron was 
now, or had been, one of thedenerals on, 
the ttafi' in that District. In theeArmy 
last for February 1812, published b>aii- 
IhorUy, the generals on th» Stajf, t;om- 
in thf Eastern District of Eng- 
iabd, stand thus: 


Dieet. 6 iHieral......I.nrd ChatUam- 

Lieut. Pfoeral......Baron Linsiaf in. 

Lieut. ;:^^im^i^ai...*..H. nr. IHaitland^ 
Miyor ©eheral...... Williams. 

Major General.W. Boherts. 

Major General,Hon. W. Stewart. 

Major General..Montgomerie. 

Major General..,...Acland- 
Major General.., ■. .Hawker. 

Here, then, we se© the GeroiftB Baron 
cottd zu coinmand of a whole district of Eng¬ 
land, consisting of Jive Counties, and h&ving 
no less than seven .English Generals under 
him. But, Lord Palmerston says tlie 
Baron has only the superiiitendenoe of a* 
depot. No, iny lord K How comes it, 
then, that he has an aide de cawp ? He 
has one, and that one is a Captain Idnnn- 
I’m too, and, of course, they are both paid 
as upon the stuff, besides their‘regimental 
pay. If Lord Chatl^am is, at any time, 
absent,* dbes not Linsingen take the com¬ 
mand To be sure he does, else why is 
he placed second incomnand in the Eastern 
District. This is the way inwhich hianame 
has been published to the people of Eng¬ 
land for the last three or - four years. 
What! Has this Army List no meaning ? 
Or is it a List of falsboodsi But, to come 
to the point. Lord Chatham, I mean John 
Earl of Chatham (to use the Marlborough 
phrase), was,, as we all well know, absent 
from his command in the summer of 1809, 
and, I assert, that Baron Linsikg^^n com¬ 
manded all the troops in the District dur¬ 
ing that absence ; that all reports were 
m^e to him; that he reviewed the regi~ 
ments ; and, in short, that hu took the place 
of Lord Chatham, in every respect, as 
Commander iu Chief of that District. 
This I distinctly assert upon the authority 
of those who served in the District during 
the time referred to, who were reviewed 
by Linsiimen, and who saw the Order of 
Lord Chatham puttijig the Qistrict under 
the German BaiWn^s command. That re¬ 
view ! Oh, bow that review stuck in the 
stomach of one gentleman that 1 knew 1 
To be sure, it was a thing to.feel; an 
English gentleman in a Regiment of Mi¬ 
litia reviewed, that is to say, exaTqmed as* 
to fitness for battle, approved of or disap- 
proved qf, by a Hanoverian 1 This was a 
thing to feel; but, then, the feeling was 
not a feeling to he mothered by an English 
Gentleman. 

The Third subject of complaint, that i$i 
the eulistmerU of fore^ers in our oton regi- 
tnem, brought to .light this very curious 
l^ti that, whjlantany of our regiments 
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were enUtting Gemaos, ts^i cmi theprU 

sons, and especially the PrinCe d Wales's 
own Regiment, tlw lOth Light Diragoons, 
while this was going ok, nierf was an 
order existing in this very regiment, NOT 
TO ENUST ANY IRISHMEN! — 
When you have taken time to swell, 
reader; when you have collected your¬ 
self again, hear the story out. Colonel 
Palmer, who had stood forward as,the 
champion of the appointment of his Ger¬ 
man ‘colleague, Quentin, was called upon 
by Mr. Rennet to say, " uffiy foreigners 
•‘ were taken into the lOih regiment in prtfe- 
rcB« to Irishmen V* " Is,” said Mr. 
Bennet, ” such an indignity to be put 
" upon the Irish people, that they are to 
" be considered as unfit to ««erve their 
” country ? This'n, really, something be* 

“ yond hiftnau patience to bear.”-;- 

Colonel PALMEk is said, by the reporters, 
to have answered in a very low teme ^ voice. 
And well he might, finding it necessary, 
as he appears to have done, to apologize 
for the regulation complained of. He 
said, that the reason for the regulation 
was, that the Irish were so much given 
to deiert, and it was so .difiicult to catch 
them again. His expressions having been 
mis-stated in one of the reports iii the news¬ 
papers, where he was made to say, that 
great numbers of the Irish, deserted m t/<e 
enemy, be, the next day, in his place made 
an explanation, of which the following is 
the fullest report that I have been able to 
find. I take it from the Morning Chroni¬ 
cle, and I beg leave to solicit the reader’s 
attention to eaery word of it, as I cannot 
help looking upon it as relating to a mat¬ 
ter, which will not and which cannot re¬ 
main long without producing something 
or other in the way of remedy. His words, 
as reported, were these : “ Coi. Palmer 
slated his anxiety to correct a^piisrepre- 
" sentation h.e was soTy to have seen id 
“ the PSpers; of what hi^was repotted to 
" have stated in answer to the assertion, 
"that antorder had been issue;d to his 
•' Royal Highness the Prince Regent’s re- 
" giraent to exclude the admission of IrUh- 
men.,. Being aware that there were some 
" grounds for such statement, he did not at 
" the time take on hidlself to cmiradict 
fully; but that be was now epablcd to 
" sttite, from the highest authority, that fto 
" order of the kind had ever been issued. He 
" admitted that the recruiting oificers had. 
" received instructions from the Comrnand- 
" ing Officer, Coionel, Quentin, to enlist 
•' Englishmen in pr^cncc to Irish, and if 


** my blame was to be aitacbed io him'for 
this, he begged, as far as^ bis own’opi* 
*'hion Went of the propriety, to take Ais 
" share. That be had not stated, as re- 
" ported, that his objection had been on 
” account of ihe Irish deserting* to the cne- 
" my ; on the contrary, no one was more 
"convinced than himself, in common, hs 
" believed, with every other British officer, 
" if the leyaiiy, ctmre^e, and fddi^ if the 
" Irish. What he did state wasi that the 
" description of Irish they met with in this 
country were liable to desert, which was a 
" reason for objecting to them; and to 
" prove that his regiment entertained no 
" national prejudice, they objected, in the 
" the same manithr, to various classes of 
" their own countrymen; to all Londoners 
" and tnhahitanls of manufacturing towns, 
" and confined their recruits to that class 
" of persons brought up to agricultural 
" pursuits; for they found that irishmen, 
" and those of their own country who were 
*' not in early life accustomed to the care 
" of horses, made bad grooms; and thought 
" the best infantry were objectionable, as 
" cavalry. He therefore trusted, iliese 
" rea.sons would clear his regiment of all 
" suspicion of the motive which had been 
" attributed to it; and he would add, that 
" tills system was not confined (as had 
been .stated) to his •wn regiment and the 
]5lh, but that it was pursued^y every 
" English cavalry regiment in the service. 
" He would only add, to prove that he 
" never objected to Irishmen who were 
" well recommended, and still le.ss that he 
prferred foreigners, that the'number of 
" Irish then in-the regiment exceeded that 
" of all foreigners; anti that the amount of 
"the latter did not discecd 30 out of a 
" complement of nearly 900. He eon- 
" eluded by observing, that it w'as an un- 
" pleasant subject, and that he should not 
" have taken a part in the debate of last 
" night, tia'd he not been called upon to do 
“Justice to a brother Officer, than whom he 
" believed there was not a more deserving in 
" the service, and to whom that credit for 
" its appearance and disciplitie? which he 
" trusted was not unworthily beiitowed on 

"‘the regiment, was due.**' -Bless iis! 

What, were you copipril®*! the 

praise to your German superior! Not al¬ 
lowed to keep a single word for yourself! 

- — Here afc some curious points in this 
explatfetion. It was-not an ORDER 4o 
the Regiment not to enlist Irishmen ; it was 
onl^ an INSTRUCTION to the recruiting 
Officers! Only that ; huh pray, Colnnel 
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Pafmiltfr, what is the Hfferamf In n-hat 
othwvfjiy cotiltf the prohibition hare been 
madef To have told the reg^ent any 
, thing about the matter would have been 
nonsense. The effectoal way to keep out 
the Irish was .to order or instruct (it is all 
the same) the recruiting officers not to eniist 
Ir&h. To be sure; because, if they en¬ 
listed no Irish, there would be no Irish in 
the regiment. This is as clear as day¬ 
light.-But, then, it was not a plan for 

shutting out the Irish altogether: it was 
merely a plan for prtferring the Englak to 
the Irish. Now what does this mean ? Does 
it mean, that when there were two men 
just alike in all other rejects, presented 
themselves, the one an Englishman and 
the other an Irishman, the former was to 
be preferred ? Colonel Palmer post know, 
that no such case can ever have been con¬ 
templated ; and, in fact, that the imtruc- 
tions permitted the officers to enlist Eng¬ 
lishmen but not Irishmen ; which brings 
the real state of the case to just what it 
was before.——Well, but, one of the rea¬ 
sons not!) is, that the Irish, who cmne to 
this country,*are bad grooms, not having 
been brought up in agricultural pursuits. 
What! why the Irish who conic to Eng¬ 
land have almost all of them been brought 
up to those very pursuits. The Colonel 
certainly knows little about the hardy 
sons of Erin, who come hither to assist us 
in getting in our hay and ourcorn, and to 
make our “roads and canals. There are 
several counties in England, w'here the 
.harvests could not be got in without the 
assistance of the Irish labourers; and ibis 
is so notorious that I am alihost ashamed 

to state it.-That^ reason is done for, 

then. And what is the nextThat the 
Irish are liable to desert. Are they so ? 
Why, then, if that be a good reason, it is 
good for all other regiments as well as 
yours, and then we ought to have no Irish 
at all in the .service. But, do* not the 
Germans desert ? Do you hot recollect 
how many of them were taken outfit sea 
in boats, going from that very coast where 
your regiment now is ? And, certainly, 
going with an intent to land upon the 
enemy’s shores.^ Are not Irishmen as good* 
as these ? You talk of't the loyalty;^cou* 
" rage, nni fidelity” of the Irish. Now, if 
this be their character, how is H possible, 
that they could have been excluded 
from the Prince’s ov«^n regiment otf ac¬ 
count of their proneness to desert, whfch 
cahnot take place without' a known 
breach of an oath of fidelity ? Accord¬ 


ing to yhtir explanation, 
veryfai^ki people ; bat are 
guilty of AreoeAa of faith 1 Very f&hj^f 
every Britilib officer will say that, but tbtf' 
Prince will not enlist them, because they 
are apt to break their oaths qf fidelity! 

These Irish must be a curious people__ 

Oh! but, beg pardon! It wgs not the 
Prince, it was not the Colonel of the regi¬ 
ment, who gave these instructions to the 
recruiting officers to enlist Englishmen in 
,preference to Irishmen; it Was the senior 
Lieutenant Colonel Qoeintin, the identi¬ 
cal German, whom we have been before 
speaking of; he it was who gave these in¬ 
structions about the Irish ; he it was who 
found them liallie to desert; he it was who ' 
fixed this mdtk upon a third part of the 
population of this kingdom. Yes, but you 
are ready to participate with him in any 
blame tl]a^ may be attached to the act. 
This is very generous in you; and, you 
cannot blame the Irish if they take you at 
your word. But, did this order, or instruc* 
tion, fixing such a stigma upon the Irish ; 
did it really proceed originally from your 
German superior } Did it, bodk fide, lake 
its start from his brain ? The regulations 
for enlisting into a regiment are amongst 
its most important concerns. I am of opi- 
nion, that it seldom happens, that a Lieut. 
Colonel will talee upon him to establish so 
important a regulation as that which we 
are speaking of. Surely the Prince most 
have been apprized of its existence in his 
regiment.——Of this more another time. 

A t'ets! words now about the foreigners in 

the regiment.-Colonel Palmer tells us, 

that there are not now above. 30 in the 
regiment. It was observed in my last, 
that the Germans who had been enlisted 
from the prisons, after the inquiry first 
made by Lord Folkestone were said to 
have been djismmed. There are, however, 

3(f in the regiment n*w, it saems, ,and I 
should'like to kno\f how many of them are 
non commissioned officers. Colonel Palmer 
says, that he never hue preferred Ibreigners 
to irishmen. What does he mean by 
this He takes his share, he says, of the 
instructions given to the retjruiting Of- * 
fliers, and, in those instructions, Irishmen 
are forliiilden to be enlistid; while neither 
he nor any. one can deny, that the regi¬ 
ment has, and recently too, enlisted fo¬ 
reigners ; and, that if there be not now 
:|l)ove a hundred in the regiment, the pre¬ 
vention is not to be attributed to the Of¬ 
ficers commanding, but to the inquiry of 
Lord Folkestone upon the report of the 
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mbm Secf«t«ry^ of 

VTar cQi^i*^ Ibpk ihero^^^w^ i»eQ 
wbo^ ImkI been ree«i}t)y out ef 

^pritumt mio f^ Bmce's T«^««ici%«taiing> in 
the VRiy of opoWyj tbat^ they were Ger- 

Lord Follieelone meutioned the 
oeiy. ttoinher^ 1 IS. ru eentare lo say, 
ili: wte not far h-om being correct. Was 
fiot this pteferting Germans to Iriskmn ? 
Ih was very natur^ for Mr. Stuemiu^io |»re> 
^ them ; but, sorely, Colonel Palraef, it 
^tdnoi so natural lor you ; and yet, you 
are ready to take a share in all the blame, 
if any, atnicbed to this {>reference !•—— 

* But, Lionel Pal mer say s, that be has never 

an irish recruit who was tawi/recoim- 
mtnded! Wbatl ]a it th||[pustooi then to 
get recommendfUkms vriih io strro in 
the army ? Bgad, this is something new. 
1 Utought^ for my part, that there was a 
system of kidaaj^it^ and sttbstuuiim and 
jlb»^ going on. How things must have 
changed since. I was out in the world! 
Bttt, come. Colonel Palmer, let us put this 
to the teat. Did you, 1 pray, getrecom- 
mmdaiioiu with the Germans taken out of 
the Prisons } Who gave them their recom- 
mendatioos ? Who was sponsor fcr them ? 
Or, was it a sufficient recommeoda» 
tion, that they, though recently found in 
Buonaparte's pay, and though now will> 
ing to take our pay, wese of the same 
country with Colonel Guentin, who did 
not likf Irishwen because they were liable 
to desert f Besides, who w^s to assure you 
and your colleague that these Germans 
were bred up to agriauUure f But, it is, 
really^ too disgusting w topic to pursue: 
it is too flagrant: shame for one's country 
warms the cheek as the ink drops from 
the pen. > 

In my next I shall notice the arguments 
made use of by the becretary of War and 
Mr. Perceval in justification ojf the i»ea> 
sures of Hfbicb Lord Folkestone coiii* 
plainetl. 1 shall dismitis the subject for 
present, with once more requesting the 
reader ^ go through the whole the fob 
Ibwing dehtue. 

W«. COBBETT. 

• Sta^fi Prison, Newgate, 
pride^iMth March, 1812 . 


FOREIGN TROOPS. 

Debate, ^ the House of Commons, on Tues¬ 
day, the lOth tf March, 1812. ' 

Loan Folkestone^ said, that be rose 
pursuant to notice, to make bis motion re- 


^meting foreigners employed in tutr ser¬ 
vice. They consisted of three clfss^: 
1st, Foreign Officers in oiir regiments,!-- 
2d,Privates enlisted into difiereat corps^^ 
and 3d, Officers appointed to the Staflu 
He would not say positively that more 
foreign troops were employed by his Ma¬ 
jesty thau could be justified by law j he 
could not, however, help feeling some jea¬ 
lousy when he recollected, that at the pe¬ 
riod of the breaking out of the war only 
five thousand were in our service, though 
the increaw now amounted to SO,U.OO ; 
and he must remark, that the several acte 
of parliament which had been passed on 
this subject, justified him in expressing a 
^doubt, whether*^ by the old law the King 
was authorised to employ foreigners in bis 
army. The 34tb Goo. III. empowered 
the King to enlist foreigners, subjects to 
the late King of France. The Stub and 
4()th enabled bis Majesty to receive into 
his pay certain Dutch ships, and to give 
commissions to Dutch'officers. If, then, 
it was necessary that the authority of Par¬ 
liament should have been asked on these 
occasions, it was a strong presumption thm. 
no such power existed in the King by the 
old law of the land. On this subject, 
however, be would state no opinion, but 
must look with all the anxiety felt by our 
ancestors on the great increase of foreign 
'troops. If these troops were to be called 
home into this country from that service 
in which they were now, no doubt, most 
meritoriously engaged, he supposed, in¬ 
deed, that the House wofild be required to 
pass an indemnity on those'who should 
advise the measure; but he, himself, could 
not be pleased at the prospect of an army 
of 30,000 foreigners f esiding in this coun¬ 
try. They were, in fact, a complete 
army ; consisting of cavalry, infantry, ar¬ 
tillery, engineers, and a general staff, to¬ 
gether with the whole equipment which 
lornis an '^rroy. The 4f)ih of the King did 
not justify the employnient of foreigners 
to suuh- an extent. That act enabled his 
Majesty to employ foreign ofiicers in fo¬ 
reign corps, because it was justly thought, > 
that the discipline and comfort of soldiers 
would be promoted by the superiotend- 
ance .of officers speaking the same lan¬ 
guage, and professing the same habits.. 
This, however, he conceived, did not jus¬ 
tify the d^egation to them of Uie authoi- 
rity wf Generals; and he was quite sore, 
tha£ it didfUni authorise the appointment 
of ^German Generals to the ataff in tbis 
country. He had examined the army 
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Uiit, and foaitd that t&«re w«f one (Baron sion into oia^^ natire rojgiin^itfif and 
Ltnaeitgefl} #tio had Ihe ceaiaamd in tiie though-qaahfied .ibr the nditii 
Eaatern district, not only oaw Greitnaa tary reject!^ froin a 

troof>a> bnV over Britiih, aiiraamong others, lousy his (Lord F.f«} 

over the Prince’s regiment. There were mind jpeffiw All such jealottt 

several other appointments of foreign of* feelings and scmples had, however, now 
ficers, some in Kent, and some in Ireland, subsided : there was scarcely a Gazette 
He was aware that there was no express whicb did not stale the promotion of some 
Act of Parliament forbidding such ap» foreign officer into one of our own corps, 
poiotmeiits, but be would prove from one The Gazette of last wpek, for instance, 
instance, how great a contempt of law had contained the appointmeot of a German 
been exhibited. There was a corps (the Officer (a Co/. Suentinj to a commission 
60th regiment) which was allowed to be in the 10th Hussars. Ought our troops 
filled up by foreigners. An Act bad passed ' so to be Germanized ? Too rauefa endea* 
in the 29th year of Geo. II. vrhich per- vour was made lothis efteet, by the intro¬ 
mitted foreign IVotestants, who had ’ re- duction of German officers and men too, 
sided several years in this country, to be He had beard that great numbers of Oer- 
employed to officer the borps raised in, man prisoners were taken out of confine- 
Maryland and Pennsylvania, the inhabi- ment, and sent to fill up the ranks of dif- 
tants of which were Quakers; to these, ferent regiments; and bad heard at tpe 
after taking the proper oaths, commissions same time, what lie hoped was utterly un- 
were given. But the case was widely founded^ that in the I Oih regiment of Dra- 
difierent from the present. They were goons, into which Germans were unbesi- 
for the defence of America, and not of our tatingly admitted, there existed a regula- 
own country. They had resided seven lion to admit no Irishmen. He had seen in 
years in the kingdom, and were Protes- the Nottingham papers lately, that orders 
tants; their number amounted only to were issued to the military to disperse any 
50, the number of engineers to 20; and persons whom they saw congregated for a 
it was expressly ordered, that they should felonious purpose, without waiting for far- 
be commanded by a native officer,—not iher directions from tlie Magistrates; he 
by a foreigner, though made a denizen, or would say nothing of the capacity of sol- 
naturalized. After some years, on ac- diers to form a discriminating opinion 
count of the good conduct of this corps, it • concerning felonious intention : be under- 
was enacted by the 3d Geo. HI. that of-* stood that the Magistrates had acted on 
ficers who had served two years in this the authority of the doctrine laid down 
corps should be considered as neural sub- by Lord Mansheld at the time of the riots, 
jecls; still they were to have no places that the character of the citizen was not 
of trust. Tlje 39th and 40th of the King mei'ged in that of-the soldier ; and that, 
did away these restrictions and limitations, therefore, soldiers as citizens*might imme- 
wilh one exception, which v^as, that those diately abate a riot. But how did this 
officers should not ^erve except in Ame- spp^y t® Germans, should such an order 
rica. In direct violation, however, of have been issued to troops composed of 
this provision,—in the very teeth of the foreigners ? It was, indeed, the wise po- 
statute,—he found that an officer (Barm licy of our ancestors, that the soldier 
Hottenburf^h) who belonged to this regi- should be ^parated as little as possible 
ment, had at difierent times bepn vested from the citizen, and *for thati reaspn no 
with several staff appointments in this barracirs were established. How much 
country: that he had under’him a staff- must their wise jealou.sy on thi.s head have 
officer, a foreigner; and that theft was been increased, it liiey could have seen 
now at the foreign depot at Lymington, a whole depots of foreigners, who ■have no 
staff officei' of this regiment. The fir^t habits, no opinions, no sentiments of li- ^ 
mentioned officer was, indeed, at present berty in common with themselves !» The 
employed in Canada, and did not, there-’ noble lord then alluded to the late argu- 
fore, now come under his objection ; but ment in the Exchequer Chamber, in the 
he had heretofore been frequently em- case of Sk' Francis Burdett, where the 
ployed contrary to the tenour the above counsel who complained that the warram 
statute.—He now came to foreigners em- of the Speaker was enforced by a troop of 
ployed in our own native corps. He had dragoons, was interrupted by ^e Chief 
heard a case of a voung Gentleman ■'^ho Justice of the Common Pleas, who stated? 
several years ago had applied for adrdis- that the old prejudices on this he^ were 



Jit] tut 

Aod PW6|nift6d the doCtrin* of Conn ItoUERStoM taid, thirt<l» ^ilhia 
Lord Mansfieid thii « golftier was stiii a always ready to meet the gener»i qoestbn 
citiaeft. The noble lord then idrerted to aimut the propriety of enlisting foreigners 
the case of the men latelyttried and con- in oor service,- in the present situation of 
yicted at Honetnotigeir lane: 4ie did not Europe. At present, liovrevcr,thequeS” 
say that they were not properly tried and tien turned on the Acts'bf the 44>th and 
condemned, or that it would not be just the 46ih of the King, and he could hardly 
to execute them; still he thought that it conceive that the Noble Lord (Ijord 
would be monsU'ous to hang our own sub- Folkestone) had read those acts with at- 
jecls for desertion, at the very time when tention, or it would hardly seem possible 
We were employing every lure to*entice to him that he should have put such a 
foreigners to enter our service. Before construction on them. The Act of the 
he concluded, he could not omit tnention- 46th, respecting the enlistment of foreign- 
ing the recent appointment of Coant ers, expressly says, “ that it shall be law- 
JduHster (though it was not immediateily ful for such persons to enlist as soldiers 
connected with the present su^ect) to in the army, and accept commissions; 
manage the property of the King. , His and also, that it shall be lawful to grant 
Majesty had been empowered by Act of -each commissiofts, provided always that 
Pariiarnent to purchase freehbld and other such officers should not be entitled to half- 
descriptioji of property : how far this was pay on the reductitfn of the regiment in 
consistent with the constitution was no which they held commissions.” It being, 
part of the present argumentt|ie taxes therefore, lawful to give commissions to 
of this property were ordered to be paid such officers, why should they be prevent- 
out of the Civil List. Three Commission- ed, if they displayed military talents, from 
ers had been appointed,—Master Simeon, rising in time, so as to belong to the staff 
Count Munster, and Col. Taylor. He was either abroad or at home?. The officer 
not much of a lawyer, but the mass of who had been alluded to did not command 
lawyers on the other side must surely the Eastern district, but commanded only 
know that an alien could not purchase at the depot of the German Legion. He 
lands. On this, however, be would say saw nothing in this contrary to the provi- 
nothing; but would mention merely, that sioiis of the Act by which the 60lh Rcgi- 
the taxes arising out of this properly must ment was raised. As to the argument of 
be paid out of the Civil last, now in the -soldiers not losing their quality of citizens, 
bands of the Regent; and, moreover, it ^because they were soldiers, or the impro- 
should-be remembered that this commis- priety of German soldiers interfering in 
sion, of which ’the Gernvan Count was the suppression of riots, or prevention of 
part, were sworn to secrecy. He would felonies, Re would say, that any foreigner 
merely ask whether these circumstances, residing in this country', not being a sol- 
togetiicr witif the existence of a German dier, would have a most undoubted right 
corps, a •German army in our service, were to interfere in* preventing the commission 
not sufficient to awaken all the jealousy of a felony. The Noble liOrd had dwelt 
felt by our ancestors ? The noble lord con- a good deal on the Act of Settlement, but 
eluded by moving ibr returns of all per- that act was passed under feelings very 
sons, botn out of England, Scotland, aiid different from those which now prevail. 
Ireland, not of British parents* who were At that time, when the revolution had 
emplo.ycd jn the Btriiish forces except in been recently effected, and there were not 
the foreign corps. * 20,000 native troops, it was natural to feel 

Colonel Palmer, in a very low tone of some jealousy'towards a foreign King, and 
voice, bore testimony to the merits and some f^arthat he would be naturally par- 
services* of the German Officer who had tial to those troops, and might use them 
. been principally alluded to ('Co/. Sweniin.j against the liberties of the tbflntry. He ‘ 
Sir •John Sebright thought, that in believed that no man alive could entertain 
consideration ol our population, it might a*ny such jealousies or fears at the present 
not be improper to havfe foreigners in our day. The siluatiou of affairs at home and 
service; but then there were psoper regi- abroad were very different from what it 
njents appointed for foreigners to enlisi in. was in those days. There were many' 
British troops could alw^s be depended who conceTved that we should take les- 
upon without foreign officers; and h» sons ffom the military policy of Buoiia- 
thought it would rather tend to break par(&: bu^ did he hesitate to take fo- 
down their spirits to have foreign officers reigners iiud his service ? Did not he,-oa 
put over their heads. 
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(bfi 4»ntftry^ fpfce the Spaniards into 
.DpBmark, and tb'e Italians apd Germans 
into Spain? Did he not make the popn- 
lation of the countries be’ conquered the 
chief instrument of farther conquests ? To 
follow his example, or indeed to act with 
prudence in the present state of Europe, 
we, too, should not refuse the aid of fo¬ 
reigners, especially of those who have a 
common cause with us. The feelings of 
the country had changed very much on 
this subject in the course of the last cen< 
tury. No man could ^ now apprehend 
danger to our liberties from a foreign^ 
force, which- by law cannot exceed 
lb,000 men, and of which, in fact, the 
greater part were always on foreign ser¬ 
vice. Those prejudices,* which might b^j 
very right above » century ago, would 
now be misplaced. There would certainly 
be some obj.^ction to a return of the names 
of ofticers, as many of them had connec¬ 
tions abroad who might be brought into 
jeopardy; but as to the mere numbers, 
he saw no such objection. As for the few 
individuals who were scattered in other 
corps, they were hardly worth speaking of. 

Sir John^Newport was surprised that 
the Noble Lord (Lord Palmerston) could 
have understood the Act of the 44lh of the 
King, in the manner that be had stated it. 
He then read the preamble of that Act, 
which dwelt entirely on raising foreiga 
regiments and battalions, and giving coiii'P 
missions to the OHicers serving therein ; 
and from this preamble, which was always 
considered the key of a statu^, he in¬ 
ferred, that it was impossible that the law 
could have contemplated the giving com¬ 
missions to foreigners, except in those 
foreign battalions or regiments. , If they 
mighteiilisi in any nhinber in our other re¬ 
giments we might, in time, have a German 
army instead of an English army. When 
the great Lord Chatbani came to the ad¬ 
ministration, he found thiscountr)" relying 
on foreign troops tor its protection ; but it 
was his, pride and glory -to send away 
those foreigners, and teach Englishmen to 
depend upon their own courage for their 
defence, in ’so doing, he added conside¬ 
rably 10 the strength of the country, in¬ 
stead of wt akeding it. * 

Mr. Coubtrnay mgjntained, that the 
times were so completely changed since 
the pas-iiiig of the Act of Settlement, that 
those jealousies which aiighi*then have 
been I'ea-onable were now absurd. • 

SiH Francis Buudett was at a loA to 
know iu what manner he should addsess 


the Ho»«« upon tbia vapKject, . -Ibe 
seiitimeiitswhic^ he hitfaertp soppoaj|^.,ia* 
contrnv«rt»|Me'~’Rll the maxims 
vered’by our ancestors, were now, a/|i it 
should seem, exploded, and considered 
obsolete. He felt himself so deficient in 
the modern lore of constitotioiial doctrine^ 
that he should be obliged to recur to the 
obsolete notions of our ancestors upon this 
subject. In this new era he was hardly 
suiprised that some gentlemen should 
have imagined that the jealousy of foreign 
troops was a feeling only excited our 
ancestors by the circumstances of the re¬ 
volution ; but he was prepared to shew 
the Noble Lord (Lord Palmerston) that * 
this was not the case; but that, however 
obsolete it might now seem, it was an an¬ 
cient genuiae English feeling, coeval with 
our constitution. He would trace this 
feeling much farther back th^n the date 
ofthe Act of Settlement ;• and in one of 
those obsolete Acts from which he drew 
his ideas of the constitution, he meant 
Magna Cbarta, it would be found, that 
there was such a jealousy of about 2,000 
foreign troops in the service of the King, 
that this was one of the special grievances 
which the people, in open arms against 
theirsovereign,required and insisted should 
be redressed, and the foreigners were con¬ 
sequently discharged. If we came down 
to the great esa of struggle and difficulty, 
the reign of the Stuarts, and particularly 
of Charles I.—if we 'looked at the. history 
and the debates of the year 1641, we 
should find that the employment of foreign 
trobps was one of the principal charges 
made against that King, >who, by the 
courtesy of the present day, was called 
the Martyr, but who appeared to him to 
be a martyr to nothing but his own perti¬ 
nacity, and love of power. In talking of 
the difficulties of the present times, it was 
the custogi to exaggerate greatly the 
fJower of the enemy:with whom tye are 
contehding, and to underrate the means of 
defence which the native spirit of the 
country i| capable of furnishing. He be¬ 
lieved, indeed, that the war in which we 
are now engaged was unjust in its begin¬ 
ning; and that it was conducted with so ' 
little ability, that it bad been unfortunate 
in its results; but'^he did not think that 
the counU^y was reduced to the necessity 
of looking to foreign troops for its defence. 
He thought that the period of the reforma¬ 
tion in the reign of Queen Elizabeth was ■ 
A period of at least as much difficqlty and 
danger as the presrut time. That Sove- 



relgii W eo^9# wit** cttiii* 

partti^dy more fkiw ‘White sht' 

fras attacfted by the 
then in the heigbi hf iis ool * * fhr 'ajnily 
of the Guises, who ti«' - m France, 
wel'e also Her enemies. Ireland was in 
a state still more 'disturbed than she is at 
p^sent; and Scotland was separated from 
England. Although all those powers 
wefts directed against England alone, 
Qween Elizabeth did not appeal ^ fo* 
reigi^ers for the defence of the realm ; but 
^ enlisting the hearts of the people of 
England on her side (%ear, hear,) she was 
able with them atone to triumph over all 
' hW enemies, and surmount all he^difficul- 
ties. She not only triumphed over her 
enemies, put Set a bright example to her 
successors, as to the means by winch this 
counify cojild best be defended. He cer¬ 
tainly did not apprehend any particular 
danger from the German mercenprjes now 
in our pay. He thought much more dan¬ 
ger was to be apprehended to our liberties 
from a few mercenaries in that House, 
than from double the number of German 
mercenaries with their pistols and their 
swords. ' He thought, however, that it 
must naturally be galling to English troops 
to be commanded by German Officers, 
and he particularly objected to such Of¬ 
ficers having the command of English dis¬ 
tricts. If the law allowed foreigners of 
every description to take commissions and 
promotions in our army, why did it not 
allow it to Irishmen ? If they said that 
they could not trust the Irish with arms, 
then he must say, that in winning'the 
hearts of that^eople, and in enlisting the 
affections of four millions of our own peo¬ 
ple, much more strength would be ^dded 
to the empire, than could be derived from 
those foreign troops. (Hear, hear.) Now 
as to the Act of Settlement, Gentlemen 
talked a great deal about the cocistitutipi^ 
and ware always melitioning the constitu¬ 
tion without seeming to* know well what 
it was* or where it was to be found. It 
appeared to him that the Act of Settlement 
was onebf the principal acts in which the 
, constitution is to be found. This was the 
eompktt between the Crown and the Peo¬ 
ple, which placed the present fasgily on 
the throne, and the pr^isions of it ought 
not to lift slightly of. As to the 

immorality of enlisting foreigners from 
out of-the prtsoits, he would only say, that 


he yottld not f econc ile this coifdoi^ _ 

>GOVftrrtnient j»’ith their prosecuting hst 
high sreason those' riien whom the enediy- 
I enlisted from their prisons in the Isle ot 
France. He certainly thought that it was 
a most strained and unnatural construction 
of the Jaw of high treason, to consider the 
enlisting into the French servicej under 
such circumstances, in a remote corner of 
the world, as conspiring the death of the 
King. But if we thought that we had a 
right to execute such men as traitors, why 
should we inveigle foreigners who arc ifi 
our prisons to join our army ? If those 
who professed great love for the conslitu- 
tron would, instead of throwing away tbft 
Bfst principles of it, labour to do away the 
grievances and abuses of which the coun¬ 
try complains, they would be doing the 
most effectual thing lo strengthen the de¬ 
fence of the nation. He could not see the 
great difficulty in making the returns that 
were asked for. As to the names of the 
officers, he believed they were already to 
be found in the. Army List, and therefore 
he could not see that their relations could 
be brought into any more danger by 
granting the returns. • 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
did not think that the present question, if 
Gentlemen chose to confine themselves to 
it, did embrace a great variety of topics. 
If the law of the 44th and 46th of the 
Icing, by which these regiments were raised, 
were improper; the motion should have 
been for thp repeal of those acts.* As this 
was not, however, the present motion, he 
would only say, that whatever might be 
the policy of those laws, the fair construc¬ 
tion of them sfllowed foreigners to accept 
commissioDs in our service, and authorised 
his Majesty to grant' such commissions. 

I As to the old constitutional law which had 
been so much spoken of, ilie Act of Set¬ 
tlement was not in this point to have effect 
t until a considerable time after its passing, 
and until the Crown descended to a foreign 
head. However the circumstances of the 
presenf times differed from those under 
which that Act was passed, he Was ready ^ 
t,o.allow, that by* tne law, except hi the ‘ 
parts which were repealed ^y the two sta- 
tutes of the 44th and 46th of the King, it 
was unlawful to introduce foreign troopa 
into this country. 


~CTo be continued.) 


Pabliahad b>f R. BAOSHAW, BrydgewStreet, Cdvaat- Gwdeu, 
tonXMl br Ti c. hium 4, vetMrlmraM>>-ro<m, rtaeMtmt. 




I ' .'V ..,1, , | ! ,VJa- J,,.,1 ' ^ 

No IS.] LONDON. SAfU«DAyimR®H ms. 

“ MR. CHARLES APAMS ridicuUd iht tdf«a of sHribiitiog tb« c^up«( that ware graduaHy taUng 
'* plaue in tbe mode of military punisbnieDts to tkt cdT MR. CoBRE'fT. He did not ki^oir 

wbai'tnight have been the military eduedtion of that jpersori, but be b’elitnred that if it had been of 
*' Idod that sut^ted offendera to the wboiesome fear of THE LASH. Mr. t^bbetl might abt only hart 
** eacaped many awkward predieamenU into which he aubsequently felt, bat might haw been now dwelt. 
“ ing IN OTHER LODGINGS than those which he had then prOTidad for himself.. (A OEHERAi. 
** LAUdH.)"-—Eatract from the Report of the Debate, in the Honourable House, ou the ISth March. 
1812 . ^ . 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Flogging Soldiers. —^—ITie passage, 
which I have taken for ftiy motto, which 
is taken from the Morning Chroniclo, has 
been reported in the Times, thus : 

“ Mil. Charles Adams argued generally 

againstthe clause. In allusion to what had 
“ fallen the other night, from ah Honoura- 
“ ble and Learned Gentleman, (Mr. Broug- 
•' ham), he wished to say that Mr. Cob- 
“ belt did not deservt the ptutse bestowed 

ttpoti him. He did not know what might 
" have been^the military education of Mr. 
*' Cobbett, but he was inclined to imagine, 
" that, if the discipline of the lath had been 
" prevalent where he had served, that 
*' person might have been afterwards saved 
"from another species of punishment.”. 
——Now, as to the wit of this Mr. Charles* 
Adams, which, it seems, exciteA'*'a genera/ 
" laugh” in tlie Honourable %<oose; as 
to the bravery manifested on‘the occa¬ 
sion ; upon these points I need say not a 
word ; the public in this country have al¬ 
ready decided upon them, and, I am sure, 
thal, in every other part of th^ world, 
barely to see or hear the words will be 
quite sufficient.——As to the of niy 
haijiing had some share in producing what 
has been called a diminution of the quan¬ 
tity of flogging in the army, 1 discussed it 
in my last, and to what 1 there s^id I most 
beg leave to refer the reader^—But, this 
Mr. Adams, whom I neither know nqr can 
find any one who does know him, has taken 
this occasion Ao inculcate the utility of 
extending the use of the task. He seems t5 
think, and, indeed, he says, that, ^flogging* 
had madepart of my education, it might have 
prevented my now being i« jail, or, as he so 
wittily calls it, my “ lodging.” This is no¬ 
thing short of insisting on th» utility of 
the universal application of the lash ;»for> 
this man, coura^ous as he is, will harAly 
contend, that the doctrine M.applicat^e 


I- to me alone. In order, therefore, to pn- , 
vent men from writing and poblishing 
what are called libels, they should, accord¬ 
ing to this brave man’s notion, be flogged 
now-and-ih#n. They ought lo be flogged 
for little ofiences, in order to .save them 
from Iteavier punishment!—•—But, Mr. 
Charles^ Adams, why did you not sheia 
that I (ltd not deserve the praise that 
had been bestowed upon me ? To 
say, that I did not deserve it, and then to 
fly off to my education, to regret that t 
had not been lashed, and to be w/My upon 
my present " lodgings:” this Was iwtthe 
way to convince any one ttfat I did not 
deserve the praise that had been bestowed 
upon me ; this was not to make good the 

position, with which you set out.-Mr. 

Brougham had said, that the House, in 
having adopted a measure calculated to 
diminish the quantity of flogging, had 
acted upon the,very principles for having 
unseasonably expressed which Mr. Cob- 
bett'was in jail.' You find fault with this. 
You disapprove of it. You say, thM I do 
not deserve this praise. Very well. But* 
how do you support this proposition ? How 
do you make it good / Do yon show, ei¬ 
ther that 1 have never promulgated the 
principles in question; or, that my pro- 
I mulgation pf them, and my suffering in 
cdhsequence 'thereof, thave pacduced no 
eftect?*No: you •show neither of these; 
you merely make the assertion that I do 
not merit Mr. Brougham’s praise, and 
then fly off to your w/r about ray education 
and my lodgings. It is an old observation, 
that the brilliant sparkling of wit keeps 
reason and fact in the back ground, an 
.observation strikin^y verified in this in¬ 
stance, where (as qp^ars from the report) 
rile tek was powerfulenougti to throw thq 
whole of the Honourable Hou.se (rest their 
l^arts!) into a roar qf laugkur .——Let us 
now come to our subject ; I irfean thM of 
^a FaANCts Buedstt/s proposition, made 
N 
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Ai* foMb« TOmL ABOyWN ©F 
F£<0<»GING tbtpBgboiift tbe #bole of the 
army, whetber Bogulars or Militiais This 
propOBitioiiii tvhicb was introduced Jby a 
speech of great length, was finally re* 
j^ed, tb^e being only 8 votes for it and 
29 against U. . But, the debate was very 
interesting, and brought forth some facts 
which were new to the public, especi&lly 
(bat mentioned by Sir Samuel Romilty, of 
a soldier having died in consequence of 
twaving 224 lashes out of 1,00Q lashes that 
be was sauvnccd to receive ; and thus, said 
Sir Samuel Romilly, “ the sentence of a 
*' court martial had imposed u puni^ment 
••four times. <u great as God Iiad enabled a 
*' human creature to endure" sAnd yet Mr. 
Sutton complains, that Mr. Brougham 
should suppose that the diminution of 
flagging arose'from ^ny eiforts of mine so 
much as from the judiciom dihcfelion of 

officers composing courts-martial!-- 

During the debate it was contended by 
Sir George Warrender, who, as the 
reader will bear in mind, did upon a late 
OQcasivn, express his wounded feelings 
that Mr. Brougham should bid the army 
look up to Mr. Cobbett for redress instead 
of looking up to their own officers, und who, 
it now comes out, is himself the Colonel of 
some rnUitia regimetit, and consequently one 
of the army’s *' own officers;" it was con¬ 
tended by this gentleman, that, if flogging 
were abolished, theabolition “would create 
“ o disorganization in the amj.” Colonel 
Franklajiu said, that the power of inflict¬ 
ing the puniihment of flogging was “ cs- 
“ sential lo. due discipline and subordination of 
“ the army." Mr. Yorke said, that as to 
the proposition for doing away the pu¬ 
nishment of flogging, “ he could conceive 
“ no measure that involved greater dangers, 
“ or that more deeply bore the stamp of 

“ political fuicidc aijd madness?* -Why, 

really to hear all tliis, one would imagine, 
as the Honourable Mr. Bennet observed, 
that Sill Francis Buudett had been pro¬ 
posing, to do away some great and known 
blessing; somclbing containing within it¬ 
self the means of ai&rding health or plenty 
or security. Who would ever imagine, 
thai the abolishing of the power to flog 
the naked backs o^^nglishmen was big 
with darker to Eeglond; that* it ought to 
be regarded as ari act of political suicide and 
madness f—Yet, while this was said bv 
somb of ‘those who objected to the abo¬ 
rtion, bibbta of (hem contended, that 
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^ ibistaaces, in whdeh the ponkbiBcnt #f 
** was inflicted, vverp l^OW so 

** greatly reduced in ntimb^, tbat fhey were 
“ toarth reporting to the Commnder 

•• in Chitf?* But, if this be retdly (be 
case, why not agree to the total abolition ? 
If so very rarely inflicted, how can it be 
•0 essential to the subordination of the 
army ?——Mr. Whitbread, however,Baid, 
that these statements were calculated to 
excite indignation; he contehded, that 
the punishments by flogging were both 
frequent and severe; and he said, that dis¬ 
cussion had, with regard to this subject in 
jjarticular, beem of great service, having 
produced a complete change qf tone in those 
who were formerly advocates for flogging, 
and who now boasted how fetu, whereas 
they formerly boasted how many, the flog¬ 
gings in their regiments were.-——^The pro¬ 
position of Sir FRANcrs Bdrpett, was not, 
indeed carried; but the making of that 
proposition will not fail to carty its ej-'ect 
far and wide; and,^naWy, as 1 have often 
said, the object will be obtained ; and we 
shall look back with up-lifted hands to the 

time when suchapunishmentexisted.- 

This proposition was followed by another, 
on the 16th of March, upon the third read- 
. ing of the LOCAL MILITIA BILL, when 
► Sir Francis Burdett again proposed his 
Clause, making it applicable to the Ixicat 
Militia o(^y.-——What passed upon this 
occasion was extremely curious and inter¬ 
esting; and, as it was (according to 
the report) very sAori, I shall insert it en¬ 
tire, as I find it nevrs-papers.—— 

"Sir Francis Burdett then proposed an 
“ amen'dmeDt to a clause in the 38th’ sec- 
" tion. The amendment went to prevent 
“ flogging in the Local Militia. Che 
“ I'lon, Barone; did not think it necessary, 
“ after the arguments adduced by him on a 
“ fornicF evening, to go into the general 
“ subject of flogging again; but as it re- 
" garded the local militia, he could not 
“ help saying, that be thought English 
" gentlemen must feel greaj disgust at see- 
" iiJg their tenantry subjected to so dis- 
•“ graceful and horrible a punishment. He 
“ should again refer to the case noticed 
“ last year,—thaeof Taylor. This person 
“ was educated and esteemed,—be had an 
“ exceediog good cbaracter,and hisoflence 
“ wf«s one springing in fact from his edu- 
“ falion—that of writing a poem, which 
<< was by np means destitute ef merit. Gen- 
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^^^retei9« ppdf&i^y bi^»ue^^kii$>^ t«iid 
pterent the commisskut crraiee^ 
“ Heie»^ however, was a percpn^ol' ^uca* 
" lion; Wid it was quite plain dial it v^w 
" his education that prompted him to the 
" ofi'enee for which be was subjected to the 
" lash. He thought it right also to notice 
the case of the persons whipped m /Ae 
" Isle of Ely; the olTence of tho8| poor 
"Jellmvt tvaa exaggerated into vmiiny, al- 
*' though, it was, in his mind, very trivial* 
*' Th®y were taken frbm tlteir smock* 
*' frocks, and every one of them sentenced 
" 500 lashes. It was highly improper 
that the whole people of England, who 
Were liable all to ser^e in the Local 
“ Militia, should thus be subjected to ilog>* 
ging. He proposed his amendment, 
" however, not with any hope that it 
“ would be carried, but merely to record 
‘‘ his opinion. 

" Mr. Goulburn was persuaded that 
“ perfect justice was done to the parties in 
“ the two cases alluded to by the Hon. 
Baronet. * 

“ Colonel Wood said, that when the 
*' general subject of the propriety of cor- 
“ poral punishment in the army was 
" brouglit forward, he was unavoidably 
absent; and he should, therefore, now 
" take the opportunity of mentioning one 
" circumstance which would serve to show.! 

that corporal punishment existed also in 
“ the French army. After th^ battle of 
" Fuenies B’Honore, a book betbug^ to the 
" SdtA French regiment tva* found, from 
which it appeared, that within 6 months 
*' there were no less than 320 Courts- 
“ martial, and chiefly for desertion. Those 
“ found guilty were^all sentenced capi- 
“ tally, and the relatives of the competed 
*' were besides obliged to sutler fine and 
" imprisonment.' This fi^t he had the 
“ authority of General Belfckwitli for stat- 
« ing.. THE BOOK WaS LOST, bow- 
“ ever, in the movements which afterwards 
*' took place, hut the General'assured him, 
that if ever it should be found, be ihight 
" have it for the insjKction of the House, 

•• Mr. W! Smith thought that the best 
** conclusion to be drawn from the fact^ 
*' mentioned was, that the French had 
" such a horror of the eufiering and dis> 

** grace of corporal punishment, that they 
" would rather be at once given up, to 
'* death than subjected to it. 

*' Mb. p.wiEs Gid1)y was afraid *that 
" the punishment of flogging could not be 
'* dispensed with. ' * 
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mobs tli#.4i^p^lm^ army. 
potmi Militia was Cixtret^ely 4^^ 
f' £rom,'tbe other brandies of uurieirvtqe. 

Fersonsi, were obliged to serve in tUa 
'< Local liliiitia often, totally against their ^ 
“ wishes. As to the fact so pompously 
“ alluded to by the gallant Colonel, ex* 
tracted from the book which was found 
“ and lost, and ^ found again would be 
brought before the Haute, he was* not 
“aware that that ffict, even if it were 
“ proved, could substantiate the alleged 
“ practice of corporal punishment in the ' 
“ French army. As far as be could un* 

" derstand the gallant Colonel, it only 
“ went to sh^wthat people were shot in it. 

“ Mr. HerBkrt spoke against the 
“ amendment. * 

“ Lord Palmerston followed on the 
“ same side. 

“ Admiral Harvey recollected, when 
“ coming once from Gibraltar, that the 
*' French people borrowed our cats to flog 
“ their own people. (A laugh.) 

“ Mr. H. Thornton considered the 
“ Local Militia as different from the other 
“ parts of our army. His natural preju- 
“ dices were entirely against imposing 
“ upon them the same system of military 
“ government. 

“ Mr. C. Wynne did not see how tllfr 
“ power of flogging could be taken away, 

“ although he was extremely aversfe to it. 

“ Mr. Gipps<sind Colonel Elliton op- 
" pq^ed the amendment; and it was then 
“put and negatived without a division.^’ 
What 3ir Mark Wood's iJook had to 
do with the matter it would be very dif- 
j ficolt to say. Mr. Whitbread could not 
discover, nor can I. But, suppose the 
book that was found and lost and might be 
found again had given^ an account of c 
th 9 usan(l Panchmen having been punished, 
and evgn flogged, woutd that have been 
any reason why every poor man in Eng¬ 
land, between the age of 18 and 30, should 
be liable »o be flogged ? We are told, 
that it is necessary for us to make'all the 
enormous sacrifices that we make in order 
that we may not be subdued and ruled by 
Buonaparte; but, what sense is there in 
'this, if the exampl4Qf Buonaparte is to 
be cited in justificatrao of any thing that 
we complain of? The BooA, however, 
the famous found and lost book, said no¬ 
thing, it seems, about flogging; and, 
therefore, it could not have any thing to 
N2 
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aifr. Wm. Snofith obieni^- " tfeift the |» {btod 

th Bdig0n^** 6f W^ it«fiid«d ^ i^dlirtl 

--—Thii tifll hiai lhat ceitaStf 

Let o( tee. It waa j^t aj&er oaf'of roiifd oar cats-to Sog tbeir ateo with; to 
our glorious vkuu^^ ; ia me tell Kiia ihii is no anstuir at aU; for he liai 

mtnti, that tdok place s^rwalrds;, it iieirer tOM Obv one that be will be coti^^ 
but, if found ag^b. It : Vdtl be sent to aide E^lisbinen treated in the sanie D^jf 
hoBte for the inspecfiob of tfae^ that the l^bch ' are. HO is not iBqoii'fn|' 

Lost ! bow cBine it to be lost? Inhere bow thO ffibcfa ate treated; but,'he w 
iStoe, h Seems, to read it; ‘ It ir an'^ddd cotDpb|iliiog, that' the EngKsh are not 
MOry ! But, if anybody choose to'be* treated in the manner that be sayl they 
fieTe it, still, 1 say. What is the bdok to ou^t to be. Buti at any rate, if thta 
us I If all the popuflation df France Were 'mode of answering him be adopted, shall 
flogged, is that any reason thad we Sfabiild not we be allowed to cite the example'of 
be flogged ?■■ — —It is good'to 'observe; tOo, Napoleon in support of our argumen ts i 
that it was looked updn as a crime |n- Mr. And waS hot Mt. White fully justifiedr^h 
Brafcard and Mr. White and me to make citing that example in the article for 
any comparison'between th'e«treatnient of which he Was prosecuted ? Let the reader 
the French and that of l^gKsh soldiers judge. ' ^ 

favourable Urthe former and disadvantage' ^ 

ous to the latter. Uhis was a irinu in us ; Fobejon Troom.— Upon this subject, 

but, it seems, that, for other *jplbrposes, which 1 am glad to see has been, at last, 
such comparison may be made ; it may noticed in the House of Lords, I left two 
be made as often as we please; so that we points untoudbed in my last Number; 
make it infavdiir of the proceedings of our namely ; the justification built upon lAe 
ovmgovernment I Glorious privilege ! We neci^titi/ of the case; and the*justification 

have the privilege of Writing in praise of built on the Act qf Vafliament.- -We will 

all the acts of men in power, till we have take the last of these first, for, if what is 
not the stump of a pen left 1 — -The doiie be lav^ful, all that will remain to do 
Book, the/osi OooA;, being silent upon the will be to show the necessity of the iaw. 

subject of flogging, AnMiSAL Harvey said, --First, then, there is a law, which for- 

that officers of French Prisoners borrowed , bids, and that, too, in the clearest and 
our Cats, upon a certain occasion, to flog strongest terms, the suffering of atiy/o- 
their njen with.—^Indeed ! What, they reigner to bold any place of trust, civil or 
had. no CcUs of their own, then? Ana, laiJifafy, uW^rthe CrownoFthiskingdoiii. 
besides, I did not'know, th*at, when there And, w/tpftmv is this? Why, it is one of 
were a parcel of Officers and Soldiers>pri- the f^undamenfal laws of the realm. It is 
soners on baard ship; I was not aware, that very iaw, by Which, and by which 
that, under these circumstances, these Of- alone, the pr.csent Royal Family became 
ficers had the command of their soldiers, entitled to reign here, or to have any au- 
I always thought, on the contrary, that ail thority whatever in this country; it is, in 
the prisoners, officers as well as men, were short, that very law by which the Crown 

tinder the command of the 'Captors. - of this kingdom was bestowed upon them. 

But vfc lent the Cats, it seems ? We are -Tbo occa\«on was this. James II. 

a polite nation; AigAfy polished poo- had been driven from the throneonac- 
“ plei” as the cant phrg^se is; and>so, of count of =his tyranny ; his son'in-law, the 
course, we could not refuse to lend our Prince of Otange, -who had tnarried his 
Cats. Thus, then, the Frenchmen got a eldest daughter. Was invited over to fill 
taste of, I dare say they will feel his place, and he with biswife Mary were 

the worse at tUe miawling of a cat as long croWtied king and qiieen of, b^jigiand. Ire- 
^ they live. This was giving them a land, and Scotland, under the title of WiU 
•pecimen of what we possessed.^—^—Really Jiafn and Mary; his (iueOn died leaving no 
it ajaibst makes onejdck to hear “such :;children; and the Princess Anne, after; 
stories as tbeVe. Thi^is notaniwmiwf Sir wards Queen AniCe (a yoonger daughter 
Frahds'Btirdett, complaifts, that, as of J-aihes IF) having lost her son by death, 
the laW abw it'aiadB, every Englishman bei and there i)eing' 5 h fikelihood of ei ther her 
tween the age df 18 and 30 years, if he or tl^ king having anymore chUdi^eji, it 
be untdsle to pey a fine of ten pounds, f* begame necessary 'lh provide against the 
tiabk to be^ftoj^d. To tell him, therefore, cdntiDgend]|^ of ■ their' deaths. Jamei 'H. 
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a iwi, who< aecordiog, lifleai 
d#f^t the uDdopbtedj Iwlr io the 
j the iiation reived not to 
himn and to excliide tltat ferapch of 
the pniiy fpi* ever, notwiidtstonding it^ 
^nbi;p to the throne. Tj&cj then soogfct 
opt pother branch, who were Protestants, 
aid who tlvev thought would do better^ 
than the old branch.—>~James 11. v/jns 
the sen of Charles the first, who vfas the ; 
Ipn of Janies I. That same Jaines I. bad 
IF daughter £/izo/irtA, who became by mar**] 
riage Queen of Bohemia; ihis queen of 
Bohemia had a daughter named ^phia, 
who, by rnarriage, became qf 

Hunover. She# thereforoMiVoatt^fte.i'J^ng 
William and the Brincess Anne, beQanid 
heiress to the throne, if the sop of James 
|1. was set aside, as he at thiis ttme was. 
Now tills Sophia mind, was the mother of 
<Gborge I. who became Blector of Hanoirer, 
and who afterw;ards became oar king.-:— 
in the year 1700, called the l^th and isth 
year of.WitLiAM III., when, as was before 
observed, there was no longer any pros¬ 
pect of immediate heirs to William him¬ 
self pr the'Princess .Anne, an- Act was 
passed, to settle the crown, in case of their 
dying without heirs, on the head of the 
Princess Sophia, the Electress of Hanover, 
br her heirs. This .Act, which for this rea¬ 
son, is generally called the Act of Set-,' 
•ELEMENT, is entitled, “ An Ant for the fur- 
" ther Limitation qf the Crmn^ tptd better 
‘‘ Kcuring’the riglUs and Ifbettp itf ike sub- 
"ject” It was not an Act for* merely 
. conferring the Crown; if was not an act 
for merely declaring who should be kings 
and who should not; but, also, for securing 

the rights and Uberti^ qf the pet^tt.- -In 

this Act, therefore, as 2 ^ foreign family were 
about to be raised to the throne, and es¬ 
pecially a.« that family ^opld continue 
to have/ortTign dominions md sublets, \l be¬ 
came necessary to provide, thatnaftei', any 
of that family carof to the throne, no 
foreigner should have my power <f gq- 
veming m thu country ; becansei ^ this 
provision w^ not . made, it w^t et^y to 
foresee, that the Hanoverians ^would 
soon have a considerable part of th^ 
ppw^r in their bands, and the people^ 
qf this kingdom would haye the morti¬ 
fication to see themselves dpraineered 
oiver by favourites from the JBIectoraie^ 
— T herefore it was enacted: “Thait 
*' after the said Limitation shall take, eilect 
" as aforesaid” (thftt js to say after the 
femily of Hanover ghould dbme to the 
fihrone) *• no person born out of the fcing- 


" or the ^ 

" (el^o^h he naluralized or ihiido> 
" ^jeniaeii,.. except .suc^^ as are.;bprn of 
" j^giish parents) f fiaii be capahlu to hq 

“ of the i^|y,Coottoih nr a naemh^j^ 

" e^bor ||ou|M^ of jParliapent, or to 
•• my .Uffice or BlacC; olP Trust#, eiit^ 

“ Civil or Miilitary,. or to hove ony grant 
“ of Landis, Teodmenta or Hereditainenti 
“ from the Crown, to fiiimself or to»ariy 
“ other or others in. Trust for 
Such was the provision made, in thU ror 
spect,,^r r^e better securing <f the righbl MOd > 
liberlics of _the subject. And, very neceSr 
aary this provision was; for, though the 
King wopld,^in cqurse of rims,.as if really 
happened, ,be 6om in England, still he 
Orould, it, was ^ell known, have dominions 
and subjects in .jHanover, and it was not 
for metkwho had read human nature to 
suppose, that be would not have a very 
great regard for the country of his an? 
cettprs, and that he would not have e 
strong liking for those of his subjects, who, 
from the very nature of their government, 
would be much more subservient to his 
wishes than his English subjects would 
be. Add to this the inevitable partialities 
apsing from matrimonial connections, 
tunning in the same direction, and yon 
will see how necessary this provision of 
the Act was, and how necessary it always 
must have been.——But, whatever was 
the reason dn which it was tpunded, such 
n^as^tbejavv ; And, now, let us see whether 
this law has been changed, and, if it has, 

to tfiAm exthit. -We are, at present, 

speaking of the law only in as far as it re¬ 
lates to the foreign Troops ; apd, it is evi¬ 
dent, that, according loathe Act of Settle¬ 
ment, no foreigner can be employed as an 
officer in idie ,army,, .•■fiu*' being a place of 
trust,.in which the Act so expressly 
forbid^ foreigners to* be plated. Well, 
then, hajS. th^ Act been repealed Nq; 
but, amongst |he other good things, which 
this_nation inherits from Pitt and bis wars 
ageing ‘^.rcpuWicflas and lepeilerg',*’ \s an 
Act ppsed in d 8Q4; to indemnify PtTT and 
his assqcim^s jhrjiaving advised tbe>King 
to vioi^qtlu pbffve-mentiqnpd ' Tjie case 
was. this-t Brntovar, dear, Hanover, bad 

beep taken possess^ of by the French ; 
and, gresd numbers of the Hanoyenan 
arniy, wlu>„had not defended Hanover 
aigaiast the prench, hut who had laidAovyp 
their arpnS'Und given up their natiyecoun- 
py without a ,blow ;■ great.numbers of this 
army found their way to England, and it 
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tvas jo^g^ bf and bit tat, tbat tbc^e 
wer« vwy fit periKMBt »» ^md EngUdid 
agtiitst theitt tunc French' or, at any 
rate, it wat jndgeil prdper (for whatever 
. reatwi) to take uiete Hanoveriant into our 
BAY ! Therefore, the parliamentiiot being 
iMembled at ^e time, and the alfairs 
nf thete generout foreignert being very 
protting. FiTT took them into pay ofuimt 
lata, gave commissions to Officers, ana en¬ 
listed men; and,Vhat is more, made,no 
scruple to take Roman Catholic Officers, 
though it is well known, that our own 
Roman Catholic countrymen cannot be¬ 
come Officers, nor enjoy any place^f mi¬ 
litary trust,-'.When the parliament met 

he came and proposed o Indemnity 

for what^fae had done; that is to say, 
having adVised the king to violate the law 
of the land, he comes and proposes to the 
parliament to pats a law to screatHim from 
the punishment due to such a crime; and, 
wiihout any hesitation the parliament did 
it, as they did in the case of the forty 
thousand pounds, which it was discovered 
the same Pitt had lent to Boyd and Ben- 
field.—-—Here, then, the minister got a 
protection for having advised the viola¬ 
tion of this great constitutional Act; 
but, that was not all; for the same par¬ 
liament authorized, by ,the same act 
which screened Pitt, the raising of 
10,00l\ foreign troops, and the putting of 
them under the command of foreign officers. 
—Here is the fegal origSi of the King’s 
German Legion and the other Gennari 
Corps that w#! have in our pay, and the 
Oflicers of which have had, and yet have, 

so much'authority in this kingdom.- 

'J'he Act of Settlement, is, then, in part 
done away by this Act of ISOi. This we 
ail know; we know, that it is lawful to 
employ foreigner.s in places of military 
trust; but,^the difference is tffis: whiieil 
see, and see it with sorrow and shame, that 
Germans may now hold places of military 
trust in^ this kingdom, I say that it is not 
Utuful for them to hold such plabes in any 
but in Corps composed qfforeigners, and that 
to give them comuiissions in pur own na¬ 
tive Corps, or upon the Staff, in this king, 
dom, is a violation ef — -b,ord Foii.kf.s- 

TONE and Sir John Nej^port insisted upon 
this, in the debate, jbe remainder of which 
will be found . below. Lord Gitwsrstma 
has since, in the House of Lords, maintain¬ 
ed the same, and has said that he is readji 
so to do against the Lord Chancellor him¬ 
self.—Lord pAtMEbsToN, the Secretary 
j|bt War, and Mr. ]Perc£val, asserted, that 


the Act of I SiM what bRd been 

dbne, namely, the |^ebig Germans cotimtis~ 
n'diM in raiments and peats uponiAe 

-—Here, then, the parties are at 
issue ; and, in order to enable the poblic 
to judge between Lord Folkestone and Mr. 
Perceval, I shall here insert the whole of 
the Act of 1804, which was passed on the 
14th of July, the anniversary of the de¬ 
struction of the Bastile !—.This Abt, as 
the reader will see, was intended to aotho- 
' rize the king to enlist foreigners and to 
form them into Corps ; and, as the preamhlo 
expressly stales, he was to be authorised 
to put foreign officers into those corps, 
because they were hest acquainted with the 
language and manners 6f the men. How, 
then, in the name of sincerity, can it be 
said, that this Act justifies the' putting of 
such officers into our nutice corps? Will 
it be pretended, that they are best acquaint¬ 
ed with the language and manners of our men 
too ?—-But, here is the Act itself, which, 
as the reader will see, speaks, from one 
end to the other, of nothing" but Foreign 
Corps, and leaves-not the smallest room for 
the interpretation, which would exteqd it 
to our native regiments, or to the Staff in 
this country. 

An Act for enabling Subjects qf Foreign 
■ States to enlist as Soldiers in his Majesty’s 
Service, and for enahling his Majesty to grant 
Commissions to Suljects of Foreign Stales to 
serve us Offers or as Engineers, under certain 
RestrictiMs; and to indemnify alt Persons 
who may have advised htt Myesty to enlist 
any such Soldiers, or grant any such Commis¬ 
sions as aforesttid—Passed July 14, 1804. 

‘Whereas it liathf.been deemed expe-, 

‘ dient by his Majesty, in order to provide 
' in the speediest manner for the better 
‘ Defence and «eater Security of the Dniu 
‘ ed Kingdom, in the present important 
‘ Junctur® of Affairs, to permit certain 
‘ Foreigners, now \n Great Britain, to enlist 
' as Soitjiers into his Majesty’s service, and 

• for (he better disciplining of such Sol- 
‘ diers, TO FORM THEM .INTO REGI- 
‘•ME^TS. BATTALIONS, dR CGRpSi. ‘ 
/ and to grant Oommissiot)^ or Letters of 

‘ Service THEREIN, to certain Fureign 
‘ Officers acquainted with THEIR MAN- 
‘ NERS AND LANGUAGE; and it mRy 

* be expe^eut, during the Continuance of 
‘ the^present War, to augment such Regi- 
‘ njents. Battalions, or Cor|rs, arid to foro) 

‘ other Rdgiments, Batlalions, oi- Corps, 

' abd to enlist as Soldiers to se^e 
‘ THEREIN respectirely such other ftit 



. 'i'. ■ , 


* teignW as shall be Williog to enlist 

* thetnselVes in his MajOaty^a Service; and 

* ali^ to enable his Majesty to grant Com* 

ftiissiena or Letters of Service to Foreigii 

* OfficersTHEREIN; and it is proper that 

* all persons who shall or may have ad- 

* vised his Majesty to enlist such Soldiers, 

' apd to grant such Commissions or Letters 
' of Service aforesaid, should be ihdemni* 
'fied; and it is necessary that Quarters 
' should be provided for snch Regiments, 

' Battalions, or Corps, during their Cont^- 
' nuance in any part of the United King- 
'domt’ Be it therefore enacted by 
the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the Advice and Consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and T^poral,and Com¬ 
mons, in this present Parliament assem¬ 
bled, and by the Authority of the same, 
That all such Foreign Soldiers as have 
been already enlisted into his Majesty’s 
service, and formed into Regiments, Bat¬ 
talions, or Corps, as aforesaid, shall be 
deemed and taken to have been and to be 
legally and ('(fectually enlisted and form¬ 
ed ; and all such Commissions, or Letters 
of Service.as have been already granted 
by his Majesty to any Foreign Officers in 
such Regiments, Battalions, or Corps, shall 
he deemed and taken to have been and to 
be legally and elTectually granted, and 
shall remain and continue in force in like 
manner in ail respects as if such Soldiers 
bad been enlisted and formed, and such 
Commissions or Letters of ^rvice had 
been granted, after the passing end under* 
the Provisions of this Act; and all aud 
every Persons or Person who shall or may 
have advised his Majesty to enlist such 
Soldiers, and to grant such Commissions or 
Letters of Service’as aforesaid, shall be, 
and they and he are or is hereby folly and 
eRectually indemnified any Law or Sta¬ 
tute to the contrary notwithstanding. 

rll. And be it further enacted, That it 
sitall aj^d may be lawful for iJis Majesty, 
his Heirs and Successors,'from Time to 
Time, to augment such Regiments) Batta¬ 
lions, or Corps, so already formed as afore¬ 
said, and*to'’*form any otfier Regiments, 
Battalions, or Corps, and to that‘s End' to 
enlist as Soldibi s to serve in any such Rb- 
giments. Battalions, pr Corps, any Fo¬ 
reigners who shall voluntarily enter them¬ 
selves as Soldiers to serve THEREIN: 
Provided always, that there 9halt not be, 
within any Part of- the United Kilgdom, ^ 
more in the whole than ten thousand*men 
serving in such Regiments,-Battalions, or 
-Corps, at any one Time. 


Hi. Aiid^e it further enaeteds k 
•bill be for any snCh Persons; Ob¬ 
jects of any Foreign States as'ahall be 
willing to serve his Majesty, to eniisf Ik 
Soldiers, and to accept Commissions ' 05 c 
Letters of Service, to serve as Officers or 
Engineers#from his Majesty, his Heirs end 
Successors, dr from any Persons doty eh- 
thorised by his Majesty to grant sock 
Commissions or Letters of Service (which 
Commissions and Letters of Service it shall 
be lawful for his Majesty, or for any Per¬ 
sons duly authorised in that behalf as afore¬ 
said, to grant:) Provided always, thattio 
such Officer, when he shall be reduced,* 
shall be entitled to receive Half-Pay t 
Provided nevertheless, that when any such 
Officer sbaH be rendered incapkble of Mi¬ 
litary Service by Wounds or Infirmities, 
contracted while he shall be ’discharging 
his Military Duty during the Period of his 
contjouing to serve as such Officer under 
the Provisions of this Act,then and in sach 
case it shall be lawful for his Majesty to 
make such Provision for such Officer as he 
shall think proper and necessary, so that 
such Provision shall in no Case exceed the 
Half-Pay of the Rank in the BRITISH 
Service, similar to that which such Officer 
shall have held at the Time of his becom¬ 
ing so incapable as aforesaid: Provided 
also, that no sach Person as aforesaid shall 
be liable to any Pain, Penalty, or For¬ 
feiture whatever, for having accepted any 
such Commiwion, or enlisted as a Soldier 
IN ANY SUCH REGIMENTS, BAT¬ 
TALIONS, OR CORPS, AS AFORE¬ 
SAID. by reason of his having professed 
the ropish Religion, and not having de¬ 
clared the same at the Time of his accept¬ 
ing such Commission or enlisting. 

IV. And be it further enacted. That all 
Officers.Non-commissioned Officers.Drum- 
mers, an|j[ Private Soldiers respectively 
Serving under the Psoyisions,of this Act, 
shair, whilst in* his Majesty’s Service as 
aforesaid, be subject and liable to such 
Articles ,of War as hisMaje.sty hath esta- 
biished or may think fit to establish for the 
better Government of the said Forces, and 
for bringing Offenders against the ^ame to’ 
Justice, and for constituting Courts Mar¬ 
tial withPower til try, hear, and determine 
any Crinjes or Ounces by such Articles 
of War, and inflictiS^nalties, by Sentence • 
or Judgment of the same, and may be bil¬ 
leted and quartered, and be received and 
provided for in Quarters: Provided al¬ 
ways, that no Officer, Non-comraissiobed 
icer. Drummer, or Soldier, shall, bjf 




Mcti Articlep of be pobject to any 
poftishmest ^xtoodtng to^ or Limb, 
for way JQriPDe wbiob i« ootf xpressed to 
be to4»ant»hable by an Act oT thi| besaton 
of Farlipnamit, intituled, An Act for punish- 
ihg Mtitmy mid Desertion, and for, the better 
jPujBd^t (f the Amy and thezr Stuarters; and 
for sucb Criines as are expressed to be so 
pnoithable in the said Act, in any manner 
or under any regulations which shall* not 
accord with the Provisions of the said Act: 
Provided also, that every Person who sball 
be enlisted as a Soldier.under the Autho> 
rity of this Act, sball be attested in such 
manner as his Majesty shall direct, by 
such Articles of War and not otherwise; 
and that such Officers, Mon'commissioned 
Officers, Drummers, and Private Soldiers 
respectively shall take such oath for their 
Fidelity, and their Continuance in bis Ma> 
jesty’s service, as his lyiajesty shall in like 
manner direct, and no other. ” * 

y. Provided always, and be it furlber 
enacted. That this Act shall continue in 
Force during the present War, and until 
one Year after the Termination thereof, 
by the ratification of a Definitive Treaty 
of Peace, and no longer.. 

Such, reader, is the Act of Parliament, 
which has been interpreted to mean, that 
foreign Officers may be put into English regr- 
ments, and that they may also be placed 
ill the command of the several districts qf 
this kingdom ; in short, it has been inter¬ 
preted to mean, that the whdle of our re¬ 
gular array may be legally put under the 
command of Hapoverians or other foreign¬ 
ers ; and that, every part of this kingdom 
may be legally put under the command of 
the same persons. I say, with Lord 
Folkestone, that the Act means no such 
thing; but,_if it did, to what a pass are we 
come ? To what a slate have these Anti- 
Jacobin wars and ihese LawyerS brought‘ 
us ? Ifthe King, or fris n\inistcrs, have it 
in their power to displace all our native 
Officers,,from the Lnsign to the General, 
and to put Uanoverians in their stead; if 
this Act of Parliarueut gave thenj the 
power to do this, then are w e in a state to 
beenvidll by no nation upon the face',>1 
the earth J then are we ima state to excite 
the pity# or# rather, thccoojtempt, of all 
those vvbom we haye,,*if'ecied to ’despise. 
For, you ivill observe, reader, that it is 
not here a question pf degree. If they can 
appoint one foreigner to emmuand Eng¬ 
lishmen, they can appoint, a thousand. 
'4'here js no Ijmi^f apd/tbehr 8g«|iH I say. 


vro are# ad last, come to a pretty ptui ‘ 
Obf^rve, too. iiM Rtmtm Ctuholm if 
FOREJQNEBS, be ctHsmisiidned accord’- 
ingto this act; so that, you see.JfMr* 
PecrevaPs interpretation hold good, RootoP 
Catholics may possess all the offices in our 
army; they may command in all our 
districts; they may enjoy e/f the places 
of military trust in the kingdom, i>ot'ex¬ 
cepting toe goveoiorphips of the forts attd 
castles. Yes, if Mr. jpercevars interpreta¬ 
tion of the Act be good, Barm Bock or 
Baron Linsingen might be appointed Lieu¬ 
tenant of the Tower of London, and I do 
not know that fhey might not be appointed 
I.ords Lieutenants of Counties, for that is 
also a place of military trust. In short, if 
that interpretation be admitted, the Act of 
Settlement, as to its mest important provi¬ 
sion, is no mere, and we are exposed to 
all the dangers that it W'as intended to 

prevent_At- the time when this Act 

was passed, it was strongly protested 
against by Mr. Frahcis, Mr. H. Hutchin¬ 
son and Mr. Peter Moore; but, none of 
these gentlemen anticipated the use that 
has since been made of it. Littje did they 
imagine, that it would he made the ground 
whereon to introduce German Officers 
into our own regiments and to put German 
Generals to command Ei^lish districts. 
In one stage of the Bill, the Secretary of 
War said : *' that as this was only a mea- 
" sure for providing for a certain number 
"of Brat’S men, who had been Jorced <o 
** leave theif dwa country, he hoped the Bill 
" might proceed in its course.’^’ He did 
nut point out the particular instances in 
which this bravery had been displayed, 
nor did he explain htm the people had 
been/orcea away from Aeir own country; 
but, at any rate, it was in this humble tone 
that the Hanov#ians were introduced. 
We were then toW of their distresses ; of 
their forlorn situation ; of the cruelties ex¬ 
ercised against them by the French. In 
short, they were held out to us a£‘ olfects 
of compfission. But, now, faith, we are 
to listen to accounts of their merits; 
of their skill; of their valour# <Wehave 
now to behold them pul in high com¬ 
mands ; in short, to behold them eommtm^ 
ing English regiments, English generals. Mid 
English territory, --The provision, rela¬ 

tive to Roman Catholics, bus l^en several 
limes noticed^ in and out of parliament; 
but# always been said, iu answer# 
Hhat there c%n be no. great danger from 
this, because .confined to a few foreign 
Carps', whereas oar om Bonmn Catholicsj 
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if th^V w«re sdfliUied, wodd £i>dtt|eir 
WAV into nli tl» regiraenti in semce 
and mtgiit possess many of the great com* 
maads on the Staf£ What, however, will 
be; smd now ? Mr. Perceval's interpreta¬ 
tion of the act of 1804< allows the King to 
put Eomao Catholics into all the Military 
Commands, provided only that those Eo- 
man Catholics be FOREIGNERS! This 
makes the indignity upon our own Catho¬ 
lics ten thousand times greater than it was 
before. It is well knowi\, that the volun¬ 
tary services of many of our own Roman 
Catholic noblemen and gentlemen have' 
been absolutely refused ; and yet, do we 
see these foreign Catholics admitted, as we 
are noW told they legally are, not only into, 
any of our native corps, but to the com¬ 
mand of large portions of our army in our 
own country ? If what has been done in 
this way bo lauful, if Mr. Perceval’s in¬ 
terpretation of the Act of 1 so t be allowed 
to be good, German Catholics may com¬ 
mand ail the regiments and garrisons and 
districts in Ireland, while an Irish Catholic 

can have no such command !-That is 

quite enoughf Not another word need be 
said upon this part of the subject. The 
reader wiil now judge for himself what 
luw there is for the employing of these fo* 
reigners in English regiments and the 
staff ; and, in my next, 1 shall discuss the 
point of expediency. ' 

" The New Eha.” -No.^ Ill- 

Amongst the signs of the Priheeis “ new 
" Era,” no one, immerous as they are and 
have been, is more wortliy of attention 
than that which was so visible at the fes¬ 
tival of St. Patrick, on the ]7th jnstant. 
The poetry in the MRrning Chronicle, for 
some weeks past, has been quite sufficient 
to make a man’s ears tiiigld^ to make him 
feel, that real talent js not|to be offended 
with impunity ; but, even this poetry, cut¬ 
ting as it i?, tails, in point of severity, far 
short of what has been published, in the 
same paper of the J8tb instant, relative to 
what passed at (he festival of St. Patrick. 

--It is well* known, that this festival is 

held on the 17tb of March, by a numbei- 
of Noblemen and Gentlemen, belonging* 
to Ireland either by birth or estate; and. 
that, upon these occasions, a eolleclion, in 
inOney/is made for the relief of persons of 
that country, who may be found in dis¬ 
tress in this country.—T-—Upon the pnasent 
occasion, the Mabquis of Lansdovwe 
was, it seems, in the chair, the Earl .of 
Moira, Mr. Sheridan and many other per¬ 


sons of note bmtig 

count of .wbAt passed at the dinb^, 
Mftramg Chronicle hath those words 
** The Noble chairman gave the Health of 
"THE KING, which was‘drunk with «i- 
" thusiastic and rapturous applauses. And 
*' then the Noble Marquis gave •* the 
« » Health of the PRINCE REGENT.” 
" which was drunk with partial applause 
«and LOUD AND REITERATED 
" HISS£S."~Tbis is a " NEW ERA” 
indeed! At the meeting where these hikses 
are said to have been beard, there used,' 
formerly, to be, at the mention of the 
Prince’s name, such shouts of applause 
that a stranger to the cause might have 
well supposed the company mad. Indeed 
it was disgiKting to read, in Hbis same 
Morning Chronicle, the piaislered-on 
praises, which, at these festivals, used to 
be bestowed on the Psince. * It was quite 
Ioathsonie*to hear such ,more than parasi¬ 
tical applause.——There is, however, now 
a change. The “ neiv era” has done this 
for us at any rate. It has relieved os from 
the beholding of some of the most base 
and nauseous adulation that ever was wit¬ 
nessed in the world,-But the HISSES! 

Not only the absence of applause, but ac¬ 
tual, audible hisses at the health of the 

Prince being drunk!-This could not 

pass unnoticed by Mr. Sheridan, he being 
present, and having, it seems, resolved lo 
stick by the Prince. Lord Lansdown had 
observed, in bjs opening speech to the 
Meeting, that it was desirable to avoid ail 
political topics, the meeting being inslitut- 
ed for purposes purely charitable. But, 
the hisses at the name of the Prince foibade 
Mr. Sheridan to remain silent; and, it is 
slated, that when his health w^as drunk, 
he rose and made a speech of which the 
following is an account.-——" Me. She- 
" uiDAN at length arose, and in a low tone 
" tif voice returned hi# thanks/or the ho- 
" nour&ble notice, by which so large a 
“ meeting of his countrymen thought pro- 
" per to ijistinguisb him. (Applauses.} 
“ He bad ever been proud of Ireland,i and 
" hoped that bis country might never have 
"cause to be ashamed of.him. ^(Ap- 
" plauses.) Ireland never forgot those 
" who did all they ^ould do, however little 
" that might be, in Jiehalf of her best in- 
•* terests, XU allusion to politics had beeik 
" industriously deprecated by their Noble 
"Chairman—He was aware that charity 
" was the immediate object of their meut- 
"ing ; hut standing/IS he did before an 
" assembly of his countrymen, he cooid 
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flot i^ct to disgoise hm coavictkm tb$t 
‘*>mt the pr«*^Bt cfisii |\relan^ irfrolve<^ 19 
«itirff ewy coiiwderatioft dear to the 
*t best interest^ dF the eropireJ (Hmr, 
** keerfj It was, therefore, that he was 
« anxious that nothing should trans- 
*' pire in that meeting calculated to injure 
«• those great objects, or to visit vritb un- 
**i 3 ^erved censure the conduct of per- 
^8 whose love to Ireland was al cor- 
<'^ 41 ^ 1 *'and ^aloua as it ever had been. 
*' He confessed frankly that knowing as 
**‘be did the unalteVed and unalterable 
** sentiments of an Illustrious Personage 
" towards Ireland, he could not conceal 
" from the meeting that he had Ml copsi* 
" derably shocked at the sulh coldness and 
*« surly discontent with whiclv they had on 
*' that evening drank the health of the 
" Prince Regent, (Here we were sorry 
to observe that Mr. S. was interrupted 
" by no very equirocat symptom of disappro- 
" ^rtoRj-^wben silence was somewhat re- 
" stored, Mr. Sheridan said, that he knew 
the Prince Regent well—('/(issesj—he 
" knew bis principles—rftwscsj—they would 
« at least,' he hoped, give him credit for 
" believing that he knew them, when he 
“ said he did.—('ap;d«wsc.^—He repeated, 
that be knew well the principles of the 
" Prince Regent, and that so well satisfied 
" was be that they were'all that Ireland 
«could wish, that he (Mr. Sheridan) 
*• hoped, that as he had lived up to them, 
" so he might die in the principles of the 
"Prince Regent .—(hisses and applauses.) 
•• _He should be sorry personally to Rave 
"merited tiftnr disapprobation (general 
" applause, with cries of" Change the sulpect 
'• “ and speak He couM only assure 

" them, that the Prince Regent remained 
" unchangeably true to those principles. 
" (Here the clamours became so loud and gene- 
" ral that we could collect notkmgjnore.)—^ 
Oh ! .poor tS/wTidoK' Hissed by his o\vn 
countrymen; hooted dcwvn by thes*e very 
persons who formerly heard him with 
such riplures ! Here he ends,c then; or, 
if not, what is he reserved for ? What is 
to be his fate? What are we to see him 
do'bcibre he dies ?——Perhaps there is 
not, in the history of man, so complete an 
instance of sinking as 4e have here before 
us. There was a tirnc.-vi-hen Mr. Sheridan 
was not only looked upon, but was, second 
to no man in England in point of talent. 
If I look through the proceedings in par^t 
liament from 1785 to 1796,1 find him the 
most active, the mo&t powerful, the most 
efficient, opposec of Pitt and his band; 


Ifnd ali bia motfons wti^f framed 
tveil timed; all bis speeches eh^us^iit, 
ahd not only eloquent, hut full bftti^ 
mation, full of fact, of argument, and alf; • 
covering a deep insight into all the Sub¬ 
jects, however complicated, upon which 
he touched. In short, I see, in every 
page, the orator, the scholar, the philoao- 
pher, the statesman, and, to crown all, the 
friend of freedom. And, what, in the 
same man, do I see now f An underling 
of the Jenkinsons and the Percevals ! 
When I look back to the manner in which 
he used to treat Lord Hawkesbury and Sir 
John Scott; when I read those famous an¬ 
swers of his to these and such like per- 
..sons; and, at (he same time, reflect on 
his present situation relatively to these 
persons, feelings thaf I dare not trust my- 
'self to describe press so upon me, 
that I am glad to think of any thing else, 

nothing being so humiliating to man. . 

That he rose unwilling to speak at the St. 
Patrick festival I can readily believe ; that 
he fell the necessity of doing it; that, in 
short, he dared not omit to do it, I verily 
believe. But this only makes the matter 
worse. And, then, to attempt to persuade 
the Meeting of what it was impossible for 
them to believe ! Poor Sheridan ! Though 
he has certainly been, in my opinion, 'for 
many years past, an enemy to the liberties 
of lingland ; though he has, in my view 
of things, dune infinite mischief; though 
he has, op many occasions, since 1796, 
been tlie principal cause of saving Pitt 
and his tribe from heavy blows; still I 
cannot help feeling sorrow at seeing a 
man of such talents fallen into such a state. 


Paper against Gold. -No. I—I said, 

when Lord .Stanhope^s Bill came into the 
House, that, less than a year, Bank 
Notes would belnade a LEGAL TENDER, 
and this is now going to be done, as the 
reader will see, and as the world will see, 
from th^ debate, which I have inserted be¬ 
low, ep,-which,I shall, at any rate, endea¬ 
vour to insert.'-Let others amuse them¬ 

selves with the disputes abniLt who shall be 
ih the ministry; about this appointment 
knd that appointment; abAut the successes 
of the war in the Peninsula. These things 
I leave to them ; but, when 1 hear of mea¬ 
sures relative to Bank Notes, I begin to 
look abouP me. — —The pre.seiit measure 
appdftrs to have ridden into parliament 
updn the back of a petition, presented by 
Ci^itlereagiH from certain persons in the 
North oflreUhd, praying that the benefi 
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edtp Ireland; tbit is to say, praying that 
they might be protected against the de- 
itiaiid pf payment in gold on the part of 
their (andiords; or, in other w'ords, pray¬ 
ing that they might be protected in a re¬ 
fusal to pay part of what they owed to the 
said landlords. A very natural prayer, 
and one, it seems, which is to be granted 
with all convenient speed.——-But, as I 
am now entering a-new upon this subject, 
and shall have to continue it from week to 
Week, I will here go back a little, in order 
to put upon record what has taken place 
since the passing of Lord Stanhope’s Bill 
in July last.-Loan King brought ac¬ 

tions against his tenants, or at least, an atf- 
lion against one tenant, for recovery of his j 
rent in gold, and he, at the same time, j 
gape a notice to the officer of the court not to 
receive bank notes in payment into court. It 
seems, however, that the officer did receive 
the bank notes, and that proceedings were 
stayed thereon. This, if decided to be law, 
would have saved all further trouble ; for 
it would, in fact, be making the notes a 
legal tender at once; for, what is a legal 
tender but this: that there is no law to com¬ 
pel you to pay in any thing else. That is 
what is meant by a legal tender; and, 
therefore, if there were no means by 
which Lord King could force his tenant tp 
pay him in any thing but bank notes, bank 
notes are a legal tender.——In the mean¬ 
while, however, the question Came before 
the Qhief Judge in another shaped A land¬ 
lord had demanded gold in payment of 
rent; the tenant oiTered him bank notes; 
the landlord refused them; the tenant stood 
out; the landlord seized by distress; and 
the tenant brought an action of replevin. 
The following is the re[vrt of the trial, 
as published in the lyjws-papcrs. It 
took place, in the Court 4>f King’s Bench, 
on the 15th of February last, before Lord 
Ellenborough —BRAY.t'/TSKs HILL. 

——Mr. Garhow said, that thf plaintiff 
«occupied properly to a consiaerable 
•• amount,^ belonging to a Mrs. Shepherd, 
*• mother of Mr. Shepherd, an Attorney 
'* of the Court, situated in Holborn. Mr- 
" Shepherd acted as agent for his mother 
in regard to this property, and was in 
" the habit of receiving the rent of it, on 
" her account. On the 20thj)f July last, 
** the rent then due, amounting to 54/. 12s. 
*' was tendered to Mr. Shepherd; ojift he 
" refused to receive it, unless it was paid 
" in the current coin of the country,Hhat 
i< to ill guineas. A proper tender, 



I'' l^e Lejimid Counsel onderstood, 

•• be proved to hare been made. !( 

"be for the defendant, Mr. George 
" deil Hill, who made the levy, under the 
" orders of Mr. Shepherd, to account for 

" this conduct.-- Mr. Samuel Barker, 

" Attorney for the plaintiff, proved the 
" lender of the rent due having been made 
" to Mr. Shepherd, on the 26 ih of July. 

“ Mr. Shepherd objected to receive it, un- 
" less it was paid in the current coin tk the 
" realm. He said hjr, Bray had been ira- 
" pudeiit to him ; that he was determined 
" to punish him: and distrain upon his • 
" goods against four o’clock that afternoon, 

" unless the rent was paid to him in the 
" current cgin of the c^urtt^J^ He did 
" not mention his mother. A distress was 
*' put in on the Monday, being the 22d of 
" July, and the goods were replevied. 
"Mr. Shepherd, at*the same time said, 

" that, when the next quarter became due. 
"he would sue on the covenant in the 
" lease, unless the rent was paid in the 

"current coin.- Creecy, hostler to the 

" plaintiff, proved, that the defendant 
" came in to the plainliff'’s house, to make 
" the levy, on the 22d of July. The wit- 
" ness saw the amount tendered to the de- 
" fendantiti Bank of England notes, before 
" the distress was made, but which the de- 
" fendant refused to accept, saying he 
" would have nothing but gold, or hard 
" cash. The individual notes then ten- 
“ dered to th# defendant, the witness had 
“ l^pt in his possession ever since, and 
" now produced.——MR. PARK, for the 
" defendant, was stopped by the Court 
" from apologising Jor so ungracious a de- 
•• fence; and Mr. Garrow chose to suffer a 
" verdict for the defendant, instead of 
" being non-suited, that the defence might 

"be recorded.’- Lord F-llenb'orough 

‘#said, HB WAS EXTREMELY SORRY 
" JN .THIS CASE T6 TELLTHE JURY 
"THAT BAN^-NOTES WERE NOT 
" YET A LEGAL TENDER, and that 
" the defltndant WAS COMPETENT IN 
" POINT OF LAW TO MAKE GOOD 
" THIS DEFENCE. The jury hesitated ;. 
" but his Lordsh^ told them ihat^eitber 
" he nor they could HELP THE LAW.* 

" and although their PRIVATE WISHES 
" might be alike*in this case, they must 
" leave the law to those who were compe- 
" tent to relieve them. THE MOTIVE 
»" OF THIS DEFENCE WAS MOST AP- 
" PARENT; but it would be dangerous 
" foe the administration of justice to taller 
"their inclinations to warp their duty. 
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tbi$ r(?p^t of * be judge’s «^ecfa l-^IE nil 
no remsrfe* lehall tetre tjw proper 
reoiarib to suggest tfaeiiselves la the rea¬ 
der, who may, if he pleSses, communicate 
them to others, tiui, one thing is clear, 
that, if the report of this speech be Cor¬ 
rect, Bank of England notes were not 
deemed, by this Judge, a legal tender on 
the ]5th ot February last; and, if so, the 
payopent of them tnro court could not make 
them a legal tender; for, to say that they 
are nor a /egal tender till the sum due be 
.'sded for, and that they are a legal tender 
afterviardt, is nonsense too gross tojie tole¬ 
rated.-—The distress made by Mr.bhep- 
herd, in the above case, was previous to the 
operation of Lord Stanhope’s''act, which 
would havQ^ prevented the distress, but not 
the result of an action of debt, or of an ^eci^ 

tnenl.' -That bank notes are not^n legal 

tender the Jadge clearly said. Indeed, it 
was impossible for him to say otherwise, 
unless he had gone directly in the teeth 
of the decided cases as well as of the written 
law; and, it i.s now seen, that the thing 
can go on no longer without making them 
a legal tender.——In my next I shall 
clearly explain Mr. Perceval’s measure to 
my readers; but, in the mean while, 1 
wish them to be upon their guard against 
the deception of words, of naJnes, and not to 
look upon a titing to be </<uor that, merely 
becausc 'it is called by this or that name. 
1 beg them to b^ar in mind; that, let the 
measure go by what name it will., tf it 
leaves a man no legal means of erf arcing pay¬ 
ment in gold, it Is the making qf bank notes a 

legal lender. -Mr. Perceval says, there 

have been only three cases where people 
have, since last year, endeavoured to en¬ 
force payment in gold. Ah! he well 
knows how many cases there would soon 
be after the decision of Lord piiag’s case,, 
if no law w«re passk^d to prevent them. 
Scores of people; hundi-eds of jieople, 
were opiy waiting for the decision in the 
spit of Lord King.—-tlloweveif, let the 
thing go on ! All that we have to do is to 
, wait patiently for its ultimate consequences, 
which wUl,l am convinced, bemost happy 
for this comdry.—rThf debate, upon the 
making of Mr. Perceyal’s piopo'sition, 
should be carefully r^d. A coay will 
come when ill'ttf ch debates will be sought 
^ter. Lord BoaiNopPN, in the House of 
i^rds, Wt nigh|i is reported to have said, 
that his noble friend^ Lords Grenville and 
Grey^ " did not wish tofkrow open the Bank, 
*' but to restore eur current to its former 


•y kec^tkfttl tteaeJ* ^t. «MJ| ^ 

thjw as e&ctually as hie 

not bomoch longer about it. 
is pursuing the only mode that phtifi 
points out. He is resolved to 
going as long as it will go. He finds rt 
swer his purposes now, and he ddes not 
trouble fatmself about what it wilt do hy- 
and-by. If I was the owner of all the 
bank notes, 1 should, pf course, do every 
thing in my power to make them go ; apd 
ghould, I dare say, be very slow to coip*. 
prehend how they were to do any body 

harm.-Let him go ott! He is a bravp 

little man, and will, I warrant him, do the 
thing completely before he quits the con- 
oern^., 1 have long thought and said that 
he was destined to this, and now, I think, 
no man can doubt the fact. 

W*'. COBBETT. 
iState Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

Wtk March, 1812. 

FOREIGN TROQPS. 

Debate, in the House of Commons, on Tues¬ 
day, the lOth of March, 1812. 

(Concludedfrom p. S52..J 
... As far as he was ca¬ 
pable of forming an opinion of the true 
ct^nstruction of the latter Act, it embraced 
hvo distinct objects. The one was for 
forming foreign corps or battalions, and 
the other was for allowing foreigners to 
accept commissions in our service". When 
the Hun.‘ Baronet (bir F. Burdett) said, 
that we had no need to rely on foreigners 
for our protection, he would ask, whether 
any man, looking at the present state of 
our navy and army, cpuld for a moment 
suppose that we trusted to foreigners for 
our defence ? (|iear, hear !) Could any 
body see any thing in the enlistment ^ 
foreigners in the^resent times, except the 
desire of using all the means which na¬ 
turally presented themselves to us in 
the great contest in which we were now 
engaged? This enlistment begap by 
taking into our service the Hanoverians 
who escaped from the pdw^ of lhe‘ 
enemy. Could it be said that those soU 
dierii, epming into the country under those 
circumstances, ought to be objects of jea* 
lousy to this country r (Hear, hmrtj The 
Hojii, Baronet seemed to thipk it p mon¬ 
strous thiu^ that we should punish as 
traito)^ subjects .-of this country ehfisting 
the seiyice of the enemy, wfeile we 
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htti ’iD tlftt he oeiild sm? no amtogy 
bei#eto tb^ :C»idi. ui^ 

iUiid ieii^rhg to Spain those J^aniifa 
frppt France had forciWv obliged 
tb to Deaihark, we baa enlisted 

fbetn into pur service, could any man say 
diat there would be any Vesembtance be> 
tvHeen the Spaniards entering into our ser> 
▼iUe under such circumstances, and our 
own subjects entering into that of the 
enemy ? It was the same with all foreigners 
whom we enlisted in our service. It might 
happen accidentally, .that a Frenchman 
might enlist by descriliing himself as i 
Gefman, but the Government never wished 
any Frenchman to be enlisted; they only 
wished to enlist men from those countries 
which France most unjustly oppresses, and 
Whose population she forces into her ar¬ 
mies. He did not feel himself bound to 
say any thing in defence of the policy of 
the laws to which he had referred, as the 
present Government had not made those 
laws, but found them. The original law 
which allowed 10,0()0 foreign troops to be 
employed, had, under the late adminis¬ 
tration, been amended, so as to increase 
the number to the present amount of 
16,000 men* He had therefore nothing 
to do with the policy of those laws, but 
merely to state his opinion of their fair 
construction. Notwithstanding the pre¬ 
amble., and the first two sections of the 
act which had been read by a Right HotW 
Baronet (Sir J. Newport) he must contend, 
that it was permitted by that law for fo¬ 
reigners to accept commissibns in our 
army generally, and there was no excep¬ 
tion made that they should not be on the 
staiF. He would defy any man to affix 
any meaning whatever to the 3d section 
of the act, if that were not the meaning. 
He allowetj with the Rt. Hon. Bart, that 
the preamble was usually considered as 
the key to a statute; but it was* not such 
a key as to lock up entfrely the obvious 
meaning of the enacting clauses. Where 
there was a doubt about the; meaning of a 
clause, he thought that such doubt could 
be best e.xplained by reference to tfie pre¬ 
amble; byt when the clause wa.s clear, it 
could not be narrowed from its obvious 
meaning by any words in the preamble.-t- 
The Right Honourable Gentleman here 
proceeded to read the 3d clause of the Act 
of the 46th, in which be contended there 
was tio mention of battalions gr corps, but 
only of enlistment generally. Frqpi the 
whole construction of this clause, there¬ 
fore, he was induced to think that it jmr- 
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with tint <tte«ptioD, indedd, that 
•ions in bur own regiments were not id be 

J iven to any foreign Catholics, thougb '» 
id not extend to the exclusion of privatee 
who were foreigners. This appeared to 
him to be the construction of, the Act pf 
Parliament in question. Whether the 
Afct sbould continue in force or not, was 
a fair subject for future consideration; but 
such being, as he conceived, its* fair 
meaning, no blams could attUch to Go¬ 
vernment for having followed that inter¬ 
pretation. A great deal of the blame, if * 
there was any, would depend upon the ex¬ 
tent to which the practice of enlisting fo¬ 
reigners h«l been carried: it certainly 
would be impolitic and unjustifiable to en¬ 
list them in preference to natiVb soldiers; 
but if it should turp out that any enlist¬ 
ment of foreigners, whether as officers or 
privates, had been of a very limited ex¬ 
tent, then the whole question, under the 
present circumstances of the country, w'ould 
assume a very different aspect. Neither, 
upon the whole, did he believe it would be 
found that thewhole of the foreigners,whe¬ 
ther in separate battalions, or in native re¬ 
giments, engaged at present in the home 
service, exceeded the number of 16,000 
men, as specified in the Act of Parliament. 
■—The Noble Lord had also adverted to 
the appointment of Count Munster as one 
of the Commissic^ers for superintending 
his Majesty’s* property. If that was an 
unlawful act, he (Mr. P.) was ready to ac¬ 
knowledge that he was guijty of having 
advised it. He had recommended that 
appointment, and he had done .so under a 
perfect ignorance of the nature or extent 
of his Majesty’s property ; but merely 
under the impression, that some of it 
might be of Hanoverian extraction, if he 
nfight be flowed to qse such a term; and 
that therefore n^^ person was better quali¬ 
fied to give useful information and super- 
inlendance on the subject than that gen¬ 
tleman. *If, however, within the.letter of 
the law, the appointment was illegal, be 
thought it at least entirely within its 
spirit; and would only add, that if found 
to be wrong whea viewed both with re¬ 
gard to the Tetter gmd the spirit of the Act 
of Settlement, wffiy then let it be cor¬ 
rected ; but if found only incompatible 
with its letter. Administration would have 
\ fair claim to be indemnified for the ad¬ 
vice they had given. This was a rabjed^ 
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NvbkJUwd, M BoiiQiBiiltatA jpo^^ 
ivitfa tbe notioo Is^foiw 
the ^oad of, thjs NolbW Lopl’s motion^ 
Ji« reaHy ihoug^t^tlt;Afe«ki be ottm'iy ioi« 
ponsibla tu find,out alt Uie forei^ers who 
were serving in our regiments; mr tbe en¬ 
quiry must not only extend to.tbe whole 
of this country, but you must send out to 
Portugal, to the East and West Indies, and 
to all parts of tbe globe, in short, where 
our troops were entployed. Even if. such 
an enquiry were practicable, he saw no 
object to be attained by it that would com¬ 
pensate the trouble; particularly as the 
' i^^oble Lord himself seemed to admit, that 
there were not in this country, at lelst, sa 
many foreign troops upon the whole aa the 
law would admit, though tlyeir numbers 
might be very considerable abroad. As 
to the production of the names of all the 
foreign officers employed in the British 
service, he really could not think it by 
any means proper. Was it wholly a 
matter of indifierence, that such a list 
should be published, and get abroad to 
the enemy, thus, perhaps, endangering 
the lives of some of those officers, should 
they fall into the hand.s of the French ? , 

General Takleton observed, that as to 
obtaining returns of tbe foreigners in our 
service, of which the Right Hon. Gen¬ 
tleman doubted the possibility, nothing 
was more easy ; for there were annual re¬ 
turns given in tu tbe War-office from 
every rbgiment, which specified the age, 
size, birth, and country of* every man in 
the army. With regard to the general 
principle of employing foreigners in the 
array, he wou\d only say, that if the war 
was continued on its present extensive 
scale, we could hardly have too many fo- 
reigoers in our service; but they ought 
to be kept in separate battalions : for as to 
taking Germans and other foreigners into 
our native regiments, he could not top 
much reprobate tbe^practice ; it was like 
mixing up tbe base inetdis with, our own 
fine golti and silver. Tbe Germans, as 
n people, bad been overrun aud*degraded 
by the French ; and did any body sup- 
, pose that our native troops, fighting for 
their own soil, would be overcome, like 
ibe Ruasiims and others ? He would-say, 
then, take as many troops into your ser¬ 
vice as you please, but keep them distinct, 
and call them ifierccnaries. 

Lobb a. Hamilton thought, that if the 
coostruction of the Act of the 46th of the 
King was such as had been stated by the 
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objectii^^lli^^ it 

wawa ..hew’ 

'ppae,;.. .This tdl^rdj^d'' an'. ^a^i{tiimsd,^lMi|>i^ 
fbr the production of the .returmt 
moved for>^ The praedee of giving *b 
many xommi^ions appeared ^jectiook 
able, when there were many British of¬ 
ficers who wanted employment and conUt 
not get it. 

Ma. Perceval observed, in explanatiim, 
that the commissions of foreign officers 
were only given for the duration of the 
•war- 

Mr. Bennett wished to state a fact 
which came within his own qbservatibn, 
and which had some reference to the pre¬ 
sent topic. He was at Gibraltar some time 
ago, and he saw at the depot of that gar¬ 
rison, 3 or 400 men who bad belonged 
to Dupont's army. They were by no 
iheans Germans, for he had conversed with 
som.e of them, who told him they were 
actually Parisians. This was a circum¬ 
stance which deserved enquiry. He could 
not help referring to the regulation which 
revailed in the .lOtb light dragoons, pro- 
ibiting the enlistment of Irishmen. Was 
it to be endured, that such an indignity 
should be put upon the Irish nation, as to 
exclude them from any regiment in the 
service.? Were the Irish not only to be 
denied their just rights, but also to have 
|uch an indignity as this inflicted on their 
feelings? (Hear.) 

Mb. Perceval stated, that be never 
heard of any such regulation. 

Colonel Palmer wished to observe, 
that the only .reason why Irishmen had 
not of late been enlisted into that regiment, 
was because a "great number of them had de¬ 
serted out of it, and the, digicully of recouping 
them was so great, that it was thought itrofet 
to decline enlisting anj/ more. 

Loro Folkestone replied at consider¬ 
able length. Hh declared, that the object 
of his motion was not to obtain the names 
of tbe foreign officers and privates in our 
service, but merely their numbers, their 
age, ££c.‘ specifying at the same time tlie 
particular regiments in which they served. 
Ho totally diiiered with the Ch'Siticellor of 
the Exchequer in his construction qf the 
Act of the 46th of the King. When he 
questioned the interpretation of the Bight 
Hon. Gentleman, he was aware tfiat h« 
was contending with fearful odds; consi¬ 
dering both*^tbe influence of that Hon. Gen¬ 
tleman in the House; and tbe legal habit 
of Eis former life. Probably he himself 
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{Msacd. But hot«ltl]«tand> 
^ (Lord F.) would lusert, that 
(Be wliole of the-act reicTred only to the 
foroiation of foreign corps> and did not at 
ail permit the enlistment of foreigners into 
our native regiments. As to the 3d 
chiuse of the Act, it merel}'- authorised the 
future enlistment of foreigners into such 
foreign corps as had been already formed. 
It was perfectly absurd to suppose that it 
conid mean to repeal the Act of Settle- 
mem, by admitting foreigners to places ol^ 
military trust in our own regiments. The 
Noble Lord then proceeded to repeat his 
dislike of entertaining Germans in our Own 
regiments. They had not defended their 
own government, their laws, and their 
homes, when attacked by the French ; 
nay, in the Convention by which they 
surrendered Hanover to the enemy, they 
had taken care to stipulate for the conti- | 
nuance of their own pay and emoluments 
for a certain period, while they entirely 
neglected the interests of the people whom 
they were bound to defend. He even un¬ 
derstood, that an Hanoverian officer, who 
had a hand In the formation of that Con¬ 
vention, was either now or lately a General 
in Ireland. He trusted the Right Hon. 
Gentleman opposite would withdraw his 
opposition to the motion, which might be 
so worded, that the names of individuals 
would not appear. i 

Mr. Perceval declared, he had no ob¬ 
jection to'the production of the number of 
foreigners, whether privates or’ having 
commissions in our native regiments, spe¬ 
cifying also the regiments in which they 
served, provided it were confined to the 
home service, and ivot extended 'to those 
in Portugal^ and the East and West ladies. 

'J'his was acceded to, und the motion 
thus altered was put and agreed to. 

__ __ —«- 

BANK NOTES. ! 

Dtbate in the House of Cummons, on the 11 th 
' of' Monk 1812, on a motion-of Mr. 
Perceval for bringing in a Bill to -pro¬ 
tect peflsoAs offering payment in lia^ 
Notes. 

Lord Castlereagh presented a Peti¬ 
tion from the towns of Belfast and Cole¬ 
raine, praying that the Act of last Session 
respecting Bank Notes in this Country 
might be extended to Irelaifd. The te¬ 
nantry in Ireland could hardly have exist¬ 
ed if it had not been for the liberality of 
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lief, ares« variety of dbgiieaa lit 

which th» liberality was at present ex> 
tended to them. Some Landings afforded 
them relief at the full extent, by taking 
payment of their net rent in l^nk Notee, 
without any addition. Others took an ad¬ 
dition of 2, 3, 4, and even 5 per cent, 
while others again demanded the full 
amount in guineas ; thus rendering it a 
matter of extreme hardship> the differ¬ 
ence in price amotmting to 20 or 22? per 
cent. , 

Mr. Wellesley PolX submitted that 
there would be great injustice, if-the enact¬ 
ments of the Bill, which had been passed as 
applicable to England.during the last year,- 
were not noYv extended to Ireland. He 
was happy, therefore, that his Right Hon, 
Friend, (Mr. Perceval) had agreed to ex¬ 
tend the provisions of the Bill which be 
was about to move for leave to bring in, to 
Ireland, thereby communicating the same 
advantages to one part of the Empire as 
to the other. 

The Petition was then brought up, and 
read, and was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Perceval rose for the purpose of 
moving for leave to bring in a Bill for con¬ 
tinuing witii Amendments, the Act which 
had just been the subject of conversation, 
and also for extending the .same to Ireland. 
It would not be' necessary for him to make 
many observations in this stage of the bu¬ 
siness ; and as he was now only to move 
for leave to brhig in a Bill to continue an 
Act,already in force in this country for a 
limited period, he presumed his present 
motion would not experience any mate¬ 
rial opposition. The course which he 
would wish to pursue, he should shortly 
state to the House. As the provisions of 
the Bill were now proposed to be extend¬ 
ed to Ireland, he should allow more time 
f<)F its progress through tlie House, than if 
ithad,merely bten confined to thiccounr 
try; and this heVas disposed to the more 
knowing the great inconvenience it would 
occasion to the Irish Members if called on 
to give their attendance till after the 
Assizes in that country. So that he should 
propose that the Bill be now brought up, 
that it be read a ijecond time before the 
holidays, and th4t the Comn^ittee be fixed 
for some day aflcr'the recess, when there 
should have been an opportunity afiTorded 
to Geotlemen in Ireland, of fully consider- 
ftig the subject.* He should now shortly 
state the provisions of the Bill, namely, to 
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coiitiaafi t|(e proTiilbns of tbe fornier 
aj)d to ef tend tlhom to l^etuid, so # lb 
roodtfr th« law bitke in botiji 
add to introduce clauses widen s>io|jid go 
to protect payments made by parties into 
Court; payments made to parties out oF 
C^durt; antf payments made in discharge 
of all ailtd eVery manner of proceeding at 
law in the nature of distress. He Iiad 
exantined and had not* been able to fiqd 
any actions where tenders had been made, 
brought since the passing of the last Act, 
beyond the number of three. One of 
these was an action of Replevin, tried 
before Lord Ellenborough, in which, as 
the law stood, the plaintifl!' fell to haae a 
verdict. Another was an action for the 
small sum of \5l. brought by Lord King 
against one of his tenants, foa the purpose, 
he liad no doubt, of trying the point. 
There the* money was* oilered to be paid 
into Court; a notice was given that it 
would not be received; it whs, "Ifowever, 
paid in, and the proceedings had been 
•tayed. The third was also an action for 
a small sum, which was paid into Court, 
and no proceedings afterwards took place. 
The Bill which he was now to move for 
leave to continue, it appeared, therefore, 
had been no impeditnent to an action for 
money; and be hardly supposed it would 
he now urged that there was in this Coun¬ 
try that great disposition, to resist the 
measure which Gentlemen had last year 
stated d'd exist. He was, of course, con¬ 
firmed in the opinio'n he had expressed 
when the matter was last before the House, 
that hostility to the measure wasnotauen- 
timent generally prevalent in the country, 
and that there were but few who Would be 
inclined to folhiw the example of the Noble , 
Lord (King). It might be said, if the evil | 
was of so very limited an extent, there 
was no need of a remedy. In this he could 
not concur; for if men once found that 
they couldj, by opgressipn against their 
neighbours, promote theif own advantage, 
there were, he was afraid, many who, if 
not resiraineo by law, would not scruple 
tp do so; but the rarity of the attempt to 
commit an evil afforded consolation when 
a remedy was sought to b« provided 
ag&inst it: and the present measure was' 
ooly giving tecurity Ao that species ofj 
paymwit which the grentbodyof the peo¬ 
ple were wHting to receive. He concluded 
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countrietirj Jlarndmaai, 

the same td Jrefand. 

LoRn FotKEsToNS could not, eren .in 
that early stage of the business, foi’bear 
expressing his astonishment at the;flippiiit 
manner of the Right Honourable Gentle* 
iimn, while he proposed to the Honse a 
matter of so much importance as^lhe pre- 
sent-^^a measure which was nothing snort 
of proposing that Bank Paper shnyld be- 
"cornea legal tender. He should object 
to the measure merely if it went to con* 
tinue the Bill of last Session as it at pre¬ 
sent stood ; but he could not forbear ex- 

f ressing his astonishment, that the Right 
loiiourable Gentleman sl^uld have come 
forward with the present proposition, re¬ 
collecting, as he must do, that he agreed 
last year, when the Bill was proposed for 
a limited time, that he would not propose 
any renewal of it, till once an examination 
into the subject had taken place. What 
the Right Honourable Genilernan was 
proposing to-night, however, and that too 
without any previous examjpation, was 
nothing less than'that Bank of England 
Notes should be made a legal tender. 
(Mr. Perceval said No.] — The Noble 
Lord said, this, unquestionably, was the 
.effect of what was now proposed, for the 
tnoment an action was brought, that mo¬ 
ment (lid Bank Notes become a legal ten¬ 
der, if the proposition of the Right Hon. 
Gcntleinari was agreed to, A Noble Lord 
opposite (Castlereagli) had presented a 
Petition, praying that the provisions of 
this Bill shouljl be extended to Ireland. 
The Noble Lord, however, when the 
matter was last year before the House, 
did not think it necessary that the mea¬ 
sure should be extended to Ireland, stating 
that the 'buying and selling of guineas 
was quite a tradd there. When the House 
now saw af Petition from a number of per¬ 
sons, praying.that the Bill should be ex¬ 
tended to Ireland, where, it was admitted, 
it would make a difference of about 20 
per cent, in the rates of payn\^nt, did it 
not become the House to inquire who 
were these Petitioners i Were they land¬ 
lords or tenants ? Were they creditors or 
debtors ? 

(To be continued.} 
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TO EARL GREY, 

ft» THE Conduct of the Regent, 

AND 

THE Prospects of Party. 


My Lord, 

A passage iti a report of your lordship’s 
speech, in the House of l.ords, upon Lord 
Boringdon’s motion, which passage I will 
notice more particularly by-and-by, has 
suggested to me, that it might be useful to 
submit to you some observations upon the 
ferment which has been excited by the 
recent Measures of the Prince Regent, and 
upon the Prospects of Party ; this, there¬ 
fore, 1 shall do, in the hope of producing 
a somewhat more rational way of thinking 
upon these" matters than, at this moment, 
appears to prevail. 

The conduct of the Prince in keef)ing 
bis present ministers has been censured 
with all the bitterness of disappointed am¬ 
bition ; all the resources of talent seem to 
have been brought forth against him; a 
man, I believe, more severely satirized 
never apjieared before the public. That 
he has disappointed the hopes of* many is 
certain ; and, that it is r/iy opinion, that he 
has nut done what the public good re¬ 
quired, I need not say, it Being my well- 
known persuasion, »,hat nothiiig”can save 
England from utter ruin but a total change 
of system, whicl), of course, implies a total 
change of men. 

But, my lord, while <At)y)eo/»/e have good 
ground of complaint; while -.they may 
well despair at seeing the new era” com¬ 
mence without any act or circumstance to 
warrant the hope of a change of tRat sys¬ 
tem, which has brought them into their 
present state ; I cannot, for my part, see 
the justice of the complaints of the party, 
to whom the Prince has, upon this occa¬ 
sion, caused so much disappointment. It 
may be very safe for some persons to 
speak of his conduct in such tqrins as they 
have spoken of it in the public p.^ints ; 
but, for me, my expressions are known to 
be too faithful a delineation of my senti¬ 
ments, and those sentiments are too ^eli 
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known to be no more than the foundation 
of what I only want the power to turn 
into actions; in short, I am too well known 
to be in earnest, to make it prudent fijr me 
to take the liberty, jri a case like this, even 
to state, as the subject of comment, that 
which others unreservedly assert. * 

Enough, however, may be said for the 
purposes which I have in view. The 
Prince is cljarged with many things; his 
conduct is placed in every point of view 
calculated to exhibit it to disad^'antage; it 
is made to assume all sorts of hideous 
forms ;’but, after all, it amounts, vvilli re¬ 
gard to party, to no more than this: THAT 
HE HAS ABANDONED MIS FOILVIER 
POLITICAL ERINCIPLES, The talk 
aboui^/brr/ier friends is nothing but talk. 
Besides, that it argues a system of mere 
favouritum. The charge, to make it a 
charge of any weight, must lie, an abandon^ 
inenl of political principles; and, this is the 
charge, which, in all manner of ways, 
under all shapejs and forms, has been pre¬ 
ferred agaitist him. Let us, therefore, look 
a little more closely into this charge, atid 
see whether it be just. 

It has been‘bo where, that I have seen, 
explicitly stated what those ^niuciptes are, 
which the Prince is said to haye abandoned. 
They are called thuprinciples of 31r. Fax ; 
but, those, who so call them, would j)ci— 
well to explain to us what those principles 
were ; or, raihcr, which of Mr. Fox’s prin- 
ci[)Ies are meant. The principles he 
maintained when on the side of Lord North 
before the"American war, at which lime I 
remember a speech of his in support of 
Ex-Officio Informations; the principles 
he maintained during the American war 
against Clord North; the principles he 
maintained in conjunction with Lord North 
after the American war ; the princi|jles he ’ 
maintained during the Anti-jacobin war 
against Lord Grenville and in the present 
war against Lord .*:>idmbuth; or, the prin¬ 
ciples be Maintained when he came into 
office with both of those Lords at once. 
Those who accuse the Prince of having 
‘Abandoned Mr. Fox’s principles should 
point out to us which set of principles they 
mean, 

O 
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It is howerer, fair to presume, that they | for augmenting the number of Gerajin 
mean the priucipiea wbicH Mr. Fox pro- Troops from 10,000 to 16,000 men, ifed 
fessed at/as<, when he was in place, and, for screening all those who had advised 
of coarse had the power of a<^ng as well such augmentation to be illegally made ? 
as of professing; and, as the complaint Is it the principle upon which Lord Gren- 
against the Prince, is, that he has kept in ville declared that Hanover ought to be 
the present ministers instead of removing as dear to us as Hampshire; and upon 
them to make way for you and your party, which Mr. Fox stated in his dispatches, 
the charge of having abandoned his pi-in- that he should advise the king never to 
ciples implies, that he would riot have consent to any peace, in which the re¬ 
abandoned them if he had taken your party storationof Hanover should not be pro- 
in.; implies, that, in your party, the vided for ? Is it the principle upon which 
good old principles of, the Prince were to Lord Grenville became the author»of the 
be found ; and that, in choosing the pre- Sedition Bills; or that upon which your 
'sent ministers he has necessarily changed Lordship and Mr. Fox and Lord Erskine 
his good old principles for bad new prin- and the rest of your party, in spite of all 
ciples. This, my lord, is the fair mter* your pledges, tl^ought proper to let re- 
pretation of ihe'charge brought by your main in force those most daring of all tlw 
party against the Prince, and this charge many blows against the rights and li- 
is not, as T think I shall clearly shew, berties of the people ? fis it the principle 
founded in truth. , upon which the Income Tax was raised 

As to what pei'sonal promises the Prince from 6^ to 10 per centum by those very 
may have made to your party, of these I men who had, a hundred times, declared 
know nothing. That is an affair between it to be a tax essentially odious and tyran- 
him and those to whom the promises were nical ? Is it the principle upon which, while 
made. But, 1 cannot perceive, that, by the burdens of the people were_ thus aug- 
choosing the present set of men for his meiited, the king was, for the first time, 
ministers in preference to you and your exempted from paying any tax at all upon 
late colleagues, he has. abandoned, or immense private property ? To cut short 
•hewn a disposition to abandon, any public the list (for I might go on thus for a week), 
principle ; for, I am quite unable to dis- | is it the principle which bound your lord- 
cover aay dyfcrrace icAa/crc); between the j ship's lips in silence upon the subject 
principle of the two parties, if I am to , «f tiiat parliamentary reform, which you 
judge of their principles from their words | and your colleagues had so often repre- 
and actions. -And, if those whom the 1 seiited as absolutely necessary to the safe- 
Prince has chosen, act u'jion the very i ty of the country Is it the principle upon 
same principles as tliose whom he has Jeft, I which Mr. Porisonby acted, when he 
how can it he said that he has, by this 1 screened Mr. Perceval from inquiry upon 
choice, abandoned his principles *? To I the ground of the acts alledged against 
'come to particulars, what is the principle ; him by Mr. Maddocksbeing as" notorious 
that he has abandoned in choosing Mr. as the sifn at noon day 
Perceval for his minister ? Is it the prirt- Is it of having abandoned these princi- 
ciple upon which Mr. Fox maintained (as jdes, or any one *f them, that the Prince is 
lord Arden and Mr. Perceval have done accused ?’ Ls it contcniled, that Mr. Per- 
since) that ^ sinccut^ office is ft frecholdet ceval is hostilefto principles like these ? 
Is it the principle which actuated* those No man will, 1 think, venture upon such a 
who obtained an act of parliament to eii- task. Upon what l hen, does your lordship 
abler Lord Grenville to hold a sinecure of differ wij,h Mr. Perceval as to any thing 
4',000/. a tjear along with a‘place of that can be called ? The t’ar^o/ic 

6,000/.? Is it the principle which die* ' Sluestionf If this bo asserted, le.t it be 
' tated tjie putting of the Chief Judge into 1 borne in mind, that, when in*power,yoK 
the Cabinet ? Is it the principle which in- { mdyour colleagues abandoned the Catholics; 
duced the Foxites to miike the people pay for, though you had brought the Bill for 
the debts of Pitt; and, to vote him a (u- ^ their relief into the House of Commons, 
neral and a monument, at the people's ^ you withdrew it, and were willing to retain 
expencOf on account of his " public ser-I your places ,pithout being permitted to carry 
“ vices," when those Foxites had, for ; the treasure. Nay, since that time, you 
twenty years, represented him as th^ : haws refused to support the measure un- 
deadly foe of the coupt^y ? Is it the prin- j coupled with the Pc/o, to which the Ca- 
cipleupon which a bill was brought in i thdlics do not, and will not, agree, Slo 



by the Opposition when Mr. Maddpcks 
made the charge against him rcs^i^ii^ the 
uats in parliament. Upon that important 
point the two parties were perfectly well 
agreed. They agree equally well upon 
the subject of Sinecures and Pensions. They 
hare nothing to reproach each other with 
as to the expenditure of the DroiVs of Ad- 
miralty. Both have been liberal in their 
additional grants to th( several branches of 
the Royal Family. Both dissolved the par¬ 
liament soon after they came into power, 
though the regular period was in neither 
case nearly arrived*. Neither has taken 
any measure for reducing the amount of the . 
taxes. The one began and the other fol¬ 
lowed up the issuing of the Orders in 
Council. The war in Sicily originated 
with one parly and has been continued by 
the other. And. as to the war in the Pen¬ 
insula, though the late ministry could not 
begin it,,and though they have partially 
blamed the mode of conducting it, they 
have never condemned the principle of 
fighting for Ferdinand and the Inijuisitlon, 
while, upon many occasions, they/iwve 
distinctly disclaimed a wish to see our 
troops withdrawn. 

In nothing material, therefore, that I 
can see, do the principles of tiie two par¬ 
ties differ; and, if their principles be the 
same, or nearly the same, as to all matters 
afl'ecting the people, it would be extreme 
folly in the people to join in thus nut-cry 
against the Prince, and to look upbn him 
as having abandoned bis prineiplcji merely 
because he has preferred the parly in 
power to the parly out of. power. Ail the 
writers who keep up this eVy lend theii 
hand towards deceiving the people, who. 
are thereby drawn off from the objects .to 
which their attention ought to be riveted ; 
namely, the manner in which the taxes are 
expended, and the. means of obtaining a par¬ 
liamentary reform. 

I nojv come to the passage, *10 the re¬ 
port of vopr Lorefship’sspeech, mentioned 
at the outset of my letter. It relates to 
that secret* influence, which has been so 
much talked of. The wards, as they stand 
in the re[)orl, are as follows—“ There 
“ was one point, his I.ordsbip said, on 
» which be had tq, make a few observu- 
" tinns, and a point in his estimation of 
“ paramount itnporlance. He alluded to 
" the existence of ah unseen and .upnrate 
“ influence behind the throne. An infioente 
‘'»of this kind had too long prevailed, npt 
less incompatible with tiie constitution, 
“ than with the best hiterests of the conn* 
0 2 


tfa«V reaHy; I think it would be very 
difficult to shew how the Prince has aban- 
doned any principle [pvm as regards the 
Catholics) in preferring Mr. Perceval and 
his colleagues to the members of the late 
ministry. If the Prince has, at any time, 

f iromised to grant the prayer of the Catho- 
ics, whenever in his power; and, if he 
does not grant that prayer, when it is in 
his power, he will be guilty of a breach of 
promise, and I am sure that I shall be 
amongst the last to wish to see his conduct 
defended, or to see an excuse made for it;, 
but, I should still say, that, if he were to 
make the relief of the Catholics yield to 
his own convenience, he woald have the 
example of the late ministry to keep him 
in countenance; for, theyj having brought 
ill a bill for the “ emancipation'* of the 
Catholics ; nay, my lord, it wasyo« who 
brought in that bill; having brought in 
that bill, which was stated to be absoltuely 
necessary to the tranquillity of Irelandi hav¬ 
ing brodght it in and had it read a first 
time, you withdrew it, and .that too, as it 
was distinctly stated by your own party, 
because it was found to be displeasing to the 
king; that is<o say, because it was found 
to endanger your places; for, the people 
will always bear in mind, that it was 
not the insisting upon this measure that put 
you out, but the refusing to sign a promise 
never to propose the same measure at any future^ 
time. You were ready to abandon the 
measure of emancipationyor an indefinite 
period; but, you refused to sign the pro¬ 
mise never to revive it; and, indeed, well 
you might; for, if that promise had been 
signed, your tenure of office could not have 
been worth a day’s purchase! I am very 
much deceived if this," most thinking poo- 
ple” will not soon learn the TRUE HIS¬ 
TORY of tilt change ofeministry that I 
am now referring to> when they will, I 
imagine, perceive, that " Catholic Eman- 
cipation,” as it is called, had nothing at 
all to do with the matter; but, at any 
rate, they already know, that' this question 
was, by the last ministry, made to brtid to 
the desire of retaining power; and, there¬ 
fore, in making it yield to any purposes of 
Ills own, the Prince cannot be said to have, 
abandoned the principles of that ministry. 

To convince us, that, in preferring Mr. 
Perceval, the Prince has abandoned any 
public principle, it must be shown that the 
principles of the persons he has quitted 
d^er from those of the persons he Jjas 
chosen; and this, I am persuaded, cannot 
be shown. Mr, Perceval was’ supported 
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« try. An influence bf this odious charae- 
••ter, leading to consequences the most 
•• pestilent and disgusting, it would he the 
•• duty of parliament to branchy some sig- 
•• nal murk of condemnation. It #3s his 
*' rooted and unalterable principle, a prin- 
" ciple in which those with whom he had 
" the honour to act fully participated, «tw 
“ to accept of ojfife without coming to an un~ 
** derstanding with Parliament for the aboli- 
“ tionqf this destructive influence.'’ I have, 
myTiord, heard talk of ibis influence for a 
great many years; but I never could un¬ 
derstand what it meant. 1 have never 
heard it intelligibly described; and 1 have 
never been able to meet with any one who 
was qualified to^give me any thing like a 
correct idea of it. t 

What, then, my lord, is this invisible 
thing, behind the throne, which is so destruc¬ 
tive ? To treat it seriously, what can it 
mean but this, that the King, on*Regent, 
has some persons about him, whose advice < 
he follows in preference to that of his mi¬ 
nisters ; and, that the ministers are mere 
unaeratrappers in the hands of these se¬ 
cret and unseen advisers. This is possi¬ 
ble; but whose fault is it, if such an in¬ 
fluence prevail ? Certainly the fault of 
the ministers themselves, who condescend 
to fill their olhcesupon such terms. 'I'htre 
would, therefore, be no need of any under¬ 
standing with the parliament upon the sub¬ 
ject ; for, your Lordship would only have 
to refuse to submit to such an influence; 
when, of course, the influence would cease, 
or you w'ould cease to be a minister.* 

All this (vimplaining about unseen in¬ 
fluence, about this 8ta(.e witchcraft, arises 
from one-sole cause, the want of a refonyt in 
the House of Commons. If that measure 
were once adopted, we should hear' no 
more of these complaints; becau.se then, 
if the King listeneil to advice that was 
" destructive,” the Commons Would refttse 
to put the people’s money into such hands. 
This is the constitutional check* There is 
no other. A King has as much right to 
have hj^ private friends as any other per¬ 
son ; but, with a House of Commons such 
as a reform would produce, the counsels 
of those private friends could never do any 
harm. It is the intluiEnce of the liorough- 
fiiongers, my Lord, which is so “ destruc- 
live ;” that is the influence which the 
people of this country dread, and with 
good reason, for they most .sorely feel its 
cHects in the enormous taxes which thiby 
have to pay, and in the consequent misery 
that pervades the country. 


tsa? 

Your Lordship complains, that the raea- 
stire of " Catholic Emancipation^' is not 
adopted. And why is it not ? E >> useless 
to blame the ministers or even the Prince 
Regent. The fault, if any, is in the House 
of Commons; for, if that House were to tack 
the measure to a money bill, the measure, if 
the House fxirsisted, must go down. This 
was the way, in which measures were for¬ 
merly carried ; this is a way in which the 
House might carry them now; and, if it 
resort not to such means, the reason is, 
uthat it does not ^choose to do it; or, in 
other words, that it does not approve of 
the measure. If, therefore, the House of 
Commons be a fair representation of the 
people, and staijd in need of no reform, 
it is clear, that your Lordship’s opinions, 
as to this matter, are contrary to those of the 
people. And, indeed, ili the House of Com- 
aiotis be what is here supposed, we must 
take it for granted, that a very great ma¬ 
jority of the nation approve of the choice 
that the Prince has now made; that is to 
say, that they-approve of'his having re¬ 
jected your party; for, the niinister has 
unquestionably n very great majority in 
that House. 

To me nothing appears more inconsist¬ 
ent than tlic blame, which some per.soils 
are bestowing upon the Minister (or hav¬ 
ing moved a call of the. House for the dis- 
.cussion of the Catholic Petition, which 
motion has been described as setting up 
a cry of no-popery. This seems to me a 
very strange accusation. There are 658 
members ; all representatives of the people; 
all recently declared to be “ a full, free and 
“ fair representation of the people." Not a 
man of your Lordship’s party dissented 
from this declaration. VVell, then, this 
being the case, a call of the House, an as¬ 
semblage of all the members, appears to 
be the fairest possible proceeding ; and 
yettheminislepis blamed by some persons 
ior moving for that call, liis language to 
your party is this ; “ You agree with me, 
"that the members of this House are a 
" free, full, and fair representation of the 
" people. ; and, as we wish, upon the ap- 

preaching occasion, to decide agreeably 
"to the voice of the peqple, let ns have 
“ all the members present.” TJothing can 
be fairer than this ; nothing more frank ; 
nothing more honest, upon the supposition 
that the members are what they are de- 
cla^jed to be; and if they are not, the 
b^ame rests with all those who joined in, 
or who did not dissent from, the above 
declaration. 


POLITICAL REGlSTifiR.-^£rt<er to Eari Grey, 
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Whfn we take this view of the matter 
nothing appears more ridiculous than 
those complaints that we hear about the 
toeakiuis of the ministry, and those wishes 
we hear expressed, to see strong go- 
“ vernment,” as the cant of the day is. 
Strong government! There are few peo¬ 
ple, I believe, who do not find the govern¬ 
ment sufficiently strung for them; few who 
do not find it sufficiently sharp-sighted, 
long-armed, and hard-fisted. For iny 
part, I am sick of hearing my brother* 
journalists bawling out for a “ strong go- 
" verninent.” I have found it quite strong 
enough, and so will they, 1 dare say, in 
their turn. The strength of a govern¬ 
ment may be shown in two ways: to» 
wards the people under it, and towards 
foreign nations. Ours show's great vigour 
in the former way ; whether it will prove 
vigorous enough in the latter remains to 
be seen. But, at any rate, what has the 
parliament to do with forming a ministry ? 
It is for the king to choose Itis ministers, 
and for the parliament to grant or refuse 
money; and, 1 cannot help thinking, that 
all attempts Ho dictate to the king in the 
choosing of his ministry are very far in¬ 
deed from the plain sense and reason of 
the Fhiglish cf)nstitutiori. It is for the 
king to have for his advisers those per¬ 
sons in whr>m he has the most confidence.' 
All combinations of I’r eat families to force 

advisers on the king are iinnaioral and 
unjust; 5^et this was, it is well known, 
a favourite idea of Mr. Fox, who regarded 
.this as the only moans of obtaining a suffi¬ 
cient check on the royal authority. But. 
in truth, this notion arose out of the want 
of a check in a Hous^; of Commorik. 'I'he 
nobility had deprived the ptopie of all 
power, and *fhen saw no'sway of check¬ 
ing the crown but that of combining 
amongst themselves. The crown, how¬ 
ever, has now, by the means of^hese long 
wars, and the consequent millions of taxes 
which it has to distribute in various ways, 
become too powerful for any such \:om- 
binations ; and, lo.rdship may be well 
assured, tha’t, let the Prince choose whom 
he will fvir hi^ minister, yea even th^ 
most disliked of those who may be, per¬ 
haps, alluded to as the unseen advisers 
behind the throne, that minister, with 
from eighty to a hundred miiyons annu¬ 
ally to expend, will be able to set^any 
combination of wealth, birth, and talenti at 
defiance, until the day, if ever that day 
comes, when we shall see *a reunited 
Boust qf Common/. 


To see whjit iftre now see in the Cora po¬ 
sition of the ministry is very humiliating 
to family pride ; but, family pride may 
thank itself for its bumiliatiou. The nobi¬ 
lity supported Pitt in his war against the 
Republicans of France, in order taprevent a 
reform of parliament in England. Wlioever 
takes an impartial view of the history of 
IT9t, '2, and 3, must he convinced of the 
truth of this assertion. The several Poli¬ 
tical Societies in this kingdom asked* for 
nothing more than^a parliamentary re¬ 
form : and, as you, my Lord, well remem¬ 
ber, their voice, which was loud and was • 
becoming very general throughout the 
country, was stifled by the war against 
France. measure of* prevention suc¬ 

ceeded ; the Reformers were silenced, 
great numbers of them ruined,Hnd many 
of them destroyed. But, the means of 
prevention, that is, the war, has led to 
what the great families did not, in all pro¬ 
bability, foresee ; it has led to the collec¬ 
tion and distribution of from eighty to a 
hundred millions of taxes annually; it has 
converted great part of their estates into 
funds out of which has grown a descrip¬ 
tion of perstons nearly as [lowcrful as them¬ 
selves; which, together with the creation 
of so immense a military and naval pa¬ 
tronage, have e^nabled the minister of the 
Crown to set them all at defiance. They 
may now, perhaps, begin to think^ that it 
would have been better if they had ad¬ 
mitted the people to a share in the govern- 
meni, instead of making w ai up >ii iiepub- 
licans and Levellers, and answering poli¬ 
tical writers with Koval Proclainaiions. 
Yes, my lord, the famous Addressers ofi»- 
17yg, may now, perlia|is, begin to think, 
that if they had yielded a little to ilie peo¬ 
ple at that time, the evils and the dangers 
which they now complain of would never 
hqve existeii.- 

The,same cause which has pfaced power 
in the hands of Mr. IVrceval will, in my 
opinion, keep it there as long as tiie 
Prince shall choose. J'he wish expre.s.sed 
by Lord Erskirie, namciy, to see Lord 
Wellesley and other men of ureal talents * 
(as he was pleased to express it) tmiting 
together: this wish} in spite of loyielf, 
forced a smile fropa me. His Loid.stiip, 
who has bteen accustomed to witness the 
power of eloquence, does not seem to j»er- 
ceive what it is that his men “ of great 
•'*talents” would have to unite against. 
The Taxes raised last year (exclusive of 
Ireland) amounted to*74 millions of pounds, 
and the loans 13 millions, making logetlter 
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87 millions of pounds Take in Ireland 
and the amount is about 100 millions qf 
pomds. Now, the Minister, irhoever he 
may be, has all this money to expand, ex¬ 
cept what goes to the payment of interest 
of the Debt. He has the distribution of it. 
The bare collection of the taxes amounted last 
year to £ 2.‘)3i.,S76. Thai is to say, ei- 
elusive qf helund. Here, then, are nearly 
three nuitions of money (equal to the whole of 
the Vsvetioc in »he rcifOi of Q,uecn Anne) 
swallowed up by the tax gatherers alone, be¬ 
sides ’lie immense sums which they obtain 
' by mreJiarges. and which are not broufjht lo 
ac( oont. These tax-gatherers are chosen 
by the minister;^ or, in other word^, he 
gives these, three millions a year to whom¬ 
soever he pleases. Can any ••union of 
“ talents'" ‘ntahe. impression upon a power 
like lhi.s ? And thi.s power is possessed 
by any man. whom the I’rince chooses to 
make hi.s mmi.ster. 

The Army, the Navy, and the Ord¬ 
nance, cost little sli'iit of 50 millions a year. 
The pT.y oi the suU'iicrs and svilors take 
about s milbnns cl this. The rest goes to 
the Commissioned Oflicens, to Contractors, 
and to persons in various' Offices, to have 
any thing to do in any of which is more 
or less rtf a favour. There are in the 
Army -and Navy not less than about Twen¬ 
ty five thousand Commissioned Officers, all of 
whom 4 ie dependent upon the minister of 
the day, i.r, if not upon him, upon the 
King himself. Why, thi.s branch alone is 
sufficient to ms-ke any minister irresistible 
in a country nf sucli narrow population. 
But, it we take in the Commissaries and 
■’"all the retainers to the army; the Con- 
traclois; tiie innumeiahle multitudes that 
depend on ilit navy ; if w'e do this, we 
shall see in a moment, th-at whoever the 
King chooses to make his minister, no 
matter who .or what, he may' 6’e, will be 
too poweiliil for any combination of Lord 
Er.skine’.x •' men of great talents.” 

in short, there is .scarcely a single fa¬ 
mily in tile wliole kingdom, wlm pretend 
^ to what is called genteel life, wlio do not 
feel sope degree ol dependence, either 
direct or indirect, upon the government. 
Who IS there that h^s not a father, a 
brother, a son, a nephew, or a ^ousiti, vvho 
has a commission in the Army or the 
Navy, of who is in some Public Office, or 
in the Customs or Exc ise, or who is some way 
or other dependant upon the government 
for bread; aye, for.the very bread that 
they put in their moutiis; for the very 
means of susuining life ? The money paid 
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for the collection of taxei ftlolie (anfl &at 
only in Great Britain) is sufficient to main¬ 
tain Seventy Three Thousand ffamilits at 401. 
a family, or -15*. a week all the year 
rotfhd ; and these, as I said before, hold 
their bread at the mercy of the govern¬ 
ment. Seventy three thousand fami¬ 
lies is no trifle in a population like ours; 
and, if we take in all the families made 
dependent through the means of the army 
and navy including the colonies, we 
'shall find the ch&in of dependence nearly 
as complete as that of nature itself. 

Nor must we forget the law, a profes-i 
sion which is become almost as depen¬ 
dent as the militaiy or the naval. The go¬ 
vernment, having taken to itself so large a 
portion of all the property in the nation, 
that is to say, of all th% earnings and in¬ 
comes of the people, has, of course, the 
employing of a proportionate part of the 
lawyers. What it has to bestow in this 
way is immense. In the^ Excise, in the 
Customs, in the Tax Offices, in the Army, 
in the Navy, its plaints and defences are 
etKlle.s.s. In short it has all the law-busi¬ 
ness arising out of an estate of from 80 to 
100 millions a year, received in various 
ways, and, 1 believe, it has more law cus¬ 
tom to give than all the individuals in the 
country put logether, besides the nume¬ 
rous Conoiiissions which it is continually 
creating, apd in all of which there is .sure 
to be at least one lawyer. So that, now, 
people send their sons to study the law, 
not so much w ith a view of enabling them 
to rise by the exerci.se of their talents, as 
with that of fitting them for a place under 
the government, towards which the whole 
crowd of young Barristers are constantly 
looking for employment. 

To ’every profession, to every situation 
in life, wbere the object is to live without 
labour, or to gain more than intrinsic talents 
will fetch' in the open market, this de¬ 
pendence extends. The government is 
beco^e-the universal patron and employer 
in all callings where men get their bread 
without bard labour or stu^y, and,-ior 
dourse every one who does not possess 
extraordinary powers or extraordniary 
spirit, becomes a dependent; and these 
callings are now become so extensive, they 
occupy so many persons, that the wonder 
is, that the'e should be found in the whole 
country one single man, without a consi- 
def^able fortune, with courage enough to 
op^n his Ij^s in opposition to inch in 
power, 

Here, my lord, is the main source of 
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the power of Mch men 1i|i we have, pf late 
yean, eeen in the capi&ity of Ministers. 
It is impossible to look at even the slight 
sketch that I have here drawn witbont 
being convinced, that whoever the king 
chooses to make his minister, will be mi¬ 
nister as long as the king pleases, in spite 
of any combinations of great families. 
And, as I before observed, for this the 
^reat families have to thank themselves. 
ITie war, which they called for, which 
they applauded and supported, against 
the Republicans of France, lest the people* 
of England should obtain a reform of par¬ 
liament, has put all this power into the 
hands of the Crown, and, of course, into 
the hands of any miuisterVhom theCrowyi 
chooses to appoint. In 1792, the year 
before the war was commenced, the 
money raised in Great Britain amounted 
only to about 15 millions of pounds ster¬ 
ling, 9 millions of which went to pay the 
interest on the Debt, leaving the Crown 
only a millions to expend upon the army, 
navy, fcc. Now the Debt costs 35 mil¬ 
lions annually, leaving the Crown about 
60 millions .to expend upon army, navy, 
and in various other ways. So that, be¬ 
sides the weight formed against the great 
families by 26 millions of additional in¬ 
terest to the Debt, here are about 50 mil¬ 
lions a year thrown into the hands of the- 
crown to enable it, amongst other things, 
to destroy the influence of those families. 
This is what the great families have got 
by their war against the Republicans of 
France and iliu Reformers of England. 

But, besides this cause of the duration 
of Mr. Perceval’s power, there are others 
which would be of no trifling importance 
if this all-pervading* cause did not exi.st. 
He is well ‘imown to bt^of the true Pitt 
school; whereas your itarty is suspected of 
harbouring some designs respecting a re¬ 
trenchment of the public expences. 1 see 
no reason for this, certainly ; but the long 
list of dependents have their fears upon 
this score. Some of the indiscreet young 
men, who have been regarded as belong¬ 
ing to yout*pdrty,bave let fall expressions 
that have excited alarm ; and, the truth 
is, that the peo'ple now in power are thS 
favourites of all tho.se who live, or wish to 
live, on the public money. The people 
now in power never even talk about reform 
or retrenchment, two terrible v^rds in the 
ears of all dependents. * 

The present Minister has, too, the Cor¬ 
dial support of the Bank and East Irdia 
House and all their numerous retainers; 


anjd these two establishments are altd^etbcr 
as hostile tor your party. They know well 
what the slate of the paper-money i.s; 
they know that any attempt to compel the 
payment of Bank Notes in specie would 
hasten the catastrophe ; and, as they gain 
every day more and more, they want the 
cata.strophe to be deferred to the latest 
possible period. They find Mr. Perceval 
ready to do this; and, therefore, they 
prefer him to your lord.ship. He taj^ks of 
no patching and restoring. He takes the 
paper as he finds it, and he plainly says, 
that he will keep it going as long aS be 
can. Does your lordship think, that a’ 
minister who will make Bank Notes a 
legal tender will not be preferred by the 
issuers of those notes, to a minister who 
talks of making those issuers pay their 
notes in cash ? 

Next, Mr. Perceval has i\it fundholders 
clearly*dn his side; for. though his mea¬ 
sures tend to reduce the value of their 
property, though his wars, his loans, his 
exchequer bills, and his legal tenders will 
assuredly wind up their concerns for them 
as eireclually as any of the projects of 
your party; still, they like Mr. Perceval 
best. He talks a comforting language to 
them ; he talks of the undoubted credit of 
the Bank, whose notes he is, it is supposed, 
about to couipd people to take, or to go un¬ 
paid ; he talks o\protecting the fundholder, 
and words are enough to satisfy riie mass 
of the people^, There is, in short, a gene¬ 
ral persuasion, that your party wished to 
do something that would endanger the 
Bank, that would tend to produce a national 
bankruptcy; and, there is, on the oilier 
hand, a general persuasion, that Mr, Per¬ 
ceval is opposed to any such measure. 
This of itself would be a rock of adamant 
to him for a wliile. Your Lordship may 
talk and I,may write about the inevitable 
cbnsequc-nce of the making of Bank. Paper 
a legal tender; we may show as clearly as 
daylight, that, from the moment it is made 
a legal tisnder, the faie of all the fund¬ 
holders is irrevocably sealetl; but, Mr. 
Perceval, who, I dare say, see.s all this as^ 
clearly as you and 1 do, will smilo at our 
eflbrts, well know|rig, that while it is the 
interest of so many persons that our opi¬ 
nions should be fSlse, they will not fail to 
believe them so. 

On the subject of peace, too, .some of 
your party have, at times, let I'all senti¬ 
ments that must tend to give alarm to the 
dependent part of die nation. That this 
alarm is groundless, I confess, it being im- 




poMible to obkin peace \jpon any terms 
that yonr party would propee; but, the 
talk, the very mention of peace excites ap¬ 
prehension. In one way and another 
there are not less, I should suppose, than 

A HUNDRED AND FIETY THOU¬ 
SAND FAMILIES WHO ARE INTE¬ 
RESTED IN THE CONl'lNUATION 
OF THE WAR. Yon never hear the 
word peace drop from Mr. Perceval's lips, 
except to mark his disapprobation of the 
conduct of those who seem to wish for it. 
No, my lord, the way -to obtain or to pre¬ 
serve power, at this time, is to be decid¬ 
edly for war and expenditure and paper 
money. ^ 

What, then, isio be done f 1 have pointed 
out what would have preveittcd that of 
which you now complain; but, that is past? 
What is to be done to get ridof this fearful 
power ? What, in short, is now to be done, 
to put Mr. Perceval out of hi?*place ? 
OBTAIN A REFORM OF PARLIA- 
MENT. Nolhing^hoit of that. Without 
that, he, in my opinion, will be minister 
(if he has life) 'till the one pound Bank 
note will not purchase/our quartern loaves. 
I hardly think that the system would sup¬ 
port itself farther than that point, when 
the annual taxes would amount to about 
200 ntillions of pounds sterling; but, I 
am decidedly of opinion, that, without a 
reform of the Commons’ House of Parlia¬ 
ment, Mr. Perceval will continue minister, 
till the Bank Note comes loathe [toint that 
I have mentioned and, though he might 
be ousted by that ciscumsiance, it does 
not follow, that your pat ty would take his 
mlace ; but, on the contrary', it appears to 
me certain that they would not. 'Ibere 
would, in that case, arise quite a ne,w 
scene, quite a new state of things, the 
events to be expected from which I shall 
not piesume to anticipate. ^ 

If I.am asked hovj a reform of parliaC- 
ment is to be obtained, I answer, by the 
gre-,it families joining with the people, 
joining no^ with the dependent pijrt of the 
community, not with those who have a di- 
, rect and known interest in w ar and taxa¬ 
tion, not with those who look to the go¬ 
vernment for support; but with that great 
mass, by whose industry, ingenuity, and 
cEconomy the nation is sustained ; that 
great mass of the people who are now si¬ 
lent for the want of somebody to encou¬ 
rage them to open their mouths, but whosij 
voice, if once heard, would not fail to be 
attended to. That such a junction as this 
vrill take place 1 am not sanguine enough 
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no scruple to that by no oth«r 

means (except the means of the Bank 
Note) will the ftower of Mr. Perceval be 
either destroyed or diminished as long as 
the Prince shall give him his countenance. 

As I do not believe that the great fami¬ 
lies will join the people in calling for a 
reform ; or, in other words, as I do not 
beliese, that they will give up (for that is 
the real point) that which they withhold 
from the people, I must hope, that they 
will not obtain power; 1 must hope, that 
Mr. Perceval will not only continue mi¬ 
nister, but that his opponents will daily 
feel the efiects of his increasing strength ; 
I must hope that those opponents will 
never be able to persuade any portion of 
the people, that a change of ministry 
would answer any purpose other than 
that of enriching a new set of placemen 
at the public expence. 

1 am, &c. &c. 

\Vj«. Cobbett. 

State Prison, Newgale, 

Wednesday, Iblh March, 1812. * 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

PiitNCEs.s OF Wales.- A discussion, 

which took place in the House of Com¬ 
mons on the 28rd instant, upon the sub¬ 
ject of a pecuniary allowance to the 
Princess of Wales, merits the attention of 
the public. Indeed, it is a subject, as far 
as I know, that may be connected with 
very important events, con-sidering the 
times in which we live ; considering the 
stale of the Bank Notes and the power of 
the Emperor Napoleon. If there be any 
one of my readers wRo does not perceive 
what the “ Delicate Investigation” has to 
do with these drcum-stances in our situa¬ 
tion internal and external, 1 must leave him 
to be enlighlenlld by time, not choosing, 
for the pisesent, to express myself more 

fully upon thi» particular point.-Of the 

matter that 1 am now about to touch upon, 
few people, comparatively speaking, un¬ 
derstand any thing at all. 1 will make it 
as* pjain as I can, or, rather, as I dare ; and, 
ih order so to do, 1 will begin by explain¬ 
ing who the Princess of Wales is.-She 

is a daughter of the ever-memorable 
Duke of Brunswick, who commanded the 
Prussian arUty in the invasion of Holland 
in I7«7 and in the -invasion qf France in 
179S, and w|to was driven from his own 
doipinions by Napoleon in 180G, having 
first received a wound of which he soon 



af^vTftcd* expiind.; The mother of the 
PrinceiMof Wales is (be present Dochess of 
Brunswick, who is a sister of our king, 
and who is now in this country. Conse¬ 
quently, the Princess of Wales is a first 
coesin of her Royal Husband. They 
were married in 1795, and their only 
child, (hePrincess Charlotte of Wales, was 
born in January 1796. The Prince of 
Wales is now in the 50th year of his age, 
and the Princess is now in the 4+th year 
of her age. - — The Duke of Brunswick 
was a Sovereign Prince'in Germany, wh5 
had an army of his own, and who, during 
the American war, hired a considerable 
number of his troops to our king to be sent 

to reduce the Americans to obedience.- 

That the resource.sot the Duke werr pretty 
considerable appears from the stipulations 
of the treaty, by which those troops -.veie 
hired to u>, and for whose services a c nsi- 
derable sum of money was paid out of the 

taxes raised in this country.-But now 

these resources no longer exist. The 
young Duke of Brunswick, heir to the 
fate Duke and brother to the Prince.ss pf 
Wales, is n^uv in our service, and in Eng¬ 
land. He has a foreign corps in our ser¬ 
vice, of which he is the Chief, and he 
has, besides, been made a Lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral in our service ; and, moreover, he 
has, exclusive of all his military pay ari^ 
emoluments, a pennon of 7,000 pounds m 
year, while the Duchess, his mother, has a 
pension of 10.000 pounds a year; which 
sums, I he reader will observe, arg not paid 
out of the money allowed to the Royal 
Family, but they make a clear addition of 
so much raised upon the people.———There 
is something in the present staje of this 
family, compared fu their former state, 
well calculated to eng^e the reflections 
of the moralist as well as of the historian 
and politician. In the early part of the 
American war, we have leen the late duke 
lending our king a.ssistani'e ‘against the 
Aiui i'icans; in 1787, we have seen him, 
at the head of a powerful army; ii^vading 
Holland and marching in support nf the 
Prince of»Oange against the republicans 
of that country ; in 1792, we have s^en 
him, at the head of an army of the same 
nation and still more powerful, invading 
France, marching to the support of the 
king, and menacing with all sorts of 
punishments, those of the pec^le of France 
who should dare to oppo.se, or, indeed, 
dare not to aid him ; and (what ai* con¬ 
trast !) we have seen, in 1*106, bis^own 
territories invaded by the French, the 


griny under him, (the 
he inVaded* France) totally debated jbjr 
the French, bis dominions taken fretn 
him, himself mortally wounded, refused a 
resting place in bis palace, and after having 
expired ^n the frontiers, his very body re- 
fu.sed a place in the vault of his ancestors, 
while bis family were compelled to seek 

support in a foreign land*-A contrast 

more striking has seldom been seen in the 
world; and, w'hen one meets with any thing 
that leads to it,one can hardly refrain'from 

poin.iiig it out.-.Having now a pretty 

clear notiun oT the persons we are talking 
about, we will now come to the matter im-* 

mediately before us.-There was, on the 

23d instant, a motion made, in the House 
ot Commons, in consequence of a Message, 
or req'uest, from the Regent, to grant a 
large sura of money annually* to the four 
Princesses who are not married. They 
liaviiigMiitherto made a part of their fa¬ 
ther’s family ; it was, of course, not ne¬ 
cessary to allow them any thing for a se¬ 
parate establishment. Nor, indeed, does 
it very clearly appear how it was neces¬ 
sary now, even supposing them to be about 
to form separate establishments; for, one 
would suppose, that their father’s esta¬ 
blishment would, in that case cost less, 
and their establishmehts might be paid 

out of his.-,-But, the fact is,, that the 

Regent sent a Message to the House, pro¬ 
posing a new grant of money for his 
sisters ; and, on the 23<1 instant, Mr. Per¬ 
ceval brought forward the proposition in 
the shape of a motion for granting 9,000 
pounds a year to each. Here is a sum of 
30,000 pounds; a “ tnere trifle” courtiers 
will say^; a drop in the sea. Drop art- 
is, however, it i.s sufficient to support more 
than 900Jamdies of labouring people at 1 5 j. 
a week for each family, and each family 
containing 5 persons, will make the whole 
viumber 4,500 persons. no one call 

it a drop, thenfor it is a sum of great 
consequ&nce, and one that it becomes us 

to look well at.-However, such it was, 

and such was the purpose for which it was 
demanded.——The Queen, too, observe, is 
to have an addition to what she Jormerljf 
had, making her allowance 5S,0U0 pounds 
a year, though bne would have thought, 
that, if [jer daughters were about to have 
separate establishments, she would, of 
course, want less instead of more than she 

j had before.-The Princes had all been 

provided for by former grants; and, as to 
the Prince, be novy takes the Civil List, of 
I amount enormous, into bis disposal. So 
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that, in tbit season of new grants and new 
establishments, svery one seems to have 
come in for something, excejft the Princess 
^ flfflfcs.——Now, let us inquire a little 
into the cause of this. - -- It is a fact pretty 
well known, that the Prince andjPrincess 
do not choose to live under the same roof, 
and that they haj'enot chosen to do it for a 
good many years. The reasons for this 
some persons have pretended to state; ^but 
they vary so widely according to the par* 
tialitfes of the relators, that one does not 
know what to believe. The fact, how* 
ever, is undnubted and notorious, “ noto- 
‘‘ rious as the sun at noon day and now 
for another preliminary fact, which 4s not 
quite so notorious, I mean that of an inves¬ 
tigation into the conduct of the Princess hav¬ 
ing taken place in the year 1806.-The 

reader, who has an opportunity of looking 
back into the Political Register for that 
year, will find a series of Article's* under 
the head of “ Delicate Investigation," 
whence he will perceive, that there was, 
according to the accounts given in the news¬ 
papers, especially the Morning Post (late 
jVIr. lienjafield’s), an Investigation going 
on in consequence of inrorniation given 
by some persons iciative to the conduct of 
the Princess of Wales; he will find, that 
that paper (whether truly or falsely) talk¬ 
ed of “some trifling levities" that had come 
to light, but averred at the same time, that 
the Prinoess had been, by the persons ap¬ 
pointed to investigate, ac(|ui(ted of all the 
charges brought against her ; he will find, 
that the Morning Post announced, that 
two gentlemen<at the bar had been em¬ 
ployed by the Princess to draw a report of 
fite matter,' which would speedilt) be pub¬ 
lished; he will find, that, by me,(|ie Morn¬ 
ing Post was laughed at, and was fre- 
jquenlly called on lor the promised publica¬ 
tion. -^Thus the thing went oflf late in 

1806 aud ea»ly in C807, when, in the' 
month of March, all of a ‘sudden, the mi¬ 
nistry was changed; Mr. Perceval came 
into place,; not another word was said 
about Xhft'intended publicdtion. But, very 
shortly afterwards, mysterious advertise¬ 
ments appeared in the news-papers, off'er- 
ing large sums for a certain BOOK. It 
is pretty well known, that this “ Book” 
related to the “ Deiicatk Investigation;’’ 
and, it is also pretty well known, that 
many thousands of pounds have been ex¬ 
pended in purchasing up a very few stray ; 
copies of this extraordinary performance. 
——This trade of the Book has been going 
&B from March 1807 to this time; and, it 


la nndei^tood, that two or ttfareo copim 
of tbo deliciou's work are yet extant, in 
spite of the large sums that have been of* 
fered for them. The Book is understood 
to have been printed by a confidential 
printer; but, it is not easy to prevent 
copies from escaping; and, at any rate, it 
was not efifticted upon this occasion; for 
some copies did get out.——Until now 
the Book has never been mentioned in 
parliament, at which I have often won¬ 
dered. There is, however, “ a time for 
all things," and this appears to be 
the time for bringing out the history of 
the Book. By-and-by we shall see, that 
the time will come for bringing out the 
!^ook itself, when, I imagine, that this 
“ most thinking people” will really begin 
to think that they have never thought 

before.-Having sain thus much in the 

way of preface, I will now insert the part 
of the debate which related to this myste¬ 
rious matter, reserving a few observations 
to follow.—Mr. Cksevet began by ex¬ 
pressing his wish to know the reason why 
the Princess of Wales had bcen'overlooked 
in this general dispensation of establish-* 
ments. To this Mr. Perceval answered, that 
the Prince had some time ago, paid her 
debts, out of his own allowance, to the 
amount of 49,000/. and that she now had her 
5,000/. pin money, and 17,000/. more, mak¬ 
ing 22,000/.—To this Mr. Whitbread re¬ 
plied : “ that, when the Right Hon. Gent. 
" talked of his Royal Highnes.s takfijg upon 
“ himself the payment of debts to the 
“ amount of 49,000/. could it be forgotten, 
“ that his Royal Highness was enormously 
“ in debt himself? He, indeed, who coulu 
“ not pay his own debts, engaged to pay 
“ those of another:—this looked very like 

" a juggfo-”--Mw. Tikrnbv followed, 

and sard, that he “ was somewhat surprised, 
“ that in the course of these new provi- 
“ sions there sbodld have been no mention 
“ made of‘the Princess of Wales, the im- 
“ mediate and actual wife of the Prince who 
“ was "ow vested with the whole autho- 
“ rity, and performing all the duties of 
“ the King. Various reports ivef'e in cirqu- 
“ tation : he had heard A SEPARATION 
“Vas to take place, but he'knew nothing 
“ of it. The Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
'• Perceval) no doubt was well informed 
“ of every circumstance, for HE HAD 
» FORMERLY BEEN OF COUNSEL 
“ FOif- HER ROYAL HIGHNESS, and 
“ knhw all the merits of the case, though 
hecnow thought proper to preserve an 
“ entire silence on the subject. He (Mr. 
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« Tierney) cottld only say, that there was 
•» at present a person in this country, who, 
<* from her situation in it, represented the 
*' Queen, aS much as the Prince represents 
** the King, and who in the present circum- 
" stances is taken no notice of whatever. He 
“ thought, therefore, the subjectlihoeld be 

postponed/’ -Mr. Wm. Smith was of 

the san^e opinion. - Then the Hon. Mk. 

Bennett rose, and .said, " that he hoped, 

** that the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 

*' Perceval) would ini'oHn the House why 
" no mention had been made of the Prin- 
*' cess of Wales, at a time when increased 
" grants were to be voted for the other 
" branches of the Iloyal I'amily. Perhaps 
" there was no man living who could in- 
form the House better on that subject. 

“ Perhaps there was no one so capable of 
“ letting out the secret connected with 
*' what was called “ the delicate investiga- 
" tion.” —Why is she now, as wife of the 
“ Prince Regent, not to have the same state, 

“ the same drawing-rooms, and the same 
“ splendour, as the wife of the King ? What 
“ i.s there that has happened which makes 
it impropef that she should ajypeur in the 
“ station of a Queen at a time that her hus- 
“ band performs the functions of royalty, 

“ and represents the per-son of the King ? 

“ Every body had heard a g.rod deal about 
“ BGOKS that wae to have been puhlishce^, 

“ and libels that were suppressed. Now there 
“ certainly must be considerable infnrina- 
“ tion in'some quarter or other about these 
*' matters, and as the Right Hon*, (ientle- 
“ man had-been long the confidential ail- 
“ viser and counsellor of her Royal High- 
“ ness, he hoped that he would not now 
“ desert his friend in her utmost'need, but 
“ that he would slate what was the reason 
" for her being so ne^cted and passed 
“ by upon this occasion. As for himself, 

“ he did not feel disp'.se^l to vote another 
“ shilling until the corrupt expenditure of 
“ the public money was restrain d, and the 
" necessary retrenchments made, both as 
“ to sinecures and ocher branchcf^of the 
“ public expences.”-To this Mr. Per¬ 

ceval answered, that, “ as to all the que.s- 
“ lions which had been put to him on tjie 
“ subject of " the delicate investigation,” he 
“ should SAY NOTHING. He did not 
“ think, that either as Minister or in any 
“ other capacity, he was bougd to give any 

“ answer upon this point.” -Thi^called 

up Mr. Whitbread a second time., who 
observed, that •' there was a time, when 
" the Right Hon. Gentletnan not ‘only 
'* thought it not inconsistent with his duty 
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“to give information on rahjeetiif 
“ “ the delfcate investigation/’ but wfeeli 
“ he took every pains to spread this 
matim as generally as possUtle. At thttt 
“ time A Bt50K was prepared, which was 
“ intended to be circulated most extensively, 
“ both here and upon the Continent. [ Mark 
“ this, reader!] The book, however, had 
“ been suppressed, and the outstanding 
“ copies iiad been bought up at a great ex- 
“ pence, out of some fund or other, \yHE- 
“THER PRIVATE OR PUBLIC HE 
“COULD NOT tsAY, Ho could not 
“ conceive why the Right Hoii. Gentle- 
“ man now remained mute, when before he 
“ had A THOUSAND TONGUES. As 
“ to the real income of the Queen, it was 
“ .58,000/. '*per annhin while she lived 
“ principally on the e.stablishpient of the 
“King; whereas the Princess of Wales, 
“ the qonsort of ihe Prince Regent, has 
“ only 22,000/. per annum, and is obliged 
“ to live entirt'ly at her own expence, 
“ All that the naiioii knows of her resi- 
“ dence is, that shv' lives in retirement 
“ somewhere, ei*her at Kensington of 
“ bluckkeath. This was certainly not the 
“ situation in which ihe country would 
“ wish to see the witeof the Prince Regent 
" placed, or in wh'ch they considered 
that she ought to be pl iced. At a time 
“ that additional grant' were made for the 
“ other branches of the Royal Family, it 
“ was natural to ask, WHY HAD SHE 
“ BEEN SO J^EGLKCTED .= He, there- 
“ fjfiie, mu( h wished that tlie present Corn- 
“ mittee >honid he postponed i ir a month, 
“ to give lime lo the C nm/litii i: appointed 
“for eiKpii'iig imo ihe expenditure 
“ Ihe Civil Lis! to oiake iheir report, in 
“ Older that die House might see whether 
" saviiips niigi I. not be made in the ex- 
" pendi iire ni ne Civii List, which would 
be ab'iiuljn'lv sufticient to provide a 
*' pivpe,r allowain e ^lo' oiiif for the other 
“ Erincijssi s, Vot for ihc Princess of 

‘•Wales also.”-Mu. Barham next 

spoke ifpon the subji r t, and said, " he 
“ wished to put someipic-stions to the Right 
“ Hon. Genth nian, not .i.' the confidential 
“ adviser of the Prince or liis toflsoi i, but 
" as the Ministvr ol ihis country'. He 
“ wished to a.sk him in that capacity, 
“ WHY* he haS recomiiiended an addi- 
" tional grant for the Princes'c.', and had 
“ entirely overlooked the person who was so 
‘‘ much nearer to the Throne than ilu^ were. 
“ He asked this question on public 
“ grounds, and he asked it of the Right 
“ Hon. Gentleman, not as the adviser of 
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•' the Prince, but as 'the |ninister of the i 
country. He called upon the Right ' 
** Hon. Gentleracn to stale no addi- 
tional splendour was to be attached to 
the Princess of Wales,* 'J'HE WIFE of 

“ the Prince Regent.- Mn. Perceval 

“ was silent! — Mr. Tielney said, that 
“ if the Right Hon. Geniieman j)ersisted 
in his silence, he would take it for consent. 

** He supposed, then, that he SA^'^C- 
« TIONED THE SEPARATION between 
the*Prince and the Princess. (No, no, 
•‘from the ministerial benches!} Well, well! 
•' said Mr. T. I am glad they will SAY 
NO TO THIS. It must be recollected 
“ that the Princess Regent had rww no 
" more than 5,00pl, a year secured to her. 
** The remaining 17,000/. Tras purely 
" from the bounty of h6r husband, which 
“ might be withdrawn to-morrow morning. 
•‘ Ought she not to be made independent 
as well as the other branches *of the 
" Royal Farnil}' ? (No, no, from some 

“ inoiubers oji the ministerial bench.) 
“ Did they say no to that also ? if 
“ there was any REASON why she 
“ should not be made independent, the 
“ reason ought to be stated. If ihev could 
PROVE ANY THING AGAINCTHER 
“ CREDIT, they should take even that 
“ away from her; but if they could not, 
•' there was no reason why ^he should not 
“ be maintained suitably to her rank in 
*' the slate. If the King were to die to¬ 
-morrow, and she was tOtCorae to the 
- throne, what would the Right Hon. 
"Gentleman then doWould ihcre^be 
" no provision made for her similar to that 
" which had been made for other Queens of 
••'England F In the peculiar situation that 
" the Right Hon. Gentleman had stood; 
" first us tounsclior to the Princess, and now 
" as Minister and adviser to the Prince, there 
" was no man capable of giving, more in- 
" formation to. the H>ouse. He wished to‘ 
" know why he had castoff’ onedhent to 
"take a brief from another? He really 
" thought that he was bound, both to the 
" country and his own character, lo give 

"some explanation.”-This was sharp 

work, fc was pinching very close. What 
Mr. Perceval .said in reply deserves the 
greatest attention; for we shall have to 

remember these w ords a^long while.-- 

Mr. Perceval said, " that as for what he 
*' was bound to do from regard to the 
" country and his own character, he should 
"ALWAYS JUDGE FOR HIMSELF. 
" He should, however,* say thus far, that 
" neither in bis capacity of Counsellor to 


" her Royal Highness, nor in any other 
" character whatever, had he any charge 
“'against fur Royal Highness, or the means of 
“ brtngi^ forward any charge, and that he 
" never meant to cast the slightest reflec- 
" tion upon her. As to the subject of this 
"discussion, he hud no delegated authority ; 
" no commands to propose an additional 
" grant for the Princess of Wales. Nev.er- 
“ ihele.s3, if he could collect that it was 
" the sense of Parliament, that such addi> 
" tional provi.sion should be made, be made 
" no doubt but that he would shortly be 

" fully authorised to propose it.”-That 

is lo say, the Prince would, he supposed, 
authorise him to ask the Parliament formore 
money, he wouUr very readily come and 
ask for it. Thank you as much as if 
you did I This is, indeed, a pretty story. 
These gentlemen ask the reason, why tlie 
Princess, why the wife of the Prince, why 
the mother of the heiress to the throne, 
why the Princess Regent; they ask THE 
REiASON why . this lady'is not suitably 
provided for as well as the sisters of the 
Regent; and the Mini-ster of the Regent 
says: "I shall give you no reason ; but, if 
“you have a mind to give her some mo- 
" ney, I have no doubt, that 1 siiall very 
" scon be. auihorized lo ask for it.” This 

is charming !-But to proceed: "Mu. 

" Tiernkv said, “ that it was now when 
" grants were making (or all other branches 
" of the Royal Family, that a proposal 
" for an incre,ased establishment ot the 
" Princess of Wales might be expected, 
" But the Right Honourable Gentleman 
" now gives the House to understand, that 
" if they absolutely will have it so, why 
“ then heowill abate sojnetliing of his dig- 
" nity, and comply with their desire so tar 
"as to recommen‘^''it. But'did not he 
“ kiuAv pretty well, that it would have 
" been necessary for him to recommend it 
‘‘ first, and tjien that he might pretty well de- 
‘‘ pend on the sense of Purliuvient ? He now 
" said, that he was not authwUed, —(hat he 
" had no commands to bring forward such 
" a measure. That was saying, m other 
“ words, that he hud not advised sUcIt a mea- 
“ sure. He was glad, however, to have 
" fieard him state distinctly that HE 
" KNEW NO CHAlfGE AGAINST HER 
" ROYALHIGHNESSAS PRiNf ESSOF 

" WALES_Ma. Whitbread said, that 

“ it was no great conce.ssion to say , that 
if su^i was the general sense of Purlia- 
"ment, the *Right Hon. Gentleman would 
" actpiiesce, * He thought, however, that 
" the House bad gained a most important 





" c^fession, when he who had biien the 
« Coansetlor of her Royal Highness, and 
« is i(oW the Minister of the Prince Re- 
« «ent, ALLOWS THAT NO IMPCJTA- 
«T10N WHATEVER RESTS ON THE 
« PRINCESS OF WALES. Certainly, 
"there wasa time when that Right Hon, j 
" Gentleman thought that she had been * 
*• unjuuly stigmatised, and was preparing a 
" book, to be published to all Europe, in vin~ 

" dication of the I*rincess, He was happy, | 
“ however, now to find, that he thought j 
"ko vindkation neccssst^. He was as- 
" tonishrd, however, that when the Right 
“ Hon, Gentleman thought proper to con- 
tinue so many Lords of the Bed-chamber, 

•t and Grooms of the Stole, for his Majesty, 

*' who have no other visible business bgt 
" to inform his subjects as to the state of 
" his health, (which by the bye, is now 
" only done once a month) he should not 
" have thought it as much for the dignity 
of the throne, that a person so near to it 
" should be supported in proper splendour. 

" He was convinced, that.il he could look ] 
" narrowly at the expenditure of the Civil 
“ List, abundant means w’oiiU! he found 

•' for this purpose.”-“ Mr. Pehckval, 

" in explanation, said, that from no infjr- 
" vinium u'kkh HE hud received, either as 
" Counsellor to lier Royal Highness nr in 
" any other capacity, could he collec t any 
"thing which would make A I’liOJ’ER 
" CHARt iE against her Royal Higiiaess^' 

-Here this most curious discassion 

cio.sed ;*but, in all probability, oniy to be ! 
opened another lime with inoro intens;. j 

-'rheiQ is a imjsicry, to get at the | 

bottom of wltich is, at present, no easy 
mailer. 'I'liat the whole wHl be developed, 
before a great uiapy nsoiuhs have passed 
over our head.s, 1 have, for my part, very 
little doubl'^ aTu+~tfff^ John Buct., who 
allectg to laugh at other nations, will .see j 

what a figure he himself will cut,-j 

However, in waiting for this d^tvedopement | 
(which, mind J say it, cdw«), let us j 
consider a little what is fo be collected 

from ibe above debate.-If a^^tpears, 

then, that there has been a somethin," 
called arf investigation into the conduct of 
the Princess of Wales ; that Mr. Perceval 
was one of her counsellors, if not her only 
counsellor ; and that he liad prepared a 
book to be published upon the subject. 
He is now asked, whether lie has any charge 
to bring against her ; or whether he knows 
of any charge agahist her. To wflich he 
answers in tlie negative. From the; report 
of his words (which report nfby be uokvery 


. cofreei) he would appear to histi qudifed 
this negative tijwards the clodtt of the de¬ 
bate ; but,' still he did give the ques¬ 
tion a negative.——This being the case; 
be, the minister, knomng of no charge against 
the Regent’s Wife, it may well seem strange^ 
that he should not have advised the Re¬ 
gent to make a suitable provision for that 
wife, who does not live with him, and es¬ 
pecially when it is well known, that a 
great separate and independent establish¬ 
ment has always been allowed to the Queen, 
though she lived with her husband.——‘Xs to 
the real causji^ of the Royal Pair living in 
separate mansions, that we will not inquire 
into; but, we have it now from the tips of 
the minister himself; we have it from the 
lips of the Regent’s chqsen minister, that 
there is not? to his knowledge, any grounds 
for a charge of misconduct against the 
Princess; and, this being the case, whp 
has .she not an establishment; why does 
she noITceep a court; why is she not to be 
put upon a footing suitable to the office 
now filled by her husband ?—If there be 
any charge s if there be any ground for ac¬ 
cusation ; if the Princess has done any¬ 
thing that would render it improper for 
her to hold a court, or live in state in the 
co-.intry ; then, indeed, the case would be 
diiltrent; and a Prince, bearing in mind 
the force of examples of purity, would, of 
course, take *his measures accordingly. 
But, we have it now, from the lips of the 
liegerit’s own confidential adviser; we 
have it froip the lips of the Regent's 
chosen minister, that there is no charge 
ag*ainst the Princess; and that, in fact, he, 
thooc;h very well acquainted with all that 
passed at the lime alluded to, knows of 
nothing that can constitute a charge again.st 
her,-This is very str-Ange, while we be¬ 

hold the Roval Pair living apart,and while 
we iic'.itr members of parliament talking of 
A SEPiyiATION, as, we sec,- Mr. T(eu- 
‘Ncvdid, though he said he had only heard 
it rumoured. • Really, as there is NO . 
CHAROE against the Regent's wife, it is 
to be hiiped, that her Royal spouse gract- 
ously intends her speedy return to Carle- 
ton I'louse, and that this is the reason why 
no separate establishment is proposed for 
her. And this yooid make loving John 
JjuII so happy ! He would he so pleased 
to see tise Royal Pair living like a pair of 
turtle doves ! would ahno.st lorget itis • 
taxes for an hour or two. The worst ot it 
is, that John would be so proud, he would 
strut about and look .so big, and would 
vomit out such braggings about it. We 
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^ould bear nothing come out of his beef- 
hfisd but odes and sonnets on the reconci. 
fiatioo. The world w^uld be inundated 
with bis sentimental slabber.——How¬ 
ever, we must wait a little to*seo; how 
things will go. We must have a little 
patience, and we shall get at the whole 
story. It must come out; and, mind I 
say it again, COME OUT IT WILL, in 
spite of all the purchasing up of copies. 
There is one copy (as I have heard) lhajt 
no^minister can reach. IT WILL COME 

OUT, I say for the third time.-In the 

mean while, it is amusing to observe the 
language of the news-papers of the two 
*parties. The Morning Chronicle now 
calls aloud for a devtlojmuenl of tbis 
affair, and the Morning Post talks of the de- 
Ikacy due to the Royal Partiesi .lust as if 
it were not more dangerous to talk in this 
way, than Vo make the exposure at once. 
The Morning Post reproaclies the Morn¬ 
ing Chronicle with calling out fAf expo¬ 
sure now, when, until now, it said not a 
word abeut the matter. Very true; but, 
until now tliere has been nothing that, 
called for it. It was not till now, that it 
became necessary for the Princess of 
Wales to hold a court. That, is the point, 
and, it therefore now becomes right to in¬ 
quire into the REASONS for her not 
being put in a stale to hold a court, 'I'he 
Clueen used to hold her coutts, and WHY 
is not the Princess to hold hers ? The 
Queen, as wife of the king, held her court, 
and WHY is not the Princess, as wife of 
the Regent, to hold her court? There is 
no answering this, without slating sohie 
REASON ; and, what is that reason, what 
can that reason be, if, as Mr, PercevtU 
te'ils us, there is NO CHARGE WHAT¬ 
EVER existing against the Princess?- 

However, again I say, patience! If we 
have patience, we shall hear the whole 
story out. Books may be bojught up, 
and printers apd publishers may be terri-' 
fied ; but, I say it once moae, the story, be 
it what it will, WILL COME OUT! And 
with this, for <he present, 1 conclude my 
remarks upon this ear-tickling subject. 

, W**, COBBETT. 

State prison, Newgate, Friday, 

*jOlk March, m'2. 

LIVERY OF LONDON*. 

I have no room to do any thing but 
merely insert the following Resolutions, 
which have had the honour of being 
abused by the most base of all our base 
news-papers. The Timss. 


Ib a Meeting or Asinembly of the Mavo«, 
Aldermen, and Livcrvmen of the seversd 
Companies of the City of London, m 
Common Hall ^assembled, at the Guild¬ 
hall of the said City, on Thursday, 26th 
day of March, 1812. 

Resolved—1. That we hav^ long seen 
and felt, with the deepest concern and 
anxiety, the prevalence and baneful 
effects of a corrupt and unconstitutrbnal 
influence in the administration of the Go¬ 
vernment, equally dangerous to the ho¬ 
nour and independence of the Crown, and 
fo the liberty and happiness of the people. 

2. That among other pernicious effects 
of this system, tlie public resources have 
been dissipated in wild and disgraceful 
projects, in numerous frauds and pecula¬ 
tions, in useless places, pensions, sinecures, 
and reversions, and in ctxpensive estab¬ 
lishments, having no apparent object but 
the increase of Ministerial patronage, 
creating an oppressive and overwhelming 
weight of taxation, rendered doubly 
grievous by the inquisitorial and arbitrary 
mode of its exaction. 

3. That we have seen a delusive and 
factitious paper currency substituted in 
place of the valid coin of the realm, and 
the pernicious progress of measures and 
laws designed to give a forced value to 
such unnatural currency, evidently indi¬ 
cating the apjnoaching confusion of the 
public finances, and the ruin of the public 
creditors. 

+. That under the protection of a cor¬ 
rupt influence, which undermines all pub¬ 
lic spirit euul principle, we have witnessed 
the most shameless and insulting disregard 
of public opinion, degrading instances of 
which haye been the screening from jus¬ 
tice two individuals, who were then and 
now are niinisiers^*\*.''- Crown, and who 
have been openly charged with corrupt 
trafficirig in Seats in the House of Com¬ 
mons ; by the reV'usal to inquire into the 
calamitous and disgraceful Expedition to 
Walcheren ; and in the re-appointment of 
the Dq^e of York, against the unequivocal 
sense of the Nation. 

5. That we have long suilered under an 
impolitit and ruinous system of restric- 
tidns on commerce, which, by an un- 
■ happy policy, have converted the impo¬ 
tent threats of the enemy into a substan¬ 
tial injury, and to which is to be attributed 
the almost general ruin of our Mercbantf, 
and thft starving and w'retched condition 
of th'e populatibn of the manufacturing 
districts, who. driven to despair, claim 
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reltefin-'* cllSBig* of system* iiisteiiil of an 
extQAsioa oar already sanguinary penal 
cede. 

&i. That we have seen foreign mercena¬ 
ries introduced into our armies, and placed 
in command over Englishmen, at a time 
in which a great portion of our fellow sub¬ 
jects are denied a participation of the very 
privileges which these Foreigners enjoy. 

7. That we have for a series of years 
made many earnest representations of our 
grievances by Petitions to the Throne, 
and to both Houses of Parliament, none of 
which have yet been redressed; on the 
contrary, we observe an increased deter¬ 
mination to resist inquiry, to protect 
abuses, and to screen fronoi punishment 
public delinquents and (tpen violators of,' 
the Law and the Constitution, while the 
Right of Petitioning and the free access to 
the Throne, secured by the Bill of Rights, 
have been denied to the People, and the 
public Press has been either corrupted or 
persecuted. 

8. That these, and all other oppressions 
and grievances, are solely to be attributed 
to the corrupt and inadequate state of the 
Represeniatien of the People. 

9. That from the avowed hostility of his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent to the 
system so long pursued, and from a reli¬ 
ance on his own declarations, we patiently 
bore with these grievances, looking for-* 
ward with anxious solicitude to the pe¬ 
riod, when his Royal Highness should ac¬ 
cede to ihu full and unrestricted exercise 
of his powers, as the dawn of a new era, 
when it was expected Ihoseradical changes 
would have been eftecled, which the feel¬ 
ings and sufferings of the People, and the 
actual state of the Eippire, so imperiously 
demanded. 

10. That if was wllIT.jo less grief than 
astonishment we learnt that, notwithstand¬ 
ing the pledges which had been given, his 
Royal Highness had determined to con¬ 
tinue those Ministers in office, wfiose mal¬ 
versations and corruptions bad been ren¬ 
dered as notorious as the sun at nbo!^-day 
—who had uniformly evinced a total 
regard of all public principle-—and whose 
practices had been chiefly directed to the 
corruption of parliament, and their own 
aggrandizement—thereby extending and 
confirming that hateful system which had 
entailed so many miseries on the Country. 

11. That the continuance of such Mi- 
nistersin the service'of the Crown a^id of 
the Public, destitute as they are of the 
smallest claim to support on* any public 
principle, can be attributed only to the 


most disgraceful intrigues, and to the per¬ 
nicious influence of a despicable Faction 
behind the Throne!—afflicting to a loyal 
and intelligent People, and portentous to 
the welfare of the Empire. 

12. That an humble and dutiful Ad¬ 
dress and Petition be presented to -his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, re¬ 
presenting our numerous grievances, and 
praying that his Royal Highness will be 
pleased to dismiss his present evil advisers, 
and to call such men, and such men only, 
into the public service as stand pledgid to 
his Royal Higjiness*and the Country, to 
devote their exertions in eflecting the sa¬ 
lutary reformations which are so impe-* 
riously required—to correct those abuses 
and corruptions which haye taken root in 
every dcpai%ment of the State—and to 
accomplish that radical and effectual re¬ 
form in the House of Commons which 
shall make it truly speak the independent 
and loyal feelings of the People, rather 
than remain the convenient engine of the 
sinister views and corrupt measures of any 
Minister for tVie time being. 

The Address and Petition to his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent was read and 
agreed to. 

Resolved—That the Address and Peti¬ 
tion be signed by the Town Clerk. 

Resolved—That the Lord Mayor, Al¬ 
dermen, Sheriffii, and a Deputation of 21 
Liverymen, attended by the Recorder 
and City Officers, be desired to-present 
the said Addrgss to bis Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent. 

Resolved—That the Sheriffi, attended 
by the Remembrancer, do wait upon bis 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to 
know his will and pleasure when he will be 
pleased to receive the said Address. 

Resolved—That the Representatives of 
this City in Parliament be instructed to 
support thg principles of the said Address 
abd Petition in their places in parliament. 

Resolved—Thfat the Thanks of this 
Common tiall he given to Mr. Alderman 
Combe, for lus upright and independent 
conduct in Parliament, as one of the Re¬ 
presentatives of this City. ^ 

Resolved—^That the Thanks of this 
Common Hall be given to Messrs. Robert 
Waithnian and Mr. Samuel Favel, the 
Mover and Seconder of the ResohitioniJ 

Resol. Unanimously—That the Thanks 
of this Common Hall be given to the 
Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, for for his 
impartial conduct in the Chair this day* 

• VVOODl’HORPE. 

T. N. SYilwams, Cfork, Common Hall. 




.BANK NOTIS.."- . 

pebate in the ConAtms, m the I'Jth 

of March 1612 , on amoifion of Mr. 
Percital for bringing in a Biljt to pro- 
iect persons offering payment in Monk 
Notes. 

(Continuedfrom p. bB4t,) 

..... In Belfast, from which place 

the Petition had been presented, gold was 
the usual payment; and it became 'the 
House to see whether the contracts which 
the Petitioners now wished, should be sa¬ 
tisfied by payments in Bank Notes, had 
not been made to pay in gold; and, ef 
course, whether complying with their de¬ 
sire would not be to enact that they sTiould 
pay less than they bad agreed for. His j 
i.ord8hip contended there wakno pretence 
for renewing the Bill of last Session. The 
original pretext for it, was, that gold was 
rising in price. That was not now the 
case; on the contrary, it had been falling 
for some time. The Bill too had been 
futile, and the only effect it had produced, 
was to cause a disappearance of change 
universally throughout the kingdom. No¬ 
thing was easier than to evade the provi¬ 
sions of the Bill as it stood, so far as the 
purchase or sale of guineas was sought to 
he prevented. It was only first to change 
your Bank of England Notes for Country 
ilankers’ Notes, and then'they might be 
exchanged for guineas without even the 
imputation of offence. Only one convic¬ 
tion had taken place unde^ tlie Act, and 
that was a person who had been seduced 
to commit the offence by a person sent on 
purpose frtnfi Bow-street Office. He 
Jioped, however, the House would pause 
before it came to tlie improvement now 
proposed, by which Bank Notes were to 
be made a legal tender. 

Loan Oastlereagh could see but little 
in what had fallen from the,Ivfobl® Lord, 
except in astfar as the House was given io 
understand that the Noble Lord adhered 
to his former opinion. He rose at present 
principally to correct two mistakes into 
which the Noble laud had fallen. The 
, Noble Lord was in error, in supposing 
that h» {Lord Castlereagh) had said that 
ibis measure was not necessary in Ireland. 
He had said tjuite the reverse; but he did 
not wish it to be extended to Ireland last 
year, on account, of the absence of the 
greater part of tiie Lish Members. The 


Noblo liOrd had Rlia i&htuddiimftahd 
Blights Honotirtiblt 

who had expressly declared that Ire wohld 
be for protecting paymeirtsin Bank Notes, 
and that, should it become necessary, in 
order to do so, to make Bank Notes a 
Legal Tender, even to that length would 
he carry it. As to the Noble Lord’s idea, 
that the contracts in Ireland might to 
be paid in guineas, he could inform him, 
they were always stipulated to be made in 
pounds sterling. , 

Lord Folkestone explained, that he 
had a clear recollection on both the points, 
in which the Noble Lord (Castlereagh) 
had supposed him to be in error. 

Mr. 'Tierney rose and observed, that it 
was very evident from the speech of the 
Bight Honourable Gentleman hiraself, ! 
that the country was all^eady in the siiua> 
tion which had been predicted last ses¬ 
sion, tliat was in a situation of moving 
from bad to worse—[hear, hear !] He 
asked in what respect did this measure 
fall short of noaking Bank Notes a legal 
tender ? The answer was, that-they were 
to he legal tenders only in a Court of 
Justice. But what law was there which 
could compel any man to part with hi.s 
goods or property contrary to his inclina¬ 
tion the fact was, that this Bill went to 
aftect immediately all interests and every 
■class of society—.[hear!] If he were to 
buy 1,000/. worth of plate, would he not 
be perfectly secure in paying for the com¬ 
modity in Bank Notes i And how then 
could this Bill be said not to go the full 
lengih of making these notes a legal 
tender r He implored the House to con¬ 
sider well this subject before they came 
to a decision upon it. Unless he could 
himself perceive an altered disposition in 
the House, he slie^ldVuoein Till endeavour 
at argument superfluous and unnecessaiy. 
At the same time he had that opinion of 
the Bight Hon. Gentleman’s good sense as 
to believe that he had experienced no 
small degree 6f pain in coming to a reso- 
iiuiop. to submit such a proposition to the 
H^Jse. He knew indeed t[iat the Right 
Honourable Gentleman dared ftot meddle 
witli the Bank.—[Hear, hear!] He knew 
Aat the Government had proceeded so 
far, that the Bank had become its masters, 
and the masters of the finance of the 
I country—[Hear, hear 1] 

I ''(To he continued.) 

_ « _ » ___ 


Kublisliert by SI. B.Ai.SHAW, Brydfc^^-Street, Cwvent- Garden. 

ITinJed by.'fj c. PeU:<borQ«|li-Court« Vl«et4ltrcrU 
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^ Mr. Daviss Giddy was of opinion, that the supply of evlpry tbii^ was Yegniated !>y the de- 
** pan^ and, tiieieforo, tbe>issne of Bank-notes, he whs afttaiii, was a nejcessary evil. Altliongli he 
** isonsidered the peasnre fraught .with the greatest possible public mischief^ yet he could not en- 
** tirely oppose i^ because he knew of no other remedy to be applied to ihe existing evil.”—- 
Report, in the Hines, of Mr. D. Giddy’s Speech upon the second reading of the Bank Note Bill, in 
the House of Commoiis, on the S6th of March, 1813. , 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Paper against Goto.—Reader, if at 
the out-set of Pitt’s Anti-Jacobin war, 
what would have been thought of any man, 
who should have dared to predict, that 
language, like that in the speech taken for 
iny motto, would have been used, in ilie 
House of Commons, relative to English 
Bank Notes and English finances? Such a 
man, if not actually marked out as a traitor, 
would have Ireen marked out as a madman; 
and, perhaps, shut up in a madhouse. Yet, 
such language, if not used in the House of 
Commons, is published ; it is sent forth to 
the world, as if it had been used there; 

» and, of course, the effect is the same. I dp 
not know, that these w'ere Mr. GioD,y’s 
svords; but, I know, that they have been 
])uhtished as such without any contradic¬ 
tion or explanation. As a publication, 
therefore, I take them, and ma‘!:e them a 

subject of comment.-What, then, does j 

the declaration iiv this speech amount to? 
Why, that, though the speaker considers 
the measure a dreadfully had ohe, he will 
not opposejtJjgj^ajstft he knows o( no oilier 
remedy. What woul3 the Anti-Jacobins 
of 1795 have said, if they had been told, 
that this*would have been the language inn 
England before the end of fhe war, uj>on 
which they were then entered with such 
glorious prospects before them ? oilier 

rmed/y than “ a measure fraught iiiilA the 
greatest ■possible public mischief ”! This is 
a remedy with a vengeance. It is like'cut- 
ting off one's head to cure an aildtnt. 
What,-then, must that ailment be 1 How 
desperate must be the disease 1 He thinks 
‘the remedy; aye, the remedy, “ fraught 
with the greatest possible public mischief;” 
and yet he will hot oppose it! *HewiH 
take it J because he knows of ” no other re¬ 
medy to be applied to thh existing evil. 
-’^Ah! Mr.GlD-JT, with what regret 
we look back (don’t we?) to the thnes, the 


good Anti-Jacobin times, when Pitt and 
Sir Francis D’Iveunois used to calculate 
the number of weeks and days that would 
pass before the depreciation of the assignats 
would compel the French to sue for peace, 
and to call the Bourbons home again! 
With what regret we look hack to those 
liraesjVhen the forging of a.)signats for ex¬ 
portation made no very inconsklerable 
branch of commerce, and when the act 
was sanctioned in our Courts of Justice ! 
With what regret we look back to those 
times, when the people of France were 
thought to be reduced to the cliolcc of pe¬ 
rishing from hunger or from the act of the 

guillotine!-The people of France did 

not yield, Mr. Gruuv. They did not call 
home the Bourbons. They cominued Id 
exist in spite of ail the forgeries of a.ssignats, 
and of all our laws for preventing the send¬ 
ing of corn »r potatoes to them. They did, 
indeed, make a naiional bankrupicy of it; 
j but, they did not die in consequence. 

They are alive yet, and we knoiv it! - 

But, we must now make a remark oi-Jvvo 
upon what passed in tlie House of Coin- 
inoiis at the second reading of the Bank 
Note Bill, brst stating what appears to be 

tiie objects of the Bill.-The groutuls of 

it will hbve been st^n from tire debate, the 
last’ part of syhich I insert in the present 
Numbed'. The Bill is intended to extend 
the provisions of Lord Stanhopfi’s Bill l^ 
Ireland: and, I believe, to make the p,iy- 
menl into Court of Bank Notes a good and 

va/id payment into G >urt.-Now, inch, 

what was the law as to legal lender bsibre 
Lord Stanhope’s^Bill was passed? It was 
this.—»—If I offered Bank Notes to you in 
payment of a debt, you might refuse^ to. 
take them; you itiiglit insist upon haying 
the coin of the realm in payment; and, if 
1 did not give it you, you uiigifit bring AN 
ACTION agaiiiirt luc and recover your 
payment ill coin with ilamages. But, you 
could not, ill the first insitufce, ARRES?? 

P 
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me, if 1 yo» Notes in pay¬ 

ment. tiMt wa» {Mio^ Ipr by ifee iAct 
of 1797, when ihe'Banb otop^ paying ip 
coin. Thaiv botsiwer, was aM that" was 
40ne4>y that Act, Tijc Bank*itself was 
protected from paying in Specie; and Indi¬ 
viduals who tendered Bank Notes, were 
protected against ARRESTS. Thus stood 
the‘law, in respect lo legal tender,* before 

Lord Stanhope's Bill w'as passed,-That 

Bill provided against the selling and buying 
ofguii^as, &c. but we are now speaking of 
the legal tender only; which, by that Bill, 
was left just as it stood Before,' except that 
the Bill protected the tenant from DIS¬ 
TRESS for rent due, if he tendered the 
amount in Bank of England notes. It^^id 
no more. It did ifot protect hi^i frotii the 
efiects of an geclraenl^ nor from the effects 
0 I <111 nction^Jor debt. It only protected 
him against a seizure and sale of his goods 
and chattels fur rent ; and, even th» pro¬ 
tection it did not extend lo Ireland. 


The present Bill i.s intended to extend this 
protection to the tenants in Ireland; and, 
which is of much greater importance, it is 
intended to make the payment of BankJfoles 
into Court, a good anil legal ytaymenc. So 
it is said; and,, if such be the fact, it will 
make the Bank Notes a legal lender to all 
intents and purposes. For, what does a 

payment into Court mean -Suppose 

you bring an action of debt against me. 
1 pay the money ,io the officer of the court 
wherein your action is broug^it. There¬ 
upon proceedings are-stayed. . 1 must take 
the money, or, if J proceed any further it 

is at my own cos'*.-So that, when this 

uew Bill has become a law, sujipose you 
come to me and demand a debt of ^21I 
tender yon 21 pound notes of tlie Bank of 
England. You refuse to take them. You 
bring your acikm (or the debt. I pay 
the 21 pound notes into the court., muI then 
you will be eothpclled ft) receive them, or 

t o without payment ullogeihir. --.if this 

e not making Bank Notes a legal Under : 
' jf this be no{ forcing the receipt of*thera.; 
il this be not making them a government 
peper, I should be glad to know what 

would be; -It is said, that you are not 

compelled to take them, and that you will 
not, by this Act, be compelled to lake 
J'or any thing you have lo sell. Very true. 
If you have a horse to sell, you may say, 
give me .^0 golden guineas in hand, or 
you shall not have my horse,” But, if you 
self your horse for 50 guineas, and the 
purchaser tender you 52 pounds in Bank 
Nates, and 12 shillings in silver, you lutve 
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not, if this titemeansefobtam- 

"Other psyia^. jltortv iff. tbjs 
Bm pasti, no i^ payn^ 

iff any d$bt in Bank nf 

land Notes, and, eviery .thing is a debt 
which one man owes to anQlher; So that, 
to secorts'payment in coin j you must get the 
coin in your hand before you deliver the 
goods. You mustnot, except with persojits' 
on wliom you can rely, make any bargain 
lo be paid in coin, because, as you will see, 
the Act will set all such bargains aside.' 
Tc strangers you must say: “ here is my 
“article: where is your money. Very 
“ well: I’ll give you this for that.” And 
then you must take the money with one 
hand as you delivf-r the goods with the 

otlfer.-Such, if I understand the matter. 

rightly, will be the effect of the law now 
intended lo be passed ; and, il that law will 
not make Bank Notes a legal lender what 
will? This was precisely what was done 
in the States of America. The paper- 
money was made good in the payment of all 
debts. Nobody was forced to take it in ex¬ 
change for goods. That was never the case 
in America. That was reserved For Robes¬ 
pierre and his colleagues. That is, in fact, 
a maximum. Men are then compelled to 
give up their goods at such and such prices 
in paper. We arc not come to tliat point; 
but, what is now proposed, if I iindeistand 
it rightly, is the next step before that point. 
-The Act of last year, it was A'ery evi¬ 
dent, would do nothing of it.sclf. ' Hun¬ 
dreds and thousands of peojxle only waited 
to see the result of an action, which Lord 
King had brought against a tenant for rent. 
If he had succeeded (as he must), and if 
no new' Act had been tpassed, the courts 
would liave been fulljjf actions. Tliis the 
rninislers knew veiysve'll‘f'’an3, I am de¬ 
ceived if Mr." Perceval has not been inform • 
.ed by some counUiy-bankers, that actions 
have been commenced against tbemyiM' the. 
recovery cf the amount of their notes in 
gold. If litis question were put to Mr, 
Percet^"!, I am pretty sure, that he would 

nott^y it.-1 always said, thauthc first 

landholder who should demand the pay¬ 
ment of his rents in gold would put the 
sy.stem to Us trumps; would compel the 
Bank to call for a law to make their notes a, 
legal Under; or, 2 X least, would produce 
such a law. Dal ways said, that such a de-, 
piand w't>uLd put the ^inoerity of the parti¬ 
sans ofA:be system to the test. It has done 
this. Jt has pifoyed, that all their boast¬ 
ings about the solidity of die paper, that all 
their assertions about its being equal in 
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■valtic to |(old, proceeded dr 

^ 50 orMce.-T—^ia Irel^indv it -Wat tldught, 
that thferc waa not necessity of any law to 
prevent the lanciiord from demanding pay¬ 
ment in gold; but, it no«iv appears from 
the acknowkdgment of Casilereagh him¬ 
self, that the paper was, in Ireland, at a 
discount of from 20 to 22 per centum. 
Mr. PoNsoNflv said, during the debate of .j 
the 26th, that “ the Right Honourable 
“ Gentlemen opposite assumed too much, 

“ and were mistaken when they supposed ' 
“ the buying of gold in Ireland was merely ' 
“ for the purpose of paying rents. It was 
“ a practice carried on, nut for the internal 
“ purposes of Ireland, but lo sand to this 
“ country. When it Srrived here, he ^e- 
“ lieved it was exported again by many, 

“ and by some it was hoarded. Tfie very 
“ day before he left Dublin, he was in a 
“ shop, into wliich came a woman, who 
“ from her ai)|)carance was from the coim- 
“ try; she jtlaced on the counter welve 
“ guineas, and asked the shopman what 
“premium he would allow her? he said 
“ 5s. (id. on each ji'uiiiea ; which she agreed 
“ lo accept, and lie paid her the dlii'crence 
“ in Irish Hank notes. It appeared tohiii) 

“ that it would be a much less evil to let 
“ this take its own course, than to endea- 
“ vour to mend matters by pressing this 

“ Bill.”-The rate, of which Mr. Ebn- 

sonby .speaks Jicie is rather more than 2G 
per ceiiluin; so tliat Castlereagli put it at the 
very lowest, as, iiidted, he naturally would. 
And, was it not foretold, last year, that 
Lord Sialiliopc’s Bill would cause an open 
sale of guineas in Ireland? Those must 
be lools, iialnic’s (ools, who did not foresee 
it. I'liey must liAe been worse than itliois 
to S'.ipposB;,*4,l4jj^_yfee- law could be eDfoiced 
at all here, without caiising au open .sale 
there. The gold not being permittefi lo be 
exchanged lor more ilufti its nominal wurtlf 
here, would ualurally go ioT.Telaud, where 
it wa.s still permitted Uf be exchanged lor 
what men could get fu> it; and, il^e dealers 
for exportation to the Continent w*&«Jd, of 
course,.* go to the Irish market. While 
iiiis traffic was going on at Dublin and 
Cork, it was not to be expected, that tiie 
tenants of lands would be able to get gold 
wherein to pay their rents; and hence the 
])resent application to exteyd the benefits of 

the Bill to Ireland.-Whether we ought 

to regret, that a change in the pos'jfssion’tif 
property; that a silent revolution is par¬ 
tially taking place, is a pifnit upou'*tvhich I 
shall not offer an opiuiou; but, that the 
fact is so, there can, 1 think, be no doubt 
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at a!!.-*;—-But; who <sta ktip thit?. Who 
is to prevent h? Mr.Mor«is, ip opposing 
thij tneasure, in tlu: debate upoP the se¬ 
cond reading of the Bill, after stating mjp y; 
datiger.s and injuries that would arist^roPi 
it; after a good deal about the unlimited 
is.swes, the forgeries, and various other 
tilings, said that the only security for the 
.public was making the notes convertible 
into specie. In that case, he said, the Bank 
would direct its i.ssues “ according as things 
“ went more or lc.ss easily. Jfthir^was 
“ a great jrressuie for payment in specie, 
the Bank would abridge its paper issue, 

“ and vice versa. This test, it was cvl- 
“ dent, could now be of no use. Mr. 

“ Morris then went through several other 
“ tests which had bt'cn suggested, and in- 
“ sisted that the on/y safe melliod of re- 
“ straining the issue, was the adol>tion of 
“ the ancient princil/le of convertibility into 
“ spi^.ie at the will of the holder. While 
“ he stated tlicse objections, he did not 
“ shut his eyes to the existing hardships, 

“ and the particular hard state of the lasv. 

“ Me agreed that all transactions oF late 
“ years had been conducted by means of 
“ Bank notes; still he could not go the 
“ lengili of allowing the propriety of the 
“ present measure. He tliought tliat the 
‘ '• aggregate wisdom of the House should be 
“ laken in every possible way. The, sug- 
“ ge.stion of a remedy from an individual 
“ like himself might meet witli disappro- 
“ baiiou; but in a Committee it would be 
V coinjieiciA for every member to suggest 
“ alieratioii^and modifications whichinight 
“ be highly useful. It was certain that 
“ metallic and paper cunency could not 
“ now Co exist. The .superior value of the 
“ metals caused them soon to disappear to 
“ the market: hut restore the old principle 
of converlibiUty into sljccie, and metaks 
“ and ^a\>er would be of jhe sanie value. 
“He wished Genilemeii would read the 
“ histhry of Edward I. and attend to the 
“ observation of the late Lord f.iver ppoL 
“ ‘ that the refunualiou of lh« coin \vas as 
“ great a boon to the nation as the refot- 
“ mation of religion.’ He ihfp rcicrred 
“ to Locke and Adam Smith, and said, 
“ that Gcntleiuen, while they were raising 
“ niownneuts to illustrious men, and deck- 
“ ing their tombs with panegyrics, should 
“ take care, also to have the wise precepts 
“ and maxi’ms of those illustrious men cn- 

“ graven ou their hearts. -Yes, Mr. 

Morkis, hut of Miat use are these maxims 
now ? Wc Jiave the maxims of Hampden 
and Sidney; hut of what use arc they? 
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Lode md^AdamStnilh xcAM mty if they a law made aftfer fhe thieg has taketi place 
Were aKve, alter the nature 8f our paper; which it is to ahect. B^t what of that ? It 
they could not pjt gold into, the Bank is, indeed, a principle ot our Cotistitutkjn, 
» j-ipjip. It is very easy to call An : “ Re- that no such law shall' be passed; but, aS it 
stor^ the old principle of convertibility has been done in‘•so many instances, it may 
into speciebut, unless you could, at as well be done again. All the holders of 
the same time, strike some rock with your Bank Notes in 1797 had received them iin- 
w and, and make it send forth gold, as dcr a law which compelled the Bank to pay 
Moses brought forth water, it is perfectly them in specie if demanded; but, the act 
useless to lay down the maxim, with which of 1797 annulled the contracts, and pro- 
every oyster-woman in, London is as well tected the Bank against payment hi specie. 

acquainW as you and I.-“ The aggre- Before the Property-Tax act was pissed, 

“ gate wisdom of the HokSc” is, doubtless, the*^leases that existed bound the tenant to 
^ery great; but, if it has not been suffi- pay his landlord so much a year; but, the 
eient to prevent the gold from disappear- property-tax act comes, annuls that con¬ 
ing, why is it expected to be great enqngh tract in part, and compels the tenant to 

to fetch It back again?-Sir John New- witjihold part of tlief stipulated rent, and to 

PORT, Mr. Wm. Smith, and others, who pay it over to the Government. Therefore, 
disapproved <jf the measure, predicted the ns to ex-posl-/acto hws, jve have got over 
most fatal consequences to the paper. Their that difficulty as well as many others ; and 
reasoning w'as very good; but, what would the Irish landlords must do as well as they 
tliei/have, done? That is the question. Can can. But, let us hear what Castlereagh 
they bring back gold to redeem the Bank said in answer to this objection abo\it con¬ 
notes? If they cannot, what would they do, tracts. “ Tliis-bill he considered the 
if they were in the place of the Minister ? “ only remedy in the power of the House 
They say, that the whole of the paper system “ to apply to the general evil'; for the 
will be luintd. 1 think they are right. But “ other remedy suggested, nameTy, the di- 
What would they do lor ilic present? “ minution of ban.k-notes, was comjdetelt/ 
Would they not make the paper go 0.5 long “ impossiOle \s\l\i a \\e.w to our expendi- 
ns ^iossible? And, what other way could “ lure abroad. As to the core/ion/.s entererl 
they take than tliat whicli the. minister is “ huo in the north o( Ireland, and so much 
now taking? II, indeed, they were pre- “ insisted upon by the Gentlemen oppo- 
pared to sgy, “ let the paper go 1 let the “ site, he had tostate, that the most of the 
whole fabric go to pieces in its own way!” “ bargains in tliat country were made, not 
then their present disagreement with the “ witli any view to tlie difference between 
luinister would be rational. /They niiglpL “ bank-notes and guineas; and that the 
then very consistently criticise his legal “ only description of contract entered into 
tender Bill, and remind him of what has “ witli a direct contemplation of such a dif- 
Leaf the consequence of such meastire.s in “ lerente, .was lhal between landlord and 
all other countries. It was objected, for “ tenant: this latter was certainly a diffi- 
instanec, as to extending the Bill to Ireland,' “ culty in the vvay bill, but 

that coii/rnc/s had been entered into very “ it was one.so partial in its nature, that 
“ generally between landlord and^tenaiif, ‘‘ Parliament must control it. In the 
“ by whfcli am exchange of 10, and 15, ‘ adoption of ^a general measure like this, 

'**• and 20, and even 25 per cant, was es'ta- “ tlierc must be some sacrifice of particu- 
• blished between guineas and bank notes: “ lar interests ; ahd the counties in Ireland 
in mope intelligible language, dt was th« rould be affected by it were anly 
“ wcli-u.idferstood that in many places in “Aye, here it is. pither the 
“ Ireland leases liad been given upon art contrjtcts must be violated, or iffe paper 
“ express •commutation of so many bank- musl^bf destroyed. It is a dif^culty; but, 
notes for a certain nuhilter of guineas, “ Pirliemenl must control it.” This re- 
“ Was ti»e House prepared to say, that the raedy was the “ remedy.” It was 
person who bad covenanted to p&y 100 impossible to narrow ike bounds of the pa- 
guineas in gold instead of 1221. in notes per. Of course, die paper, which could 
' “ shimld now Be compelled to pay but not go' qf itself, was to be made to go. 
“ JOOl. ? yet this was the effect which Castlereagh was told^ that some land-hdld- 
“ the law proposed would have in Ire- ers in Ireland wwld be completely ruined; 

land.”' To be sure, this will be a vio- and so they certainly will; but, what was 
lationofall such contracts. It will be what the use of this observation, unless a remedy 
is calied tliaj isto say, had Wen ready? To lessen the issue of. 
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paper woirid be neither napre npr less than 
slopping the wheels of the government. It 
could not pay its way for a day under a di¬ 
minished quantity of paper. C'ustlereagh 
confines his observation, as to the eETect of 
such diminution, to pur expenditure abroad. 
And why abroad? Why not at home 
also? The paper is not sent abroad. If 
he had stopped at the word expenditure he 
would have been perfectly conxct; and, 
perhaps, he did, the word abroad being 
added by mistake of th*e reporter. Well, 
then, W'hat is the use either of invective or 
lamentation, as to this measure; what is 
the use of citing the fate of other countries, 
unless you are prepared to say, slop Ijie 
“ expenditure; stop the wheels of the go~ 

“ vernmenlV’ Mr. Willjam Smith said, 
that this measure left the country no pros¬ 
pect but tlie dismal one of a national bank- 
ruplcy. Well 1 suppose that to be true, 
svhat was the use of the observation ? 
Wbat was the use of saying that, unless you 
had some belter measure to propose for \ 
bet ping up the paper ? For, observe, Mr. 
Smith appsars to be no enemy to the paper 
system ; he does not appear to wisli to see. 
the paper destroyed. No, not he. He 
wishes to keep the paper up; and what, 
then, was the use of his observation, unless 
he had some better measure to propose? 
Mr. Perceval’s observations must not be 
omitted. He, our First Lord of the Trear 
sury, Clianceilor of the Exchequer, Chan¬ 
cellor of the Ducliy of Lancaster,* Clerk of 
the Meltings and Irons, and Prime Minis¬ 
ter ; lie certainly ouglit not_to be overlooked 
im an account such as 1 am nojiv giving. 
The nation, and otter nations, ought to be 
well inform,opinions as to this 
matter. I vml, therefore, insert his speech 
as I lind it reported in the Morning Chro¬ 
nicle of the 27th of Mardh. It is curious; 
and, let the reader always Bear in mind, 
that what is said upon this subject will be 
to be referred to hereafter. “ The,^CiiAN- 
“ cELLORof the Exchequer thought tt«\!^the 
“ reason* why the House was so thin, and 
“ why that apathy appeared to prevail, 
“ was from the general sense of Membhrs 
“ as to the propriety of bringing in the 
“ Bill, before the recess, knowing that its 
“ provisions might be sufficiently sifted in 
“ the Committee.. He hatl^ himself, de- 
“ dined pressing it beyond its present? 
“ stage, because, after the recess, many 
“ Irish Members might b6 present? who 
“ would be able to satisfy the House as to 
“ manyof its bearings u[H)n Ireland. With 
“ regard to the disuse and general argu- 
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“ ments w.hi(!h he had heard employed a* 

“ to the state of our currency, the excessive 
issue of paper, and the impossiblli^iiiSiMi 
“ exchanging it for gold at the 
“ seemed to him applicable to those subjects 
“ during the whole period that had elapsed 
** since the £ank Restrictions in 1797, ra- 
“ ther than to the Bill then before the 
“ House. Predictions had been hazarded 
“ IheHy and just as confidentas to Ike 
“ effects which those restrictions *would 
“ produce^ as they were now. That part 
“ of it whicli related to Ireland, he admitj 
“ ted, would require very mature and de- 
“ liberate consideration; but he could not 
“ think it very desirably to have any de- 
“ grcc of Mischief committed against the 
“ general population of Ireland, for the 
sake of preserving a standard as to the 
“ value of tlie metallic currency. What 
“ sort* of standard, however, was that 
“ which had been so mucircTwelt upon by 
** the Flonourable Gentleman? One fluc- 
“ tuation between 3 and 25 per cent, ac- 
“ cording as a contract happened to be 
“ made on one side of the hedge or the 
“ other. With respect to what had been 
“ alleged about the examples which history 
“ afforded, iie thought it merely idle de- 
“ clamalion ^ for no history, either ancient 
“ or modern, presented the account of a 
“ country circumstanced as tfu^now was. 

“ Jl was absurd to compare our Bank-pa- 
“ per with French assignats, whose ex- 
“•ce.vs/vc issius had brought down ruin, 

“ upon the system. Nwv, Bank paper 
“ had not been convertible into gold since 
IT’yr, and there had been none of Chat 
“ excessive issue since, which had always 
“ preceded, in. every country, the cmfmrrass- 
“ meats and injuries which had jteen al- 
“ luded to. He thought tjje^argrfraents of 
*“ the llohoitrable tMembex for Norwicii 
“ rdther inconclusive, viz. that though 
“ nothing was to be feared from tlie pre- 
“ sent Bank Directors, yet, would Govern 
“ inent guarantee the conduct otWio»3>4^1io 
“ might be Directors thirty years hencei? 

“ What was there to fear from si«:h a con- 
“ tingency? injudicious issue of 

“ paper could be made by any Directors 
“ without the control of Parliament, and ^ 
“ unless tlierefore Parliament should be- * 
“ come lost to its duly, and tte Directors 
“ lose their intellect as well as character, 

“ there were no rational grounds for ap- 
“ prehension as to an indefinite issue of 
“ Bank paper; and indebinite issue was 
: the only evil to be dreaded. As to the 

I extensioa of forgery which i«as thought 
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“ likelj' to take place from the passing that 
“ BilJ, it would be for Parliament to pro- 
such checks as should se#n a<!eqiiate 
“ for, that purpose; but in looking sit the 
“ accounts then on the table, and which 
“ had been moved for by an Honourable 
*'• Gentleman on the preceding evening, he 
“ found that the average yearly amount, 
during the last eleven years, was from 
nine to ten thousand pounds; and *in 
tliat amount were included the foreign 
notes which had been forged. If that 
V was coni|)ared with 24 millions, be ap- 
“ picheoded it would not be more in pro- 
portion than the forgeries that took place 
“ in our gold aijchsilver coins. Witli re- 
“ gat'd to national btinkruplcy^^he thought 
“ the only way to ensure that, and the ut- 
“ ter ruin of the country, was to act upon 
“ the remedies proposed by the other side 
“ of the Iloyse. If the restrictions on cash 
“ payments were taken off, the door would 
be opened to immediaU and direct dc- 
“ slruclion.” Of the paper? Of the pa¬ 
per; “ the immediate and direct ele- 
“ struction” of the paper sjjslem? That 
is what you mean, I suppose; and, then, J 
agree most cordially with you ; I agree, 
that the moment the Keslriclion Bill was 
taken ofTfroiij the Bank; that is to say, the 
Bill whic^', screens the Bank from the de- 
marids ofHts creditors; the moment tliis is 
^loiic, I agree with you, tliai the paper i.s 
done for; and, thciefore, I si/)’, that unless 
your opponents mean to desrroy the paper 
system, their ohyectioiis to your Bill are in¬ 
consistent, unless they themselves have 
some measure better calculated than yours 
to prop up the paper a lilile longer. But, 
Mr. Perceval, though 1 agree w'ith you 
liei e, W do not agree with you as to otlier 
parts olvyoujr.- speech. You say^ iliat the 
observations as to lhe» impossibility of ex* 
changinp, paper for gold scan to y^ou to ap¬ 
ply to the whole period since thcUesirictiiHi 
-Hfcll in 17 ^ 7 , rather than to tii« present 
BjJlrMi JiJft, Sir; this is not so. Tliesc ob¬ 
servations apply to the Bill; because, 
though the Bill of 1797 protected the Bank 
Itself against paying infold, it protected 
nobody else; every body else was compell¬ 
ed to pay in gold; and this BillVill pro¬ 
tect every body against paying in gold. So 
that the observations did not apply to the 
whole period since I7S7, but to the present* 
Bill. If you mean, not so much a legal 
application as ati application with regard to 
tfae praclite, then, you are still more wrong; 

- for, •iiBlil these two years, until about the 
t uic thafcl was sent to this jai! for writing 


about the flogging of the Local Militia at 
Ely (wbwe, by the bye, the Bank has since 
broken] ; until that time, gold did occasion¬ 
ally pass with the paper; but, the pro.secu- 
tion of De Yos'Ce, which took place about 
the time alluded to, made it knowm to all 
those who had gold coin, that there was a 
way of turning it to good account. Since 
th'at, gold has very rarely been seen in pay¬ 
ment of any sort; it has become an article 
of commerce; and.has formed no triHuig 
item in the exports of iliecouniry. There¬ 
fore, this period is very different from the 
whole period since 1797, else why your 
law to punish the sale and purchase of the 
goldcoin^. This faw was not passed t il 
last year; and the reason w'as, it was 
not found necessary. 'Jfhere was no great 
traffick in the gold coin.-—^You next ad¬ 
vert to the predictions of 1797; you say 
that they were hazareled then just as coii- 
hdemly, as to the effects of the Restriction 
Bill, 'as predictions are now'liazardcd with 

regard to the effects of this Bill.^-Very 

well! And wliat of that? What does 
that make in support of your measure? Do 
you mean to say, that the predictions of 
\7[)7 have hee.ii falsified by events; and 
hence to infer, that the predictions of tlie 
present day will also be falsified by events ? 
Ml'. Ponsonby told you, that your argu¬ 
ment was unhappy, for tliut the pre¬ 
dictions of 1797 had all been yerified. 
Whicli 1)0 man can deny, unless he be 
prepared to set notorious lads at defiance. 
It" you Iiavc read (as you oiigbt) my letters 
to the people of Salisbury, you will have 
seen wha.' the predictions of 1797 were; 
and, il so, you must k'now',.that they have 
been all, thus far, fwfWAfctfjlr It wa.s pre¬ 
dicted, that the Bank would not pay in 
specie again;, it was predicted, lliat the 
gold would^ disappear; it was predicted 
\.nA\ foreign exchanges would he against us; 
it was predicted that a legal tender act 
must me : it was prerlieled that the con~ 
irq^Ksfor term of years would, he violated, 
Hjve not these predictions bceil-verified ? 
T\\eJolal overthrow of the system was also 
predicted; but neither tlie day nor year 
was named. And, do you, from the fate 
of these predictions, gather any 'a-guineat 
against tliosgjthat are made use of now P 
You ipust have a vast deal of ingenuity if 
you do. If you had not a more convincing 
mode of reasoning in your PAMPHLET, 
it cettainly would not have done much lip- 

nour to your talents.--You deny, that 

the argimieut built oti the fate of the paper- 
njciMi y in other couiuries ts wor;li iiuy thing 
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at ail. You, call it mere dedamalion" 
You say, that history [^resents no account 
of a country circumstauced as this is now. 
VVliicIi is very true indeed, as to parti¬ 
cular points; for, I believe it would be 
very difficult to find an account of any 
country taxed in the manner that this is 
and loaded as it is with Sinecure placemen. 
But, with regard to paper-money, that is 
the same thing all the world over, as the 
dropsy; and this natign is no more ex¬ 
empted from the natural effects of a paper- 
money not convertible into specie than any 
particular man is exempted from the na¬ 
tural ellects of the dropsy. The disorder 
has different stages, afid It moves front 
stage to stage more rapidly in some bodies 
than ill others; but the end is always the 
same : death is sure to be the consefjLuence. 
You say, that “ it is absurd to compare 
“ our hank paper to the. French assignats, 

“ whose excessive issues had brought down 
“ ruin upon the system- Wliile of our 
“ Bank paper, tliough it had not been con- 
“ vcrtible into gold since 1797, there had 
“been no‘excessive issue; and excessive 
“ issue had always been the fore-runner, 

“ in every country, of the embarrassments 
“ and injuries which had been alluded to.” 

-Now, Sir, how have you made it out, 

that it is absurd to compare our Bank pajfer 
to tlie French assignats? It is easy to say 
so nnicl}; but merely to say it is just no- 
thing at all. What were the french as¬ 
signats ? They were a paper money, 
issued by'the government, and paid away 
at their nominal value to ajl those to whom 
the government owed any mone^ whether 
for services or fof interest on the debts 
which it h&i'^sunratted; and tlie persons, 
to whom they were so paid by .the goverii- 
ment, could not demand the exchange of 

them into specie.-—Ndtv, ^ir, pray how * 

does this sort of paper diller Irbm our Bank 
Notes? Flow, I ask you? How, how, I 
say, in what, does this sort of paper differ 
from onr ^ank Notes?-If the govern¬ 

ment ovPe me a thousand pounds for. in¬ 
terest of money lent to it, or, in otjicr 
words, in what is called dividends, does it 
not pay me in Bank Notfs, and must I not 
lake them in payment, or lake no payment 
at ail? Is it not the same^'ith regard to 
dny other debt that the governmeq^ owes ? 
And when this new Bill has passed, wilf 
it not be the same with regard to all debts 

and paynunis between inSividuals?- 

The only difference is, that, in our case, 
the paper is issued in the name of a Compa¬ 
ny cj Merchants, whereas the/Assignats 
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were issued-ia*tbe name of Ike gavenanent 
at nrtce. But, where is, in reality, th* 
difference? Our government comes iamitili 
its acts and does for the Company's p^er 
precisely that which the French governraeat 
did for its own paper. Our government 
makes the Company’s paper a legal tender, 
first, for debts due from the government to 
individuals; and next, tor debts due from 

one individual to another.-Where, 

then, is the difference? Where, i ask 

you, is ih<; difference? -When the 

French first issued their assignats, Burk^ 
took a fine swagger over them in a compa¬ 
rison between our paper and theirs. I 
will place this swagger in tlie form of 
Blank VersI: * 

Tn EngUmdno paper-money is received but from 
choice. 

11. re paper-money has its origin in cash.. 

In an idltant our paper-money is turned into coin. 
Our paper-money needs noUiuiXosgive it value. 
fVe may refuse payment in paper-nroney. 

Our paper-money is enforced i)y no authirriiy, 

Tlie real coin is increased by our paper-money. 

Jtt England paper-money is a symbol of riches, 
not of debt. 

Never, iw EngUindph a scarcity of gold a sub¬ 
ject of complaint. 

This, Sir, was the boasting of Burke, 
when drawing a confrast^^^ween our pa¬ 
per-money, and that of the FTftsch. ]^tt. 
Sir, are not all these assenicAs, wiiich 
were then true, now false ? I put this to 
you home. You must say, that they are, 
as applied tl the present state of our pa- 
pefr-money, «1 false ; that they are all the 
reverse of the truth ; afltt^as they did, by 
their reverse, state what the paiier-inoney 
of France really was, it follows of course, 
that our ])aper-nioney, according to Burke 
IwtnselF, is of the same nature as the as¬ 
signats of France were of.-But, our 

paper-mgney has not beea..i4&ija^ in sucli 
quantities as thatoi France was.—*—All in 
good tiiye, financier ! All in good, in ex¬ 
cellent time t Home was not built in a 
day, nor was the Basiile, though braVtiy 
assailed, demolished ia a iniiulW.— 
quires time to accomplish great events. Qo 
you know what will happen vVlien our 
paper becomes wliat the French Assignats 
were in 1794 and 5 ? Have you thought 
well of'that? *lf you have, you will, 
think, be of opiniou, tliat tlie concern is * 
going on sufficiently fast.-The Assig¬ 

nats did not fall in value all at once. They 
went faslev, indeed, ibau our paper has 
travelled; but they went by degrees. I 
knew them at about 35 per centum dis¬ 
count against gold;, snd, as we have seen 
ffom Mr, Ponsonby's siatenientp our papei 
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was 25 per centum d iscount against gold in 
PubJin^ even in a transaction where there 
was a prejil to be obtained by the person 
the discount; so th-Jt,^in ajl pro¬ 
bability, tfie real discount, at his time, oh 
our paper, is not less than 30 per centum. 

-*-^^That our paper does not sink so fast 

as the assignats Hid, we know very well; 
and we know the reasons of it loo. Pain e 
Raid, that it would not, and he gave the 
reason/Orit. He said, that it would be 
much longer in falling than the assignats 
were; but, he said, chat its'fall was as 
curtain; and he described, with great 
accuracy, the way in which it Would fall, 
lie said, that tiie beginning woul<^ be 
made by people gUrig to the B,ank to gel 
their notes exchanged for gold; that, he 
said, the Batik would not comply with; 
and thence, he said, would start a new f^ys- 
tem, which would soon swell up the Debt 
to a thousand Hence would come 

legal tenders and the breaking up of the 
system.—^—In less than a year after he 
wrote this, the Bank stopped paying in 
cash; and, we are now going on in pre¬ 
cisely the track that lie marked out as in¬ 
evitable.'-As to the quantities of paper 

issued, however, how do we know any 
thing about ihA*/’? The Bank give an ac¬ 
count to parliament ? 'The Bank! 
"Whai, the parlies interested ? This is a 
curious sort of account! Really, Sir, if, 
in all the pecuniary transactions of the go¬ 
vernment, it contenls itself ■/ith accounts 
like this, tlue nation’s afl'airs/arc in a pro¬ 
mising way 1 What, then, do I distrust 
the .Bank Directors; and do I believe, that 
they would' deliberately lay a falsehood 

before the House ol' Commons ?-1 teW 

you wli^t, Sir, I ueiihernor dis/rKr; 
ihem. Y know nothing about tliein ; but, 
I say account^ as it-it called, 

contains ‘no pr&of. It‘'is not that sort of 
document that any man would regard as a 
voucher. It contains no proof that sucli 
T5^lfhe amount of tlie Bank Notes*in cir- 
culefJtfffT’ind, it is always to be borne in 
mind, that those who give in this account, 
have an ihlerest^ a great interest, that the 
amount sliould apiicar as Small as possihle. 
The same may be said as to the atpount of 
, the forged holes, . So that, in fact, when 
you tell us about the control of parliament 
as to the issues of Bank Notes, you should 
Ik-st show us, tliat parliament reedli/ knows 
something about the amount of those issues. 
It is possMet that the parliament may be 
rightly informed upon the subject; but, it 
IS also possible, that it may not; and, in 


the absence of proof as to the amount bf 
the issues, every one has a right to deduce, , 
from reason and probabilities, 'the extent 
of these issues.—:—-One thing is very cer¬ 
tain, and that is, that a Bank Note of a 
hundred pounds, for which, some years 
ago, any inan might have got in exchange 
95 guineas and 5 shillings, will now fetch 
in exchange no more than about 72 guineas. 
Call you not this DEPRECIATION, Sir ? 
fV/ial, then, do you call it ? I will state 
the facts in another way, and will set them 
out in verse order: 

Formerly it required 95 guineas and 5 shillings to 
obtain a ftOO. Bank Note. 

Now it requires only fbont 72 guineas to obtain 
sToflOO. Bank Note. 

What does it signify to talk, then, about 
excessive issues. We canifbt know any thing 
positive about those issues. All that we 
know for certain, is, that the Bank Notes 
have depreciated. No: 1 beg your par¬ 
don, I do not mean, that tlie Ba:^k Notes 
have depreciated: I only mean .that they 
are not worth so much as Ihey-iised to be in 
gold and silver. That is £iU. But, then, 
my favourite financier, Was not that all 
that was the matter witli the Assignats? 
They did not depreciate, not they. Oh, 
no 1 they only became worth less silver 
amjl gold than they were at first. That w'as 
all that ailed them ! And, at last, they 
were worth no gold or silver at all ! And 
that was the end of them. At fi^st they 
passed for their nominal worth in gold and 
silver. That did not last long. They 
sverc next exchanged against gold and sil¬ 
ver at a discount : that is the point we 
were at la'st April. This traffic was next 
forbidden under heavy penalties : that is 
the point the Lord StanhopeTBill brought 
us to. They were next made a legal tender 
,in all payments: .ihat is the point we are 
just coming to. The next stage of the as¬ 
signats was the maximum and the guillo¬ 
tine, to which point I trust we shall not 
come at ail. But, I see only MY REMEDY 
that^cau prevent a maximum! and that 
remedy I do not choose to communicate; 
or,-at least, I will not do h now; and^ 
perhaps, I never will. No one can take 
that from me even if he were to rip me up. 

-Well, then, Mr. Perceval, I think 

we have now ’iuade it out, that there is a 
<good d^t of resemblance between the As-- 

signals* and our Bank Notes.--But, the 

security; the security of the two sorts of 
paper; wha*. difference do we find here? 
This is a principal point, and, therefore* 
worth a great hitauder'& atteuding to. -— -- 
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These gentlemen of the-Bank confess, that 
the)r liiavc out BatjJc Notes to the anjiount of 
about 21 or 25 miliions of ppunds steriihg. 
And where is their/(r/T^er/y to answer it ? 
Have they Lands, . Houses, Goods, or j 
Specie to this amouut ? No ; nor. to the 
amount of one million, perhaps. What 
have they, then ? What is the Oasis of 
'these promissory notes ? What, at last, 
are the holders to look to for payment ? Is 
it more Bank Jfoles? Does the security 
consist in the power of printing neiy edi- 
tions of the Bank Paper ? Will any man 
pretend to say it does? Suppose, for in¬ 
stance, that, on account of invasion, or 
any other cause, the Bat^k Notes W'ould 
not buy any thing. Suppose the baker 
were to say, •' bring me tlie hard money, 
or you get no bread.” There would be 
an end of them ; and the holders would, 
of cour|e, apply tor payment in some other 
shape, fiiit, the law says, that no one 
shall he able to sue the Bank Company ij 
it offers jmjmenl in its own JVoleSy what¬ 
ever these Notes may be really worth, 
whether they, will buy bread or whether 
they will buy nothing ! Now, Sir, is it 
not farcical to talk of security in a case like 
this ; is it not sorry nonsense to talk of the 
solidity of the Bank or of any thing belong 

ing to it ?-However, let ns see a little 

what it is pretended that this con¬ 

sists of. It consists of Exchequer Bills 
and of SlSck! More paper ! Aye, well, 
well 1 but, this paper is worth something, 
.is it not? .How is it worth any thing? 
Why interest is paid on it. Interest! 
Well ; and Aon' is that paW? Why, in 
Bank ^otes, to be su^e. So here*we may 
dance round the circle till we are giddy, 
and,' all we arrTve at is,'that the Govern¬ 
ment paper is the security for ‘the Bank 
Notes and that the Ban^[^Notcs are the 
security for the Government paper. After 
this it is not worth while Ip inquire what 

was the security for the assignats.-In 

conclusion 1 shall notice, as being quite 
applicable,to’the subject, what is reportitd 
to have been said by a Mr. Cattley, at'a 
late quarterly tneeting of the Bank Pro¬ 
prietors.—“ Loan King,” said he, “ has 
“ chosen to avail himself of the technicality 
“ of his leases, and insisted upon payment 
‘'in specie for his rents,—(*■ rather, iii- 
“ deed, specie converted into bullion*at the 
“ bullion price—it was high time tUbi he 
“ should be checked by some such lajv as 
“ Lord Stanhope’s Bill, and, if that be not 
“ sutiicient, by some stronger law,i to pro- 
“ tect his tenants from arrest a^ eject- 


“ ment, upon th^ paying Lord iMAg ^ir 
“ rents as Lord Jung pay4 his (axes, and ill 
“ the res,t of^ his expenses, namely, in 
“ and Imfftil Bank Motes, Be it kno m^ *"i 
“ therefore, to Lord King, and to,a// otT^ 

“ Lords and laadfd-property.men, that so 
“ far from their, having it in their power > 

‘ to tajke you, 8ir, by the collar and shake 
‘ the specie out of you, we, on the con- 
“ trary, have a strong lieu on their esfaies 
^\Jor the guarantee of our Bank Mo^esf 
and that their estates, being taxed in 
“ common with all Either property, both 
“for the security of the Tmided and the . 

“ unfunded debt of this nation (or, at least, 

“ the interest of it), and this Bank pos- 
“ sessiug a la{ge share of that national pro- 
“ perly so guaranteed, ft is that property 
“ which cotisiitules the basis of sacurity for 
“ its wo/es, while the notes themselves are 
“ little more than a convenient medium to 
“ put this amazing ina^jh 4 d,:;iiealth into 
“ circulation, and to make it a substitute 
“ for specie, which is quite as good as spe- 
“ cie itself for all domestic purposes, 

“ though, happily for us, it is of no use to 
‘.‘.send, to. the Continent, for if it was, it 
“ might be bartered away, as our specie is 
“ in a fair way of being ail bartered away 
“ for Continental prodiice.%:^ This, per- 
hapli, is language that the great’fat^holders 
did never expect to hear, when ,uiey suf¬ 
fered themselves to be hallooed on Uy. Burke 
to a war against the Republicans in France. 
That war has Mipped their estates pretty 
deep, if the system goes on. It has not 
only dipped them lor t26'‘f£^hions a year in 
the shape of interest upon the national 
debt; but, as this Cattley says, it has 
pawned them for all the millions of Bank 
Notes, not only that are, but that may be, 
issued by the .Bank Company ! imis is 
uietty cotyfort for “ Lord all 

other Lords.” However^ it ra non¬ 
sense. Xlie AsSigtiats were secured^ as it 
was called, upon the national Domains ot 
France ; but, the poor creatures, in whoSl: 
hands they became wortliless lookcu'aueut 
in vain for the security. The Lords, kr 
France, did, indeed, lose their pfoperty, 
and a great many of them their lives; but 
that did not say^ either the assignats or 
those who issued them. The assignats 
arose out of the insolvency of the govern- 
j^ent; out of the inability of the govern- 
menl to pay, the freeholders and others any 
longer in specie. Hence arose assignats; 
liiat ;is to say, a paper money not convertible 
into specie. Whether, therefore, it be so 
absurd, as Mr. PerceVal says it is, to coni’- 




part as$ignals 1 0 Bank iNmtes, I slwH now often deserted by those, wliov before, were 
leave the reader to judge — I know it proud to be thought her friends. This is 
may be said, f'nd, perhaps. Mr. Perceval applicable to every woman living separately 
say; “ Well! supposeih^e is a re- from her husband; and, ihaigh that state 
“semblance; and suppose that the Bank of separation may not fiave been owing to 
“ Notes should follow the fate of the assig- any fault of her’s, malice is always upon 
“ nats? What then ? The fall of the as- the watch to catch hold of something capa- 
“ signats has not made France Tve/nter than bic of being tortured to the disadvantage , 
“ she was before; it has not ruined the of a party so defenceless; and then, at 
“ people of France, who are morn great once, she is blamed for the past as well as 

“than ever.”-Very true, and, 1 be- the present. If such be the custom of the 

lieve, better fed and clothed and more “world, it would'have been surprising in- 
happy. But, tlierc is this Kttlc cousidera- deed, if no attempt had been made to cast 
, tion; th'Jii, Ihe old government was destroy- a slur upon the character of her Royal 
ed, and property pretty generally changed Highness the Princess of Wales. It would 
hands. All the liuidholders, wilbout ex- have been surpt«iug indeed, if no busy 
ception, were rfiiijcd, and aU the Bankers slave, no caitiff parasite, had conceived the 
and most of the Merchants. This is a idea of hatching insinuations against her, 
change that, 1 imagine, the stoutest Anti- and thereby enricliitfg hinisejf. Accord- 
jacobin will hardly be able to look at with- ingly we find, that such insinuations have 
out some degree of alarm; and, t^icrefore, been thrown out; and though, doubtless, 
the exarapi#*-«s>£*Jirance will not allord to 1 listened to with and evendt.v- 

such any great deal of conjfort. For my I rfn/n, in the quarter to which we may sup- 
part, I am quite satisfied, that there need | pose they were addressed, yet, it does ap- 
nol be any such calamities in England ; I pear, that these insinuations'did give rise 
am quite satisfied, that there are the means \ to something like a judicial, or, at least, an 

of preventing, in England, all those cala- ; official, investigation.-The public will 

mities that took place ih France in conse- j recollect the stories tliat were on float in tiie 
quence of the digress in the finances ; but, i year 1806 ; stories of a very avs'kward na- 
1 am not so r^ll satisfied that any one^has ture ; stories well calculated to produce an 
thought/STthese means except myself. 1 ^jipression very disadvantageous to the per- 
know I »iall be accused of great selBcon- ! son who was the principal object of them, 
eeit on ftrs account; but I do not care for i But, the circumstance the most untoward 
that. Let Mr. Ghari.es Adams, or any of was, that those who affected to write in her 
the rest of them,' find out t^cse means, I j defence,’ promised, positively promised, a 
will keep my remedy topvayseU. ’ speedy publicalion of the report of the inves- 

liigh-spirit pef!^^ would hardly accept of iigation ; and they besought the public to 
fiuancial salvation from a man in siirfi “ a wait, and not to form any opinion upon the 

lodging” as this. - In my next I shall matter, ull they saw that publication. - 

notice what has taken place as to the trial That publication, alas! jtud, not appear 
and execution of French Prisoners of War I must confess, thattliat.circimistancepro- 
ior \\^M\g forged and iilltred Bunk of Eng- duced a strong bias in my mind against 
land t^if^*"^ - c f W'hat the writeRe«in favour of the Princess 

^ ‘ ‘ • had before said, especially when I found, 

Pbivcess Recent. -H do ntft recollect soon afterwards, that the publication, tn- 

any thing, which has, for a great while stead of seeking the public eye, sought the 

Tttst, excited so much attention as the late shades of night ; and that stray copieis. of it 
debSIfTlrtmut the Princess Urgent (for so wi&re bought up by the author oe,by others 
mve ought now to call her), who stands be- connected with him, at enormous prices, 
fore the’public in a light very different in- —Why suppress this ‘work ? Wliy 

deed from that, in which, from the raachi- make such uncommon efforts to stifle that, 
nations of her enemies, that illustrious "lady which had been put into ten thousand 
before stood. Indeed, her Royal High- printed copies? Whyusesuch out-of the- 
ncss’s case is W'Cll calculated to call forth w'ay means fol-this purpose?—The conclu- 
stroug feelings in her favour. It is wello sion s'^as certainly disadvantageous to the 
known, that she has not resided with her party, whoje defence the work was sard to 
Royal husband for many years. In such a contain; and,* I am afraid, that the public 
situation, a svoman, aily woman, is greatly in general had come to that conclusion.—— 
ex|)osed to evil tongues. She is left with- With w^iat pleasure; therefore, svith what 
out her nauua! defence ; and, is but too fetliugvV' dcligtn, was received the decla- 
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ration nfMr. Perceval relitive to the innn> ianif ify* WitOtvd was maiis^ iW 
ccrice of the Princess, I need not attempt liojj atkl ii wnw mifatoer of the Reg<^ 
to'describe. I remember nothinjf that has it not evtd|nt, then, that Mr. Perceval, 
given more general satisfaction. There ap- he had givf« way to sinister moiivVs up^f^ 
pears, upon this point, to be no difference this occasion, would have been against the 
of Opinion. We are for once unanimous. Princess ; or, at least, that he would have 
The “ NEW ERA” has been attended refrained from making the declaration that 

with this singularity at any rate.--The he made ? He must have known every 

Minister, the Prime Minister of the couu- thing; for, he was the confidential adviser 
try; the Confidential Adviser of the Prince of the Princess; but, he might have Ae/d 
Regent, and the late Confidemial Adviser his longue; especially as, by his decliira- 
of the Princess Regent, *who must have* tion, he made it appear so strange, that tlie 
been well acquainted with all that had Regent had nof proposed any esiablisluneiil 
passed, with all that has been said against lor the Princess Regent. But. Mr. Perce- 
the Princess by every body who had any val, though he must naturally have desired 
thing to say: this man, in this high of- to do it, could not hold his tongue without 
lice; and who knew that all the testimony of exposing himself to the Charge of having 
every sort existed, has declared, in his abandoned the Princess after having been 
place in parliament, in the most explicit ' her confidential adviser. He \vas com- 
rnanner, that there is rot to his knowledge polled to speak out and to declare what he 
grounds/or the siighlesl imputation against did; or? the Princess would, of course, 

that illustrious and unfortunate lady.-| have demanded the publi*»tiw9f Ihtil sup- 

Alter this, there is no one \yho will dare to pressed work^ in which she wets justified. 

whisper down her ciiaracter. If we are to -Thus, there was a necessity, ou the 

admit thing as true, it is this declara- part of Mr. Perceval, to do her justice. It 
lion. IF it were false, uttered by a man in will be easily believed, that, in another 
su high a station, upon such an occasion, in quarter^ there was no great desire that such 
such a place, with so much solemnity, wiih I a declaration should be made. Tliiswill 
so much time for reilection, and with so i easily be believed; foi*5^he declaration 
many repetitions; if, under all these cir-j would naturally lead to ii^^'ries into the 
ciuiistances, it was a false declaration, tbe’! cause, the real cause, of the secli%d siiua- 
inaii who uttered it ought to be branded In ! tion of tbe person justified in tha? declara- 


thc cheek and burned in to ilie very bone. 
But, it was not false; there is no'^eason to 
suppose that it was ; it carried truth upon 
the face of 'it, nor is there any one cirenm- 
stance which does not make in support of 
this conclusion. What interest had Mr. 
Perceval in clearing the Princess? She 
lias no power bestowjon him, or any of 
his relations, any.honours or emoluments ; 
she has hardly enough to support her in 
the style of a gentlewoftag^i of middling 
rank ; she is at a distance from all court in¬ 
trigues ; she never, I believe, even goes to 
Windsor; nor do I read, in the news- 
])apers, of her seeing any part of the fa¬ 
mily, except her own daughter, which 
pleasure, it seems, ha.s not been denied 
her. Mr. Perceval, therefore, had nothlVig 
to expect from her; it does not appear, 
that he could possibly be" swayed in her fa¬ 
vour by any of those motives which usually 
induce men to depart Irom the truth, and 
to utter deliberate falsehoods. Butf on the 
contrary, we may easily suppose, that be 
might have thought, that ft would .serve 
him to take part against the Pi incps. The 
Princess is not visited by the that we 
liear of; she lias long Ured Jroiu her hus- 


tion. “If,” the public would naturally 
say ; “ if it be true, then, as it now appears 
“ tp be, thai her Royal Highness, the 
“ PriYicess of HVales’s^ijtjiiduct has been 
“ such as to furnish no grUiinds of charge 
“ against her, why is she seen without the 
“ splendour due to her rank? Why is she 
“ living ill obscurity ? What is the reason 
“ of this? Who is the cause of it?”v This 
is what the public would natur.dly say, 
iind this K what the public This 

is wlvai is hear^ in every cdlnpany and in 

every family in the kingdom.-There is 

i more reason for attention to the Princess 
now than there would have been if no im¬ 
putations had ever been whispered about 
iier. In the commonest cases of commoA 
life, we ahvays feel particular gra'tiJicaiiou 
at the clearing fip of the character of a 
person against whom imputations have ex¬ 
isted. This is seen every day and every 
hour. It is a feeling natural to the hearts 
of all mankind ; and, it wTre a shame in¬ 
deed, if it had not its proper cfTect upon this 
occasion. A failure in this respect would 
argue that manhood had left the country 
along w it!i the gold coin; and that in spirit 
as well as pi'.n;c we have notlung of ster- 
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f that we are| head to foot, 

inside and out , made up of-rags and rub¬ 
bish.—-'What *. To see a Princess of 
ales,.now the Princess I^gent; now 
stal^ding in place of a Queen of Enfland; to 
jsee her living fourteen years secluded almost 
from the world; and now, when we know, 
that she has been guilty of no fault what¬ 
ever j when we hear it declared, when, in 
fact, we hear the proof of her perfect inno¬ 
cence, not to do all that lies in our power 
to console her, and to shew the world that 
we feci for her, and afe ready to resent the 
injuries which the tongue of calumny has 
done her! For ray part, -I confess, that 
the publications in the Morning PoS^,and 
the suppression ef the promised pamphlet, 
did excite in my ihiiid, as tdey did in the 
minds of tliousands, strong suspicions, that 
all was not quite right at Blackkeath ; tliat 
something had happened to furui^i a han¬ 
dle for cal umny; a nd this continued to be 
the impression on my mind, till I saw Mr. 
Perceval’s declaration, after which to aifect 
to doubt of the perfect innocence of the 
Princess would argue, in any one, the 
grossest of stupidity, or the last degree of 
baseness; for, as lliave shewn above, 

Mr. Perceval mujst be well acquainted vvitJi 
all the facts ’yefcondly, it must have been 
against j^wish to make the declaration; 
and, Iherdly, the declaration must have 
given no pleasure in those quarters where 
Mr. Perceval must have been most desirous 
to ])]ease. We rbust, therebre, look upon 
him as unwilling witness!; and, iirsllort, 
we must beli«rt?*..'hat he said; we must 
take his declaration as an acknowledged 
truth, ori we must deny, that there ever 
is to be any such thing as truth again.-.-— 
As to any attempts that may be made by 
the parasites and panders of imbecility and 
impotdp^f.;, as_to any attempts, t^at vermin 
of this'sort may mtfke to wear aw. 3 y by 
whispers the effect of Mr. Perceval’s decla¬ 
ration ; as to the gossipings and the literary 
iiKcigucsj and all the other base tricks that 
wretches like these can put in use, the 
princess may now laugh at them; she may 
leave them to receive their reward in the 
contempt of the manly a&d the just, aind in 
the approbatiou of the iqost lalse, mean, 
and dastardly of mankind. She may, in 
short, rest satisfied, that, in spite of every 
thing that uaderbaaei malice, that cowardly^ 
hatrra, or that any other passion in the 
breasts of grovelling ensmies, can do against 
her; she may rest satisfied, that, in spite of 
all thii/she will enjoy the respect and the 
good wishes of the people of this kingdom. 


-—Mr. Charles Ai>ams, in the debSte 
when the declaration of Mr. Perceval Vas 
made, is reported- to have observed, that 
the .4juestion relating to the Princess of 
Wales >vas a family/ affair, with which the 
House and, the Country had nothing to do. 
No, Mr. Adams, and why not? To be 
sure, the House and the Country have no¬ 
thing to do with (hefamily affairs of indi- * 
viduals ; but, the affairs of the Royal Fa¬ 
mily are amongst the most important affairs 
Ifcof the nation. When there is money 4o 
grant to the Royal Family^ the nation al¬ 
ways finds that it has a great deal to do 
with these family affairs; and, surely, it 
has soaiethiiig ti^do also in a case like this. 
•The nation was called upon for very large 
sums indeed, in consequence of the marriage 
of the Prince of Wal^s; and, must it not 
be allowed to have any thing to say as to 
what was the consequence of that marriage ? 

I cannot and will not subscribe to this doc¬ 
trine, I do not wish to- pry too closely 
intowhat passes in the Royal Family; but, 
when any thing appears so prominent as 
that of an open separation, of dwelling 
places, and that, too, for so many years; 
and, when a declaration like that of Mr. 
Perceval comes out upon the subject, it 
would argue great insensibility in the pub¬ 
lic, if it passed unnoticed.-Of the rights 

fjf the public iu this respect I shall, how¬ 
ever, say more hcrealter. At present, I 
shall cqnilude with inserting sfn article, 
from the news-papers of Wednesday last, 
giving an account of a dinner at Carlton 
House, at which, as will be perceived, the 
Queen wasy hurt the Princess of Wales was 

not. -»“ Yesterday,, at twelve o’clock, 

“ the Queen, Princesses Elizabeth and 
“ Mary, attendeefby Lady Isabella Thyune, 
“ arrived in a carriage and four, escorted 
“ by a party o^he 18th regiment of Light 
“ Horse, aiche Queen’s Palace from Wind- 
“ sor, where jhey werp received by the 
“ Dukespf Cumberland, Sussex, and Gam- 
“ bridge, and Miss Guids\vorthy.i The 
*‘i;Queea and Princesses dressed ^t the Pa- 
“•lace. About two o’clock the Prince Re- 
“t^ent’s carriage, with the*coacliraan and 
“ four footmen in their state liveries, ar- 
“ rived at the Palace, and conveyed the 
“ Queen and Princesses to Carlton-House, 
“ where they w'ere received by his Royal 
“ Highness the Prince Regent, attended by 
“ CpTouei M‘Mahon and Colonel Bloom- 
“ fi^d. Ttift Prince conducted his Royal 
“ Mother and Sisters over his elegant man- 
“ sion. I A few minutes after four the 
Royaf Party sat down to a sumptuous 
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“ dinner, together witli the Dukes of York, “ will probably J>e.ekplained at length in 
“ Cumberland, arid Cambridge, and the “ a future paper." Tim is a very laudable ' 

“ Princess Charlotte of Wales. At six act on the part of the Sheriff. The public 
“ coffee was served up. At half past six the will be glad to hear of it as it rdate^#^^ " 
“ Queen and Princesses left Carlton- Messrs. Finnerty and Drakard; but, the 
“ House on their return to Windsor. The resolution of the Sheriff not to suffer any 
“ Prince Regent conducted the Queen to Magislrales to interfere with him in ihe^ 

“ her carriage, the Duke of York the exercise of his functions has given me, if 
Princess Elizabeth, the Duke of Cum- passible, greater pleasure. The Sheriff, it 
“ beriatid the Princess Mary, and the Duke is, who has the right to dictate in tlie man- 
“ of Cambridge the Princess Charlotte of ner of keeping the prisoners. They jre 
“ Wales, who left Carltgn-House at the •committed to his care, and not to the care 
same time as the Queen, and returned of the Magistrates oT the county. The 
“ to Warwick-HouseT" Here were near- Magistrates have the power of cn/n/reiZ/mj' > 
ly the whole family; even the Princess people to jail; but, they neither have, nor 
Charlolle: even the daughter of the Princess ought to have, the management of the jails. 
Regent; but, not the Princess Regent her- «The Sheriff is the person who has the an- ' 
self! This is tlje more remarkable as the thority, and the only person who has the 
Queen was one of tlie party. That being authority, to direct as to the accammoda- 
ihe case, it does seem wonderful; that her tion of prisoners; and I am very glad to 
Royal Highness, the Princess Regent, was see, that ibis gentleman has resolved not to 
not present. It was a sort of House-warm- suffer his authority to Iw^jmej-f-red with. 

ing; and yet the Princess Regent; the -Mr. Finnerty's case was one that ex- 

Royal Hostess, said to he so amiable in cited great interest; he has suffered and is 
tliat as well as in all other capacities, was yet suffering in the cause of freedom and 
not present! Mr. Cn.MtLES Auams may humanity; and he will,. I trust, yet live 
say what he wTll, but the public will no- to see the day, when the cause, in which 
tice this, and they will express their serious he is suffering, shall trjumph. He stood 
concern at it. Indeed, tlicre are, connected boldly up to the mark ; auv^ in his excel- 
with this question relative to the Princess lent pamphlet, he has proved to be true 

Regent, considerations of extraordinary iin- and just that which he contended Id”. - 

/;nr/a«cc to the people of this country; and, 'There are those, I knosv, who make a 
I have, for my part, no scruple to say, that mockery of his sufferings. Let them make 
parliament Avill be very remiss b^|ed in a mockery of Bonaparte and the Bank 
its duty, if it quit the subject before .it has Notes! No, no: when they think of them 
been amply discussed. the ague*fit comes on. Ohj^if they could 

but see Bonaparte in Lrndolu'jaiJ ! How 
Mr. Finnerty.—I t is witii sincere sa- sinoolldy things would go on then ! But,, 
tisfaction, that ilic public will read the fol- really, if something like that cannot be 
lowing paragrapl), whfdi. I copy from the effected, mockery and sport seem to be out 

Morning Chronicle of the i»8th of March: of season.-Those who look upon the 

“ G. Lister, Esej. tile new Sheriff,* has vi- sufferings of Mr. Finnerty and Mr. Drakard 
“ sited Lincoln Castle, and examined every as isolated i^iatters, do not view the.’^ in 
“ department. To the cJffe^daiuts of the riglu light. They'are conbected with 
“ Messrs. Drakard and Finnerty, he. he the cause, the gre^t cause, which has been 
gave the most gentlemanlike attention, going on ever since the year 1792, and 
“ and promised complete redress. For which is by no means decided yet. We 
“ Mr. Finnerty* he ordered an ai)y apart-e have seen much ; but, my real opinion is, 

“ meni in the front of the prison, for which • that we have not seen a third part of what 
“ that gentleman, had so long looked in . will have been seen before the matter i$ ■ 
vnin; and the prisoners heard with pc- finally settled. To-abc convinced of this 
“ culiar satisfaction the declared purpose we have only to op5n our eyes and look at 
“ of the Sheriff that the Magislrales shall the stale of the world; at the state of na¬ 
if not interfere with his aulhotsly. We lions and governments. -—Don’t grind 

“ are sorry to learn from Mr. Drakard your teeth, good Anti-jacobin! Don't 
(continues the Stamford News) that the gnaw the flesh of your lips because you 
“ satisfaction which he originally expressed cannot get at me to bite me! What makes 
“ at the treatralent he experienced in his you so furious ? You are in the enjoyment 
“confinement, has given place to very of everything you wish for, are you not V 
“ differe.t sentiment, the grounds of which What makes jam uneasy, then? What 
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are you afraid^f? What haupts you? Is 
if <he /ear of aj'uturt sitae ?■ 

■^■(^Feewch Rcpobts.— —TheMports, made 
to ihe tltuperor of France by the Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs and of War, and which 
Reports 1 have inserted below, are of great 
interest. They etthibit the stupendous 
power of the person to whom they are ad¬ 
dressed. 1 do not mean merely his po^-er 
as jwssessiiig an army, but his power as a 
cinl ruler. Forty luiilions of people under^ 
his sway, iuhahitinjf the hnest countries in 
, the whole world, abounding in all the means 
of war and in every thing to enhance the 
blessings of peace *, and, withal a people afrpa- 
rently more devoted to him than any people. 
on earth ever vtfere befor^ des’oied to a 

sovereign.-He seems to be resolved to 

put an end to all our trade in the Baltic ; 
and, ihougb he will not be able to march 
an army i.i iio Sw eden. lie will so annoy 
her, that, in all probability, she will yield 

to ids views,-But, he permits us to 

have some little trade under his licenses! 
-This is what the War against Repub¬ 
licans and Levellers has brought us to. 

WM. COBBETT. 
Xtate Prison, ^Jivgale, 

Friday, Sd Apfil, 1812. 


BANK NOTES. 

Debate in the House of Commons, on the 
17 /A of March, .1812, on a motion of 
Mr. Perceval for bringing in a Hill to 
protect P(j0^i offering paymenC in Bank 
Kolcs, 

(Continuedfrom page4\G,j 

.He, Mr. Tierney, was 

convinced, there was nothing to be done 
with tlic smallest clfect, unless the Bank 
could be brought before the House, and 
.shewn thatoihci e are those who can be their 
masters. He was sure noildng go'od could 
be expected without some measure of that 
'kind : they must go into the atluirs of the 
Bank. Was it much less than fraud to 
« compel people to take paper issuing from a 
Company, for whose solvency no one could 
answer? If Parlianient submitted to this, 
they became answerable for the toasequen- 
ces, however fatal they might prove. It 
was a vital blow at the credit of the coun¬ 
try, and the/ had no security against the 
excessive issue of paiier but the forbearaflce 
of the Bank. He yid not mean to speak 
wit|| the smallest disrespect olthe Bunk Di- 
rectotSi* Many of them he knew well, with 
some of them he was intiujutely connected, 


and most of them he respected as individu¬ 
als; but as a corporate body, he considered 
them only greedy of gain, and,attentive to 
their own self-interest. The House ought 
to have an account of their prohts, and that 
he should move for as soon as this debate 
was over. A Member of that House, who 
was then Governor of the Bank, had said on 
a former debate, that he no more wiihed. 
Bank-notes to be a legal tender than he' 
(Mr. T.) did. If, then, this continuance 
of Lord Stanhope’s Bill be not making them 
a legal tender, let that Hon. Member say 
what is. He would not, however, argue 
any farther till he saw a disposition in the 
House, to attend to the present situation of 
the Bank and of the country. He might be 
accused of arguing to overturn the credit of 
the country, but he waydeterniiiied to do 
his duty by speaking his sentiments freely 
on this most important subject. The Kigiit 
Hon. Gentleman had always prided himself 
on his stoutness.; and he had tins day out¬ 
done his usual outdoings, to give an effec¬ 
tual proof of it. Let him, hoveever, look 
to tlie consequences, let him consult with 
his faithful Bank Directors.* He (Mr. T.) 
protested most solemnly against the mea¬ 
sure, and warned tiie House, that if per¬ 
sisted in, it must end in the utter ruin of 
the public credit of the country. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
explanation, said he had never maintained, 
that ihe^;rguineuts of the Opposition went 
to overturn tlie public credit of the country ; 
hut that, if their opinions had been follow¬ 
ed, tiie country must have hern ruined. As 
to his stoutness, it did nut arise from an in- 
differfyice whether he was in a majority or 
a minority; but ihic had persisted in any 
measure iirwhicH he had been in a miuo iiy 
in that .House, it was only because he was 
convinced that he was sup})orted by a ma¬ 
jority of tj\er«6untry. He confessed he did 
(eel paiti in being obliged to continue this 
measure, but not because the Directors" 
were his masters. He thought the Right 
Hon. Gentleman tried to sl),ake the credit of 
the Bank by three sentences which lie had 
strung together, when he described tlieiii 
as a corporate body greedy only of gain. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman said he would 
not oppose tlie Bill; he was in hopes be 
intended ^to withdraw his opposition in 
otlmr matters. 

(Mr. Tierney said, he certainly should 
not withdratv his opposition in other mat¬ 
ters, for h& did not know any man that de¬ 
served so much to be opposed as the Riglu 
Hon. Gentleman. 
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Tlie House divided. For the bringing 
in of the Bili, 73. Against it, 26. Majo> 
rity, 47. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Fkance. —Reports laid before the Conser¬ 
vative Senate on the 10/A of March, 

1812 . 

I. Report of the Duke of Bassano, Mi¬ 
nister for Foreign Afairs to his Majesty 
the Emperor and King, relative to the Con¬ 
tinental System. 

Sire,—The :naritime rights of neutrals, 
as solemnly fixed by the treaty of Utrecht, 
became the common law oUiiatiuns. This 
law, completely renewed in all subsequent 
treaties, has consecrated the principles 

which 1 am going to state.-The flag 

covers the merchandise. Enemy’s goods, 
under a neutral flag, are neutral; as neutral 
property, under an enemy’s flag, is consi¬ 
dered as belonging to an enemy.-Con¬ 

traband articles are the only property which 
a neutral Hag does nut cover; and anus and 

warlike stores ^lone are contraband.- 

All visiting of a neutral vessel by an armed 
ship can be made by a small number of 
men only, the armed ship keeping without 

cannon shot.-Every neutral ship may 

trade from an enemy’s port to an enemy’s 
port, and from an enemy’s poq^o a neutral 

one.-The only ports excepteVaure those 

really blockSded ; and pons really 'block¬ 
aded are those invested, besieged, likely to 
be taken, and* into which a merchantman 

could not enter without danger.-Such 

are the obligations of bclligcre'nts towards 
neutral powers; such cu e tlie reciprocal 
rights of cither party; sucliftre'lhe maxims 
consecrated by those, tieaties which form 
the public right of nations. Frequeiilly bus 
England dared to attempt sn’tstiiuting in 
. Ihcir jilace arbitrary and tyrannictfl'iegula- 
. tioris. Her unjust pretensions were repell- 
^by all Governments sensible to tbe-voice 
of honour, and the interests of their sub¬ 
jects. She cQnslanlly found herself lorccd 
to acknowledge in her treaties the principles 
site wished to destroy; and when the peace 
of Amiens was violated, tlie maritime le¬ 
gislation still remained upon hs ancient ba¬ 
sis.-By a series of events, the English 

. marine became more numerous tli^n all the 
forces of the other maritime powers. Eng¬ 
land then thought the moment was arrived 
when, having nothing to fear, rfie might 
dare to do every thing: she immediately 
fcsolved tb subject the navigation of all seas 


'to the sainejaws as thosb of the Thames. 

—It was in- 1806’ she began the execu¬ 
tion of that system, which tended to bend 
the common law of nations before the Or-, 
ders of Council, and the regulations of the 

London Admiralty.-The declaration of 

the l6th of May annihilated by one single 
word the rights of all maritime states,— 
placed under an interdict vast coasts and 
whole empires. From this moment Eng¬ 
land no longer acknowledged any neutrgls 

upon the seas.-Tlie Decrees of 1807 

imposed upon ev^ry vessel the obligation of 
touching at an English port, whatever her 
destination might be, to {fay a tribute to 
England, and submit her cargo to the tariiis 

,of the customs.-By tUei declaration of 

1806, all navigation hac? been interdicted 
to neutrals; by the Decrees of 1807, the 
power of navigating was restored to them; 
but they could use it only for the common 
utility of I'fnglish commerce, in the combi¬ 
nations of its interests ancTits people.- 

The English Government thus tore olT the 
mask with which it had covered its projects, 
—proclaimed the universal doniiuiou of the 
seas,-—regarded all nations as its tribuia- 
1 its,—-and imposed upon the Continent the 
expenses of the war wlfSv') it maintained 

against it.-Tliese utiheaid^ of measures 

excited a general. indignation among the 
jCowcrs who preserved the sentiment of 
their independence and their rights; but 
in Loudon they raised the national pride to 
die highest pitch; they held out to die 
English peojile a future |)ros[)ect, rich iii 
tlie most brilliant hopes. Thi,i;‘>commerce, 
their industry, were henceforth to be with- , 
out opposition; tlic produce of the two 
worlds was to flow into their ports—pay 
homage to the maritime and commercial 
sovereignty of England, by paying tribute, 
—anti afterw'ards arrive to other nations, 
loadld w'itli the enorraotis expanses from 
which English merchandises alone woul4 

be free.-Your Majesty, at a single 

glance, percaived the evils with which the. 
Continent was threatened. You instantly 
applied the remedy. You annihilated by 
jour decrees this pompous, unjust attack 
upon the iudependeiiQe of every state and 

the rights of ail nations.-The Berlin 

decree answeted the declaration of 180/). 
The blockade of the British Islands was 
opposed to the imaginary blockade estab- 
lisliHd by England. The Milan decree an- 
svvei ed the orders of 18()7 : it declared de¬ 
nationalise every neutral vessel that,||^- 
milted to English legislation, eitlib^i^y 
touching at a British port, or paying tribute 
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to Englandi and ■wliieh tbus renounced'ihft * bales it would have- paid tier industry, 
independence srWi rights of" its flag.'' AlII H«r manufacturing towns are; becotne-de- 
merchandise.proceeding citheffrom British sens; distress has succeeded a prosperity 
cnjpmci'CcoP'Midustryy Vras bloclcadipdin'the hitherto increasing; the alarming disap- 
Erilannk isHatida: the coiitineniaf system pearance of money, and the absolute want 
banished them from the continent.---Never of employment, daily disturb the public 
did any act of reprisals attain its object in tranquillity. Such liave been to England 
a more' prompt j certahr, and victorious tfae consequences of her imprudent attempts, 
manner. Tlie Berlin and Milan decrees Slie already perceives, and will daily more 
turned against England the arms she had and more discover, that there is no salva- 
dii^ted against universal commerce; That tion for her, but in a return to justice^ and 
source of commercial prosperity which she, to the principles of the rights ot Nations; 
believed so abmidaift, bcaamc a source of and that she can only paiiicijiate in thebe- 
calamities'to British commerce: in pl'ace of nelit of the neutrality of jtorts, inasmuch as 
those tributes wViich were to have enriched she allows neutrals to benefit by theneu- 
the treasury, her credit was deteriorated, trality of their Hag. But till the British 
hurting the fortune of the syite and that of. Orders of Coulicil are rescinded, and the 

individuals-As soon as your Majesty’s principles of the treaty of Utrecht towards 

decrees appeared,'all the Continent foresaw neutrals are again in fuW vigour, the Berlin 
that such would be their result if they re- and Milan decrees will remain against those , 
ceived full execution ; but, liow^ver accus- powers who allow their flag to be dciiation- 
tomed Europe-Wip to see success cniwn your alised. The ports of the Continent shall 
enterprises, she could scarcelyconceive by not be open either to denationalised flags, 

what new prodigies your Majesty would re- or British merchandise.--It must not be 

alize the great designs which have been so dissembled, tliat to maintain in full vigour 
rapidly accomplished. Your Majesty arm- this grand system, it will be necessary that 
ed yourself with all your power: nothing your Majesty employ all' the powerful 
could divert you from your intention; Hoi- means wliich belong to your empire ; and 
land, the Harprtflnic towns, the coasts that find in your subjects that assistance, which 
unite the Zuyclcrzec to the Baltic sea, were you have never yet in vain t'eiuanded of 
united to France,^and subjected to the same them. It is necessary that all thedisposa- 
administration and same regulations,-—the" b!e French forces should marcli to vvhat- 
immecliate and inevitable consequence of ever places "lie English or denalitmalised 
the legislation of the English Government, flag att:^Spt to land. A special army. 
No kind of considerations could balance in charged exclusively with guarding our vast 
the mind of your Majesty the first interest extent of coasts, our maritime arsenals, and 
of your Empire.——^Yoa did not long wait the triple range of fortresses which cover 
,to reap the advantages ofthis important re- our frontiers, will answer to your Majesty 
solution. -In fifteen months, that is to say, for tl»e safety of the territory confided to 
since the Smaius ConsuHum of reunibn, their valn uf-aiyj l *delity. You will send 
your Majesty’s decrees have weighed svith to their fortunate destiny those brave men 
all their force upon England; She flattered accustomed to fight and to conquer under 
herself with invading the con;|uerce of the the eyes of your Majesty,---to defend the 
entire worlU; aiid^ier commerce, ^.ccoijle a political and exterior safety of the 

speculation', does nothitfg but.by means of empire.* The depots even of the corps will 
^ 20,000 licenses, delivered each year. For- not be turned from the useful destinatior;* 
*ccd to obey Uie law-of necessity, she thus of supporting your active armies. The 
renounces her act of navigation, the princi- n forces of your Majesty wiU thus always be 
pal foundation of her potver. She pretend- maintained upon the most foilnidable foot¬ 
ed to*theuniversal dominion of the seas:, ing, and the French terfjtory protected by 
aatj navigation is interdicted,—her vessels an establishment which interest dictates; 
abut out from ail tbp continental ports, the policy and.dignity of the empire will be 
She wished to enrich her treasury by the placed in such a situation, .as to entitle it 
tributes winch Europe svould pay; and more than«e\%r to deserve the title of invio- 
. Europe has-not only freed itself from ^icr laWe and sacred. _ 
unjust pretensions, but also from the tri- • jTo be continued. J 


Pnliliabed by ft.-BAGSHAW, Brydgeg.'Street; -CJOvent.Giirden. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Foreign Mercenabv Troops. -t — -At 
page S69, that is to say, ia the ISth Num¬ 
ber of this preseat volume, I closed the 
discussion of this subject, as far -as related 
to the legality of employing these mercena¬ 
ries ; and, I then signified my intention of 
discussing the expediency of doing it; 
which intention I am ndw about to fulfil. 
-We are not, upon this occasion, speak¬ 
ing of the Foreign Corps so much as of the 
foreign Ogieers set to command our native 
troops. And, what has been said by any 
one to shew the expediency of this ? What 
has been said, or what can be said, to 
shew the expediency of employing Germans 
to command English regiments or English 
counties ? Is there such a scarcUy of na¬ 
tive Officers*in England? No; for we 
have, as I stated before, about 4,000 Of¬ 
ficers upon half-pay, great numbers of 
whom are begging to be employed. Are 
not these as worthy of employment as the 
Germans? Are they not as likely to shew' 
courage and fidelity in tlifi^^vice of their 

country ?-;-One would tnihl\ that we 

were in great want of General OlScers, at 
any rate, when we see the Germans put into 
• the command of districts of our country; 
for, I repeat, that, in the last Army List, 
published by authority, Baron Linsingen is 
still stated to be the ^cond in command in 
the five counties, comperjing 'ffie Eastern 
District of England- One woind sup[jose, 
seeing this, that Generals, at any- rate, were 
extremely scarce amongst aa.;, that we had 
not a sufficiency of military officers of high 
•rank ; and that we were glad to catch at this 
German Baron to alTurd us his skill in taking 
care of five of our counties.———Yet, we 
should fall* into a great error here; fof, ’ 
though this country abounds in many 
things; though’it does greatly abound iA 
tin, copper, and coals, it certainly abounds 
more in Generals, an article of wlticli it has 
a greater abundance even than of sinecure 
placemen. We have, aceoifling to the 
Army List, published’by authority, 2 Yield 
Marshals, 82 Generals, 17S Lieutenant 
Oenerals, 300 Major Generalsf makiug,to- 
gctlicr 562 General Officers, bdslde* the 
Brigadier Generals, which are, probably, 
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I equal m oumber to all the rest put togetbec. 
However, leaviiig the Brigadiers out, here 
we have 662 Goieraift! More, I’ll en¬ 
gage, than Baonaparte has. He talk of 
his amy, indeed! What is his arfny; 
what is his pi|iful army to one which has 
562 permanent General Officers? Sup¬ 
posing our army to cotisist of 300,000 
fighting men (including the Embodied Mi¬ 
litia), this gives us a C^^neral Officer to 
every 533 nien. What do you think of 
that, little Corsican ? A General Officer 
to every 533 men ! A permanent General 
Officer to every half of a battalion! Be¬ 
sides Brigadier Generals, if we were to in¬ 
clude whom, we should,*! dare say, have a 
General Officer to every 2 or 300 men. 
And, yet the French have the impudence 
and the folly to say, that we are not a mili¬ 
tary people; that we aie unable to meet 
them in the field. Empty fellows I Where 
will tliey look, in thei.' army, for 562 Ge¬ 
neral Officers ?-But, if we are thus 

strong in militaiw rank ; if we have a body 
of Generals, making, in point of numbers, 
half a battalion ; if we arc so rich in mili¬ 
tary skill as to be able to send Ibrth a Ge¬ 
neral to evei‘)h-2 or 300 men ; with almost 
every escort or picqiiet; if such be our 
state, we, surely, 'do not stand in need of 
foreign Generals to command our counties 
here, at home, in the very heart of En^ 
land. Surely, out of the 562 Generals 
whom vve have of our own, one might 
have been found worthy of being employed 
in the place of Baron Linsingen. Surely 
ORe out o^this long pumber might have 
been fisund as «;prthy as he to inspect and 
review English regiments of Militia with 
Englishgeptlemen (gentle, indeed!) attheij 
:|||^. Surely, it was not necessary to etn- 
'ploy a German in this capacity. Surely 
the Eastern counties of England might have* 
found in our long list of native Generals 
some one able to nfl the place that lie.now 

fills..-And, aa to of^rs of inferior 

yank; as to those who are set over regi¬ 
ments and battalions and companies, wo 
liave little short of 20,000 of them ! We 
have a cotamissioned Officer, 1 believe, to 
about every seven effective private men. 
In abort, vve are rich, beyond all compari¬ 
son in commissioned officers. The Freiidi 

Q • 
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ta!Ii: of tbeip^at srroy, uMieed: Ahy* 

..bavc an acn^i aoH a good stout 
«if ComiDi'ssioned Olficttfs. I %av(| with 
. 9 i much care as I havo htseii able to lestoW 
it, counted ail the names in the Army 
List, and 1 make them amouat to upwards 
of 25,000. Twenty-five thousand gentle- 
anen in arms, Buonaparte, think of that! 
-But, then, is not this abundance of of¬ 
ficers t is not this wealth in military com¬ 
manders a pretty good argument against the 
em]>}oyhig of foreigners to eommand our 
regiments, faattaHotis and companies? We 
^ have but about 200 battahons, including 
Militia, or^ say@50, of, all sorts; soeliat, 
'tve have, at this rate not less than 100 
Commissioned Officers to each battalion! 
Cood heavens 1 Mid must #e im|M)rt of¬ 
ficers? ^Have we not enough of native 
growth ? Must we send to Germany for 
officers to cointnand our men? Gannut we 
find out, amongst ail these thousands of 
native officers, efiough to intrust with the 
command of their eountrymen? If so, 
•what a pretty spectacle do wfc exhibit to 

Buonaparte?-1 hold, then, that we 

liave officers enough of our own; quite 
plenty. 1 hold, that we have move eom- 
luissioncd ufficerSi^ud es]>eciatly more Ge¬ 
neral Officers;*more officers of high rank; 
and, of course, inui tf officers of great skill, 
than BuonapaitC* iias; .and, this being live' 
erase, I should be glad if any one would 
point out to me a Sufficient reason for the 
employing of Ibveigners as commissioned 
■officers.——It was said by Lord Paimer- 
ston, tlvat w^ ought to look at Buonaparte 
and see what he did in this way. “Did 
not he force the Spaniards into Deiitnajrk, 
and the Italians Germans into Spain ? 
Did he not make the countries he con- 
qiiered the clvict instruments of further 
conquests ? To follow liis example, or, 
indeed, to net wph prudtfnc® in the pre- 
sent state of Europe, \ye, too, should not 
'** rcliKse^the aid offoreigners, tspccially of 
those who have a comniou ^cause with 
<•« us.^"*——This does not at ail apply to 
w'liat was objected to by Lord Folkestone; 
* ibr, was of employing yiireign cjjicgrs to 
xvmntand £ngUshmcn, and not the einploy- 
ing-of fomgR^Kddiers'io fight the French 
that he had co»iplainiiig>H However, 
4ei MS see a liltjewliat il here said about fol¬ 
lowing the esampie of Buonaparte; and we 
sb;tll find, 1 believe, that his examploiis 
TitH followed by U8-—— We are told, that 
he forced the Spartiafl-d.s into Denmark, and 
tliai be has forced the Italians and Germans 
• into Sjiaio, ' Do wt Jbrccahcse foreigners. 
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then ? Ko; Then we do rfot,' in this re- 
gan|, follow Buonaparte's example. But, 
reader, what an idea » tbis '■ 'What a ri- 
dieulous idea is this; that Napoleon forced, ' 
that he was able to a Spanish army 

to go to Denmark; that is to say, to. march 
out of Spain; to march all across Europe, 
and that, too, under the command of that 
distinguished patriot, the Marquis de la 
Romana f And then to- force the people 
in Germany and Italy to march across Eu¬ 
rope in another diiection to go into Spain 
\o fight, and to conquer, in the Provinces 
of Spain i The feats of the Prince of the 
powers of the air does not come up to the 

feats of this man !-But, be makes, it 

jwems, the countries he has conquered as¬ 
sist him in new conquest^. Aye, my Lord 
Palmerston, this is quite another. thing! 
The people whom he has conquered are his 
subjects, as much as the people in Guada- 
loufve are the subjects of our king. I should 
have no objection to empldj’ing troops of 
tbis sort. Trpops of conquered cotintrics 
would not be foreign troops. 'Wiieu you 
can shew me, that it is troops of conquered 
countries that we are employing, 1 shall be 
easy; but this is what you cannoi shew me; 
for we have conquered no couniyies that 

produce troops.-Tiicrefore, we do not 

follow the example of the Emperor of 
.France ; there is no similarity between his 
])rocecdings^. ijij, this respcci, atid those ol 
our govepsiieiit, Tlie officers as well as 
men, employed by Napoleon, are his sub¬ 
jects ;*tl)ey are not foreigners; they owe 
him allegiance; and have no temptation to. 
betray him ; and, as to the Spaniards em¬ 
ployed by Into in the North of Europe, 
they \vkre auxiliaries, tlicy were paid by 
their own geJ^er^ent, and were not mer¬ 
cenaries hjfed and pai^ by him.-But, 

in fact, *all this is beside the question, 
which reIalC|,lo the eniploying of 
Oncers to"^'command English troops and 
Angiisfi counties. To. make it out, there-;^ 
fore, that we imitate the example of Buona¬ 
parte, it must be shown, that lie puts fo- 
*reigners to command Frerfch, troops and 
'French Depaiimenls; and this, I believe, 
‘no one will attempt to‘show. No one, 
bold as he may be, will attempt to hazard 
an assertion, dial this is the fact. If it 
can be shown, that foreigners, and foreign 
raereenarief too, are set over Frenchmen, • 
ancTset to cpnnnand* on the staQ'iii the De- 
paVtnaenis of E'rv.ace, then I sivall allow, 
tl^tt the exi^mple of Buona|)arte has been 
followed by our government; but, until 
then 1 sluill allow no such thing,——Mr. 





Perceval denied, that Frenchmen, excejpt by 
mere accident, were enlisted from the pri¬ 
sons to serve in our army. But, did he not 
perceive, that Italians, Brabatiters, Dulch- 
inen, and some Germans,^ might be the 
subjects of Napoleon or his ajlics as well 
as Frenchmen ? Or, did he mean to con¬ 
sider, that the people conquered by Napo¬ 
leon owed him no allegiance? Lord Pal¬ 
merston seemed, at any rate, to view the 
matter in a different light; for, as an ob¬ 
jection to the return of the names of the fo¬ 
reign officers serving in our native regi¬ 
ments, he observed, Hfhat many of them 
“had connexions abroad who might he 
brought into jeopardu meaning, of 
course, that their regions were in the 
countries under the sway of Napoleon^ 
This might be true; it, undoubtedly, was 
true; but, did my Lord Paltnerston per¬ 
ceive wlrat a stab this was to his own ar¬ 
gument in defence of employing these peo- 
])le? For, if their relations and estates 
(if they have any) he in the power of Na- 
])oleon, is it to be expected, that they, in 
ail hour of trial, will hazard tlicir lives 
into the bafgain in opposing him! If the 
danger to tlieir families be such that it is 
impro])er to make known tlicir names, what 
is to be expected from them in the way of 
hostility to him, if an hour of great perU 
slionld arrive? If they he afraid to have 
their names known to lr;*»';^liat must be 
their iears to oppose him i^'* desperate 
manner? This was one of tlic'^jectioiis, 
whicli, in my defence against Gibbs’s 
speech, I 'urged against employing these 
men. I said, that Bnonajt^irtt' was hi pos¬ 
session ot their country; tliat li^, or his 
brother, was tiie sovgreigo of their coun¬ 
try by conquest; and, that tffey must well 
know, that the way of ensuring excinsion 
for ever from that country was to oppose 
him with zeal and coura|c* 5 .*whieli notion 
jieHectiy corresponds with that of Lord 

Palmerston.-Then, on’the other hand, 

what is the situation of these men; with re¬ 
gard to our .government? Why, that go- 
vermnent'may send tliem, or any ol tbein, 
out of the country under the Alien Act, at a 
moment’s wjirning! Yes, Baron Linsm-- 
gen, at the very moment that he was re¬ 
viewing the regiments of English militia is 
the r.asteni District, mig^t have been 
seized by a King’s Messenger, or Po^ce OI- ^ 
ficer, aud taken to Harwich and shipped off’ 
to the comment; or, at least, ciMiipelled to 
ship hiniself off’ to some foVeign coaiitry 
wiihont delay.——Novi', I put it to the 
xeader, ' whether any man tKuS- situated, 


ought to be in^sted vvilh lhc?COiT)faandaof 
any p«ittion''of Our count ry; whether such 
a man might to be employed uporr the Stiff 
in this kingdom; tybethersuch a fuanptight 
to be set over EngHshnien to comitiand 

them, and that, too,' in their own country? 

An English General may,* it is true, be dis¬ 
placed By the sole will of the government ? 
be may be strippeid of his office, his rank, 
and his pay,' wiiboiit even a court-martiaL 
But then, he is in his'owu country is' 

amongst his friends and his countrymen; 
he has a resource f he cannot be iuterl 3 * 
ruined arid sent to w'auder over the face o& 
the earth; or, perhapS, driven into the 
hands of him against whotrt be has been 
serving, who claims him as his subject, 
and who is prepared to’jHiiush him accord¬ 
ingly. Here, iliereforc,- is anodier power¬ 
ful reason for not employing these viienvrt 
all, buj especially for not employing them 
ill the coniinaiid of English troops and Eng¬ 
lish counties.-^It is said, that the mim- 

ber of these officers is few, and that tiiey 
are scattered about amongst a great many 
corps. But, why any at all ? Wlien a 
thing is wrong in its nature, tlie degree is 
no yiistHication. Besides, what assurance 
have we that the number will not increase? 
ft is only about seven years since these peo ¬ 
ple were firstjbrouglit into the couniiy; 
and, they have already, as we have seen, 
got possession of a very considerable por- 
liou of the command. Baron Liiisingen is 
second in command in the Eastern District; 
his’scui is an Aide de Camp in tiiat District. 
Tlie Jiaron de Monialenibext is Assistant 
Quarter Master General in the Sussex Dis¬ 
trict ; in wliich capacity, observe, he ougiit 
to lie weU acquainted with the survey of 
the coast, and ought to know ail the roads, 
and the coiiriiry, and every thing appertain¬ 
ing to the la/iding or moving an army in 
Vhat most exposed paat of tlic>Islaud. Now, 
has t^iis man brought us any soldiers w'ith 
him ? rie does not, I believe, even be¬ 
long to any foreign ewps, though he has 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Whtre^ 

then, can have been the reason for pnttinj 

him ill this post of great trust andxif dan¬ 
gerous knovvledgej?-Another reiiiari- 

ahle instance is .that of JBuroii IV. Tvfj/ll, 
who, in tffie Gazitie of 13tlr of February 
last, was appoiqted Lieutenant Colonel of 
the 25th Hegiment of Ligiit Dragoons-, 
^'ithout purchase. Tfiis Baron Twyll was 
Major in the 7th Light Dragoons, hi ivhich 
jLordFUget is Colonel, and was allowed to 
exchange into the Corsican Rangers, by 
which lie TDust have gained, 1 sup^ 0s% 
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t coasMerable sum of He was J side of the channel^ have by their iahtUs 

never, 1 am told, oy^d i« jmn tbc Ran- *< and oeerlims beeii »o fortunate as to be 
gers; and, he has now been 4|^irted a “ distinguished and promoted in our a rmy, 
Lteut|oaQt Geh»sd in theDragooos #itiKKit ** is it not faar^ and taijust in the extreme, 
purchase!-—-If, as 1 said bei^e, Officers ** to gnid^ tbetn the advanuges they may 
were scarce with us, it would be another “ have ^ned by serving our country with 

matter; if we had no men in theeountiy “ aeal and fidelity?”-This letter i» 

with talents sufficient for such a post; if writtea by a foreigner. Wi do not say 
wi^ere a wretched cowardly people, ,in- “ under /Ae Prince Eugene.” We say, 
ca^le'of defending ourselves; then there under “ Prince Eugene,” without the ar- 
woul^ be something to say in defence of all tide. This “ unjtfejudiced Englistuuaii” 
this; and, indeed, to defend it, its advo- sl^ould, tfaerefoi^, ,have got somebody to 

cates must insist that SUch iSbOur situation put his letter into English.-^Eut, who, 

^ud our character.——1 perceive, hi the pray, aj-e tliese persons, wtio have been 
Morning Ghronicltf of the 31st of Mancli, a bred up and educated” here? They are, 
letter, signed “ An Unprejudiced Engtidt- it would seem, Frenchmen; and if so, what 
man," finding fault with what has been b^omes of the durence set up, that the 
said in parliament dpon this subject; add, persons in que^ion arf “no mdre than 
agreeably to my constant practice, I will “ Germans?” We are further told, that 
here insert that letter before 1 make any tliey have been “ victims of a revolution 
remark upcwi its contents,——“ MuchJiav- “ which no human power could control,” 
ing been said lately in both Houses of and, that they are sprung from an an- 
“ Parliament, respecting tlie employing of “ cient, though utifortunate nobility.” 
“ Foreigners as Officers in our own r^i- Now, all this clearly means, that the per- 
“ meats, or on the staff of the army, I sons whom this writer has in view are 
was curious to see what were those men Frenchmen. In any, or almost any, si- 
against whom so much' jealousy was en- tuation, except that of serving hi our army 
“ tertained. I, thereforfe, referred to the or navy, or being consulted by our rulers, 
“ Army List, (published by Authority) I should not dislike these gentlemen on 
“ and the result of my researches, as well account of tiieir being Frenchmen, who, 
as of the information I ha*,'e given myself of ail the nations of the continent, are ua- 
“ the trouble to collect, is, that with the questionably the best. But, God forbid, 
“ exception of one or two inaiauces, the that I shouid^i^sent to cumniit the de- 
“ Foreigners that bold commissions in fence of Evtitand to a Freiiclmian { And, 
“ English regiments, in number not ex- it is re^fy singular enough, that there 
“ ceeding ten or twelve, arc all young should be persons willing to do this, while 
men, Ared up and educated in England those very jiersons are incessaiAly railing, 
from tXyt'iv earliest infancy, knowing no not only against Frenchmen, but also 
“ other country, and having no other ha- against *tjie French character; while men, 
“ bits but those common to Englishmen; who, like me, are ready to express adini- 
most of them of ancient though unfer- ration of tha^iaracler, because justice de-. 
** liaiale nebilUy, whose families were tlie mands it, \pDuld not trust a Frenchman an 
victims of a revolution that no human inch in any thing wherein our country is 

power could eonlroL Surely* it would placed in opposition to his.-As to 

not be in unison with the well Fnown the cases trf Marshal fierwicL atid Prince 
“ liberality of tlie English character, to Eugene, they do not at all apply to us. VVe 
“*dqii ivc those individuals of tlie oppor- want no foreign commanders. We have 
“ tunity of showing themselves worthy of produced good commanders enough of our 
the country which, has given them an ovyn. Wedonotassiinilatewitfiforeign- 
“ asylum and an education. Let us r^col- cr’s. We are a race of ourselves ; and if 
*» lect the advantages L^is XVJ. , derived wl and our Islands cannot get on without a 
** froto the services of Marshal Berwick, mixture with foreigners, we had better 

an Englishmao 1 and die glo\'y that at- give up.-the contest at once.-^^Besides, I 

** tended the arras tif Leopold the First must say, that I dislike to see any weight 
“ under the jFVwics .Eugene, a Frenchman I at all given "to Frendi Emigrants. Not 
I inn far' frottv approving the employing beca;^ they are uDfortunate; not because 
“ of Foreigners m preference to Natives; they say Itave co'tomitled errors; hut, bc- 
“ nor do I think it has svrr hten the ease, cause th«y afp ever apt to endeavour to 
But wiien a few individuab, whose only widen the breach batw’ecn us and France. 
“ crime consuls in being bora-on the ot^cr Peace, wMcl>> surely, we must have 
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someticM or otiia’i is death to tJieaa. They 
can breathe no air which is not bo^ik to 


thotyh^. ai^l^ I should have i^'ected 
to ilteetapioyiag of them; but, to tell us^ 


Buonaparte* We owe no small part of 
our present calatnities to the mistaken no¬ 
tions and boiling animosity «f those per¬ 
sons, who, litving ootliing to risk them¬ 
selves, are constantly bent upon fomeuting 
war and destruction. They have, too, in 
some cases, pretty openly meddled with 
our domestic concerns. I have heard of 
one of their great leaders^ who refused to 
see a member of parliament, became 
member had taken part against the Dube af 
York ; and, there was another, who had 
the impudence to publish an abusive at¬ 
tack upon Major Carmright, became he 
called for a reform of parliamenl. Tftis 
man nosed Major Cartwright in his own 
neighbourhood in the country; pointed him 
out as a Jacobin, and as a proper object 
for the vengeaiwe of tlie government 1 
Experience has not taught these people 
justice or moderation; and, therefore, I 
am not the more disposed lo admit them 
to have the command of Englishmen, 
on accoimt'of their belonging to the an¬ 
cient nobility of France, whose families 
** felt victims to a revolution, indeed, 
which no human power could control" 
when it w'as once on foot, but which was 
set on foot by tlie oppression and insolence 
of those nobility themseliKSi wivo, by their 
obstinacy in yielding nothing^,the people, 
induced the people to take e^rf tiling, 
and who now curse Napoleon for having 
put an end to that anarchy of which their 
own injustice and pride were the cause ; 
or, at any rate, it is harcT to say what else 
tiiey can curse hinP for, seeing that his 
sceptre, compared to what' theirs was, 

is light as a featlier."^-Besides, what is 

there to encourage us to employ the no¬ 
bility of France as commimdcrs of our own 
men and of our dSOiit ies ? They made no 
great figure in the defenoe of their own 
country; nor in their attempts to regain it 
after it was lost. We have heard much of 
their high and ancient blood, but whtfre 
has it discovered its superiority? The 
Common people of France have sent forth 
more great generals than all the nobility of 
Europe taken together. Tf this gentleman 
had told us, that the foreigners in our ser¬ 
vice tvere relations of Lanne^ and Massena 
and Pichegru and 'Jourdan and SI. Cyr 
and Mortier and Soult and Victor am 
Suchet and Brune; if he had told u% tha< 
the foi^igners put over EngHshiaen were 
of this breed, we might have allowed him 
to have something like reason on, his side, 


and that, too, m the way of recommetraa- 
tion, dut the persons employed by our 
governmeat to command Englishmen, are 
descendants, of those who were unable to 
defend their own country, seems to me to 
argue a contempt for the publiiyp- 
derstaBdiag, or, a great want of ufller- 
stauding m the writer himself. But, the 
truth is, these persons are incorrigible. 

It is a specie} of insanity under which they 
labour; for, while to the senses of every 
body else, there has a radical change takeu 
place in France, they seem to look upon 
their titles and feudal yights only to be 
withheld fibm them for a time, and, I 
verily believe, they fully expect lo return 
to them. Much good may their dream do 
them ; but, let them not, in the mean¬ 
while,*delude, or, at any rate, command, 
Englishmen.——Theft remains but one 
point for me to touch upon, and that is, 
the enlisting of men out of the prisons. Sir 
Francis Burdett had observed: “ if we 
“ thought that we had a right to execute 
“ the men taken at the Isle of France as 
“ traitors, why should we inveigle fo- 
reigners, who were in our prisons lo 
“join our arajy?”- Now, what was the 
answer to this? The words reported to 
have been uttered by Mr. Perceval were 
these; “ The Honourable Baronet seemed 
“ to think it a monstrous thing, that we 
“ should punish as traitors subjects of this 
“ country enlisting in the service of the 
“ enemy, while we oursmves enlist fo- 
“ reigners into our service. For his p»rt, 

“ the diderence appeared to him so great, 

“ that lie could see no analogy between the 
“ cases. Fur example, if, instead of send- 
“ ing to Spain those Spanish troops which 
•“ Francc^ha'd forcib^ obliged to inarch to 
“ Dftitnark, t}’e had enlisted them into 
“ our seiVice, could any man say that there 
“ would-be any resemblance between the 
“ Spaniards entering into our service un- 
“ der such circumsimees, and our own 
“ subjects entering into that of the^enemy? 

“ It was the same with all foreigners whom 
“ we enlisted in our service. It unigbt 
“ happeivaccideiitally, that a Frenchman 
“ might enlist by desa'ibing iiiuiself os n . 
“ German, but the Government never 
>“ wished any Frenchman lo be enlisled; 

“ tliey only wished to enlist tnea from 
“ those countries v7hich France inos^ un- 
justly oppressesi and whose population 
** she forces into her arffues."——-And this 
jM)H call answering,, do you, Mr, gcrceval? 


4 ^ 

You compare an auxiliary army in garrison 
la prisoners of war in a jail, ^he Spanish 
troops, pC which you s^^ait, were ^ army 
ofaiiililfades, paid by Spain, under Spa¬ 
nish Comiuaaders, and Siiain was in al- 
iiaiice with France when this army took 
the Belci. That alliance* ceased ; Spain 
became the enemy of France; and, il we 
had enlisted those Spaniards into our’ser- 
vice, they. would pot have been guilty of 
any breach tJ faith xvith regard to France; 
For, they never were, in the service of 
France; they never took the pay of France; 
*they never were under the baniiers^f Bo¬ 
naparte ; they never contracted any en¬ 
gagement with li|pt. But, is this the case 
.with “ all the foreigners wlktm we enlist 
“into our service?'* Is it, reader? Is 
ghis the case with the men who were en¬ 
listed 04it of the prisons to go and join the 
lOth (or Prince of Wales’s own) i^giment 
of dragoons? Is Ais the case with any 
man svliu is enlisted out of prison? Has 
not every prisoner been found under the 
banners of Napoleon, having contracted 
engagements with him, .and receiving his 
pay? What similarity, wliat resem¬ 
blance, even the most clistant, is there 
betw een such men and the Spanish troops 

under Ruinana?:-We ^J•e told, in this 

fipttcb of Mr. Perceval, that we do not 
take Frenchmen out of the prisons, except 
by mere accident; and that our government 
only w ished to enlist men froin.lhose coun- 
“ tries w'hicU France roost unjustly op- 
“ presses and whose population siie forces 
“ into her armies." 'I'liesc arc very pretty 
Words: it is easy to talk about the op¬ 
pressions of France, and about her forliiig 
people into her service: it is easy enough 
tudeclaim in this w-ay ; but, what is really 
meant by it ? What is it worth, when 
we come to silt it a liule? FraticS'pppressce 
ixruniries, deles .she; aud,she makes the 
people of those countries go into her ar- 
Ujies? y du, Mr. Perceval, have given no j 
proof of these oppressions; you .tiave cited 
no* facts tt> shew that these ojrpicssious ex- 
5sl; nor have yon cited any fact to shew, 
that the people oi the countries alluded to 
are CPU)ptlied against their will to enter 
ihe: service of Fi ance. 4t is asccriion un« 
fupported by atty ptoof, any argument, or 
any probabiluy. But|, admit alt you say 
as to these paints to be true; and, them 
auswer me,, wlicta you have leisure, the 
Showing (questions. *1. Do not conquered 
countries ow& allogtance to the conqueror? 

, S'. Are notthe people of these countries the 
subjects of 0ic cont^derqr ? they rise 


against him, are they not rebels? ’4. If 
they conspire agaitast him or adhere to his 
enemies, are they not traitors? 5, Dws 
oppression give people o right lo adhere to 
die flicmieffwf a sovereign power ? This 
last is a pincher; and, therefore, I w'ish 
you to take time to answer it. Does op¬ 
pression, J say, justify a people in ad¬ 
hering to the enemies of their ruler, be he 
who he may ? Be he who he may, mind; 
because sauce for the goose is sauce for the 
gander. Does the circumstance of a 
man’s being forced into a service (pray 
mind what 1 am asking here); does, 1 say, 
the circumstance of a man’s being forced 
j into a service (no‘matter how he maybe 
forced or what it may be c.i3led); but, 
does that circumstance, I say, justify that 
man in joining tlie enemy as soon as he 

can find an opportunity?-Now, if you 

say, that conquered countries do not owe 
allegiance to the conquerors that the people 
of such countries are not his subjects ; that 
if they rise against him, they are not rebels; 
that if tiiey conspire against him or adhere 
to his enemies, they are not traitors ; that 
oppression does give any people a riglit to 
call in or assist iht enemy of their op¬ 
pressive rulers; and that if a man be 
forced into any service he lias a right to go 
oyer to the enemy as soon as he can find 
an opportuiiityj,,ji' you say all this, then 
I allow, ^(Hitting for arguineru’s sake 
that tilt cbunlries conquered by Napoleon 
are oppressed, and that these mt-u are forced 
into his service; then I allow,*that, con¬ 
sistently with the principles on which the 
Isle of France' men were condemned to 
have their bowels rijiped out and their 
carcases cut ^in quaVters, the.se foreigners 
may be enlisted out of t))e prisons into our 
service; but this 1 can never allow unless 

you agree to »11 the premises.-^We 

choose to regard Hullano, and all titc other 
countries conquered by France, as not be¬ 
longing to Napoleon, as nations, whom he 
is ui war with, and severely oppressing; 
the people of those countries', toiken into 
Ill's service, we choose to regard as a sort 
of prisoners of war carrieef about by his 
armies. Nothing will undeceive us. Even 
the Polish Lancm have not been able to 
convince us that they are not actually in 

prison in th^r^ French camps.-Thus do 

we |fill oyrselves; but, while we are at 
perfect liberty- to do that, we shall not 
coniiince Napoleon,, or any body else, that 
acts of treason can be committed against no 
i-ulers but ours. We are a fine people I 
Verily, a matchless people I But, we shall 
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not persuade the :MrorId, that n« rukr$ but 
ours can have treason coaimiued agatast 

them.--Jt is hardly worth while to add 

any reoiark upon the absurdity of sup¬ 
posing, that whole armies, and most va-' 
jiant and successful armies too, are com¬ 
posed of men forced away from their 
country, that country having been first 
conquered and oppressed by the persan'i who ’ 
forced them away.f This absurdity is too 
gross, it is too low to argue against. The 
fact, I dare say, is, that great numbers of 
the Germans in our prisons are willing to 
get out of them on almost any conditions, 
not being supported in their a^iction by 
the satne spirit that ihe.uative French are. 
But, if this be the case, what reason « 
there to suppose, that these men will be’ 
faithful to us? What reason is there to 
suppose, that the)’ will not, on the first 

occasion, rejoin the enemy?-^Here 

closes ihC' discussion of this subject for the 
present, waiting for the return moved for 
by Loi'd Folkestone, and which return 
ought to give us inlonnatlon of every fo¬ 
reigner now.serving in English regiments, 
and also upon the stalfin this country.—— 
There are many people, who would con¬ 
sent to tlie employment of foreign corps, 
but would shut foreigners out of our own 
regiments. In the debate above-mention¬ 
ed ** General Tarleton observed, that as to 
“ obtaining returns ol Tfba'^ibreigners in 
“ our service, of which the Hon. 
“ Gentleman doubted the possibility, no- 
“ thing w«s more easy; for there were 
“ annual returns given in to the War- 
“ office from every regiment, which speci- 
“ lied tlie age, size,, 1 ) 11 - 111 , and country of 
“ every man in the army. With regard 
“ to the general principle of employing 
Ibreigners in tbe army, he would only 
“ say, that if the war wa? continued oil its 
** present exten^f^iibscale, we CQuld hardly 
have too many I'oreiguers. in our service ; 
but they ought to be kept ia separate 
battalions; for as to taking Germans and 
“ other {or4igiiers into our native rcfi- 
“ meats, he could not too much reprobate 
“ thepractice^ it was like mixing up the 
base metals with our own fine gold and 
silver. The Germans; as a people, bad 
“ been overrun and degraded by the 
French ; and did any budf suppose that 
“ our native troops,, fighting for their own 
soil, would be overcome like the f*rus- 
“ sians and others ? He wopld say, thcrt| 
“ take as many troops into your service 
you please, but keep them distinct, 
“ and call them mercenaries^” -Thtre is 


a IHtle too roucb of (be brag here about fbd 
“ fine gold and silverbut, 1 aia for 
employing of no foreigners at all, I woaW 
not have them any where; but,! wtfiuld 
certainly never suffer them to set their 
foot in England; and what, then, must I 
feel at seeing them commanding English 

troops and English counties?-Lord 

Palmerston said, that ** ihe/eclings of the 
country had pmeh changed^ on this sub~ 
^^Jecl^ within the last century,” ^haa 
which, nothing more true was ever utter¬ 
ed. Those feelings hswe changed on a 
great ntany pther subjects also; and the* 
effect of that change we most justly ex-' 
perience. However, Time, the great rec¬ 
tifier of all things, is pdshing on towards 
the period, when the consequences will be 
better known and more duly esiknated. 

Baisvcu. Election.-“ Exhaustless 

is the fountain of hufiibug !” A corrupt 
hireling press sjireads falsehood as the 
clouds do showers; and, it is not much 
matter, whether it be corrupted by money 
or by party views, wluch, indeed, is, its 
the end, puiney.-Seldum has there ap¬ 

peared a more direct attempt at deception 
than lias been made, in some of the London 
prints, re.specling the reception of Air .Jn- 
muel Romilly *at Bristol, where he has. 
offered himsdf as a candidate at the next 

election.-An account of this recepiiott 

and of the dinner wliicli took place in con- 
sec|uence of it, on Thursday the 2iid in¬ 
stant,* was published in the Morning Chro¬ 
nicle of the 7tli, and, upotf that account F 
shall now make some remarks, just pre¬ 
mising here, that he was introduced in the 
city by a Mr. Alderman Xoblei who lives 
in London, and that it liad been, fur some 
time, notified in the public prints, that 
^he Rl. George Tierney, was to ac- 
comp;my Sir Bamuef RomiBy down, aact 
was to pcesid^at the dinner. 1 must fur¬ 
ther premise, lliAt i)r. Tierney (he was 
made a Hociur at Oxford at the installatron 
of Lord Grenville, whether of Divinity or 
not 1 do not know) did not go down, iw 
which he acted a very prudent parif, as will 
be seen in the seqfuel.——Now, ifien, w'e 
come to j(he acpuunt of this flaticring re¬ 
ception, given in the Morning Clironiclc, 
which account begins thus;—In con- 
sequence of the invitation given by the 
“ friends of Sir Samuel Romilly to him, to 
“ dine with them at the Assembly Kotims, 
“ in Princc’s-street, in this city;oil, -X'hurs- 
“ day last, he arrived here abbrit two 
“ o'cbek that day.-r—Upon Sir Samuel 




“ RomiUy's arriving withm a tuile of tiie 
“ city, he* was cict by an imnsehse cou^ 

“ course of t'hepopuJa<e, wiui co^urs of 
“ the^diflfereut trtide societies, who iri- 
“ sisted upon drawing his carriage to the 
“ Bush, When he had reached the'Bush, 

“ ht addressed the pojmlace ftorn the win- 
*^dowsj exptessing his gratitude /or the 
“ reception hr had met wilh^ and exhorting 
“ them to preserve harmony and peace. 

“ —j JJler the company began to disperse, 

“ Sir S. Roiiiilly, aiieiided by some of his 
“ friends, waited to the Assembly Rooms 
l‘in Priiicc’s-strett, followed by a great 
“ number of ihc cifizens; 941 sat ddWn to 
“ dinner; M. Castle, f.sq. was called to 

“ the Gbair.”-‘ This, I talyj upon me 

to say, is z false account; and wilfully so 
on the parti^of the person who drew it up. 
For, the belief intended to be produced, is, 
that Sir Samuel Romilly addressed the 
people <md was heard} thiV, as soon as he 
had done speaking, the people began to 
disperse; and that there was no other 
speaking to the people upon this occasion, 
nor any interruption of any sort to the 
proceedings. Reader, is not this the fair 
n»eaning of the account thus far? Well, 
then, 1 assure you, that any thing more 
false never appeared even in a London 

news- paper.-1 will rehafe to you what 

passed, and then you will be the better 
al>le to judge of tlie sincerity of the man 
who published this account.-^Sir Sa¬ 

muel Romilly, when he came to the Bush 
Inn, went up into a front room, which h*as 
a boW'window f at which window he ap¬ 
peared, and was introduced to the people 
by Alderman Noble. That he atleinpied 
to address the people is certain, and it is' 
also certain that he continued the attempt 
for about a quarter of an hour; but, it is 
no less certain, that not one word^of what i 
he said was heard by diiy on^ except Uiose i 
persons who were in the rdbui wath him, 

’ The moiuent he made the inotiuns of speak¬ 
ing* his voice was drowned in tries of, 
“ No Noble! noSix-and-eiglil-pcnce! no 
“•Tierney! no Placeman! no Pensioner! 
“ no HiRnbng ! no Bloody-Bridge’!' no 
‘ “War,! less Taxes!”-*—The people, 
who dill not know Dr. Ti^ey jrysonally, 
thought he was present; and the cry of, 
no flloody-Bridge, vvatl an allusion to the 
shooting of setne Bristol people once, on a 
Bridge, by the military, under the oi-ders 
of some one, who was present with Sir Sa¬ 
muel Romilly.--Nosv, I appeal to the 

reader, whether the account in the Morniug 
Chronicle be not scandidtHtsly false. Wkrat 


notion can its readers have of the real facu 
relating toSir Samuel Romjllly’s reception at. . 
Bristol ? The .account is a cheat; it is. in¬ 
tended to deceive the public; it is one of 
those thousands of frauds which are played 
dT upon the people of this country every 
month in the yeari——-But, still, this is the 
smallest part of the demerit df this account. 
Who, upon reading it, would not conclude, 
that, when Sir Samuel Romilly's Address 
to the people was finished, they dispersed, 
and he and his party went to dinner; who 
would not, I say, imagine that this disper¬ 
sion took place as soon as Sir Samuel Ro- 
milly’s speech was finished; or, at least, 
who would imaging, that any body else ad - 
dressed the people ? Now, then, reader, 
judge of the falsehood of this account when'®^’ 

1 have told you the truth.-:-Sir Samuel 

Romilly, finding it impossible to obtain a 
hearing, drew back from the window, 
where upon another of the Candidates, Mr. 
Hunt, mounted upon a table, or something 
.about the same height, in the midst of the 
crowd, addressed the people for about an 
I hour and a half, witli a profound attenl ion 
I on their part, and a silence never once in- ^ 

j lerrupted but by shouts of applause. - 

I Reader, was not this an incident worthy of 
notice in the account published in the Morn¬ 
ing Chronicle? Was this a matter lo be 
inassed over in silence? Yes, for, in the 
course of his^diiss, Mr. Hunt went into 
an eiitpcs;:>re of the conduct of the Wfiigs; 
he gave the history of their feats while in 
power; he dwelt upon the manner in 
which they had cheated the people; he 
shewed how they had pocketed the public 
money; he pointed out^ some of their par¬ 
ticular sinecures and pensions; in short, he ' 
stripped the cloak from them, and exhibit¬ 
ed them in' their native'deformity. No 
wonder, reader, tjjat the friends of Sir Sa¬ 
muel Romilty and Dr. 'Cil‘'-<>ey passed this 
part of the histpry of the day over in si¬ 
lence-—-.While Mr. Hunt was engaged in 
this exposure, the window of the room 
where Sir Samuel Romilly and *his friends . 
w^re was suddenly shut dowti. Let the 
reader judge of their mortification, when he 
is told, tliat the people com])elicd th^ to 
lift the window up.again, and to endure the 

torture of hearing the truth!-;This scene 

continued, as <2 said before, for about an 
floor and a half, the crowd being immense, 
and gibwing grater and greater all the 
while, notwithstanding it rained incessant¬ 
ly. It was after this; it was alter Mr. 
Hunt had been s()eaking all this wiiile to 
attciuive and applauding thousands; it was 
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after these tbousantls had been removed by 
the conducting of him to his inn; k was 
after all this that Sir Samuel Romiily and 
his jiarty went tu dinner, having first been 
cheered by beholding the card with his 
name in it pulled out of hundreds of hats, 
by the weavers themselves, and torn to 

pieces.-This is the real history of the 

transaction. We are told, in this account, 
that Sir Samuel Romiily and his friends 
went from the Bush to the Assembly Rooms 
after Ike crowd began Co disperse. An* 
odd expression. The crowd would dis¬ 
perse, of course, when.the speaking was 
over. This narrator knew the truth; he, 
you clearly sec, had all**the story in hb j 
head, but it suited him to suppress that* 
part of it which related to the time of the 
crowd’s dispersing, and the cause of their 

not dispersing sooner.-What I have 

here related, I, of course, have received 
from others; but, it has reached me through 
more than one or two channeL; aud, 
though my account may err in slight cir¬ 
cumstances, my belief is, that it is sub¬ 
stantially cornect, aud that, so far from ex¬ 
aggeration, it is, as to every fact unfa¬ 
vourable to the Whigs, much within the 
bounds which truth prescribes.——What, 
then, is the reader to think of a print that 
could publish such an account as that which. 
I have quoied'above ? 'N^Jiat is Ije to think 
of a print capable of uttering falsehoods like 
this? In'the history of the event'swf Iffli 
day the most important of them ‘all are 
w'holly $unk*out of sight; and the reader of 
the account is made to believe, upon the 
whole, that which is precisely the opposite 

of tlietnnh.-Whaa passed at thi dinner 

is hardly worth notice. * The applause re¬ 
ceived Irom a man’s own professed parti¬ 
sans is of little consequence, it ‘is, how¬ 
ever, curious tc^i^ark, tlsat the health of 
Mr. Doctor Ti«rn%*«tvas given next after 
|hat of Sir Samuel Romiily luinself. This 
alone was enough to characterize the meet¬ 
ing. The toasting of a professed place- 
hunter could give no other idea than that df 
an assemblage of place-hunters ; a miser¬ 
able crew, eagdr to get at a mouthful 
the taxes. The Doctor was prudent in not 
attending, and in sending a letter to supply 
his place. He would have found rather 
warnaer work at Bristol than •he found in 
the Borough. It would have been rfaliz- 
ing almost literally, the old saying, *‘*out 
“of the frying pan into the* fire.” Pr. 
Tierney is said to have written a letter, 
'* wliich was highly expressive [what does 
that mean?] of his regret at being under 
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** the ikflueiKe A that moment of siKb par- 
“ ticular engagements as detained him la 
“ London, and was replete with asjmrances 
** of hit high regard and esteem foi* his 
“ worthy friend Sir Samuel Romiily.” 
Thk b, to be sorei most despicable non¬ 
sense; but, can it be tnic» that Sir Samuel 
Romiily stands in need of a recommenda¬ 
tion from Mr. Tierney! From the man, 
who, in coasequenceof his having abandon¬ 
ed the principles on which he was elected, 
was ousted from the Borough of Southwark 
with every mark of indignation! Can Sir 
Samuel Romiily stand in need of the recom¬ 
mendation of the man, who was amongst 
the foremost to defend the conduct of Per¬ 
ceval and Castlereagh, and to oppose the 
motion of Mr. Maddock upon the subject of 
the sett of Quiutin Dick? These are, in 
faith, ^odly auspices under which to 
rnake hiT'*'&ini^ appearance amongst those 
whom he wished ♦» a ap a e sent.——Mr. Al¬ 
derman Xoble'% name was not, it seems, 
mentioned at the dinner, though he was 
the person, as 1 understand, to introduce 

Sir Samuel Romiily.-^'fhe two Members 

for Bristol were toasted; and why not? 
Messrs. Baillie aud Bragge Bathurst are 
just as good as Dr. Tierney. • This further 
mark.s the character of the meeting. These 
' friends of Sir Samuel Romiily are, it seems, 
very willing to join with any body against 
tlie friends of Freedom.” Lord Grenville^ 
the chosen advocate of national concitia- 
“ /iqn,” was another toast. What did 
they mean by national conciliation ;” 
and, if they alluded tu the Catholic Claims, 
how could they call him the “ chosen ad* 
“ vocate” of them ? Who have chosen 
liiin ? They would have been more con¬ 
sistent and more honest, if they had toasted 
him as the advocate of the ** sedition Bills” 
iiijd “ DoubJo^necui;ps.” These place- 
hunters would ib)t have toasted Lord Gren¬ 
ville if they had b^n within the hearing of 
the sufferipg thounmds, whose labour u 
taxed to pay the enormous sinecures of his 
family. Snug within the walls of tbeir^ 
dining room, they dared to utter tt^ese in¬ 
sults upon the people, for which, 1 trust, 
they will have cau» to repent befose the 
close of th^nexc poll that will be taken at 
Bristol.-At this dinner I am much sur¬ 

prised to see Dr. Pdrt mate liis appear¬ 
ance. I should have thought, that he had 
had enough of elections after that memora¬ 
ble instance of his wisdom and gratitude, 
his letter to Sir Francis Burdetty at the 
time of the last Middlesex Election but 
one. However, it must be confess^, that, 
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after the recontmendatjon 6 f 3<r. Tierney, “ trude their congratoktipns or ^ondoknee. 
Sir Samuel Romilly had not mfch to dread “ we know not whidi—before they make 
from thaj of Dr. Parr, or any ,bo4jr else, “ the differwices between man and wife the 
—"To conclude, Sir Samuel Romilly, as “ subject of their decorous debates, and 
well from tlie company tliat he was in, as their delicate petitions, it may be welt 
from the whole tenour. of his speech at .the “/or them to inquire of the late Ministers^ 
dinner (which speech 1 will notice more “ whether the Act of Separation between the 
fully hereafter), appears to have made up ^‘illustrious Personages in question^ did 
his mind to go through with the Whiitjs. “ not receive the signature of the King him- 
He seems to have formed a settled design “ self and of every member of the late Ca- 

not to deviate from the old beaten track of “ binel T' -—Now, it is here clearly 

that party; and, of course, the people of hinted, that there'vvus actually a separa- 
Bristoi, if they were to elect him, would tion between the parlies. But, this must- 
' have no more to cirpecl from him than from be false; for, if the reader will look back, 
any of the members that they have haeto- he will ftiul Mr. Perceval declaring, that 
fore chosen. Not a word was uttered at there was no intciollon even now to recoin- 
this dinner, about tparliameniary reform, ifiend a separation. This, therefore, is a 
That touchstone of political principle was base attempt to. insinuate away that reputa- 
completelf blinked ; and, if the report be lion which Mr. Perceval most solemnly de- 
correct. Sir Samuel Romilly told tly? com- ebred to be spotless. This is, indeed, ex- 
pany, that he was not only to take cessively foul; this js what the wretch who 

place'igTtm; but, tfee#*h!>r'’sJiould he belter wrote this article, or dictated it, would not 
able to serve them in place than out of dare to attempt against the reputation of 
place; thereby avowing, il seems to me, the any married woman in private-life. It is 
corrupt principle of mliusterbl infiufiiice. here, in fact, asserted, that there was an act 

-i shall return to this subject, which ofseparation; than which, as tl>€ reader may 

appears to be growing into importance, be assured, nothing can be more false, and 
Bristol is the third city in England in point certainly nolhing was ever more wicked, 
of population; and, with right notions. It is cowardly in the extreme. It is an act 
the people may do much the next elec- worthy of the most pusillanimous, the most 
tion. ‘enervated, the basest of all mankind ; it is 

an act wo|[thy of a creature having not one 

Princess Recen.t.- In the Morning drop of manly blood left within him ; an 

Chronicle of the 26th instant there was a anfHl!fl**e{iat has no vigour left,*either of 
paragraph, stating tJiat it was the interyiion body oi' mind, except in the exercise of 
of some one to bring foiward in the*Com- malignity; a wretch effete for all purposes 
moil Hall of tfie City of London, a propo- but those of indulging envy and hatred. 

sition to address the Princess Regent upon -Yes, reader, this insinuation is false, 

the present occasion, and to pray her 'to false as the heart whence it must have pro- 
take upon her the state and dignity belong- needed ; and you may be assured that it has 
iiig to her situation. In remarking upon, been made use of by the cowardly author, 
this paragraph, the Courier news-paper (a for the purpok of preventing the City from 
despised hireling pryit) of |he*same day, presenting an Address to I)m- Koyal High* 

ness, for which, so my seeing any 

objection to it, I can perceive very solid 
grounds; and especialiy since I have seen 
it stated, in some of our daily prints, that 
the Queen is about to hold drbnvfng rooms, 
a'fact which I do not and cannot believe; 
but the bare circumstance* of which fact 
having been stated in print, makes it neces* 
sary that some step should be taken to Con¬ 
vince the Princess Regent, that the public 
are not indifferent to her fate, and that the 
insimflitions of these writers have not suc¬ 
ceeded in miskading them, ft is not 
enough for them to be convinced of the 
falsehood of the ariicks in question; it ia, 
necessary for them to shew her, and to shew 
the whok world, indeed, that they are so 


alter abusing, m the loulcs^erms, the Li¬ 
very of Lotidun, adds (he following very 
cqrious observations, to which I solicit the 

reader’s attention-“What the nature 

“ of that delicate motion may be, relative 
to the Princess of Wales, we know not— 
“ svhat state they would have her assume— 
“ wliether they would*wish to drive ‘the 
“ Queen from Windsor Castle to her villa 
“ of Frogmort^ and make the Princess 
“ take her place-—whether, because they 
cannot carry an insulting address to tht 
“ Prince on the Throne, they would have 
“ the Princess receir! lium on the f krone, 
“ and return them thanks for every iiisult- 
“ ing expression to her husband, we arc 
“■ yet to learn.., Before,: however, they iir- 
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coavkiiced* and, at tlie same time, to set no, Mr. Morning Fost, Uits is not to 'b® 
jhe mark of their reprobation upon the believed, or supposed; the idea is not to be^ 
cowardly attempts of her enemies.——The entertained for a moment, it is jo con« 
Morning Post news-paper foretells, that, if trary to the dictates of nature, that it is^t 
the C!ity of Ijondon do address the Princess, to be believed; and, if the advice of 'the 
she will look upon it as a step taken for the Morning Post were followed by the Princess, 
annoyance ol her husband, and will treat it does he believe that the world would attri- • 

with contempt accordingly.---Ah! say bute her rejection of tlie address to the re- 

you so, liireling!-This foretelling what fined notion of resenting an annoyance of- 

will happen is one way of conveying advice; fered to her husband ? If he do, he is very, 
and the Princess is here advised what to much deceived. The world would "at- 
do; she is advised to tre*at the address of* tribute it to a verjf different cause^ of 
the city with contempt, because, she ought which, howevV, I shall say no more, 
to look upon it as a step taken to annoy her being quite certain, that Uie case will' not 

husband.-Here is a great deal assumed; occur, the Princess having, from all that 

for, according to the account given in I have heard, too much courage to be 
the Morning Chronicle of Mr. Alderman* daunted by thif threats, and too much sense 
Wood’s intention, and, indeed, from the to be cajoled by the wheedling, of those 
manly character of the Alderman itself, who are now, as we see, using aU sorts of 

there is nut the smallest reason to suppose, deviceS^ keep her out of sight.-It has 

tliat the address in contemplation will been sa^fan address is a thing 
contain any thing calculated to wound or unprecedentedT ^int l ii i i' s a thing Sought 
annoy His Royal Highness, unless, indeed, after; that it is an out-of-the-way step. 
wt were to suppose (which we ought not), It is strange to see how men’s inclinations , 
that he would be annoyed at hearing the pervert every thing. The fact is, that an 
Citizens of London offer, upon thisocca- omission to address the Princess, upon 
sioii, a compliment to the virtues of his such an occasion, would be unprccedent- 
wife, the moihcr of his daughter and of our ed. She was addressed by the City of 
future sovereign, and at hearing them ex- London upon lier marriage; she was ad- 
press a hope, that she will assume that state dressed by therq upon the birth of her 
ill publicwiiich belongs to her present situ-* daughter; and why should she not be ad- 
alion. This‘is what th^ Mornjng Chro- dressed now? Her husband has been ad- 
nicle tells us is to be the subject of the Ad- dressed upon his coming to the Regency, 
dress; atfd, are we to believe, ihaf^WfflTSn and why not his wife? If the king were 
address, presented to the Princess,’ would to dje, would they not address her upon 
annoy her husband? Are we to believe, iter coming to the throne? ^Would they 
that he would . think himself insulted by not address her upon her beiug crowned, 
such an address to his wife*? Are we to as she must be with her husband ? Why, 
believe, that he carries his antipatlfy so far then, upon this occasion only, is she to 
as to be annoyed at seeing that any portion pass unaddressed ? Where is there a crea- 
of the people retain a respect for this per- ture above the rank of a milliner, who is 
sooage, once so flattered and caressed? I not presenttri at court upon her marriage, 
trust, that we>|e not to believe any thing o» her huswilB’s proo^oiiou? And, is no 
so unjust and un|hiMrous in him, who, 1 notice all t^U» taken of tlie change in 
^daresay, would be. amongst ahe first tore- the rank df the princess oT Wales, who, 
joice at seeing the Princess receive the con- in fact, is^iow staTOin^ in the place of tlie 
templated compliment. But^ if we could Queen, as the Prince is in that of the king? 

sup|.K>se it,to* be otherwise; if, for argu* -r-Iu short, there appear to me to he^ 

meat’s sake (for it cannot be realwe numerous good reasons for the Address and 
were to admit,* that the Prince would bft not one reason against it; and, therefore, 
wounded at seeing an address presented to it has my cordial approbation, as I am sure 
the Princess ; if we coulct suppose that he it will that*ofninfthundred and ninety-nine 
carried his antipathy to this pitch, which, I persons out ofevery thousand in the country, 
say, is.not to be believed; bu(^ if we could The enemies of the Princess Regent may 
suppose it, could we alsm Suppose, thJt the flatter themselves, that the nation care no- 
Princess would reject that address; and, thing about her. Those enemies, how- 
that she would reject it, too,* hecausejier ever, are very muefi deceived, and that 
husband was annoyed by it; that she would they will find as often as there is an opjior- 
rrject it, iecoicse her husband was annoyed tunity of putting the matter to the test, 
at iicr receivingaiuark of respect?——-Oh! The Princess has tlie women, she has the 
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Harried woinen» on hcf sidct. and bcr 
enemies nfiiy ufce my word for it, that 
wboevcf has the womeu neea lio| be much 
cooterued about die men. 

CitY OY London Petition. -The 

Resolutions of the Common Hall (of 26tfa 
March ) were inserted in my Number be¬ 
fore the last, at page 411. An Address 
and Petition founded on these Resolutions 
was prepared, and the Sherifis waited upon 
the Regent to know when he would receive 
the Livery with it. But, they were in- 
fonned, that hsi should not receive the 
Livery, but should follow, in this /esp^t, 
the example of his father.^-In conse¬ 

quence of this another Common Hall was 
held on ^the 7th instant; at which it was 
resolv^, amongst other things, that the 
Address and Petition should be pjK^lished 
in the news-papers; andUmt^'iic Reso¬ 
lutions of the Li veny^difME^ute refusal to re¬ 
ceive their Petition upon the throne, should 
be carried by the Sheriffs and the Remem¬ 
brancer and put into the bands of the 

Prince.-1 sliall below insert, first the 

Address and Petition, and then the Reso¬ 
lutions; and when the reader has gone 
through them, he will be able to decide, 
whether there is that fiovirly of talent in a 
Common Hall, which the hired news-* 
papers have asserted to exist. The hired 
print, the Courier, talks of the “ Shop- 
*' keepers” who take the lead at the Com¬ 
mon Halls. His employers forgetj ^pa- 
rently, that Marshal Brune, who cannon¬ 
aded in Holland against the Duke of York, 
was, by Mallet du Pan, asserted to have 
keen a Printer’s Boy; tliey forget that 
Soult and Victor and Junot and Massena 
and Marmout and Sitchet, fcc. were pri¬ 
vate soddiers. But, as to jjie “ Shop- 
“ Lrepers,” here {pe tlteiiFproductione; 
here is a specimen of wha^ey are fcapable 
By their \frorks let^e worid judge of 
tpeir fitness to discuss p^itical matters. 

WM. COBBETT. 
Slate Prison^ Newgale^ 

^ fride^f lOlh JjrrU, 1812. 

TftE ADDRESS AND PETITION. 
(agre»l to 26th March, 1812.) 

We, the Lm^ Mayor, Aldermen and Li¬ 
very of the city of London, in Common 
Hall assembled, deeply feeling the distress¬ 
ed and calamitmis Itate of the country, 
humbly approach your Royal Highness, 
dutifully to yepresent those griev ances and 
abuses under which we labour, and of 


whidt we have so long and inefifet^ually 
complained.-r-It is nearly *a century since 
the family of your Royal Highness suc¬ 
ceeded to the British throne, under princi¬ 
ples and constitutional regdations which 
happily promised to secure the succession 
on the only sure basis of thrones—-the li¬ 
berties and affections of subj^ts.—The his¬ 
tory of nations does not aford a better ex¬ 
emplification of the eSects of the principles 
of a free constitution, than the state of those 
kingdoms at the close of the reign of the 
second Monarch of your illustrious House. 
Public liberty was. established and re¬ 
spected—the national character was in con¬ 
sequence exalted’ at home and abroad-^a 
‘war for national objects was carried on with 
unexampled glory—anfi the true interests of 
the people had been so wisely consulted 
and maintained, that the successor to the 
throne congratulated himself on the prosper¬ 
ous and auspicious circumstances under 
which he found his kingdom.—How unhap¬ 
py the reverse f produced by u subsequent 
system, which generated a petty and dis¬ 
guised warfare on the rights and privileges 
of the people—which gave to the inSuence 
of patronage and corruption the name of 
Government—wliicli depended lor supj)ort 
on vena! majorities in both Houses of Par¬ 
liament—and which polluted the principal 
authoriti^ of the State, and 'sacrificed the 
public weal to despicable intrigues and the 
otphritytof iadividuais. Liberty was in¬ 
vaded—the press, the terror only of bad 
Coveraiuents, was fettered and persecut- . 
ed—the country was torn by factions— 
corruption rallied itself above the law and 
(he conlttilution—andthe American war and 
the disseveratJon of the Empii'r., were tli« 
consequences!—-Similar feelings and policy 
led to an‘unhappy interference with the af- 
fiiirs of a neighbouring nr.«.ton, and a war 
of 2Q years, undertaiu^nd continued with¬ 
out any settled or intelligible object, has. 
dissipated the industry—rdestroyed tiie com¬ 
merce-dried up the resouixes—curtailed 
ihe liberties—and nearly worn down the 
ipifit of a brave and loyal people.—Al¬ 
though wc have for a series of years, by 
Petitions to the Throne and to both Houses 
of Parliament, madeearnest representations 
of our grievances, and folly aiuicipated tlie 
lamentable Consequences of perseverance in 
BO corrupt and vitiated a system, yet all our 
complaiats have not only unre- 

drq^sed, buVthe same pernieiaus measures 
hit .still pursuit—die fome corrupt influ- 
mce. predomio same abuses are 

coat'm^—and the evils of which we have 
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so rrequeBtl^pmplaified, are rapidly and I 
fearfully accqniuJatiug.—We have seen, on I 
the part of ydur Royal Highness's MiniS' 
ters, the some profiigateexpenditure-^-the 
same disregard of tlw suffering of the peo- 
pie—a determined resistance to every mea* 
sure tending to the reformation or investt* 
gation of abuses—^and the saine unbending 
and bigoted rigour, in withholding from a. 
large mass of our fellow subjects the due 
exercise of tiieir civil and political rights.— 
We have seen the wanton^ introduction of , 
foreign mercenaries into our army—new and 
daiigerous encroachments on the liberty of 
tlie press—of the independence on Juries— 
en the right of petitioning—on those laws 
and practices which, sinc^the Revolution, 
have served as the bases of religious liberty. 
We have seen our merchants and manufac- 
turers involved in bankruptcy and ruin, and 
tens of thousands of our aitisans, who till 
lately formed the strength of the country, 
reduced to beggary and wretchedness, by 
a new and impolitic system of forced regu¬ 
lations in regard to commerce.—We have 
seen an arbitrary and delusive paper 
currency usurp the place of the natural and 
valid circulation of the precious metals— 
tokens of base coins substituted for the cur¬ 
rent coin of the realm—and consequent 
distrust and uncertainty arise in all our mer¬ 
cantile transactions.—We have seen your^ 
Ministers advise appointigiints todiigh and 
responsible stations, which, howeve r in. 
unison with your fraternal feelings,'^6re lii 
direct opposition to the declared sense of the 
■nation, and irritating to a peoide who have 
shewn no bounds in their concessions to 
your Royal House.—We have seen ajiother 
appointment made by the same Ministers, 
ill defiance of votes of the House of Com¬ 
mons, evidently tending to bring your 
Royal Highn^ into discredit with the 
Legislature audnl^^ople. And, as if it had 
been designed to set^t defiance all public 
fieeling, and to give* at once a death-blow 
to all patriotism, confidence, and hope, we 
have seen the yveak and culpable author of 
the disastrous Expedition to Wakherenl 
restored to place and power.—In fine," 
we have seen ‘many things done by* 
those Ministers repugnant to the Constitu¬ 
tion—oppressive to tbe People—and dis¬ 
graceful to the Government; and we have 
seen nothing effected, or even attempted, 
towards the reform of'abuses, the abrt^g- 
ment'of corruption, the curtailment of use¬ 
less expenditure, or tbe amelioiation of the 
condition of the People.—^While we wit¬ 
nessed with indignation the preponderance 


of this disgpce^l system, we could not 
dismiss iErom our minds li^ femd reco&c*' 
tiorl! of those constitutional principles which 
your Royal Hij^ess was believed to cherish, 
and which were confirmed by your own^dfe-' 
ciarations: and we were, consequently, led 
to hope, that on your unrestricted accessiois 
to power, our con^laints would have been 
attended to, and our grievances redressed ; 
that, under your wise and beneficent aus¬ 
pices, we should have recovered some of 
our lost rights and privileges; and that we 
should have had the satisfaction to behold 
in you a Patriot Prince, surrounded by a 
grateful and happy Peoplef—Sustained by 
that hope, we found consolation under our 
accumulated sufferings, ink the confidence 
that, at that ^riod. w% should happily 
witness a change in the system of domestic 
Gover^^ent and in the foreign policy of the 
Empire^produced.by able and enlightened 
councils, worthy of your own and 

your people’s coflifttefiW by their known 
enmity to corruption—by their self-denial 
in bad times—and by their good faith, 
courage, and virtue, to, effectuate those ne¬ 
cessary reibrms, upon which depends the 
safety of the Constitution and the Country. 
—That period, therefore, was expected 
with anxiety as the dawn of a new era; but 
even as our hopes were great, so our dis- 
‘appointment was excessive, when we learnt 
—that notwithstanding all the past—not¬ 
withstanding those grievances which we 
have so often set forth—notwithstanding 
the declined obnoxiousness of those Minis¬ 
ters to yourself and the natiqfi—and not¬ 
withstanding their admitted malversations 
and corruptions—you were pleased to de-. 
dare you had no predilections to indulge, 
or resentments to gratify!—Pi<eciou^ words 
in the mouth of a Prince, in regard (o sub¬ 
jects having^equal pretensions to public 
viMue, but *nl||mlicable, it presumed, 
to your* present^hustmrs, wliose t^orrup- 
tions are as* notor^s as the sun at noon¬ 
day—who have evinced a total disnsgard of 
all public principles—and whose practices 
have been chiefly directed to tlie corruption 
'of Parliament, and their own personal ag* 
grandtzement.—At {he same time we beg 
distinctly to disclaim any desire to promote 
tlie views, tir intcfests, of any particular 
party in tte State, fully convinced that no 
change of 'men can be attended with any 
btneficial effect, without an entire and ra¬ 
dical change of system ; that all intrigUii^ 
comprojofism, and combinations, tq obtain 
or retain place and (wwer, are dang^rons 
1 and delusive, necessarily implying aa aban- 
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tkmtnent of j»riiMrfplei frtibltc ithtftandem lavra aaS^ fealnt^; 

coaiWenfej and jastlf exciiii^ a distrust of a' violation of whfehv ia regard to the right 
all publk ineiit and that it is only bf a uf Petitipning, together with the seizure of 
wise, Mqjiaadeatt unpensio^ Adinl^^ thtf City’s Charters, being among tbe'out- 
nistfatitM, attd a free and iinpension- rages that led to the dethronerhent of the 
«d Parliament, that the great interests House Of Stuart, and to the coitstituiional 
of the Nation can be upheld.—Feeling, establishihent of the House of Brunswick. 

Sir, that the welfare of this great Em- --HI. Thatwhen Petitionsarepresent- 

pire is identified with the true interests) ed and read to the King upon the Throne, 
of the Throne, we huinbly and earnestly the Petitioners have the satisfaction of 
pray, that your Royal Highness will dis- knowing that their complaints are beard; 
miss your present evil advisers, and call , but when tliey gre presented at the Levee, 
into the public service sncli«nien, and such thev are immediately delivered to the Lord 
, men only, as stand pledged to your Royal in Waiting, and no answer given, nor have 
Highness and t® the Country, to protndle the Petitioners any assurance that their Pe- 
those salutary reformations so imperiously tition is ever read, or its prayer known to 
required; to d^troy that hydra of corrtip- ,the Sovereign.—J^IV. That this right, so 
tipn, which is etjlially dangSrous to Prince essential to the good ui»deitstanding which 
and People, domineering over the former, ought to subsist in a limited Monarchy, be- 
preying upon the latter, andob^ngno tween a constitutional King and a free Pco- 
law but its insatiable appeti te: ^ correct pie, was never called in question till the 
those abuses which have in every Livery of London, in the year,177.5, pie- 

departnient of tltP^WTfffmistration of the pared a Remonstrance against the impolitic 
Government; to accomplish that radical system at that-time pursuing against their 
and elfeutual Reform in llie House of Conir fellow-subjects in America, which Renion- 
nions, vvhich should make it truly speak strance, by counteraciing the misrepresen- 
ihe indeftendent and loyal feelings of the tations of wicked Ministers'*, might have 
people, rather than remain the convenient prevented all the evils of the American 
engine of the sinister views of any Minister War, had its arguments been allowed to 
for the time being; or the organ of an reach the Royal Ear.——V. That, in like 
hateful oligarchy, terrible alike to the So-^ njanner, this right was denied shortly altcr 
vereign and the Country; to establish your ^the commencement of the present ruinous, 
Throne on a basis of justice in its relation and, apparent!}!^ inlerminab'le war; when 
to foreign nations; and to reconcile the 4]jgJ[^ery of l^ndon, feeling and forcsee- 
ample enjoyment of their civil and religious ing its calamitous consequeucas, sought to 
liberties to your People, with th? whole, rescue their Sovereign and their country 
some exercise of its necessary and legiti- fromtlieinHuenceofthnseperhiciousCoun -' 
male prerogatives to the Crown. cils which, for 20 years past, have hlled 

“ HENRY WOODTHORPE. i the world with misery, and threaten to de¬ 

stroy the energies atPd rcjources of a great, 

RESOLUTIONS. brave, and loyal People.-VI. That the 

In a Meeting or Assembly .of the Lord right wf approaching the Throne with our 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Ltyfrymen of the represchtatious and remonstrances, is not 
several Corppaniestof the jjmyof Londftn, less important in tbejip>t?siit alarming'and 
ill Common Hall assemUlra, at th^ Guild- complicatedsituatloifm the Empire; when, 
hall of the iaid City,yon Tuesday the 7th in addition to unparalleled difficulties and 

sday of April, 1812,-ResolV(^d, I. That dangei's, thePublic Councils are destitute 

it appears, from immemorial usage, to have of character, and when an odious 1 action 
been the undisputed right of the Lord ^behind the Throne endangers the honour of 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of Londoti.j the .Sovereigu, and insults the-feelings of 

in Cominoa Hall asse^ibled, to present and “the Gountry.--VII. Tliat at such a cri- 

read t&eir Petitions and Remonstrances to sis, the obstruction that has been given to 
their Sovereign upon the Thfone, and to the effective presentation of our dutiful Pe¬ 
rceive aosstrers to the same at the time of tition and Remonstrance, is an aggravatiun 
presentCioBi.^—-H. That the right of«Pe- of the public sufferings, and an inauspicious 
titiooiflg was asserted at the RevolutiAi, onqen of the ihipcUdiug destiny of the 
and qlaimed,' jdetnaiided, and insisted upon Country, and could have been advised only 
in the Rill m Righia, and is also secured by by Ministers wito are fearful of the effect of 
that clause of the Coronation Oath which truth on the mind of their Sovereign, and 
jiledgestbe MoQai'i^ to govern according to ,.tvlio calculate on maintaining their power. 
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bf keeping hiin in ij^oraoce of tb^ coip- 
piaiiita and real condition of .b}s subjecis. 
—VIlL Tbat the only reason ^signed 
fornot receiving our Petitions, according to 
ancient usage, was contained in a Letter 
from Lord Hertford to John Wilkes, Esq. 
then Lord Mayor; wherein it is stated that 
the King has directed him to give notice, 
that for the future his Majesty will not re¬ 
ceive on the Throne any Address, Remon¬ 
strance, and Petition, except from the body 
corporate; but it nevertheless does appear 
that two Addresses from the Court ot 
Lieutenancy of this City have since been re¬ 
ceived by his M.ijesty on the Throne—one 
on the Kith of December, 17^5, and the 
other on the 30ih day of»May, 1800—al¬ 
though the said Court of Lieutenancy d>je*s 
not constitute the Body Corporate of this 
City; while in October following a Petition 
was refused from the Livery, in whom are 
vested the more important rights of electing 
the Chief Magistrate, the Sheriffs, the Re¬ 
presentatives in Parliament, the Chamber¬ 
lain, the Auditors of the City Revenue, 

and other Oflkers.--IX. The advisers 

of the answer of the Regent, by which our 
Petition, as to all its useful purposes, has 
been rejected, have proved their enmity to 
the rights, privileges, and franchises of this 
City, their treachery to the bononr and in¬ 
terests of the Crown, and their contempt of 
the public vflicc, as con^yed by^the largest 
Cor|)orate Assembly in the Empire. --^ 
X. Tbaf our Representatives in 
be, and are hereby instructed to support all 
measures which have for their object the 
investigation and reformation of public 
abuses—the abolition of 'useless places, 
|)ensiops, reversions,«nd superfluous estab¬ 
lishments—the relief of the sufferings of the 
people, by re-opeuing the channels of com¬ 
mercial intejeourse—the punishihentof de¬ 
linquents, ho^^er high their stations, and 
whether as tradm^i^public appointments, 
, or in seats in the Legislature—-and, above 
all, the restoration ol a full, equal,* and free 
representation to the People.-—-Xt. That 
the Sherigs,' attended by Mr. Ketnen!- 
brancer, do forthwith wait upon hfs Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, and deliver 
into his Royal Highness’s hand, in the name 
of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery 
•of l^ndon, a fair Copy of the foregoing 
Resolutiotw, signed by the Town Clerk. 

-Xn. Thattlie Resolutions of thllday, 

together with the Petition, agreed to on the 
26th day of March last, be ygned by^the 
Town Clerk, and published insix Monaiug 
and SIX Jivening .Papers.——^Resolved, 


’Thtfl the of the Cbptattm 'Hall be 

gis^ to the*R?^t {Lon. the Lord Mey^, 
foL bis* upright and impamab CoMtJet; ^ 

this Ctanmbn: Halt be given to Satnuel 
Birch, Es(j, and Wttliam Heygate, Esq- 
Bherilfs, for their pronspt attention to the 
du'ections of the Common Hall, at their 
last Meeting.——^Resolved unanimously— 
That tlie Thanks of this Common Hall be 
given to Robert Watthman, Esq. and Sa¬ 
muel Favell, Esq. for their uniform and 
steady attachqient (o the Rights of their 
Fellow-Citizens, and for their zeal and , 
abilities displayed on lhe«present occasion; 

WOODTHORPE. 


OFt'iciAL Papers. 


Eng- 

cver- 

wiiicli 

really 


France. —Reports laid before l%e Conser- 
Senate on the 10/A of March, 

(Contin^afr&nt page 418,) 

-—-For a considerable time the 
lish Govertunent has proclaimed 
lasting war,—a frightful project, 
the wildest ambition could never 
have intended, and which presumptuous 
boasting alone allowed to escape; a 
frightful project, which nevertheless will 
be realized, if France is but to expect en¬ 
gagements without guarantee,—of uncer¬ 
tain duration, and more disastrous than war 
itself.—'Peace, Sire, which in the midst 
of your immense power has been so oftea 
ofFefed to your enemies, will crown your 
glorious works, if England, banished from 
the Continent with perseverance, and s^- 
rated from all the states whose independence 
she has violated, consents to return to those 
principles upon which European society is 
founded,-^ckoowledges the Law of Na¬ 
tions,—anj^spects the sacred rights con- 
^crat^d b*yfi!e treaty of Uarecht.——In 
the mean time,Ibe French nation must re¬ 
main armed: ho^ur commands it; the in¬ 
terest, tht rights, the Independence of the 
people, engaged in the same cause, demand 
it; and an oracle still more certain, ofter# 
ddivered even from the mouth of your 
Majesty, constitutOB it an imperious and 
sacred law. ‘ 

II. Report of the Mimster of fVar to the 
Emperar and King, on the subject of aug~ 
meniing the army, for the purpose of en¬ 
forcing the Continental System, 

Sire,—The greatest part of your Ma¬ 
jesty’s troops had been called without our 
territory, for lire defepce of the grand lu- 
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ttrtatB wWA we to prqjpn* beeO called upon to join the active array i 

derance of «M cwpiret add .maintain the the second, of men from ^6 ,to 40 years ; 
Berlin and Itilan DethW solfttal to Hog' wid the third, of men. front 4Q to 60 years 
land. Xha eontinsotal aystero ha^scarcely of age: to the tst band the active service 
been* fifte^h monthui. in exeentioo» .and vriU be confided; then the 2 d and 3 d bandi 
England is already at the last gasp. Had will only have the reserve service, which 
not events happened which your Majesty is quite local.-r—For I 8 lt, the 1 st band, 
could not have expected, perhaps, in this comprebendiag tlie conscripts from 1806 
short period of time, the prosperity of to 1812 , who have'not been called to the 
FnglanH would have been entirely annihU army, and who have not since married, 
lated; and convulsions would have been and are in a condition for service, 'will 
experienced in her mterior, which would form a resource of 600,000 luen .-^—^1 
^ye fioalJy thrown into discredit the war {iropose to your Majesty to raise from this 
faction, and called to the Administration number 100 cohorts, which wilt consti- 
mt^erate men and friends of justice.—— tute the fifth part of those who remain of 
No person understands better than your the classes of 1806, 7, 8 , p, 10, li, and 
Majesty, to expert from time, what time is 19. These men, should be orgauized and 
to produce ; and *to maintain with un- Clothed at the chief p^ace of each military 
chwigeable constancy, a system and plan division.-^—^These cohorts, composed of 
of conduct from which you have calculated 8 companies, 6 of which are to be fuzi- 
thc results which are infallible.-—^uriiig leers, one artillery, and one a depot, will 
the absence of the greater par^^^^lr troops contain nearly one thousand men each, 
of the line, the immanaofjfimber of mari- Your Majesty would thu3 have one hun- 
time establishments, strong places, and dred cohorts or battalions, svho, coristanily 
important points of the empire, are guarded under arms, and united in brigades and 
by the fifth battalions and the depots, and divisions under the order of Cliieis of the 
by the marine troops ; -which is attended Line Staff, would offer a chosen army, and 
with the inconvenience of diverting, by in* might be compared to the ancient French 
cessant marches and countermarches, the grenadiers. These troops, constantly cn- 
fifth battalions and depots from their pro- camped, and by reason of their service 
per destination, which af^e to supply tlie abundantly suppHed with every thing, 

active armies. These marches fatigue the yyould suffisr few losses by war.-By 

soldier and embarrass the administration, this mean% our strong places <on the Rhine, 
Besides, when such numerous armies are our e stablishments at the Helder, upon the 
seen without the frontiers, the citizens who the Scheldt, at Boulogn'b, Cher- 

do not understand the measures takcyi by bourg, Brest, L’Orieut, Rochfurt, Toulon, 
the Administration for the interior estab- and Genoa, would be guarded by a conibi- 
1 -ishroents, ihay feel some justifiable uu- nation of such force, that in five days, 
^iness; these inquietudes are of them- 30,000 men cdUld be collected at any par- 
selves contrary to the dignity of the Em- tjcular ]poiat of the eoast attacked ; . and in 
pire; these must be prevented from less than ten days,' considering the speedy 
increasing, by the establishment of a means which your Majesty has established 
constitutional force, for the djpence of the in urgent*circum$tances, from^fiO to 80,000 
territory alone.—^By our/Mtostitutional men of the first band, tbg,.marine troops, 
laws, the nafional guard i|ii^eciaUy*charg. the departmental gues-ds, and of tbe fifth 
ed with guarding the i^tiersf our mari- battalions ; all of which would march to. 
tjme establishn^ts, bur ars|nals, and the point menaced, and could form a juiic- 
stroog places; but the national guard, tion, independent of the assistance aflurd^ 
which embraces the whole of tbe citizens, by the 2d and 3d bands of tbe,neigbbouf- 

*caiinot^ 1 je placed on permanent duty, but tag departments.- 1 do not propose the 

only for a local and particular servici—— establishment of any cavalry ; the gens 
. la dividing the Naliohal Guard into three d’armes alone, forming a force of 16,G(X) 
bands, md in composing the fint of all the chosen men, will furnish sufficient cavalry 
cunscHpts ef the six tast.classes, viz. from for tbe attacks against whidi we have to 
the age of 80 to 86 years, who have not guard.- ^(tabe cmlituuLJ 


-FaUislied by B. BAGSHAW, BiyOges-StreCt, Coveut-Garden. 
LOlthON: Printed by J. St'Cretrj, Black Ilui'iisCourl, Fleet-iitroet. 
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•< B«<»il{nrt8p}»in!MB (bt people of Fnmtfe an ebondant hwrteet nex having alreai^ 

« e^iiwratetf'tlie existit^ «^ty, % ^rmifit m Gtmvay^ 

bo wiUdrain the cooBtry oftbe prodqice ol tbe iu^lffn abmibil it Jbee^mndbm, 

“ same iirmia ,’’— 

** Snch are the attempts (tbe hand-t^Ibi at lAancbeaf'^^^^ ddada and irritttte the lower classea, 

** and direet their hatrra against thidr owttydaennB^^ iuifead Bqooapart^^ l^liey wtur 

** make them (the attenpta}, knew that the eeilit which w® *a8er, i»idd <w# hr 
“ aggravated bjf petux. llM^feel that the war must be eaai^aied, and thejt jwpidd twwe a eivil MBar t» 
** polfjr tAe^ei^trar.”—r-^ouRifK nrwt-ih>pM t88t April, i81^> 

'* We did J^w tliat we ahonld have bad on^ the duturiwtwe* in our eacnyh ({omiiuMO to avowed] 
“ There is there some came for them."-T—^TiMEt news-paper, lUh ApriV.lBlg. 


4gl] -- . , ^ V. 

SCARCITY in FRANCE,' 
and 'V 

RIOTS in ENGLAND. 

These ^re very interesting topics at this 
timO, and it is of great consequence that 
correct notions shmild be entertained with 
regard to them, not only in this country 
and in France; but in all other countries. 
The smofherhig system has prevailed So 
long in England, that, really, at last, the 
world knows but very little of what passes 
here, and even we ourselves do not know 
much of it. As far as lies in my power 
this base system shall be thwarted^ 1 will 
make all kno?ra that cojpeS to my know¬ 
ledge, because it ts for the good of the 
country. *I will place all that*! wiiw 
at in its true colours, as far as' I am 
able. 1 wilt not only not lend my aid 
to the long-practised imposture; but 1 
svilt do all that I can to expose that im¬ 
posture, supported by means of a* servile 
and corrupt press, the most efficient instm- 
ment iii the delasiep, thcdebasement, atid 
the enslaving^^ a people---—Tliere Is, it 
appears, a s^^iyiy of gmin in Prance; 
and, it is w'elt knowdt that there is a sear- 
xity in England. Our hired news-papers' 
have ntwiced both; and, it is ray intention 
to let the woi Id see what the)' have said of 
both; what t^ieir tone has been when Speal8 
iog'of the scaWity in Englandt compared to 
what It'faas been when speaking of the seal®- 
city in Frants ; hoW they blow hot and 
cold with the same mouthT; howduipatient 
they are to see insurrectious in France; and 
bow tficy are for instant pfbishmejit of 
every creatufe wiio dares complain ia%ng- 
iand.——But, it may be said, * ‘ why not 
tl let them alone with theif /alseltood^?’* 
--—- Why ? Why, hccatBe falsehood 



ought never to pass undetected; /alsehood 
ought^ever topass in the world for truth. 
These lalsehoods havej too, a tendency-to 
injure thif datise of freedom; they liave a 
tendency to prolong die sufTerings of Eu¬ 
rope ; they ought, thereforej to be exposed 
to all the parties concerned.——shall be¬ 
gin with an article in the CountER of the 
8th instant, from which I have faken my 
first motto; and which, as the reader will 
see, is intended to incukale the opinion, 
that, not only is there a scarcity-in France,' 
but that this scarcity has beeii produced 
by the war. Mark, reader, that the scar¬ 
city in France is held out to us as hav¬ 
ing been produced by the W'ar. Bear 
this in inindi And, no! only is 4ite 
scarcity in France held out to m as hav¬ 
ing beeu produced by th^ trar: but, 
tire war is represented as'bemg r&dy 
to swallow up the next crop as Soon* aswetls 
gathered in. It must be sent to the armies 
out of the kingdom, we are told, *ahd I beg 
you to mail: it weli. Nay, farther, we are 
told, that Ae war has, in FranceV catiscd 
such a drait^^' men, fhat-the^^^ are none 
Imt Wdtnen leh till the land; and, tliat, 
therefort, the Wa.-, while it demands com 
to be sen^ imt of the Country, lessens the 
amount of ilie prrKlUce by taking away the 
hands that ought to be-left to till tlie land. 
Thisi you see, reader, m what we are told* 
is the efikt of war in Fifanceand, *we aro 
thewifore, told^ thlt the people of France 
hate the wtiTv andihOie Buonaparte because 
he cotitmues the war. Mind, reader, all 
jthis is in France, as we are told; but none 
If tlds is said of the war iu which EUgland 
K enga^!. No, that is quite 
j^iir*—-,--After this p/efic^, I shall takeylm 
pdldkatlons, upon which 1 mean to xtrat^ 
R’^ > ' , 




one hy ooe» beginoing with 
which relates to the acateU^m France, , 

SGARCIty IN FftANCE, _ 

I shall first 'ias^t the ahoye-inentioned 
artidle from the Courier^ Tepeatiijg here, 
that i deem'ihC'subject of great impoit- 
^hce> Tl« article is iutended to deceive 
ibe people of this couota^ as to several 
points. It is intended to maJee thetH( he* 
Jieye, amongst other things, that the state 
of France is such, that a little longer con- 
lionance of the war will totally ruin her, 
and overset Napoleon# It is, in short, in* 
tended to delude the people of Fngltmd to 
their infinite injury. It is intendedMo aid 
in the destruction of all that remains of friee* 
dom. It has ali sorts of wicked purposes 
in view; and, ttierefore, I shall go into aii 
ample exposure of it.——“ The fact of a 
“ great scarcity in Fraute, not onljrin Nor- 
mandy, but in every other part/^ rests, 
“not only .upon the authority ef private 
“ letters, but isoonfessed'by Buonapabte 
“ himself in the ans%vers to the Deputies 
“ from the different Electoral Colleges of 
“France. Some persons may be asto* 
“ nistied at the frankness of this confession, 
“ but the fact, we understand, is this 
In reading the Addresses of the Electoral 
“ Colleges, as published in the Mmiteur^ 
** one might conceive that (here was nothing 
“ but happiness, prosperity, and abundance, 
“a mild Cavern merit, and a contented 
“ people, throughout France. One is iia- 
“ turally, therefore, surprised at many of 
“ the answers returned to them, ansjvers 
“ which so ill correspond with the fenorof 
“ the AddrAses. But these Addresses 
‘Wbas'e been the means of conveying to 
Buonaparte language and information 
“ of a very different nature from that cm- 
“ leaned in our public speecf^s. They 
“ have told him ol the general narcity that 
“ prevails; of the disconicnl.^t has be^n 
“ produced by a war tliat renders aconti- 
“ nuance and aggravation of lhe*public mi- 
“.sery certain; they have represented to 
“ lam that by the drain of the conscription 
“ laws, the land is chi^y cultivated, by 7vo* 
•“ mm (a factupori which our readers may 
“ J, and, therefore, inadequately culti- 
“ vakeel in eonfflpqiiencrof the feebleness of 
“ the, bands that calui^ate it,# compared 
“ with those of the other sex. T’kese facls 
(he ji^dressitrs have caminunicaled to 
“ him, ihd he touches Ufmn them in hjs 
“ answers,. He promises them an abtai- 
danf harve^l t having al- 

“ ready aggrayated^ Ihe ^isifihg scarcity, 


“ hy sending jp^lo apj^iythe magaalnes 
“lor his armies in.Gehnaiity, wliefe (here 
■ M is the samn scarcity as ^n-Francci he will 
“ drain the country the produce of the 
next harvest, should it be ahOodant, to 
I “ Jeed the same armies. FMit^i’that thei^ 
h a dispositim to tmd ipimdi, 

“ a diseffhe/i^iaa to his person tc^ygoyerpi- 
“ ment, he bids them beware of cIvH dis> 
“ sensions, a<^ warns them, that notfamg 
“ can recompense a nation for the calaml- 
“ ties attadied to a rcvolutipn ; with the 
“ truth of which the peopkb of France 
must, of course, he deeply impressed, by 
“ the Calamity, consequent upon theFrencli 
“ revolution, of having him for their Sove- 
“ reign, with the Iliad of woes he has ep” 
“ tailed and wiM‘ still entail upon theih. 

Finding, too, that there is a deep haired 
“ of the war with this coitnlry^ he attempts 
“ to remove it by the repetition of hisipro* 
“ mise, that the ocean shall be free, and 

“ that he is giving the law to us.”-- 

The objects of this paragraph are,, to per¬ 
suade the people of Englaud, that there are 
great miseries existing in France from the 
scarcity of grain; that the people suffer 
terribly from the war; that^hey, accord¬ 
ingly, detest Buonaparte; and, that we 
have only to go on, only to push on, with 
the war for another year, or so, and we 
shall overthrow him and get rid, at once, 

pf all our dangers.-Such are the objects 

of this ppblicatij^m aod suA have been 
the objects of thousands and hundreds of 
ilRfDsands of publications, since "the Anti- 
jacobinS began the war against France 
in 1793. They do not now foretel the 
fall of the French ruler on account of 
tlie assignats, as they did during the first 
four yehrs of . the v»ar, and as was done 
by Sir Francis DTvernois and Mallet 
du Pan. .No: they^do not rest their 
hopes any longer upon the gjiu of the fi¬ 
nances of Fraiioe; theyhjjp^ not tbe impa- 
deuce to do this, whiie it is notorious, that 
Franee abounds in gold and silver coin^ 
part of which consists of the guineas which 
have etnigrated from England to avoid 
she society of our paper.' olliey have 
not, the impudence to do this; but, tetdly, 
lhat which is attempted in'the above para¬ 
graph is not much less impudent.--Wc 

are told, that, if*we look at the Addressers 
of the Electoral Colleges, as published in 
tlic Moniie^-j we should conceive that all 
was Content and happiness in France. But, 
says the hirding, you mus^ pay no atten- 
tipi^ to tbeijii tiecause it is. a fam, i^on 
iyhuit jrou ajay refy, that the Addressers 
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'* 

havptol^ Boofu^ttd of th« 
cpui^try »iid ttr'drtconteiifii. 
itacW, what an ilisult jg this to thi; 

What an opinion mugt thig sutn nave of 
j:fae hul|c of his readers I )ifow ck>^ he 
hhow; how can hf hnowii what the Ad-, 
dfisSers said to Buoitap^rtA in pfiyate? 

came he admiuod into the' of 

the Emperor ? The attei^pe at im 
is too glaring to succeed with any hiit the 
most stupid and iiiost credttlous part of the 
rotninunity^; but, of such is the mass pf his 
readers composed; poorApnh i whci^ Com-, 
fort consists prindpaliy In hejikying lie^ 
-i—But, there is as tnuch folly as false¬ 
hood in this publicatidn ; for, if the Eotpo- 
ror thought it necessary to disguise from 
the World, to keep out &f the Moniteurj 
what the Addressers tojd him about the 
distresses and discontents of the people, 
how comes he to have caused to be publish¬ 
ed his own observations made to the Ad¬ 
dressers, insvhich he speaks of his people’s 
distresses ? How comes he to have done 


highttr priccd'here ^h^n ft h in Frtiwos So 
that, perftttps, bread is full as dear, if not 
somkwfaar dearer in Paris than it is*in pin'- 
dofl't hot, I imagine, that the difTerence' 
eannot be very material; an^, it is always 
to be borne in mind, that Napoleon has the 
poWer-of drawing Trom the North Of Eu¬ 
rope whatever gi^in can there be , spyred, 
vyhije we shall now 1^ slun. out fro that, 
quarter, and, in all human probability, 
froin' the AmericanStales also. — - ■We are 
told by this writer, ihat corn rahst be sent 
from France for the armies in Germany, 
Not, ’ surely, to Pomerilhia and Poland ; 
not surely to the borders of that Baltic^ 
whence the epm used to come to England 
in such abitifdance ? Tins is nonsense; 
hut, if it were true, is it likely that provi¬ 
sions will be sent from France for the sup¬ 
port of the French armies out of France, in 
a greatcr'’prpportioa than we do and shall 
send provisions to our armies in tiie Penin- 


this? He is, according to -this good hire 
ling, afraid that the world should know 
that he has been told of the distresses; 
while, attliri^aine time, he voluntarily in¬ 
forms the world of the most pinching part 
of those distresses ! - This only Wants 
pointing out to men of sense, to be seen in 
its true light.——The most interesting 
point is, however, the nature and ekteiit of 
the distressesquestion^ and, first, as to 
the scarcity of corn, and consequent dear¬ 
ness of bread, which is a very iSipoftam 
article of food every where, but especially 
in France, where the body-[Reserving, the 
filth-creating, and soul-degrading root, the 
potaioe, is known only to be loathed. That 
bread is dear in FrAice tliere can be no 
doubt; but, is that a proof either of the 
badness of the government or of the disaf¬ 
fection of ihoi^neoplc? That the'dear loaf 
is a great recfuriing officer in insurrections 
I know very well; b9t, is bread cheap in 
England; and w ill •this writ^ say, that the 
people ought to be, or are, disairected to¬ 
wards the government ? We are told, 
that the price of bread at Paris is 4^ sotrs 3 
pound, which is just about pence" Eng-; 
lish inone)' (sterling); and this is aboUl 
half the price of bread, at this luonaeati in 
London, where it is rathir nioro thati ^l 
pence a pounds There isy to be sure) a 
dti&rence in the value of tlie Anney of tlfttr 
two countries. We pay (brhur hreaijjh 
ptaper-currency, which is depreciateiI about 
30 per centum; but, still our bread is abijmt ; 
70 per cerndm deaper than it is in FrSnCiSi 
We must, howeverj not omit to notice, 


sula and the Mediterranean? Why, this 
wise-acre forgets our fleet apparently, where 
we have to maintain about 150,000 men 
from the produce of these Islands, and that, 
loo, in a way necessarily the most wasteful 
that can be imagined. Yet, these writers 
do not seem to make any account of what 
the people of England and Ireland must 
suffer from this cause. Their, compassion 
is confined, seemingly, to the French. Oh ! 
they are monstrous hypocrites! And, they 
may be vvcll satisfied, that, however they 
inny.sji,cceed in cheating the people of Eng¬ 
land, they will have no succqjs in cheating 
the people of France, who remember, that, 
in spite of all the hatred now expflBSFd 
against Buonaparte, we once ;made peace 
with him; and they will believe, that our 
hatred of lim arises principally from our 
fear of him*: that is to say, from our fear of 
the power »1 France; gnd ihm, I take it, is 
no verf Solid reason for his being disliked 
by the people of that country, so famed for ’ 

their love pf glory and conquest.--We 

come now to a fact, which, one would have 
supposed, that even no hirelirtg would have, 
had the assurance to state. It is this: ihat, in 
Gonsequence of ciie ^ain of men, occasioned 
by the war, the landan France, is chiefly cul- 
tivated by women 1 Mark this fact, reader! 

The land is chiefly cultivated by women;"' 
says tltc hireling, this is “ a fact u{kn' 
i^i^hieh but readers may rely!’’-——This 
lit -Worthy of particular notice, as being a 
striking specimen of tl»c imposture Uf these 
; ffifed wfiters and of tine cvcdulity pf this 
ngtiou, the g'eat mass ot whom appear 


>ojUTi€%; 

«erer Jiff ai^ » 

sess uJffle of Abe eapi4i| fetlhe 

ijeteciion of falsehMd»rrr^t<4^ Wf tbh 

fact by tbe ieat of 

vpog wbicb i&e readefSilbf the Gourier are 

told they iWay sfitlyv'* ' The asscitor pro¬ 
duces nO proof of it, iHe does not pretcpd 
to hswe been in France hhnscir; nor doM 
he pi^Uce any ev ideoce, not even the evi¬ 
dence of fabricated letters or dispatches. 
Weli, tbeo< he hasbo grounds for his asser¬ 
tion, and I might dismiss it at once as 
false ; but, considering that its object and 
tendency are to deceive the peopte as to the 
real state of France, and to encourage fhem 
to approve of a dbntinuance of the #aT with 
a viebr to produce the dOWnfaU of Buonl- 
ftarte, I will oBei* a few fi^ther remarks 
tipon the subjectT--——Ttie war, we are 
sold, has so drained France of men, that 
the land is now chiefly cultivated by vvo- 
men. Now, reader, please to ^ttend to a 
few facts. Napoleon, agreeably to the re¬ 
port laid be fore the Senate last year, has 
*00,000 men in arms. We are novr to 
consider what h the population out of 
which this number of men is taken and 
bept up, The pppulatiort of France alone, 
before the ^revolution, was 26 millions. 
JEvery one knows, that population keeps 
pace with food; and. When We consider the 
immense Wastes, parks, pleasure grounds, 
■&C. that have, during the last 20 years, 
been brought into cultivation: When we 
<onsider the effect of dividing large tfsiates 
into small parcels, and making such an 
amazing; augmentation in the number erf 
land proprii;|ors, all Cultivating their own 
aoH; wh^ we consider that from 2 to 
bishops, priests, monks, and nuns, 
•who could not marry, and who possessed a 
jood third part of the land and other pro¬ 
perty of the kingdom, have i^de way for 
multitudes of fathers, mothers, and chil- 
dren, now |ed by the producebf that sattie 
land; when we consider these things, it is 
impossible not to conclude, ihat*the popula¬ 
tion of France herself, if we w#re to go no 
'liirfher, is greatly increased. But, let us 
, «upbose k to have remained stationaiy, and 
<p ile;elill What it was before the reyolu- 
4JpU 5 ttof Is Je say, ‘i ** tnounis tp 

no more than 26imiliiohs of people. This 
2>cirig the ease, France furnishes I man ia 
arms oW of every 3^ of her people.-—- 
. And now, tlien let us see what this king¬ 
dom*, this “^Uoiicd Kingdom of Great Brt- 
*• tain’ ind Irelandthis kingdom with a 
Tpugnante, .wd W'Ium has, in the bombast 
of the news-pap^s, an ** Imperial Parlia- 
ment;” 1ft «s sCe what this kingdom 


!4B« 

liuliisliiei mtb in arms: becanse; tfws 
find that it himishes mate in, proportion 
IbanFr^does, and if we see that the 
csihivation of the land has not (alien: upon 
the wbmen in this kinldomv We shall'tbenr 
haye pretty good proof of ,the falsehowl 
what the Courier a^ 
the present employment of the Wonien^ ip 
Fmnce.-—--rThe poj^lati^ of this kiUg^ 
dom, including ecitigrants, blacks, lamars, 
and Germans, together with all the birds 
of passage for ever coming into and going 
aout of ^it; including all these, our popula¬ 
tion may, perhaps, be swelled up to nearly 
15 millions. Now, according to the army 
estimates of last year, we had in the Regu¬ 
lar Army, including llie embodied Militia, 
.382 thousand men; ,and, In the navy, 145 
thousand, making, togeMier, 527,000 men. 
In some of our boastiug accounts, published 
in the news-papers, they have been called 
640,000 men. But 527,000 we paid for. 
Some few thousands rnore^ indeed; but, 
let us be within compass. Now, tbcti, vre 
shall irnd, thattbis kingdom (would it had 
a short name!); We Shall find that this 
kingdom furnishes 1 man in arms out of 
every 284- of its people; We slifSTi find, that 
while the Bmperor of France calls for one 
man out of 32^ of his subjects, our king 
calls for one man out of 284 of his subjects; 


that the 


drain 


of men is 


we shall find, 

•one seventh greater upon our 
tion thatr it is upon that of the French ; 
an4» a| we know very well,, that this 
drain .has not thrown upon the women 
the cultivation of the land in Eng¬ 
land, sve must, if we wouhf be thought 
rational men,, conclude, that this story 
about jheculiivaifon of the land in Fi'ance 
by women is a falffehood; a sheer inven¬ 
tion for the purpose of deceiving the people 
of this equntry, and of.favouring the views 
of those who delight in ^r, because it 

enriches thenf and their*^ families.- 

“ Blit," ‘exclaims tBe reader, “ you have 
Oh! no, 1 have not fur- 


tv 


:en 

gotten T 1 have not forgotten that Old 
France contains but a part 0 (f that popala-' 
\ion, out of which Napoleoir draws his 
800,000 men; 1 liave not forgotten, that 
he is king of Italy, that lloUand and Bra* 
bant and the Hans Towns and part of Ger¬ 
many belong to" his empire ; and that he 
hoi only dr^s, troops from all these, but 
froi^ the more distant parts of Europe go¬ 
verned by severelghs his allies. Oh 1 no; 
l hav|i not forgotten riiat his empire coh- 
taios tipwaf^; of 46,000,000 of people, 
instead oT 26 i 6 (Kl,pop; but I had a mind 
to shew liow the coTtiparisoii stood with 



Futaice aloaei^ in <M^er to this tdi^iag 
tlffi <«>tnpl<it«i]r to sfi^ine,--^—Tafee^ 
ihi^t; Nap^^^s empfns at 40,000,000 of 
pCopleit whi^ is fai^ within bounds, and 
yoti wiii find, that he takes but one man 
in arms out of every SO of bis people ; 
wliile our king takes one man in arms out 
of every 28| of bis people! And yet, 
this hireling has the impudence to attempt 
to make us believe, that the drain of men 
in France has thrown the cultivation of the 
laud upon the women! If scarcity and 
discontent be produced In France by a" 
drain of one out of fifty, what must the 
drain of one of twenty •eight and a half 
produce ? Thus does this hireling strike 
into the bowels of his otvn government, 
when he Is aiming the blow at that of* 
Napoleon. But, such is the desire to 
decry the government of France; so eager 
the desire to make the people het'ie.hielieve 
that the French- are slaves, tbakithe con¬ 
sequence of such eiibrts to our gotdmment 
are wholly overlooked.—So much for 
this fact, upon which, he says, his readers 
may rely,—Let us now go to another.' 
He tells i-LSj, that Buonaparte finds, that 
there is a disposition to discontent and 
tumult, and a disaSection to his person 
and government.” No proof of this is 
attempted; but, it is hiuted, that this is 
likely on account of the woes, as they are^ 
called, w'hich Buonaparte has brought* 
upon France. I should iike to Hear these 
woes described in detail. Was k a woe 
to rid France of the government of the Di¬ 
rectory? But, the tough fact is, we made 
' peace sritb this man, a^ I saw his name 
shining in a transparency over the head! of 
a most loyal Lord Ma);pr of Londonr in the 
Guildhall. Aye, and we s*aid, FUt him¬ 
self said it, that under Buonaparte France 
had become a couirtfy fit to live upon terms 
of amity wiifiV What aj-e these woes 
then ? What does tlys Iliad pf woes” 
mean? Has France experienced any con¬ 
vulsions since we so applauded JBluona- 
parte? Has she suffered any particular 
miseries during this war? Has she dis>« 
covered any*symptoms of weakness? Has> 
she been beaten,* or has she sustained any* 
disgrace?-^-—These questions wiff call to 
the mind of the reader that career of glory 
which Frahce has run during the present 
war, since the time that Napoleon was an 
object of our pra'de; apd bardy to thirdt of 
that career is su^cient to convince any one 
of the folly of supposing that there can 
exist, in France, any disaffection to l|te 
person and government of the Emperor, 
is Stated, in conclusion^ that JJa* 


polesn finds, that tfati^lj%‘ 

deep hatrw. of the waV wUh-thfs C 0 nn<- 
“ tty.'*' No proof again! These hire¬ 
lings do'not deal in proof or argument; 
assertioit is tlteir gifi'; and that they* da» 
hOf spare. ‘ That the people of France may • 
wish in end to the war is very probable ;, 
and the more so, as there are not, and can¬ 
not be, many families,comparatively ,fatten- 
inguponwar. The war does not cost the sub¬ 
jects of Napoleon more than about one-fifth 
as much per head as it costs ns. Yet, I d» 
not say, that they dp not wish for peace. 
They know that they can be secure in 
peace. They know that t|jey will be in no 
danger of being subdued in peace.- But, f 
have not been able to discover in them any 
objection to a nvar with ps.’ The war ap¬ 
pears to be very popular, and always baa 
so appeared. "When the Courier pr^ucea 
us any proofs of the contrary, it will be 

time enough to believe what he Says.- 

Thus have 1 gone through this miserable 
attempt at deceiving the people. I see 
such things almost daily in the hireling 
prints; and I know that they have, in 
part, their intended effect; but, one can¬ 
not bs constantly employed in exposing 

them.-These, and such as these, are 

tile means, or, rather, one set of the 
means, by which the nation has been 
•brought to its present desperate state ; into 
a state, where it hardly expects triumph 
in war, and fears to m-ake peace. A cor¬ 
rupted press has been tbe instrument of 
continual deception for 20 years. It 
rather more than 20 years since it began its 
work of delusion. France, fram the early 
part of the year 17112, was, by al L-th* 
hired part of the English press (much the* 
largest part), represented either as just 
going to pieces, or hostile to her rulers. 
The assigna.s serv^ as the foundation for 
predictions jof her rain for three or four 
years; then she was fo be devoui-ed by 
factions; then she was to be subdued by 
SnwaroH: then the j^rench were to retuni 
peaceably th theBpurboQS| and be as gentle 
as we ourselves. Every year, every month, . 
had its prediction. They all proved false; “ 
apd we have had to pay the price df our 
owh foljy in believfcig them; andtoMn- 
sion the pipphets into the bargain. This 
was rather hard ;* but we deserved it* 
D'lverhois’ penshm ought to be remem- 
b|^d iu long as the word pension is un¬ 
derstood In the world. This man, who is 
a Swir.;mr, I believe, wrote and puhlisJijed 
numerous pamphlets upon the finances of 
Fiance; all of them intend tt^^ake th 4 . 
p4ple (»untry believej||hat, u« 
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consequence of their iwvertyj the Erendi 
would be fioinpelled at leasts 

to draw iheoBselves nfithio fieir former 
iiinits, and’to recal thi House of ^ ® 

AU his ’predictions failed t but he himself 
dkhnot fail ; for he obtained from the mi¬ 
nister,' Pilt^. whom he constantly extolled 
to the skies, a knighthood ; and, which was 
a great deal worse for us, a pension of 
.fflOO. a year, which he has been rcceiv* 
ing .ever since October, 18{^. Of a si* 
inilar sort was the pamphlet of thO Rev. 
Herbert Marsh ; anci he has had, since 
May, 1804, a pension of JE’5l4. a year ! 
Thus, has this Ration not only be«a de¬ 
ceived by these writers; but it has paid, 
and is stilt paying, most dearly, tlie per¬ 
sons who were the instrum^ts in the de¬ 
ception. And these are amongst the be- 
ue(jts that we derive frotii this press ! 


RIOTS IN ENGLAND. 

When the hireling of the CouRiea was 
writing so blithely about the scarcity in 
France, and about the disaifection towaids 
the Emperor and his famity, it little 
thought how soon it would have to give 
account of transactions like those at Man¬ 
chester, Carlisle, Bristol, Truro, Leeds, 
Ifcc. He hoped, I suppose, like the hire¬ 
ling of the Times news-paper, that he 
should have “ no such disturbances to re- 
“ cord, but those which would take place 
“ in France.” This brave, liberal, and 
a cliristian-like hope luis been disappoint¬ 
ed ; and these hired personages ha'te heen 
compelled tifrecord distresses and dislurb- 
aiteiS' in England, instead of distresses 
and disturbances in France.——^The ac¬ 
counts which I rayseif have received, from 
Carlisle, where the poor woniajii Was shot, 
and from Manchester, where some of th^ 
jieople were sabred, are ‘veuy .different 
indeed fromthose published by thoTiMES 
and ihq Courier. Biit, 1 do<not choose 
“to make use of my own intelligence. I do 
not choose to expose myself to*the charge 
,of .sending exaggerated statements to tlic 
•Continents of Europe and America. 
syiH tiflee the accounts, which the hirelings 
thetmelves have been’* pleased to gi ve us; 
aud Jet the srofJd judge from .theat. 
There has'C been riots at Mancliester, Car¬ 
lisle, and other pfa^ At all, but tlie 
first, on account m the high price of prij- 
visioos; at Maochiistef, on account of an 
aiicrapt td send' a sflattcring address to the 
I’riiice Regent. This^ ^ most in- 

teresiiag topic,} and* I shall, accordingly, 
cuter into it vei^ 


whole of -the cimtmstances may be vveU 
understood in every paW . Of ,the world. 
-—-The .order, hi which I propose to 
proceed is tlm ; firat, to insert accounts of 
the riots arising from the high price of pro* 
visloos; second, to make such remarks 
upon those accounts as may appear neces-, 
sary; third, to insert the accounts of the 
riot at Mancliester; and, fourth, to take 
the commentaritts of the hired writers' 
thereon, and answer those commentaries. 

* Riot-AT Bristoi.. 

“A Gentleman just arrived in toWn 
From Bristol, informs us, that some 
disturbances took place in that city, 
“the last market‘day, on account of the 
“dearness of provisiops. Potatoes had 
“ been on the rise for some time previous; 
p*' and the farmers who had several wag- 
“ gon-loads at the market, were attempt- 
“ ing advance their price, when a mob 
“ assettlbitd, and threateh^ them with 
“ their vengeance. Some of the respcct- 
“ able inhabitants of the town in cunse- 
quence interfered, and endeavoured to 
“ appease the mob by promififog to pre- 
“ vail on the farmers to sell the potatoes 
“ at the price of the previous market day. 
“ In this they were unsuccessful; and the 
that the mob seized 
spite of every oppo- 


“ consequence was, 
“ the provisions in 
sition, and either 
“ away tlie whole*” 
1812. . 


destroyed or carried 
Times, 11th April, 


Riot at Carlisle. 

'Mn treating upon the subject of the 
riot, it is otlr intention merely to state 
the teading facts.. The late proceedings 
“ of the popuface,* we believe, originated 
“ in three causes; The very low wages of 
“ our manufacturing poor, the dearness of 
“ every necessary article oi’life, and the 
“ late aruficial scai;(;iiy, which has been 
“ produced by agents from Liverpool, See., 
“ who .have bought up, at very advanced 

“ prices, all the grain in the market.-- 

*‘,On Saturday last the brba^ corn was 
“bought up in a few .tninutes; conse- 
4‘ qucntly many of the Ireads of families 
“ were disappointed, and obliged to return 
“ home empty.* Apprehensions being en- 
“'tertained that the same agents were at 
“ work in buying up potatoes, some carts 
“ loaded, were seized by the populace, who 
“ sold them at -.educed prices. Early on 
“ Monday looming great quantities of corn 
“ were brought from depots of the com 
“ buyers to the port of Sandsfield, liv^ 
“ mii^s distant. The. populace, unable 
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“ to endure the sight of so oioch grain 
“ passing by their doors, whilst theni> 

“ selves and families were in want, pro- 
“ ceeded to the vessels, and prcssed seve- 
ral carts, loaded them, and were about 
“ to retnrn, when the Magistrates and the 
“ soldiers of the 55th arrived. We un- 
“ derstand that the Magistrates, after hav- 
“ ing promised that the markets m future 
“ should be duly regulated, and the piopo- 
“ sitions of advancing the wages of the ma- 
“ nufacturing poor, should have their coii- 
“ sideration, the popullcc relinquished* 

“ their booty and returned home.-The 

“ populace appeared perfectly satisfied with 
“ the assurances of the Magistrates, who 
“ are said to have promised to use every 
“ exertion to prevent forestalling. All* 
“ terminated quietly at Sandsfield. except 
“ that some of the Magistrates and Officers 
“ were assailed in the suburbs on tlieir 
“ return, by w'omen and boys with a few 
“ stones. The soldiers were marched up 
“ to the market-place^ and followed by an 
“ immense concourse of people ; many, no 
“ doubt, attracted by curiosity. Some of 
“ the Offi«ass were hissed and hooted at 
“ on their retiring, when they suddenly 
“ wheeled, drew their swords, and ran to 
their men, who were still under arms, 
“ and ordered them lo clear away Ihe po~ 
“ palace, BY WHICH MANY WER? 
“ WOUNDED. The mob, as if momen- 
“ tarily appalled, did not farther incota- 
“ mode them, and the Officers •went to 
“ mess, leaving the soldiers under arms. 
“ After the lapse of a few minutes, the 
“ populace assembled in great numbers 
“ before the mess-room, broke the win- 
“ dows, and threatesed vengeanct! to the 
“Officers. On this'the Riot Act was 
“ read. Some rounds, it is stated, were 
“ afterwards fired,* by WHICH’ A WO- 
“MAN WA*S KILLED, [said, in other 
“ papers, to have bsen with child] and 
.“ SEVERAL MEN WOUNDED ; and 
“ most of the houses in the market-place 
“ exhibited some mark of the firing.—- 
“ On Tuesd'ay the examination of ihirt)»- 
“ eight persons *was held, who, with tile 
“ exception of' two or thrw, who were 
“ charged* with having tmown stones, 
“ were all discharged. *OnJtbat day the 
“ Coroner's Inquest was takfti on the un- 
‘‘ fortunate woman, when life Jury, after 
** long deliberation "and continued fliffer* 
“ ences of opinion, returned a verdict of 
“ accidental death.—^All is iv>w quiet.,'* 

Riot in Cobnwall. , 

“ Truro, April 11 .—We observed last 
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“ week some symptoms of ^mmbtion 
“ among the Mbiers; the first and i^t 
“ pernidous effect of which was, to alarm 
“ the farmers and dealers in grain, potar' 

“ toes, &c. and to check the open salewnd 
“ free circulation of provisions through the 
“ country; and, the action and re-action 
** of the two evils heightening each other, 

“ till Saturday and Sunday last, the work- 
“ men at several of the mines then resolved 
“ to Slop worjfing till they were supplied. 

“ This could not be done at the moment. 

“ They assembled in groups of coiisider- 
“ able numbers, iu the quarter between 
“ Redruth and Truro, ani^ then dispersed 
“ over the country with their empty sacks, 

“ to purchase corn among the farmers. 

“ On Monday about ngod, they began to 
“ enter Truro, not in crowds or riotously, 

“ but scaiteringly. Very few *of them 
“ looked like failiers of families.—Indeed, 

“ the far«greater part of them were boys, 

“ youths, and no small number oi'bal 
“girls (as the girls are called who Work 
“ about the mines) and seemed rather to, 
“ have come in from the effect of curiosity 
“ and idleness; having been thrown idle 
“ by the stopping of the works, at the in- 
“ stigation of some of those amongst them 
“ who are not distinguished for the best 
“ conduct on other occasions. However, 
“ we must do them the justice to say, we 
“ could not have conceived so many of 
“ them would quit their work under such 
“ circumstances, and shew less irritation, 
“ or do so little mischief. We are not 
“ singular iu this opinion. Tiie precau- 
“ tionary measures taken, add the appre- 
“ hensions they gave rise to, furmft^lie 
“ most serious part of the business. Thb 
“ leading men in must of the populcms pa- 
“ rishes, bad already, as we have said, 
“ exerted themselves to meet the evil, and 
“ apply 41 possible relief.—^—The next 
“ duty of Magistracy* v\’as 16 protect pro- 
“ perty and pre*serve the public peace, and 
“ that, rather by awing the turbuleqt, 
“ than cohtending with them. With this 
“ view, our worthy High Sheriff signed 
“ an order /of the march of a part of Ihf 
“ Monmouth and Brecon regiment, under 
Sir Samuel Fludj'er, from Falmouth to 
“ Redruth.——All was quiet to-tfay at 
“ Redruth market, where, however, about 
100 of the Welch regiment still conlimte, 
4* and the temainder having returned to 
“ Falmouth, with the arms of the StftH- 
“ nary Arlillery regiment, to be lodged in 
“ f^ndennis Castle. A letter reeeivM this 
^ evening from a' tvspectablc friend in 
U Hlogan, says, that all the Miners are 








** retarned to tlietr doty. All that can be “ the seiibbliiijr tniH and weaving shops, 

*‘ doBe, is done or doing already. Two aiid matedally iojured t^e machinery, 
“Jarge cargoes of Ainericaf flour now in and wantonly damaged a quantity of warp 
*^ Faltt)outh, arc expected to be landed “ ready for the loom, destroyed not merely 
“ tl*erej and several other cargoes are also “ the glass of the window, but the frames, 

“ expected from America, besides Barley “ Which were of cast iron, the windows of 
** froth other {Jftirta. The miners may de- the dye-houses, the counting-house, and 
“ petvd upon it. that the Magistrates are even the dwelling-houses contiguous to 
doing ail in their power to relieve them “ the worksltop shared the same fate.—rAt 
on the one hand, and on the other to “ the commencement of these dreadful out- 
“ punish the l ingkaders in any further dis- “ rages, a detachment from the main body 
orders, and preserve peace and security “ invested the dweUing-house occupied by 
“ at aoy rate." . ; '•'** Mr. Foster’s sons; they literally shiver- 

ed the door in pieces, and broke both the 
' Rjots^ in Yokkshire. » “ window and frame, proceeded to the 

Zeetfs, April 11 .— Last Sunday night, “ lodging-room of the young men, aixl dc- 
“ about twelve o'clock, a number of armed “ tnanded the keys of the building, under 
“men, with ttteijr faces cohered, entered '“pain of instant death. They dragged 
“ the workshop of Mr. Smitli, of Snowgate- “twooftlicm out ol bed, and tied them 
M head,‘near Holmfirtb, in the neighbour- “together, making them lie, naked upon 
“ hood of Hudderslield, and broke all his “ the floor: the other they compelled-to 
“ dressing-frames and shears. They pro- “ accompany them with the keys, but this 
“ ceeded from thence to Horn Coat, about “last outrage was quite unnecessary, as 
a mile distant, entered the dressing shop “ many practicable breaches had been al- 
“ of Mr. Jos. Brook, and not content with “ ready made in the building, and a cou- 
“ breaking his frames and shears, which “ siderable progress made in the work of 
they entirely destroyed, they broke and “destruction. The dwellii^Tlipuse occu- 
** demolished his household furniture and “ pied by the book-keeper was also broken 
** all the windows. From thence they pro- “into, and his family treated with the 
“ ceeded to items, near Honley, about three “most brutal violence; and to complete 
“ miles further, where they arrived about “ the full measure of their guilt, they af- 
Vtwo o’clock, and entered the workshop of- “ terwards set fire to the building, but 
“ Mr. James Brook, and broke one frame, which was happily extinguished, after 
** which was all he had, and which bad “ their dkparturep before it communicated 
** been taken down about five weeks. At “to the main body of the building, but 
“ the earnest entreaty of Mr. Brook, they “ not before very considerable damage bad 
“were prevailed upon not to break, his “ been done,—These lawless.qipn having 
“ shears.-—We regret to have to record one “ accomplished their object, assembled in 
. “ jpf .the worst cases which has occurred “a iieigbbouring field, when the leader 
siiice the coniniencetnent of that terrible “ called over their qumbers, to which each 
“ system of depredation, which has spread “ individual answered. Having ascertain- 
“ aiann through this iBanufocturltig dis- “ ed that their whole number was there, 
“ irict, both as it respects the number “said, ‘.‘the work is'done, all is well, 
“■concerned in it, and ihbir ^yanton and “ disperse;” which order was obeyed.” 

“ omrageousiconduft.—OuThursdaynight. . ^ 

“ abmii 12 o’clock, the eitcnsi^c cloth nia- Such are the accounts that have been 
“ nufliciory o| Mr.Joseph Faster, of Hor- published respecting these riots. It was 
* bury, near Wakefield, was^urrounded natural enough lor the Editor of the Times 
“ by a large body of armed men, who, ^o express his disappointment at having to* 
♦ “ after securing all the approaches to the record riots of this sort in England, when 
“ irfefoises, proce^jded to break iitio that Jje so fondly and humanely hoped that he 
“ part of Uie mill appeopriated to the dres- should have 4o record no disturbances, cx- 
sing of clmh, wliere they coiupletely cle- cqjt such a^^ would take place in France, 
“ stxpyed alf the shearl and iraUics; the ——Whemihe Courier hireling was paiut- 
“ formeir>prcre not merely snipped, but ab- ing the misejy of France as arising in part 
“ Suluiel^ brtAen in pfoeps.. They tfi^n out at th^ sending of corn out of the coun- 
“ dmanifsted all if try to feed^the '-■.rmies, he did not, 1 dare 

‘‘ actuated by ifee most diabolical frenzy, say, imagine, that he should so soon' have 
broke iirto thdie p«ris^d^ to f ecord, iHat the people of Carlisle had 

“ against-wbich these depredators do not endeavoured tO; prevent corn and potatoes 
^^p|■yltlld tp have any ground rI pofflpfohit,,' fiqm bein|'shipped away from their part of 
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the couittTy.i'^'*—'This may opfcrate as a 
caution to the falreiings in future; who, 
when they are contriving against Napoleon, 
slioold, at any rate, take care, that they do 

notistrike their friends.-—There appears 

to have been some serious work at Carlisle. 
We are told, that “• many were wounded’' 
before the attack upon the mess-room; 
and that, afterwards, “ a woman was killed, 
several men wounded, and that most of 
the houses in the market-place exhibited 
f * some marks of firing."——Now, seeing 
that this was the case, and seeing that spH 
diers are called out upon all such occasions, 
as at Nottingham, Manchester, &c. 1 beg 
leave to suggest to the hirelings of the Times, 
the Post, and the Courier, whether they 
are not rather indiscreet in railing so vehe*- 
mently against the use of troops for similar 
purposes in France; seeing, that ignorant 
people, the lower classes,” the “ popu- 
“ lace,” the “ niob,” may not be able to 
see why the invectives made use of against 
the employment of a military force in that 
country should not be applicable to tlie em¬ 
ployment of a military force, for similar 
purposeSiB-JiUthis country. 1 beg leave to 
suggest this to these hirelings. The invec¬ 
tive against Napoleon is, of course, very 
good, and against our government good for 
nothing; but, the ignorant part of the peo¬ 
ple, the “ lower classes,” may not be able' 
to discern the grounds of the distinction; 
-and, therefore, 1 should think, fhat, just at 
this time, if the hirelings should hear of 
such an use being made of soldiers in 
France, they will do well to say as little as 
possible upon the subject: for, as to de¬ 
fending, or excusing, any'thing done by 
Napoleon, that is qujte out of the question. 

--Napoleon’s is called a “military des- 

“ fiotism.” Upon some other occasion 1 
will inquire into* the meaning of these 
words. 1 will shew what g “ military des- 
“poiism” is. At pi^sent, I haye not time 
for that.——The.TiiflES, jn speaking of 
* the extent of the danger from the riots, 
coolly observes; “ we would not wish the 
** public to apprehend more from them, or 
“ in theifiV ihatt ihere really is. They are 
“ mere Mob Riots, which, .resulting from 
“ dis9tderly Jorce^ are to beVuppressed by | 
a force lhal is ordered^ euiJl organized." 
With what perfect coolnes^ with what 
sang-froid; with what a disregard of the 
lives of the people . this must h^vtr been 
written i The man who wrote this must 
look upon the mass of the people as little 
better thaa brutes, and must regard* the 
soldiers as raised and kept in pay for the 
purpose of making war upon them. You 



hear frhoa him ho expression of SoiTWfw at 
the death of thk poor womans who has, 
perhaps, left a family of children. 
defiance en’^is part ; all hostility towards 
the people. Is this the sort of feeling that 
an Englishman ought to have upon the pe¬ 
rusal of news like this ? He, alas t knows 
not what it is to feel hunger, and to hear 
children crying for bread. 

Riots AT Makchester. 

The account given of this riot [as it is 
called) is as follows, in the form of a letter 
to the Editor’ of the Courier, dated Man¬ 
chester, 8th April, and yublished in that ‘ 
paper of the 10th instant. 

Sir—As various and exaggerated ac- 
“ counts wilUno doubt.g&t into circulation 
“ respecting the unpleasant occurrences 
“ here to-day, I lake the liberty of send- 
“ ing you a statement, upon the truth of 
“ which.you may depend. Abouta fort- 
“ night since, a requisition most respect- 
“ ably signed by 154 of the principal inha- 
“ bitants, was addressed to the Borough- 
** reeve and Constables, “ to convene a 
“ public Meeting of the Inhabitants of the 
“ towns of Manchester^ Salford., and the 
“ neighbourhood, to prepare a dutiful and 
“ loyal Address to his Roytd Highness the 
“ Pbikcc Recent, expressive of Ike strong- 
“ est assurances of our attachment to his 
“ Royal Hersan, and of our ardent zeal for 
“ the support of Ids Government." — A 
“ meeting was, in consequence, appointed 
“to be held in the Dining-room, at the 
** ^xdrange Buildings, this day at eleven 
“ o'clock. Ill (he mean tiniif, several most 
“ inflammatory hand-bills were poniied up 
“ in the town and neighbourhood. 06e 
“ contained a copy of the Address of the 
“ Livery of London 1 Another, which was 
“ circulated with the greatest industry for 
“ many nyies' round, I send you a copy of 
at foot. This will shew ydU, that instead 
** of leaving the discussion of the question 
“ to the well-informed part of the inhahjt- 
“ ants (aS liad always been the custom be- 
“ fore), no pains were spared to work upon 
the passions, and to mislead the judgment 
“ of the lower orders. The presint feel- 
“ ings, however, of those who had recourse 
“ to these; vile expedients, no honest man 
“ will envy ! In consequence of these pro- 
“ ceedings the Committee of the Exchange 
Rooms became, with reason, alarmed for 
“ the safety of tlic stair-case leading to the 
“ Dining-room, and declined permitting 
** the Meeting to be held there. Disap- 
pointed of the usual place of meeting, 
“ the Borouglrreeve and Constables applied 
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** for (be large room at the BulPs Head Inn t 
“ but being agaiffrefuaed, (Hey. felt reduced 
“ to the necessity of gAing notice by hand- 
bills ti^at the Meeting couldt not take 
“ plaae. Early this morning, however, 

“ great numbers of the Working classes be- 
gan to assemble, and after loitering in 
“ groups foe some time, part of them, with* 

“ out ceremony, entered the Ejcchaage 
“ Room, where the merchants meet on ba- 
siness (not the dining-room), and others 
“ assembled tumultuously in St. Ann’s 
“ Square. This scene, lasted upwards of 
“ an hour: and it is some consolation to 
*“ observe,that however active certain indi- 
“ viduats had been in bringing the rabble 
“ together; not a man above their own 
“ rank dared tippeafr in, the iffowd to give 
‘‘tliem an^ countenance. At length some 
“ of the mob btefce opcq the door of the 
“ Exchange dining-room, and took forci- 
“ ble possession. Frdm the breaking of 
“ doors they naturally proceeded to break- 
“ ing windows, the whole of which, toge- 
“ ther with the chairs, tables, chandeliers, 

“ maps, and a valuable likeness of ourwor- 
“ thy Representative, Col. Stanley, were 
“ quickly demolished. Immediately after 
“ this the Riot Act was read, and the pro- 
“ per time having elapsed, the military 
“ dispersed the mob. I dp not hear of any 
“ accident of consequence, and have little 
“ doubt but tranquillity will be now re- 
“ stored. The 'damage done to our new 
“ and elegant Exchange is considerable. 

“ A few ^ the most active of the riqters 
“ are in custody; and no doubt every ex- 
“ ertionwiil be used to discover the authors 
“ "of tiie placards which have led to all the 
mischief, that they may at least be held 
“ up to the merited detestation of their fel- 

“ low townsmen.”-Another Letter 

adds; “By 12 o’clock in the day some 
“ thousands of the pob had taken posse^- 
“ sion of St.*" Ann’s-squar^. One ‘of the 
“ towp demagogues momued a*tetnporary 
“.rostrum in the middle of the stjuare, and 
read aloud the Resolutions agreed to at 
“ the last Common Hall; every one ojwhich 
were unanimously re-passed amidst the 
loudest acclamations. Matters were thus, 
“ proceeding when suddenly arrived from 
“ the barracks the regiment •of Scotch 

“ Greys, and the Gumjjgfiaijj regiment of 

“ Militia. The Riot Act was immediately 
“ read, and time allowed for the mob t 5 
“ disperse: and in fifteen minutes afier- 
“ wards not ten persons could be found to- 
“ gether in this quartef of the town. Ne- 
“ ver did- soldiers perform tlieir duty with 
M mpfie propriety i They were frcqulntly 


“ provoked to acts of violence, bdf con- 
“ ducted themselves, tibtw ithstanding, with 
“ great moderation and forbearance towards 
“ the rabble.' AQi lives were lost that t 
“ hme heard of, hut several were wounded 
* ‘ bp the sabre. From twelve o’clock in the 
“ day all the shops and warehouses were 
“ shut up." 

More Troops ! “ More Troops! " said 
Burke, when, in the height of his malignant 
joy, be was surveying the (roubles of the 
early part of the French Revolution. He 
tften talked of the employment of troops irr 
the interior of a country as a sign of a bad 
government. He laughed at the National 
Assembly, because they did so employ 
troops. “Everything,” said lie, in his 
fhst Letter on the,FrencIi Revolution, 

“ Ei'cry thing depends on the ann^, in a 
“government like your’s; for, you have 
“ industriou-sly destroyed all the opinions 
“ and prejudices, and, as far as in you lay, 

“ ail the instincts w'hich* support govern- 
“ ment. Nothjng is kft to your goveru- 
“ raent but force. The distribution of your 
“arm}' is, in a great measure, made with 
“ a view to internal cotrcioniemfYoa must 
“ rule by an army; and, yet the assertion 
“ is still ringing in our ears, that troops 
“ ought not to fire upon the citizens. These 

“ are your rights of man!" -And, then 

'lys seems to* have gnashed his teeth and to 
have grilled with ecstacy at* the thought 
of seeing the people of France annihi¬ 
lated, rfterely because they werfe endea¬ 
vouring" to regain their rights, for it was 
impossible that he should hate them for any 
other cause. 1 wish he had lived till now. 

I should have v7ished him no other punish¬ 
ment thSn to see France in her present state. 
——What, then, h may be asked, would 
I not have the soldiers^employed to keep 
the people in order ? I do not say that. 
That is quite another question, and one, 
which I shall, perhaps, enter upon fully 
hereafter. At present, it lyill be quite, 

sufficient to point out the fact.-It 

has appeared rather odd ^to me, that^ 
fhe Local Militia and the Volunteer Corps 
have not been called out upon these occa¬ 
sions. It is fow a long -while since Not¬ 
tingham hasifra ployed troops, and we have 
read of theife having been marched thither 
from very^great distances. Now, this 
seemed strabge to me, seeing that there 
cannbt ba less thau about ten thousand of 
the Local Militia in Nottinghamshire, ready 
upqn the spot. Why se^ for horse and 
foot to such a distance ? Why send for the 
Berkshire Militia to go to quell a riot in 
Nottinghamsliire, whea-ihere werein Not- 
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tingihainshi're already ten thousand Local j iheir peWer to indispose BiroffAPAfcte /<r 
Militiamen ^ I will leave the Coca ren io \ make peatti -Wit have at this moment bef6fit 
answer this question. And, when his hand us the Monileur of (he td Aprils in which 
is in, he will ohUg;c me very much, if he there is a totig article, faithfuily Ijranslated 
will have the goodness to explain to me Jroman Opposition Faper of the %AtffiuiL f ’ 
what is meant by the Welsh Militia having the tendiencif of which is to assure ficbNA- 
marched back to Falmouth with tAe arms parte lAaf Ae Afls only to persevere in his 
the Stannary regiment to lodge them in ti system, and we shall be forced to recall our 
castle there ? This has excited a good deal troops from the Peninsula, and he involved 
of attention: one regiment marching off in all the miseries of a civil war. 
with the arms of another.-^- However, So, you do not wish that the Emperor of 
here 1 shall leave the matter, and proceed France should know' what passes here of a 
to my third proposed head, namely, to an* disagreeable t^ature ? You wish to keep it 
swer the remarks which the hireling Writer's all in huggar-muggar. Your’s is, and long ^ 
have published upon the subject of these has been, a system of huggar>mnggar. But, 
riots, and particularly with regard to the what is your charge against those whom you 
riot at Manchester. } shall take passage by have in your eye? Whyj it is this; that 
passage, and answer these commentators^ they send mi^epresentations to the Empe- 
and, then leave the world to judge of their ror witli regard to the state and jthe dispo- 
views. 1 first take up the CoURitR of the sition of the people of this country. Well, 
tenth instant, which begin with these and what tlien ? If he believes them, they' 
w'ords: ; deceive him ; and would you not wish the 

We have inserted, in a subsequent column, enemy lo be deceived? Those who send 
two of several lellers we received from Man- the enemy true information may be accused 
Chester this morning, relative to some riot- of being his friends; but, surely, those 
ous proceedings there last Wednesday. In cannot who send him false information. So 
some papensM'e expect to see those proceed- that, if this part of your charge were true, 
ings exaggerated and. misrepresented. it would make against the whole train of 

Now, why did you expect to see any ex- your complaints, instead of for them.- 

aggerations and misrepresentations of this But, pray where have you read any thing 
affair? What should put that into your to justify you in.saying, that there arc, iu 
head ? Is it not evident, that you had div" this country, persons w'ho represent the 
guised part of the truth^ and tlytt you ex- people as ready to submit to peace on any 
peeled that it would come out through some terms? You have seen this in none of the 
other channel ? If you had had* truth to hand-bills from Manchester; you have seen 
slate, you w'ould liave expressed nd appre- it iq none of the Resolutions of the City of 
hension of u difference in future publica- London ; you have seen it in no publication 
lions, relating lo the same event. Accord- whatever. But, this is the old accusation, 
ingly w'hen the truth did* come out, we This is what has been asserted aS* to *all 
found chat the people had been cut with those, who have wished, at any time, to see 
swords, which you took care not to tell us peace restored ; and this is one of the means 
of. There were several other truths, which that have been employed for suppressing 
you wished to disguise ; for you did not tell the sentiment^ of the people, and for per- 
us of the reading of the Gity Resolutions, petualing « war, in wjaich .so many persons 

and the passing of th«m by the people, the find illeir advaiuage.--You say, that the 

real people, of Manchester. . These Resolu- Monileur *has translated a passage from a 
lions you had abused; and, of caur.se, you London p^per, in which Napoleon is told, 
wished to disguise from your readers the that he has only to pursue his present mea- 
fact of tljeir having been read and ap- sures to compel the minister lo recall oiy' 
plauded aiid passed at St. Anne’s Square troops from the peninsula, in order, to keep 

Manchester. ’ !k * -down insurrection at home.-No; he 

And these misrepresenlalims go forth lo was not told this- He was told nothing; 
France and foreign countr it s\ encouraging but, our minister, was told, that, if he pur- 
a belief, that we are a diviatd and disaf- sued his present measures, such would be . 
fected people, ready to rise against our Go- the consequence. This was what the pas- 
vernment, and so indigiianl against life war •age. said ; and, must not any one find fault 
as lo submit lo any terms for the purpose with the measures of the minister, lest en- 
of procuring peace. They sqy lo BugNA- couragemeiit should thereby be given to the 
raSTE, thed if he continues the war he must enemy ? Adopt this maxim, and you si- 
ruin us, and thus these self-styltd advocates fence all the opjjonents of the minister in a 
for peace are in reality doing every Ihihg in moment. They can open their^ lips no 
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more ; for every iWng they My against his 
measures Biust, of couc^, give ciiemy 
eacouragement; iifilesei tfa# measures 1:^ 
changed, ,\vhich, according to yiiu, no one : 
can eitpecti, as you hold all those measures 
to he the wisest that can be thought of. 

*the s’^slem of endrayourii^ to ir^ftam 
md mislead ike people spreads from the ca¬ 
pital to the proviaceSf and is returned from 
the provinces to the capital. Is there a 
meeting proposed for one object—it is in¬ 
dustriously represented as a meeting to op¬ 
press the laborious part, of the community. 

What do you mean by “ inflaming” and 
**V misleading ?” ,.,YoU have not« shown, 
that any thing, said against the measures 
opposed, was false; and, if truth will in¬ 
flame the people, li m right to iufiame them. 
It is hard to say to what a degree of tame¬ 
ness you vfould wish to see the people re¬ 
duced. Apparently, you would wish to 
see tlieir biaod become as thin at spring 
water. They, according to you, are never 
to leel any heat, at any thing, except in the 
cause of “no-popery.” You can remem¬ 
ber, perhaps, when the Church and King 
mobs burnt Tom Paine in effigy. It was 
not then thouglit that the people were 
wrongly inflamed. If, however, you can 
.shew, that they have now been inflamed by 
hypocritical cries, I shall ,bc amongst the 
first to condemn the act. But, I must con¬ 
fess, that 1 have seen no such attempts. 

-What do'you mean by the words 

one object?" If a meeting is called for 
one objecli it is represeuted that it is for the 
purpose of oppressing the people. T^liis 
representation*may be true, or false. It 
dependfcupon what that “ one objecj” is, 
aild here we have the one which you have 
in view. 

We have a specimen in i/use proceedings 
at Manchester. A meeting was called to 
express allachmetU tojhe person-a/ the Jie-^ 
genl-, and assurances of zeal for the support 
of his^ Government. The following among, 
mofip other printed hand-bills, was immedi- 
dlely ciratlated among I Ae spinners, weavers, 
drc. in ‘Manchester and the mighbauring 
j ^ ris . —— “ Now or Never !— Tfiosc ln- 
habitlnts who do not wish fur an Increase 
“ of ^jpees and Poor Rates—an Advance 
“ in Price of Provisltyis—a Scarcity of 
“ Work-^and a Rriluction of Wages^—will 
nut to go to the Meeting on Wednes- 
day morning next, at the Exchange, an(l- 
‘‘OPPQSE THE T54 PERSONS who 
“ have called yoii together; and you will 
“ then do ri^t to express your deiesta^^^^^ 
“ of, ;the conduct of those'M have 

‘^hrfeight this Ctnihtry; to it| presenf dis- 


“ ti^essed State, and are entailing Misery , 
on Thousands of oor indoatrious Motha-- 
nics.--^PEAjf MHJS 
“ belbre it is timlaiev ’^ hoi the Friace 
'y md the Feople be deceived as to your retd 
“ sentiments. Speak and swt boldly and 
“ .firmly, btit above all, *^^be PEACE"- 
^^ABLE.” ' : ; ; ■ 

Here we have your “ one object" then; 
and there can be no doubt, in my opinion, 
of the propriety of opposing that object. 

It was to express the approbation of the 
p^ple of Manchester and its neiglibour- 
nood of the conduct of the present minis¬ 
ters; for that is what is meant by “ the 
Prince’s government.” And, what 
could be more it»altiug to the disti-esscd 
people than to call upon them to meet for 
such a purpose ? It Was calling upon 

them to meet to say that they approved of 
all those measures, by which they Had 
been brought into their present situation, 
as far at least as relates lb the want of eni- 
])loyment amongst the nianufacturers, and 
also as far as relates to the rams and taxes. 

It is well known, that, before the war 
against France began, the tajifis,.:pollected 
in England and Wales amounted to only 
about 15 millions annually; and it is 
equally well known, that they now amount 
to. 60 millions annually. To approve, 
tljcrefore, of* the men who have carried on 
this war, and who iwrsevcre in it, is cer¬ 
tainly to approve bf that which creates . 
taxes and^paupers, and which, in one way 

at least, -raises the price of provisions.- 

It may, by you, be said, that 'the war is 
full of wisdom ; that its benefits are worth 
more than they* cost. That is matter for 
argument with those jwhose minds are not 
made up on the subject; but, be that as it 
may, the. fact of the war being fertile in 
the production of taxes bo man can deny. 
—--But, at any rate, the person who 
wrote this iiaudbill }|ad as good a right to 
express his sentiments gs the 154 had; 
and, if they did not wish to be answered, 
they should have held their tongues. 

, * Such are the attempts made to delude an^ 
iftiiale the lower classes, and direct their 
heUred againslAlheir own Government in- 
‘stead of agaipst BuonapaHL They who 
make them, Mow- that the evils which We 
suffer, ceuidhinot be cured, not cured but 
aggravated, peace at the present moment 
—they fat I that the war must be coulinued, 
and they would raise a civil war to palsy 
the foreign war. They fear that our glo¬ 
rious efforts in the Fininsula may snatch 
the devoted victim from the grasp of the 
lyger, and tht^ wifi to creute a mcessUff 
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J^r recalling our.h'opps, fVUkiheH MW', Rwllyi, I- am a loss to 

n€tme^/or glory, sense p£ this, ’Wliy sljotfld we, wfab dsi54 
nuans^oiking byl mistry, mdpdabe, which approve of; the measures of the mmisters, 
at prtisgni is mly synenym^ia for eadeaVour- to turn the hatred t>f the peoples 

sion, nolhittg,lnUplttiljf. against Biioitaparte ins/end of agaiiMt the 

Here is a eenstelladdii of ahsurdlties and tnttiisters? We may hate 'them both, if 
falsehoods.-—This handbil], you say, there be sulEhelent reason. It does not 
svas an attempt *' to delude and irritate the follow, that a man is not to hate the one 
“ lower classes.” What was the follow* because he bates the other. We may, if 
ing handbill, which appeared at Manches- we find reason, hate each of them fordif- 
ter at the same time ? , ferent things ; and, therefore, i can by 

England expects every man to do his no means allow that Buonaparte is to be a 

duly!!! - Should you»noL ihis day git* 'scape goat, for the ipinislers.-.Perfiaps, 

your support to the Prince Regent, you the meaning dlay be this : “ You complain 
may, in a very short lime, expect a revival “ of the evils occasionedJby the war; and^ ’ 
of the days of Bloody Queen Mary, when as Buonaparte is the cause of the war, 
your ancestors were ti^ to a slake, and “ you ought to hate him and not the mi- 
ournl alive. The active apposers of thr “ nisters.” ,Mr. PerepVlil said the same 
prxsenl Covernment have pledged themselves thing the other night in the debate about 
to sanction the Popish Religion, and, as the famous new barracks that artf to cost us' 

Buonaparte is the head of that religion, such a pretty rmmd sum of money.-T* 

your universal cry shoifld be JVo Pope be sure,, if Buonaparte would give up to 
“ Buonaparte!” ns; or, if he would be so complaisant as 

iTiis, I suppose, was not intended “ to to be beaten by uS; or, if he would be so 
“delude and irritate the lower classes.” kind as to die, the war would, perhaps, 
This was said in sober truth ! 1 need say come to an end. But.it is a little too 

no more on this, only just to remark, that, much to make a great out-cry against him 
you see, two can play at handbills as well because he will do neither. And, as to 
as at any thing else. And in this game, as making peace, I am sure he has made 
well as ill most others, those wito are offers enough to enter upon negociation. 
beaten are very apt’to cry out foul play. He did it in l‘'806*, he did it again in 

-But, to return to the forgaer. passage;. 1808; and again in 1810; or, at least, so 

When you complain of endeavours to direft his official paper declares; and which de- 
the hatred of the people agaiftst “ their claration has never, that 1 know of, been 
“ own government," you mean Ipe minis- cpntradicted. His terms, I shall be told, 
ters; and I do not allow that the ministers Were intolerable. That may be ; but, still 
ought to be called the government. Our he ^id propose to treat; and, whatever 
government consists of King, Lords, and the terms might be, he had a right to pro* 
Commons, and I do not look upon all these pose them; whether he was arrt^int.in 
as being comprized in the ministers.. Indeed, the proposition, we shall see in the end; 
we may love the government, and hate the but, certainly, as far as we have hitherto 
ministers at the same time. Nay, as we gone, the terms do not seem to have been 

have seen, the king may be hated,-detest- upon the njeud.-^-At any rate, what is 

ed, execrated, he and all his ministers and the sense^of'directing the hatr^ of the 
jiulges; and he niay^ be driven out of the fleople againsrt him We-cannot get at 
country; and yet the peojale,‘and those Wra. cannot touch a hair of his head, 
•who drive him aVvay in particular, may If, indeed, we could get hold of him j>y 

love the government.-•! do not like to an Ex-Officio Information; if we could. 

see these wnrds confounded, though jp once get him before a special jury for iiis 
confound them has long been the fashion libels against our ministers ; then it woultl 
with every ministry ,and their dependent^, be worth while to expend a little inkia 
and for reasons too obviourao need pouit- exciting hatred against him. But, while 
ing out. Nay, they look upnh themselves we have np more power over him th'an we 
as the country loo i and, wt^ver opposes have over the sevin stars, I cannot seethe 
them, they and their depen^ts have no utility of railing against him; unless we use 
scruple to call “ enemies of the cou^ry.'V him as a sprt of Tub to that Whale, the 

■-But, you find fault w'ith the opponeuts people, to draw the latter off from the nii- 

of the ministers, that they direct the ha- nisters.--We are «cxt told, that peace 

tred of the people against their ownPgo- would be very far, indeed, from removing 
vemment” (that is, the ministers), “ in- the evils we complain of, but that, on tfse 
stead of against Buonaparte ,"——contfaryjitwopld aggravate them,——Now, 

o' 
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then, you hypocrite, how caioc you to tell empire upm 

m, in your paper a few dUye before, that tfiiififlHj. , ^ ; ' 

the war iiad produce4*so«tw®hy evil? iu Upon this, one 

France? You told us, tha^t, if‘that coua- the writth-had the ague fit on him. U* 
try, ^t had made corn scarce by taking, doesi not talk of populace and lower-classes 
away the men, and leaving only women to and rabble and mob here; be appeals 
cultivate the land. To what an c*:tent to “ the good sense and patriotism of the 
must your impudence have gone, when “ people;” and, no wonder, for he soon 
you can coolly thus blow' hot and cold with afterwards speaks of “ a storm” ibat wt; 
the same mouth and almost with the same are in. He comes almost down upon his 
iireath. As to this point your fellow-la- marrow-bones and talks of “ our dear 
hourer, tlie Times, comes to your aid, and “ country, the only free and happy spot in 
says; ‘ . V the world,” and, I dare say, he docs 

Lei nol my one remind •Uie people of make a very good thing of it. But, he 
tikeir difficulties f and they will the less feel “'trusts, he only “ trusts,” that we “ shall 
them. We did Hope^ that we shvuld only he" secure within, and victorious wiih- 
have had the dislurhances in our enemy’s out, and fix our fortunes upon imperishable 
dominions to record : there is there some foundations. It appears to be rather doubt- 
cause for them. VAc French have been ml with him. Hefonly trusts that the.se 

harassed by wars with Italy, with Germany, thiags will take place.-Mark how he 

with Switzerland^ with Jtussia, with Spain, rises the next day, when he tells us that 
We provoke no contests, and^onljf defend the boys and women at Manchester have 
ourselves against the common enemy llial been defeated, and that the woman has 

has assailed all other nations as well as been shot at Carlisle.-Mark how he 

us. rises in his lone! 

Ohl ‘There, in France, there is cause In the na/ae of the British people, we 
for disturbances ! Now, how is this made must say, that they deserve a belter return 
«ut? It is easy to assert it; but how is it for those noble and high-mindtd principles 
attempted to be sliown? Why, thus; that luive raised the country to 30 high a 
“ the French have been harassed by wars pilch of glory and renown — that having 
“ with Italy, with Germany, with Sw'it- ruined the naval power of every other lui- 
“ zerland, with Russia,' with Spain.” .lion, me now carrying our military force 

-Good ! As if we had not been at an equal height with our naval — that 

war with all these nations except Switzer- having ensured the security of'our own ter- 
land, with whom it is almost physically rito/v'es, are protecting others, and having 
itupossible for us to be at war. We not chased t^e enemy from every other part of 
only have been, but we arc, at war with the globe, are making him feel the power 
Holland, tbg, Hans Towns, YXccumTk, and prowess of our arms upon that Canti- 
Italy, Naples, and, though last, not least, nenl, which he ^0 arrogantly claimed as his 
France* and are in a sort of half war with own. If this be not a proud position, if 
America. So that, really, I am afraid, this be ml a recompense for the sacrifices 
that this ground of justification of disturbers we have made and are still making — if to 
of the peace in France may have two edges be free and safe within,.and victorious and 

to it.-Yes, yes; but “ we provoke no renowned without, does nol content us, we 

“contests.” ^.Ours ns a very Aodest and are at a loss to know what recompense will 
inoffensive government. Aivvays very slow be deemed ’sufficient, “hnd what will conleul 
to get Into wars; That all thevvorld must us; ' 

allbw ; and, I suppose, that thir writer is Here‘is a change in only twenty-four 
quite prepared to show in what way “ self- hours!——Well; but, if ibis be true,* 
^ defence” impelled us to make war upon Ppw, what becomes of all youp.pretences 
all the«fcingdoms that we have conquered for not making peace? What danger, if 
in the East,——The next passage is* rather tfiis be true,/would there be in opening 
of a pathetic cast. negociatiops rir peace? If you have beaten 

We trust that the good mm ahdpatriot- Napoleon ; njyou have “ ruined the naval 
ism which huve hUherto steered the great “ power of yvery other nation;” it this 
mass of the people Ihgoitgh the storm, and modest assertion be true;' if your military 
rendered our deyr country Ifu only free anM power is'tww becomihg the rival of your 
happy spot m the wogid will yet continue naval power; if yoU have secured your own 
to guide and direct llteni-^ We shall then be terr&ry; rif‘'you have chased the enemy 
secure within, we shall beyiclorious with-; about so ; why ate you afraid of his power ? 
out, and we ^alljix itbe fariuyes andfrtt- Why talk .. of “ his ambition '——^ Hark 
■ • €• 
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ye, wiseacre t ymi have overshot the mark 
here 1——-It «« time to conclude ; but these 
two more passages, one in the Couriek 
and one in tke Times, I must notic£, 
because they cuntaiu matter ol’ a very cu¬ 
rious nature. The passages relate solely 
' to what took place at Manchester. 

Wluit do the rioters mean ? Would they 
give u(> their name and nation as Holland 
has done ? And if not, how are they to 
preseive them but by fighting ? Spain was 
ai peacey—and has she thereby kept out 
Buonaparte ? Holland jyos at peace,—an4 
has she by peace been enabled to save her¬ 
self ? Ti M Es, 11 tb A pril. 

What was the pretext for this outrage at 
Manchester ? Because a meeting was called 
to assure the Regent that the persons attend¬ 
ing it were attached to his person and 
wished to support his government. If per¬ 
sons do not want a Regent ruling in the 
name of his father and of the constitution 
according to which he is to govern us and 
does govern us—whop do they want ? Do 
they want such a government asBuonapar I e’s? 
- Courier, llth April. 

What do you say ? Must we fight for 
our very naMe, or lose it as Holland (as 
you say) has? I thought, that, but just 
now, we were the conquerors of the uni¬ 
verse; that’we had ruined every naval 
power in tlie world, and that we were in a, 
fair way of getting the continent out of tire 
hands of Bubnaparte. «And, aae vve now 
' told, that it is necessary for us to h^ht even 
to preserve our name ? Yes, we are now 
told, that we have no means but fighting 
• left to prevent the very name of England 
from being blotted out for,ever.-——This 
is comforting intelligence, to be sur^. But, 
we are again told, that peace would not 
save us, and the cases oT Spain and Holland 
are instanced. Wjio has asked for peace ? 
Did the people of Manchester say a word 
about peace? No: why*, then, are we 
continually told that hcace would be use- 

Jess?-But, whst is this moral to be 

drawn from the fate of Spain and Holland? 
They were at peace with France, we are 
told. Vesytrue; but they did not choos^ 
to remain so. They.join^ in the league 
against France with the Kin\of England, 
the King of Prussia, the (thenlEmperor qf 
Germany, the Emperor *of feussia, the 
Elector of Hanover, the Kinj of Naples, 
the King of Sardinia, the Queen of P^ortu- 
gal, the Dukes of Parma, Modena, and 
Tuscany, the Republic of Venice, the Grand 

Seignior, and the Pope .-Spain and ilol- 

land did not choose to remain at peace. 
They were at peace, it is true; but their 


fate was -fisted long before Buonaparte be¬ 
came tnuch knpwn in the world.\ Th 
example, ■ therefore,, is worth nothing at 
all. Butj.what is meant by citing it, un¬ 
less the object be to bar the w*ay yf all 
thoughts about peace? To prevent the 
people' from openingTheir lips about peace? 
And this is the more worthy-of remark, as 
no one has written or spoken in favour of 
peace. Not a word has been said about 
peace at any public meeting ; and, yet the 
hireling prints all burst out, at once, in full 

cry, against peace 1-At the close of the 

last-quoted ^ssage,* the people of Man¬ 
chester are asked, whether they wish to get • 
rid of the Regent and 19 have Buonaparte 
in his. stead. And, what ground is there 
for asking them this question ? Have they 
said, that thiy do not* like the Regent? 
No where have they said this; tio where, 
that 1 can see, do they hint such an idea. 
But, tlie^ are accused of it, because it was 
manifest,^that they were prepared to disap- 
prove of an address in praise of his minis¬ 
ters. And this is the constant practice, as it 
has been ever since the year 1793. Every 
one who iswot ready to applaud the conduct 
of the minister of the day, is represented as 
w'ishing to see the country in the hands of 
the enemy; that is to say, he is exhibited as 
a traitor. Thus the people of Manchester 
are to be viewed as traitors, because they 
evidently intended to oppose an address in 

praise of the Regent’s ministers.-It is, 

however, to be noted, that the people of 
Manchester had no opportunity of express¬ 
ing their sentiments. The proposed meet¬ 
ing was not held ; those wbe^ had called it 
were afraid to let it assemble. An^ tb|u 
they accuse of a riotous spirit those whom 
they had baulked. In consequence of what, 
did the people collect together? Why, in 
consequence of an advertisement of thq 
head officers of the town, inviting them to 
cftllect. They do coUect; j^nd then they 
are told that there is to be no address pro¬ 
posed to th*em. . And they are called rabble 
and, mob, (because they came in great num¬ 
bers! ’The iKlvertlsement was, no doubt, 
intended as a sham. It was supposed 
that hardly any body w'ould come to the 
meeting, and the address would then 
have been passed by the packed* few, 
and wouia have* been sent forth to the 
world as the unanimous sentiment of 
The people of the populous town of 
Manchester. That, no doubt, was the de¬ 
sign of the advertiseovint; but, that di^irai 
was defeated by the people pouring forth. 

'——It is now stated, in the news-papers, 
that the persons who advertised, for ad- 
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dressers, hai« slritte the f'aliee 

** ojicei and pt/’Sed thei» Addtew ttnffl* 
At ftbe 

The Barracks^ I should have Aoughti 
would haVe b^n a oiote convenient place. 

A cotamendatbry Address, passed under 
such circumstances, must inspiregreat con¬ 
fidence to be sure; it must be very flatter¬ 
ing tb those to whom it is carried. Ti»ere 
would, of course, be perfect unanimity at: 

the Police Ofiice!-Before I conclude, I 

cannot help expressing ray decided appro¬ 
bation, my admiration, of tlu conduct of 
those who issued the hand-bills in opposi- 
• lion to the addressers, and also of thbsewlio 
harangued the people and put to them (tie 
Resolutions ■ of the City of London; in 
short, I approve nfand admi^ all that was 
done by the people, except the violence theg 
commuted^ of which 1 disapprove, and I 
hope, that we shall bear of no more riots in 
any part of the country.——With the ex- 
ception of the acts of violence, nothing was 
ever conducted in a better manner. The 
humbug advertisement was made to calltlie 
people together in reality. When the au¬ 
thors of it saw that the people were really 
coming, they slunk back, and would have 
no meeting. The people then met in a 
Square of the Town, and there passed the 
Resolutions of the London Common-Halb 
directly opposite in theii^ object to the in¬ 
tended Address. And, had not the people 
a right to do this?' Because they did this, 
are they to be set down as men wishing for 
the sway of Buonaparte ? Because they did 
this, are they to be represented as wishing 
to get rid of lAic Regent and to have the go- 
vema^nt ofthe Emperor Napoleon ? And, 
arc those the friends of the Regent, who 
suggest, or publish, such imputations against 
the people ? These hireling writers com¬ 
plain that their opponents convey intdli- 
geiice to Buonaparte; but', wito conveys 
him, or can convey him, intelligence so eh- 
couraeing as this ? Who*can {ell him of : 
any thing so agreeable' as that a part, at 
least , of the people of England, am suspected 
of wishing for his sway instead of that of 
c-theltegem? What should ive say, if vve 
were In hear the French writers accusing 
any pari of the people of France of a wish 
lo shkke oflT the sway of Napoleon and to 

put themselveB under ohr Re^nt?-In 

ooQclusion, let me express a hope, that I 


have now said to io^acethti bite- ' 

lings to abstain, in future, from openly ex- 
uMng at 

^od also from jiistlfying rit^t 
try, on ariount of «ich scarcity. It is very 
wdl ibr them to indlil^ their impotent ma¬ 
lice in private;; but, to do it in pubhe, is, 
as 1 have shown, dangerous in its tendency; 
and, therefore, they shouM be made to ab¬ 
stain, even at the hazard of being sulTocated 
in their gall. 

It was my intention to have olfFered to the’ 
reader some further remarks relative to her 
Royal Highness, the Princess Regent; but,, 
they must now be postponed till my next- 
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^ate Prison^ M^egate^^ 
Friday, \7th April, 1812. 
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FRAvet.—Reports laid before the Conser¬ 
vative Senate ort the lOth 'of March, 
1812. 

f Continued from page 480./ 

Nevertheless, whilst this imtitution 
will completely protect the French em¬ 
pire against the idea of an- attack, ali 
the depots and fifth battalions, being no 
Kmger occupied in forming garrisons or de¬ 
fending tiie country, will feed the active 
army v^jith more activity and efficacy. 
This will in reality he equivalent to an 
augmentation of the troops of the line. It 
is placing 100,000 more Frenchmen under 
the banners of your Majesty. But these 
men will be renewed every six years, by 
the conscription for ‘the army. This aug¬ 
mentation svill cause very little addition to 
the losses, because these troops will be 
seldom exposed but to the ordinary chances 
of mortality. ''It will likewise cai^ ah 
increase fii expense'*'of 48 millions; but 
I this expense bannot be placed incoinpeti- 
tioii with the immense advantages which 

i yijl result froin it.-—-This institution is 
;minently conservative and nanonal: it is 
yseful and necessar)'. JFrenchmen are 
willing to n»ke every sacrifice to acquire 
the libertynf the seas; they know that 
they must M armed, or this grand measure 
will not he j|^complis;hed. 

, ,\fp be continued,} 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

The Pkincess Recent. —-The ques¬ 
tion relative (o this exalted lady becomes, 
every day, of more and iflore interest; an^, 
(here can be little doubt of its Knally ex¬ 
citing the most lively sensibility in the na¬ 
tion at large.'-To the surprise ,of the 

public, it is now announced, in some of tlte 
papers, that the Queen ^is about to hold 
drawing rooms. To be sure, these prints 
are so famed for their falsehoods, that one 
ought jiot, perhaps, to pay the least atten¬ 
tion to what they say; but, the very men¬ 
tion of the thing excites feelings tliat one 

can scarcely suppress.-More ol (his, 

however, by and by,^l^ien. we have taken 
a view of what has passed upon the subject 
since ray last essay, at page 467.——In the 
House of Cdhimotis, on the 17th instant, 
tJiere was a debate upon the‘third reading 
of the Bill, granting an annuity of <£9,000 
ar year to cacti of the fi>ur Princesses, who 
are now living with the Queen. It was, 
contended, in opposition to the* grant, thot 
the Princessfis were qpt in w^nt of the 
money; for, that their mother'has an al¬ 
lowance *of .i’58,000 a year, besicles hav¬ 
ing palaces, and gardens, and parks for her 
use. And,' it might Tiave been contended, 
that the King has immense p/ivate properly 
in the funds, which pays no income, or 
property-tax, and whlth property-tax alone 
W'ould make an enormous income. This, 
surely, at a time of^sueb distress;^ at a time 
when the people are called upon" for sacri- 
licesil at a time when the people are told, 
that they must give itp a great deal to se- 
.cure the possession of the‘remainder; at 
sijch a time, surely, the King’s private pro- 
jjerty might ^havc paid a tax, or, at any 
rate, the .amouiu of that tax might havp' 
been given to his daughters (if they wanted 
money), instead of sending\them to tlft; 
public; instead of addins for them, 
.£36,000 a year to the burdeis of the pept- 
pie.—This grant to the youn^r Piincesscs 
comes too at a time when not a Word k said 
about il»e Princess Regent. Tbi® makes 
both the‘tnore remarkable.—>—*Ttie reader 
saw, in the Register of the 28ih of March 
last, pa^e 400, what had been said in the 
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House of Commons a few days previous to 
that time, upon the suliject of thePrincess. 

--It will be well to refer to that article 

before the reader proceeds any further. 
When he has so done, and has duly advert¬ 
ed to Mr, Pefseval’s'declaratious upon that 
occasion, he will be the better able to enter > 
into the full meaning of the speeches of the 
17th instant, which T a in, now about to 
quote, beginningwith that of Mr. Whit- 
BKEAO, who,*in speaking of the Princess 
Regent, said, “1 have heard, tfatd. Mr. 

“ Whitbread, that the Oueen is about to 
“ hold a drawing-room, ^ course no hopes 
“ can no?r cxist of His Majesty’s recovery, 

“ because if there was any, such a step, I 
“ presume, would not be resorted to ; but 
“ in»casc that drawing room is held, 1 
“ would wish to know, is there to be any 
^' public appearance of the Princess of 
tVales? This is no private concern; 

“ the public have a right to demand why the 
“ acknowledged consort of their Kegeut does 
“ not appear in public as such; no alfecta- 
“ tion of delicacy'can be permitted to stand 
“ in the way of a iiathm’si anxiety upon a 
“ question of such national importance ; if 
“ any man can satisfy the jHiblic upon this 
“ topic, it is the Right Hun. Gentleman 
“ (Mr. Perceval). They lyiew him to 
“ have been at one time tlie zealous ad- 
“ viser and devoted adhereui lothe f*i'iuces^ 

“ of Wales. Tl'cy believe him to have 
“ conscientiously undertaken her defence, 

“ to have written tier vindication, to have 
“ perused that vindication, to have pub- 
“«iished it*, that vindication js said to have 
“ involved in it* an aliack upon her Moycl 
“ Consort* {Hear, hear!J It Was known 
“ to have tbeen an attack upon his Rofal 
Highness, and the Regent’s first Minister 
“ is known to have been the author of it 
“ and after he had published it, after it 
•^‘ had been read by one and by 100, it was 
“ bought up at an' enormous expense ; 

“ bought bp ike Private Secretary to 
“ the Hon, Gent, I ask him now, does hfi 
“ retain his former opinions of the unexcep^ 
* tionable conduct of the Princess of Wales! 
“ 1 ask him if he clid not laiely in the 
“ House, solemnly record his conbroiatioii 
“ of that opinion, and if it is now, what it 
S 
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« was the other night, I call upon him ta j marriage. The rest that she receives, she 
“ exDlaim 4 htcmrUs 4lHirmt ^^^ r^etves by iBCre wfll of the Prince 8egent. 

^^ Arjusi claims, toihatm^ct, notice, tWs speech of Ms.' Ryder, Mr. 

« orovision, and consitleratiou, dut^o the Whitbread replied m the foJJpyring man- 
« undoubtod IMncess Regent of these ner: “ he expressed a wish that the Right 
“ realtfis ? These are questions, wliich,' as Hon. Secretary would explain the charge 
he values his own was/sieng', as he va- “ of indefict/cy, which he had brought 
“ lues the character and claims of the “ against him in the course of the debate. 

“ JPj-incess, and as he respects the /finu “ And as the Right Hon. Gentleman was . 

“ Ais master, he is bound to answer.”-^ “ sitting by his Right Hon. Friend, the 
This was good plain speaking; this was “ Chancellor of the Exchequer, and could 
putlihg the thing home; this was what is “ obtain inlbrmation, he wished now to 
called nailing the minister to the point, “put the question, w/ielAer there had not 
But it brought no answer froip^im 1 He “ Wn a solemn proceeding on the subject 
kept mute. Not a word in answer; or in. “ of the inquiry, so often alluded to ; whe- 
theyvay of expl<mation,upon this importanJt “ Iher a reference had not been made of it 
topic. No reasons given for the Princess “ to His Majesty's advisers, and whether. 
Regent being kept in the back-ground. Mr. in consequence iJiereof, the Rrincess of 
Perceval did not say| that he did not print ^^*Wales had not, for d time, been aJisent 
a pamphlet; he did not deny that his pri- “/rom Court f He 'w^uld ask, also, whe- 
vate secretary had bought up the stray co- “ ther the Right Honourable Genileraan 
pics of it; he did not deny that it contained “ had not had a private press at his own 
an attack upon the Prince; and;in short, ** house, where he caused the substance of 
the public arc left to conclude, that every the Investigation to b^printed, and a great 
thing which Mr. Whitbread advanced was “ number of copies IqfM thrown^ojf for the 
true,—Mr. Ryder, however, said some- “ purpose of being widely circulated; whe- 
thing upon the subject. .He spoke; but, ther a number of copies of that book had 
as will DC seen, he gave no answer to Mr. “ not been since bought up at a great ex- 

Whilbread.-r-“Hccontended, that there pease, and arlverlisemtnls published, di- 

“ had been objections thrown pul in the “ reeling those who were in possession of 
“debate of that night, which they had copies to go to one Lindsell’s,.d bookseller i 
“ never before heard of. He thought the “ where they would receive a liberal com- 
“ claims of the Princesses irresistible, Avhe- ^^epensalionf The information which he 
“ther in reference to themselves person- “now askqfl for might, in sPtne respects, 

“ ally as the daughters of their afflicted “ be of a private nature, but it was also of 
“ and venerable monarch.—-[/fear.']—He “ ptupUblic importance." —Now,'reader, 

“ did not court that sort of popularitx to were not' these very important questions? 

which .certain gentlemen laid exclusive Were not these questions as to "which the 
“ claim; as xht Princess of Wales, she public deserve some explanations? Was 
“ Slready had an independent pvovisibn, not the matter of great, of extraordinary, 
“‘which the Princesses had not. He hoped public importance ? l^iis pamphlet I Aye, 
“ that his Right Honourable Friend {Mr. this pamphlet is a sore place. Those who 
“ Perceval) would continue true to tAe Com- touch lamp-black and ^il are always in 
“ fidence reposed in him, and not be tempt- peril, if they wish to keep their proceeds 
“ ed by any threatior attacks tto Atvizii from the day.. The author of this 
** from that proper and respextfuh sHence, let ought to face it;<'and, mind, I foretel 
“ [Here the Right Honourable Gentleman it, FACE IT HE MUST in the end,’ if he 
“ was inlerrupted by a laud cry^of heart live? but a few months longer. It is quite 
hear! from the Oppogilion side of the impossible to smother the thing. There is 
“/fwiye.]—He was not afraid to repeat ofie copy of the ear-tickling woek that is 
. “ what^ic had said—[/fear, hear to beyond his reach. No advertisements, no 
“ tlm drawing-room, it was the .nmney, will afjppress tbat.-^—Mr. Ryder 

ei rigid in hnld dne li she pleased it—his' rejoined bn !tr. Whitbread in the folltw-. 
“ Majesty, while he lived, wasA'ing; and mg words « He did not think the 
, “ her Majesty, during his .life, yvas {jueen “ Hon. GentUs appeal would be productive 
“ of these reatos. He should support the “ of much efiect, As a Member of Par¬ 
ti BiU.’’--Mit has been seen, thaa “ Hadiebt, lie I Mr, R.) did state his opi- 

tliis “ijKlepcndcnce'V ®^ Princess Re- nimm iQ W^Mdeti^ 

gent is only the .£5,000 a year, which, as “ wjhh^ He believed 

pin-money, was seltled upon her, at her “ that coincided with him in 
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“ that opinion; and that, no part of the 
conduct of Gentlemen opposite bad given 
“ more disgust to the public at large than 
“ the manner in which they had introduced 
“,thc name of the Princess of Wales into 
“the discussions on the present Bill.— 
“ (Loud and continued cries of /mir^ hear, 
from both sides oj the House.J . Having' 
“ given this opinion of the indelicacy and 
“ impropriety of introducing any such to- 
“ pics, it woyld not be necessary for him to 
assign any other reason why he gave no 
“ answer to the Hon. Cenlleman's qtieS-. 

“ tions." -Thus ended the discussions 

for this time. But, it will be ^vived. 
Of that my readers may be assured.——In 
offering my remarks, 1 sh^ll set out with an 
endeavour to remove out of the way the 
chief impediment to public discussion on 
this subject.-It is said, that it is indeli¬ 

cate to meddle with it ; that it is prying 
into family concerns ; and, that, as public 
men, members of parliament h^ve no busi¬ 
ness with what has p^ed, or is passing, in 
the private life of tW-Prince Regent and 

his wife.-If such remarks were made 

with regard ^o the family affairs of any mi¬ 
nister or any member of parliament, any 
judge, or even any bishop, I should be 
rpdy to accede to the justice of them ; or, 
at any rate, I should not object to them. 
And, for this plain reason, because the’ 
wives of ministers, members of parliament, 
judges, and bishops, #le unknown to the 
public; the public have no concera in their 
character, in their dignity, in tlie figure 
they make in the world. Not so with re¬ 
gard to any female of the Royal Family, and 
especially with regard to*a'<Queeii or a 
Princess of Wales, tl^ mothers of the heirs 
to the Crown. lu these cases, the cliaracter 
of the nation, and very often its peace, de¬ 
pend upon the conduct of these {lersonages, 
and upon the light in vvhicji they are view¬ 
ed by the world.--J'herefore^ the public 

have business with Uiis iiialt^r; it is a pub- 
’lic matter, and not a private one.. When 
money is demanded of us for any of the 
Royal Family, what is the ground of the 
demand ? ’ Why the necessity of support¬ 
ing the dignity >of the crowi|^ Is not tiiis 
the ground; and are we iiot^old, that to 
support this dignity Is necessaSy to our own 
good and safety ? Arc we constantly 
told this, when money is demanded from 
us for the Royal Faipily ? Indeed,*upou 
'what other ground is the money given them 
'at all? Upon what other ground have 
they parks and palaces ana robes ’and 
crov#Ls .Well, then, have we not a 


right t<j Inquire into th« cause of anj|»: vyant 
of digttity splendour in the njanocr of 
living of any of those to whom we give so 
much money to support their dignitf? 
And, if we have this right in*an^ case, 
we have it in the case of the Princess of 
’Sy^ales. But whatls the cause of our inquiries 
upon this subject ? We have not sought to 
pry into any family secrets. The inquiry 
has been forced upon the public by the 
striking circumstance of the Princess Regent 
being kept in the back ground, while her 
husband is ^ full ejiercise of the functions 
of the King. ‘ If the Princess Regent had 
taken her place; if she had come forth at’ 
her drawing-rooms; if sTie had taken a sta¬ 
tion corresponding with that of her hus¬ 
band ; if this^had beer.ih% case, uot a word 
would anyone have said (or, at least, I 
should not) about those unhappy differences, 
for which, if Mr*. Perceval’s declarations be. 
true, shq^is not at all to blame. But, to 
see the Prince in the place of the King, and 
to see his wife, at the same time, living in 
a little bit of a house at Blackheath, with¬ 
out any change in her situation, was calcu¬ 
lated to awaken thoughts which might long 

have reinaiued dormant.-It has been 

said, that the Princess is now nothing more 
than she was before; that the Queen is still 
Queen. Very yue as to the latter; but, 
not so as to the former. The queen is not 
queen in the strict sen.se of the word. She 
is not a soi'ereign ; she is only the wife of 
the sovereign. She is nothing, without 
him, any more than any otlier woman. 
And, therefore, his functions having been 
put into the hands of anoiht:r, surely the 
state usually kept in public by th« Queen 
ought to devolve to tiie wile of the Regent, 
she being the mother, too, of the heiress to 

the throne.-It has been asked, what 

new functions the Princess has now to per- 
lorm. V^hy,' the functions of holding her 
state ae the wifejof him who ,*10 fact, reigns. 
Her husband is exalted, and so is she; 
and, I can, for my part, see no reason jfor 
her holdibg drawing-rooms, after site be¬ 
comes Queen, other than the reason which 
exists for her holding them now.. She wii^ 
Uien be tlje wife of tlie King to be sure; 
but, is she not now the wife of iiiqi who 
acts as King? Nay, my opinion is, that 
there are people who would not be sorry to 
see tlie Princess thrown, by degrees, so 
completely into the back-ground, that, even 
when sire became Queen she should Itoiti 
no court.-—This is* very strange.^ Jil is 
astonidiing, that even the veaial news-papers 
should couiiteiiaiica desires of this sort.— 

C n 





■ Regent. 


There has been »,go^ deal 
the imi^rppriet ^ » of 

a blscussioQi in a pidhlic a^iiihg, respect- 
ii^ iftis matter. ‘3^ W-iure^ tf;^ fMiblic 
meeting Were to discuss the cause of the 
suppo^ disagreement ^etween the Hpyal 
pair, thine might t» sonsbtJiing of indeliciicy 
in it; butj if the discussion were eonhora 
to the cause of the Princess Regent not ap¬ 
pearing in her proper place at court, it 
would, in my opinion, be very proper; be¬ 
cause that is, to all intents and purpioses, a 

publi^ matter.'-One would tfainlc, to 

hear some people, thaf no Addresses were 
r ever jjresented to the Roy4l family, ^jcccpl 
in their official (Shpacities. . These people 
forget the Address presented by the City of 
London, to the King, the Queen, the Prince 
and the Pi incess upon the marriage of the 
two lattcr«ond upon thebirth of the Princess 
Chaiiotfc. 1 will here insert those to the 
Prince and Princess upon these occasions, 
and, I thiiik|^ that the bare readhff of them 
Will be enough to couviuce the public of the 
inconsistency of not addressing the Princess 
upon this occasion. 


consolation tons to ivgect,upon the itiva- 
lu0h Rxample ^ if oar Roj/dl Riiihert 
whibh, confirnting the miny graceful and 
aottahle qualiheations of your own mind; 
cannot hal compleat the Roytd Characlex, 
and, in the fulness of titne, must maSe 

your future People happy,- -May your 

iiltlstrious Consort long enjoy her exalted 
-situation, and may a numerous progeny 
from this auspicious Union transmit the 
blessings, under which we live, to the 
end of lime! 

h.- f. 

Answer of the Prince. -1 am truly 

sensibl| of this mark of attention in the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of 
the City of London in Common Council 
assembled. I rttnri^ them my sincere 
thanks for their congratulations on the 
occasion of my Marriage, and it gives me 
peculiar satisfaction that they take so warm 
an interest in this event. 1 am much gra- 
tilred by the expressions of tlieir ahection- 
ate attachment, which convey so strong a 
proof of their loyal^ to the Xing, and of 
their zealous regard for my happiness. 


ADDRESS ON THE MARRIAGE. 

To THE Prince. 

Common Council, 9th Aprii,, 1795.-- 

*I'v his Royal Highness Ihe Prince of fi'ales — 

May it Please your Royal Highness. - 

The Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com¬ 
mons of the City of London, in Common 
Council assernbled, beg leave to cougra- 
fiilate your Royal Highness on your Recent 
Marriage with her Serene Highness® the 

Princess'Car«.line of Brunswick.-It is 

with extreme pleasure and gratiheation 
tfiat we behold your Royal Highness so 
impressed with towards His Ma- 

jeslfs most dutiful and IvyUl Subjects as to 
form the present happy alliance with a 
Princess, illustrious in rank, and possess¬ 
ing every engaging* quality of the, heart, 
suited ito the important s'taiiot^ which she 
hils, and calculated to remunerate with 
conjugal felicity the high hotiofir of your 
Royal Highness’s af eclion and choice ..^— 

lie prospect, by this illustrious event, of 
perj*ei&ating the virtues of your Royal 
‘House to posterity, who shall know equally* 
with oUrSelves how to value ihp mild Mo- 
iiafcltv, fo adtutrably inlerwoven with our 
mort Vxwlleat esmstitution^ forms a ba- 
tcrial part oi pur happiness. -Depend¬ 

ing, as good, . subjects ever must, on the 
vn tiies of the Royat Breast as essential to 

the sjdetidor of a Throfl4 and the pros- 
l)ci i:v of a Pcoide, it if of ^reat ’ 


To THE Princess. 

Common Council, 9tb April, 1795.-- 

To Her Royal Highness the Princess of WaUj, 

May it please your Royal Highness. - 

We, His Majesty’s dutiful apd loyal Sub¬ 
jects, theLord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Gonimoiis of the City of Loudonjn Com¬ 
mon Council assembled, take the earliest 
bpportniiity to congratulate your Royal 
Ilighness on the happy occasion of your 
Marriage witb His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales.-^Addcd to the intrin¬ 

sic virtues of youc Royal Highness, the 
high station you are so well qualified to 
adorn, and yOur alliance with so distin¬ 
guished a Prince, the Heir Apparent of 
these happy Realms^ Your Royal High¬ 
ness has also^ powerful claims to the af¬ 
fection "of a grateful People, nearly re¬ 
lated, as your are, to our most gracious 

^yereign, the Father of his Subjects.- 

Permit, then, Madam, the fahhfol Sub- 
jpets of the best of Kings to assure your 
Royal Highness of their most sincere vene¬ 
ration and |steqm; and to believe, that, 
as your intifest is now united with that of 
our amiable i^ince, your happiness will be 
by them eonsidered and consulted as one. 

-■ -Long ®>3y your Royal Highnt^ share 

the joy of so splendid an Union, and may 
oufleUesl pehlerily receive from pots a con¬ 
tinuation of those blessmgs which on# can 

I ', # J': 
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be eKpertnicfi^ u^er the Govemaiaat of 
a Aelovid ^d viftmus Mi^^-'.’1^: [.:Vy:\'/ 

Answer o» the PaiNciiss^r^I return 
you tnany ihaoks for your Congratulations 
upon an event so interesting to ray happi’^ 
ness and so grateful to my feelrags. My 
sentiments wiU tver be ike same with those 
of the Friacey and tbey^hiiye bwn already 
better expressed to you by bimi 


eas«^ ^e' thejpresent must eonnect,itself 
so inateitallf wtM the domestic fettctlf of 
your Royal tlighnes's, and that the Royal: 
lolaot, we trust, will inherit tliose Iran- 
Sipend^ virtues^ which have justj|f ren¬ 
dered your Royal an orn^eiit to 

your exalted station, and a blessing to the 
country. 

Now, what was there in the occasions 
which called forth these Addresses which 


ADDRESSES ON THE BIRTH. . 

To THE Prince. 

Common Council, l4ili Janoary, 17-96, 

- To His Royal Higfmess the Frinte of 

Wales. - May H f lease your Royai High¬ 
ness. -The Lord Mayor, Alderraen, and 

Cemroons of the City of London, in Cora- 
mon Council assembled, have great plea¬ 
sure in congratulating your Royal Highness 
on the safe delivery of your Royal Consort, 
and the birth of your first born Princess. 

-Convinced, as we are, that nothing 

will so essentially contribute to tlie true 
interest and prosperity of these kingdoms 
as an uninterrupted succession of a Branch 
of the House of Brunswick to the Throne 
of Britain, it affords us matter of the most 
lively satisfaction, that the succession is 
thus preserved by the very auspicious union 
of your Royal Highness with so illustrious, 

a Princess.-Confident thaf her infant 

mind will b» early formed to eycry grace, 
which can adorn her exalted station, we 
look forward, with Iransporty to*the ad¬ 
vantage, which our posterity wilf derive 
from their maturity, and we earnestly iiopc 
that your Royal Highness may long par¬ 
ticipate with us the joy tfiat must neces¬ 
sarily flow from the euercise of the* virtues 
of her royal breast. 


would not justify an address to the Princess 
upon the preAst occasion ?—^—Wha t “ new 
“ did she enter upon here? She , 

married the Prince in the first instance, 
and she was delivered of a daughter in the 
second instance; but, she took upon her no 
“ new office,'* In the bne case she became 
a wife, in the other she became a mother; 
and now she is become a' Princess Regent. 
-'As to the Queen’s lidding of drawing¬ 
rooms, F">rau$t see it trabeiieve the fact; 
for, who will suppose, that she will quit 
the King, in his present melancholy state, 
for the purpose of shining in a court; for 
the purpose of being bowed to and having 
her hand kissed I Nobody who has read 
of the character of the Queen will believe 
this. To the Princess Regent, indeed, 
whose husband is in good health, in the 
possession of all* his faculties, and who is 
herself young, full of health and spirits, 
wit and beauty, such scenes would, doubt¬ 
less, not be disagreeable; but, lo the Queen 
they must necessarily be extremely irksome. 
Besides, was there ever such a thing heard 
of before, as a court held by a^egent and a 
Queen, and especially when the Regent 

had a wife?--These reasons, and many 

others that might be urged, induce me to 
hope, that w& shall see her Royal High¬ 
ness, the Princess of Wales, take her sta- 


To THE Princess. * 

Common Council, i4th JAnuarv, 1796. 

- To Her Royal Highiuss the Princess 

of Wales. - May it please your- Royal 

Highness.- -The. Lord , Mayor, ‘ Aider- 

men, and Commons of the City of Lbn- 
don, in .Common Council assemblct^ 
humbly beg leave to congratulate your 
Royal Highness’on your safeldeliycry, anlj 
the auspicious Birth of a Princes^.——'W* 
canOot be insensible to 3n ifycat so very 
important to the British NutiAt as the pre¬ 
servation of the sacred Succession 

to the Tltrone of these Kingdoins,* and 
which blessing /Vovirfence has allotted to 
your Highness to Confer upon Jits'Maje0’s 
loyal S(fh/ects.'--'-~-lt (ormi m smali. part 
ot Qur iuyipst and happiness that ah oc- 


tion at court wkhout loss of time.--It is 

sskliisperedyand, indeed, saiiL that she will 
speedify take hw place at Carlton House 1 
And why fiot? Why not? 1 ask again. 
But, then„ say some peojile, after that MV. 
Perceyars Book inay come out. I do not 
say mayy hat will. I say it will come ouCj^ 
in spite of all that the authorcan do^o pre- 
LVetit it. He may prevent the books of 
other people from dirciilating, but he will 
riot succeed in stiftiug his own. Mind, Sir, 

I tell jtBi, that your hook will bapublish- 
e4. ; if it be not, mark me down for 

Aie that is no prophet, 1 tdl you, as I told ’ 
ytiu before, that there; is one copy of this 
precious performance w'hich carinot he 
bought up ; and, what is more, I am per¬ 
suaded that this copy will be deliv sred of a 
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numerous family just ?t the limeyvhfin,,yw counts are taken from the hipfling press of 
wcMild sh it the leaC'-JyrThe London, ' , , 

will perceive, that MtfWHiTBn.t^D speaks • , i 

of “ CH tfi/acA” upon the Printe Regent, Riots iK YoaKSHi^E. 

contairad in this famhus book; and,, itis SHtfFiEUD,ApBH. IS,—^Abouttwelve 

said, iftW Iki words of tjUs attack hanhefn o’clock on Tuesday last (being niarket-day) 
used by\ne of ike periodical writers of. the a number of mischievous persons assembled 
day. 1 sliall iiot say, whether these be, or in ihe Mat^ket-place, where they seized 
be not, truths; but, I venture to sayt that the potatoes, hsh, and some other epm- 
the public will, one day. or other (I modities exposed for sale, and threw them 
do not even hint at the distance of time] about the streets in a most tumultuous 
have an opportunity of judging for them* manner; and ^though these infatuated peo- 
selves. ■ Jile were early admonished by the Ma¬ 

gistrates to disperse, they afterwards broke 

* Riots in ENGfVAxm- -On tfiis yery open several cellars in which potatoes were 

imeresting subject, I will state no fact upon deposited, and threw the contents at each 
my own authority, or upon any authority otner, in doing wliich many windows were 
other than that of (the venule prints them- broken.—*—-Jn conse^uepce of these violent 
selves. What I hear from all the scenes of outrages,-the Magistrates read; in diflfer- 
discontent differs very materially from what ent parts of the town, the Riot Act; and, 
appears in these(irints; but, let it; I will we are sorry to say, they were greatly an- 
publish nothing^^either about ti*e magis noyed by tlic populace,in fulhlling this 

trates or the soldiers or the people, which 1 essential function of office.-It was now 

do not already Bad published in some hire- insinuated by some evil disposed persons, 

ling news-paper.^-My readers ought, that the fire-arms belonging to the Sheffield 

however, to bear this circurnstauce in mind. Local Militia should be destroyed. No 
When they are reading the accounts, they sooner was the hint given, than hundreds 
.ought to bear in mind whence those ac- of the mob proceeded to the place in the 
counts are taken: by whom they are pub- Wicker, where the said arms were depo- 
lished ; and the motives by which the pub- sited, and, after having met. with consi- 

lisliers are actuated.--.There is nothing derable resistance in their attempts to gain 

more injurious than the disguising of the admittance,* the sergeants on duty were at 
truth as to the state of a nation. It is the fast overpowered by vollies of,stones, which 
same as,in a man’s private concerns.. He broke the'Svindow?, and at which some of . 
disguises the truth from himself; he ac- the rioters gained an entrance .into the 
tuaily cheats himself; and, the end of such building. About one hundred stand of 
a man is ruin. When once he is fairly arms and the drums were quickly broken, 
embarked in*that course, nothing can save ;ind other damage committed. Whilst the 

him.-When a nation cannot bear to mob were engaged in this daring work of 

hear the truth respecting its affairs; when destruefion, a party of the 16th Light 
it runs after flattering and ^heating writers Dragoons arrived from the barracks, ap- 
and speakers; when it shewsits impatience prehended several of them, and dispersed 
at being told what it must kjiow to be true, the remainder.—-No lives were lost during 
and against which^it ought to provide; this short but ^hamefiii disturbance.——- 
■■ when a natioif exhibits th^se symptoms, its About sevjsn o^^clocky in the evening of the 
fate iliay be ptetty confidciulyt predicted, disturbance, ffinr of the rioters were sent 
-•—-At any rate, I shall put the Riots upon off to York Castle, to take their trials at' 
record as I find them detailed in the hire- the next Assizes. They were conveyed. 
Jing news-papers; and when I have so from the Town Hall in two chaises, and 
shall offer my remarks, uMppon escorted by a guard of the fSth Light 
tW accounu themselves so much a§ upon Horse to a coq^.iderable distance.-——About 
tlie -cpromeniaries of the Ediibrs of these’ ffiask the cavalry dispersed the people who 
- .this being the/nost effectual way vvere assembled ki .ffie streets, aiid femain 

of placing the whole in a fair light ; of ed on duty dgriug the night, 
sending to every part of the world a tme , 0 

account of these occurrences ; of enabling Lbsds'/ April 13.——The following 
all the wdrid th jtidj^e of the real state in account of the affialr at Mr, Cartwright's 
which we are; and,? this being my ol^ect, milh at J^avvhdds, heriyecn Cleckheaton 
1 must againb^ the *;eai&p .ip bear in luind ah^ Ljittietovfn, tftay be depended upon as 
the cheumstaoee, that the following ac- correcr;——About 80 or 30 u^^tes after 
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twelve o’clock on Saturday nigtit, the gig- 
mill was attacked hy therLuddites or Snap¬ 
pers; and the windows and door of the 
mill were assailed by a.fnrious mob, who 
commenced their attack by the firing of 
arms and the beating of hantmers and 
hatchets. The guard in the mill instantly 
repelled the assault by a steady, firm, and 
- well-directed discharge of musketry from 
within. A regular engagement succeeded^ 
which continued from 15 to 20 minutes, 
during which time, not fewer than 140 
shots were discharged from within. I'iie 
assailants were foiled in their attempt to 
force the windows or doors, and did no 
other damage than break the glass windows 
of the mill. The deltided mob did not 
escape unhurt. Two of the unhappy nfen 
were left wounded upon the spot, and there 
is great reason to believe that several more 
received the contents of the defenders’ mus¬ 
kets, as traces of blood have been observed. 
The two wounded men were put under the 
care of surgeons as sjoon as could be done ; 
one of them, John Booth, a tinner’s ap¬ 
prentice, at Huddersfield, died after hav¬ 
ing his leg<amputated. Samuel Hartley, a 
cropper, of Huddersfield, who worked 
with one Webb, or Webster, at the same 
• place (and*formerly withMr. Cartwright, at 
Halifax,) was shotthrough thebreast; hedied 

yesterday afternoon.-Frdm the diisec- 

tion of the shot, it ia conjectured that he 
received his wound in the act of firing on 
the mill, or in an attitude sinfilar to that 
of firing a musket. Several 'hammers, 
masks, afid a pick-lock key were left upon 
the premises. Both the men died without 
making any confession of their accomplices; 
but several must faiwe been so vvounded as 

to lead to the kiioMedge of them.':- 

Letters received yesterday state, that since 
the resistance made by Mr.' Cartwright 
and his assistants, the rioters have not ven- , 
tuixd to appear in*great numbers in that 
ueighbourhe^. • Of the deluded wretches 
concerned in that attack, two more have 
since died of the wounds they received on 
that oc<;asibD; which makes the number of 
lives lost four. To prevent the recurre’nce 
of similar da'ngers, the liilttary no lotlg^f 
waited for tumuituous assemblings, but^ 
went about, dispersing the disturbers 
wherever they found theiA meeting toge¬ 
ther in small numbers. 

• > 

Huodersvield, Aprii, 18.—This 
place has been all hurry, and confusion 
durii^g the present week, bdf no depre- 
duiona^ltave been committed .-^A Special 
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Sessions was holden bere on Motiday last, 
and several' persons underwent cxaffliiia- 
tions before the Magistrates respecting the 
late desperate attack at Mr. Cartwright's 
mill, but nothing material cotild Ae disr 
Covered. The Magistrates c^n» to the 
Resolution of enforcing the Vrotch and 
Ward Act in this Town. Booth, who 
died of his wounds, was-interred here at 
six o’clock on Thursday morning, gretA 
numbers of people poured in from all 
quatiers during the morning, in expectation 
of seeing tSi^ funeral, which was over be¬ 
fore the majority of them arrived; all is. 
now quiet. Hartley wtis interred at Ha¬ 
lifax the preceding day with considerable 
parade; a number of persons who follow&d 
him to the gfave were pressed in mourning, 
and wore round their arms a^bandage of 
white crape, 

BarRxley, April 18.-On Wed¬ 

nesday (the market day) at Barnsley, a 
disposition to riot mauilested itself; the 
cause of complaint alleged was the high 
price of provisions, particularly potatoes. 
In consequence of an express sent to G. W. 
Wentworth, Esq. the Magistrate, who, 
knowing that the Wakefield Royal Vo¬ 
lunteers were that day on duty, sent or¬ 
ders to them end the Wakefield troop of 
Yeomanry Cavalry to prepare immediately 
to set out lor Barnsley. The latter com¬ 
menced their inarch with all expedition, 
but were met on the road by a messenger, 
iilfo^ming tiiem that the Civil Power alone 
had succeeded in allaying the tumult. 
They immediately retUrne?!, and stopped 
the infantry just ready to commeiice^heir 
march. 

Riots in Lancashire. 

Manchester, April 14.— - Since 

Wednesday' evening tlie town has been 
peaceabTe and free* from* alarm; but the 
more eljfectually to preserve- good order, 
and prevent the renewal of the shameful 
ebnduetPof Wednesday, the constables sent 
a circular letter (of which the following is 
a copy) to every publican in the town^i— 
“* Sii'i-T-We are desired by the Magistrates 

to order all thq public-houses to be shut 
“ by 7 o'clock in tlie evening, so' long as 
“ the riotous disposition whicli manifested 
‘Htself yesterday shall continue, to whi^h* 
“ we^ request your strict aitention,——r- 
“ Edmund Lloyd,—James Kearsley^ Cuu. 
“stables,*’ • 

Riots IN CiMUHitsR. 

Chester Apri u 14.——Wi.^ grief 1 
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infotia foiJi thtt- ih Ttlits «ou«*tiy We are 
tbrcatened witliMeiwis of ri(^ and disorder, 
occas/KMied % the dtoress ej^riehced 
among the lower orders, from Av'ant of eio- 
ploym^t and tlie high price of provisions. 
Two ^Ij^pts have luwly been made in 
Stockpontr-rOTie in Spencer and Co.’s in 
Hiilgate; ft is a -weaving factory of vast 
extent, where the work is wholly dohe by 
ichUdren, Part of a window was taken 
out, and several torches put in i The 
flames were beginning to make their ap¬ 
pearance., when a wott^au happened to dis¬ 
cover them, and gave the alarm. In 
'Stockport ihrealeping letters have been 
sent to dJBerent people, signed JV'td itfrfd. 
©n Saturday night, the 4tli instant, a ball 
was fired at the'proprietor of a factory, 
where the looms are worked by power, 
while sittmg in his own house ; and the 
same night, another factory of the same, de¬ 
scription w'as assailed with stones, ^y which 
tlie windows svere broken. 

Stockport, April 14. {Letter from 
Mrs. Crodair to her husband w'ho was in 

London.)-W* had been for some days 

under great apprehension of the mob. This 
morning, about nine o'clock, the people 
began to assemble in considerable numbers. 
Tliey halted at otir large .gates fat Edge- 
ley), and remairfed there for nearly an 
hour, calling to us at intervals to of»ea ouf 
windows, and throwing stones in order to 
compel us to comply with their wishes. 

' Finding neither of any avail, they pro¬ 
ceeded iovvards this town, their numbers 
increasing as *they proceeded along. In¬ 
stead of entering by the usual road, 'they 
visited several houses and factories, where 
they broke all before them. * They then 
returned to Edgeley, in number about 
three thousand. On perceivuig them from 
«ur cottage coming 0own the r^ad, 1 as¬ 
sembled the child ten and nprse in the par¬ 
lour, abd fasteued the windows and doors; 
theu gardener presently rushed into the 
loom, and conjured us to fly ihat‘’moment, 
if we svished to save our lives. It was 
'^th difliculty 1 could speak; but: each 
snatchit% up a child, we escaped U the 
great gate just‘in time to avoid the rabble. 
We proceeded w MrsiSykts’s ; but befor^ 
we leachcdi our destination, we saw our 
cottai^e eayeldpCd ui flata^. Every thing, 
I have stticfe jeath^ wa$ consumed by the^ 
fire, ■ and nothing left but the shell. The 
mob iiestt proceeded the fiicfory, wliere 
they broke the wiidovys,. destroyed the 
looius^, aud feut aU tte werh which an^as 


in profess; arid having finished this tnis- 
chiefj they repeatlrii the three cheers which 
they gave on -seeing the flames first burst 
from our dwelling. The cry was, ‘ now 
‘ for Sykes;’ but hefpire they could accom¬ 
plish their wicked purpose on our friend, 
some military arrived, accompanied by 
Mr. Tunier, whose exertions have been 
indefatigable. He had been much dis¬ 
tressed on seeing our house in flames, and 
had seen nobody to inform him of our 
escape.. The females of Mr. Sykes's fa- 
nTdy are gone to'Manchester for security, 
whilst ^ve have taken reftige Jiere; Tlie 
{xistcliaise in which we came was escorted 
by four of the Scptch Greys. The rioters 
were headed by two men, dressed in wo¬ 
men's clothes, who Wre culled General 
Ludd'i wives. We are again left witliout 
apparel, but such as the kindness of our 
fricuds supplies. Mr. Sykes has been try- 
ing to get more soldiers-at Edgeley, for 
the rioters appear worse than ever. Mars- 
land and other families have'taken shelter 
at Manchester. Mr. Carside, who en¬ 
deavoured to protect our property, and 
even ventured to reproach the mob for 
their conduct, has been severely beaten 
and bruised.——It is now nine o’clock at 
night, and 1 learn the inoh arc more out¬ 
rageous than, evet-at Edgeley. Fresh sol-, 
djers have been just sent there. Another 
troop of horse are expected lu-idght. 

Macclesfield, April 15.—-The streets 
of this loyal and peaceable borough were, 
oil Monday last, the scenes of devastation 
and riot that would have disgraced tlie pre¬ 
cincts of St. Gil4s. Happy, however, we 
are to stale, that, from evidence wiiich ap¬ 
pears, our own towitsmen were neither in¬ 
stigators nor ringleaders in the affair, though 
it c' 4 nnot be denied that ^ousands of them 
were aiding and assisting in the tninult 
.after it began. We . wil l lay before our 
readers a true .and impartial statement of 
the fact, .and assign the cause, so far as our 
information goes.—Early in the forenoon, 
Mr. Daniel Ruwson, a factor of gteat busi¬ 
ness in the town, received a letter from 
^Stockport, thryetening the 'immediate de¬ 
struction of his and his neighbours’ pro¬ 
perty, Already rioters had began, to 
assemble in tite fields adjoining the town; 
and by noon ,v finding they had sufficient 
force ift ca/ry^eir determination into effect, 
they entered the M!arket-place. They pro¬ 
ceeded to Iriqaire bow potato^ sold, and 
not approving tfiri price* began to., throw 
them about streets : five bap were: ^«s 
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disposed of, wljen the foremost of tbetxr, 
having a blue ribbon in fais hat, was taken 
into custody, and {edged in the common 
gaol by order: of ihe magistrates. The.. 
word M rescue!” was given, the doom of 
the gaol broken, tlte man set at liberty, 
and carried in triumph to the Market* place 
in an instant of time, the mob faaltooingand 
shouting.—After a short deliberation, two, 
apparently the ringleaders, held up a stick 
—the signal was answered by an universal 
liuzza, and tlte whole body set forward to 
the premises of Mr. Kowsoh, in Mill-street.* 
Here they demolished ail the windows, 
broke the dopr of the shopy and rolled the 
cheeses and other articles through the 
streets. When tlie destruction was cont- 
plete, and another shout of triumph had* 
succeeded, they took the road through 
Pickford and Sunderland-streets to the 
shops of Messrs. John Holland, Simon 
Malkin, Hufjert Malkin, Samuel Glowes, 
Matthias Mason, and several others ; some 
of which they completely gutted, destroy¬ 
ing the 'Windows and furniture, and w'ere 
guilty of greater excesses as they proceeded. 
—A company of the Royal Cumberland 
Militia were mustered by beat of drum im- 
inediaieiy when the rout began. They fol¬ 
lowed the niA) From street to street without 
success some time; but coming up with 
tlicni in Mill-street, the riot art was ther^ 
read by W. A*>'ton, Esq. one ofthe borough 
irates. The act was repeated in the 
n;.i ret [dace, without any other effect than 
fttiiistr to exasperate the populace; The 
ina<.^'lstrate.s>*wl)u had hoped to appease the 
UimuU by a shew of arms, now saw the ne¬ 
cessity of employing force ; hut, still reluc- j 
' taut to shed blood by the use ofthe fnusket, 
they sniUmoned the Macclesfield troop of 
voiniiteer cavalry. Tbe cavalry mustered 
at 4,p.m. under thdcommand of their Cap¬ 
tain, J. S. Daintry, Esq. amd marched to 
the Waters, and from thence on a hand gal- 
Jop to the factory /if Messrs. Goodall and 
Bircliinall, whither the mob proceeded. 
The latter did not wait the charge, but 
crossed thp fiver in> two directions to the 
fields. A part took the way to Beach, thfc 
residence of C. Wood, Esq.; ahe main body 
ffed to a tract of waste laud, that has long 
been the depository of th» town's rubbish, 
and made a stand here, conwiving yhem- 
selves inaccessible to cavalry. * The cayalry 
hailed in front of the main body,' add the 
magistrates parleyed with tliem to no effect 
for near hal^n hour. MeanwhUe the other 
divisiio!! attadked Mr. Wood’f resident, 
breaking the windows and window frkmet^ 


Inirstinf the doors, and threawhipif tfeUJifc 
of Mr. Wood.. *Thc work of destniCtimi 
was not finished when* the magistrates re¬ 
ceived inforinatioh of it, and a pa(t of the 
horse were dispatched to rout the assajknts. 
The main troop, with the Cumbcrla^ Mi¬ 
litia, speedily followed; the riotc)^ were 
surprised, and again retreating precipitate¬ 
ly aerms the river, efifecied a junction with 
their fellows in the fields adjoining to the 
Manchester road. The cavalry now broke 
in upon them; immediate overthrow and 
dispersion followed ; .several of the ring¬ 
leaders were seized, and the populace ran 
with loud screams and gr^t confusion into 
the town. In Jess than ten minutes an area 
of one hundred acres was cleared, the ca- 
valry leaping hedges and«vVlis in their pro¬ 
gress and driving all before them, amidst a 
storm of stones and brick-bats. “The pri¬ 
soners, as they came in, were delivered 
over to the Cumberland militia, and march¬ 
ed under escort to the Town Hall, where 
they remained strongly guarded.—The 
fields having been cleared, the mob repaired 
to the market-place, and adjoining streets, 
threatening fescue, and growing more out¬ 
rageous as the night advanced. The ca¬ 
valry having dismounted fou refreshment, 
again assembled at seven, and the mob re¬ 
maining deaf to time persuasion of the magis- 
"trates, orders were given to clear the streets. 
This was the most perilous part of the ser¬ 
vice; the rioters clung to the walls, and 
took reiiige in the numerous alleys, throw¬ 
ing stones and bricks from thence with surer 
aim* and ,to the great annoyance of the 
troops. At length, howevci^ they were 
driven from these also, and reduced to their 
last stand in the Old Church-yard : the 
key of the great gates being procured, they 
dispersed with precipitation.—The nightly 
patrol of the tpwn, 300 in number, were 
n(|w collet^d together and proceeded to 
search the inns gpd lo%ing-4iuuses, taking 
uismy into custody for the night, and dis¬ 
missing the more peaceable to their respec- 
tive homes. By the hour of 11,/r. m, the 
town was quiet ; the cavalry, however, con- 
tinw$d on duty until two, and a patrd^ 
during the night.—On the morfling of 
‘Tuesday a troop of the Greys arrived from 
Stockport. • The populace again assembled, 
more,'perhaps, from curiosity to learn the 
fate of the prisoners, than from any hostile 
^otwe. The magistrates, however, appre-^ 
heiiding » rescue, had a strong patrol of 
cavalry.and infantry the market-place 
daring the taking of examinafiorjs previous 
to conimitraent.-^The examinations having 
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Bnished afeout two, m/,|ke roktrmus of i 
three offenders were narlle* out, and they I 
were dispatched in ahaises, under a strong 
escort, to the cattle of Chester,' to take their ' 
triaytt 'the September ilssiee. The,names 
of tmL prisoners cotnjuitted are, William 
Stubb|L Johu iiivesey, and John Jackson ,—» 
No .aptecieftt evidence appearing against ' 
the >i^ainder, they were discharged on 
their recognizances. The mob from this 
time began to decrease ; about seven o’clock 
the Greys cleared the streets; and from that 
time, we are happy tp say, t^e peace of the 
town has not been disturbed.'—We arenow 
under the painful necessity of recording the 
accideat.s. whicl* occurred. . Of the Mac¬ 
clesfield cavalry, two members were severe¬ 
ly hurt; Mr. Hi^iril}othai|i, an alderman 
of the borough, had his arm broken, and 
Mr. Cvitnsditch, solicitor, received several 
contu.sions on the head; many others were 
struck violently, but none ^ngerously 
wounded. Of the rioters, one person, a 
woman, was unfortunately trampled on and 
her arm broken ; the pri.spner, Stubbs, also 
received a deep gash in the head, wlten in 
the act of violently assaulting Mr. Grims- 
ditch.—The instigators of the riot were 
about 300 in number; of these few were 
townsmen of Macclesfield, the majority 
being colliers and carters from fiollington 
and Rainow, or spinners from the hill* 
country near Stqckport. The total number 
of persons riotously assembled was at one 

i tcriod certainly 5000. The boys, at the 
>idding of their eiders, took the more con¬ 
spicuous part of breaking .the windows; 
the leaders did the in-door work. 

\ 

•• i 

Riots the West. 

Tkuko (Cornwall), 17 ih April.—With 
us the miners have returned peaceably to 
their work, and in all these parts the peo¬ 
ple, to their credit, seem'con^viriced that 
every thing tbat cAi be done willJbe done 
to alfcviatc scarcity. V^e put them ^ 

. their guard against the artifices of men who, 
by inflaming their minds, will ihduce them 
to,commit acts that must inevitably aggra 
««vateinstead of alleviatethe evil. The,body 
of the*raiaers have behaved extremfely well 
upon the present scarcity, and it is only 
owing to 3 very small proportipn of them 
that>iiy tumultuousprpc&dings have arisen. 
The In endowed with 

intellects mucti: more acute than otlier ]ie(- 
sons of theipTank in life, and possess the 
feelings of philanthmpy ia an exalted de¬ 
gree, and, when assembled in a tumultuous 

through the of 4psigii* 


ing nten, are easily convinced by sound ar¬ 
guments. These people 'W’ere formerty 
coysidcred a rude, awd. ferot^oiis race, but 
^e now esteemeda very different and oppo¬ 
site character, being civil, moral, and reli¬ 
gious: this happy chtange is in u -measure 
attributed to the indefatigable labours of the 
Idle Rev, John Wesiey, and his persevering 
disciples^ a greater pari of them at present 
being Wesleyan dissenters^ and were assured 
nothing but the severest pressure if distress 
and imperious necessity would impel tkent 
to burst forth thtir complaints or- violate the 
rules of order and regularity ., 

Falmouth (Cornwall), I4th April.— 
Two meetings «of the inhabitants of this 
town have been called to consider on the 
most effectual method of procuring Hour fur 
the use of the poor inhabitants and others. 
Two vessels (American) laden with barrels 
of flour, are in this port,.consigned to mer¬ 
chants in London. Messrs. Foxes and Sons 
are using their interest to have, at least, 
one of the cargoes .landed at Falmouth, and 
sanguine hopes are entertained that these 
gentlemen will succeed. T'kree large carts 
with stores belonging to the Stannary Local 
Militia have been brought in this ajlernoon 
from Redruth, at which place they have till 
now been deposited during the lime the re- 
]^inunl is uiiemployed. 

PlymoVth (Dfevon), April 14.—We 
learn that the Mayor of this town, highly 
to his credit, has appointed constables to at¬ 
tend in the market to see the potatoes brought, 
in from the country publicly sold, so as to 
prevent the bad practice of regrating in 
thes^ times of scarcity. 


Barnstaple (Devonshire).--We are 

sorry to hear, that the sudden rise in the 
price of grain,and potatoes, has had a mis¬ 
chievous jeffect on /he north-east of Corn¬ 
wall, and itsL neighbouring quarter of De¬ 
vonshire. About Barnstaple, soisxc threat¬ 
ening letters ol rather a serious style liave 
'•been sent to persons supposed m be in pos- 
•session of corn, &c. But it is certain- that- 
boyrever the euddcii impulse of alarm may 
have checked the circulation of pi:ovisions, 
there is actually*no scarcity in Etevon« 

Such is history of the last week.—— 
Let «us haow sec a .Uttle vyhat the venal 
writers say upon the subject, beginning 
with him of the Bun of the|j ISth instant, 
wffo has ^iscoyered, that the p'eople are 
** sef en” by somebody to commit acts of 
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violent. However, let us t^e his ar^cSe, 
paragraph by paragraph, and sec what it « 
madeeu , . 

Jl^e rejoice to find that the accounts of 
the disturbances at Slujfield were very muck 
exonerated, and that when the last letters 
came away every thing was perfectly tran~ 
quU^ ana we have no doubt but the re- 
iurning good sense of (he misguided people 
in other parts, will produce the same 
effects. 

Whenever these men* begin by “ re* 
“joicing,” which they frequently do, you 
may be well assured, that they are per¬ 
fectly convinced that they are uttering 
falsehoods. The accounU from Slieffield 
were ‘.‘exaggerated" were they? But, 
the subsequent, that is to Say, the latest 
accounts; those tell us, that there were 
soldiers called out; that there were regular 
soldiers called out of the Barracks, and 
that by these and these only the people 
were reduced. This I take to be the cri¬ 
terion: the employing of regular soldiers 
against any part of the people is with me 
the standard, whereby to-judge of the na¬ 
ture and extent of a riot. It will, I sup¬ 
pose, not be denied, that soldiers ought 
not to be caUed gut as long as the civil ma¬ 
gistrate has the power of keeping the peace 
without such assistance. This> I suppose,' 
no one, not, even John Bowles, will af- 
. tempt to deny ; and, i» follows!* of course, 
either tjiat the bayonet was called forth 
wantonly at Slieflield, or that the riots were 
full as serious as they have been described 
to be; and, of course, that the accounts have 

not been exaggerated.-we take this 

K rule for our guide, jye shall not*.cume to 

an erroneous concluskni.-Let us see, 

then. At Shelheld the 15th regiment of 
Lt. Dragoons are called in fromUheir Bar¬ 
racks to make head agaiqst the people as¬ 
sembled ; and, wheit^ibur men.cometo be 
sent oS' to jail, we see the$i sent under a 
guard of this same regiment,—--—At Man¬ 
chester, where, it appears, there are more 
Barracks, the streets were patroled by 
soldiers day and night, after the people 
had been dispersed by £hem,-~—At Storje- 
port we fiad. the Scotch Greys regiment of* 
Dragoons called in from Manchester, and 
we sec a party of them guarding the post- 
chatse, in which were MrsICuodair and 
family. ——- At Mapcleslield we see the 
Royal Cumberland regular Militia Galled 
out and the Volunteer Cavalry of the 
place; but these do not iuSice, ifhd A 
troop of the Scotch Greys are obliged to 
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be calR^ -The 

tratest iit Mfct^field, wb examiisIhlS 
into, the conduct of parties apprehendidy 
are obliged IQ have a guard of sddiers* 
They actually sstf, in their judkialA^P^” 
city, under the iwotection of the J%idar 
army.——^Against the people a^Jfcmbled 
in Cornwall a regiment , of Welsn Militia 
were called out; and, as will- be seen by. 
«the intdligence, they removed the arms of 
the Local Militia from their place of dep- 
sit, that is to say, from the neighbourhood 
of the Local Militia tpen, and carried them 
and put them* into a castle at Falmouth.' 
At Nottingham and in the nelghbourbocKl * 
we have seen soldiers c^led out for many 
months past, for the purpose of keeping the 
peace and fo.s protectlpg property. At 
that town the soldiers, have been marched 
to church with fixed bayonets? Wlien 
some prisoners were put into jail, the 
jail was, guarded by soldiers. When 
two or three of the prisoners were to be 
removed for the purpose of being transt 
ported, we were informed, that they were 
taken out and brought off under a military 
escort.——-Now, one of two things must 
be true ; the employment of military force 
has, upon these occasions, been necessary; 
or, it has not. IF it has not, I must 
leave the Sun news-paper to settle the mat-* 
ter with the Magistrates who have called 
out the troops ; if it has been necessary, 1 
will leave the reader to judge whether the 
accounts of the riots have been exaggerated. 

-It is very well for the hirelings to say 

tliA the accounts have been exaggerated. 
So far the thing does. B*t, |^en they 
have to explain to us the reason for using 
the regular army upon all these occasions; 
they have to explain to us, how it lias 
come to pass, that the civil government of 
the country has not been sufficient for.keep¬ 
ing the geopie in order. This is what 
they have to explain;'*and «his they do not 
explain.-Tf—Tiiey may endeavour to tlirow 
*dust in the eyes of their readers; amb as 
far as thdir party goes, .they succeed; but, 
they will,deceive nobody else; and parti- 
culiuriy the enemy, who so well uodtlh- 
stands these matters, and who, iiv judging 
of our state, wjll pay attention to nothing 
but facts.* He will see the regular army 
employed as abp^e described ; and he will 
imow precisely what that means. H© will 
,{001 want the commentaries of tlie Gtmrit^ 
the Post, the Sun, and base Tithes, .to 
assist him in foifming his judginiCht. 
Thereforej if they wish to Wind hiiB, with 
regard to these, riots, they should not say 
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a word aboiit the soi4«P*» They sbould cfuster, mr ma^ ailempU'i* excite discon- 
sink thetti albgctWer ; %jplf. tbe^ tent in the i^rumeralde puhlkcdions tkoit 

he will khtw cxa^ what our state is. hm>e of Ittie ismedjrnm^ or in . 

_-Th^ at-ticle in ibe Sun prd&ds thus : the harangues which have heenr in mrious 

* pdrtSi addressed hg demngogues to the 

W^^^e been warmJ;^ Mtackei, in the people; but we are persuaded thed t^ great 
Chroiii^ of this <%, for slating that mass of the nation view these proceedings 
wicked c^ infamous arts have been used to in a ver^, different tight, 
excite discontent in the minds of the people. Name *. name 1 —Name these inflammai 
“ Where,’* says the Ghraaicle, “ is the' lory handbills ! Name any one of “ those. 

slightest vestige of art to be traced ? To ** innumerabie publications that have, of 
“ what quarter is it intended to ascribe the “late, issued from the press.” Name 
wicked and infamous designs of setting bme of the dethagogues who have been 
“ on the people to commit disorders ?” making harangues to the people, iii va- 
And weir the phronicle mighrtsk these rious pans. You cannot. Your asscr- 
questions. The people at Manchester as* tiun is false. - The poor, tame press dares 
sembled, in consequence of an invitation not speak abos'e^ts breath. There is no 
from tlie Civil Officers of <ihe place, for man, who, iu plainfuudisguised language, 
the purpose of discussing an Address to such as the people understand, dares to 
the Princ^ Regent; and when it was found call upon the pppie tor their abhorrence 
that they had assembled, those who had of any part of the system. In short, who 
invited them would hold no ineetiRg. This dares utter a word tendiug to excite the 
enraged them. Violences followed. And, people to resistance? Is not this a false- 
need this hireling go any further for the hood, then, orrather, have, we not here a 
arts which have been used to excite dis- String of the basest as well as the most 
coiuciu?” Why here are cause and effect impudent falsehoods? Let this writer 
clearly before the public. Why, then, name one of the publications,»to wdiich he 

talk of “ wicked and infamous arts ?”- alludes ; let him name one of the dema- 

At Nottingham the people have assembled gogues; or, let him hold his tongue, 
to break frames, because, as they say, But, this is always the miserable shift rC' 
those frames, by enabling their masters to sorted to in such cases. It is always .said, 
lower their wages, reduce them to starva- ’that somebody “ gets the people on.” Set 
tion. The fact appears to be, that there is tiiem on indeed! When they come and 
so much less Work now than there has tell you, that they want wages and food, 
been for years past, that the people suffer what reiison have you to seek dor any 
greatly. But, whether they are deceived secret cause? What reason have you to 
in the cause of their distresses or not, *the be bunting after plotters and iilfiammatory . 

act of i^i^g has manifestly been their own demagogues?-But, now comes the 

aetc. There has been nobody to set , them pinch. * 

OK. There has been nobody to urge them IVe cirtainly do ^not attribute to the ' 
to revolt. There have been no aris made Morning Chronicle^'or to the Parly which 
use of by any body for this purpose. Aiid, it supports, a design to set on the people to 
this is a base and miserable attempt to commit disorders; but ive do say, that by 
throw the blame of the riots tipon tbpse gloomy misrepresentations of the slate of 
who wish to ste a reform.in the p<ditical the country, by conolant exaggerations of 
system, and of whom the children of cor- all the ,di0icuUies with, which it is sur- 
rufgidn are much more afraid than they are* rounded^ they have facilitated the attempts 
of' the rioters.——sBut, let us hear the ex- of other nun who are as hostile to the- 
plaoation of this charge. Opposition as to the Ministers, qfid whose 

e^Our readers will obseive how ingeniously uitimate object is .the destruction of the 
the terntS of the question proposed tmus are Constitution itself We flately acquit the 
varied from those of our assertion: We Party of any wish to excite tke people to 
said, {hat arts have been used t(k£}iLCWE commit disorders ? {hey only wished to' ex- 
d)ISC0Jf3*E/ff, and are asked, to whom cite just as much discontent as would in- 
we ascribe the wicked Msisn of selling on duce them, im public, to itsire d,change of 
ike peohU to commit disorders? The: Mini^rj, but in doing so, they have t^n- 
Chroniae, we presume, can jind' no ves- lentionallyy no doubt, been promoting {he 
lige of design to on the people to view^ of u desperate faciiom in this country, 
commit disorders in the injtanunatory and serving the cause of. our implactible 
kand-bUls that were cUstKihuled at ^ enmy. 





Now, bcK are some conressionj; some 
inromiation fof iHe Emperor Napolcoa. 
He is here told, that the Party in nppbsitiuii 
to the mmia^tcrs'dd not wish to destroy the 
constitution, but that tliey wish to excite 
just that degree ordiscontent and revolt as 
will put them in tlife places of the ministei's. 
This is a pretty good thing to tell the peo¬ 
ple as well as Napoleon. The next piece 
of information is, that there are “other 
“ men who are as hostile to the Opposition 
“ as to the ministry, and whose ultimate 
“ object is the deslructio|i of the constiiu^ 
“ tion, ’ ’ For “ conslilution , ’' read corrupt 

lion, and then you are right enough.-- 

What a wicked tlnng to wish to destroy 
that upon which these two parties fatten by 
turns! Oh! sad fellows these “other 

“ men” must be !-But, alas ! where 

are these other men? Who has seen them? 
Some of them must have been at Notting¬ 
ham, to be sure; or at some of the other 
scenes of resistance! Some of you have 
called die rioters, Reformers. Ah! coward¬ 
ly wretches, you are now at -your wits end ! 
In 179^2 and 1793, you set the deluded 
j)eopJc in all these same towns to burn Tom 
Paine in efti^y. Then did you shout for 
joy; then did you ekult in the success of 

your malignant falsehoods.-And now 

you have found, have you, that it is “a 
“ desperate faction” who have occasioned 
these assemblages of the people. The faction 
need not be*so very despergfe,” which 
is able to raise the people in so many parts 
of the country at once, and that,^ too, at 
the first essay, if there be a faction capa¬ 
ble of this now, what may not that same 
faction do by-and-by, wh^n the manufac¬ 
turing districts shall see that an Ai°crican 
war has cut off their last hope of a revival 
of employment ? Really, this is a “ fac- 
“ lion” not to bf despised. If I were 
chief ruler of the country, I should be for 
gaining over such a faction*to my side, in- 
.stead of abusing them,*as abuse v^ry seldom 
makes the objects rtf it luorcf friendly to the 

party abusing.-But, where, I again ask, 

are the members of this “ faction?” What 
are their names? How do they operate^^ 

•-Oh! for ^ plot ! What would the 

Anii-jacobins now give for a plot! Whit 
would they give for a letter sent to some of the 
cluBs of manufacturers by "some well-known 
reformer in London, insligat|ig the former 
to revolt ? What would they give for such 

a thing as llial?-^Alas! it would be of 

no use 1 Not the least in the world. All 
the famous purposes that went answered by 
thc-datcctiou of plots, in the early part of 


the Igsi war, are iiti longer a^pti<»bie. 
It is not now a agdinSt principle^ ^d 
opinions: It is a war agaihst physical Tmrce. 
It is nbwiiO^use to inaVe tbe peoplepfEog- 
land believe, that they haVe Demoerats and 
Deists amongst them. The knnwWge of 
that will not aid them against the Jrias of 
Buonaparte. It wouM be quite usejiss now 
for George Rose to repeat his story about 
the “ blessed comforts of religion.” All 
'these means arc now become out of vogue. 
They are not to be played off again.—— 
But, is it not too impudent in the partisans 
of the war against Prance to attempt npw 
to throw the blame upon the Reformer^, 
who have all along been opposed to that 
war ? The Anti-jacobins said that the war 
was necessary to our exist<^ce; they mark¬ 
ed out as traitdrs all who asserted,,the con¬ 
trary. Well, they had their ryvn way; 
They did what they liked. They defeated 
the Reformers, ruined thousands, and to¬ 
tally destroyed many. Well, theii, what 
more do they want ? They followed their 
own system; and, shall they nmv blame 
the ]X)or Reformers for the consequences ? 
If the Reformers had been in power, they 
would have had no war with France. Yes, 
it will be said; but, then England would 
have been ruined ; the French would have 
come hither and debauched all our wives 
and daughters, *and have made us all 
atheists; they would, to use George Rose’s 
words, have robbed us of “ the blessed 
“ comforts of religion.” Well, then, you 
have got what you wanted. You have the 
wai; and its fruits; and much good may 
they do you; do not blame us Jacobins, 
or reformers, for any of the accompani¬ 
ments that may be a little disagreeable. * 

Peace.- .The report of a letter hav¬ 

ing been received by our ministers from the 
French minister of foreign affairs has given 
nise to soaie speculations upon the subject 
of peace, w'hich arc tmt altogether unwor¬ 
thy of notice, especially at this time, when 
the pressure of war is so severely felt.— 
The hireling prints have begun to repro¬ 
bate, beforehand, the idea of treating wi^ 
Napoieon upon certain terms, vvhjch he is 
supposed to be resolved to insist upon ; and 
wbicii, indeed, I dare say he will, insist 
upun; iiaftiely, the freedom of neutral com¬ 
merce as stipulated for in tlie treaty of 
Utrecht; the evacuation by us of the Penin- 
"Sula, Malta, Sicily, Minorca, Majorca, and 
all the colonies that ,we have taken from 
Prance, Holland, and" Denmark. These, I 
think, would be the pieliuiiuaries proposed 
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' by him.'—is quite useless i» abuse bij^ 
for i< i We cannot wealawi bis power by 
abuse; and, all we have to' consider, is, 
whether; by continuing the war, we shall 
get belief terms than we should get now. 
Don’S^e angry, good Anti-jacobin, at my 
taikin^thus coolly upon the subject.. If 
you camgo on with the war, till you beat 
Buonapart^, do it; but, don’t be out of 
temper about the matter. It is your oWii, 
war ; and you are not to blame any body 

dse for any of its consequences.-1 can- 

• tiot help noticing, in a particular manner, 
a passage in the Times newrf-paper upon 
.. the subject. It is as follow's: —^—‘ "^uona- 
“ parte will certcinly not find our Govern- 
** ment more accessible on this point now 
“ than they were, at the time of the Erfurth 
‘‘conferences. Spain has since suffered, 

“ but she has struggled with a noble and 
“ heroic heart. Ali things are more fa- 
vmuvble now than they were then. It is 
“ a ^at element in our calculation, that 
“ Spain has persevered, and that multi- 
“ piled defeats have even given vigour to a 
“ spirit, which w’e had almost thought ex- 
“ linguished among the oppressive restraints 
“ and enfeebling superstitions of the public 
“ mind in the Peninsula. Our army has 
“ learned the lesson of war in a cause which 
“ would give a new splendour to victory, 
“ and take its disgrace eVen from defeat; 
“ the tried courage of our troops abroad 
“ hits given fearlessness to the native 
“ strength of our population at home, and 
“ we can now despise invasion. This we 
“ owe, in no small degree, to the Spanish 
“ war ; and |f character in arms, and con- 
“ fidence incur Allies, be strength,we are 
‘‘‘stronger than ever. -We cannot suspect 
‘‘ that the sagacity of our enemy has been so 
far imposed on by tlte accounts of our 
“ commercial distresses, as to think that 
“ our “ poverty, though riot our will,” 
“ may consent to tlie severe tefnis^whidi 
“ !ve ‘miglit offer to au impoverished and 
discontented neighbour. Buonaparte must 
“ fnow the exaggerated nature of those 
“ acicounts : how 'much those tumults are 
^ ^e effect of tfl/efcssrecss on the one hand, 
Wild insubordination on the other f iad 
“ how fltr the Orators who speak of Eng-> 
“ land as sinking under her calamities are 
“ ffom belifeving their«oWn statements. 

. “ There is no nation to whom peace is not 

“ desirable: but with a navy which wan- 
“ derS over the seas without an enemy to 
“ luid or to subdue,yr-with an army now 
“ unequalled by the same number in the 


[“ world,^#!^ m dja- 

racier, the diily cute was still want- 
“ ing to our natiphal glory,—with allies 
‘* faithful,, hold, and persefvering under all 
their misfortunes,—-with re^dicts in our 
“ national strength, wealth,, and spirit, 
“ which—wliatever may be said —fiave 
“ scarcely been touched on^ w'c can have no 
necessity for peace ."——-jOne is really 
lost in astonishment at such impudence! 
And, does the man, who has had the brass 
to put this upon paper, think the JPrench 
?re thus to be imposed upon ? There is 
solid reason in these hirelings not putting 

their names to their performances.- 

This is an insult to the public that has sel¬ 
dom been equalled, A string of barefaced 
falsehoods, too taref>ced to deceive any 
body, could, one must suppose, be intended 
solely for the purpose or insult; for the 
purpose of stinging and goading a suffering 
j people, who, in evil hour, lent their hands 
to the ensuring of their own ruin and mi¬ 
sery.-If the report of the correspond¬ 

ence should turn out to be true, I shall 
endeavour to draw the attention of my 
readers to the subject of p‘eace ; for, it is 
fitting, that we should sec the matter in ii.s 

right light.-1 have often Iiad to shew 

how strong are the interests ^of numerous 
faipilies in favour of war; and, iny opinion 
is, (hat, uutji there be a reform of the House 
of Commons, there never will be, in thi.s 
country, a state o*. things worthy of the 
name of jieace. Nay, I do not much tliink, 
that the form of peace vvill take‘place till 
then; but, in the meanwhile^ it may not 
be amiss to discuss the .subject of peace, 
and to show, as.I think I am able, that there 
is not the smallest probability of our seeing 
a time more favouralrle to negociation than 
the time present. There is a petition to 
the House of Commons, from Blackburn, 
in Lancashire, in favour of peace; and, 1 
have not, for along while, seen any ibing 
better drawn up. t agree in opinion with 
the petitioners', that theTurther we advance 
in the war, the farther we are from the 
•jirofessed object of it, namely,.the humbling 
qf the pride and the lessening of “the power 
of France. This being the case, it is, 
surely, time for us to think about what will 
be the end of suclj a career. 

C WM. COBBETT. 

State Prison-, Kewgale, 

JFriday^^i.lh April, ISli. 
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Fetithn prmnitdio ihemoHihlAlh^rU, 

1S12. " 

To His RdYal Highness the Prince 
Regent. ■ 

The humble Petition of His Majesty’s 
Roman Catholic Subjects of Ireland, Shew- 
eth,—That we, humbly approach your 
Royal Highness, as the Guardian or the 
honour and ialerests of this great Empire, 
and presume respectfully to submit to'your 
Royal consideration, our pqpuliar condition , 
under the penal laws now in force against 
us.—The generous and elevated character 
which the people of Ireland have long been 
tauglit to attach to the name of your Royal 
Highness, has impressed usVith the pleas¬ 
ing confidence, that the glorious work of 
clTectyally relieving the Roinan Catholics of 
these realms from theirtiumerous sufferings, 
has been reserved for your gracious and 
happy inlerposltipn in our favour.—We | 
have pubnciy and solemnly taken every 
oath of fidelity and allegiance, vvhich the 
jealous caution of the Legislature has, from 
time to time, imposed as tests of our politi¬ 
cal and moral [Principles : and although we 
are still set apart (how wounding to every 
sentiment of honour!} as if unworthy of 
credit in these” our sworn declarations, we 
can appeal confidently to the, sacrifices 
which we and our forefathers have long 
made, and whiibh We stillpaake (rj)tber than 
violate conscience by taking oaths ol^ a spi¬ 
ritual import contrary to our belief) as de¬ 
cisive proofs of our profound reverence for 
•the sacred obligalion of an oath.—By those 
awful tests we have bound oijrselves in the 
presence of the All-seeing Deity, wipm all 
classes of Christians adbre, “ To be faith- 
“ fill, and bear true allegiance to our most 
“ gracious Sovereign Lord King George the 
“ Third, and him to defend to the utmost 
of our power against all cdhspiracies and 
attempts whatsoever Against hU Person, 
“Crown, or Dignify: to usd our'Utmost 
“ endeavours to disclose and nuke known 
“ t6 his Majestjr, and his heirs, all treasons 
and traitorous conspiracies which mag, be ‘ 
“ formed against him or them; and faith- 
** fully to maintain, support, and defend,* 
“ to the utmost of our power, the succession 
“ to the Crown in his Majesty’s family, 
agaimt all persons whomsh^er.—That 
by those Oatlis, we have renouuced„and 
“ a^'ured obedience and allegiance unto any 
otW person. claiming or pretending a 
“ right to the crown of this realm—That 
we have rejected, as unchristian and ira- 


“ pileuf to bcReve, t^ deteRtabie'dcM^T^, 

“ that it is lRwfi4, iti any wRys, to 
** anyp^Ron or’persons whomsoever, uMer 
“ pretence o( K«if b2ing heretfcs^Aitd 
“ also that unchristian aiid impious'^finci- 
“ pie, that no faith is to be kept witlj^be-* ’’ 
“ retics-^that it is no erticle of pur/aith; 

“ and W6 renounce, reject, and abjire the 
“ opinion, that Princes excommunicated by 
“ the Prae and Council, or by any autho- 
rity wnatsoever, may be deposed dr mur- 
“ dered by their subjects, or by any person 
.“.whatsoever-That we do not believe that 
“ the Pope of« Rome, *or other forpto, 

“ Prince, Prelate, State, or Potentate,• 
“ or ought to have, any tcRnporal or ciVU 
“ jurisdiction, power, superiority, orpre- 
eminence, within this realm-;-That we 
firmly believe^ thatnohet, in'itself un- 
“ just, immoral, or wicked, can ever be 
“ justified or excused by, or undcr pretence 
“ of coloor that it Was done for the good of 
“ the Church,, or in obedience to any ^c- 
“ clesiastical Power whatsoever—And that 
“ it is not an article of the Catholic Faith, 

“ neither are we thereby required to believe 
“ or profess, that the Pope is infallible, or 
“ that we are bound to any order, in its 
“ own nature immoral, though the Pope, 

“ or any Ecclesiastical PoAver, should issue 
“ or direct such order; but that on the con- 
trary we hold, that it would be sinfiil in 
“ us to pay any respect or obedience thcre- 
“ to—That we do not believe that any sin 
“ whatsoever, committed by us, can be 
“ forgiven at the mere will of any Pope, 

“ or lof any Priest, or of any person or 
“ persons whatsoever; but thaj^any person 
“ who receives absolution, without a sin^- 
“ cere sorrow for such sin, and a firm and, 

“ sincere resolution to avoid future guilt, 

“ and to atone to God, so far from ob- 
“ taining thereby any remission of his sin, 

“ incurs the additional guilt of violating a 
“ aacraigien?—And, by the solemn obli- 
“ gations, vre are^bound and firmly pledged 
to defend, to the utmost of our power, 

“ the settl^eiit and airangement of prb- 
perty in Ireland, as established by th* 

“ laws now in being. That we have de->i>» 
“ cfofed, disavowed, and solemnly abjured, 

S‘any intention to subvert the present 
“ Church Establishment, for the purpose 
“ of substituting "a Catholic Establish- 

‘‘‘ ment in its stead.-And we have 

“ shiemnly sworn that we will not ex- 
“'’ercise any privilege, to which we 
“ are or may becomo entitled, to dis- 
lurb and vveakeri tlie Protestant Religion 
or Protestant Government in Ireland.” 
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__ We caia witii perfect truth asture your 

jRfljral H%biiot8, Aa? UriS'fibiidgft ana 
ral principles, asserted by|bese solemn and 
special fests:^ arc ndt ra with 

our fixed principles, h^t expressly Incul- 
catedaby the rrfigioo which we profess. 

-•—we do most humbly trust, that, 
as prol^sors of doctrines, which permit 
such tests to be taken, we shall appear to 
your Royal Highness to be enutled to the 
full enjoyment of religious freedom,* under' 
the happy Constitutibn of these Realms. 

--Frequently has the Legislature of 

Ireland borne testimony tp ^the uniform 
peaceable demeanour of the Irish Roman 
Catholics,—to t^eir acknowledge merits 
as good, and loyal subjects—to the wisdom 
and sound poli(^ of admitting them to ail 
the blessings of a free Constitution, and of 
thua binding together all classes of the 
people by mutual interest and mutual af> 

lection.-Yet may we humbly represent 

to your Royal Highness,—and wc do so at 
this perilous crisis, with sincere regret and 
deep solicitude—that the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland still remain subject to severe and 
humiliating laws, rigidly enforced, uni¬ 
versally felt, and inflicting upon them 
divers injurious and vexatious disabilities, i 
incapacities, privations, and penalties, by 
reason of their conscientious adherence to 
the religious doctrines of ^their forefathers. 

■!-For nearly the entire period of the' 

last twenty years, the progress of religious 
freedom has been obstructed; and, whilst 
other Christian nations have hastened to 
unbind the fetters imposed upon religious 
dissent, the Roman Cathokes of Irdand i 

have remaiiftd unrelieved.-The laws, j 

which unequivocally attest our innocence 
and our merits, continue to load us with 
the pains of guilt; our own consciencesr— i 
the voice of mankind—acquit us of crime i 
and oflfence. Our Protestant fellow-cili- 
xens press forward^ with gene^ious ardopr 
and enlighteiled benevolence, to testify 
theii' earnest wishes for our relief. Yet 
these Penal Laws, of which we liumbly 
complain, cherish the spirit ol hostihty, 
and impede the cordial union of the people, 
*^hich is at all times so desirable, and now I 
so necessary.-These Penal Laws ope¬ 

rate for no useful or meritorious purpose.'! 
Aiibrding no aid to th^e Constitution in 
Church or State—not attaching aflection to 
either—they are efficieut only for objects of 


dUnnitm and, sepa- 

rrfe fapm CatholiG, and 

withdravy bqtblfip^ the public good; they 
#ntatc mart against his fcljow-creature, 
alienate the subject ir^ State, and 
leave the Roman Catholic community bur a 
precarious and imperfect protection as the 
reward of lixed and uubr6ke''n allegiance. 
-—n-We forbear to detail the numerous in¬ 
capacities aod inconveniencibs inflicted by 
those taws, directly or indirectly, upon 
(he Eoinau Catholic community—or to 
dwell uiion the fanmiilating and ignomi- 
nions system of exclusion, reproach, and 
suspicion, which they generate and keep 
alive. Perhaps, no other age or nation has 
ever witnessed severities more vexatious, or 
inflictions more taunting, than those svhich 
we have long enduiXid ; and of which but 

too large a ixiriion still remaius.^-Relief 

from these disabilities and penalties* we 
have sought, through every channel that 
has appeared to us to.be legitimate and 
eligible. We have never consciously 
violated, or sought^ to violate, the known 
laws of the land; nor have we pursued our 
object in any other manner, than such^ as 
I has been usually adhered to, and appa- 
I renlly the best calculated to collect and 
! communicate our united sentiments accu¬ 
rately, without tumult, and .o obviate all 
pretext for asserting that the Roman Ca- 
iholic comidunity at large were indifTereiu 

to the pursuit of their freedom.-We 

can affirm^’with perfect sincerity, that wc 
have ntf latent views to realize—mo secret 
or sinister objects to obtain. Any such 
inuputatioii must be cHectuallyTcpelled, as 
we humbly conceive, by the consideration 
of our numbers, our property, our known 
principles and character.——Our object is 
avowed and direct—earnest, yet natural. 
It extends to an equal participation of the 
Civil Rights of the Constitution of our 
country—equally with our fellow-subjects 
of all other rellgiois persuasions: it ex¬ 
tends no farther.-We would cheerfully 

concede the enjoyment of Civil and Reli¬ 
gious Liberty to all mankind; we ask qo 

more for ourselves.-Wef sq,ek not the 

|)o^Iession of offices, but mere eligibility to 
office, in common with odr fellow-citizens 
-—not power or ascendancy over any class 
of people, but the bare permission ic rise 
from our prostrate posture, and to stand 
erect in the Lmpire.— (To be coril^ued.) 


Publuhed by H. BAGSH4W, Brydg^-Street, CoventrGattien. 

1.0KP0N: IVtated by J. H'Creery, SlUk HoniiHCiiiirt, Ilssbatiwt. 
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“ And, wliat will theTVeatcr »y to ndio already finds liia wagps fallen, }iig ree^ called in, 

" and employment scarte. Shoald A WAR be thfe coiBeqtaence of these thne-seivingfAddresAier,, 
•* where is onployment to be fonnd?' and bow are the fiiiiiines bf the poor to be maintained? If ai 
" decent subsistence cannot cron now be obtained but 'witli’nnweariea labour ai^ paiaffal exertion, 
what is to be done when employment ceases,- leiiea wagtt v'e sunk, and provisions rise? Look to 
" it,ye pretended Loyal Addreuers,ye Itood-winlted politicians 1 For,sboald yqnr courtly effusions 
“ be the stalking-horse ofintendted hostilities, to you,'and to yon aloiie, the stamng people will h!»ve 
“ aright to look for subsistence,”——-Addresivto'the lulmbitants of Manchester, bjr a Member of 
the Manchester CoDstitutiraid Society. ESatedloth Dec. 1793, , * 
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TO MANCHESTER ADDRESSERS. 
Gentl'emen, 

There are some people in the world who 
will never listen to reason, except at times 
when they are in 'distress or trouble; who 
are made of that sort of stuff, that must be 
softened by adversity before it vtfll conde¬ 
scend to receive any new impression. 
Whether you answer to this cfescription is 
more'than I can say; but, I Itnow very 
wiell, that your present state is by no means 
an eaviable one; and, I shall, therefore, 
seize this opportunity of endeavouring to 
produce in your minds a just sense of your 
past conduct, and to point out.to you what- 
ought to be ^our conduct in future. * 

Look at my motto ! • Look aS it steadily, 
if you can. Does not the sight of it bring 
the events of 17.92 and 1793 your 
minds ? l^oes not the figure of your per- 
secuied townsmanj Mr. j’homus Walker, 
present itself before yon? And do not 
^our eyes fafl to the ground at the sight ? 
Oh ! exclaiin not agalnSt an endeavour to 
call these things to the public recolleclion. 
Truth and justice .and the national interest 
require that it should be di^e. 

It appears, that you are now in a state of 
confusion approaching towards a civil war; 
we liear of bouses and manufactories de¬ 
stroyed ; of moveable property seized and 
carried off; of the rich being laid uodgr 
contributibns for provisions, money, and 
arms; of large parties of armed people 
facing, and hghting against, soldiers of tnB" 
standing army sent against them by the 
Cov*ernmerit; of- nunierptls, killings and 
woundings: of all these we Hear as having 
recently taken place at Mant^besier an4in the 
country round about for many scores of 
miles, the disturbances having spread into 
several counties. Such is, probably, a«\'ery 
fain! description of the present state of your 


populous and valuable part of the kingdom. 
And, vvhat |irc the alleged causes? A 
scarcity of employment and also of food, 
TThere are, indeed, those who atfiibutc your 
tt'oubl’es to what they called *‘1116 base and 
“ wicked arls of the disaffected but, this 
is too contemptible to'merit much notice; 
for, besides that we have no proof of die 
existence of any disafected persons ih any 
part of the kingdom, we have the fullest 
proof, that those vvbo are concerned in tlie 
troubles distinctly proclaim the grounds of 
their complaint to be a want of sulHcieut 
subsistence, arising from a want of sufficient 
wages. Hence they proceed to the break¬ 
ing of fraiiies, and to the destruction of 
those other machines, the use of which, by- 
supplying the place of manual labour, are; 
by the labouring manufacturers, looked 
njion as a principal cause of their present 
suHerftig;<. . 

Whence, then, are we tjt deduce that 
want of ctnployiuent which has excited 
these troubles ? For, they are not, in any 
great degree, owing to the shortness of the 
last crop of corn, seeing that the quartern 
loaf is now only Is. 6d., and that it was 
2s. for many ’months, in 1800 and 1801 ; 
So thgt, ?F the^ deprSciation of money be 
taken Jntq view, the bread is one-third 
cheaper now than it was then; and yet^ we 
then heard of no such outcries amongst the 
manufacturers. U. is chiefly owing to a 
want of employmient in the roanufacturiAg 
distVicts that wc must attribute those trou¬ 
bles ; and, whence, then, I ask, are we iq 
deduce that want of employ meut ? 

The answer of the Whigs would he; 
“ the Orders in Councilwhile the Mi¬ 
nisters and their partisans will assert, that 
we owe the evil to “ the Berlin and Milan 

Decrees*’ and tht* inexorable iiuefdic- 
tiolis of Buonaparte. 1 will not waste 
your time in any aiiempt to settle ilte 
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disDute between these paTH*® 
ta2 it for gra*.«ed, that ao^ of 
deny, that the evil has ziMen outjf the 

war; and then I shtdr have two/hingtr.to 
do, first, ta examine into your conduct witli 
regard to the producing of the war; taking, 
as 1 proceed, as much notice of the Cliurcb 

and KingVand ** 

may be necessary upon the present GCcasion; 
and second, to point out to you what tine ol 
conduct I think you ought now to pursue, 
in order to remedy the evil which you ex¬ 
perience, and to prevent its becoming of 
still greater magnitude.* . 

, In the year 1792 .. What. 

say you, are yeu going to rip up old 
“ grievances? What can 1792 have to do 
“with 1812?” . ^ .A great deal to 
do with iU Nay, -Jvithout ^ing back to 
that year, Jivc can know nothing of the ori¬ 
gin of the war, and of the hand which you 
had in producing it; nor can we know any 
thing of the light, in which riots ‘at Man¬ 
chester were viewed when they had for 
their object the crushing of those who were 
against war, and in favour of reform. 
Therefore, we must go back to the year 
1792, the time w'hen you were addressed 
in the remarkable words of my motto, and 
when you treated those, who so addressed 
you, as Jacobins and traitors, though they 
could never be shown to ‘have sought lor 
any thing more than the preservation of 
that peace, for. which you now so anxious¬ 
ly pray, and that reform, which has 
since been proved to be absolutely neces- 
sarv to secure us even a chance of espa^ng 
from as great, if not greaiir, calamities 
than any other nation in Europe.has had to 

ensure. . , . r t. 

‘ In the year 1792, when the design of the 
English government to join in the. wai 
against France became manifest, many pet" 
sons endeavoured to warn the people of ^e 
mischiefs that would, in all huntan proba^ 
.bility, arise out of such a War. ^They xe- 
> -monstrated with the partisans of war in 
this*way: “We have always.said, our 
‘ ‘ best writers have always been teaching us, 
*fcthat the French'were miserable slaves; 
“ tliey have been, for ages, onr scorn and 
“ reproach; wc have held that they areaJ 
“ race bow^ down by the heavy hand of 

“ tvranny, tiebased and. degraded by it. 

. “ we have, for ages, been in the habit ol 
“ representing them as a people, eachxnan 
“ of whom held his life at the mercy of U 
“ despotic governroont, and that govern- 
“ mrat wc have represented as the rnost 
“ profligate and corrupt m the whole 


“ world* We have been copstantly railing 
** agaioKt Ibe itiizy drones who 

“ used to cat up ihe fi-hits of the earth; 
“ and against add the intolerance, reiigious 
“ as weTl as p4hica)[, 'with which the pep- 
“ pie of France were cursed.—Wdl,-' 
added the Reformers, “ we now .see the 


“ people of France rising against this abo- 
“ miuable tyranny. We have seen them 
“ put down'ilic institutions of Monkery; 

we have seen them abolish those feudal 
“ usages which were so degrading to the 
“ mass of the people, and so iiitaleraWy 
“‘oppressive ; we have seen them, in short, 

‘ assert their rights as men, resolved no 
‘ longer to be treated as beasts. And, 

‘ shall we for iliis become their enemy ? 

‘ Shall we Englishmen arm apinst them, 

“> and assist in drivitog them again into the 
“ toils from which they have broken loose? 

“ Shall wc lend our aid in re-fastening 
“ their chains? That such is the object 
“ of the coalesced powees we cannot doubt, 

“ after the proclamation of the Duke of 
“ Brunswick. . And, is it-possible, that 
“ Englishmen will willingly assist.in such 
“ an enterprise?” Such was the language 
of the English Reformers during the yey 
1792, and there was still good reason to 
hope, that war between England and 
France might h«ive been prevented. In 
the month of August, in that year, the peo¬ 
ple of France dethroned their king, which 
gave rise to great clamours against them in 
I England: and, afterwards, when he was* 
put to drath, that became the signal of war 
against France. The Reformers, however,, 
were still for peace. They urged, that the 
French people accused their king of very 
serious crimes;'that the accusation might 
be false,‘ but that wo> had no means of as¬ 
certaining the fact,‘and that, at any rate, 
England could have no right to interfere in 
the inteihai aflairs of‘France, any more 
than France had to interfere in matter.? con¬ 
nected with xhe succession to the throne of 
England. Tl«y said, that it was impolitic 
as well is unjust in England to take part in 
the war, then begun by Austria and Prussia 
j^ainst France. They said'it .would be 
fioslile to the liberty, the prosperity, and 
«?ven die independence of England. Such 
were the doctrines of the English Reformers 
in the year 1792; at which lime there were 
numerous sorieties of reformers established 
in the kin^oin, one of which societies yvas 
at Madchesier, and ■belonging to that so¬ 
ciety was Mr. Thomas Walker, of whose 
trt:^jm«i« ii^all speak more fully by-a»d- 

by. 
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TTfee partisans of, war were hotj during 
this titne, inacdve; and, being counte- 
tianced by tbe governmeat, their operations 
were carried on to great advantage. Un? 
abie to meet the Reformers in argument, 
they, at a very early period of the contest, 
threw aside discussion and resorted to accu¬ 
sation. Mr. Paine's pamphlets were first 
answered by Proclamations, and afterwards 
by Ex-Officio Informations, while the Rci 
formers, though seeking for nothing more 
than both Pitt and Fox had declared to be 
necessary to the country’s salvation, were, 
at first, denominated ‘^Republicans and 
“ Levellers," and next, “Jacobins and 
“ Traitors.” Now followed numerous 
prosecutions against the press, and soon 
after a suspension of Ihe Habeas Cor¬ 
pus, or Personal Safety Act, together 
with the rest of that train of mea¬ 
sures, which have led to our actual 
situation. But, amongst other enemies, 
against whom the Reformers had to con¬ 
tend, were those very formidable ones 
called “ Church and King" mobs, who 
made their appearance and gave proof of 
their energy in many parts of the kingdom, 
but no wherS in a manner much more con¬ 
spicuous than at Manchester, as w’e shall 
presently see in the history of their attack 
on the house of Mr. Walker and some of 
his brother Reformers. 

This town, like all other considerabfle 
places, wasi* inundate with.^mblications 
against “Jacobins and Traitors,” and the 
people were, in many places, stirced up to 
acts of violence by sucli means. They 
were told, that these Jacobins meant to de¬ 
stroy the church and all lelJgioti, arid eveiy 
body’s wife and children. They ^wre told, 
that the French had *got several hundreds 
of kings instead of one, and that these Jaco¬ 
bins meant to make themselves kings of 
England, and to take all ih^ieople’s goods 
from them of every sort; and, that the only 
way of preventing this was, .to assist the 
government in putting down the said Jaco¬ 
bins. 

On the 1 Uh of Decerabey, 1792 (a mc,- 
morable duy for Manchester) the Borongli.- 
reeve called a .meeting of the frieiids yf 
“Social Order and our holy Religion." 
On the lOth, the day before this meeting 
took*place, the Address, a passage of which 
I have taken for my motto, >>#8 published. 

-It is worthy of remark, that thege was 

the same sort of contest going on in 179$ 
as there has been now in 1812. The Bo, 
roughreeve called the meeting’for a govtrn- 
meii' object, and his advertisement was 


answered by publkitibmf on the »tde. 
But, strikingf indeed,, is the Motrast whea 
we come to the rfsuli/ The meeting ia 
1792 was called for the professed purpose 
ofpreparing c Dutiful and Loyal Ad- 
dress Id His Majesty on his late procla- 
“ mation." There had been three procla¬ 
mations, one against what vrere called 
“ seditious writings," one for embodying 
a part of the Militia, and a third offering a 
a bounty to seamen.——War was not yet 
declared; but, it was quite impossible for 
any man in his senses not to perceive that it 
was resolvtd'iipon. The Reformers, there¬ 
fore, in their appeal to the people of Man^ 
Chester, endeavoured to convince them, that 
by such addresses as they were called 
upon to joit\ in, the government meant to 
feel the pulse of the people ; and, said the 
xvriter, “ if it can procure sutfli addre.sses 
“ as the one contemplated, it may safely 
“ conclude, that no absurdity can be too 
“ gross for the i>copIe to swallow, and no 
“ burdens too heavy for them to bear.” 
He, therefore, called upon the inhabitants 
of Manchester to pause awhile, and to 
consider what class of them could be bene¬ 
fited by WAR. He then put to them the 
following pithy questions :” “ Will fund- 

“ ecf property become more valuable? 
“ Will landed ^property increase by it? 
“ Will it diminish the excise, or the land 
“ tax, or the house tax, or the window 
“ lax, or the commutation tax, or any Of 
“ the long, luug catalogue of taxes, which 
“ lie so heavy upon this devoted country ? 
“ Will the Jiome trade be increased by 
“ war? By war, which will add to these 
“ numerous taxes—which will enhance»the 
“ necessaries of life—and which will lessen 
“ the consumption of manufactures of every 
“kind? Will the exporter benefit by 
“ war, which will increase the risk of ex- 
“ portaiion—the price of insurance—and 
theeprirae co|t of almost ^svery material ? 
“ By war^ which will delay the execution 
“ of foreign orders, by depriving our rner- 
“ chants ftf their seam^—and putinjeo- 
“ pardy, the roost material part of our 
“trade?" ** 

ll’ the Inhabitants of Manchestter were 
uuable to answer these questions !n,l792, 
they are quite competent to the task in 
1812, Experiehce is a great teacher! 
However, the Meeting took place, and the 
y Dutiful and Loyal Address" was carried 
amidst the acclamations of the \>cople. 
The Inhabitants of‘Manchester b;id not 
theii had the benefit of the lessotis of this 
great teacher. They thoughtJ as they were 
T2 . . ’ 
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«oW to think, that the time was arrived for where, I understaciil, they have done very 
“ clipping the wings pf France^' for ever, well, arid Whence they may now, in 'per- 
and they supposed, dynhtltess,' that that feet safety,-view the state of that town, in 
would be ,a fine thing for theiibi Time, which they were persecuted, 
however, Kas convinced therii, that they Mr. Walker himself resided mostly in a 
-were misinformed. The wings of France, country house which he rented, and, sudi 
instead of being clipped, have been grow- was the ti6fr/y then enjoyed by him, that 
ing from tKat day to this, and, after having the man of Whom he rented the house went 
covered roost cffectnally her own territories, to him, ^fjbrr the above-mentioned riots, 
have been extended over the ‘ territories of and expressed his fears, that the bouse 
almost all our former allies. would be pulled down. Still, however. 

But, when this Meeting of the Addressers he persevered in his endeavours to open 
was over, the “ dutifuhand loyal” assem- the eyes of his townsmen; still he and his 
hlage did not set an example o'i the efiect of society raised their voices for Rejorm of 
%.h6se principles of “Siwial Ordei^” in the Parliament and for a Continuation of Peace 
propagation of wliich they were engaged, with France. But, it was not long before 
They, in short, became rioters; ihey at- he had much moj^e. serious dangers to en- 
lackcd Mr, Thomas^ Walker'g house, and epumer. After ruiupurs of his having been 
»1su the house of Mr. Thomas Cooper, an- guilty of treason had been some time afioat, 
other meiuBer of the Constitutional Society, to tin; great terror of his wife and childKii 
that is to say, another parliamentary Re- and all who- were connected with him, 
foriner. The attack was renewed,and re- there was a warrant on a charge of high 
peated several times, and the riots conti- treason actually issued Against him, but, it 
lined, with intervals, for some days. Now, w'as not executed. He was, at last, in- 
what was, ujxwi this occasion, the conduct dieted, with others,‘for a conspiracy to 
«f those who called themselves “the “ overthrow the constitution and goverii- 
Loyal?” Did they make any efforts to “ ment, and to aid and assist the French 
prevent the destruction of the property of “ in case they should invade the kingdom.” 
Mr. Walker, or of any one else who was Of this crime he and all those who were in- 
^cnown to be an advocate of Reform? Mr. dieted with hini were acquitted. The 
Walker, in his narrative, jjublished at the Judge, Heatli, lokl him he w'as honour- 
time, says that he received no protection ably acquitted. The witness, THOMAS 
whatever; he says, that, during the day of IfUNN, who was the only one, and who 
the meeting, he was told that a riot was was also thr informer, was proved to have 
talked of for the night; he says, that the been guilty of wilful perjury, and to have 
mob were made drunk, in the same way as confessed that he had been BRIBED to do 
at elections; that they were colkctecl’ tsge- what he had done I This wretch was' 
ther and led liiiough the streets with music, committed from the court; was tried at 
wiih a board hoisted as a standard, with the next assixes,«;md was sentenced to stand 
“‘CHURCH AND KING” written upon in the pillory and to ^ imprisoned for two 
it; that they huzza'd as they proceeded, years. 

and now and then shouted “DAMN TOM. But, .wlio was to sustain, for any length 
“ PAINEthat a friend of his was ill of time, the complicated and accumulated 
treated for making application for prolec- persecutions tlijt Mr. Walker had to en- 
lion ; and tliai^ one persop in partieular, counter ? ,The exiignses of these law-pro- 
whose office he names, told themiob, that ceedings, including the prosecution of the 
he would give therii a guinea for the house villain pu«n, he states at upwards of 
nf every jacobin.that they vAiuld pull THREE THOUSAND POUNDSThis 
down. Upon this same occasieii, the house, yas so much that he had to pay for the 
liT two printers and booksellers, M(tesrs< flAanceofsaviughimselffroin tranSportation; 
FalkneiP and Birch, was attacked by the fer the chance of not being dragged from 
Church and King mob, and was very scri-* bis family, and sent to pass the rest of his 
ously injured. "Thesetwo gentlcmenj who life amongst thieves, robbers, and, the 
published ri news-paperyIcalled the “ Man- most infamous of mankind. 1 have not the 
“ chcsteir Hei’ald," were afterwards pur- pleasure to £now Mr. Walker personally, 
sued by the'govenii^nt, tin they had acct^ and can speak positively of the effects of 
inulaud upon their beads FIVE EX- his persecution uo further than I find them 
OFFICIO INFORMATiONS and SIX recorded in bis book; but, 1 have heard, 
INDICTMENTS. Theyli not relishing the that he wris finally compelled to quit Man- 
idea oT dying in a gariJ.' went tri America, cliester and its neighbourhood ; and, in all 

■ ■ t; t ' 
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probability, he escaped with th< wreck of“ Painte’s fritflds, have hid ho effect on 
his fortune. ** them. Re had many workmen; Paine’s 

Such, Gentlemen, was the treatment “ book was put into their hands, and to 
which your opponents received at Man- “ hla knpwlcdgc they veasonedT thus upon 
Chester, when, at the outset, they endea- “it: “ Equality is impossible—arc we to 
voured to persuade the people not to give “ “ change our condition for that of French- 
their countenance to a war, the eflectsoi “ “men?'—Two shillings a da]^ for eight- 
which they foresaw and foretold, and which “ “ pence?—Warm clothes lor broken 
effects the thim deluded people are novy ““breeches?—and plenty of wholesome 
tasting. And, what was said of rioting “ “ beef for FROGS ?—No; we will have 
then? In what way were the rioters then “ “no such fellowship with them. —He 
spoken of by the frieudsof “ Social Or- “ said he felt the most sincere satisfaction 
“ der?” This is a questiou worth an- “in having it in his iwwer to declare, 
swering. It is of great importance to “ that such a useful body of men, from 
know what men in authority then said “ whose labours and industry the counlry 
upon the subject of ri 9 ting. In what way “ received such abundant benefits, had but 
they spoke 4 rioters. Mr. Walker’s “one sentipent, and* that was loyalty^ 
book (and this shows the utility of putting “ attachment for their lawful governors, 
things upon record) refers me to the Debates “ and veneration for the Constitution. As 
in Parliament; where I find, that, upon a “ to party alnongst them, there was once a 
motion of Mr. GnEY (now Lord Grey) for “ divisjon—one side called Pittites, and 
a prosecution, by the Attorney General, of “ the other Foxites; but that has ceased; 
the authorof a “ publication lending “they have all coalesced, andcalltheui- 

to excite riots against-the Dissenters; here, “ selves KINGITES !” 
in this Debate, I find Mr. Windham (then Now, Gentlemen Addressers, I do not 
one of the Ministers) aosweriug Mr. Fox know whether the Baronet is at present one 
in the following words: “ The House bad of your body, as he was in 1792, when he 
“ directed no prosecutions on either side, actually attended at the Meeting, whiclv 
“and, therefore, could not be charged was followed by the riot against Mr. Walk- 
with partiality. The law was equally er and others; but, if he be still one 
“ open in all cases. The indignation ex- amongst you, it is worth while for him to 
“ cited against Mr. Walker, was inach loi>k back a little to what passed at that 
more fafrly imputed to Jiis political time. He Hun said, that the common 
“ opinions, than to his being dissenter, people were pretty good judges of things ; 
“It Was natural and even justifiable for belter than they were snpjiosed lo be; 

“ men, tq feel indignation against those and,*therefore, he is, I should hope, dis- 
“ who promulgated doctrines, threalening jiosed to censure those at k^ochester, who 
all that was valuable and dear in society; have now aciually produced public, dis- 
“ and if there were not means of redress turbances by wishing to shut the common 
“by law, even violence was justifiable, people out of a Meeting, publicly called, 
“But we had laws, tlierefore violence and with the professed obj,eel of deliberating 
“ ought to be puqished ; and on.this ground upon questions of great national importance, 
“he defended the associ^ons, as tending Surely, the common people are as well 
“ to prevent violence as giving vigour to •qualified' to j^udge how as they were in 
“ the law,” ■* ' 1792. yiiey had then speculation to pro- 

This was the Vay, in which riots and ceed upon. They now have experjcnce, 
rioters were lAcra si>okeu of, Mr. Grey’s and deav-bougUt experience too. 
motion was,rejected, though, on the oilier Having now, Genifemen, reminded you 
side, lift Aiioruey General was active of the past; having reinmded you of*the 
enough in the prosecution of Paine and cohduct of the rioters who took •“ 
others. During this Debate Mu. Peel, wh® “ awd King” for their motto; having re- 
has been since made a ^aronel, and whose minded j^ou of your own conduct* at that 
sod his a good/at place under the Minister; time, let me beg of you now to hear me 
Mr. Peel made the followiijg most curious vyith patience, while I give you iny advice * 
observations and statement. He sajd, that as to your future conduct, in which advice 
“ The COMMON 'PEOPLE ARE BET-^'will be comprised my opinion as to the 
“ TER JUDGES OF THINGS THAN remedy for those evils, which your town 
“THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO» BE. and neighbourhoorl experience. 

“ French wriiings and Paine’s writings. And, first, permit ;ne to express a hope, 
“and all the wriiings and doctrines of that you will" never attempt to raise a 
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Church und Kin^’ mch 4hsd. you will 
never use (neans for iDfiamiug the minds of 
the peo|)le, and for exciting iiBtiiij in tfam 
against any *5601, either of religionists or of 
politicians, on account of their opinions. 
You now have seen, and some of you have 
felt, whati^t is to be exposed to popular 
violence; you have seen and felt what it is 
to'be in a state, where, for the moment at 
least, the law has been of no use to you; 
and, do you not think, that Messrs. Cooper 
and Walker, and Falkner and Birch had 
feelings as well as you havcf?« Do you 
think that any just man will feel more 
compassion fur Messrs. Burton and Coodair 
than for Mr. Walker? Mrs. Gooriair and 
children were, it seems, compelled to flee 
for their lives; and were not Mrs. Walker 
and her cluldien? It is certainly u[>oii 
unjustifiable grounds that the assailants of 
Messrs. Burton liave proceeded; but, w'ere 
the grounds justifiable upon which the 
assailants of Mr. Walker proceeded ? The 
violences committed against Mf^ Walker 
do by no means justify those now com¬ 
mitting. It is not in that way that 1 have 
stated them. I have brought them for- 
^ward as a warning to you, whom I look 
upon as the same sort of persons, if not the 
very same persons, who were addressers in 
1 7^1; ana, I wish to remftid you of your 
language at that time respecting riots, com¬ 
pared to what your language is now ; I 
wish to avail myself of this occasion to im¬ 
press upon your minds the ^nger of coun¬ 
tenancing popular violence against an ad¬ 
versary ; 1 vt'ij^ you to bear in mind how 
teriibie an agent it is to employ^; and, 
whife you are feeling yourselves, I wish to 
make you feel for those of your townsmen, 
who, in 170‘5>, were insulted, assaulted, 
persecuted, and driven into exile. 

But, you will say, perhaps, that they 
were bad men ; yliat sliey Wished* to pver-* 
turn,the constitution, the Chprch and 
“ King.” It was not for you and the 
niob ‘io judge them. Mr. Walker was 
fried and acquitted', apd his accuser was 
preved to have. acknowledged that he had 
bwti bribed to bear false witnesa agaihst 
him. Mr. Cloopcr, the next in point of 
suffering to Mr. Walker, has since risen 
to great emihcnce in America, filling 
. places of considerable public trust. And, 
as to thfir wishing to overturn the consti¬ 
tution, all their writings, all the reso-*; 
. lutions, addresses, petHtjions, and declara¬ 
tions of their society, show that they wialicd 
^ to preserve the ebnstitiitioh nf England by 
prtjcuring that rcfofoi in’ the ii^Tusc of 


Addmsers. 

Commtms, wbiidi Mr. Ritt ,tiid lhe®*dce 
of Richmond, and Lord 

Ghinham befere them, had dechred to be 
absolutely necessary to the salvation of 
England. This was what Mr. Walker 
and his associates sought for; you might 
charge them with having other designs, 
but you never proved such charge to be 
tjTje, nor can you now prove it to be true. 
Be their politics what they might, it was 
not for you to take upon you to judge 
them. You bad a.right to show that they 
were in the wrong; but, you had no right 
to hold them forth as persons having de¬ 
signs which' you could not prove them to 
have. 

What was thea3v,|ceyifhich Mr. Walker 
and his associates gave you ? Look at luy 
motto. There you will see how earnest 
they were with you to set your faces against 
war^ against that war, which has led to 
the state of things in wdiich we now arc. 
Supposing them to have been wrong ; sup¬ 
posing their opinions- to have been wholly 
erroneous; what then? Why, it was 
your duty, if you perceived their error, to 
reject their advice ; to combat their opi¬ 
nions ; to defeat the object of their writings; 
but, you had no right to report to any 
other means than those offered by the use 
of reason,'verbally or through the press. 
And, indeed, there was the less excuse for 
violence of a«y sort, as it was declared by 
Mr. Peel,, that the people were not so 
easily deceived as some imagined*; that 
they were pretty good judges upun political 
questions; that the wTitings of Paine had 
na effect upon them ; that they knew that 
equality was impossible; that they liked 
warm clothes better tl>an broken breeches ; 
that they, did not wish to change their con¬ 
dition for jthat of Frenchmen; that they 
preferred plei\iy of wholesome beef to 
frogs; that they' were unanimous in their 
love and admiration' of the government. 
Now, this being the case, there could be 
ho necessity nor any excuse fur language 
calculated to rouse the people to hatred 
and to acts of violence against those who 
approved of the Writings of. Paiue. Sup- 
osing, therefore, the Reformers to have 
een in the wrong, there chuld be no pos¬ 
sible justification for pursuing them with 
rancour and violence. 

But„,Gentlemen, ‘‘ ye Loyal Address- 
ers,” were the Reformers wrong ? Hstve 
you not now the Woful experience of their 
haviisg been right? Have you not now- 
before yoiir eyes the fulfilment of tlieir 
predictions to the very letter?- If Mf' 
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Thomas Geoper were liei# at this 
could Jifi draw the picture of your pres£nt 
situati($ti more correctly than he drew it in 
Ijrophecy twenty years ago? But, 1 much 
question if even he ever supposed, that the 
war, which he so zealously and ably la¬ 
boured to prevent, would produce a hunr 
dredth part of the miseries which it has 
produced. If the advice of Messrs. Cooper 
and Walker had been followed, there* 
would have been no war of England against 
France ; the Ibnner wojild have lield the 
olBce.of Meejiatress between France and her 
enemies; and, though there might have 
been great troubles and convulsions in: 
France, there is no good reason to suppose ; 
that they would have Derated to the in-! 
jury of England, or to the danger of ady 
part of tlie constitution. Being Mediatress, 
England would have been able to.keep the 
ambition of France within bounds of mo¬ 
deration ; because the colonies of France 
(by far the richest in the world) would 
have been at our mercy. -But, when once 
we were got into war, and had taken cw 
destroyed all that our power could reach, 
France cared no more for our hostility ; not 
being able to take vengeance upon us, she 
intiicted it upon our allies; and, ior the 
'loss of her colonies, her commerce and her 
fleet, she sought couipeusatiot\ in the siibju? 
gatiou of the Continent. Tills we saw 
with a dry* eye, as Jong as jve were per¬ 
mitted to trade with those who had been 
subjugated ; but now, when that trade is 
put an end Jo, we begin to feel all the con¬ 
sequences of the fatal politics, which, iit 
the year 1792, w'ere adopted by Pitt and 
his colleagues and sanctioned by, you, the 
Addressers of Maneflester, in opposition to 
the pressing solicitations, the earnest pray¬ 
ers, of those whom you called Jacobins and 
Levellers; whom* you marked out as ob¬ 
jects for popular hatred^ *and who soon 
becaiue the objects cf^opular violence; yes, 
of the violence of* that very populace, who 
have now committed acts of violerfce against 
yourselves,. 

Whaba lesson is aere 1 How forcibly 
do these facts fCason against all attempts to 
delude the people ! Against all atteirfptg 
to expose our fellow-citizcus to popular ha¬ 
tred by unfounded imputations; against all 
attempts to stifle opinions j^y {tersonal re¬ 
proach ! You succe^ed for the time. Your 
persecuted iieltbw-dtizens were, 'tor the'* 
greater part, destroyed or ruined. The 
cry of Church and King, and Xhnatt Tom. 

and the Jacobins*' triumphed. 
The jails were crowded with those agamst 


whop*, the cry ^as raised^ But, the war, 
against which they set their faces, nut 
the' less pjreduced the consequences which 
they airpr^ended from it. Pariiameatary 
■Reform has been prevented; an odium haf 
been thrown upon tire nameof republican and 
that of reformer; but, still, the consequences 
of the war are the same. The republic of 
France is no more; France is governed by 
an Emperor; but, this circumstance ha& 
not prevented the danger to England; and, 

I believe it will not be denied, that so/ne 
of those tjrho weft, in 1792, so much 
alarmed at the idea of seeing France a, re-, 
public, would now rejoice exceedingly to 
see her primary assemblies and her coHr 
vention restored. I s%y some of them ; 
because I anf aware, that there are others, 
who, rather than see such an (ptainple ex¬ 
isting on the other side of the channel, 
would see England herself under the domi¬ 
nion of in Emperor of France. 

The real cause of the war with-France 
was, I am convinced, the dread of a Par~ 
liatmnlary Reform in England. I wish 
you, Gentlemen, to pay particular atten¬ 
tion to this ; to hear me with patience, 
and to judge with candour whether ray 
opinion be, or be not, founded in reason. 

. You remember well, that all the So¬ 
cieties, which sprang up in 1792, had for 
their avowed object that Reform in the 
Commons’ Housd of Parliament, on the 
necessity of which to the liberties of the 
country so many men of great talents, and 
sqi).i)e;of great public virtue, had insisted. 
Amongst tlfcse Societies was that- of ‘‘ the 
“ Friends of the People,'* to whom be¬ 
longed many Lords and Commonersof^reat 
fortunes and of excellent character, ^nd 
whose memorable petition was presented to 
the House by Mr. Grey, in May, 1793. 
The Reformers derived great countenance 
from the changes, an favour of public li¬ 
berty, which'were taking place in France, 
during llTSP ibe three following years. 
The cau^e was then a cause of fllty"years’ 
standing; it had ahvays been gaining 
ground; and the proce^ings in France 
mode k very apparent, that, unless a re¬ 
form took place in England, the latter coun¬ 
try must no longer talk of its superior liberty. 
It was BOW seeq, therefore, by the enemies 
of Reforin, that they must give way at^ 
home, or that the free system of govern- 
tuent adopted in France must bfr Qtvetoet. 

. We must observe |oo, in justice to- dmse 
; who still opposed Reform, in 1793, that 
! the French bad then abolished all feud a 
I rights, all Fclvileged Ord«»„ and had 





propiriated alf C^uitb jitepeg^ 

Jit use; and» jt ttiigirt, f^rbaps, have 
bt<H feared, that iwnie*ctf the RetiflPraers in 
England vdslked to go the sskitie lengths. 

, This is, however, going hill as far as any 
fair reasoner xaii demand; and, ■ it does, in 
uiy opiniiyi, by no means amount tpa jusli- 
hcatiun of -the refusal to enter upon a^Re- 
lortM of the Paiiiameul; because, either 
the nation in general went the same lengths 
as the most Democratical ol tlie Refoiiners, 
or they did not; if tfie latter, these Re¬ 
formers could never have eariied tlieir 
ijoini; and, il the fornner, thegetteri*] wish 
of tiie nation 01 igh« to have been, at least, 
listened to, which the )U’ayer for Kerorni 
net er was. A difjerent mode of reasoning 
was, however, adopted by tfte enemies of 
Kefonn. They thought, that if they once 
gave an extension of the elective francliise, 
a Democracy would pour in upon them aS 
it had upon the Nobles and Clergy of 
Frame ; smd, that, therefore, they must re¬ 
solve to resist every attempt at change; and 
that, ill order to liavc tlie means of resist¬ 
ance in their hands, and,- at the sam;: time, 
to assist in destroying the fearful exam^de 
in France, it .was necessary to join in tire 
cualitiou against tlve new order of things in 
that country. Timse who rea.sonctl thus 
(and many good men did str reason), do not 
appear to have calculated upon any of the 
coiiscrpieiices that a war against France 
might bring in its train, other than thpscof 
mere .expense; and, every one can rciucm- 
ber, that the common saying was, tfaatJit 
was “ better for a man to givd the half of' 
his property'in taxes, tliau to have the j 
“ whole tateu from him by a revolution.” i 
Buf, we have.now learned, that there were' 
other dangers besides those to be apprehend¬ 
ed from the examples of tuuircAy ,* we have 
lived to see, that an extremely .'•J regular 
governnienl” in Fwince is, to* say thet 
least of, it, as furniidable is alt the re- 
ibnuers, republicans, jacobins, ancf levellers 
ptrt tdgether. , 

The wise way wAuId have been to re-, 
fortip the Parliuuieiit in agreeably tu 

the plan Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Rich¬ 
mond. That w-ould have satisfied all men 
of any weighf iu the nation, whether from 
their property or tfieir talents. That mea- 
, sure would have left reasonable men no¬ 
thing to complaiu about; and peacemight 
have been preserved witb France, whose 
leaders would have fcttuid it their interest 
to cultivate harmony wdih England. I be- 
^ J^e, that-all the. old governments of the 
^ fStoUuent: would have.; bceit destrofed. 


They never eould have existed ivlule tl»ire 
vvas a free goveihiiient in France.' But, 
have we saved tiiose governments?' Are ' 
they not all ovetturaed except that of Rus¬ 
sia, which it would be diihcult to get any 
ottc to ensure fw any length of time ? By 
taking part in the vvar, we have not saved 
any one of the old goveniuients of Europe, 
while we have, by so taking part, deprived 
ourselves of the means of preventing those 
immense additions to the territory of 
Fcance that now njake her so formidable. 

If we had not taken part in the war; if we 
had remained neutral; we should, at all 
limes, have had the means of checking the 
ambitious strides of the French, because the 
loss of what we sTmuli^ have bad it in our 
pftwer to take from them would have been 
so great and so severely felt, that whoever 
liad been at the head of their afTairs would 
have been afraid to provoke a w'ar with us. 
By joining in the 'coalition against the 
French, by seizing their colonies, by de¬ 
stroying their commerce and ruining their 
colonists, merchants, and traders, by de¬ 
molishing their fleet, and especially by our 
declarations against the priudlples of the 
revolution: by these acts we rendered them 
quite desperate with regard to jus; we left 
them no reason to fear any thing further at' 
qur hands, anfi, therefore, we h.ad no means 
leh of interposing for the prevention of 
tliose additic^s to tit# territoiV of France 
of which we nosv so lieavily complain, and 
which gives her the power of diicctl'y shut¬ 
ting the Continent, and indirectly shutting ' 
I America against us. When we complaiu 
of the ambilien qf France, as displayed in 
her apprqpriating to herself so nrany coun¬ 
tries heretofore iDtlejlerideut, we do not 
seem to consider what she has lost during 
the war. We offer to give her back iier 
colonies indeed; but, we have not SI. Do¬ 
mingo (worth aTt the rest of the West In¬ 
dies) to giv’e her back; and, are we ready 
to give her back her fleet ? Tliese are 
losses which she owes to us; and she has 
sqnght, upon the Cradtient, ,to obtain a 
cohpeasation ; and tfte obtaining, of that 
coaipensation has put into ,her hands the 
pofver of doing what she now does with re¬ 
gard to our trade and commerce. 

But, you will say, it is nowtoolatdto 
talk of what iii^ht have been done in 1792. 
It is too late to prevent what has already 
‘ taken place, I gr:mt; but, it is not too late, 
but is precisely the time, to look back at 
pur past errbrsy and, by clearly perceiving 
how we iiaVe erred, , to guard ourselves 
agaiiut future errors. You, especialjy, wluo 
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were sf> eager for war in 1702 and l793y 
wid who so vefiemently abused all those 
■who opposed you; you who saw the houses 
of some.of your townsmen demolished be¬ 
cause they were against that war, which 
has, in 'the end, proved so calamitous, 
ought, surely, now to do all that Ijes in 
your power to show that your error was 
not wiltul. The immediate cause of the 
riots in your town and neighbourhood was 
the advertisement for a Meeting to address 
the Regent. The inhabitants were al^ 
called together by that publication; but, it 
was found that they v/ere reallif coring; 
and that they were coming in opposition to 
the intended Address ; when this was dis¬ 
covered, then you would Aave no 
and your Address was to lie for signatures^ 
at the Police Office! Was this yiiir.* 
Was this decent? Was this just? How 
could you expect any thing short of what 
took place ? And, tliough a riot is never to 
be countenanced, and ought always to be 
decidedly censured, whether the cry be for 
“ Church and King,” or against Farmers, 
Frame*workers, or Tom Paine; still, there 
is great blame to be imputed to those who 
may have been the cause of a riot, as you 
certainly were of that which is said to have 
taken place at the exchange at Manchester. 
If the meeting iiad nut btm^called, it is 
clear that the people would not have as¬ 
sembled upon that occasion; and, if you 
‘ liad/le/d the meeting, and fairly taken the 
sense of ahe people upon your intended Ad¬ 
dress, there would have been no food fur 
discontent, because, as your Address would 
have been negatived, and ope of a contrary 
cast carried in its stead, the people, satis¬ 
fied with their victory, would have gone 
quietly to titeir homesand thus, perhaps, 
would have been prevented all that mis¬ 
chief and bloodshed, all those melancholy 
scenes, wffiich your town and heighbourbood 
have since exhibited, and the ultimate con¬ 
sequences of which no can tell;' for, 
one act of violence leads to another act of 
violence; the iiillictiqn of punishment out 
of the ordinary course of things engenders 
revenge; and, ^if open revenge be check^ 
by fo^e, it assumes the horrible character, 
ot assassination, as appears already to have 
beeA the case in the 'neighbourhood of 
Leeds. 9 

Let me, therefore, advise you, if you call 
meetings another time, to suffer tlftni to 
take place; to receive the sense of the peo¬ 
ple with impartiality; to re^rd that^ensi 
in the usual way; and to yield cheerfully 
to the voice o^the majority thus impartially 


collected. In 

published in 4h^ ^ 

lOth of Aiwil, it issjdd, that 
leaving the* di$cussioo pf the questioii 10 • 
“ the well-informed i»rt of the inhabit- 
ants, as bad always been the cuttom be- 
fore, no pains .were spared to work upon 
the passions, and to mislead tlie judg- 
“ ment of the lower orders.” Now, whe» 
'ther the discussion was confined to the well- 
informed part of the inhabitants^ when, on 
the l lthof Dec. 1792, Mr. Walker’s house 
was attacked, at ’the watch-words of 
“ Church and King” and ^‘Damn Tom 
“ Paine;" whether opurkthat occasion, or 
any of the other numerous occasions to 
wliich I might refer in the early years of 
the war, pains*were spared “ to work upon 
“ the passions and to mislead th^judgment 
of the lower orders;” or, whether the 
lower orders of this same town of Manches¬ 
ter be lets sound of judgment as to politics 
now, than Mr. Peel described them to be 
in the year 1792, when they called out for 
“ Church and King,” and when they 
“ Damned Tom Paine” and burned him in 
effigy: whetlier the affirmative or the ne¬ 
gative of these propositions be true, 1 will 
leave you to determine; but, this I know, 
that, if you meant to collect the sense of a 
chosen few of the inhabitants, you were 
wrong to call a meeting of the inhabitants 
in general. Having called a meeting of 
the inhabitants in general, it was fitting 
and just fairly to take the sense of the 
inl\,abdants in general; for, be it observed, 
if your Address had been carried, it would 
have passed for, and you yoiiVselves would 
have called it, the Address of the Inhabit¬ 
ants in general. Your proceeding was, 
therefore, unfair, and was welt calculated 
to produce the effects which it did pro¬ 
duce. 

• However, you hav% the power to abstain 
from fhe like hi future, and let me advise 
you to dd it, if you be really desirous to 
restore p{;ace to your distracted coanty. 
There are, I perceive, 'Endeavours making 
to inculcate the notion, thjit the riots h|ve 
be«a stirred up by designing men ; and, in 
short, that there is sed<7ton, or reMtion, 
at the bottom of what appears to be nothing 
more tbairthe mjre ordinary effects of want 
of work, joined to the high price of provi¬ 
sions. It has been stated, and particularly 
1*111 the London news-paper, the Cbtirier, ^ 
the S8th of April, th#t the riots liave origi¬ 
nated with persons not suffering from the 
distresses of the times, but actuated by 
oi'Aer /no/h'cs than those of relkviag the 
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»nd tkat jpaim bavje Was 
taken to •i*rU"^a the miads^of .the labcKiring 
Classes by die *'* wawsj dfstribittMMJ of i»» 
fiantmMo^ Atid# in another, 

number of the same print, jt is asserted, 
that papers ioculcating disalfettion are dis¬ 
tributed about in manuseripl. That these 
are falseSoods, no one can, 1 think, dmibt; 
fior, none of the writings or hand-biils are 
produced; not one of them is giv4n us to' 
read; and no proof of their existence is 
given. These, therefore, we must set 
down as falsehoods; ^and, ,i4falsehoods, 
that they are most mabgaant falsehoods 
* every one must gee. The object of them 
cannot be to excite iodignatiwt against the 
rioters, ior that is already done; hut, it must 
be to awaken anew* suspicions against those 
syhose political opinions differ from the opi¬ 
nions of the inventors of these falsehoods; to 
awaken anew ail the animosities of the years 
1792,3 and 4 ;to rekindle the persecutions of 
those times; and, rather than see the prin¬ 
ciples of tlieir opponents triumph, to plunge 
their country into all the horrors of a civil 
war. To see the country disturbed os it 
now is by the discontents arising from want 
i|, one would think, quite distressing 
enough ; news sufficiently agreeable to tell 
i^Iapoleon; but, these implacable, these 
pernicious men, cannot restrain their viru¬ 
lence; they must tell the world, that the 
people are instigated iii tlieir riotous con¬ 
duct by persons who have seditious, if not 
treasonable, designs. What can be more 
infamous, and, at the same time,, mpre 
foolish, than attempts of this sort? The 
men who inakfc these attempts are the real 
enemies of the country, and as.such they 
ought to be punished. 

1 have observed, in the accounts of the 
riots, that the rioters are frequently called 
“ REFORMERS,” the object of which 
must be to excite, in jbe minds nf ignorant 
people, a belief^ that all those who‘wish 
for a ^ Parliamentary Reform, approve of 
riots* that they are, in fact, nothing more 
than rioters not yet broken loose. Now, 
gemlemen, let jne ask you, whether you 
think, that this is the way to restore bar- 
moay to* your town and neighbovyrhood ? 
Whethfr you thinks that this fiad, this 
base a^etopl to affix a sti^a upon tlm Re¬ 
formers t! likely to produce that union of 
' feeling ai^ of effort which is so necessary 
at this motoem f To what these'* 

wretched meo must, cacty their malice! It 
seems, and, inde^, it iS eyideitt, that they 
yvould prefer semng ^g^cpi^Fy utterly ru¬ 
ined, to the seeing that refonu whicit 


every great man that has lived in the ebua- 
try for tte last fifty years' has declared to 
he absolutoly necessary to the well-being 
of the country. Tire cause of reform has 
never b^n attempted to be supported by 
vidence; it has uniformly reli^ upon the 
force of reason and law; it is, tlierefnre, 
infamous in the last degree to endeavour to 
cot) found its advocates with those, who, 
from the tiDh;q>py circumstances of the 
times, are led to set both at defiance. But, 
Resides the wickejdness of these attempts, 
as relating to the parties slandered, bow 
manifestly do tliey tend to encourage the 
enemy! It is, doubtless, great encourage¬ 
ment to him to learn, that there aie such 
serious disturbances in the heart of our 
leoiintry; biit, what, must he think, if these 
writers should succeed in convincing him, 
that, at bottom, these disturbances arise 
from lioiUical causes? And, which is still 
worse, if they should succeed in really en¬ 
gendering a political cause? For, be it 
known to them, that it is quite possible to 
make men that which they are falsely accu¬ 
sed of being. Therefore, of all the things 
to be avoided, false accusations are the 
first. 

There is one thing more, against which 
I will take the liberty to caution you; and 
.that is agaipst the use of that abusive and 
contemptuous language towards the rioters, 
which has been eniployed by the Times 
and some other news-papers. Such lan¬ 
guage camiot possibly do any good'’; and it 
may do a great deal of harm.. Its mevi- 
table effect is to inflame and embitter. To 
s[>eak of them as the Times has done, a.s 
an organized rabble, easily beaten by the 
soldiers; and to say, that it may be de¬ 
sirable that the spirit should break out in 
all the places at once, so that the trouble 
of subduing R may be the sooner over; to 
talk in this light and swaggering manner 
is calculate'd to swdl discontent into rage 
and despair. ' It discd'vers such a cold- 
hloodedriess, such a complete want of 
feeling, that it cannot fail to embitter those 
.vfbom we all ought to desire to see con¬ 
ciliated, if conciliation he possible. Dis- 
.ajlpFohation, censure, blame may he ex¬ 
pressed, but let them always be mixed 
with expressions o*f sorrow, and with com¬ 
passion for the people’s suflerings. I can¬ 
not help h^^y commending a notification 
of Messts. Burtok Hot to empl<w the of- 
f^sivc machines again. For, suppose 
them,to have fu«:eeded by dint of military 
fiarce in defending their fketory; they 
could not have kept soldiers always with 



them'*, and, If they could, what a life 
would it have been to lead ? Besides, the 
danger never ends, as Mr. Cartwright and 
the constable in the neighbourhood of Leeds 
now find; for against them has been at* 
tempted the horrible crime of assassination. 
Persuaded as I am, that, while all pos¬ 
sible protection should be given to those 
who are attacked, nothing in the way of 
conciliation should be neglected. In this 
view of the matter I cannot sufficiently ap¬ 
plaud the conduct of the magistrates of, 
Binningham, who do not hold the language 
of the Times news-paper; but who pro¬ 
pose (o use all the means in their power, 
by subscriptions and otherwise, to relieve 
the distresses of the people* This, what¬ 
ever the Times may think of it, is much 
more likely to prove a protection to pro¬ 
perty than would be a challenge to tlie 
people to fight them with soldiers. This 
merciless writer seems to have no feelings 
that lead him to perceive that the rioters 
are our countrymen; and that if destruc¬ 
tion be the remedy, it is destruction that 
has no fixed limits. But, as I trust, that 
there are not* many men in the kingdom 
who think with him, I deem it unneces¬ 
sary to say jny thing more in opposition 
td his opinions. 

I have now, Gentlemen, performed the 
task that I proposed to myself, wjiicli was^ 
to remind ydh of the.ill-treal^ment which 
the Keforiuers experienced in ytjjir town 
for their* opposition to that war which has 
brought suclj calamities in its train; to 
show you how dangerous it is, let the oc¬ 
casion be what it will, to give countenance 
. to the use of unlawful force ; to sljow you, 
that resorting to popular delusion naturally, 
in the end, brings its own pimisiiriienC ; to 
show you, that .the Reformers,of 1792, 
though so much abused and persecuted, 
foretold what has, at last,'happened, and 
endeavoured to guard*j'ou against it ; and 
herein to show you, that you ouglit to be 
slow to condemn them in future, and, 
more especially, that you ought to refrain 
from ailt^itempts to create a belief that 
they are at the bottom of your present 
troubles, . Finally, I have endeavoured 
to convince you, that, iti ail ^ses where 
it is possible to succeed by them, gentle 
lueans are to be preferred t« means of the 
opposite description. I shall close ipy ad¬ 
dress with the hope that I have not written 
it in vain; but, I cannot help, at parting, 
once more to exhort you not <(0 rail against 
“ Jacobins and Levellers,” that is to say 
the Heformers, as if they had any hand in 
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your troubled Jbey have had no 
they have bad *nothmg to do in making mfiy 
or in making peace; fhey have been able 
to effect not one of their objeett; they 
have ^titioned often enough, but ffa^ 
have never obtained any thing that they 
prayed for; therefore, it is io^ossibte 
that they can have been the cause of 
any of those evils of which the people 
complain. 

I am your friend, 

VVM. COBBETT. 

Stale Prison^ Xewgaltf 
Friday, lit May, 1812. 

P. S. The American Discovery and some 
other topics, especially the City Ad¬ 
dress, mu3t1>e postpolied. 


' IRISH CATHOLICS. 

Petition presented to them on the I4th April, 
1812. 

fConlinued’frompage S44.J 

We have been taught, that, according 
to the pure and practical principles of 
the British Constitution, property is justly 
entitled to a proportionate share of 
power; and we humbly trust, that no 
reasonable apprehension can arise from 
that power, whi'ch can only be obtained 
and exercised through the Constitution. 
--We are sensible, and we do not re¬ 
gret, that this equality of Civil Rights 
(which alone we humbly sue for) will leave 
a fciir- practical ascendancy, wheresoever 
property shall predominate;^ but, whilst 
we recognize and acknowledge the whqle- 
sumeness of this great principle, we can¬ 
not admit the necessity of the unqualified 
disfranchisement of any part of the people, 
in a Constitution like that of these realms. 

--We are'gratified by the reflection, 

(flat ^he Ittainment sf this our Constitu¬ 
tional object will prove as conducive to the 
welfare and security of this great empire, 
as to th» complete relief of the Roman 
Catholic community,—^that it will secure 
the quiet and concord of our country; aaii- 
maK ail classes of the people in ihe com¬ 
mon defence, and form the most stable 
protection against the dangers which hea¬ 
vily menace these. Islands.-For we most 

humbly presume to submit it to your Royal 
Highness, as ,our firm opinion, that ^ 
*equal degree bf enthusiasm cannot reason¬ 
ably be expected Sroin men, who feel 
themselves excluded from a fair participa¬ 
tion of the blessings of a good Constitution 
and Govemmuti at from those who fully 
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partake of its aovantag^tkit the enemies 
of this empire, who meotme its subjuga- ^ 
lioa, found tlieir best hope of ^cccss upon 
.the effects of those Penal Lawsj which, by 
depressing tnillions of the inhabitants of 
Ireland, may weaken their attachment to 
their country, and impair the means of its 
defence^; and that the continued pressure 
of these laws, in times of unexampled 
danger, only spreads the general feeling 
distrustful alarm, and augiueiils the risks 
of common ruin.—^—To avert such evils, 
to preserve and promote die welfare and 
secui'ity of this empire, and to become 
thoroughly idenpfied with our fellow-sub- 
jects in interests and affection, are objects 
as precious in our eyes, upoti every consi¬ 
deration of property, principle, and moral 
duty, as jn those of any other description 
of the inhabitants of these Realms.,—-If, 
in thus humbly submitting our depressed 
condition and our earnest hopes to the con¬ 
sideration of your Royal Highness, we 
would dwell upon the great numbers and 
the property of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, already so considerable and so ra¬ 
pidly increasing, and to their consequent 
most important contributions to the ex¬ 
igencies of the State—we would do so, not 
with a view of exciting unworthy motives 
for concession, but in the honest hope of 
suggesting legitimate and rational grounds 

of Constitutional relief.-And deeply, 

indeed, should we'lament, if these very 
recommendations should only serve to hold 
us out as the objects of harsh suspiciop at 
home, or of daring attempts upon our ' 

allegiance frdin abroad.-May we, then, 

with hearts deeply interested in the fatg of 
this our humble supplication, presume to 
appeal to the wisdom and benignity of ypur 
Royal Highness on behalf of a very nume¬ 
rous, industrious, affectionate, and faith¬ 
ful body of people—sihe Romany Catholics 
of Ireland:—i-And to play, thal your 
Royal Highness may be pleased take into 
youp> valuable consideration the, whole of 
our conditioa—out* numbers, our services, 
our merits, and, our sufferings.-——And, as 
we are conscious of the purity of pur ano- 
tives and the integrity of our principles,.we,, 
therefore, bumb^ pray to be restored to 
the rights and privileges of the Constitution 
of our. Country} to be freed from all penal 
and disabling Layva in force against us on 
account of our Religioua faith; and that w# 
may thereby become paore wo^hy, as well 
as more capable, .of prompting rjhe service 
of the Grown, and the substontial interests 
of this great Empire, apyr committed to 


the rmrmtrkted wisdom of yoiir 
Highness, 



speech of the Easl or Ponodchmobe, on 
the Catholic Claims^ in the House of 
[ Lordsy on the 2lst Apiil^ 1812.— Cot , 
pied from the Morning Chronicle of the 
md April, 1812. 

The Eari. of Donovchmore began by 
observing, that the Petitions which had 
,been presented on the part of tire Catholic 
Body sufficiently represented the grievances 
under W'hich they had so patiently labour¬ 
ed, and the redress wiiicb they now so 
constitutionally sought for ; they came be¬ 
fore their Lordships with a firm but re- 
•spectful appeal to thejr justice, and re¬ 
quired of it in the name of the public good, 
that the Catholics be allowed to contribute 
tbeir strength to that of the empire, by the 
removal of their present disabilities, and 
the revival of their suspended rights. Be¬ 
fore, however, he .proceeded immediately 
to the merits of this question, it might be 
thought necessary to guard against a pre¬ 
liminary objection, that of tft'inging before 
their Lordships what they had already de¬ 
cided upon in the course of the present 
Sessions. It was true, that within that 
period tvi'o questions had been agitated by 
^leir Lordships, which in a great measure 
referred to that of^the claiiife of the Irish 
Catholics. * Indeed, so important above all 
other subjects, was that of the .alarming 
state of Ireland at such a crisis as the pre¬ 
sent, that he should find it difficult to $e- * 
lect a great quq^siion of vital importance to 
the emijire which did not embrace or in¬ 
volve in it that of the expediency of con¬ 
ciliating Ireland; but he admitted, that 
two discussions had been already before 
their Lordships, which indirectly referred 
to the presedt,* but it would nut be pre¬ 
tended that the decision upon either of 
those ought to supersede the discussion 
which he was now about to bring before 
their Lordships. The first of those two 
^cations involved the consideration of the 
manner in which the judicial functions in 
. Ireland had been at that time discharged. 
The second had for its avowed object the 
removal of a distrusted, disunited, * and 
inefficient Administration. Upon neither 
of those occasions, therefore, had any 
Noblfi Lord an opportunity of appropri¬ 
ating his vote t6 the simple question of the 
Catholic Cjlajms, and though such Nolde 
Lord was an enemy to the principle of .ex¬ 
clusion, be might not possibly have felt 
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hknielf prepared to pais censure ufpon. bigotry that took alarm at this da»rtl of 
party, without having his mrtid truth and reason.^ Nor was it to be for- 
inore completely made up upon the sub- gotten, that then, as now, the Gurpora-* 
ject. Some of their Lordships might, per- tion of the City of Dublin took the lead in 
haps, be disposed to wait untirthe then raising the cry against the rightsv)f thetP 
veering and fluctuating state of the Govern- countrymen; but with this remarkable dif- 
ment assumed some fixed and steady form; Terence, that then they had no iticonsider- 
so many persons were said to be wavering, able portion of followers, but that now alf 
whether they could conscientiously remain the influence of a Government Ixerting 
longer in power; and so many were every nerve and sinew to eflect their pur- 
doubting, whether under such circum- ]>ose, could not succeed in procuring one 
stances they could with any conscience ac- other corporation throughout Ireland to 
cept of power at all. jVhatever might, share with the Dublin Corporation the 
have been the motives that led to those disgrace of jtuch a shameless consistency 
two decisions, he conceived that at all (hear! hear!) So much for the infuriate , 
events no Noble Lord was pledged by his bigotry that had been soilong the scourge 
vote upon either of those occasiotrs against of Ireland, and stain of England, and the 
the question now before their Lordships, weakness of both!—A bigotry that seemed 
But if ever there were a question respecting* to be consumflig away“by its own viru- 
which change of opinion had been sane- lence, to be dying under the ir^ense fury 
tiuned by precedent the most weighty and of its own essential poisons t Never the 
extensive, it was that upon the justice of child of the understanding, but in all ages 
tlie Catholic Claims. Jn the year 1792, the oflspfing of the worst passions the 
the CaihuHc question might be said to have worst of hearts could engender (hear ! 
been scouted by the Irish Parliament—the hear! J degrading man into a reasoning 
minority in their favour not exceeding brute, where contradictory vices arc made, 
forty-five, and yet the following year as it were, to clash together, and render 
[l793j wouia be memorable for the first him all that is contemptible and formi- 
great step made hy the Irish Legislature dable—all that is cowardly and ferocious 
towards the fmancipation of the Irish Ca- (hear! hear!). Their Lordships could 
i+iolics ; and this too, after a series of the not but rejoice to perceive bow rapidly tliis 
most intolerant conduct, (he. rejection of odioUs spirit was hastening to its total ex- 
Cathoiic Claims was held out as a signal tinction. Strong as it was in ]7p3, it did 
_ to all the pttty Corporations^ to pour in not influence, it could not over-awe the 
' their addresses, and flatter the prejudices of Irish Parliament—the Act itself was an ar^* 
the hour with effusions of a bigotry best guroent for the principle—the manner in 
litted to compliment such prejudices. In wlych* h had been brought before the'Irish 
■ the recess of that year, the Catholics held Parliament ^as another—it^ came before 
meetings whicli were not then thought them with all the weight and authority of 
. dangerous—a correspondence was opened government; why did not the present 
Ind carried on between them and the Go- question come iu the same manner befdre 
liernment; and to such a height did the op- their Lordships ? He most sincerely ‘ re- 
^^sition to their just claims prqcecd, that gretted that it did not; but he could not as 
the then Secretary for Ireland declined to readily explaih why it did not. He was 
forward their Petitions fo the Throne, ixvare that formerly His Myesty's Ministers 
Subsequently, howevc%, a Noble Viscount had given way upon this subject, from a 
wisely sacrificed tKe prejudices of the Irish respectfuP deference to the known scruples 
Government to the feelings of tlie Irish of a certain illustrious individual. Afthat 
people, and .became instrumental in ob- ])eriod certainly no such message Was to be 
taining £dr the petitioning Catholics access expected ; but surely thera was no groij^nd 
to the Royal ear.—What was the conse-, for •suspecting the existence of any^such ob- 
quence? That which must always be tlie, struction now ! (hear! hear!) To what- 
consequence, when a free people make ever might be supposed to be th« actual 
known their wrongs to a wise and gracious opinions of the JPrince Regent at the pre- 
Monarch—redress was thejconsequence— sent moment upon this question, he knewr , 
redress, not in the fullest sense, l^pt to a; it would not be Parliamentary to allude, 
much larger degree than had been expected *But if one might be allowed to argue from 
at that time by the most sanguine of their what were gencrally'received as th^ knpwn 
friends—and all this too within the«niall opinions of the Prince of Wales——— 
compass of a year, and in defiance of the ; 1 .ord Kevyon called the Noble Lord to 







erder.— -He thought it highlf ^^StiKterfy io 
allude to th'^ opinioM of person exer-, 
cisiog the royal fuiu^ie^ jof the realm 
/hmr!J^ ot to what they were,; 

as it was quite ottparliamentafy to attempt 
to influence the deliberations of that House, 
by stating; the opinions of the Prince 
liegent. 

The tEitRL of I)onoughuobe.~“ Ifahe 
“ Noble Lord’s patience in hear^tg me 
“ had nut been overcome by his excessive 
“ zeal to preserve order, lie might have 
“ learned by tliis thne that I had no inten- 
“ tion of saying whaS he lifts supposed me 
“ to have said. Had the ^oble Lord 

* “ beard me out,^ he would have feund that 
“ I was speaking merely to a point of his- 
“ torj-j to what hisioiy records to have 
** been, at a ceVt^in period, the political 

sentiments of the then Prince of Wales 
—to that, as such, I contend 1 have a 
right to speak, and I must beg leave of 
** the Noble Lord to add, that*uuseason- 
“ able interruptions are not the best means 
“to fireserve order.— {Hear I J —All si- 
“ milar attempts to obstruct my humble 
“ efforts in a good cause, shall prove as 
** impotent as the present. The Catholics 
have not placed their cause in hands that 
“ will tamely allow it to be thwarted by 
interruptions so unseasonable, improper, 
“ and disorderly.” 

Lord Kenyon, in a low tone of voice, 
appealed to the House whether, in his 
view of the Noble Earl’s argument, he was 
not justified in calling him to order. If, 
under that impression, he had unseaspnably 
interrupted the Noble Lord/ he regrejted 
it. He had^merely acted from a sense of 
Parliamentary duty, without intending 
any thing personal to the Noble Earl— 
fHear^ hear.'J. 

The Eake of Donouchmore admitted 
that the Noble Lord was right, in inter¬ 
rupting him; if he ^ad impropprly intre^ 
duced the nanft of the Prince Reglmt to 
influence the proceedings of thift House; 
but avhat was the true statement of his 
at;gumuil? He hsd been reminding the 
House, that inwall.former instances of con¬ 
cision to the Catholics, a message bad 
come dotvQ to Parliament from the'Throne 
recomp^eading such concession. In the 
first instance, he had been explaining, why 
in defeitnee to scruples in*a certaiu quarter, 

* such a recommendation could not have rea¬ 
sonably been expected during the last ter^ 
years; and from thepce be naturally pro¬ 
ceeded to inquire why, siuee such obstruc¬ 
tion #3^ now Qotorieusjy reiQOVGd, no 


message had come down to that Hoehsc 
from the Prince Regent' respecting the 
Claims of the Catholics? Was that to be 
characterized as an attempt to influence the 
deliberations-of their Lordships? (Itedr, 
htiir t) Had he not a right to complain 
fif he thought it matter of complaint], that 
there had been no recommendation in the 
speech from the Throne to consider the 
Claims Of the Catholics? (htnr^ hear!) 
If the question had come before them thus 
recommended, they would in all proba¬ 
bility have gone into Committee. The 
object of his reasoning then, was to induce 
their Lordships to agree to discuss the 
question, rather than to decide upon it; 
but it could be discussed in Committee 
only; for nearly twenty years that House 
•had not gone into Qommittce upon it—that 
was, they bad for that length of time, re¬ 
fused to discuss it; they would now have 
to carry into the Committee the facts, the 
reasoning and progressive truth of twenty 
years’ experience. Who could say what 
prejudices they might shake ofiT in that 
discussion; and, therefore, why might he 
not be permitted to lament the loss of that 
influence which once excited such hopes, 
and now gave such a keen anguish’lo dis¬ 
appointment ? /Hear, hear!) The Ca¬ 
tholics of Ireland were juslihed in expec^- 
ing such a recommendation from the Prince 
Regent, if he was to be interrupted, he 
must know why. He would not suffer 
himself to be frivolously called to order. * 
The whhle history of tlie life of the Prince 
of Wales, while a subject, was a tissue of 
pledges to Ireland -V;* proverbially 

confiding as were liis countrymen, they 
had in tliis instance ample grounds to war¬ 
rant tlie utmost fiiMits of their most un¬ 
qualified and generous confidence. Had 
they doubted such pledges arul assurances 
made by an ardent lofty spirit, they would 
have betrayed*a^raean distrust, wliich their 
worst enemies nevtr yet ranked amongst 
tlieir vices. They rested their faith upon 
solemn pledges gratuitously given, under 
circumstances the most calculated, to male; 

■ slich pledges binding. How iliot^e pledges 
Have been since redeemed, av ill be the 
pfovince of the future historian to record ; 
but if the history of the past sheds no great 
lustre on that of the present times,'" tlie 
fault is not in him. who compares the facts 
of either per^l in order to come at the 
soberirttb. If history be the opposite of 
cidogy, the historian is not the criminal ; 
it iSc^not the historian who creates the in- 
consi&teucy that makes the praises of pne 
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pyr# ^f a man’s life^ the shatne of the iv- that onljr divide ahd t&ai 

mainder, Byt to tura from such heart- that mjght he so easily hceuglit to act to- 
d^ecting subiects, he came at once to the getber.’ J wjslf no man to be-pdh 
broad ground on which be was willing to degraded because he,respects the jdietates 
take his stand in defence of his Gatholic of the consdeace, without which.none can 
countrymen—the claim of constitutional be good citizens.—I would have no dis- 
right on the part of the Catholic; the mis- tinctioiis, but that of the loyal and the dis* 
chiefs of .any exclusive principle with re- loyal— (hear., hearlJ.—Tius is such a 
spect to the constitution.— hear!J mere question of right, that I shooid never 
—Tlie principle of exclusion was, he con- consent to accept emancipation as a boon ; 
tended, in itself faulty, vicious, danger- ■(< is no concession to a British subject to 
ous, and must be ultimately fatal; it was, give him the constitutioii which is his 
as it had-been well denominated by a Noble birth-right; but so^far are the prestmt 
Marquis (Wellesley), whfl had on a former Ministers of the Prince Regent from look- 
■■ n ight l ooked at this question with the mind ing at it id iliis point of view, that they 
of an enlightened Statesman— (hear I )—it notonlyrefuse, but add ins^itto injury. They 
was in itself an evil—a positive evil—an not only refuse to contribute more tban 
imperfection in the frame*of the empire, 8,000. to the college of Maynooth, esta- 
Theii, (said Lord Donoughmorc,) if it is. Wished for the educatioii of the whole 
an evil 1 throw it upon your Lordships to priesthood of Ireland, but one o^them was 
make out the necessity that can justify the known to declare in the other House of 
continuance of that evil.— (Hear, hear, Pailiamcnl, that he sincerely wished that 
hear!) —Shew, if you can, why this ex- such an aiistitution had never been esta- 
. elusion should continue— /Hear, hear I) Wished.— (hear, hear!) —Such was the 
1 will not, niy Lords, condescend to refute grace with w'hich .£8,000. was yielded to 
the stale cavils of a mii.sty bigotry, which the kind for educating the whole priesthood 
I know your Lordships would not conde- of Ireland, while at the same time £’41,000. 
scend to lieaii- I will not proceed to ar- was voted to the Protestant Charter school, 
guc, that the man who is lit to command a and £12,000. to the Dissenters, no doubt 
regiment, is not therefore essentially dis- a most deserving class of men. But the 
qualilietl iVoih commanding a brigade, or Catliolic population of the country vv'ere to 
that there would be any danger in allowing be denied every, species of instruction or 
a good and upright magistrate fo be eligibly improvement. They were, forsooth, a set 
to the bench* or die electors eligible to a of mere savages ! If so, had they the less 
•scat in Parliament. The Act 8f 1793, the need of religious instruction?— (hear, 
manner of its introduction, furillsh par- hear!) If they were these savages, who 
liamentary evidence that the Cathblics aye made them such ?— (hear, hear!) —If they 
. trust-w'orthy.* This is an argument to the are^ nothing but ravages, let this country 
principle of emancipation. Why did you that prefers the change, take'-her due share 
make them competent to elect, if you, at in the infamy of it, for these savages hSive 
the, same time, meant eiemal Exclusion had the benefit of your instruction for the 
from eligibility. Lord Clare, the ablest last 600 years; if then Ireland be bar- 
Irish opponent of the Catholics, argued barized, who has barbarized it ? The Ca- 
against the Act of 1793, on tht ground, tholics in their firm demand of the restora- 
ihat if the right of franchise were once Uon of thqjr rights, hgve been compared to 
graiiled to the Calhofic, the right of eli- tue atterdy be^ar in Gil Bias, who points 
gibilily must follow^ —(Heart hear t) But the piatoh whilst he solicits the charity, 
you have given them the right of- elective This was a bad way to evade such claims, 
franchise ; the grant of the elective fran- If they vvere beggars, it is you have made 
chise was; in* itself an acknowledgment of them so; and if they were to threaten, 
the constitutional right—but say som’c tvhiyh they do not, it is not to be forgot- 
Noble Lords, we can’t admit them imo ten, that every concession to t)*e(r just 
“ the Slate.” My Lords, they have been claims was alw.ays in the season pf yottr 
already admitted— (hear, hear!) — you adversity sand distress, and that youf op- 
- have made ihcra constituents, and you can pression of that *cotmtry w^as never so vio- 
never regret that you haveuone so.—You leitt as when you own prosperity was most 
so far abolished one-line of irfiscb?evous^ triumphant. The Noble Earl then "pro- 
distinction, I wish you to proceed to the ceeded to shew in a vfiy animated manner, 
consummation of this good work; X the strong claims the circumstances of the 

my Lords, to put an end to l^Bse collisions, present times had upon-tlie generaf prin- 



' ciplM of conclltition, and the wlsd^Hfn of 

deinf srasenab})r atid wi^h a ^4 

what it might be ne|^ssary^hereafw^^^^^ 
to do under very ^afferent circumstances, 
and in a very different nianner.^^^^ ^ 
here, my Lords, continued Lord D.,. 1 
beg the particular attention of your Lord¬ 
ships, while 1 state a circumstance that has 

J pone ahfOad, end that, in my opinion, calls 
or ■ decided animadversion: — hear 
every day of some dark influence skiilfciog'' 
behind the Throne, and depriving tlie peo¬ 
ple of the safeguard^: the constitution' has 
given them in the responsihility oC Minis¬ 
ters, and robbing the Prince of the Confi¬ 
dence of the people—/’hear, heai*t) —-from 
such a quarter, advice is said to have assail¬ 
ed the Royal ear as to the easiest and most 
summary inode ofrgetting lid of the teaz- 
tng solicitations of the Catholics of Ireland 
—and what, my Lords, was the suggestions 
of this cloaked adviser ; rvAy, to send over 
a battalion of the guards to that country, 
with a certain iUttslrious person at their 
head. Such was the conciliatory answer 
proposed to be given to a people's Petition 
for their rights (hear, hear ! J. Jt was no 
doubt a very intelligible answer, but clear 
as it was meant to be, it would have been, 
in my opinion, productive of u rejoinder. 
My countrymen have been too well practised 
in fighting in defence of the. rights of others, _ 
not to know how to fight for the tittle that is 
left themselves, indeed, 1 should almost 
doubt whether such an infamous proposition 
deserved mention in this House (hear, hear! 
from Ministers j, if I was not anxious, as a 
Peer oj Huiianifnt, to brand! the amhor of 
it with ail the indignant contempt such a 
proposition must excite in the bneast of 
A’try honest man. Jfor need /, my Lords, 
add, that the person capable of such advice 
would be the first to shrink from the perils 
to which it led. Your Lordships need not 
be told that sucp a man would bo in^tUeiy 
mere disposed to foment dissension andhos- 
tititi than, after the battle had tommenced, 
to take his place in the front of„the fight. 
However near suflia person might be found 
it^lhe Royal Person^ it is the first duty of'\ 
^our Lordships to interpose between your 
VVince and such advisers, and rescue the- 
Xoyaitar from the poison of suck councils.*. 
After the commencement;,of thehnlottunate 
jeign of Charles I., blindly welcomed by 


I my patbolic amntrymen, aff a pCKhd preg¬ 
nant with the hnppieit pvos^Ctf' for their 
religion and for themselveSy—Tto no. event 
'have they ever looked with so much cdnfi- 
dent and anaious hopef as to that: auspiCi'ous' 
motoeat, when m the fullness of time, the 
preisent heir apparent to t he crown should 
assume’the ;g^verameht tif these his realms. 

• [Yo he continued.) 


^ •* This being an important passage, I 
add here the report of it from the Times 
news-paper. ' ,.***"' 

“ But among, the means of conciliation, 
“ he bad heard of one, and that of a most 
“ novel and ejftraordinary nature indeed. 
•“ He had not heand it in its original an- 
“ jiouncemetu : if he had, he hoped he 
“ should have known how to give an an- 
“ swer. It might not come from the 
“ Throne: if It did, of course he would not 
“ speak of it; but it came, from the more 
“ powerful source, behiiul the Throne. 
“ I’hat project was, to send a battalion or 
^\ iWo of His Majesty's guards, with the 
“ near relative of an illustrious Personage 
“ at their head, to quiet the country. Of 
“ the feasibility of this project, he would 
“not speak of course : but of the detest- 
“ able and ditibolfetd nature of such a pro- 
f* jec^ he could have no hesitation in giving 
“ his plain and distinct opiivion. Resisl- 
“ ance on the part of the Irish people would 
“ be right. Justifiable, and n.eces.safy. 
“ They knew how to defend the privileges 
“ of this country: he hoped iliey would 
“ shew that tljey knew how to fight for 
‘Mheir^own. The very idea of sncli a 
^‘ project deserved “the contempt and ha- 
“ tred of every honourable mind. He did 
“ not care what the relationship of t)ie 
“ person who might cbnduct this extraor- 
“ dinary pi ojeCt might'be to the Illustrious 
“ Personage iipon^lhe throne; he (Lord 
Donoughrniire) would equally stigmatize 
“ it^ and not hesitate to declare, that the 
“ person who undertook the design, woujd 
“ be more ready to provoke h(Sfeiility th;m 
to pul Mmseff in the front of the battle. 
mentioned this nefarious plan but to 
“ reprobate it, and he did not care Aow 
“ near the persoh in question might‘stand 
“ to the pre^nt/lossessor of the Throne.'* 

*■ , 



.Pablisfaed by B. flAGSH4W, Bryttees-Street, Covent Garden, 
seriated I'y 3 . M*Cieerjr, Siiuk'Hars^cwrt; Fleet.street. 













Mr. %' 

racb wei« iTseIes»» fiWttS ihlt t^cpe ww« 

aMy 3arM<*s at in 

jCmghtySridie, kens^leni and, ^ large 
Barrael: at Hitanstow, y This latter is upon 
Hounslow heatb} and the spot where it is 
built is said to be precisely the spot on 
wbicb james the Second had his ipeniwa’ 
ble eneampment. Besides, it Was- askedj 
what is a space of 27 aeres of ground wauit- 
ed for ? What can such a space be wahted 
for ? Twenty-seven acres of ^rofund 1 
Why it is sufficient to contain, for some 
weeks, an army of ten dr fifteen .thousand 
’MW* : 

To this, it was answered, on Ae pther 
side of the House, that it was true, that 
there were already^ Barracks in and near 
town, but not of ancient ctipaciousness; 
that the horsns were deposited in one place,' 
while the men were quartered about amongst 
the peojjle; that,' in cases of emergency, 
this might be productive of great tnfschiel; 
and Mr. Perceval is reported to have said 
in so many words, that “ fatal conse- 
quences might arise from Use separatiqn 
“ of the men from their liorses, because iu 
** cases of need, the mob might intercept 
“ the men in their way to their horses.” 
It was also plainly said, in justificaiian of 
the measure, that the new Jbarrack was to 
serve as a depot for other’troops, in case 
** of their being brought to the metro- 
“ poiis.” • . ■! 

We now come to the Debate of the 2d 
instant, which will, I am persuaded, long 
be remenibered in England. Sir Fba>mc(.s 
B quDrT'r-.® speech lijMm this bccastbn has 
become th’e bbject of abuse with all the 
leading hirelings of tlie London • press. 
'1'h‘at speech contains doctrines of vital Im¬ 
portance to us all, and calls upon us ^r our 
attention. I bear that comments oh it 
been notified, in certain placards,'under the 
title of BurdeU’s sidiliaus spei^ ;’’ 2 ^^ 

1 see in tile hireling neW8pa^i^;. most*out- 
' ragtbus attacks upon botitt me s^ech and 
fhe speaker. It, therefore, hecotpes us.to 
exaoiihe the matter Vith sobriety and im- 
paj^l^tty. ' HaWever we may admire 
$r ’ Pr^is Burdett; however fully !icih- 
vihei^ wb may be, that he is a w«« ahd 
hbuesi Gillian, and that be possessm abeari 
diivhietf lathe hbett^' am^appiacSstrf'hbi 
coitmiry ; still, w'e not'te itgard him 
mfaliiblei aod wt lb ehter upon an 

Inquiry into of 

Speech, with a the tmtl^ 

let it male for Sir Frahiw dr agiinsi him, 
We will begin,, therefore, whnini 


^er eP Mf. f'ercevat^ m answer 

to ft. Hie reader wiU bear in 
that die speech retatesi fp jftvo s tjdine-, 
]y, the Sdrta^ as hl£m^ 

hostile to jiH the notion' of 
dam y;^ i/ic XiMidg of RUit^s tqf jht 
mms a/ the as Iwlng also contrary 
to the law's of England. These are the t wo 
points which the reader ‘will, take care tq 
keep in yiew as he goes ihrqngh the 
speecbes ; because these are the points' 
whkh we shall haite afterwards to dis¬ 
cuss. , 

“ StR Fr c is Bu Rdett said, he shonld 
be sorry to trespass on the House, when' 
“ he saw them so impatient for the ques- 
“ tion, but he felt it to he a subject of’ 

** luch high importince, that he could not 
■ suffer it to pass without some observa- 
^^tions. > In doing this, he was not in¬ 
fluenced by motives of inconvenience, or 
“ the high prices of all the articles of whioh 
“ those barracks were to be constructed; ‘ 
“ these were, unquestioaably, matters well 
“ deserving consideration, and ought to be 
“ attended to; but he looked to the tnea- 
“ sure of building barracks in‘a far more 
“ important point of view: via. as a ques¬ 
tion of great Constitutional importarice, 
and as isuch it existed in his mind para-J'' 
V mount to the consideration of economy. 
“ and other matters of minor moment.! 
“ From the first liinq he had "ever men-, 
tioned tliis subject in the House, he had! 
always, maintained that the erection of 
barracks was higlily unconstitutional; 
“ and though it had been said that he pos- 
“ sessed Jacobinical principles, which in- 
“ duced jiim to speak of them in tbat 
“ manner, he did, thten and now, main- 
“ tairi that the object of Gpveromenr, io, 
“ erecting barracks all over the country^ 
“ was, that they niigbi u^e the troops paid 
“ by the peoplh to subdue the people 
“T'ffeqr, hearj. Whis was evidently 
‘‘ proved by the objections made to ilie 
“ soldiers being separated from their of~ 
liCcrs, frmh in ipprehensioa that when 
.“Icalled out to subqtie the '^oj^e, they 
be intercepted. 1d<in< Oeot; 


U' 




** ^pp^wi to him to be nght u; 


*‘f pdhciplisj.Whm he^^id 
isrits the pmcise!tilcm 

m was right in fhept oai;^ 
i !ou|ht^ 'be buiit, ‘if it yrare t^e 
** imeli|iQr of in 

“subdue the lik^rties df‘fbe ct^ -irt.- 


“ Hqiue jliiip of l^usw!^ 

** ition and'tfw^y! ef Buoni^aw^^^ 



5SlJ MkrQrl9ii---^^rr-acSsmdJlioh. 

** 'wto wbiitd' be sak] now of our oWn Oo’ “ people, bat pn 3Q army ? At 
“ vermnaitv-whcn'i| wa$ confessed that it “ periods of t«|r history, and iri the inost'. 

“ was not now a Goverainent by laws, but “ successFul reigns, sBch had not been the ^ 
“by the sword fJVb^ m, ani shouts of “ potlcy of the country. Wheh ^ueCh' 

“ disapprobation from many MembersJ. “ Elizabeth was asked by the Spanish 
“ He would Contend, that the Adminis- “ Afinister, where were her guards? she 
“ (ration now governed by the sword in- “ pointed to the people in the streets, and 
“ stead of the law, and that the Jaw did “ said, “ These are my guards, *and by 
“ not give power to the Magistrates to em- “their afTeetions f'am best protected.” 

“ ploy the military as they do employ •“ The Ministers, however, now might 
“ them. Were not the soldiers daily com- “ think proper to tell the Prince Regent 
“ mitting murders upon the people? fLou/^ “ that he was only safe, when surrounded 
cries i^arder^ order, (Ind expressions of “ with soldiers. ItVoiild be found, how- 
“ disc^probcUionJ. He would not be de- “ ever, by referring to history, that those • 
“ terred by any clamour which could be “ sovereigns were safer* who relied on 
“ made from speaking the truth in his “ their people, than those who relied on 
“ place as a Member of Parliament. “armies. Who brought jCharles I. to the 

“ General, Manners rose to order. The* “block? It Was an. aflhy, and an army 
“ Hon. Baronet was certainly at liberty to “ levied by Parliament, but. wrtio after- 
“ speak the truth, but he was throwing “ wards turned out the same Parliament. 

“ out a slur upon the army. “Who restored Charles II?—An army, 

“ Sir F. Buuuett resumed. It was “ —a small part of Cromwcl’s army. 

“ jiot upon the army that ,he w’ished to “ Nevertheless King Charles II. wished to 
“ throw a slur, but it. was.the Adminis- “rely upon ihem, but a wiser man than 
“ tratiou of the country that he charged “ he (Lord Claieiidan) dissuaded him from 
“ with employing the army to commit “ it. King.James II. wished also to rely 
“ those murders. “ bn a regular army, but they deserted him 

“ General Manners expressed a wish “ in his distress. He Would mainiam that 
“ that his words should be taken down. “ as the law now stood, the Magistrates 
. “ Sir F. Fubdett said, that he had no “ were not justihed in letting the soldiery 
objection to any of his words being taken “ loose upon the "people, and giving them 
“dow’n; but as the Hon. General had up to military execution. The Riot Act 
“called him .to order without attempting “allowed the constitutional oflicers, she- 
• “ to shew how he wis out of*order, and “ riffs, constables, See. to interfere, and 
“expressed a wish that his word! should “justified those constitutfoual officers in 
“ be taken down without moving' for it “ using force, if the populace would not 
“ regularly, he thought that it was rather “ disperse in ^ certain time aftew^Sading 
“ the words of the Hon. General which “ the Act. The Riot Act did i1ot~prescri^e 
“ought io*be taken down. He would “ that the soldiery should he ordered to fire 
•“ maintain that the act W'hich wfs relied “ upon unarmed multitudes, in order to 
“ ou, called the Riot'Act, did not say “ disiwrse them. Tie conceived that the 
“ any thing about soldiers, nor did not “ expejise of thest^^arracks would be a 
authorize the Magistrates to’ employ “great objection in the present times, 
“them as they had done,, or give up a “,btit it sjas on the imconstitutional .ten- 
“ starving population tijmilitary.execution “ denc^ of tl^tneasut'e tha! he rested his 
[murmursJ. WJien he heard l)ie Se- “ principab6b|tction. 

“ cretary to the Treasury argue that it was “ The Chancellor ov the ExcHEebER 
“ a vicious system to keep the soldiers out “ hoped, that however the question might 
“ of barracks,* or allow any free intercourse “ be disposed of, or whatbver might W 
‘‘ with the people, he could not but ob*' “ th^jught of the details of it, thaf there 

“would be very few persons found 
either in the House or in the country, 
“to follow the Hoh. Baronet in his 
“argument [ffear, hearf He be- 
“ lieved that the Hon. Baronet wa.s <x'- 
*fc»remely mistaken, if he supposed" thai 
the speech which hg had just uovy dc- 
livfcred was likely to make any great im- 
“ oression out'of the House, or that hi 
“ would be consjdered as akting'under a 
* U2 • • 


serve tjovv rorauy tne consiiiuiionai opi*. 
“ riions of our ancestors had been departed 
“ from in the present times. Such doc- 
“■ trines would havrtlied our forefethera 
“ with horror and affright, f and' agait^ 
“ such sentimEnts be.must eveft prnteSt. 
** Was it in this new era that tne, Prince 
“ Regent was to be told by his Mimsters, 
“ tliat-the foundations of the BHtish iblIvTfe 
“should not rest in £be aiectious of'the 
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sound discret ion, when,|With his .mind 
** impressed by the oceurMsices which had 
** recently tak^ plaesk, di* ni^ hesitate 
to say,'that this was a Governineiit not 
of latv, bat of the sword. He believed 
** that it would be almost universally felt, 
** that the steps which Government, or 
** which*lhe Magistrates thought proper to 
** pursue, were not for the purpose of 
*' crushing the liberties of the country, nor 
“ to make war with the people, and sub> 
due them; but for the purpose of pro- 
“ tectiOg the valuable-lives ^md properties 
“ of H is Majesty’s subjects fronl’ rioters and 
“ incendiaries (Jgfiud cries of hearhear}. 
These were the people whom the Ho- 
nourabie Baronet appeared to have now 
“ taken under hw> protectiwi fhear), and 
“ this inub of rioters and incendiaries were 
“ called by him, Ihe people ; and Govcrn- 
“ mcnt was charged with making war upon 
“ the liberties of the people, beeause they 
would not allow a turbulent populace to 
*'• destroy all the valuable accumulations of 
property or of machinery that are to be 
“ found in the country. To preserve the 
peace of the districts so disturbed, Go- 
“ vernment had been obliged to draw troops 
“ from diHerent parts of the kingdom; and 
*' this was what tlie Hon. Baronet called 
** making war upon the.})eople, and sub- 
“ verting tlieir liberties. The Honourable' 
“ Baronet had no doubt strongly in his 
“ recollection the steps which Government 
had been obliged to take to repel the 
“ tuHKilluary aid which had been^oflfered 
“ to in resisting the laws ol the cdun- 
“ try fLOkd cries of hear, hear). He 
“‘might now confidently say, resisting 
“ the laws of the country; for the law 
“ had since been recpgnized and settled 
in the most form# manner in all the 
tribunals to which he chose to appeal, 
as well as by that to which he wished 
** most to rfppeal, —a irual by' Juryt 
ICkcfrs and laughing for som^'inomerils.] 
** At that lime numbers of j^eoplc had 
** t]«en inflamed <to seditious disturbances, 
V very little short of rebellion, in the very 
heart of the Metropolis. There^ was 
“ nothing which Ministers could do* that 
wopld go more immediately to destroying 
the Constitution and the liberties of the 
“ country, than by permitting those tu- 
“ multuary proceedings to go unchecked. 
“ He trusted, however, that the goqd 
“ sense of the pubjic would perceive that 
“ there was notliing in these statements of 
“ the Hon. Bart, but mere declamatory 
nonseitse} or if there could be coif^ted 


“ any seme hroin thehi, it would be tmiy 
“ such as was calculated to do infinite mis- 
chief in the present agitated and diit- 
“ turbed state of many districts. He 
“ sbouid pass over those topics without 
H any further observation, and tal{:e it for 
** granted, that no man could find out 
“ more danger to the constitution from the 
“ Tegiment of Horse-Guards having bar- 
“ racks in Marybone Park, than if they 
“ continued in King-street ; or in d de- 
“ (achment of the ordnance being stalioned 
there, instead ^ the whole park being at 
“ Woolwich, The Right Hon, Gentleman 
“ then defended the estimate in detaif, and 
“ conceived that he had given proper ad- 
“ vice to the Prince Regent in giving up 
“ those 540 acres onground which form 
“ this new park, to the health andcom- 
“ forts of the inhabitants of this great mc* 
“ tropolis, instead of making the greatest 
“ rent of it by covering it with buildings. 
“ As a barrack was wanted, he thought it 
“ much the most eligible place to build it 
“ upon this land belonging to the Grown. 
“ As to the expense formerly incurred in 
“ barrack estimates, it had .nothing to do 
“ with the present question, as the contract 
“ was open to fair competition, and it was 
“ allowed that the expenditfire was now 
“ watched over with the greatest vigi- 
“ lance.” ' 

Here we have the speedy and the mi¬ 
nister’s answer to h, as published in the 
Times mews-paper of the 3d of May. 
Before we proceed any further,* let us 
mark well what is here said about the 
ordnance, Tliere are, it seems, to be 
cannons and other pieces of artillery, toge¬ 
ther whh artillery,soldiers, stationed in 
this new barrack -square. Mr. Perceval 
says, “ that no man can find any more 
“ danger to the constitution from a dc- 
“ tachment o^ artillery being placed at 
“ Marybone than Jf the whole park con- 
“ tinu^ at Woolwich,” No ? Why do 
you think so ? Biackstone would not have 
said so. He speaks against “ inland for- 
|»“//esses,” and says, that they, ought nof 
•to exist because they are dangSrous to li¬ 
berty. He is particular sn distinguishing 
inland from other fortresses, and, for a 
very obvious reason. At Woolwiejt the 
artillery is supposed','^lihd really is, depo¬ 
sited for th<k purpose of being ready to be 
emberk^, in order^to be employed against 
the enetmes of the country. The cause of 
its being placed there is quite obvious; but, 
is fhe caiuse so very obvious for placing 
cannons and mortars at Marybone? That 





is ijot -the n^ from Woolwich' towards 
the sea i We shall scarcely be invaded 
by any enemy on the MaryboHe side of the 
Metropolis'. 

Had the hirelings of the press held their 
tongues upon the subject of this debate, I 
should, for my part, have suffered it to 
pass; leaving tile spMches to take their 
thance amongst the public ; but, Sir Fran¬ 
cis’s speech having been assailed by the* 
hirelings, with great violence, 1 think it 
right that both sides should have a liearing; 
and, according to tny Invariable custom, 

1 will here insert the attack upon which I 
am about to comment at the same time that 
1 offer some remarks upon Mr. Perceval’s 
speech. I quote from the Courier of the 
Snd instant. • 

** Sir Francis Bordett attracted in 
** the House of Commons last night parti- 
“ cular, but not very flattering, attention, 
*' He seems to characterize the attempts 
“ to suppress riot and disturbance, as go- 
“ veming by the swprd, and not by the 
“ law. Because the' Government will not 
“ suflTer with impunity the property and 
“ lives of those concerned in our diflferent 
** manufactures to be sacrifleed, are they 
“ massacreing the people ?—Because Mr. 
.“ Cartwright dared to defend his property 
*' against men who sought his life, is he to 
“ be held out as a violator of the laws, agd* 
“ a murderer? A ruffian and cowardly 
" banditti way-lay ifVid assatsinate manu- 
“ facturers (Mr. Trentham and Mr. Horse- 
, “ fall)J and are they not to be put down 
“ and punished? And these are the 
** People. Having with an affectation, not 
“ more cmminal than siify, cliaracterized 
“ the nation as a flagged nation* because 
that discipline is pYactised in the army, 
would he now represent us as a nation 
of murderers and assassins, ’because in 
<< some parts a gang liave.attacked the im- 
proved macliineri^ (one of the great 
“ sources of our prosperity), and attempted 
“ the lives of the owners of them, (the 
** greatest benefactors in the country). 
“ They are,* forsooth,’thc People I Wlwt 
“ must be his ideas and plans of a frte 
*• constitution "and of liberty, who con- 
“ plains of a government for affiirding pro-* 
“ tcction to persons and property? and 
“ who calls raidiTlglSt robbers and murder? 
“ ers, the People? Do wf want to bring 
“*about such a happy state of (^vetnmeik 
as that established under the w/d Matt <eff 
“ Ike Mamtain^ whose subjects were all 
“ robbers and murderers? • Arc thly thn 
“ liieloved People ? Do we dehne all whp 


“ ariSitgn tlieiijselves against the laws al 
“ the Peopk? It was the people, we 
“ suppose, who petjured them^Ves* at 
“ oiie of the Elections for Middlesex, and 
** were sent to Botany Bay. The mob in 
“ Piccadilly were the people, and those 
“ who prevented or suppressed disturb* 

“ ance were attacking the cdnftitutionaf 
“rights of the people; what matters it 
“ that Judges and Juries have pronounced 
“otherwise? No Judges ! Nb, Juries, 

“ unless they will always acqtiit ; no laws 
“ unless they can be violated with irapu- 
nity ? down with the laws ! “ Go some , 

“ and pull down the Sayoy; others to the' 
“ Inns of Court; burn all the records of 
the realm; and henceforward all things 
“ shall be it? commom*’ This was Jack 
“ Cade’s definition of a hapiw Dovern- 
“ ment and a free People, who were “ to 
“ drink nothing but claret wine out of the 
“ City’s* Conduit,” during the first year 

“ of his reign.-What does the Baronet 

“ mean ? or does he mean only to be 
“talked of? One thing he could not 
“ mean, to prove his historical knowledge 
“, for when he talked of Queen Elizabeth’s 
“ being so great a friend to the liberties of 
“the {leople, he must have thought he 
“ was addressing the ignorant multitude 
“ from a hustings or at a tavern dinner. 
“ Her severity against the Puritans, to 
“ raeation nothing else, was a tolerably 
“ good proof of her love of freedom!'' 

Never, perhaps, in the whole world was 
there,seen such a'tissue of falsehoods, of 
fofil and basK insinuations, as article 
contains. The writer of it MibVs that all 
be has said is false'; that its manifest fen- 
dency is to mislead and deceive; he kno^vs 
that he will have, as he merits, the detes¬ 
tation of every man of sense and honesty; 
but he knows that he will gain by the pub- 
Jioation, and that is^ all he cares about. 
However, those who abet*and supjTOrt hiui 
will haveahe mortification to find, that his 
writings will fail of their intended effect. 
The day of deception is past. The people 
are nb longer to be cliea^d. They may 
have to endure; but they are not to be*in- 
veighed. It is out of the power bf all the 
hirelings in the world any longer to hood¬ 
wink them. Tliey see the whole thing, 
every part of thtf concern, in its true light; 
and the natural consequences, the ^iumpli 
,of truth and justice, a real loyalty, will, 
ill due time, follow^ in spite of all th'Jt 
this hireling and every other hireling 
can do to prevent it. But, W^Srill now, 
bejore we say any mote about article, 
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go back, exaniioe the cmtteots ^ 
speeches that we have (^oted, anil see 
how far Sir Francis aii^er^d upon the 
spot. < ' 

First, as to the Barracks, he said little, 
.mote than h^d been said by others. Hr- 
Freemantle, who opened the debate, said, 
that the House, by voting the Barracks at 
Harybone would be “committing jtself to 
“the support of a system of erecting a mi- 
litary depot for the metropolis; to the 
“ erection of a praetorian camp to overawe 
“ the city.’' Mr. Wrottesley said nearly 
the same thing, and he added au'^ex press ion 
'of his disapprohat^n of the Barrack system 
generally, and of the Military Schools akso, 
as. having an inevitable tendency to make 
the army a body S*JsoUy distinct from the 
people. Sp that, upon this occasion. Sir 
F'^rancis Burdett could say little more against 
the Barracks Uian was said by others. 
But,, he had said all this before. .He bad 
always reprobated the system. He had 
foretold what it would come to at last. 
He was then thought w'ild ; nobody would 
join him; but he has now seen that nearly 
a majority of the House were ready to act 
upon his sentiments. Let us hope, that he 
will live to see them come over to him in 
oilier things as well as this. 

And what answer did M/. Perceval make 
^o these objections ? None, that I canper^ 
ceive, except the observation, that a detacli- 
ment of artillery at Marybone would not 
be more dangerous to the constitution than 
if the whole of the ariiilery remained at 
Woolvv'ch, and on which observafion I 
have alre’5ttly<;<Emarked. Mr, Wharton, a 
SecFetai 7 of the Treasury, said, in answer 
to,Mr. Wrottesley, that “as to the argu- 
mpnt against the principle of Barracks 
altogether, he should like to know from 
** the Hun. Gentleman, if .it were possible, 
** by rmji' enchat^lmenl, to do away at once 
with ail the Barratks Indhe tountry.’^’ 
ThiSfWas a very good answer to those who 
had b^lbre approved of the BarrfiQk system i 
br who bad suffered jt tb grow np without 
opposition; but,^,it was up answer (p Sir 
Prabcis Btirdett, who had always repro- 
bated thevsystpni as directly levelleq agahist 
the constkutjbn. He wished to prevent 
the ImiWhig hf any JJar^acks; h^ has con¬ 
stantly protested against them; and, in his 
. proposed W to ‘he Prince llt^nt at 
the t^ientng pf the preset session,, he traced, 
the establishm^^tt of l^awiabks to its cause, 
and he poja|ed but .and condemned the uses 
to vyliich they were put, proceeding ujjpn 
the maxims of our law^as laid dbwh % 


Blaebtjtone. To him, therefore, Mr* Whar¬ 
ton’s speech was no answer,* thou^ it was 
a very g(K>d one to those who had approved 
of the introduction of the system. Aye, 
those, who, in 1793, Were calling aloud 
for Barracks; those who were then halloo¬ 
ing agairt^ the Parliatiientary Refoimers, 
and who thought all was safe and snug 
when the Corresponding Societies were dis- 
(persed; those persons, who, in order to 
defend the country against' the arms of 
France, approved of the erection of Bar¬ 
racks at York, Sheffield, Birmingham, 
Nottingham, Northampton, Manchester; 
those who said, that these erections and 
many others, in the very centre of England, 
were absolutely ■eces.sary to Us protection 
against the Frencli,; those persons have 
certainly to make a b-ank confession of their 
error before they can reasonably blame the 
Minister for the expense or the danger of 
Barracks. TItey must either condemn the 
system altogether, or approve of what is 
now doing ; for, what is now doing is cer¬ 
tainly an improvement of the system. It is 
vile any man to pretend that 

the real ol^ect of the Barrack system has 
now, for the first time, made itself appa¬ 
rent. That object, he it what it may, has 
always been the same. IT the Barrack at 
Marybone be intended to contain a “ praa- 
torian camp to overawe the city,” how 
comes Mr. Freemanile and b'* party to 
have been silent while Barracks were erect¬ 
ing on thoout'skirts of aluiost every consider¬ 
able town in England and Scotland ?' When 
the Whig Lords went over and joined Pht 
and his set in 1793, they were for Bar¬ 
racks as much asTfitt ijimself; a.nd, indeed, 
the presest Whigs hayc never.opened their 
lips again&t liie Barrack systeoi till now, 
when they h.ave no longer any hopes of en¬ 
tering the cabinet, and, pf course, have no 
motive for kecQmg well with those, to 
whoin the Barrack system is thought to be 
peculiarly agreeable. _ - 

The second point in Sir Francis Bhfdett’s 
speech was the emplojfmg of saldi^s in 
l^e ^mllittg of riots. He said, .that thb 
Mmisters “ used the army fer tbe snbjpga- 
“ lion of the people ; that, much ht^i been 
•“ said .of the hatmui tyranny ofmonaparte, 
“ but that the Minsters were now aurp^s- 
“ ing him in the estab'ifeijiing of a mUitary 
despotisos; ^that they governed by tint 
*‘;Swof4, and noi by^the law up’°^ 

the slig^kes* occasi^s, the soldiem w 
called out to keep down the pc^pte^ that 
** sOldasrs* were to oOiomU 

mmders on the people.’’ This, is the 
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substance of what the honourable Baronet 
is teported to have sard uptm this subjects 
And, what answer has he received ? ^ 

/Vrs/, General Manners is reported to 
have called him to order for having thrown 
a 5/«rupon the army, in saying that the' 
soldiers coinraitted murders upim the peo¬ 
ple. To this !Sir Francis replied, that hi* 
censure was not directed towards the sol¬ 
diers who fired upon the people, but to* 
wards those who compelled titem to fire; 
a distinction'of great inoporlance, and <me 
that he wished to be k*cpt in mind. Sir 
Francis Burdett cast a star upon the sol¬ 
diers ! He has, as they must be well con¬ 
vinced, too sincere a rrieadship> for them to 
think of such a thingi lie cast a slur upon 
them I He, who has done so muchv or, 
at least, who has endeavoured to do so 
much for them I Sir Francis Burdett cast 
a slur upon the soldiers of the English army I 
He, who is, so well known to be so warm a 
friend to every soldier; he, whose name is 
synonymous with thiit of Soldiers’ friend ! 
Oh! no. This will never be believed in 
the army, where men are, as Mr. Peel said 
of the popukition of Manchester, in the year 
1792, “ much teller judges af things than 
they are generally supposed to be.” 

. I dislike Very much to hear, upon these 
occasions, any reflections upon the soldiersi 
They ought not to be abused, or, in aqy-'* 
svise, ill-tifated by the people. They 
wear red and blue jtTckets, and queer sorts 
of tilings upon their heads and other parts 
. of their body; but, after all they are o«r 
countrymens That endearing character 
ought not to be hidden from our eyes and 
effaced from our thoughts by any' dress that 
they may wear; no, not even fty tippets 
and whiskers. They'are, vUftn all is said 
and done, our countrymen; they are all the 
sons and brothers and cousins'of some of 
us; many of them have,,and ^l of them 
may, venture their lifes in foreign lands; 
they undergo great hardships; they are, on 
every account, entitled to our kindness in¬ 
stead of. our hatred; they cannot wish the: 
people ill; * it is unnatural to suppose B ; 
and, tlttrefore, let them not be exposed Ho 
reproach, or any sort of ill-tieatment frpm 
the people. On the other hSnd, it is very* 
wrong in any one to endeavour to enya^ 
t^e soldiers agaSptSf'the pet^le. They, are 
aU of one common country ;^nd, it musthe 
toe anxious wish of .every mui wto jot^ 
that country to see the soldieiv £ve iit h#- 
Btony with the people. 

Sir . FriMKis denied the /tjafily of eth* 
ploying soldiers to shoot at the peop^ in 


the case of ric^s; and, I do not iie^ive, 
that any one asserted such Jenlity. The 
Hat'tailt which psescribes me mode in 
vvhich riots shall be suppressed, says np- 
thiug about the use of military men. It 
sjaaks of justices of the Feace, Sheriffs, 
Cimstabies, Mayors, and other civil of¬ 
ficers; and it authorizes the citing in of 
the peoplein general to aid and assist; but. 

It does not name soldiers; nor does it con¬ 
tain any. vvord^, which, as it appears to me, 
can be extended to soldiers. 11 it had been 
meant, that loldiers might be called in and 
employed “against, rioters, it would, one 
w'ould suppose, have n|med them. The' 
military ^wer is one of which the law has 
always been very jealous; and, if it had 
been designed, that tho* law should be so 
materially changed in this respect, it would, 
surely, have been mention^ in the act. 
This act, which makes it felony for any 
persons to remain assembled more than an 
hour after the proclamation Has been read, 
was passed in times when a new family was 
just come to the throne, and when great re¬ 
sistance and violence were apprehended; 
and, for the first time in our history, it 
was made a perpetual act; if, therefore, it 
was meant to sanction the employment of 
the military in the execution of it, it must 
have meant to imply that an army was to 
he perpetual also, which all the doctrine of 
the constitution denies. The use of sol¬ 
diers, upon such occasions, has, of late 
years been so frequent, that most people 
have imagined, that the law has prescribed 
sileh use, aad, in fact, that thejjpiv says, 
that if rioters do not di.spee£ie *tn an hour 
after the proclamatiou has been read,- the 
magistrate may order the troops to shoot 
them or otherwise kill them. But, I can 
assure the reader, that the law sgys nothing 
about the use of soldiers. It does, indeed, 
auiliorizC the civil magistrate and his of- 
Ifiicers' to* di^rse rioters* by force, aud it 
says, tiiat if any of the rioters should be 
killed in such endeavours to dispersejhem, 
the magtstrate and persons assisting him 
shall not be liable to be^ punished for it; 
but, it says not a word about shootiilg at 
rioters, imr even about using any des^iy 
weapons against, them : much Jess does it 
apeak ol,, or even hint at, the employment 
of any military force. 

Upon this head, therefore, Sir Francis • 
had a right to expect a patient hearing, aod 
not that villainous abuse which he Iti^-met 
with from the venaf news-papers^ This^ 
being a question of /«w,jsdmitie(l.of ah' ito- 
mi^iace utd couclusive' answer; yet 1 di 



not pcrcerve, lls»t ilr;, Peri^ysa ^v* tt iHjy r 

answer at ait. Me taifa^^^ iieressii^ ^ we<^, over Sir 

vf pit/ting down rtSwirif iid|^^ Francis^ appfew ttf 

that necesiiit jf. He talked of the outrages have anf ^eat thhtg^ 
ctucihitieti By the ^opte; atid no one' said had a trud it was 

a word in of th(^ outia|esy ^ trial with hlito, the jh«t being a 

■wtiich arc iiot tobe jii^iikd any more s^eei^ Otie, that is to say, a jltry nominated 
the outraj^s coramitied in 1793 and 1795; by an officer ? of the • drown; and, as the 
Me talhed of the necessity of proiectihg the Honourable House might have recoUected, 
persons and property of the people; and, I he not only^ iii bis proposed Address to the 
»n> 8ure, that he cdvild not be more coii- R^ent, included diis sort of jury amongst 
viticed Of that necessity than Sir Francis il^ gteat evils t^e country, but, he did, 
Burdett was, as he might wdl ,]B«, ieeing alt when his jury was appointed, 

.that he has so much property to jsromet j or soon after, make an express complaint 
property of Ah cwn, descended' to jiiw upon the subject in the House of Commons 
from his ancestors. It is stated in the re- during his speech on Lord Folkestone's mo- 
port, that Mr. Perceval awused SirFrancis tion relative to *Ex-Officio Informations. 
Burdett of fldvocaf^i^ the cauSh of those who Therefore, whatcver'this sort of trial may 
were engaged in the riots. I have searched be, it is not, and never has been, a/a- 
his speech in vain for the expressions to' vour/fe with Sir Francis Burdett; but, on 
warrant this chaige. Not one word can I the contrary, it is a mode of trial against 
find in that speech calculated to encourage which he has always been protesting, 
men to commit outrages of any sort. Not The reportof Mr. Perceval's speech gives 
a word to dissuade the rioters from ceasing us to understand, that he was very indig- 
to commit such outrages. It was only the i nant at hearing it asserted that the nation 
mode of putting dow'ti the riots that Sir ! was now governed Ay ike sword and not Ay 
Francis found fault with; this mode, he said, | law. This appears to have oftited a great 
was illegal; and, if any one disagreed with stir in the Honourable House. But, I am 
him, why did not that person prove that he inclined humbly to thinkj that that Honour- 
was in the wrong.* Oiie proof of this sort | able Body took the matter up in too much' 
would have had more effect than ten vo* i haste. It wi(l be allowed, 1 suppose, that 
lunics of such answers as those which have 'there is such a thing as governing by the 
been given to hjs speech. swokI. It will, 1 thjnk, be allowed, that 

Mr. Perceval is reported to have said, this species oPgovemment is possible to be 
that Sir Francis’s dislike to the use of sol- put in pmtice. Indeed this canpot be 
diers, and parlicuiarly of the Life Guardis, denied; ibr, we hear the Emperor of 
arose the circumstance of these latter France daily accused of ruling by the sword ; 
having been'efiiployed to force him into the we bear his government called a military 
Tovfer. Weil! and “What of that'? It despotism; we hear him calletFa military 
was not at all surprising, that he should despot; an^. indeed^ this is our great, 
have a more particular dislike to a corps staMin^ cha^ against him, that be go- 
whtch had been employed against himself; vemsby ike sword and not by the law. 
any more than it would be surprising if I If, therefore, we are not guilty of a deal 
were to discover a pafticular dtsljke to the; of very base slander^ there not only is such 
Libel Laws and to what is cllkd a **^Free a thing as i''|overrtroiBnt by the sword, but 
“ Frlss.’* So that this was no^Aiswer at that government is actually in existence in 
all, certainly, to Sir Francis Burkett’s re- Franm this moment. What is it then ? 
marks as to the illegality of employing sol- How dom U operate? Does the readeir 
<)km to suppre/s riots. But, then, Mr. Ineagine, that it dispenses with* alk/aw, or, 

. Pe/feeval ti iuraphantly observed, that gir rSther with all that is called taw ? Docs 
Frincis'i?conduct had, upon the occasion fae*unagine, that, when a robbery or mur- 
alluded^tn, been now proved to have been *der is committed in France, the oSender is 
unlawfitl f and be added, that (this had tried by a eburt-marti al an d shot ? Boes 
becnsodetermined by Sir ft'ancis’syin'o«rite he ima^ne, dtat the taxes are collected by 
• mode of trial, the frto/ ^ y«/y. Where- siddiers, and flbat, in case of refusal t'o pay, 
upon it Is stated by the reporter, that tbe^ the soWSnr ^oes m his sword ? 

Honourable House bujrst out into cheers of Does he itS^^uie, titet, when a mah bwes a 
approbation and peals of lau^ter. This dthl, hjs goods are 

was very proper, as far as I know; for the seiwcl and Md Docs heiroa- 

I Rtble says, that there is V a time/or giiie, that ejectmoits are enforced by 'sol- 






diet*; and tbst^ Jn^ idKipty tliet« is n» luav^ 
but titat die peqile arCi in ail respectS} li¬ 
terally under the sveay^nT the sward t Jf 
tiie tea^r imagine this,, be is very much 
deceived ; he has been grossly deceived and^ 


say this ^ vile staodererti th^ * f^r 
veriimeot by .the Iwbrd may exist in iemn^ 
pany widi charts of Jqstice^ and wtH idl 
die fornis atdl oper^ «» criaiiBal an4 
eivd lim' i dik being the case, Sir Fiahcis 


cheated with regard to. the situation of BordeH should have b^ onsHv 


France, where there are laws, regular codes 
of laws, defining, with great minuteness, 
the crimes and punishments ; where there 
are Justices of the Peace, Constables, She- 
rifis. Juries, Attorneys General, Judges,': 
and Hangmen. In short, there are laws, 
for the regulating of ali’afrairs between 
man and man, and between the people and 
their ruler. 

Now, then, either we are. guilty of the 
most abominable slander against our neigh¬ 
bour tiie Emperor of France, Und also 
against his people, whom, Upon all occa¬ 
sions, we call slaves; or, i TtiUildry despoil 
ism may exist in company with civil , laws 
and civil courts, and idl the forms and pro¬ 
ceedings of law, both civil and criminal; 
all these latter may exist, and. may be in full 
operation; and yet the government (if we 
speak truth as to that of Napoleon) may be 
a mililary despotism j or, iu other words, 
a government by the sword. Therefore, it 
appears to me, that Sir Francis Burdettwas 
worthy of an*answer here; and that it was 
not siiificient to tell him, that his speech 


he saidi tl^ ouCs was become a govtenment 
by the sword; «pedhliy^^ meitionea 
the nanW cf: Naptd^t^^ in some sort, 
cballeitgcd his opptnieuts to |lww that the 
French government was any morcf nay, so 
much, a government by the sworf as ouc 
own Was now b^ome.* 

Now, I cin find no answer to this part 
ofhis s^ech. I have soi^ht for an an¬ 
swer with an anxious desire to find it; 
but, I have sought in vain. When I was 
'reading the. speech of Sin»Franci8, I an¬ 
ticipated that those who were opposed to 
him would make a point of answering him 
upon this imiiortant topic. He says, in 
substance, •*'You are mr ever calling Na- 
“ poleoii a military despot, but you out- 
** run him in the formation of military 
'* despotism.” And, then, be goes on to 
say, in support of this assertion, that the 
soldiers are called out upon the slightest 
occasions to keep the people down ; that 
they are ordered to shoot the people; that 
the soldiers are shut up in Barracks and 
kept distinct from , the people, kc. kc. 


was ^‘declamatory nonsense.” We cal^ Now, here was the assertion and some- 


t^e governmeat of France a military des- 
'** pothsm ;" and yet we cannA deny that 
there are codes of laws for the government 
of France ; that there are a criminal code, 
a civil code,^ and a commercial code, 
framed with infinite labour and care, deli¬ 
berately enacted, and solemnly promul- 
■ gated: that these codes of la:jy| provide for 
all possible cases of wrong or4«inquency; 
and that, except in cases of open opposition 
to tlie government tin arms, soldiers have 
nothing to do in the execution of any law. 
Yet, we assert, that Napoleon’s government 
is a mililary despotism ; or, in other, words, 
. that he governs by the sword and not by the 
taw. it being, then, true, that those who 


* This Code, whicli is generatljr called tfle 
Cods Navolkoit, has been tramiated into Eng- 
lisli^in a most exceltent manner, by Mr, Bktant 
BARKeTy, of Gray's lAn, to which he has pre¬ 
fixed avery learned introdnetorvadiseonrse. He 
•ays of the Code; “ The beauHa of the Original 


thing in support of it; and I, therefore, 
fully expected an answer to it. No an¬ 
swer, however, have I yet seen. I ex¬ 
pected, to see the difTerence between our 
government and that of Napoleon ^jJearly 
shown; I expected to see NajWflKn’s mi¬ 
litary despotism described; I expected»to 
see the detail of its operations upon the 
people; in short, I expected to see a com¬ 
plete and strong contrast between the two 
governments ; and, in all ray expectations I 
v^as disapjwinted. 1 ^find Mr. PeacevAi. 
calling Sir Frafleis’s specclr “ declamatory 
nonsense,;” 1 find Mr. Huskisson 
taunting him again about his defeat, and 
capture by the Life-Caards; I find Mr. 
Barham reprobating his speech, and see 
him. upon the point of “ rallying round His 
“ Majesty's ministersbut I 'find no 
answer to this most important part of the 
Honourablie Baronet's speech. I pretend 
to offer no opinion of my own upon the 
subject matter in question ; but, I say. 


“ first induced me to undertake the traAlation uhat if Sir Francis was not answered in the 


“ now offered. It poueues e ckneffess of laii- 
“ finage I have found no where eqnsdled, and an 
* arrangmmnt, aided by a corractness of airord- 
‘and extent of apniicatioo, onrivalled id 
“ leguIaUon," 


House, he ought not^ to be abused out of 
it. Either the matter was of importance, 
or it was not. If it wa.s, it was worth 
while to give an answer ; if it was not, the 




$051 POLlTlCAIrf (*596 


abuse bestowed upoti Sir -Fraacis bf the 
neMrs-paper!; must hsv<P pji^fid^ sutely 
/rom the desir^ to^ab'ise. is this abufie 
in (he i news-papers that has caiied forth 
^ts article from me. For, though the 
aul^t is of vital importance; though the 
B^ot about to be erected at Ffary^ne is: 
(Sf a v^i deal mote-ctRisequeBce to us than 
ttil i&e battles and sieges and fortifications 
la Spaittr Pm-tugalf and India tad Java^ 

I deem the subject of more im- 

K H-tance than any other, that of the Bank 
oies not excepted,, stilh i should have 
laarely inserted the debate,:%nd left it to 
take ks chance in the public *tnind, hM 
9 ot the CotiailEe, in the paragrapthi which 
I have above quot^, made'so venomous an 
atteck upon Sirjjgfancis Bt«‘dettt 
< Since the debate, upon which we have 
bete been remarking, a bill has been brought 
into Farliamenl m punish the adtnimslarin^ 
of unlmfjtd oaths. Mr. Ryder, on the 
£th instant, introduced the Bill in these 
words as follows. “ He rose to move for 
V leave to bring in a Bill more effectual !y 
to prevent the administering and t^ing 
-of unlawful .oaths. He said, that no- 
torious as were all the facts connected 
with the melancholy disturbances in the 
manufacturing districts, he did not feel 
** k necessary to trouble the Mouse at any 
length. . It would he almost sufficient 
V for him to State, that notwithstanding 
the laws in force, in-a vast number of: 
instances unlawful oaths of a most ter- 
rible nature were administered to those 
w^ were concerned, ikh merely*' in 
“ breadj’^'^ the public peace, but in the 
deslrutaion of all kinds of private pro- 
t*: perty, and even iix the assassination of 
(f pMceable and industrious inhabitants, 
f’ The House could scarcely form a distant 
idea of the horrible nature of the oaths 
^‘.pr^cribed by these lawless depredators : 
“ be would, thereftre, rei^ oife o£ them 
*■* /bund upon the person of a mpti who had 
beiH kiiied in an attack upon the. manu.- 
factory of Mr, Burtony which*the rioters 
succeeded m^burning to the ground. It 
if «was (couched in nearly these terms 
f.‘ <‘1, Ai B. of ray own voluntary will, do, 
<<«< declare, and solemnly .swear, that !• 
f ‘ ♦*. ndVer will reveal to any person or per* 
i‘“ sons, in any place mr places, under 
*« ((fh^ canopy of Heaven, the names of; 
f‘ “ any of the persons composing the se* 
« cre^ CommiUee, either by word, deed, 
M sign, or by addreSs, marks, complexion,: 
f‘ or any otberthingkad to the discovery 
V “ of the same tinder tbe ^lalty §f being 


“ ” put out of the world by Ihe first bro- 
“ ther whom 1 may meet, and of having 
<* “ uay name and character blotted dttt of 
“ “ existence, or never remembered but 
«• »< with contempt and Ignominy.-^And 1 
“ “ do futther swear, that f will use my 
“ utmost endeavours topunish with death 
“ “ any traitor or traitors, Who may rise 
“ f* up against us, though he should fly to 
“ 'fthe verge of existence, I will* pursue 
“ “with unceasing vengeance .^So help 
““me Cod to keep this oath invidlate.'' 

^ “ —Such wSs the dreadful oath these dc^ 
** hided bemgs bad taken, in the Counties 
“ of York, Lancaster, and Chester ; and it 
“ was with heartfelt regret tl»c Right Ho- 
“ nourable Oentleman added, thitt the 
“ consequence ha^ been frequent assBssinB<> 
“ tions in districts, where this heinous 
“ crime was before wholly unknown. As 
“ the former statute was passed in total 
igncu'ance of the qxtent to which this 
“ offence would in future be Carried, he 
“ should move, tlmt it-be amended by 
making llie administering or taking of 
“ the oath a Capital Felony without benefit 
“ of Clergy, With a provi&ion, however, 
“ that if an individual who had taken the 
“ oath voluntary, confessed his guilt, pre- 
“ vious to his being charged befui'C a Mai* 
gistrate, and swear allegiance to tb« 
** Sovereign, be should be exempted from 
the pfinishtnent imposed. „He concluded 
“ by moving for leave to bring in a Bill tU' 
“ amend the 37iCeo. III. c. 103.” 

I wifi not notice, .at presem, the oppe? 
sition that was offered to this Bill by 
Mr. Horner, Mr. Brougham, and Mr. 
Whitbread; but, there weiieosotne state* 
inents fliade duriiige the'debate, which arc ' 
well wortHjMf aite’iitiou. The Courier re¬ 
ports Mr. STEeHEN (Mr. Wiibcrforce's 
brother-in-law and a Master in Chancery) 
to hav'^e said, that “ There was reason to 
“ conclude, that uqt less than ONE HUN- 
‘‘ DRED AND twenty THOUSAND 
‘‘ persmis had taken this dreadful and 
‘^abominable oath.” ' Mr." LouKHAgT 
^id, that “ the proceedlngs^of those who 
>' .were engaged in the disturbatM^s mneed, 
‘k that the committee could have, lU) other 
“ inject in vktW thih iSsi Aeitriti^pk of th^o 
law and iovslUnlioh ffte langdami" 
Mr. DavieS GinoY SMdj that the System 
bf thb bore strcmgly the k^p^r*- 

“ aii<]e*of proceedinjF fipm the histigatidns 
“ of the ISNEMY^S EMlSSAHiES/' And 
the edkpf bf fhe Courier himmll^ In thb 
Saitn^ papbr 8^“ It is now PL'ACBI) 
« B£Y0ND ALL DOtJit, thM if.»» 
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neither tlwnfraot of work nor the price 
« oif provisions that have been the causes 
“ of the late disturbances ^ but, that they 
“ have been instigated by persons who are 
“ THE. FRIENDS OF FRANCE, with 
a view' of doing-the business of Buo- 
naparte.'' 

Now, reader, if this be true, what base 
deceivers are these venal news-papers!, 
You remember, that they have been con¬ 
tinually leliing us, that tlie accounts of the 
disturbances were exaggeraUd. Nay, they 
did, on tlie veiy day thatlMr. Ryder juatte'j 
histnotuHi^ publish several letters froto fbe 
scenes of riot, complaining of the “ ex^- 
^‘getailons in the LoTidoii prints,” and 
iaipuiiijg '&uch exaggerations to motives of 
disaffeclion! What are we to thinlc; 
what is tl>e world to thtnk^ of a press 
like this ! Such is the press by which Sir 
Francis Burdeit is abused. 

. As w e shall, doubtless, soon be Cumtsh- 
ed with the proofs of the existence of a 
conspiracy,' in which 140,000 men are, 
U[joQ good reasons,” supposed to be en¬ 
gaged, I will say no more upon the subject 
at present; ai)d I have no room to remark, 
as 1 fully intended, upon the uttmnpts of 
Capt. Henry in the Autericati States, whidi 
spbject must be postponed till my next. 

WM. CORBETT. 
Stale Prison, JCevgttte, ' 

Friday, 2dh 1812. * 


Speech of the Eabl of DoNouOHdyRE, on 
■ Ike Catholic Claims, in the House bf 

Lords, ore tAe 21s< April, 1812. 

f Continued from page 576, J 

Ill him they' th<]}ight they taw the 
ia£s.senger of {>eace— /Hear, with 

healing on his wing—die promised guar- 
diaii of the people’s rights—of. the fo¬ 
mented discord of his fat^r’s Irisli sub¬ 
jects, the mdignant ^ctator-^-rof their 
imerests, the avowed anu zealous assertov— 
to Catholic privilege an assured and plighted 
friend .—/ A general ary of hear, hear !}■— 
When the exercise of the cxecuiive func¬ 
tions was '^uspended for the brst time, by 
the same awful visitation, Ireland success- 
iidly maintained the cause of the Prince, 
not equally triumphant ii) this more favour¬ 
ed nation, committing to him, the ie|pti- 
mate heir to all the royal amhoritles, the 
admioistratloa of bis own ianeritaneg, till 
returning health should restore his sceptre 
to tl« sulfering King. The heart of tiie 
ilJusirjouj ; j^rsoH oym'flowe^ with ajfifec- 
tioofeie and just feelings, and my confiding 


countrymen fondly ^sHbd that they .h^ 
bound tbetr fittufe anonarcb to them .fey i* 
double, hear, hear 1}, 'Wmar 
sanguine were these *b«pc«—hovj strei^ 
and brmly rooted the foundations on wbidi 
tbey sceHsed to rest !-—but they are gone^ 
blasted at the moment of full maturkyt 
and instead of that rich and abund|»t har¬ 
vest of national union and prosperity winch 
we were prepared to gather, ars the first 
tVuits of the promised conciliation of tlw 
illustrious pcrsiMj,. the sharpened edge of A 
slumbering naiatt—f^iear, hear, hear .'cjt 
•—which bad iwtvef .been awakeoed before 
for the annoyance of the people—/bear, 
hear , hfior //—called for lAe first time inte 
tnisciuevous aaivity, and turned against itie 
Catholics, asseijpbkd lor jlw lawful' pur^ 
pose of remonstrating tor the redress of 
grievances, and those desperateAneu who 
dared thus to iiuercept in their constitu*- 
tionai and.legitimate piogress to the Par*- 
liament and to their throne, the Petitioiw 
of an opjirmsed community of four milliins 
of tlieir fcHow'-subjects, confirmed in tht 
full possession of all tlieir former power, m 
the hill exercise of all their former iatoiei> 
ance, as tlie Ministers of his own peculiar 
choice, by the first act of the uoliiaited Re¬ 
gent.—///wir, hear t )—Wc have, indeed, 
been told from tije highest autiiorky, that 
all remembrance of the. past sliould now be 
buried in mutual congratulations oa the 
bapp)' prospects of the present moment-— 
abroad triumphant warfare—prospering 
comruerce—and successful nCgociatiou I—- 
at homk univepal satisfuciion, tranquility;, 
cotifideuce, and concord.—A it 

seems, has opened upon us.—-/Hear, kefr, 
hear IJ —But what, my Lords, let me ask, 
are those peculiar circuaistances froAs 
which this high sounding designation has 
derived its distipguislung character ? What 
is Uiere in the whole range of foreign or do- 
tdestic. policy, avhidi does ^x>t contiiuie to 
occupy it% own former position ? with the 
exception only of the {wiblic conduct, j>er- 
haps,the present feelings smd opinions; I 
will uever permit myself, to believe-the 
pruiciples of the illustrious persouage hiat- 
self.*—For what act of mercy to a $uifering 
|4>eopIe, lias iutri^uced and graced the in- 
Vaugurationj if I may term it so, of this new 
ofiMr of things? , What grievance of the 
State not unicdressed—what pledge of a 
long public life not unredeemed. Confi- 
aence unbounded to those very Ministers, 
who but last year woidd not confide to that 
illustrious person, the unshackled discharge 
of those Royal duties—//oKd .cries of hear. 




Hear /y~of whfcliV ^riviJe^ 

of his exalted birrb, he wfts the nat&ral aod 
c^f Represffltative. ;; The jint i^aims of 
oiir Catholic felW^subjeCts, the concilia¬ 
tion of Irelandi and every former impres¬ 
sion on these most interestLig and iiiipof- 
tant subjects complimhied a-m^—fhear, 
hear^ hfar ! J—-m a premium and a boon for 
the continuance of such an Administratjon, 
as was never permitted at any former tira^ 
of equal exigency and alarm, to insult the 
feelings and betray the dearest interests of 
a devoted people.—^/fear.y—Such are the 
true characteristics of this * inauspicious 
crisis; these, the distinguishing featdres of 
the new era, uilequailed for the easy aban¬ 
donment of all pre-couceived opinions, and 
formot pledges 4 k other, either of an¬ 
cient or mcmern times.— (Hear^ hear!J— 
The mosf prominent and striking circum¬ 
stances of which it has been iny necessary, 
though painful duty, thus to expose to your 
Lordships’ view, and which have excited 
the deepest and most universal spirit of re¬ 
gret, astonishment, and indignation.'—The 
Ministers have drawn, as it were, a magic 
circle round the Throne — (heary hear, 
hear f J—'mio which none are permitted to 
enter, on whom the confidence of the Illus¬ 
trious Person has been accustomed to re¬ 
pose. Within its rang^, the artificers of 
mischief have not ceased to work with too 
successful industry. What phantoms have 
they not conjured up, to warp the judgment, 
to excite the feelings, and appal the firm¬ 
ness of the Royal mind ! But, though the 
evil jgnius should assume it mitred—ftay, 
mor^IllRf^^ohle form, the sainted aspect 
which political bigotry delights to wear,,or 
the lineaments of that softer sex, w/uch first 
Beguiled man to his deslruclion—ihoujfh, lo 
Iht allurements of Calypso*s court, were 
joined the magic, and the charms of that 
MATURED ENCHANTRESS -- should 
the spirit of dofkneA take tb^ hiBndmsha^, 
and issuing forth from the latest recesses 
of i^e GAMING-HOUSE or BROTHEL, 
presume to place itself near Ihi Royal ear 
-^What, though the potent spell should not 
hme •worked in vain, and that the boasted 
recantaiion of all encumbering prepdsses- 
sions and ineonvenieni prejudices ^d cU’^ 
redefy ynarked the triumph of course-^ 
though fr^ the. RmjaU side they should 
.hare torn the chosen friend of Ms youth, 
and fdilhfed Counsellor of his maturef 
years j Ihe bodst of his own gallant profes¬ 
sion, the pride, ihtt hope, and refuge of my 
distracted country, arid a high and conspi¬ 
cuous ornamerU of yours^thougk th^ 



sitoidd Amie banish^from the RoyalCetm^ 
cils tcdents,j honour, and Mglir 

mindedmss ljjBe btK^ and should hare select¬ 
ed for the illtiUTlous person, an associate 
and (ui adviser /roiw 'CHANGE-ALLEY 
and from ihe STEWS*—though they should 
have thus filled up to its fulT measure the 
disgusting catalogue of their enormities, we 
must still cling to the foundering vessel/ 
and call to our aid those characteristic Bri¬ 
tish energies, by which the ancestbrs of 
those whom I have now the honour to ad- 
^dress, have so often and so nobly saved the 
sinking state.— (Hear, hear !) —Parliament 


* The following is the report of this pas¬ 
sage from the Times. * 

** The Ministry, indeed, seemed to have 
“ drawn a magic circle about the Throne, 

“ within which none of those, on whom the 
“ confidence of the Prince vas wont to re- 
pose itself, were permitted to enter. But 
** though the .evil genius should put on the 
“ mitred head, or appear in a more noble 
“ form, wearing that sainted aspect with 
“ which bigotry was delighied to cover its 
hideousness, or assuming the lineaments 
“ of that softer sex which first seduced 
man to liis destruction,—^should add to 
** the allurements of Calypso’s court, the 
** charms of that matured enchantress; 
aye, though the spirit of darkness, issuing 
forth from the hfbthel or the gambling-' 
** housA should gain possession of the 
“ Royal ear, and should whisper away 
“ every encumbering prepossession and 
** burthensome predilection; though this 
“ spirit of mis'chief should so fiir succeed in 
“its fdlil work as (to be able to remove 
from tHI%oyal Person that first instruc- 
“ tor of his youth, and that counsellor of 
“ his maturer years,-r-that ornament of 
“ this—that pride and hope of his own 
distracted country; and though, instead 
of recommending the counsels of that H- 
“ iustrious mind, it should select for an ad- 
“ viser some wretch from ’Change-alley 
i* or the stews; though all this epnsumma- " 
tioti of eril should come to pass, yet it 
V was not permitted him'to despair: still 
he could not believe that a iniud, at least 
“ once noble, could for any time submit to 
“ the enslavement of those degraded fet- 
“ ters. Tt% delusions of the moment 
“ would, ^le hoped, pass away;, and the 
** sluftirl^ of the cloud Would restore the 
“ illustrious t^arabter from the obscuration 
“ uiider which it sufiered, to its original 
* brightness.*’ ■ 
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must lay the spirit ofCTii, Which is abn^id troops, th«y have given us ail eJCten^ye 
—beware, how you neglect the perform- field, in the bosom of their own wastM 
auce of your part of that important duty; country, and the happy occasion of still 
public indignaiton justly nrovoked, and the continuing toished additional lustre^ on the 
maddening senseof unheeded grievances, and British name, by the brilliant achieve* 
triumphant profligacy, are fearful reformers, ments of our distinguished Leader, and the 
— fHear^ htar^ hear!) But I will notde- bright career of glory which he has run. 
spair of better times. The illustrious mind But is it, let me ask your Lordships, the 
cannot but loathe the ignoble and degrading war of rival sects, or the thunder of the 
fetters by which it is enchained,; the time Vatican, which have convulsed, and shaken 
catmot be distant when the illusions of the to its centre, astonished Europe ? No, my 
present moment shall have vanished from Lords, it is the sword of as great a Con- 
the sight. May I not be permitted to anti> queror, as any eitherof ancient or modem 
cipate the auspicious consummation of these times. . It isbthfe ener^ of that comprehen- 
my sanguine hopes.—See he has already sive mind, which, in the pursuit of its vast . 
rallied round him the men in whom the na- and magnificent projects, tan unite all na¬ 
tion puts its trust, the Cqpnsellors of his tious, languages, interests, and religions, 
own unbiassed choice.—Sec he has broken^ At such a moment as the present, what 
the spell, and presents himself to his grati*' pledge should be required Irom British sub- 
ficd country with the olive branch of conci- jects of their fidelity to the State? Perpe- 
liation in his hand, tual hostility to France, the Foe to Britain 

“ Restitit ®neas, clai4que in luce refubit, and to British greatness—universal amity, 

“ Os humerosque Deo similis,”— and union) and concord, and concentration 

in all the natural and fair proportions of at home. The state of our relations with 
his own generous and enlightened mind, to foreign nations, thus presenting to our view 
heal ail our wounds, and to upite all his prospects so truly dark and gloomy, and in 
people.—But, here, my Lords, let me put the condiiiou of our people at home—driven 
to the Ministers of the Regent one serious to despair by the suspension of manufac- 
question. Have they ever permitted them- tures—the ruin of their trade—the weight 
selves to call to their calm and deliberate ol the public burthen—and the pressure of 
attention, what those circumstances are, of private distress, with so little to console 
their own country and of other surrounding .and animate.—With four-fifths of the po- 
nations, under which they are still prepared puiation of the Sister country, taught by the 
, to exclude, from the* enjoyqjpnt of their perpetual babble of our Anti-Catholic Mi- 
constitutional rights, so large a pwt of the nisters, and by the concurrent testimony of 
effleienr strength of the state ?-^ their favourite code of proscription, that 

hear ! J Have these puny politicians of thu Catholic, subjects of the same ^ing, 
the present day—and who are incapable of must, of necessity, continue fqjiieVC'r, and 
extending (jieir views to the consideration under every possibje change of cireqm- 
. of to-morrow—condescended to. measure stances, irreconcileable foes to their Pro- 
tlie true dimensions and magj J( Ssde of those testant Countrymen, and to the interests'of 
dangers with which we are now encom- the Protestant State. Under such circum- 
passed ?—^When was there ever, at any stances as these, would not the confidence 
former period, directed against the exist- ofthemostassuredbelieveriuourdeliver- 
ence of any nation, so formidable a mass of aoce,,fro«i th|U^ impending dangers, be 
gigantic means? Frdbi the rates of the melted d^wn—and every hope extinguished 
Seraglio, to the frozen shores m th’e Baltic, of the codtinuance oi those relations, by 
is there one friendly arm uplifted in our de- which the discordant parts of this Cnited 
fence ? Has not the Ruler of France sur- Kingdom have been so u|isuitably linked 
rounded j* as it were, with an armed bul- together?—My Lords, this is not preciiEly 
wark, the coasts of her Europe, and her the favourable moment for spor|ing with 
ports, against the adventurous enterprise'of, the foelings of our Catholic millions. We 
.British speculation? For our exclusion, have no indispensible necessity for strife or 
haslie not efFcctOally lo^ed the Continent division. ’ At a conjuncture like the pre- 
up, and does he not keep the keys in his sent, big with our fate, an awful crisis!— ^ 
own hands? In thePenins'ula, indqpd, the ^when the union of all hearts and hands 
brave defenders of their own invaded rights, would not be more than enough to save us 
have admitted us to the illustrious fellow- —wantonly to irritate to distraction a gene- 
ihip of fighting by their side. For the dis- rous, gallant, high-spirited population, the 
play of the best energies of our gallant sinews of our military strength, is absolute 
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iasmitf* It i» the miro s^and-progaoStk 
of' Divine anger, doonaiojfatt cifepij-e to pe^- 
rish. Quipfie ineiuetc^i^s' falijrfum vity 
itjuiscun^e forlumaHmutart 
iem-corrumpU. —Against the fatal efi^s of 
such mad 'and despende counsels,; the cioa> 
stitutloQ, has, however, not lefc thecinintry 
without a resource. To PaHjlrament it has 
confided the salutary jjewcrof arresting the 
course of weali and widced Mimatera; re* 
f^muagthe errors, and even rebuking the^ 
follies and the vices of the Eirst Magistrate 
of the State; wheoever they become incon* 
venient or dangerous* to tile public v^al. 
Sure I am, that we are now arrived at that 
alarming and portentous crisis, at which it 
hSLS become imperative upon your Lordships 
to call into activhy, for the salvation of the 
Empire, those In^i controliug authorities 
wiiili whith. you are invested. You Iiave 
two weighty functions to discharge^—^the 
one, to conciliate a large and important 
part of your population, driven *by impo¬ 
licy and rashness to the brink of despair— 
the other, to deliver the nation from the 
obstinate incompeteney of its present rulers'. 
Hapidly these duties are not inconsistent 
one. with the other. From his place.inPaiv 
liament the first Minister of the Regent has 
informed us, in an authoriutiv& tone, that 
be has made a compact with;the Represen¬ 
tative of bis Sovereign, and has obtained, 
from his Royal Master the n^ctian of Ca¬ 
tholic concession, as the coiisMeration and 
ihc price of his own present and future ser¬ 
vices, I, therefore, c^l upw^wnr Lord¬ 
ships to acquire for yoiirsclvesi? a double 
claim tO' 'he gratitiide of thcv public,, by 
opijiiing 'wide the doors of this House to 
a etmdid and just conslderatioa ol-the' Pisti* 
libners’ case; and by the . extensive aad 
sweepisg benefits irf the same; heaUng mea^, 
ewrei, to redress and wipe aw&y the: twe 
great grievanoes of the staiter—the exclusion 
lof our Ga|holij fcl’mv-sahjects, and; Uw 
Admiei^aciott of the Riglu JkiBt^ 
Gentl^au.—But wsimust not; oetoorisan* 
gjtiine in our hoi^es, nor promise ourselves 
the easy. accQmolishment Qf mi objegc. of 

such iocalcttlahle public benefit. We o«i|>t 
expect a,hard atiaiggle, and be prepared to 
«neouDiw>a ^tstahee^ decided and formi* 
dablev -from those yi^o. have, created the 
laiischief or nursed mtd brought it to matu.- 
rhf,. and who are themselvea the great 
.grievance of which we complam. If by 
such a combination our best ^orts should 
-bedeGeatedJnr a tbnc,it is to the returning 
.wMont: and. jostbee of Parliament that the 
9Clatfoilic& gze^stiU. to bcfcfor.idtii^atevan^ 


surp re^wig. Persevering with UHabated.: 
ardour hi the pursuit of this their claim of 
riglll:, I would bid them beware’of the sug¬ 
gestions of intempmte counsellors, or 
yidding too much to the guidance of their 
(Mvn;justly-roased and irritated- feelings. I • 
would say to them in a voice to vrliich they 
have accustomed to' hearken withont: 
disthist-*-*' Brave and much-injured coun¬ 
trymen 1 do not take counsel from despair *, 
continue to couhrle in the unqueneb^e 
energies of the British Constitution, of 
which you ai'e tiw joint inheritcH’s with our¬ 
selves, and which all the corruptions of the 
Government have been insufficient to ex* 
tinguish. The guardians of your rights and 
privileges are a^ their pos(. Except in one 
solitary instance, the firm phalanx of the 
‘friends of the people remains unbroken. 
Office and emoluments, power and honours, 
the most distinguished have been proffered 
in vain as tlie. price of political inconstancy 
and of a disgraceful connexion yvith the 
present AdministraiioD; farmed luider aus¬ 
pices the most odious and disgusting, and 
whose watfh-words arc-^Intolerancc and 
Religious-War. Even the jGarter itself, 
that high and eminent distinction., has been 
put away, as ceasing to be an object of 
hortourabie ambition, under the degradinj^ 
colour of these disastrous times. The Ca¬ 
tholic cause'and the cause of the'British 
Empire have been londly proclaimed by all 
the'great cppstitutional; leaders to be one 
and die xaine. Eternal hostility has. been 
sworo' against your cahimiNiSoiis and oji* 
pressont upon the altar, of out common 
country.. The: minions of the Court have 
heeu dragged fr.im*bebrad the Throne, and 
exposed to ihe- viewof an insulted, public; 
auditliei wi‘ - s^-sieaw of misixile, by. vl^hich 
thfoidevoted cinpiw is oppressed and goad* 
edy bats been denunneed'lo.this Honsr by ,i 
Noble Frieod of mine (Lord Grey), in a 
s^ralanf.mucidme<aHKi;itidigaant efoquenc^ 
which, if equalled at any time; has been 
never exceeded within these, walls* That 
clumpy bombiuation of vice and bigotryi, 
froufwfanch you are now. seeking for a deli- 
ybrancft-oa. your own parts, and dh that of 
the hiffering. community, is-composed of 
materials so wretched in themselves, and 
held, together by a cement, vHiich has in its 
nature so little of what'is permanent or 
,blading, that ;he whole pile exhthksnow, 
almost at the moment of its coostructioti, 
vthe obvious principle'of decay; and, assur¬ 
edly, cannot long continuerto interpose it- 
adf between the re(wesentative of the sove> 
:n:iga power,. and the best inuarests of. ifaye 
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^people.”—My Lords, I will not peripit 
inyKlf to doulst of the salvation of my 
oouniry, encompassed though it is by 4^' 
cuUies and dangers on every side, and that 
tliere is yet in store for this United King* 
dom, a long and a bright train of prosperity 
and glory. Animated by this consoling 
h(^e, 1 will still continue to recommend 
patience to my calumniated and oppressed 
countrymen, for the hour of their deliver¬ 
ance cannot be far removed.—My Lords, I 
have done, and have only to express my 
ackoowledgnients for the attention with 
which I have been honoured, during so 
long a trespass upon your Lordships' time ; 
and humbly to move you, That a Gominit- 
- tee be appointed to take into consideration 
the Laws imposing Civil Disabilities on iUs 
. Majesty’s subjects professing the Catholic 
Keiigion; and to refer to that Committee 
the several Petitions of the Catholics of 
Ireland, now upon your table; and also 
those of their Protestant Countrymen, 
strongly in afhrmance of tlie necessity of 
conceding to liie justice of the Catholic 
claims. No counter Petition having found 
its way to eitlier House of Parliament from 
any quarter, w*iih the exception only of 
that solitary attempt to raise the Protestant 
cry, in which the Minister has succeeded, 
in tile obsequious City of Dublin, by a mi¬ 
serable majority of 16; and after a former 
baffled effort. These two classes of Peti¬ 
tions contain, l*have a rjght to assume, a 
fair expression of the undivided* sentiment 
of the Irish nation, on a question, to them, 
of’vital importance, and not interesting, in 
■ any proportionate degree, to any other part 
of the United Kingdom.—It is also my in¬ 
tention to roo?e your Lordships to r^ler to 
the same Committee, the Pel;*:'?# of the 
English Calitoiics, that truly respectable 
class of our fellow subgects—together with 
tf» several Petitions for Religious Liberty, 
from different denominations 6f Christians, 
which were presented by%ny Noble Friend 
(Earl Grey) at the sirne time*—For the 
fmrpose, therefore, of taking into considera¬ 
tion the laws imposing Civil Disabilities 
on His Majesty's subjects professing the Ca¬ 
tholic Religion, l.now move your Lord- 
ships to resolve yourselves mlo a Com¬ 
mittee. 

--r- T- -—«.. . 

OFFICIAL frAPBUg: 

Fbance.— Reports laid beformthe Conser¬ 
vative Senate on the- 10th of I^fch, 
- Itt^.-^Conlirmed from page 512. J 

III. Ftan of a Senafus Consilium,. pite- 
senled U> the Senate on the ISth of Marche 


relative to ^ dugn^tOMtoit tf Me een^i 

by Couni '^int&tpede^ '■ 

Senators,—Ydur special commissipn has 
examined, wllji all tlie *311001100 the im^ 
portance of the subject demanded, the Sa- 
natus CoBsultuin project, relative to till! 
urgantzatioD of the National Guard of the 
Empire, as wdl as *he levy- of 100 oj- 
faorts from the 1st band of the Nsflional 
Guards, and has with care compared the 
difierent dispositions with the reasons which 
have been stated to you.——This project 
•is divided under two titles. The 1st of¬ 
fers one of Uiotie im'portaot institution^ 
which will signalize one of the most illus¬ 
trious of reigns; the 3d puts ki motion part 
of that force established by the l$t; one is 
the ground of action,—the other the con- 

fequence and application of u.-Let us, 

before all, examine the first:—It separates 
into thr^ bands the National Guard of the 
Empire ; it points out the Frenchmen who, 
according to the difference of their age, 
must belong to one or other of these threU 
bands; it fixes the successive renewal of 
their different stations; it determines the 
nature of tlie services which their country 
and sovereign' have a right to expect from 

them.--And now, what is the national 

guard of the empire ? The nation armed-. 
And what hatbu but that which extends 
ir^ the batiks of'the £altic Sea to those 
•beyond the Tiber; and whose ancient re¬ 
nown every day requires fresh eclat by its 
suct^ssFui and netv associations, and by thi 
immortal glory of him who governs it * 

--^'his nation had not received di^rent 

successive lawi* but particular J^aiiiza- 
tions only; It is going to fceeive a'grand 

political law, a general organization.-* 

And what a wonderful change is this pro^' 
found conception of the Emperbr going to 
produce! Order was estaMished at h» 
command, among'the'lnftnen.se number of 
FronchraOn,•whose vet-j* zeal^and bravery-, 
not regulaitt^ by Ws fbresight* woald havt 
led to confusion Und-disorder. That ad* 
mirable,' and regular mOtlon, is the re^lt 
of the high wisdom of who) com* 
|!,bining with the -fruits of-his genius^ th# 
produce of experience, carries his ^views 
into future ages, to give durability to aH 
the monuments he erects.-—-But what is 
the grand ahd principat effect of this-new 
institution? The ’safety of the interior, 
and public security. Hitherto the safety 
orthc interior of empires was provided for 
by; armies, who became offensive or de- 
fengive acceding to the circumstances of 
the war ^id the'chances of success. But 






the security was neither eaUrc QOir durable. 
The fear of a veyerse it: bad 

success might annihilate it; and what a 
situation was Ihai^ pieople in, vraose com* 
forts lind labours were eveiy moment in- 
terru{tted by attxlety and Tear .?-~^Let us 
refer to history, and we shall see how fre-, 
quently weak gevemments could only sa¬ 
tisfy their subjects by imprudently, {toiaiing 
oiit the number of tbeir troops, their mi¬ 
litary dispositions, and their political »*■ 
rangemynts; and been obliged to give way, 
by dangerous and absurd dispositions 
their forces, to the'ridiculops ideas which 
the want of security suggested, jSined to 
false notions ^'cspecting the true elements 
of a good defence.——The project or the 
Seuatus Gonsultum, which is presented to 
you, Seiaiiors^^ prevents for ever all these 

misfortcncs.--When should even all the 

active armies quit the frontiers, and pro¬ 
ceed to an immense distance to hurl the 
imperial thunder, the immense enclosure 
of tlie empire w'ouid present numerous de¬ 
fenders, which could be replaced by still 
more numerous defenders; and the French 
empire, considered, if I may be allowed 
so to express myself, as an immense citadel 
placed iu the middle of the world, would 
shew its natural garrison, in a national 
guard, regularly organized, uniting to the 
constancy and initrucrion of old veterans, 

all the vigour of a youtliful army.-This, 

is what the hero has thought fit to do, to 
render our frontiers inviolable,—to tran¬ 
quillize minds the most prompt to conceive 
alarms,—to guard the public, security 
agirins^^ll the attempts oP false zcal.Vfrom 
ignoranefc or perfidy. This is what the 
Yaiher of his pcople'has done; for this great 
benefit but trifling sacrifices are required. 

-The cohorts of the first band will be. 

renewed with one-sixth each year ? the 
young Frenchmen who constitute a pan of 
it will know tbe^exact pertojj when tlicy 
will return tSo their paternal roofs'', and be 
restored to their affections, iKeir labours, 
their habits : they will enjoy^tbe price of 
their devotion.-^^—rArrived at the age in 
wrhich ardoub is united to strength, they^ 
wlU find in their military exercises salu¬ 
tary ^mes and agreeable relaxations, ra¬ 
ther, than severe duties and painful occu¬ 
pations. They will not be> strangers to 
any of the advantages' which the old pha¬ 


lanxes oP Nappleon enjoy. Let us now ’ 
proceed, Senatore, to exaeaiub the second 
title,rp-^ypt» have heard the Mlniiters 
for Foreign ASaIrs and for War, expose 
the fratde, firm, and moderate policy of 
the Emperor. European commerce must 
be freed from the shameful yoke wished to 
he imposed upon it. Nature demands 
this : the most solemn treaties prescribe 
it: the imperial interests of the State de¬ 
mand it.——Already docs the enemy of 
continental independence sufler in his island 
a part of those.evils with which he wished 
to inundate the world. He has sworn 
everlasting war. Let a formidable power 
render abortive this attempt against huma¬ 
nity. Let all the active annies of the - 
Empire be feady tot march to whatever 
place they may be called by the greatest 
of heroes. Let 100 cohorts of the first 
band answer to the country for its fron¬ 
tiers, strong places, ports, and arsenals. 
Let 100,000 brave men, chosen from 
among those of the 1st band, join the 
standards of glory. Here we again find 
the same paternal solicitude of' the Mo¬ 
narch, and the same foresight of the great 
Captain.-^What related to the succes¬ 

sively renewing of that part of the first 
band, which will be placgd at the dispo¬ 
sition of the Minister of War, is fixed with 
care; and every Frenchman of the first 
band who shall have married anterior to 
the publication of jthe Senatus Gonsultum, 
shall renf^n in the bosom of his young 
familif, and constitute part of the second 
band. The assembling of a part of the 
1st band will allow the conscripts destined *' 
to augment pr complete the active armies, 
to be ^longer exercised at their depots; and 
every t^ir'":dias been calculated in such a 
manner, that at the least signal a.numerous 
army can be promptly collected, and with 
facility* march towairls all the points me¬ 
naced.-order to be able better to 

judge of all the ^advantages of the insiitu- ' 
tion proposed to yon, represent to your¬ 
selves, senators, all the irregular appeals^ 
from the national guard which you have 
witnessed. Let those of oura colleagues, 
whose military renown and the confidence ' 
of the Emperor have frequently placed at 
the head of these national guards, hastily 
collected, remember Itpw much-they have 
, {To be conlinuedt) 
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“ Forasmiicli as the state of every King, Raler, and Governor of any Realm, Dominion, or 
“ Commonalty, standeth and consistetiimore assured by the Love and Favour of the Subji^t toward 
“ their Sovereign Ruler and Governor, than in the Dread and Fear of Laws made with rigorous Pains 
and exirenie Punishment for not obeying of their Sovereign Ruler and Governor: And Law.s 
also justly made for the preservation of the Commonwealth, without extreme Punishment or great 
Peuaity, are more often for the most part obeyed and kept, than the Laws and Statutes made 
“ with great and extreme Punishments, and in special such Laws and Statutes so made, whereby 
not only tlie ignorant and rude unlearned PCoj^le, but also learned and expert People, ininding 
“ Honesty, arc often and many Times trapped and snared, ye^mauy Times for Words only, vidth< 

“ out Ollier Fact or Deed done or perpetrated:-^The Queen’s most excellent Majesty, calling to 

“ Kemembrance that many, as well honourable and noble Persons, as other ^ good‘Reputation 
“ witliin lliis her Grace’s Realm of England, have of late (for Words only, wittfout other Opinion, 
“ Fact or Deed), sutfered shameful death not accustomed to Nobles; Her Highneas, therefore, of her 
accustonied Clemency and iSercy, minding to avoid and pnt away tlie Occasion and Cause cf the 
“ like Chances hereafter to ensne^ trusting hep loving Subjects Will, for hAr'Clemency to tlieai 
“ shewed, love, serve, and obey her Grace the more heartily and faithfully, than 6>r Dread or 
“ fear of Pains of Body, is contented and pleased that the Severity of such like extreme, danger- 
“ ous, and painful Laws, shall be abolished, and annulled and be made frustrate and void." 

G09] ----—_ 


SUMMARY OF- POLITICS. 

Barracks ani* Riots. -In my last, 

at page .597,1 was, for want of room, com¬ 
pelled to break off my remarks upon this 
.subject. I now resume them, under a con 
\iction that flie times are now such as call 
for our most serious attention to the means 
of preserving the internal tranquillity of 
the country.——We, ’at the page just re¬ 
ferred 10 , left the Seefetary qf*State, Mr. 
Ryder, introducing into the House tjf Coin- 
pious, a* Bill “ more effectually to prevent 

the administering and taking of unlawful 
“ oaths.” This bill was grounded upon 
the alleged ticts, that riie copy of an oath 
had been (bund in ihe^aoeket ol oiffc of tlie 
slain rioters in Lancashire, Wflich oath 
bound the parly not to reveal the names of 
the persons composing “ the commillee," 
and to put to death any “ traitors that may 
“ me Kp against us.” ^ut what eoaiinillee, 
or who us were, is jiot staled, nor is there 
any date, either of lime or place. —;—This 
oath is .said to have been found upon the 
body of one (A the men killed in tlie attacL 
upon the'*faciory of Messrs. Burton: but,* 
it is not said wkurn it vya.s so found* 
there is not, that we hear of, any proof ol 
the surt.^ the paper inigliS be no more than 
the draft of soniething'projecied hy the pos- 
se.ssor: and, really, unless extsfence vj 
Cl coimitUlec in the disiprbed counties would 
be asteriaiiied, this pajicr does seem to me, 
as it did to Mr. Horner, Mr. Brougfiani, 
and Mr. Wliitbread, lo be‘too slight a 
fouiidation for a nev\' enactment of the pe¬ 


nalty of death.-Tliese gentlemen oji- 

posed the introduction of the bill upon tlie 
ground, chiefly, of its ineflicacy as to the 
object in view', contending that severe taws 
are less likely to succeed in repressing 
crimes than laws less severe ; and they cited 
in proof, the consequences of the law passed 
this session against tl^e Luddites in Not¬ 
tinghamshire.-Th:,s is a very important 

subject, and the circumstances of the times 
render it even more so than it would otlier- 
wise be. I will, therefore, insert at full 
length,, what the Prime Minister, .Mr, Per- 
cevlil, said in •answer to Mr. Horner,'•who 
wa.s the first to op|>ose the iritit^Suction of 

the Bill.-Mr. Perceval said, “that bo 

“ lime ^lould be lost in sending down tlie 
“ Special Commission, wliich met with the 
“ approbation of the Honourable and 
“ Learned Genileman. According to bis 
“^vievv of the subject, ^Ministers would not 
“ do tile dn;y fcitey owed tothe loyal inlia- 
“ biiants wli^tlie country, if they did not 
“ exert their utmost efforts to protect tfreiii, 
“ by a new law, from the attacks of iliose 
“ w'ho .set all funner laws at de(i.ince [heart j 
“ What did Geiideuien mean when they 
“ reconjmencled the trial of experifflents on 
'i* the Bill of 1798, at lids peiioii y. Did 
“ they intend that while the tri.il, that 
*• would in all Inmiaii probability be vain, 
“ w'as liiakirjg, HisMajcstv’ssubjects shoidd 
be a.ssassinaied, and liicir property Je- 
” luolisbed with imitunity [hear, hear, 
“ lieartJ7 IfGentleiiiciion the other side 
“ jl the floLise had possessed any portion of 
“ ilic it/ormaiioa that ever;.- day re.iched 
v./ . ■ 
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“ Governnient» they would be lUe last to 


ti 


recommend such dangerou^^lays', while 
“ death was the fruit of theaesiJfT^e tna- 

I 


appear straiige to tae to bear it asserted 
thus boldly, that the disturbances have not. 
ajrist^n froip the distresses of the people; 
but have been the work of persons who are 
net in want. It is a notorious fact, that 
potatoes (things whicfi arehardlyfitto bethe 
food of man) sell at the rate of eight or nine 
shillings the Winchester bushel ; that is to 
say, three‘pence a quart. When a want 
of work is added to this dearth, how is it 
possible that the distress can be otherwise 
than dreadful! But, Mr. Peicevai is here 
fcportecl to have.said, that persons not in 
distress have “ c/njb/o^cd the general opinion 
“ of distress to their own advantage, to 
“ create and fotnent clisturbances.” Who 
these persons ^are Mr. Perceval does not 
say; he does not eveh point them out by 
description; and yet he says they are known 
to be persons not in want. If they are 
known, they cun, of course, be named; 
and, if too numerous to >be named, they 
may easily be designated as to rank in lile; 
and, what is more, tliey cun^ at once, be 
apprehended, by the aid of the great army 
now in the disturbed counties.-But, 


iesp*raie 

“ chinations of the cHsturbers of the public 
“ tranquillity. ■ Were we to sit down 
“ quietly to make experiments when an ef- 
“ fectual remedy was in our power (hear,, 

“ hear IJ't If Gentlemen had been called 
“ upon'to defend either themselves orttheir 
“ tieighbours from the attacks of tliese ruf- 
“ fians, they would be convinced of the* 

“ folly of sucli an undertaking. This was 
“ not the case of a conspiracy by two or 
“ tbice individuals—it was*a combined ef- 
“ feet of an immense number, who entered 
“ the dwelling-minuses, and compelled the 
“ tie;nbling inmates to take the terrible 
“ oath which had been read. It was a 
“ crime little short of treason, or an attempt 
“ upon iffe sacred person of Majesty. It 
“ was said by the last speaker, that this 
“ was one of tlie frequent attemjits of Go- 
“ vernment to provide Ibr an extremity by 
“ an immediate e.uaclnicnt:—he (the Clian- 
“ cellor of the Exchequer) might with 
much greater truth assert, that the pre- 

“ sent was only one of the frequent attempts j wliat can have been meant by ‘ ‘ employing 
“ made by Gentlemen ojiposite to defeat j “ the general o/un/oit of distress?” Does 
“ tlie measures of Government, ilie objects j the reader conceive, that it is likely, that 
“ of which were tlie security and salvation , there should exist “ a gentYal opinion of 
“ of the State/"/ifa/', Am/-, Afffr.'y. Much | “distress” without there being reed dis- 
“ of what had bcereslaled as to the systeuj tress ? Opinion is belief in something, 
“ of internal au,d external commerce, of 'and what is to make the people of a whole 
“ Government being the caused the d is- country befi^veiu the existence of distress. 
“ lurbances, would liave a most niischiev- tliat do^s not exist? What is to make a 
“ ous effect (hear, hear!). It was, be- 'man conceit that he is hungry •wlieii his 
“ sides,,an assertion tliat was perfettly un- ; belly is full? This is quite a new idea in 
“ fouudit;l; for in those districts where the the Premier: this “ employing of m opi~ 
“..disturbances were .chiefly prevalent; the “ nion of distress,” And, J.ruly, it is a 
“ most active leaders were known to be per- | curious>«oiupi iment Jo the people of Eng-. 
“ sons who were not in svaiit of any of the j land to Kij)pose that they are to be “ ein- 
“ means of life, but who employed the ge- j “ ployed” in this way. Employed in the 
“ neral opinion of distress to their own ad- ' work of.insurrection, upon the ground of 
“ vantage, to create and foment disturb- I their being in jvaut, while they are not in 
“ ances lor which‘'there was 'littip or "ho j want, and only entertain the opinion! - 


“ caus() (hear, hear!). The JRiglit Ho- 
“ nourable Gentleman then Jhocccdcd to 
*• argue that the IJill would be effectual for 
“ the purpose intended: and adduced as a 
‘V proof, the Al t to prevent the Seliuction 
“ of Soldiers from His Majesty's Service, 
“ which had proved highly beneficial. Iiy 
“ his wiew of the subject, the clause affbrd- 
“ ing a shelter to the repentant crhninal 
“ was a useful and necessary provision, 
“ and did not deserve the censure bestow^ 
“ v,pou it. He insisted, on the whole, that 
“ the present Bill tvas no inorfi than the 
“ loyal subjects of the kingdom Itad a right 
“ to demand.”-It does, 1 rauu confess, 


However, if this the case ; if the people 
' are cnij)loycd in tliis way, who are their 
etuployers ? This I have asked before, 
a’nd have heard no answer. But, how 
comes it that any part, any cttnsiderable 
part, of the people slmuld possess the de¬ 
sire to produce iusurreetton? If it be, as 
Mr. Perceval ha^here asserted, to nt^n not 
ill want that the riots ait to be attributed; 
what can^bv-v the ipotiv®® ol those men? 
Wltjt can those men want? If, indeed, 
their pi'oceedings could be traced to some 
Political Society, we should theq stand in 
need of no explanation. But, those Societies 
have all been extirpated long ago. ‘ The 



ttisj m 

princi|HU ict(birs have all been destroyed or 
. ruined. Andy therelbre, it is impossible 
to trace the present disturbances to $udi a 

cause.-Mr. Perceval, iti several parts of 

his speech, spoke of the “LOYAL subjects 
“ of the king,” as entitled to the protection 
which the proposed law would give them. 
We will, hy-and-by, inquire what degree 
of protection that is likely to be; but, first, 
let us ask why this phrase should have been 
selected? For, does it follow, that all* 
rioters are “ disloyal" men ? Oh ! no. 
For there were, as Mandiester well know*s, 
the Church and King" riots of 1792 and 
1793; there were the no-f/opcry" riots 
of the year 1780, So that Mr. Perceval 
should not, it seems to mt^ have made use 
of a phrase, which would represent thg 
term rioters as synonymous with that of 
traitor. This is, however, the fasiiion, 
and, I suppose, it will continue for some 
time. It, however, can do no good to those 
who make use of it. They over-shoot their 
mark thereby; and that they would find, I 
believe, if they coUld hear the remarks made 
in France and America u]>on the accusations 
that they clipose to make. The trutli is, 
that, so great is the desire to trace every 
sort of Opposition to the system to a Jaco- 
,bin source, fliat those who are actuated by 
that desire seem to overlook every thing 
else. And, they ‘will certainly have the 
niortification^to hud, that, in the end, tRe 
world will be convitfeed tligl^ there exists 
no such source; or, at least, theyw’ill Find, 
that tlwre are no means of discovering such 
source. Mr. Perceval will, therelore, it 
seems to me, do well not to talk of tlit 
rioters as disloyal" pciJple. It can do 
them no possible liarjn. It is qi*itc solfi- 
cient for them to be rioters. Slit, it may 
cause the Emperor of France to believe, 
that, what has arijen from his oomiuercial 
regulations, has arisen fitini a radical dis¬ 
like to our own govenimeiil, or> at least, to 

the system of sway now in #:xistence.- 

Mr. Perceval represents the proposed bill 
as “ necessary to tl>e security and salvation 
of the staite.*^’ 1 have seen so many pf 
tltese measures of “.so/mttoK,” that 1 realty 
begin to despair of their effect. But,^n 
wltat does this measure of salvation consist?** 
Wliy,jlitaply in authorizing the Courts and 
Executioners to fiang* people for “ tendering 
“ or taking unlawful oath^’ Some time 
agov am aet wao parsed to author ire the 
hanging of people for frame-breaking, 
which offence was before punished with 
transportation. Since that att was pSssed, 
tii£ violences have greatly increased, and 


the new invention of binding tp secrecy by 
dreadful oaths has, it seems, gone into ope¬ 
ration. Now, then, the administering or 
taking of srch oaths fs to be punijihed with 
death. And thus has this capital offence 
grown out of the law for making frame- 

breaking a capital offence.-This always 

has been, now is, and always wil] be, the 
progress of severe laws. The passage, 
which 1 have taken for my motto, contains 
an expression of this opinion; and, Mr. 
Perceval (being a law'yer) must know 
whence it comes; he must know that it is 
not extracted *fioin the Jaftobin creed, but 
is copied, word for word, and letter for let- * 
ter, from an English act*oJ Parliament, of 
wdtich, indeed, it is the preambulary part. 
Very difl'erent, it woul^ leetn, are the no- 
tionsof Mr. Perceval and Lord ^asllereagh 
hi'kI their colleagues ; very differeut would 
their notions appear to be from those ex¬ 
pressed yi this preamble; they seem to 
think that severe laws will he obeyed better 
than laws which are not severe; tlioiigli, I 
am incliued to think, that, in the whole 
world, there never has been an experimental 

proof of the truth of that position.--Mr. 

Whitbread, in answer to Mr. Perceval, 
said, “that it was perfectly true, that if 
“ the measures of Goveniinent had not 
“ created they luyl augiiientefl the distresses 
“ oi the inhabitants of the manufacturing 
“ counties, and it was now proposed to pu- 
“ iiish them for crimes of which govern- 
“ nient had in a manner promoted tlie com- 
“ mission. One great objection to it in his 
“«jiud waSjZhat it resorted to the u(fimunt 
“ supplicium for a comparalivfiily^slight of- 
“ Fence, unless Ministers intended to pro- 
“ ceed by re-enacting the statutes of Henry 
“ VIJL, which directed that For particular 
“ criiiics the ofienders should be boiled. 

“ This conduct certainly w'oulcl not be 
“ without support, and that of niodcru 
dale, iHid [mm higTi autbority, since the 
“ Chancellor For Ireland in the year 1798, 
justified the inJlkUon of torture,^ Tlia 
“ good that would result from this Bill 
“ might be easily ascertained, fi oin observ- 
“ ing the very benelicial effects produced by 
“ the Nottingham Bill. How many cri- ■ 
“ itiinals had been eiiher discovered or pu- 
“ nished ^tinder it ? Another jdriucipal 
reason which induced him to resist the 
“ progress of this Bill, was, tltat no dis- , 
tmciioti was made between ilte crisr.e of 
“ taking an unlawful oath and the assassi- 
“ naiiomof a man : *he sltould, therefore, 

“ vote tgainst this Bill, not from party 
“ spiriiT but on public groutids.”-1 
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perfectly agree with Mr. Whitbrca4'upon “ ing Jive guineas bounty znA fifteen shil- 
this subject, and am fully \)etsuaded, that “/ings per week to all thiit Would be. 
the proposed Bill, if it pasr info a law, will ** twisted in [the term for shearing in), 
only tend to produce still greater ^ils than “ Many of the delegates are going round 
those already complained of; I am con- “ thccountryon the same service.—Q uebs, 

vinced, that it will not prevent the taking “ where does the money come fromr' - 

and tendering of oaths; that it will not lead This Quere is very pertinent indeed; but, 
to the defection of those who arc engaged in why did the relater of the story not answer 
the riots; but, that it will tend to ipake it? Now, mind, it is here stated, in plain 


them more desperate, more secret, and | 
more vindictive. These are my reasons j 
fur disliking this Bill, which, I hope, will 

never become a law.---As to the fact of 

any combination or conspiracy being in ex- 
* istcnce, 1 must conliess, that 1 greatly*doubt 
it. Mr. Stephen talked of 120,000 ac¬ 
tually sworn into the combination ; but, is 
it not wonderfuk. .that thei;e has been no 
proof prod'iced of the swearing in of any 
nne oi these 120,000 men; and that the 
only proof of any oath having been taken is 
«.he copy of an oath, or, an oath in writing, 
having been hniiid in the pocket ol a dead 
man ? If the man bad been alive, indeed, 
and hud had tiie fact proved upon him, and 
had been unable to give any satisfactory 
account ol the paper in question, the case 
would have been very diti’erenl; but, as it 
is, it is just possible, that some one may 
have written the paper and put it into the 
dead man’s pocket; for,, as we ail know, 
dead men tell no lafes and make no com-. 

plaints.-Another story, still less pioba- 

hle, is, that the Luddites have actually be¬ 
gun to enlist men, in a very regular way. 
The story is pretended to cnine Iroin Man- 
■chesur, and is related as follows in ^he 
Woruing.Cfhronicle of the 4th of May; 
— “ Manchester, April 30, 1^12. 

“ We are all quiet here at present, but are 
still anxious to see what may happen the 
“ next two or three days, as the general 
meeting of the Luddites is said to be 
“ fixed lor lo-inorrow, but the place we 
have yet to learn.'* Be that -JS it ina^, 
*• we arc fully prepared, and^so far 1 do 
“ cov'.'^.eive there is not the least danger. 
The Bolton Rioters’ Committef, or rather 
the Delegates; had planned a secret ineet- 
Vug, at which sotiie important matters 
“ wereCo he discussed. The fact became 
known to the pQBccrs and police, and it. 
“ was‘deemed prudent not to prevent it 
from taking place. /I’he consequence 
was, that last night the whole assem* 
“ blagc, coitsisting of twenty-five nieOf 
“ were taken by surprise, together with all 
“ their coiTespondcn'cc. A nian^ has also 
“ been apprehended at Eccles, injiattenipt- 
*• iiig !<» sediictt the Local Militia,iby oft^r- 


and positive terms, that a man has been of¬ 
fering a bounty of Jive guineas a man, and 
pay of 15s. a week, to recruits; and that 
many delegates are going round the country 
on the same service. What ! all this 
going on, and no proof to be produced? 

“ Many Delegates” and these going “ round 
“ tlie country” .enlisting men, and nobody 
^ble to bring us any particle of proof of 
such o|)en rebellion ! And, as the relater 
of the story asks so pertinently and saga¬ 
ciously, “ Where does the money come 
“ from?” The very same question that 
my youngest son most pertinaciously pressed 
with regard to his youngest sister svhen she 
was born. The nurse told him, from the 
parsley-bed : “ Aye,” said lie, “ but 

“ where did she come from?'’ laying great 
stress upon the closing words; and mean¬ 
ing, that though he believed, of course, 
that she came last out of the*’parsley-bed, 
he Wanted to know how she got into it. So. 
witli regard to the recruiting officers of the 
Luddites, though the money, of course, now 
comes out of, their [Ajckeis, how did it get • 
into Ihek' pcckets ? The old custom must 
have been revived of men's sellftig their, 
souls to the devil; or, if not, the whole of 
this story must be a lie, and that, too, for 
the diabolical jAirpose of excitjiig alarm in 
the comitry, and ,of reconciling men's • 
minds to*acts of great severity, at a time 
when patriotism and humanity loudly call 
for every means of conciliation that can be 

thought of.-—Mr. Perceval observed in 

the early part of his speech above quoted, 
that a Special Llomniissinn was about to be 
dispatched to try the persons apprehended 
in the disturbed counties. With regard to 
^he propriety, or improprietyi of this mea¬ 
sure, 1 shall not pretend to decide. My 
opinion leans .igainst it; because, I think, 
that if the trials were to take place aithe 
assizes, in the usual course, there jy'>uld be 
more time for the ndtids" of men to cool; 
passion would, be less likely to prevail; and 
justice, ofaourse, more likely to be admi¬ 
nistered‘in mercy, agreeably to the King's 
coronation oath. My opinion may, how'- 
evei'^ in this particular, be wrong; but, of 
one thing 1 will not hesitate to speak posi- 



6ir] MAY 16, 1812.— 

tiwely, and that is, the manner in which 
•the London prints have spoken of this com¬ 
mission is calculated to do iiiKaite mischief. 
Some of them have appeared to exult in 
the hope of seeing what they expect will 
take place; and one of them seems to re¬ 
gret, nay he positively does express his re¬ 
gret, that the Judges are not young and 
stout enough “ to go through the fatiguts of 
“ such arduous duties;” and he wants a 
parliamentary inquiry to take place upo^ 
the sulyect. This writer is always calling 
out for more vigour; Ihe ministers are 

never vigorous enough for him.-This 

want of lieeling for the miseries uF the peo¬ 
ple is very reprehensible; and, indeed, it 
is more likely than any thing else to increase 
the violence of that spirit which now ap-* 
pears to be on foot. The Times news¬ 
paper (certainly the most wicked in the 
country), which has, all along, been the 
leader in this work of mischief, which has 
uniformly discovered profound coniempi 
for the people, which bas missed no occa¬ 
sion of mocking at tlieir sufferings and ex¬ 
ulting at their punishment: the proprietor 
of this printihas, on the 7th instant, pub¬ 
lished an article, in which he slates, that 
the disturbai^es are the effect of a combina- 
Jion; that the means are chiefly supplied 
out of the Benefit SeKieius ; that these Socie¬ 
ties are now perverted to the end of fornj- 
ing coinbinaiions of journeyineii against 
their masters; and that, tlicrefore, these 
Societies ought to be put an end fg, or li- 
.mited in their means. Let us, however, 
take his own words: “ VVe understand 

“ that those means are chiefly supplied by 
“ the fund* known under tfie name of Bc- 
“ neht Societies. Those establfshraents, 
“ which W'ere originally formedTin the ex- 
“ cellent principle of supporting the mem- 
“ hers in illness, or assisting thdr families 
“ in case of death, have baea turned to the 
“ support of combinations among the woik- 
“ men. When an increast of %ffages is 
** refused, and the workmen in couse- 
“ quence withdraw themselves, the Benefit 
“ &ciety, supports them until tine niastecs 
are forced to submit to their terms; and 
“ if they are indicledy the Benefit Society 
“ pa^s their law expenses^ sometimes rising' 
“ to «^rgat aniqpnt, and supports them in 
“ prison. The Legislature ought to turn 
“ its attention peculiarly 1% the remedy of 
“ this perversion of the original principle 
“ of such institutions; for unless some 
meaqs can be found of limiting tlie funds 
“ by which combination is sllipportetf, the 
tt mischief must extend; and it cannot be 


Barrels emd Jtiots. fJl* 

“ iieaessary to mention the effect of this 
“ spirit on eve/y thing which relates to the 

“ conunerre oj the Cj/unlry." --So, this 

man thinksh't wrong, that a poor journey¬ 
man should have any one to furnish the 
means Qf getting him an attorney or coun¬ 
sel! And, if put into prison Jbr wfinftrtg 
more wages far his labour (though<he mas¬ 
ter rises his prices as often as he [fleases) he 
. is doubly criminal becatise his brethren as¬ 
sist in keeping him alive !-Pray, Sir, 

what laws would you pass, if you were our 
sole legislator,? If really, seems to me, 
that notliing would satisfy you short of 
making journeymen the ^ownright slaves 
of their masters; the real bona fide slaves, 
driven with, a whip, ajid fed as are the 
beasts of the fteld. Dw Aot the prices of 
goods of all sorts continually rise ? Have 
not your advertisernents and paid-for para¬ 
graphs tripled in price within twentw 
years? Do you not now get a pound n« 
lor that space which you formerly sold for 
a crown? Can you deny this? Is it not 
as notorious as the rise in the price of other 
well-known articles at tlie west end of the 
town? Is it not “ as notorious as the sun 
at noon day?” If this be true, then, 
upon what ground d|o you deny to the jour¬ 
neymen the right o\ demanding an in- 
“ crease of wages;" fpon what ground do 
■ you abuse them for so doing ? You would 
have laws passed to disqualify them for 
making such demand; you would have laws 
passed, the efi'ect of which should be to 
causejtheni to perish in jail fur making such 
ddinand ; but, mark the contrast; yo(i pro¬ 
pose no law to prevent yourseh' -and other 
masters from raising their prices at their 
pleasure. I shall return to this subject, 
and cut you a little deeper before I have 
done with you; in the meanwhile, what¬ 
ever your heart may be made of, whetl.er 
yf steel or stone, let jpe advise you to keep 
your •thoughks* to yourseM, and not emit 
them in twyressions so manifestly calculated 

to add fuel to the flame of discontj;^w- 

This same writer, iti iflte former part of his 
article, blames the governrftent for not hav¬ 
ing been sufficiently prompt and vigorous. 
This is a sort of blame for the besfowing of ‘ 
which he does liot fear that he ^hall be 
prosecuted as a libeller. He seems free^ 
to bestow as much ol this sort ol blame as 
he likes. Thus it is to enjoy the “ Liberty • 
of (he Press.” But, vvJiat did he want 
the government to do^ He lias not told us 
that. K'e has not told us to what an extent 
he woufl have carried promplilade and vi¬ 
gour. meaJly, if our fathers were to rise 
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from,the grave, they could liot bellev 
were in England ! This who has 

seen the soldiers employed in all thte places 
where there have been any stir eVeh of wo¬ 
men and children about Hour or potatoes; 
who has seen the country filled with sol¬ 
diers ; who has seen horse, foot, and artil¬ 
lery maiched thither to the amount of 
20,000 or 80,000 men; who has seen 
many persons killed by the soldiers and 
many more wounded; who has seen one 
law passed, making that crime punishable 
with death which was before punished with 
transportation : and who now sees another 
law passing fur a purjiose soniewhaf simi¬ 
lar : this man, who has seen all this, 
blames the government for having shewn a 
lingering and uihltxided spirit; and calls 
aloud for inure prompt and vigorous mea¬ 
sures ! Never does lie say a word of con- 

S 'iation; never does he suffer to escape 
•m him a sigh of compassion forthe poor 
creatures who have been urged into illegal 
acts by their distresses and a misconception 
of the true causes thereof; he uniformly 
treats them as creatures scarcely human, 
and seems to think no more of their destruc¬ 
tion than if they were so many wolves or 
bears. He, like too riany others, seems 
to listen to nothing b'tt his anger against 
the rioters; seems de^f to*every thing but 
bis vindictiveness; punish ! punish ! pu¬ 
nish ! punish I This you find to be conti- 
inialiy his cry; as, indeed, it always is of 
ail men who have not the wisdom to. go¬ 
vern by any thing but fear. -If nothing 

else ctHild teach this writer, atTd other per¬ 
sons like tirib, how wrong it is to hold lan¬ 
guage such as he and they have held, one 
would think, that experience, thq experi¬ 
ence even now before their eyes, might 
have had that effect. ' The state into which 
the coimiry has been thrown ht/ these oul- 
rageoMS insults on if^c people, is such as 
can no longer betlisguised ; and which is, 
in my opinion, more clearly char<"Cieiized in 
the f<tff;:<wing official document, than in 

any otlier act of the government:-“ The 

“ following circular has been addressed to 
*‘ tfie Commanding Officers of the Local 

■“ Militia*:——(C ikcul-ab.)-“ nhile- 

** halt, pith April. -Sir—There being 

“ rea.son to apprehend, from tlie various 
** dtsturbiiiiccs which liave taken place in 
“ some of our manufiicturing districts, that 
“ (ittempts may he made hy evil disposed' 
“ persons to seize or ^destroy the arms he- 
“ longing to the Local Militia, I\ain di- 
“ reeled by Mr. Secretary Ryderfto im- 
press upon you the necessity of adoptit^g , 


“ of your Depot, |n case any ^ch attempt 
“ should be made, and to point out to yoa 
“ the propriety of having the permanent 
“Staff of your Regiq>ent, under the coia- 
mand of the Ar^utant, in such a state of 
“ constant efficiency, as to be immediately 

*■* available for its defence.-1 am at the 

“ same time to observe to you, that the 
1 ^“ Lieutenancy of the County are by law 
obliged to furnish a fit and proper place 
‘'^ifbr the Depot; and in case the building 
“ now appropriated to that purpose should 
“not appear to afford, in its present state, 

“ adequate means of resistance, Mr. Ryder 
“ has to desire that you will either make 
“ immediate apfHicatioii to the Lieutenancy 
for providing some* place of greater 
“ strength, or will adopt some practical 
mode of guarding your present Depot, 

“ and of diminishing the possibility of its 
“ forcible entry, in order.that those who 
“ may be lodged in it, may be enaided to 
“ repel any sudden attack, until effectual 
“ military assistance (which means have 
“ been taken to provide at ike shortest 
“ noticeJ can be brought to their relief.” 

-This document speaks volumes. Whole 

volumes it speaks. It proclahns our situ¬ 
ation to the whole svorld. Well, now,* 
this is at llip end of t.wenty years’ war 

‘against “jacobin principles!”-What! 

Are there, then, aj^tempts . 2 xpected to 
seize the arnft'‘of the local militia ; and is 
it necessat y to provide for the defence of 
iliose arms ! The defence of arms ! What • 
an idea! But, why be in trouble about 
a place of strength for these arms ? A 
place of strength! Why, wobW not the 
arms be best defended by the Local militia 
Ihemselvcsy Tliis really does astound one. 
The Commanders of this militia are re¬ 
quested to' put (he arms into a place of 
strength, so ihat^any sudden attack may be 
repelled, “'until effectual military aid cm 
“ be brought lo,their relief.” And we 
are told, -tliat means have been taken “ to 
“ provide such aid at the shortest notice.” 
Ifew strange does all this s^m.,.to me! 
Galling in military aid to defend the arms 
oHtIte Local Militia, who are, of course, 
‘residing at no very great distance from the 
spot! And, is it* really true, eh‘«r‘"tfais 
niilitia cannot defend their own a/ 7 K 5 
It is useless to ovmment. There is no man 
with bfaips Sufficient-to enable him<to dis¬ 
tinguish dayliglit from darkness who will 
not clearly understand the meaning of this 

document.-^The following two articles, 

which I take from the Courier of the 11th 
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of May, will show what is going on with 
vespect of nrins in iTorkshire. 

“ Leeds, May 9.- Outrage. —Last 

“ night the family of Colonel Campbell, 

‘ ‘ the Commanding O^cer of the Leeds dis- 
“ /#7Ct, was thrown into very serious 
“ alarm : between 30 and 11 o'clock, two 
“ men, whose voices were distinctly heard, 

“ placed themselves in a plantation in the 
“ rear of the Col.’s house, at Woodhouse, . 
“ about a mile from Leeds, and discharged! 
“ two muskets in the direction of Ike Guau^f^ 
“ Room, just at the iiibinent when two 
“ Hussars were entering the court, but the 
“ trees intercepting the shots, neither of 
“ them took efiect. The sentinels imme- 
“ diatcly went in pursuitoftlie offenders, but 
“ they escaped under th*cover of night. In. 
“ llie absence of the guard, and jrst at the 
“ moment when the Colonel's son, accom- 
“ panied by a soldier, was turning the south- 
“ east corner of the iiouse, four or live men 
“ were observed to collect in front, and one 
“ of them discharged .another musket, but 
“ like the former the shot passed without 
doing any mischief. Soon after the 
“ firing, theiColonel, who bad been from 
“ home on his military duties, drove into 

.... 1 . . * t 


readc 


ide^ 
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“ the court.^ and 


having taken the neces- 


sary precaution to strengthen the. guard, 
“ the night passed witliout further molcstu- 


’ lion. 

“ HuDDEgsviEnn, May 7.-Mu. 

“ Editor, — I am sorry to irdbrm you the 
“ Luddites have been very active tn collcct- 
. “ ing drins this last week, and have been 
“ loo successful. Tliey proceeded to 


_^ are these scenes td excite exultation 

in the breastsAif Englishmen? This is 
neither more nor less than a disarming of 
the people,*\f the account be true; and, 
what does that act proclaim to the world ? 
Answer me this question, you venal men, 
before you again give way to your exulta¬ 
tions.-Since the commencement of the 

war against the republicans of France, 
Major Cartwright wrote and published 
a book, called “ En'cland's tEcis.^ 
Every cabinet minister who has been in 
place for the lj.st 30 .years, and every mem¬ 
ber of the’Royal Family,* has, I believe, 
had a copy of this book Irom the hands of * 
the venerable and patriotic author. In 
that work is laid down the principles of 
national d^fettce, intcrt^all as well as ex¬ 
ternal. This work will, [ft^vbflps, at last 
be attended to ; lor, I think, it will not 
require much more experience to con-^.<**' 
vince any rational man, that the salety of 
the country does now absolutely deinancL 
something other than what we now see. 

If the plan of Major Cartwright, or, ra¬ 
ther, the plan of the English Conslitulion, 
for he only proposes to do what was ac¬ 
tually done by-^- ancestors in this re- 
sp6ct; if tliis pluu^vcre put in execution^ 
we should never hea\ot a riot again of any 
.consequence; fos, 1 lyaiiitain, that such a 
^ riot would be impossihU. If that plan 
vs'erc once adopted, we should hear no 
more of the necessity of guarding the arms 
of tlie Local Militia; nor should we hear 
any mure ol those acts ol violence, which 
hSve, of latf, created such serious alarm. 


100 successjai, jjicy piucccucu iw v,. -- tt i 1/ 

“ people’s houses, in the townships of Al- j It is now manilest, that miles;. tM people 

“ inondbuay, Wooldalc, ^arnley, Nether- 'are armed for their wn djence, agre^bly 
“thong, Meltham,.Monley, and* Mars- 1 to the ancient laws and customs of the 
“ den, and many other plafes in liiis ; country, there will soon be no satety lor 
“ neiglibonrhood; they entered the houses ; any man; for, after all, what is an army 
“ by about 20 or. 30 in a gang, and de,- \ as the means of internal delence? I read, 

“ manded all the arms in the house, on ;hat, i,, one of the disturbed counties, many 

“pain of instant de^lh. Bythis means persons fiav* been called out under the old 
“ they have obtaiiTcd/los^esstrm o/iM/nvards law oi dValch and Ward, lo be suie 
“ of 100 stand of arms since my-last letter This is the right way of going m ®*rk ; 

“ to you, and not one night has passed 
“ without ^ome arms having been so taken. 

“ In order to check this alarming evil, 

“ Major Gordon has obtained possession of 
“ 200 stand of arms from the inhabitantf 
“ iit**iJ>i^neiglibourho»d; the military are 
“ in this manner ddily ert},p^oyed in collect’ 

“ ingarms, but they have ngl been fortunate 
“ enough to discover, the depot of t^e Lud-* 

dites.” 

At this success of the miFitary in taking 
arms from the people, some* of the London 
Joints ex^ss great exultation! But, 


ing tow*rk ; it 
is calling upon the ptsaple i»‘^dfend them¬ 
selves. To talk, as Mr.* Perceval did in 
the debate noticed in my last, about End¬ 
ing troops lo the protection of the “ loyal- 
“ subjecu of H'is Majesty” is to discover, 
in my opinion, more anger than renection; 
for, what does it amount to but this: that 
the “ subjects” are the least nume-. 
' rous, seeing that they stand in need ot 
troops to defend them against their neigh¬ 
bours ;.for, when all is said and done, the 

rioters? are their neighbours.-1 shall 

conchile, as 1 have done in all my articles 
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upon tin's melancholy subject, by :^com- 
metiding conciliatory nieas*^; but, really, 
it appears to me, that conciliattpu is at an 
end, it tjiese pestifei^us news-papers, such 
as the Times and the Courier, are resolved 
to^ persevere in their contemptuous lan¬ 
guage and their false accusations against 
the whgle class of journeymen and poor 
luanufaciurers. These prints are the real in¬ 
cendiaries ; these are the stirrers-up of sedi¬ 
tion. Their object appears to be to goad , 
the people on to deeds of desperation, so as 
to cut them off from ^11 hope of retreat to 
peaceable behaviour. SucII prints, pre- 

• tending (o lake the side of the masted- rnanu- 
factiirers, arc sitpposed to speak their sen¬ 
timents ; and thus they mainly contribute 
towards the feeing of those hostile 
passions, w({|^i.are now spreading ruin and 
ccDStcrnaubn through the most valuable 

^ part of oiif country. 

* 

* 

'B 4 .PAJ 0 Z.-The capture of this town 

of Spain is an event of some importance in 
the war. The details are stated in the 
Official Account, which I shall insert in 

another part of this sheet.-The French 

garrison is staled to havepniisisted of 5,000 
men, about 1,200 ol^^whom are said to 
have been killed or ^jugerously wounded. 
The rest, as will be^secn, were taken pri¬ 
soners.-Our loss 'appears by the official 

returns, to have been as follows. 



f Commissioned Officers 

• • 

. 60 

c Sergeants .... 

• 

. 45 

itf 1 

[^Rauk and File . . . 

« 

. 715 

C 

820 

■S ( 

[■ Commissioned Officers 

251 

• 

-a ' 
S.. 

\ Sergeants .... 

178 


0 

j Drummers .... 

14 



' Rank and File . . 

2564 
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officers of the army to see such a vast over 
proportion of them amongst the killed and” 
wounded. This is a clear proof that there 
was no skulking on their part, and that 
they did, as it became them, set an ex¬ 
ample to their men.-i-When this is said, 

however, all is said in favour of this cap¬ 
ture, which will not, in my opinion, at 
all advance the cause of the allies, while 
the expense of the capture will have been 

enormous.-That it is the settled purpose 

'<1,Napoleon to prolong the war in the Pe- 
ifinsula ; or, at least, to reserve that as the 
last point whence to eject us, is, I think, 
now too clear to admit of dispute. If such 
were not his purpose, it is not possible to 
reconcile to reason his sending of two or 
three hundred iho^i^a^d men, at this time, 
to the North of Germany, where there is no 
attack meditated against him. If he wished 
to drive us out of Portugal, why not send a 
Jiundred thousand of those men, who are 
now marching towards the cunrines of 
Russia? It is true, that, ivithout march¬ 
ing liis army to the north, he cannot com¬ 
pletely enforce the “ Continental System 
but, if he had been as anxa'ous as some 
people suppose him to he about getting our 
army out of Spain and Portual, he would 
have spared 50 or 100,000'men for that 
purpose first, and would liave marched to 

the shores of the Baltic afterwards.- 

besides, who knows, that be ^oes not mean 
to offer us, his terms of peace, to leave 
forlugal^ in our hands, for the benefit of 
the Prince Regent of tliat country ? This, 
is a proposition which would stagger the 
Ministers. They would not know very 
well what to do with it. But,^ it will be 
time enoagli to talk ,ol this when the time 
comes. .At present other things press. 


to — 3007 

•5 f Sergeants .... 1 

;2 1 Rank and File . .> 32 , ' 

^ “- 3.^1 


^ .. 3860 

This was the loss in British Troops, to 
wfifch arc to be added about 1,000 of all 
ranks, ie killed and wounded, of Portu¬ 
guese', -There is one thing, which, , 

amidst ‘all this dreadful carnage, an Eng¬ 
lishman observes with satisfaction, and that 
is, to use the words of Sir Francis Burden 
in his proposed addr ess to the Prince Re 
gent, “ourcountrymenmaintain thecharac- 
“ ter of their ancestot%. ” Great bravery ap¬ 
pears to have been displayed upoAthis oc- j 
casion; and* it is “o small houoi^ torlbe.: 


American States. — jThree months ago, 
'I told the readers of the Register, that we 
should hear ol a declaration of war, on the 
part of the Ujiited'^Staies, by the I5tk of 
May. I w'as within two days of the pre¬ 
cise day; for, we may look upon war as 
halving been almost begun in the seizure of 
Amelia Island; at least, so it appears to 
'“f 3 t present. The embargo that has bmr 
daid i,s another measure indicative of actual 
hostilities; for, tftpugh the Timg;tr*Kews- 
paper (a cheater of its dupes of readers to 
the last) says,*^Gat the embargo is as much 
amin^i Finance as against us, the obvious 
object oF'ii is to prevent intelligeiice from 
escaping hither, and also to prevent ships 
and >curgoes from IkiJing into our hands. 
The embargo is for SO days, a time stlffi- 
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cientfor ensuring the return of all the Ame¬ 
rican ships now in our ports, or in ports 
under our control, or bound to any such 
ports. These are the manifest objects of 
tlie embargo; and, long before the 90 days 
are iij), 1 dare say, tha*t real acts of hostility 
will have taken place. Here, then, we 
shall have another of the effects ot that 
system of policy which has been pursued 
for the last 20 years! The war would, I 




cause,\though it is a matter of inferior im¬ 
portance to thoJc op wiiich I have writtwi 
above, it is one upon which I could have 
wished to say somethfng, especially seeing 
what the Courieu lias stated about the con¬ 
duct of the people^ who surrounded the 
House at the time that Bellingham was 
about to be removed. Indeed, th^re are a 
multitude of interesting particulars con¬ 
nected with the act; but I am compelled 


think, have taken place without the aid ofjfto postpone further notice of them till my 
Cai’t. Henry’s disclosure; but that di'j*] next, 
closure has completely hnished what was j 
before left undone. It has decided the 


doubting; it has for ever closed the lips of 
all the partisans of England. I shall here¬ 
after analyse the whole of the correspond¬ 
ence between Gapt. Henry and his em-, 
ployers, which is not only very curious but 
very important; and, it should by no means 
be forgotten, seeing that it will be to be 
fairly reckoned amongst the causes of that 
new war, into which we are now about to 
enter. This mission 9 !’ Capt. Henry and 
its authors will hereafter be to be consider¬ 
ed by us. We are too apt to forget. 
When the consequences of a measure come 
upon us at a distance, we forget the mea¬ 
sure and its authors. In this case, how- 

jever, I hope \ve shall forget neither.-1 

do not suppose, that, even now it will be 
believed, that the Ijnited Stat’es will go to 
war with us., I have often explained to my 
• readers, why they Would hip«as well off 
(even in a commercial sense) in €rar as in 
.peace ujaon the present footing; but, still, 
people do not believe that they will go to 
war. The reason that people do not be¬ 
lieve it is, Uiat they do not clearly perceive 
liow the American aroiiimerce ^aflds as 
things now are. The' AmericaffS^ do not 
like Taxes and a Standing Army, and it 
^ will grieve the heart of every lover of free-^ 
dom to see them cobipelled to have either; 
but, as 1 have said before, they cannot as¬ 
sist in the work going on in South America 
without troops. The Republics of the Ca- 
raccas and of Venczeula appear to be esta¬ 
blished, and* to have entered into treaties 
with tlie United States. It will be impus 
sible to prevent’Mexieu fiom following Uie 
fate of the Caraccas; and, in this case, it 
will ba..absolutei,y necessary for the United 
Stales to Iiave an ariily, wliether they have 
open war with England or jjaU 

• 

m 

Assassination or Mr. Spencer Perce¬ 
val. ——I have no room left for any re¬ 
marks upon this subject ilV my pfeseut 
Number, for which 1 am rather sorry; be¬ 


. W«. COBBETT. 

Slate Prison, A'ewgale, 

Friday, \bth May, 1812,, 
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OFFICIAL PAP«4§. 

France. —Reports laid before the Conser¬ 
vative Senate on Ike lOlA qf March/ 
Continued from page 608 . y / 

deplored'the inevitable disorders of forced 
and truly painful marches,—of dispositions 
which time did not permit properly to 
digest,—of sacrihees almost inevitable,— 
of losses in metJ^«^munition and money. 

-If you call iXyour recollection the 

circumstance so honorable for several de¬ 
partments of the etfpire, when British 
pride split upon the banks of the Scheldt, 
can you suppose, that if at that epoch, at 
which you expressed in so solemn a man¬ 
ner the devotion of the French people to- 
wards>the Emperor, the institution which 
FAnce is going to receive from its tutelary 
genius, had been established, • England 
would have dared to conceive the hope of 

the most trifling success !--Your copi- 

mission has, therefore, the honour of una¬ 
nimously proposing the adoption of the 
Senatus Consul turn, which has been pre- 
^nted to you.” Tl^p Senatus Consultum 
was adopted ivith the utmost unanimity. 

• 

Siege Ago Capture of BAD^i*.- 

London Gazette, publisllt!ft~^th April, 

1812.- Extract of a Dispatch 

the Earl of Wellington, dated Camp be¬ 
fore Badajoz,, April 3, 18 | 2 . * 

We opened our fire on the 31st o*f March 
from tw’eiity-six, pieces of cannon, in the 
second parallel, to breach the face of the 
^bastion at the south-east angle of the fort 
called La Trinidad ; and the flank of the 
bi..stion by which tiietace is defended called 
Santa ik'aria. ^ The fire upon these has 
continued since with great effect.-——The 
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meiMf made a Hortic upon the oighl/of the 
J9th upon the troops of Cehiral Hamilton’s 
division, which invest the plate on the 
right of cthe Guadiana, but wfere immedi¬ 
ately driven in with losr. We lost no 
men on this occasion.——^The movements 
of Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Graham 
and of • Lieutenant-General Sir Ro^wland 
Hill have obliged the enemy to retire by 
the different roads towards Cordova, with 
the exception of a small body of infantry 
and cavalry, which remained at Zalamea 

de la Serena, ip front of J>,elalcazar.- 

Marshal Soult broke up in front cJF Cadiz 
' on (he 23d and^24th, and has marched 
upon Seville with all the troops that were 
there, with the exception of four thousand 

men.-1 unckrstand thart he was to 

march froip-^ville again on the 30th or 

31st.-1 have not heard from Castile 

^-since the 30ih ultimo. One division of the 
'Vfmy of Portugal, which had been in the 
province of Avilla, had on that day arrived 
at Guadapero, within two leagues of Ciudad 
Rodrigo; and it was supposed that Marshal 
Marmont was on his march with other troops 

from the side of Salamanca.-The river 

Agueda was not lordai*^®^ for troops on 
the 30th. f 


Ctipy of a Dispatch ^rom-'thc Earl of Wel¬ 
lington, dated Camp before Sadajoz, 

April?, 1812 . 

My Lord—My dispatch of the 3d in¬ 
stant will have apprized your Lordship of 
the state of the operations against Badajoz 
to thit date, which wore brought to a clTise 
on the night of the 6ih, by the captjire of 
the* place by storm.—^The fire continued 
duriT>g the 4th and 5th against the face of 
the bastion of La Trinidad, and the flank 
of the bastion of Santa Maria ; and ou the 
4th, in the nioriiing, we opened another 
battery of six guns, ,in the second parallel, 
against the shoulder of the,ravelin bf St, 

Roque, and the vi'all in its gtrgc.- 

Practia;;>ble breaches were effected in the 
bastions aBwv.: mentioned, in tlic evening 
of the 5th; but'as I had observed, that the 
eo&iy had entrenched the bastion- of La 
Trinidad, and tire most formidable prepa¬ 
rations tyere making for the defence as well 
bf the breach in that bastion, as, of that in 
the bastion of Santa Maria, I determined 
to delay the attack for anotlicT day, and to 
turn all the guns in the batteries in the see 
Cond parallel on the qirtain of La Trinidad, 
in ho|>es that by effecting a third breacli, 
the troops would be enabled to turp the 
erifiny’s works for the defence of the other 


two, the attack of which would besides be 
connected by tlte troops destined to attack 

the breach in the curtain.-This breach 

was effected in the evening of the (itli, and 
the hre of the face of the bastion of Santa 
Maria and of the ffank of the bastion of 
La Trinidad being overcome, I determined 

to attack the place that night.-1 had 

kept in reserve, in the neighbourhood of 
this camp, the 5th division, under Lieu- 
l^enant-General Leith, which had left Cas- 
]tU" only in the middle of March, and had 
but lately arrived" in this part of the coun¬ 
try, and I brought them up on that even¬ 
ing.-The plan for the attack was, that 

Lieutenant-General Picton should attack 
the castle of Badajozjby escalade with the 
r3d division; and a detachment from the 
guard in the trenches, furnished that even¬ 
ing by the 4th division, under Major Wil¬ 
son, of the 48th regiment, should attack 
the ravelin of St. Roque upon his left; 
while the 4ili division, undey the Honour¬ 
able Major-General .Colville, and the light 
division, under Lieut,-Colonel Barnard, 
should attack the breaches in the bastions 
oi La Trinidad and of Santa Maria, and in 
the curtain by which they are connected. 
The 5th division were to occupy the ground 
which the 4th and liglit divisions had oc¬ 
cupied duriirg the siege, and I.ieutenaiit- 
General Leith wa.s to make a false attack- 


upon the out-work called Pijvdeleras, and 
another on nbe worlds of the fort tow^ards 
the Guadiana, with the left brigade of the 
division, under Major-General Walker,, 
which he was to turn into a real attack, it 
circumstances should prove favourable; 
and Brigadier-General Power, who in- 
vested'^ tne place with his Portuguese bri¬ 
gade oh*'ihe right of the Guadiana, was 
directed to make false attacks on the tete- 
,du-porit, Hhe fort St. Ghri.stoval, and the 

new redoubt called ^on-coeur.-The 

attack was accordingly made at ten at 
night; Lieutona, 9 t-GeiTCial Picton preced¬ 
ing, by-a few minutes, the attack by the 

remainder of the troops.-Major-Generaf 

Kempt led this attack, whlfch went out 
from the right of the first parallel; be was 
unfortunately wounded in crossing the river 
Rivellas below the inundation; but not¬ 
withstanding this^ circuQ^tance»^-a«d the 
obstinate resistance 'of the ^lemy, the 
castle was caryjed by escalade, and the 3d 
division jsstablished in it at about half-past 
eleven.-While this was going on, Ma¬ 

jor Wilson, of the 48th regiment, carried 
the ravelin bf St. Roque, by the gorge, 
with a detachment ,of two hundred men of 



tlie gJiar<! m the trencher, and, with t!ie 
aAsistanCe of Major Squire of the engineers, 

estabiistied himself w'ithin that work.- 

Tlie ‘4th and light divisions moved to the 
attack from the camp jlong the left of the 
river Rivellas, and of the inundations. 
They were not perceived by the enemy till 
they reached the covered way, and tl«> 
advanced guards of the two divisions de¬ 
scended, without difficulty, into the ditch, 
protected by the fire of the parties stationed 
on the glacis for that purpose; and tltoji* 
advanced to the assault o*l the breaches, 
led by their gallant officers, with the ut¬ 
most intrepidity; but such w'as the nature 
of the obstacles prepared by the enemy at 
the top and behind the brtjaches, and so 
determined their resistance, that our troops 
could not establish themselves within tl>e 
place. Many brave officers and soldiers 
were killed or wounded by explosions at 
ilie top of the breaches ; others who suc¬ 
ceeded to them were obliged to give way, 
having found it impossible to penetrate the 
obstacles which the enemy had prepared 
to impede their progress. These attempts 
were repeatednill after t2 at night, when, 
finding that success was not to be attained, 
and that Licjitenant-General Picton was 
ostablished in the castle, I ordered that 
the -llh and light divisions might retire to 
the ground on which they Iiad first assem-^ 
bled for the attack.—-—In the mean time 
'Major-General Leith nad punlltd forward 
Major-General Walker’s brigade on the 
left, supported by the 38tli regitnent under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Nugent, and the iSt'i 
Portuguese regiment under J^ieut.-Colonel 
l)e Regoa ; *nd he had made a false at- 
'tsek upon the Parde^eras with *tilC Sth 
Caqadores under Major Hill. Miqor-Ge- 
neral Walker forced the barrier on the 
road of Oliven^a, a<ul entered the covered, 
way on the left ot nhe barstion of St. Vi¬ 
cente, close to the Gt*arliana. ' He there 
descended into thc'ditch* and cscaladed 

the face of the bastion of St. Vicerrte.- 

Lieutenant-General Leith supported this 
attack by/he*.38th regiment and the LOth 
Portuguese regiqient; and our troops being 
thus established in the castle, which cont- 
mands all the works of the town, and in 
the toWn \^d the 4lh and light divisions 
being formed again Vor tbe,attack of the 
breaches, all resistance ceased; and at 
day-light in the morning, the GovSrnoV, 
General Philipon, who had retired to fort 
St. Ghrrfitoval, surrendered, together with 
General Veilande, and ail the staff and the 
whole garrison.-1 have not got accu- 


tfO 

rate reports of the strength of the garr/son, 
or of the nunlber of the prisoners; but 
General Philipon has informed me, that it 
consisted of bve thousand men at the com¬ 
mencement of the siege, of which tivelve 
hundred were killed or wounded during 
the operations, besides those lost in the 
assault of the place. There ware five 
French battalions, besides two of the regi- 

J oeiit of Hesse D'Armstadt, and the artil- 
ery, engineers, fee.; and I understand 

there arc four thousand prisoners.-It is 

impossible tha^ any 'expressions of mine 
can convey*to your Lordship the sense 
which I entertain of the gallantry of the 

officers and troops upon this occasion.- 

The list of killed and wounded will shew 
‘that the Geneml (.)flic«sf the Staff at¬ 
tached to them, the coinn1St!4ing, and 
other officers of regiments, put themselves 
at the head of the attacks which they se-^ 
veraily directed, and set the example 
gallantry which was so well followed by 

their men.-Marshal Sir William Be- 

resford assisted me in conducting the de¬ 
tails of this siege, and I am much indebted 
to him for the cordial assistance svhich I 
received from hTtl^t^s vvell during its pro¬ 
gress, as in the ^st operation, which 

brought it to a terminAion.-The duties 

in the trenches were ctfiducted successively 
bv the Honourable Major-General Colville, 
M njor-Gcueral Bowes, and Major-General 
Kea'.pt, under the superintendence of Lieu¬ 
tenant-General Picton. I have had oc¬ 
casion 'to incnlion all these officers during 
ihe'course of the operations, and the^ all 
disiingtiished themselves, and were all 
woundeil in the assault, I am particulJrly 
obliged to Licutenarit-Geueral Picton, for 
the inamier in which he arranged the at¬ 
tack of ilie castle, and for that in which he 
j supported the attack, and established his 

tjoops in^that irnpo^ianl post.-Lien- 

tenantiGenera4*Leith’s arratigements for the 
false attack upon the Pardeleras, and that 
under Maior-General Walker, wyj" like¬ 
wise most judicious; add Ift:""<rrSiled him¬ 
self of tiie circumstance of*the moment^ to 
push forward and support the attack under 
Major-General \yalker, in a maimer highly 
•creditable to him. The galtantry<M;id con¬ 
duct of ^^ajor-General Walker, who was 
also wounded, and that of the officers and 
troops under his command, were highly 

Conspicuous.-The arrangements mado 

by Major-General Colville lor the attack 
by the 4th division, were very judicious, 

, and he led them to the attack in the most 
gallant manner.-Inconsequence of the 
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absence, on account of si^ness, of Major- nant-Golonel Forbes of the 45th regiment, 
General Vandeleur and (|»loael Beckwith, Lieutenant-Colonel Fitzgerald of the 60thf 
Lieutenant-Colonel Barnard commanded Lieutenant-Colonels Trench and Manners 
the fight,division in* the assault, and dis- of the 74th regiment, Major Carr of the 
tinguished himself, not less by the manner 83d, and the Honourable Major Paken- 
in which he made the arrangements for ham, Assistant AdjiAant General to the 3d 

that operation, than by his personal gal- division.-He has likewise particularly 

lantry i|y its execution.-1 have also to reported the good conduct of Colonel 

mention Major-General Harvey, of the Campbell of the 94th, commanding the 
Portuguese service, commanding a brigade Honourable Major-General Colville’s bri- 
in the 4th division, and Brigadier-General j.gade during his absence in command of the 
Champlemond, commanding the Portu- division, whose conduct I have so 


guese brigade in the 3d division, as highly 
distinguished; 'Brigadier-Genes al Harvey 

• was wounded in the storm.-Your Lord- 

ship will see, 'm the fist of killed and 
wounded, a list of the commanding officers 
of regiments. Jn Lieiv^enant-Colonel 
M‘Leod, 43d regiment, who w'as 

killed in the breach. His Majesty has sus- 
,^tained the loss of an officer who was an 
^nament to h's profession, and was ca¬ 
pable of rendering the most important ser¬ 
vices to his country, I must likewise 
mention . Lieutenant-Colonel Gibbs of the 
52d regiment, who was wounded, and 
Major O’Hare of the 95th, unfortunately 
killed in the breach; ^,ji«!7tenant-Golotiel 
Elder of the 3d, and/Major Algeo of the 
1st Ca 9 adores; Licr.euant-Colonel Har- 
court, of the 40tb, l^ewise wounded, was 
highly distinguished, and Lieutenant-Co¬ 
lonel Blakeney of the royal fusileers, 
Knight of the ?7th, Erskine of the 48th, 
and Captain Leaky, who commanded the 
23d regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel „ Ellis 
havii^g been w'ounded during the previous 
operatipns of the siege.--In the 5th di¬ 

vision I roust roentioo Major Hill, of the 
8th Ga^adores, who directed the' false 
attack upon the fort Pardeleras. It was 
impossible for any men to behave better 
than these did. 1 must likewise mention 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brook of the 4th regi¬ 
ment, the Hononrabre Lieirtenam-Colonel 
Carlton of the 44th, and Lieutenant-Co¬ 
lonel Qrey of the 30th, who was unfor- 
tunately'^i4kd> The 2d battalion of the 
38th under Lieutenant-Colonel Nugent, 
andethe 15th Portuguese regiment under 
.Colonel ^De Regoa, likewise perforihed 
their part in a very exemplary manner. 
-Thfe* officers and troops in |he 3d di¬ 
vision have distinguishcjd themselves as 
usual, in these operations. Lieutenant- 
General Pictoii has reported to me par¬ 
ticularly the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Williams of the 60th”, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ridge of the 5th, who was unfortunately 
kUled in the assault of the castlC} Lieute- 


ffequcnily had occasion to report to your 
Lordship. The officers and men of the 
corps of engineers and artillery were equally 
distinguished during the operations of the 
siege, and in its close. Lieutenant-Co- 
jonel Fletcher continued to direct the works 
(notwithstanding thSt be was wounded in 
the sortie made by the enemy on the Ipth 
March,) which were carried on by Major 
Squire and Major Burgoyne, under his 
directions, Tlie former established the 
detachments under,Major Wilson in the 
ravelin of St. Roque on tire night of the 
storm ; the latter attended the attack of the 
3d division on the castle. liiave likewise 
to report the good conduct of Major Jones, 
Captain Nicholas and Captain Williams of 

the royal engineers.-Major Dickson 

conducted the details of the artillery service 
during this siege as well as upon former 
d:casions, under the general ,superintend¬ 
ence of Licyi^enant-Colonel Framingham, 
who sim;e the absence of Major-General 
Borthwick, has commanded the ^irtillery, 
with this army. I cannot sufficiently ap¬ 
plaud the officers and soldiers of the British 
and Portuguese artillery during this siege, 
particu^ily Lieutena»t-Colonel Robe, who 
opened ^he breaching batteries, Majors 
May and Halcombe, Captain Gardiner 
and Lieutenant Bouchiej, of the royal ar¬ 
tillery; Gapt. 4e Rett^ierg, of the King's 
German antillery; ^and Major Tulloh, of 
the Portuguese.-^Adverting to the ex¬ 

tent of the details of the ordnance depart¬ 
ment during this siege, to the difficulty of 
leather, Ac. with which M‘iijor Dicksoa 
'bad to contend, I must merit ion him 

mpst particularly to your Lordship.-- 

The officers of the Adjutant and Quarter- 
Master General’s departmfnis rendeixrl me 
every assistance on this occasiofi,''as well as 
those of my personal staff; and I have to 
add, that I have received reports from the 
general officers commanding divisions, of 
the assistance they received from the cheers 
of th6$e departments attached to them, the 
greatest number of whom and of their per- 
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sonal staff are wounded.—In a former dis¬ 
patch I reported to your Lordship the diffi¬ 
culties with which I had to contend, in 
consequence of the failure of the civil au¬ 
thorities of the province of Alentejo to per¬ 
form their duty, and sflpply the army with 
means of transport; these dilhculties have 
continued to exist; but I must do Genera] 
Victoria, the Governor of Elvas, the justice 
to report, that he, and the troops under his 
command, have made every exertion, and 
have done every thing in their powerj:* 
contribute to our success.*—Marshal Souft 
left Seville on the 1st instant, with all the 
troops which he could collect in Andalusia; 
and he was in communication with the 
troops which had retired from Estremadura, 
under General Drouet, on the 3d, and he, 
arrived at Llerena on the 4th. I had in¬ 
tended to collect the army in proportion as 
Marshal Soult should advance; and 1 re¬ 
quested Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas 
Graham to retire gradually, while Lieute¬ 
nant-General Sir Rowland Hill should do 
the same from Don Benito and the upper 
parts of the Guadiana.—1 do uot think it 
certain that Marshal Soult has made any 
decided movement from Llerena since the 
4th, although he has patroled forward with 
#mall detachments of cavalry, and the ad¬ 
vanced guard of his infantry have been at 
Usagre.—None ol*the Array* of Portugal 
have moved to join him.—According to tlfb 
last reports wmich I h^e rece\,vsd to the 4th 
instant on the frontiers of Castile, h appears 
that M'Jrshal Marmont had established a 
body of "troops between tbe Agueda and the 
Goa, and he had reconnoitred Almeida on 
the 3d. Bj'igadier-General Tram’s divi¬ 
sion of Militia bad arrived on the and 
Brigadier-General Wilson's divISroii was 
following with the cavalry, and Lieutenant- 
General the Conde D’Amarante was on his^ 
inarch, with a part pf the.corps under his 
command, towards me^Doiiro.—-1 have the 
honour to enclose rsfturns of Jthe killed and 
wounded from the 31st oi Marcli, and in 
the assault of Badajoz, and a return of the 
ordnance^ small arms, and ammuniliwi 
found in ftfe plTice: I will send returns of 
the provisions in the place by the next dU- 
pateb.—This dispatch will be delivered to 
your Lordship bjr my Aide-de-Camp, Cap¬ 
tain Canmiig; whom I be;g leave to recom¬ 
mend to your protection, jlc has likewise 
-the. colours of the gafrison- and the colours 
of the Hesse D’Anustadl’s regiment, to be 
laid at the -feet of bis Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent.—The Frendi battalions in 
the jjarrison had no eagles. 

jSignedJ WELLINGTON. 
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BUONAPARTE’S HOSTILITY. 
Obstrvalions on the Speech of Mr, Brough- 

am, on Ijie Sabjeat of the Orders in 

Council. 

Sir,—In Mr, Brougham’s speech in the 
House of Commons on the Orders in Coun¬ 
cil, I find that, among other topics, he 
insists much on the inveterate and rooted 
hatred and hostility of Buonaparte to Bri- 
jiain; of his insatiable desire for her de¬ 
struction ; and also of bis hostility to trade, 
as a fixed and ^unalterable principle of his 
whole poliify. Assertion, Mr. Gobbett^ 
is not argument, and for my part I see in * 
every thing we say and d^, fully as strong 
proofs of hatred ; deep rooted, inveterate, 
hatred on our part as ou,tleit of our enemy, 
if I am called on for theseI would 
appeal to the invectives with which we 
continually load the character of the French . 
emperor;.to the spirit of passion and re-/ 
venge which we discover when we speak 
of him ; the odious constriKtious which we 
put upon every point of his eonduct; the 
eagerness with which every tale of calumny 
against him is listened to by the people of 
this country, alB^^lieved without the cere¬ 
mony of proofs ; lirK*|ly, I would appeal to 
Mr. Brougham’s spet^h, which breathes a 
spirit of deep hostiliijy; for, you will re- 
.mark, that he begins by painting Buona¬ 
parte in the most black and odious colours, 
as an agreeable introduction to his subject i 
* thus clearly illustrating the temper both df jf 
the speaker and of the audience. If we’^ 
Io(Jk to the prevailing sentiments it* this 
country on other points we shall see equally 
stfong proofs of hostility. For example, 
even when we thought of peace did we 
ever lay aside our plans of hostility? Did 
not we consider peace as a sort of breathing 
lime for a new war ? and for this purpose 
was it not openly recommended to cultivate 
tlie amity*of (lie continental powers, that, 
at some future period, we might kindle up 
a formidable coalition against Franre, and 
destroy lifer power—or^ at reduce 

her to trust to our mercy for her existence 
as an independent state. If you doubftny 
authority, look into the Edinburglk Review, ■ 
where you will find these sentitpents ex¬ 
plicitly sfit forth, at the very time when 
peace was strongly enforced as necessary for 
the relief of the country. The ministerial 
iparty were of course more violent and de¬ 
cided in their hostihty. Now, Sir, I 
appeal to you, whether it does not argue a 
most fatal and blind partiality to our own 
cause to abu'e Bonaparte when he offers 

jieace, as pecking only thereby a better 

% 
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co^er for his hostility, when peace in this 
country is openly justihedtOQ the grbund of 
its affording the best in^as of uniting a 
host of foes against i''ranee, ^hat Buona¬ 
parte is at present hostile^' is evident; but 
I see no reason to doubt that his hostility 
would be appeased by conciliation on our 
art; and that, if we would lay aside our 
ostile‘‘dispositions, he would meet us half 
way. Has he not indeed already offered 
most lair and liouourable terms of peace 
Read the negociation with Lord Lauder-^ 
dale, and judge yourself if Fiance did not 
manliest at thitt time a siiker-c disposition 
c lor peace. What a glorious gaiue had the 
Grenville ministry before them, at that 
time, and how miserably did they throw 
it out of theirjhands! they rejected the 
offers of Frga j.e. £nd about a month after¬ 
wards poorl.ord Howick was penning ho¬ 
milies upon adversity for the comfort of 
“ ^Prussia, our magnanimous ally. Verily 
some men are not born to govern the world. 

- - There is another most singular asser¬ 
tion made by Mr. Brougham, namely, 
that Buonaparte desires the extinction of 
trade; and that all his measures arc framed 
expressly for its destrugij»'<H. Is this as¬ 
sertion made for the/^rpose of flattering 
popular prejudices, ^f^and of procuring a 
little temporary eciat? Does not Mr. 
Brougham know, that the great object ol 
Buonaparte is to enforce the maxim, that 
j)€<t skips milf free goods? According to 
wliich maxim, no naiion at war can plunder 
any ship except that of an enemy. This 
is \\hai is called ike f reedogi of ike sms, 
and this restriction of tl-e rights of war 
would undoubtedly confer on trade a great 
degree of additional freedom and Security. 
If a nation at war were not allowed to 
touch the cargo of a neutral vessel, the com¬ 
merce of mankind would surely be less, 
liable to interruption than where this right 
is still left to tjie b'ellig.eront. •If Buon^* 
part« then cotitends for the ex^nction of 
privileges hostile to trade, atid if this coun¬ 
try corih mds for their preservation as an 
instrument of vengeance against Ike trade 
of alter enemies, on what grounds can it be' 

. said UiJjt our policy favours trade, *and 
that tlie policy of France aims al its de-J 
struetton ? France contends for extending 
the privileges of trade and for'narrowing 
the privileges of war. Britain contends 
for extending the privileges of war ant^, 
narrowing the privileges of trade, and in 
the very teeth of tltls fact, Mr. Brougham 
gravely tells us that Buonaparte is for 
ruining, trade, aatl that we are for pre¬ 


serving, it, That Buonaparte perscsutfflf 
our trade is very true. But do we 
persecute the trade of France ? Nay, tnore, 
for what is it that in the year (HQO we 
quarrelled with the northern powers ?—for 
W'hit is it that w& are quarrelling with 
America? for what is it that we have 
filled the world with hloud and violence 
hut for the very privilege of persecuting 
our enemy’s trade, and persecuting it at 
the expense of the neutral power; and 
tj^hall we complain that Buonaparte per¬ 
secutes our trade? He tells us “ 1 will 
“ allow trade, where it is carried on in 
“ neutral shi|)ping to go free—but I will 
“ not allow you to cut and carve upon it at 
“ your pleasure—you shall either have a 
“ free trade, or you shall have ito trade at 
“ all. If you make use of your navy to 
“ persecute my trade, I will make use of 
“ iny army to persecute your trade, which 
“ I do, however, on the principle of re- 
“ taliation; not because I wish trade to 
“ be |)ersecuted, but because I wisii to 
“ convince you that this contest being 
“ equally prejudicial to both parties ought 
“ to be given up.” Such a^e the views o! 
Buonaparte, and I should be glad if Mr. 
Brougham, in place of railing at him, 
would condescend to try them by the test 
of reason and policy.-1 am yours, G.G, 

£dinkurgk, '‘2Qlk Marck, 181^. 


SiciL\.—Official ncr.nnnl of the JRelirtmertf 
of the King. 

The King our Lord, by a resolution, 
dated this day, signed by his M‘'j^sEy, and 
scaledi.with the Hoy^itl seal, has constituted 
his Highness'Don Francis, hereditary 

Prince of the Two Sicilies, his most dear 
Son, his Vicar-gfiiicral in this kingdom of 
Sicily ; transferring iqf him, with the must 
ample title of Alter the cxercis® of all 
rights, prerogative’s, ^re-etnineucies* and 
powers,, in the Same manner as they could 
be exercised by his Majesty irt i>ersou« In 
(lie name of the King, I communicate to 
your Excellency this sovetoiga-determina- 
t{.on; transmitting to you also a copy of tilt; 
saAie, that you may forthwith communicate 
it to all the deparimeats depeadiag,.un the 
office of Secretary •»! Siaiej'* Tha Royal 
Household, tiie Treasury, and Commerce, 
which |re comiiutted. to the charge of your 
Excellency. 

(Signed): Marquis da CIRCELLO. 

To (he Mar^Uis T ff/nmost, 

Palermo, fan. 16“, 1812. 
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ROYAL LETTER. 

Feroinand, by the Grace of God, King of 
the Two Sicilies, Jerusalem, &c. Infante 
of Spain, Duke of Parma, Placencia, 
Castro, &c. Grand Hereditary Prince of 
Tuscany, See. • 

My most esteemed Son Fkancis, Hereditary 
Prince of the Two Sicilies. • 
Being obliged, through bodily indisposi¬ 
tion, and from the advice of the Physicians, 
to breathe the air of the country, to with¬ 
draw myself from all serious applicationf J 
should esteem myself culp*able before God, 
if I did not make such provision for the go¬ 
vernment of the kingdom, in these most 
difficult times, that affairs of the greatest 
importance should be promptly dispatched, 
and the public weal suffer no detriment* 
through iny infirmities. Wishing, there¬ 
fore, to disburthen myself of the weight 
of government, as long as it shall not please 
God to restore me to a state of health suit¬ 
able for conducting it, I cannot more pro¬ 
perly intrust it to any- other than to you, 
iny beloved son, as well because you are 
luy legitimate successor, as oti account of 
the experience which I have liad of your 
higli rectitude and capacity; and by these 
presents, with my free will and consent, 1 
constitute and appoint you my Vicar-gene¬ 
ral in this my kingdom of Sicily, in the 
same way as you nave been already twi(;e 
Viear-gencrak in my other kingdom of Na¬ 
ples ; and I yield and transferto you, with 
the ample title of Alter the exercise of 
•all tlie rights, prerogatives, pre-eminencies, 
and powders, which could be exercised by 
myself: and that this iny delerniination 
may be knt^vn to all, and obeyed by all, I 
order that this my letRtr, signed Ir^myself, 
and sealed wiili my lioyul seal, he*^eserved 
in the archives of the kingdom, and that 
you direct a copy of it to be sent to all 
Councillors and Seipretaries of State for 
their informations, |n£ithat they may com¬ 
municate the same to all persons interested. 
—Given in Palermo, this 16 th day of Jan. 
1812. 

SOMMA.' 


HIGH^TREASON TRIALS. 

I have never ye\,nortcad the Trialsi 
which have lately taken pla?e for higlf lrea~ 
son; and, I do it now, lest tbi sub^t 
should pass by, and no trace of it be found 
in my Register, for which I should be sorry. 
—> -Theact of treason was aiUiering lo the 


.^JLJERDINAND, 
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king's enemies; and the History of it Ivas 
this. When,, ks the year 1810^ the Isle of 
Fraoce was taken by us, there were found 
a considerable numbea of our countrymen 
in the service of Napoleon. These men, it 
appeared, had been taken prisoners in our 
ships of war, which had gone against that 
island some time before; and, after being 
made prisoners, bad voluntarily *entcred 
into the service of the Emperor of France. 

--When, therefore, the Island was sub- 

.sequcntly captured by us, these men were 
seized as trailers; were brought to Eng¬ 
land ; and^ ift the montll of February, 
1812, were tried by Special Commission, 
at the Sessions House ii? Horse-Monger 

Lane.-It was slated, that there were 

fifty-nine of them in all but only twelve 
were indicted. Of th^e c^^^as acquit¬ 
ted, seven convicted, and tire Oilier four 
sufiered to escape, no evidence being pro¬ 
duced against them.-The 9th man’s 

name was Josiak Teaster; and when he was 
put to the bar the curious scene took place, 
which is recorded in the following report, 

taken from the Coo rieu newspaper.-1 

would have the reader pay attention to it; 
for such a sccM^^believe was never beheld 
before.-1 shaif''';#iy no more. It is im¬ 

possible that there Vean be two opinions 

upon any part of the transaction.- .The 

Attornev General [ Gibbs ^ mindj ad¬ 
dressed the Jury nearly as follows^— 
“ Gentlemen of the Jury^—The object of 
“ Government in the institution of these 
“ prosecutions was to convey to the public, 
“^nd* to thojc persons who are the ojijects 
“ of them, a conviction that those engaged 
“ in the service of tjieir country, either in 
“ the army or navy, cannot be guilty of 
“ crimes like those the prisoners have b^en 
“ guilty of, without being ultimately 
brouglit to punishment. The prisoners 
“ mentioned in the Calendar were selected 
** from Man^»Moref thq^e who selected 
“ them had not the power or opportunity 
“ of inquiring so fully into their cases as I 
“ have since done; I haveji|arii*dnopains, 
no trouble, nor attentioa, in investigat- 
“ iiig the facts alleged against the priion- 
“ ers, and the evidence which would be. 
“ produced in support of those facts; the 
“ result of thar investigatiou W3s*a convie- 
“ tiun, tliat the ends of justice made it m 
“ imperious, though'a painful duty on me, 
“ to prosecute them;—that painful duty j 
*i- have performedthe ends of justice awt 
“• answered. V [Hefi the Learned Comstl 
was so much AFFECTED, that his voice 
became inaudible, and his agitation increas- 
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fd to such a degree, thai but for Ike sttpporl 
of Mr. Jervis, who sat* near him, HE 
WOULD HAVE FALLEN.] When a 
Jitile recovered, hec'tsumed^—“ Gentle- 
“ men, 1 entreat your pardon, but I have 
“ not been very well in health; I was 
about to state to you, that I consider the 
“ ends of justice as answered, and therefore 
“ I shaft here drop the prosecution against 
“ the remainder of the prisoners. ' In look- 
ing into the cases of the prisoners un- 
“ tried, I perceive (though there is proof 
“ to convict) there are circumstances to 
palliate; and* after what has taken place 
“ here, I trust there will be fecund none, 
“ or if any, oidy the most degraded and 
“ degenerate, who will fall in future into 
“ the error in ,which the prisoners have 
“fallen.*^? 

Mr. observed, “ after the 

“ statement of his Learned Friend, wlio 
“ did equal honour to his feelings, and to 
“ the huinanily of the Governtneul under 
“ which he acted, little remained for him 
“ to say. He could not, how'ever, allow 
“ the opportunity to pass, without declai - 
“ ing how grateful , to the feelings of his 
mind it had been, thapii.> his feeble at- 
“ tempts to defend ](ie unfortunate men 
who had intrusted uieir cause to him, he 
“ had been opposed to a prosecutor so hu- 
“ mane as his Learned Jpriend, whicli, by, 
his conduct, he had proved himself to be. 
** One assertion of the Attorncy-Ceneral's, 
“ however, he could not give credit to, 
** and that was, that his indisposition was 
“ the effect of itl health. jHe was cen- 
** vinced it was the disease of A F£EL- 
“ ^NG HEART, sinking and overpowered 
** in its struggle to discharge a' painfuf 
‘“though necessary duty. He trusted, how- 
ever, the mercy extended to these uufor- 
“ tunate men, would not be misplaced; 
“ and that they would not repay with in 
“ gratitude tha( country which fcad ^gain, 
“ wdth so much mercy and forgiveness, 
“ opened her arms to receive them.” 

The other threg prisoners, viz. JVoali 
JFrancis, PhiliprLalhey, and James fibbs, 
Vfese then put to the bar, with Teaskr .— 
The Attorney Gensrai. observed, it-was 
£t he should state to the prisoners the 
grounds'on which he forbore to prosecute 
them—it was not that he should find any 
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difficalty in establishing their gtult, or that 
they were not guilty, as they iti their owq 
minds very vvell knew; but it was that the 
Crown had extended its mercy towards 
them; and he hoped that mercy being so 
extended to them, would operate so as to 
have an effect on their future lives.—The 
prisoners, there being no evidence proi- 
duced against them, were then declared— 
Aid/ Guilty. 

The prisoners already convicted, namely 
William Cundle alius Conriet, Cornelius 
Parker, John Tweedtile Twedle, John 
Qieigley iiVids Coigtey, John Smith, George 
Armstrong, and Samuel M‘ fat lane, were 
then placed at the bar, and having been se¬ 
verally asked what they had to say for 
themselves why sentence of death should 
not be passed upon them, tiiey all threw 
themselves on the mercy of the Court; 
and Quigley, after laineiuing the fault he 
had been guilty of, declared his readiness, 
if mercy were extended to him, to serve his 

country to the last drop of his blood.- 

The Chiuy Baron (Mac Donald) then 
proceeded to pass seuience in the following 
terms;—“ Prisoners, the scene which is 
passing here at this moment, i^ one of the 
least exj)ected Great Britain ever saw ; for 
some years past, not a Sesshin of Parlia¬ 
ment has gone over without the Tliauks of 
the Public Itaving been conferred oil the 
gallant Officers and Seamen composing our 
Navy, for the perfol maiice of some noble 
achieveirent ior the benefit of llicir coun¬ 
try ; and scarcely a week passerl'by that 
we do not read accounts in the newspapers 
ol brilliant acts of courage displayed against 
the enemy by "those employetj, in the sea 
servicfy; •and, it is jndeed an unexpected 
sight t^ee Britisir Seamen deserting their 
Ping, and ranging themselves under the 
banners of the enemy. You, however, have 
‘'each of you been found guilty under a pro¬ 
secution conducted a^iiust you, not only 
with humanity, but’ vwih a degree of deli¬ 
cacy which must have been evident to every 
one present during the course of these pro¬ 
ceedings; the law in its humanity, directs 
you should have assistance^‘"atftfi4’Ou have 
had the most able. The odeuce of which 
^ you have been found guilty is the highest, 
except effecting the^ very death of the King, 
that our law recognizes .—(^o '9t continued.) 
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ACCOUNT OF THE 

TRIAL AND EXECUTION 

OF 

JOHN BELLINGHAM; 

la a Letter from William Cobbett to his 
Friend, James Paul, of Bursledon, in the 
State of Pennsylvania. 

My dear Friend, • 

In your last letter, received by me itp 
this place, you requested me to write to 
you an account of myself and family, and 
also to give- you a true description of the 
situation of “ Old England, the beloved 
“ and venerated country of your fore¬ 
fathers.” If I were tc/write to you in ma¬ 
nuscript, I should not have the smallest 
hope of my letter’s reaching you; or, at 
least, of its Escaping being opened, read, 
and copied. It is, therefore, best to write 
to you in ini^l, because you will be sure to 
•receive my letter through some one of 
the thousand chanjiels which there is no 
power capable of blocking up, and, t!.je 
same letter will serve, for all my friends in 
America, and for all my roaders^ in every 
part of jhe world. 

• Fi rst, then, I have the pleasure to tell 
you, that, though I have now been in this 
jail upwards of tvventy-two.raonths, 1 have 
never been*ill for a single rnonient; that I 
have never had even a.head-ache. ,ijpid that 
I feel myself as strong as at any period of 
my life. What my wife has suffered, J 
shall leave you and the kind families af 
Bursledon and Bibrcy, who knew her, to 
guess. My daughter Anne, wh’o when you 
saw her last (in 1800) wasjlist old enough 
to call you by the endearing appellalioii of 
Grand-daddy Paul,” has been a great 
consolation,and so has my son Wi¬ 
liam (whom I now call to my recollection a 
baby sitting upon your knee and playihg 
with the wooden buttons of your coat), 
and whose hsaith, and growth, and dispo¬ 
sition promise me ihA 1 slwU have the hap¬ 
piness to see him, uP*Tlcctssary, able and 
willing to defend his rights as ati-Eflglis’h- 
inan. The other two sons and two claiiglt- 
ters are all well. They have all, wha^Lord 
Baron calls the greatest of Slessings: “ a 
“sound mind in a sound body.” I have 


many things to be thankful for; hut, for 
this above all others, tiiat none of my fa¬ 
mily are either roUen or mad. Thus much 
for my private concerns, which may, I 
hope, also juffice as'an answer to our old 
and kind friend, B.Storv, from whom, to 
my indescribable satisfaoliou, 1 receiv¬ 
ed a letter no longer ago than Saturday 
last; and, what made it the more pleasing 
to me, was, if’ was dai^;H St^Wilmington, 
the spot where we had first nil*ltappiness 
to see her. 

With respect to public matters, I shall 
begin by ftlling you, that, a few days ago, 
the Prime Minister of the Prince Regent, 
the man during whose adniinistraiion i was 
sent (for you know what) totliisjail, was 
shot dead by the hand of an Englishman, 
named John ^ gllintrliam. This affair i 
should not have vv’iM ten much about; be¬ 
cause, in spite of ali the millions of false¬ 
hoods which the hired news-papers in Lon¬ 
don have and will publish upon the subject, 
the people of tliis country will get at tJie 
truth: but, I am anxious iliat the truth 
sfiould he known all the world over, and 
particularly in the .\inerican States, whence 
even Ji oni the banks of the MississifipL my 
own writings,' issuing from this jail, Iiave 
returned to me tlirough the clianriel of jhe 
Anierican press. This fact, by making it 
clivioiis to me that I am writing for the ift,e 
ol America as well as for that of England, 
points out to me that it is my duty to give 
not only a true account of the trial and ex- 
(icution of,Join; Bellingham, but also tliat 
I should give''it in such a way as may make 
the wfiolfi affair plain to persons who never 
were in I^ondon,- and iq vvliotn many cir¬ 
cumstances must, wiihout'fxplanatiou, re¬ 
main wholly incomprehensible. Myjn- 
tention, therefore, is to presei t you, in tiie 
first place, with a regular narrativj^ of (acts^ 
from the time of the pistol bcingTired, to 
the mometit of the death of the man who 
fired it, uninterrftpted by any commentary 
of my own. In the .second place, I pro- 
*jK)se to give you an .'iccount of. what tlic 
hired nevvs-fj/pers have said as to the sen¬ 
timents discovered by the people, in Lon¬ 
don and other pans of Englaiicl, upon this 
occasion. In tire third place, I shall inform 
. Y ' • « 
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you of what has been done by the parlia- 
tnent in conse-i.iierice of the* eVftnt. In the 
/'ourtli place, 1 shall ^ive }$u an account of 
the adniinistration of the late Minister; I 
shall shew what he did as Minister; I 
shall place before your eyes what has hap¬ 
pened in England during the existence of 
liis pown*. 

By way of introduction you should be 
told, that, owing to a scarcity of work for 
our manufacturers (arising from the laws of 
France and America j, added to a dearth 
ol provisions, tlwre have, fonmany months, 
existed great disturbances in the counties 
of York, Lancj^ster, Chester, Leicester, 
Staflbid, and Nottingham. A consider¬ 
able regular army is assembled in that jjart 
of England, fo^ the purpose of opposing 
and putii#?g*^own the people wlio have 
risen; and a law has been jjassecl for in¬ 
dicting the punishment of death in certain 
cases, where the ])unishinent before was 
transportation. To give you some idea of 
the sufferings of the poor people, it will be 
quite sufficient for me to slate to you these 
facts : that the weekly wages ol a labour¬ 
ing man does not, npoii an a^ruge through¬ 
out England, exceed J^^'flbat the price 
of a bushel of w iieat is, upon an average, 
Ifis.; that the price of a bushel of potatoes 
has been for some time past, upon an aver¬ 
age, 8s. (id. To you, who know what food 
a man and hi^ wife and three or four chil¬ 
dren requite; to you, who have a heart to 
feel for every fellow-creature; to you, at 
xvliose house the traveller, be lie wiio or 
wliat hc miglit, never needed even to a'sk 
for victuals and drink; to you I need say 
no more, in order to sircw you the extent of 
tite distress of the labouring people in ge¬ 
neral; but, 1 ought 10 add, that in the iiia- 
nulaciui iiig counties a want of work has co¬ 
operated with ilie scarcity of the late liar- 
vest, and that boili tagetherjiave rendered 
the situation of the people truly deploVable. 
Theie is another great cause of narionui po¬ 
verty and misery, namely, the taxes, wliich 
are now becoifn: enormous; but, this is a 
caq^e wJiicIi is always operating. Tlie tx- 
iraordinary causes are iliose that I liave just 
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administer unlawful oaths, upon the alleg¬ 
ed ground that the disturbers of the’peace' 


In coOfeqtience of these distresses, nume¬ 
rous petitions have been presented to par¬ 
liament; but, us 1 said btlore, the only law 
passed respecting the disturbances, or the 
cause of them, is a law to punish with 
. cleaili the crime of laame-bi^iking, which 
, was formerly punished with transportation. 
Another law is brought into the House ol 
Coiniuons for making it death to take or to 


ground that the disturbers of the peace' 
were combined together by an oath. Thw 
act had been introduced, read a first time, 
and was, I believe, to have been read a se¬ 
cond time on the evening of the day when 
the Minister was killed. 

• Such was the state of the country, when, 
on Monday, the 11th day of this present 
month of May, 1812, and at five o’clock in 
the afternoon, Spencer Perceval, who had 
fqrrjerly been Attorney General, and who 
was now become first Lord of the Treasury, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Prime 
Minister of the Regent, and who held be¬ 
sides two sinecure offices, was shot, just as 
he w-^as about to enter that House of Com¬ 
mons, where he lAd long carried every 
thing before him, and where all opposition 
to him appeared to be in vain. Tlie place 
and manner of his death were- as follovvs. 
There is to the House jvhere tlie Members 
meet (which was formerly a Chapel dedi¬ 
cated to St. Stephen), a sort of anti-cham¬ 
ber, or outer-room, wliicli, lor what reason 
1 know not, is called the lobby. During 
the lime that the House is sitting, there arc 
always a great number of persons in this 
lobby. Attendants of one sqi t or other ; 
persons who want to speak with members ; 
persons who have petitions or private bills 
before the House; in short, any body of to¬ 
lerably decent appearance, ,^vhora either 
business or cur iosity may bring there, and 
for whose accommodation there are a fire¬ 
place and some benches. Amongst the • 
persons thus met, on the day befoic men¬ 
tioned, was Jofoi Bellingham, who, upon 
the Minister entering the lobby door, went 
up to with a pistol and shot him in the 
heart, iiiconscquence of which he stumbled 
forward towards the door of the House, 
fell, and Expired in a few' minutes, with a 
faint exclaraaiioh of “ Oh 1 I’m murdered! 
I'm murdered 1 ” Bellljngham, the moment 
he had .shot ofr,liis pistol, w'ent and sat 
down very calmly upon one of the benches. 
Such was the surprise, the confusion, and 
ctmstcrnalioii amongst all gre^'^ntj that he 
might easily have gone out or*?he lobby 
dfior and escaped, for a time at least; but, 
as afterwards appeared, this was not at all 
his design; and, therefore^-^hen the con¬ 
sternation was, epougf; abated lor some one 
to ask, w’lio and wbijre was the murderer, 
lid anS\k<».red, “ I am the man that killed 
“ Mr. Perceval;” whereupon he was seiz¬ 
ed and searched, and another pistol, loaded, 
was lound in liis pocket. 

When the knowledge of the event wa« 
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comoaunicated to the two Houses of Parlia- brought into a convenient room far Ids ex* 
*inent, which, of course, was in an instant, amination, and some of the Members, being 
both Houses, or Chambers of Sitting, being Justices of the Peace for the county of Mid- 
under the same roof, and the doors of them diesex, acted as sucii upon this nccasiom 
being at but a few yards’ distance from each The examination was long and minute, but 
other; when, I say, *the knowledge of the the fact was not denied. Bellingham ac- 
event was communicated to them, great in- knowledged the fact; and now came uut| 
deed was tlie alarm and confusion. Bei- for the first time, the motive with which he 
liugham was dragged into the House of had been actuated. The words stated to 
Gurnmons, whither he was followed by have been uttered by him before the Jus- 
the people in the lobby; so that the House tices are these: “ I have admitted the fact; 
was filled with strangers, reporters, nuqp- “ I admit the fact; but wisli, with per- 
sengers, and persons of all descriptions, “mission, to^state something in my justi- 
mingled, pell-mell, with the members, “ fication.* I have been denied the redress 
and it was some time before any thing like “ of my grievances by Government ; I Itave 
order was restored. “ The Speaker then “ been ill treated. They all know who I 
“ directed that Bellingham should be con- “ am, and what I am, through the Secrc- 
“ veyed to the prison-room; and, to pre’» “ tary of State and Mr.»B(ky^et, with whom 
“ vent confusion, that he should be taken “ I have had frequent coihnwnications. 

“ thither, not through the lobby, but by “ They knew of this fact six weeks ago, 

“ the private passages of the House. He “ through the Magistrates of Bow-street. 

“ ordered the various doors to be locked, “ I was accused most wrongfully by a Go- 
“ and suggested, that some of the Members “ vernor-General in Russia, in a letter from 
“ should precede and 0 'ther.s follow the Pri- “ Archangel to Riga, and have sought re~ 

“ soner, in order to’assist the Sei geant at “ dress in vain. I am a most unfortunate 
“ Arms and the messengers in preventing “ man, and feel here (placing his hand on 
“any interruption or attempt at rescue.” his btcust) sufficient justification for what ' 
The alarm in tlie House ol Lords appears to “ I have daii^ To this declaration he, 
have been ^ill greater. All forms were you will see by-and-by, adhered with 

• cast aside, and confusion seemed to reign unshaken firmness to his last breatli. He 
in their stead. The Lord Cljancellor him- was, at the close of the examination, 
self made a motion for instantly shutting- committed to Newgate, the same jail 
the doors, i ;4 order to prevent furtlier mis- wherein I am. But, there were some 
chief being perpetrated. It),ilje meanwhile circumstances attending his conveyance 
the Duke of Cumberland had *been and hither, which must not be forgotten; for 

• seen the dead body, and be now declared liere you will sec the people come upon the 

the facL The Chief Judge (Lord Ellen- sdene. • * 

borough], wIjo had been sitting in his I have described to you the stale of the 
Court of "King’s Bench, and who, upon country; at least, I have given you a slfttcb '• 
hearing of what had happened, ir^quitted ol some of the features of its situation,, in 
the court (all under the same'roof) and order that you may be able to account for 
hurried into the House, or Cliamber, ol many things in this narrative which would 
the Lords, rose and moved that some evi-« otherwise appear unaccountable. The pri- 
deiice might be taken at the bar, whereon ^sorter, Bellingham, paving been examined, 

to ground a regular,proceeding ol some and his tibmniitment haviifg been made out, 
sort. Tills was at*last ggroed to,.and after was, it is stated, about to be conveyed to 
evidence had been prorliiccd and taken down prison in a coach. The statement is as 
in great haste, proving that Mr.Perceval follows:* “ At a quaites-^il an hour beCorc 
had be^jn^ljed in tlie loliby of the Co«i- “ eight o’clock, a carriage was sent for by 
inons, tlteXof^s, iijion a motion of tlie Earl “ the order of the M.igisirates, whiclf im- 
of Radnor, passed liasiily a resolution •tor “‘mediately occupied the atten^oii of tlic' 
addressing the Regent upon the subject^. “ populace. The prisoner waffciken from 
requesting hj.n to issue a I’t'oclaination for “ the Ciimniittee-room, and guarded by 
the speedy prosecution qf jhe olfcrider or “ the niessttiger,s and police officers, to the 
oflcnders in the c:isev.*T|jis motion being “southern entrance into the House of. 
passed, the House immediately ^djoumedi “ Commons. One of tlie officeis entered 
to two o’clock the next day. the can ine, and.tlie opposite door was 

The Commons, in the meanwhile, had “ itamediaifcly opened, and the populacb 
taken measures fora legal’coiumitftient of cheered, 'fhe officers returned to the 
Beiluigham. They had caused him to be “ prison-room, and informed the Chair- 
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“ roan, that thty did not IhM U semra to The twb Houses of Parliament met on 
proceed r,-iih the prisgaSr,’without the the 13th. The House of Lords did nothing 
“ rt/d of a miiitary, force.’’ You, roy but resolve to adjourn from day today; 
friend, will not know,*''perhaps, ■v^hat the but the alarms entertained may be easily. 
“ populace” means, as it is a phrase never guessed 3t from the following words, stated 
used in your country. It means, then, as to have been spoken °by the Lord Chan 
far as 1 can gather from the use 1 see made cellor. He trusted that the Koble Lords 
of it, all^hat part of the people who are “wvould give him credit, when he declared 
obliged to work for their bread ;* who, in “ that tlie state of the country was such, 
the words of the Bible, live by the sweat of “ that it was necessary that the House 
their brow. At any rate, the poor creatures “should sit from day to day, in order.to 
asserabledupon this occasion were, ill form, “ jjg ready to take such steps as circunir 
at least, human;.they could, Joo, it seems, “ stances might require, for it was impos- 
speak; and, though jt apoears to'have been “ sible to say w/ial might happen in the 
‘doubted by some of our hired writers, course of a few days. It was his lirni 
they had a sufliciency ofintellect to conceive “ conviction, that such was the state of the 
a sentiment. They were, in fact, a portion “ country, that rendered it impossible for 
of the people of'England; a portion of the V him to assent * to any proposition for 
labourers jpid'journeymen of England; a “ placing the House in any other situation, 
portion of tliat class which is about three “ than that of sitting from day to day.” 
times as numerous as all the classes above The fears, so clearly manifested in this 
them put together; a portion of that class speech, had ariseii'l'rom the persuasion, that 
whose arms must defend the country against Bellingham must liave had some accom- 
its enemies, oi the cgiuitry cannot he de- plices, or instigators; atld, indeed, that 
fended. View'ing them in ifus light, lain his conduct had proceeded from a plan con- 
sure that you, my friend, will lament to certed in the disturbed counties, or, at 
hear, that, instead of endeavours to shew least, that there was some sortef connexion 
that their feeling was erionCtlus, they have between him and the persons engaged 
been abused by the hired writers as being in those disturbances. Owing to the same 
of an “ atrocious disposition,” and as being persuasion, all the troops at hand were 
“abettors of assassination,” Of this, called out undpr arms as soon as Mr. Per- 
liovvevcr, more hereafter, when I have .ceval’s death was known', and, it is stated, 
closed my nanative of occurreuces. that, at Windsor (the place, where the 

Inconsequence of the above-nienlioned King, Queeix,tand Princesses reside, 26 
report of the Police Officers, that it was miles froifi London), the greatest consterna- 
urisafe to attempt to cimvey Bellingham to tion prevailed on the evening and during 
prison wilhout the aid tfmililaty force, St the night of the 11th; and further, that a 
is stated, that a troop of soldiers, whom we regiment of Dragoons, quartered in a bar- 
call//w/se GKorrfs herc,.and who ride luori- rack on a heath about 12 miles from Lon- 
strqusly big horses, and arc armed with don, hid maiclied thence into a neighbour- 
sw'ords, pistols, and guns: it is slated, that ing tow'iroii the road between London and 
a troop of these were sent for, and that the Windsor. 

“ mn6,” or populace, called them “niur- , By what'passed, however, on the same 
“ derers.” The soldiers, however, re-j day, in the House of Commons, the alarm 
mained opposite the great buifcl'iig at West- w as a good* deal ab,ated ; lor there Lord 
inidster, within which is the House, or Castlereagli, who jvas oile of Mr. Perceval’s 
Chamber, where the Members of the House colleagues, and whose name is so well 
of Commons meet; .'he soldiers ancf populace kriovvu in America, as well, indeed, asfit 
remained here tilt midnight, when the pri-^ is<iii most other civilized countejes,, declar- 
sonef, brought out of a private passage, ecT, in the most explicit terms, 1[iiat it had 
was put iqto a coach, accompanied by seve- been made clear to the GoWniment, that 
ral PoliceJ^fficers and one of the Members, .^Bellingham had not acted in concert with 
who is aksoia Justice of the Peace. The any body else ; that'his act wK&.entirelyhis 
coach, thus* filled, was guarded by the own. The HQu§e nqw proceeded to take 
. horse-soldiers before mentioned, and in measures for grt^ntix^'of sums of the public 
this way, about one o’clock in the morning money<tovthe family of the deceased Minis- 
of the 12th instant, Bkf^linghan^,was brought' ter, with the particulars of which I will 
to this prison, where w'e will leave him for not trouble you, at present; but of which, 
the present, and return to the two Houses as well as of tflfe services of that $finister, I 
of Parliament and to the disposal ofnlie dc- shall speak fully hereafter. In addition to 
ceased Minister. ‘ , the money, they have resuLvei upon a roo- 
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nummt to hrs metnoiy, as they did in the 
^aseofI*itt; and, one mens her proposed a 
public funeral; that is to say, a funeral at* 
tended by all the heraldic insignia and of¬ 
ficers of the King, and paid for out of the 
public money. This* part of the intended 
honours was, however, given up; and for 
reasons, at which, though you are at surjt 
a distance, you will, I imagine, after what 
you have been told of the feelings of the 
people, easily guess. The jimeral took 
piaffe on Saturday, the l6lh, about se^'cn 
o’cloclctli the morning, \rtien the body was 
put into a hearse, and carried to a village 
called Cnarleton, iu Kent, about 8 or 10 
miles from London, fcllovved by about 
seventy coaches and other carriages. Whe¬ 
ther it was accidental or not I do not know;, 
but I am well informed, that a considerable 
body of cavalry^ that is to say, horse sol¬ 
diers, inarcl^d along the same road that 
the funeral went, a short dfstaucc before the 
hearse. Thus Icll Mr. Spencer Perceval, 
at the threshold of the Honourable House 
of Commons, in the fiftieth year of his 
age; and, which is not, perhaps, wholly 
unworthy of yotice, he fell on the aihiiver- 
sary of the ever-memorable day of the 
making of Mr. Maddocks’s motion [so 
jnuch talked %f iu America as well as in 
England) respecting the conduct of this 
same Mr. Perceval and this* same Lord 
Castlereagh, and into the grounds of which 
motion that HonouraUic hod'j^ (jid refuse to 
inquire.'" Alas ! how fleeting are human 
triumphs, and how capricious is the exer¬ 
tion of human power 1 W’ith those majo¬ 
rities, those mighty majorities, by the 
means of wjiich he had sd often yielded 
'protection to others witien assaileef with all 
the artillery of politicH warfare','flie was 
not able to protect himself against a little 
bit of lead scarcely surpassing ki bulk a 
knot in a cat-o’-niue-tails ! , 

Let me now bring you back to Uie gloomy 


* In a London news-paper, called the 
Courier, o£ the ipth of May, anotlny; 
coincidmlc l5P“ilates was mentioned, as 
being very curious. These were the word%: 
“ Curious Coincidence. —The £arl of Clidl- 
“ ham died in the Houge of Lords on the 
“ ll/Aq/"May, 1778 \ Mr.Perccval^Chm- 
“ cellor of the Excheq"ej;,*vfas shot in the 
lobby of the House of Commons lh% 1 \Ui 
“ of May, I81Sf.” My coincidence men¬ 
tioned above, is, to the full, as curious as 
this; but, it was the citing of»th.i8 tbat put 
me ia mind of it. 


scenes with which I tnyself am surrounded. 
Bellingham v^asHodged iu a safe place, had 
irons put on him, and had two men sta¬ 
tioned constantly in tHfe apartment^ in order 
to prevent him from committing suicide; a 
precaution, which, as you will by-and-by 
see, was wholly unnecessary. It now be¬ 
came known who and what he wyis ; that 
he was an Englishman and a protestant of 
the Church of England ; that he was a na¬ 
tive of a town called St. Neot’s, in the 
county of Huntingdon; that he had been 
bred up in th^cmonerclal,line in London ; 
that he aftrt wardl||£ttled at Liverpool, and 
carried on busines^l a ship-broker; that 
he iiad gone to Russia, on Some commercial 
concern, in the year 1804; that he had 
there suffered great lossgs ms well as great 
bodily hardshiiis iiom thefts o^the Rus¬ 
sian Government; that he had been for 
years kept in prison; that upon his return 
to England he had demanded redress of our 
Government; that he could get no branch 
ot the Government to give his cqujplaint an 
investigation ; that it was treated as a mat¬ 
ter that they had no business witli; that, 
at last, he wished to petition parliament; 
that he could *Tltrt do this without the sanc¬ 
tion of Mr. Perceval; that Mr. Perceval 
refused his sanction; and that this led to 
the latal act in the lobby of the House of 
.Commons. 

We have now to follow Bellingham 
through the few remaftiing days of his lilie, 
and a most interestinntliisiory v\'e shall find 
it. Qn the morning wfter his commitment 
henvrote to a Mrs. ItoberLs, the lady caf the 
house where he had lodged in Westminster, 

the following letter:.-“Tuesday mmn- 

“ ing, Old Bailey.— Dear Madam, —Y^s- 
“ terday midnight 1 was escorted to this 
“ neighbourhood by a noble troop of Light 
Horse, and delivered into the care of Mr. 
“ Newman (by Mr, Taylor, the Magistrate, 
'and^M.^^.j^'as a jftale •Prisoner of the 
“ first clajs. For eight years 1 have never 
“ found my mind so tranquil as since this 
“ melariclftly, but necCTiB.-y catastrophe ; 
“ as the merits or demeriis*of itiy peculiar 
“ case must be regularly unfolded in a Cri- 
“ Hllnal Court of Justice to ascertain the 
guilty party, 'by a Jury of mj^ountry, 
“ 1 have |o request the favour lof you to 
“ send me three pr four shirts,'some cra- 
“ vats, handkerchiefs, night-caps, stock- 
ings, &c. out of my drawers, together 
‘‘ with comb, foap, tooth brush, with ahy 
“ other trifle^at presenis itself which you 
“ think I may have occasion for, and enHose 
“ them in niy leather trunk,-and the key. 
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» pfease to send sealed, per bearer ;--^l8o 
“ iiiv great-coat, flannel gb'tn, and black 
‘‘waistcoat, which will oiucli oblige, dear 
“ Madam, your very obedient servant, 
JOHN BELLINGHAM.—To the above 
“ please to add the Prayer Book.”— 

From the moment he entered the prison to 
the inoinftit ol his death, he never disco¬ 
vered the smallest symptoms of alarm oi 
trepidation. On the same day^on which 
he wrote this letter, he wrote others; and 
he, in short, acted, in all respects, as if 
he had had iiothmg nKjre jhan«!n ordinary 
affair of business'on his tj^nds. ‘He eat as 
heartily as usual, and'aiept well. Re was 
seen, on the Tii^day, by some gentlemen 
heloiiging to the corporation of the city of 
London, and t^h^ra he deciared, that he 
had no private ^dgt against Mr. Perceval; 
that he ha^ punislied the mhiisler and not 
the man; that he had been unable to ob¬ 
tain justice Irom the Government^ and that 
he had, therefore, taken justice into his own 
hands. 

The next day, it w'as announced to Viitn, 
that his rial would take place on the tii- 
day next ensuing; and, though he certainly 
did not expect it to come orT'so suddenly, 
leaving him hut about forty-eiglit hours to 
make preparations, he does not appear 
to have been at all disniaj^d, but set him¬ 
self to work, with great diligence, to pre¬ 
pare for his defence. In the meanwhile he 
had to eat and drinkjwhat he chose, and, 
cxcei>t that he cliscovfeicd great anxiety to 
see his wife and children, he seemed per- 
fectl)i at his ease ; eating antj drinking «n 
moderation and sleeping soundly. 

On the Friday morping, the day of< his 
mcmoiable trial, he arose pretty early, 
dressed himself in a decent manner, and 
ret\ucsied to have his hreaklasi, which re- 
tpicst was complied with. He continued 
looking over his papers till the hour of 
being led to thc„Sessmis House <which i? 
almost fclose adjoining the jail), which look 
place between the hours of eight and nine 
ill the morning.* Jilie Lord Mayw of Lon¬ 
don presides in this court, which is the same 
coufC in which your William Pesjj and 
• bis comaaiiion Mean were tried. - But, 
though l)fe Lord Mayor preside, Judges 
are there U* try the culprits. 1 he Judges 
upon ihisWasron werc^Sir James Maus 
field, the Chief Judge ol the Common 
’ Pleas, and Judges Graham and Grose.J 
The court wal as you mayy;asily suppose,*' 
crowdtd in an extraordinary i^imer; great 
numbers of persons ofrauk, atuoiigst whom 
was one of the King’s sons, were pri^ent, 
and also many women of fa«hion. 


At about half past eight Mr. Bellingham 
entered the court, and was placed at the, 
bar. He was a tall man, nearly six feet 
high, stout boned, but spare of flesh; his 
age 42 years, but his look was that of an 
older man; his features promiiient and 
handsome, but his eyes a good deal sunk, 
aijd his coimtenance wearing all the marks 
of long-endiirtd anxiety and woe. His 
dress was genteel, his manner easy, his de¬ 
portment dignified, he bowed gracefully to 
the court, and appeared wdiolly free^ (,<^)m 
dread or embarrassment. He had an At¬ 
torney' and Counsellor, the latter yf vvliom 
made an attempt to postpone thd trial till 
the next sessions, on ilie ground, that cer¬ 
tain persons nojv at a distance would be 
able to prove the iiisai0ily of the prisoner; 
tut, this ground was objected to by the 
Attorney General, who pleaded against 
tin, and it eras over-ruled bjj the Court. 
The Attorney General ilie.n proceeded to 
open the case, which he did in a speech of 
considerable length, after wliich he brought 


forward his wiinesses in support ol the 
charge, which was that of wilful murdtry 
and, as these witnesses clea'lij- proved the 
fact, tliere was no legal detence to be made, 
other than such as could be made out upon 
an allegation of insanity, to fio which the . 
prisoner’.s counsel called two witnesses, but 
the allegation had, in evidence, little or 
tnStliiiig tw support it. Mr. Bellingham 
being called upon for*any thing he had to 
say in hiadcfence, said that the task would 
be better performed by his counsd ; but, 
he was told, that no counsel could‘be per¬ 
mitted to speak for him. He, tlierelore, 
entered upon hiS defence himseik 

Thi^cfefence I cau give you only as I ' 
find it reported in otir nevvs-pajiers. It is, 
doubtless, very imperfect; but, it is the 
best account of what he said that 1 urn able 
Jo obtain; and, gl any rate, it will serve to 
give you a tolerably correct idea of the na¬ 
ture of the reasons, upoci which he, strange 
as it may seem, ‘ appears to have satisfied 
himself that he was justified, even in the 
eje of the law, in the act lie had com¬ 
mitted. 

,■ defence: 

“ I feel great personal obligation to the 
“ Attorney-Geuergl, for , 'Jte objection 
“ which he h.as made to the plea of in- 
“ sanity. I fhmli»j/ is far more (ortnuate 
“■ftha( such a p'^ea as.that should have been 

unfounded, than that it should have ex- 
“ isled in fact. 1 am obliged to niy Goun- 
“ sek, however, for having thus’endea- 
“ voured to consult my iiueiesi, as i am 
“ convinced the attempt has arisen from 
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“ the kindest motives. That I am or have 
“ been insane, is a circumstance of which 
•“lam not apprized, except in the single 
“ instance of my having been confined in 
“ Russia ; how far that may be considered 
“ as affecting my pjesent situation, it is 
“not for me to determine. This is the 
“ first time that I have ever spoken in 
“ public in this waif. I feel my own id* 
“ competency, but I trust you will attend 
“ to the substance, rather than to the 
“■’wanner, of my investigau^g the truth 
“otSv affair which hgs-«ccasioned»my 
“ preseiwe at this bar: I beg to assure you 
“ that t^e crime which I have committed, 

“ has arisen from compulsion rather than 
from any hostility to the man whom it 
“ has been my fate to destroy. I feel, if I 
“ could murder him in a cool and un^ 
^‘ justifiable manner, I should not deserve 
“ to live another moment in this world. 

“ Conscious, however, tljat I shall be able 
“ to jusiify every thing which / have done, 
“ I feel some degree of gonficlence in meet- 
“ ing the storm which assails me, and 
“ shall now proceed to unfold a catalogue 
“ of circumstances which, while tliey har- 
“ row up inf own soul, will, I am sure, 
“ tend to the extenuation of my conduct in 
“ this honourable Court. This is the first 
instance in which any, the slightest, im- 
“ putation has beem ca.sl upon my moral 
“ character. Until tliis fatal cata-stroplig, 
“ whicli no one can, more heartily regret 
“ than 1 do, not excepting evcnitiie/amily of 
“ Mr. Perceval himself, I have stood alike 
• “ pure in the minds of those who have 
“ known me, and in the judgment of nuj 
** own heart. I hope 1 see this affair in 
“ the true light. For eight ye^Sc Gcn- 
“ tletnen of the Jury, •have 1 been ^posed 
“ to all the miseries vvliich it is possible 
“ for human nature to endure. Driven 
“ almost to despair, 1 sought for redress* 
“ in vain. For this affair*! had the carte 
“ blanche of Goverrmwnt, as Fwill prove 
“ by the most inconieslible evidences, 
“ namely, the writing of the Seefetary of 
“ State himself. I come before you under 
“ peculia- d'isaclvanfages. Many of m^ 
“ most material papers are now at Liver- 
“ pool, for which I have written, bftr 
“ have been called upon my trial before it 
** was possible lo obtain au answei to iny 
“ letter. Without witnasaes, therelore, 
“ and in the absence or* i»any pap^s nc- 
“ cessaiy to my justification, 1 wm sure 
“ you will admit, I have just grounds for 
“ claiming some indulgence.” « 

[Here he entered into a detail of his 
sufferings in Russia.] 
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“ In the courM of narrating these \nrd- 
“ he toipk^occaslon to explain several 
“ {Mints, and adverted with gjj^t feeling 
“ to the unliJ^py siti^ation in wfiich he was 
“ placed, ’from the circumstance of his 
“ having been but lately married to las 
“ wife, then about twenty years of age, 
“ with au infant at her breast, and who 
“ had been rvaiting for him at Sf*. Peters- 
“ burg, in order that she might accom- 
“ pany him to England—a prey to all 
“ those anxieties which ihe unexpected and 
“ cruel incarceration of her husband, rvith- 
“ out any^ju.H ^^oiinds, was calculated to 
“ excite .—(In sugin^t/^is, the Prisoner > 
“■ seemed much aJjJded.J ,—He also cle- 
“ scribed bis feelings at a subsequent pe- 
“ riod, when his wife, from an anxiety to 
“ reaclr licrndtivc cound’y^^ingland) when 
“ in a state of pregnancy, and fookiug to 
“ the improbability of Iris liberation, was 
“ obliged to quit Petersburg iinproitctcd, 

“ and undertake llie voyage at the peril of 
“ her life, while Lord L. Gower and Sir 
“ S. Shalrpc .suffered him to i'Wnain in a. 
“ situation worse tlian death. “ My God 
“ my God 1” lie exclaimed, “ wiiat heart 
“ could bsaii.such excruciating tortures, 

‘‘ without bursting with iiidignatiuii at 
“ conduct .so diametrically opposite to jns- 
“ tice and to liumanity? I aiijjeal lo you, 
“ Gentlemen of the Jury, as men—I appeal 

to yon, as brothers—1 appeal lo you, as 
“ Christians—vvhetlAr, under such cir- 
‘‘ cumstances of persciutioii, it was possible 
“ for me to regard tae actions of the Am- 
“ basSador and Consul of my own cotuitry, 
“ with any other feelings but liiose of dc- 
“ testation and horror 1 In using language 
“ thus strong, I feel tliat I commit art 
‘‘ error, yet does my heart tell me, that 
“ men who lent tliemselves thus to bolster 
“ up the basest acts of |)ersecutiou, there 
“ are no observations, however strong, 
‘■i which ijie sisict jusfice oj the case would 
“ not excuse' iny using towards them. 

“ Had 1 fnet Lord Levesoti Gower, instead 
“ of Mr.Ji^erceval, be, is tlie man who 

“should have received "the ball!!! - 

“ Having concluded reading his Meinor*!,’'. 


■ • Circular Memorial to the Memhe^of Parlia¬ 
ment, enclosjng the two Letters nuinl/c^U 1. 

Sir—Having suffered in a ino^t nntrrcc’ilcntctl 
manner, for a period of six years, iii*Knssia, on 
my retnri) two years ago I made a represi'iitatioii 
•of the case to Hie vaiiops dep.iruiieiits »t Ria 
Majesty’s Govr'Jnment, «nd in Jan. last I ap¬ 
plied tor red^^ss, by petilion, lo His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, w!;o was gra¬ 
ciously pli^&cd to refei the atfau- lo liis Ma 
jesly’s Most Honourable Privy (kuiiril. The 
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“ and the observati(»ns with which he had 
“ interspersed it, he went op to state, that 
“ oil comihg to England lie had represented 
“ Jiis hardshi|)S to ^arquisi Wellesley, 
“ from whose Secretary he had received 
“ the following answer:— 

Foreign Office, Januaty 31, 1810.-^Sir—I 

am dirficted by the Marquis Wellesley to trans¬ 
mit to yost the papers wliicli yon sent to this ' 
Offici-, accompanied by yonr letter of the 27th 
of last month ; and I am to inform yon, that His 
Majesty’s Government is precluded from iiiter- 
fei'ini; in the support of your case, in some mea- 
siirt-, by the circumstances of tlie case itself, 
and entirely so at.the prfseat foment, by the 
.Mispeiision of intercrttiise the Court of St. 
•lettersbiirt;. I am, » 

C'-’LLING ChABLES S.WITH. 

“ I would beg to know (he continued), 
“ what course it ^’as possible^for me, alter 
“ receiving thi^ letter, to pursue ? If 
“ His Majesty's Government thus refused 


Council declined to act in the business ; upon 
■which 1 reipiested an official copy of their Lord- 
ships' dccitvi,..;, and was answered by the Clerk 
,>f the Council, it could not be complied with. 
In coiirequence, I renewed niy application to 
Jlis Itoyal Uitrhness the Prince Rep,eiit, accoiti- 
)>aiiied by tlie enclosed Petition U- the llmise of 
Coninv.i-ns, pra;,ini; His Royal Highiie.s.s, that as 
the affair is purely national he would be gra¬ 
ciously pleascil to direct my complaint to be 
laid he/ine [‘arliamcnt—to \\hicli pulilion I re¬ 
ceived ilie. Answer, No. 2.-Having borne tlie 

vvei::i!l of lilts unhappy afiair abroad, for a series 
of y ears, in a inaidfold way—on my return home 
1 had the mortification to find iiiy aftairs gone to 
I'liin—my properly sold lip—my family d.stract- 
ei!, and sidfering in thejuiost severe iiiaiiner by 
tlie iiK'vit.ible ruinous consApiences of diy d^e- 
toriliofi-r-:;!id for the preceding two years they 
h.id not been aide to ascertain wheilicr I was j 
alivesor de.id. Since iny/etiiru I have not only 
been bereaved of a further property (hcniic.'itlied 
ill Biy absence), to make good the conserpienees 
of tills business, but a;n now considerably in¬ 
volved—so tatid h.;.s it proved. Thus circmii- 
slaiiced, I trust 1 sh.all be pardoned in address¬ 
ing the House of Coinnions, inilividiniHy, in the 
hope that, on tbe helfhlf of auiter^l jjiisfictA 
some Member wift do me. the fcvonr to bring 
forwaill toy said just Petition—as common jos- 
• Tice is all 1 solieit, and wliat every one. will 
agree I ought to Irat’c, more e.speoiiilly as nty 
sntil'eriiigs for the rfast eight years have been al¬ 
most too great for Imman iialnre to sustain.—— 
In sAiciting yonr kind aid, 1 beg to Im nndcr- 
■ Stood, th^ it is far from my iinetitmii, *by 
this AddrelL to complain of any party whatever, 
being convlwecl that in no country upon eartli is 
jiislicc so pftrcly administered a.* in this; and 
Justice I an* sure 1 shall imve, so soon as the 
affair is kn^n in tlie Tribunal wlihrc alone it 

can be taken proper cognizance of-With, 

assurance that my 8ole.wisii is td obtain what ig 
light, without prejudice <o imiividiial, I 
have the hotiouv to be, Sir, yoiil veiy humble 
and obedient servant, John Bgi.ijkgiiam. 

No. 9f ^cw Millmm-street, March ri, 1M8. 


*• me redress, what must i>e my next stepf 
“ The only thing I could do was, to brings 
a serious .charge against Sir Stephen 
“ Shairpe and Lord Levesoit Gower, which 
“ I accordingly did, by addressing a com- 
“ plete stattnient of ^ly case to the Privy 
“ Council, from whom I received the fol- 
“ lowing answer : — 

Council Office, WhiiekaU, May 16, 1810.--—- 
Sir—I am directed, by the Lords of the Council, 
to acquaint you, that their Lordships having 
taken into consideration your Petition oa^e 
suhio'^t of your aft'est in Russia, do not 
it is a matter in wiiich their Lordslii,^ can, in 
any manner, interfere. I am, Sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, W. FAwkENER. 

“ Having then understood that any re- 
“ niuneration which I might gouceive my- 
V self entitled to, f could only procure 
“ throii.gh the medium of Parliament, I 
“ applied myself to several Members of 
“ Parliament, to ascertain wdiat line of 
“ conduct I ouglit to pursue, in order to 
“ obtain that desirable end. These Gen- 
“ lletnen Laid me that I should make appli- 
“ cation to Ike Chancellor nj the Exchequer ; 

thus lieliliojiing for leave to bring in a ■ 
“ petition upon a subject which, being 
“ well-lounded, became a matter of right, 

“ and not of favour. In consequence, 

“ liowcver, of this advice, I did write a • 
“ letter to Mr. Perceval, from whom I 
“ received an an-swei/’ dated Downing- 
“ street, May 27, 1810, as iiillow's : 

Dovming-stA’ei, Mai) 2~, 1810.-.Sir—I am 

desired by Mr. Perceval to slate to you, in 
reply to yonr letter of yesterday, tliat'tbe time . 
for pre.scnting jiiivate petitions has long since 
passed ; and that Mr. Pereeval cannot encourage 
yon to expect liij sanetiori in introducing into 
the House a petition, which Mr. Peiceval thinks 
is not k|f b iiatcre for the consideration of Par- " 
liameiit. 1 I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Brooksbank. 

I, “I apprehend, however, that this in- 
“ formation is pot founded in fact. If I 
“ am wroug, 1 .see .several Gentlemen 
“ aronncl me, .connc^cted with the House of 
“ Commons, \vh& will set me right. That 
“ tlicie is no particular time limited fon 
•“^the pre.semation of private pstitions, and 
‘^■tliai they may be brought forward at 
“^any period of the Session, T ant inclined 
“ to think the usages of the House will 
“ permit. Peiitiqns for private bills, I 
“ am ready to allow, must be brought in 
“ within a prfediibed period ; but in cases 
, “ in )j hteh pefilions arc presented under 
“ circumstances like mine, which arise 
“ from unforeseen events, it is utterly tm- 
“ possible to«fix any precise period. Tlie 
“ latter clause of Mr. Perceval’s Letter 
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“ which states, that my claims are xuat of f “ treated in Russia. )--'Ybe answer I ,re- 
“ a nature for the consideration of Parlta- | “ ceived was as follows 

ment, appears to me ineitplicable. If j WhUeh^ imh Feb. isiS.-Siryl am di- 

“ they are not refeircd to that branch of #8bted by Mr, %cretary Ryder to a^uaint you, 
“ the Legislature, to whose consideration i 
“ then ought they tojbe submitted ? Yet 


(( 
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thus was I bandied about from man to 
man^ and from place to place. Suppose 
“ this had been the case with either of you* 
Gentlemen of the Jury, and that your 
sufferings had been equal to mine, what 
been your icings ? It 
of evesjt><ndividual* to 
“ apply t'Wough the proper channel for re- 
dress, |md through what other channel 
‘‘ ought you to apply, but through the 
“ heads of Government ? Upon this occa- 
“ sion, however, those whose duly it was 
“ to have redressed my grievances, treated* 
“ them with indifference, and were deaf to 
“ the dictates of justice. In consequence 
“ of this dedial on the part of Mr. Peice- 
val, to investigate a business in which the 
“ national honour was cojicerned, I was left 
“ at a loss how to act, or'what course to 
“ pursue; I therefore returned home, and 
remained inactive for nearly eighteen , 
“ months, when finding that I could no | 
“ longer hold up against the ruinous effects I 
“ of those failures which were the conse- i 
quence of the injustice with which I had j 
“ been treated; every one coming upon me j 
“ lor that which I was unable to pay, apd i 
“ my famil]r borne*down by the deepest 
“ alffictiou at the distresses*td st^fiich they 
“ were.exposed, I (bund it necessary to re- 
“ new piy applications, which I did to the 
“ Treasury, and submit to tltem a Petition, 
“ reiterating those claims 1 had so unsuc- 
“ cessfully made before. To 
“ tion I received lor answer 


mlica- 


Treasuri/ Chamberx, Fth. S4,1810.— Sir—Hav¬ 
ing laid before tlie Lords Coiniiiissipners of His 
Majesty's Treasui’y your Petition of the 16th i«- 
.stant, submitting a statemenS of losses sustained 
by you in Russia, and pcaying relief, I am com¬ 
manded by their Lordships Us return you the 
documents transmitted therewith,, and to ac¬ 
quaint you tltat my Lords are not able to aiibrd 
you any relief. I am, iec. G£o. IIauuison. 

• • • 

“ I n?:xt made application to his Royal 

“Highness tht Prince Regent to have^niy 
“ affair laid before Parliament, explaining^ 
“ anew the disgraceful conduct of the Con- 
“ sul and Ambassador at Russia, who by 
“ suffering me to be {lersecuted, had 
“ been guilty of an act which brou^it eter^ 
“ nal disgrace on the country.—^(Here he 
“ read documents similar to the former, 
and repeated all his stawments wspect- 
“ ing the manner in which he had been 


Prince Regent, has been referred, by the com¬ 
mand of bis Royal Highness, for the consideration 
' of the Lords of His Mmesty’s Most Honourable 
Privy Conncil.—1 am, sir, yonr most obedient 
bnrable Servant, J. Bcokett. 

“ After this I made application to the 
“ Privy Council Office, and had commit- 
“ nications with Lord Chetwynd and Mr. ^ 
“ Buffer, the two Clerks of that Council, 

“ who informldwe tha^ hdid nothing to 
“ expect from I then ap- , 

“’plied to know the reasorsin Wfiting, why 
“ the Privy Council declined to act in obe- 
“ dience to the instructions of his Royal 
“ Highness tlie Prince'K^ent, tvhich re- 
quest I was iii/ornied bif Mr* Litchfield 
“ could not be complied with. Under these 
“ circumstances, 1 communicated the whole 
“ to iiis Royal Highness, and enclosed to 
“ him a Petition to be laid before Parlia- 
“ ment. To this I received for'';t»| yver the 
“ letter of Mr. Beckett, of hth jSSarcI^ 

“ 1812, stating that his Royal Highness 
“ had signified no commands thereupon, 

“ and returning the Petition accordingly. 

“ So baffled (he pursued), what couM a 
“ man do? Reduced to the last extremity 
“ of distress, without having been guilty of 
“ a single political crime which could call 
“ for reprehension ? ) My wife arn! my poor 
“ childieii, crying llr the means of exist- 
“ ence, what altermuivc had I but to seek 
“.redress by some such dreadful act as that 
“for which I have now to answer ? I||s 
“ Majesty’s MinisSters, referring me 
“ wards and forwards like a shulLle-cock, 

“ without shewing the slightest disposhion 
“ even to regard my wrongs as deserving of 
“ the smallest consideration, in duly to 
“ myself, 1 was forced to seek justice, and 
!•“ av^ng# m^ own •cause. 1 was told 1 
“ could not get Ihy case before Parliament 
“ without the sanction of His Majesty’s_^'^ 
“ Ministers. To Geperal Gascoigne, for 
“ the politeness and attention with which 
“ he heard niy statement, and the diyposi- 
“•lion he evinced to relieve me, were it ig 
“ his power, 1 have to expre^ my grati- 
“ tude. He informed me, i/lmy of His 
“ Majesty's Ministers would Sanction my 
“ claims, and fhat I was abli^o authetiti- 
“ cate the particulars I had related, he* 

“ should be/happy to meet ray wishes by 
“laying my Petition before the House. 

“ Suppo^g nqw that I should feel little 
“ diflisimy in obtaining such siinclion, and 
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‘ ‘ satisfied that by a journey to Liverpool I “ states that he cannot interfere in. my af- 
“ should be able to prodi^ce documents “ yh/rs, ;md that he had felt it his duty to 
“ whicltwould fully estatlish the truth of “ communicate the contents of my packs!! 
“ every werd I had utterMl, I began W “ to the Secretary of State. Had lie done 
hope that the goal'of my Toilg hoped-for “ otherwise, he would have been extremely 
“wishes was now in view. I therefore “reprehensible, as events have turned put 
“ directed a letter to Mr. Ryder, request- “so calamitously. At last, in reply to a 
“ ing the permission 1 understood to be es- “ letter of the J3th of April, I received a 
“ sentiai to my purpose. Here, however, final and direct answer, which at once 
“ my expectations were again bJas*ted, and “ convinced me that I had no reason to 
those Mattering dreams of success which “ expect any adjustment whatever of those 
“ had filled my mind with joy, were dashed “claims Wiijch I had on His Majejf-?’s 
“for ever from my reacli: and this letter “.Government^-ypr my criminal d««htion 


“ at once shewed me ti^ Idiad no justice 
“ to look for.—!,»"fead tlie letter as 
'“follows;) . 

Whiten, eoth March, 1812 .-Sir—I am 

directed hy Mr. Secretary Ryder to ackui tv- 
ledge the leceiiJt^Cr your lettcr*of the 12‘th 'ii- 
stant,»re(|utsting permission, on the part of His 
Majesty's Ministers, to present your PeUtion to 
the Home of Commons; and in reply 1 am to ac¬ 
quaint yon, that you should auilicss your appli¬ 
cation to the Right Hon. tlie Cliaiictfllcr of the 
Exchequer.—I am, Sir, your most otiedient, 
humble servant, J. Hec&ctt. 

e , ^tiTlast, then, I was told 1 had no- 
“ thing to expect, and was forced reluc- 
“ tantly to notice, in a more determined 
“ manner, the ill treatment I fiad received. 
“ To this end I enclosed tlie iiarticulars of 
“ my case to the Magistrates of Bow-street, 
“ with the following letter: 

To their Worshipa the Police Magistrales qf the 
Public. Office ivt Bow Street. 

Sirs—I much regret its 3eiiig iny lot to have to 
apply to your Worship.s n ider most peculiar and 
novel circiinistances—Foi the particulars pf the 
case, I refer to the enclosed letter from Mr. Sg- 
cretarf Ryder, the notification from Mr. Peree- 
xd, and my petition to Parliament, together 
with Che printed papers Itgrewitb. The att’air 
requires no further remark, than that I consider 
His Majesty's Government to have completely 
endeavoured to close the door of justice, in de- 
cliDing to have, or even to permit, my grievances 
to be bronght before Parliament for redress, 
which privilege is tlie birth-right of every indivi¬ 
dual. The purport of tlit present is, tliei'ftfore, ‘ 
once more to solicit His Majes^’s Ministers, 
througn your medium, to let what Ls light and 
- pu»per be done in my instance, wbicb is all I re- 
uire. Should this reasonable request 4ie finally 
eoied, I shall then feel justified in executing 
jattice myself—in which case 1 shall be ready to 
argue ilie meiits of so reluctant a measure witli 
His M^stw’s Attorney-General, wherever and 

whenever I^ay be called upon so to do_In 

the hopes of Vverting so abhorrent but coinp,.*- 
sive an alterilhtive—I Imve the lionohr to be 
Sirs, your ven humble and obedient Servant, ’ 

^ ^ John Belungham. 

9, Sew Milmm’Streetf March 2;^, 1812. 

“ In the course of two-days 1 called again 
“ at Bow-street for an answer td.Hliis letter, 
“ when 1 received a liilll meokrandum, 
“ in Mr. Read's wrUmg, in he 


“ in Russia. It was in these terrfis :— 

Whitehall, April 18, 1812.—SiR-|I am di¬ 
rected by Mr. Secretary Ryder to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, re¬ 
questing to be ijiformed ‘ in what stage your 
claim on Hi.s Majesty’s Government for criminal 
detention in Rns.sia now is.' In reply, I am to 
refer yon to iny several letters oI the 18th Fe¬ 
bruary, 9tli and ?Oth of March, l)y which you 
have been already informed, that 3 ^<ur first Peti¬ 
tion to Ins Royal Higbocss the Prince Regent, 
praying for rcinuneraiiou, bad been referred to 
the consideration of the Lords of Council. That, 
upon your second, l^emorial, l^raying his Royal 
Hii'hness to give orders that the snbj%cl should 
be brought before Parliament, his Royal High¬ 
ness haci not been pleased to signify any com¬ 
mands. And, lastly, in answer tif your applica¬ 
tion to Mr. Ryder, requesting permission on the 
part of His Majesty’s Ministers to present your 
Fetition to the House of Commons; you were in¬ 
formed that your application sliould be addressed 
to the Right Hen. the Cliancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer. I am, Sir, Your moa obedient humble ser~ 
vaM, J. Beckett. 

“ After this, on personal application at 
“ the office of the Secretary of State, and 
“ intimating my intention to take jiqptice in 
“ my own hand, I was told, by the mouth 
“ of Mr. Hill, ^.hat 1 was at liberty to 
“ lake measures as 1 thought proper, 
“ Who,', then, is to be reprobated iii this 
“case?—tho.se who were regardless of 
“ every feejing of honour and of justice, or 
“ him who, spurred on by injury and neg- 
“ lect, and with *a due notice of his inten- 
“ lions, pursued the? oqly course likely to 
“ lead to a satisfavtory termiDation of cala- 
“ mities vvliicli bad weighed him down to^ 
V the lowest ebb of misery !—I will now 
“ 8nly make a few observations by‘way of 
“ defence.—You have before you all the 
“ jftirticulars of this‘melancholy transac- 

tion. Believe me. Gentlemen, the sad 
“ act has not been dictated by any personal 
“ animosity to vMr. Perceval, rather than 
“ injure whora,*fr6ra private or nuiticious 

moti^e^, I waiild sutler my limbs to be 
“ cut from my body.— (Here the Prisdner 

“ seemed agaiy muck agitated,) -If, 

“ whenever I 'am called before the tribunal 
“ of God, I can appear with as clear a 
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conscience as I now possess m regard to 
“ the alleged charge of the wilful murder 
of the Gentleman, the investigation of 
“ whose death has occupied your attention, 

“ it would be happy for me, as essentially 
“ securing to mcetern}l salvatioiT; but that 
“ is impossible. That my arm has been 
“ the means of his melancholy exit, 1 am 
“ ready to allow. But to constitute mur- 
“ der, it must clearly and absolutely be 
“ proved to have risen from ^lice pre- 
“ and with a maliciousmesign, as I 

“ have doubt the lejaaMm Judge tfriH 
“ shortly lay down, in explaining the law 
“ on the sjtbjcct. If such is the case, I am 
“ guilty—if not, *I look forward with con- 

V hdence to your acquittal.-That the 

“ contrary is the case, fias been most 
‘‘ clearly ahd irrefutably proved, no doubt 
‘‘ can rest upon your minds, as my uniform 
“ and undeviating object has been, an en- , 
deavour t^ obtain justice, according to ^ 
‘‘ law', for a series ol the most long coati- i 
“ nued and unmerited suffifrings that were i 
“ ever si*bmiiied to a Court of Law, with* 
“ out having been guilty of any other crime 
“ than an apj^^eal for redress for a most fla- 
“ grant injury offered to my Sovereign 
“and my country, wherein my liberty 
“ and property have fallen a sacrifice for 
*“ the continued period of eight years, to 
“ the total ruin of ryyself antt family (with 
“ authenticated documents of the truth af 
. “ the allegailons), merely because it was 
“ Mr. J\rctvul’s pleasure* that, justice 
“ should not be granted, sheltering himself 
' »< with Hie idea of there being no allerna- 
“ live remaining, as my petition to Parlia- 
“ ment fo?^ redress could not be brought 
forward (as having j pecuniary tenjjency) 
“ without the sanctiotl ol His Majesty s 
“ Ministers, and that he was determined 


“ terfest or caprice might dictate.' 

“ would become^ of our liberties ? where 
“ would be the purity and the iimp^rrialitjr 
■^of the justice we so puch bosned of?— 
To Goverdraent’s' non-attendanefi to the 
1“ dictates of justice is solely to be attributed 
•“ the melancholy catastrophe of the unfor- 
“ tunate Gentleman, as any malicious in- 
“ tention to his injury was the mosfremote 
“ from my heart. Justice, and justice 
“ only, was my object, which Government 
“ uniformly objected to grant, and the dis- 
“ tress it reduced me to, drove me to despair. 
In conseqjietice^nd purely* for the pur- 
"Tar allair legally 


pose of having tl _ „ . 

“ Investigated, I ga^^OT«:e at the Public 
“ Office, Bow-street, requesting the Ma- 
“ gistrates to acquaint His Majesty’s Mi- 
“ mstfrs, that'if they pfers'kted in refqsing 
“justice, or even to permit me'to bring 
“ ray just petition into Parliament for re- 
“ dress, I should be under the imperious 
“ nectssilf of executing Justice myself, 
“ solely for the purpose of ascertaining, 
“ through a criminal court, w'I.A*4tf r His 
“ Majesty’s Ministers have the powSF“to 
“ refuse justice to a well-authenticated and 
“ irrefutable *ct of oppression, compritted 
“ by the Consul and Ambassador abroad, 
“ whereby ray Sovereign’s and Country’s 
“ honour were materially tarnished, by 
“ my person endeavouring to be made the 
stalking-horse of juslili;. ition, to one of 
“ the greatest insults that could be offered 

“ to the Crown.-But, in order to avoid 

so reluctant and abl'orrent an alternative, 
“JL hoped to^be allovked to bring m]^ Pe- 
“ tition to tiie House of Commons—or th'^J^ 
“ they would do what was right and gro- 
“ per themselves.—^On my return home 
“ from Russia, 1 brought most serious 


•■Ministers, ana inai ne was ......... j'l’ 

“ to oppose, bu Iram^hng both oji law and^ against Sir Stephen Shairpe and Lord G. 
- 1 ' I __ 1 rimvpp cutipn tile afFair WiiJi GCtCr- 


L. Gower, when tlie affair was deter- 
^ miqedio be«purel)* national, and conse- 
“ quently it ^as 'Hie duty of His Majesty's 
“ Misisters to arraign it by acting on th^ 
“ resoluiipn of the Council. Suppose, 
“ for instance, the charge*! brought could 
“ have been proved to be erroneous, sljpuld 
“ not I have been called to a severe ac- 


“ right. -Gentlemen, where a man ha# 

** so strong ^nd- so serious ,a criiuiuai 
“ case to bring forwaW as niine has been, 

** the nature of which wA purely National, 

“ it is the bounden duty of Government to 
“ attend to, it, lor juslire is a mailer o/ 
right,* and rud of favour. And when'U 

“ Minister is so unprincipled and presimj)- — - 

*'luousal ami tune, but esbeciaUy in a “ count for my .conduct -but b^mg true, 

“ self above both the. Sovereign and the Jr After the notice from the PJ 
“ ILs ashTbem Ihi last with Mr. “ vernmem, Mrt Ryder, cons\ous of he ^ 
“ Perctval, he must do It hi his f^^ouat ^ and cruelty of 

“ nsh, for, by the law, he cannot le pro- i the affair xi the ^“ f 
“ lec/r/’’ —Gentlemen, if this is not ‘ there for a final result. After a delay ol 

f", .W of ; .1,. H ’Tl? .to b.°cfct 


“ and the other to-morrow, as either in- 
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same time I was told ly a Mr. Hill, he 
tnougbt it would be ujeless my making 
“ furth^^application to Government, and ^ ^ ^ 

that iXsas at full liberty to take suffltf “ family, 

“ measures as I tliought pi'o^^ for redress.y “ the Gr 
“ —Mr. Beckett, the Under Secretary of 
State, confirmed the same, adding, that 
*‘ Mr. Perceval had been consulted, and 
coulchiot allow my petition to come for- 
ward. Thus, by a direct refusal of jus- 


“ tice, with a carie blanche, to act in 
“ whatever manner I thqught proper, were 
“ the sole causes of the fftal catastrophe— 

“ aud fhey hnveetow Id rjiecl op. their own 
“ imfiure condu%t'{^^-^hat has*happened. 

“-rit is a ;nelanv,hoIy fact, that the 

“ warping of justice, including all the va* 

“ rious ramifications in which it operates, 
“ occasions morC misery in the worlds in a 
“ moral s-inse, than all the acts of God in 
“ a phy,sical one, with which he punishes 
“ mankind for their transgressions ; a con- 
“ firmation of which, the single, but strong 
“ instance before you, is one remarkable 
“ proopfr-' —If a poor unfortunate man stops 
-"‘■‘.iiTtriiier upon the highw'ay, and robs him 
“ of a few shillings, he may be called upon 
“ to forfeit his life. But I hr e been lob- 
“ bed of my liberty for years, ill-treated 
“ beyond precedent, torn from iny wife 
“ and family, bereaved of all iiiy property 
“ to make good the consequences of such 
“ irregularities; deprived and bereaved of 
“ every thing that makes life valuable, and 
“ then called upon to forfeit it, because 
“ Mr. Perceval Las been pleased to pa- 
“ troui.se iniquity that ought to have been 
“ pui'iisbed, for the sake of a vote or two 
.^'■'iri the House of Commons, with, per- 

“ ha^ps, a similar good turn elsewhere.- 

“ I# there, Gentlemen,. any comparison 
‘‘ between the enormity of these two of- 
*'fenders? No more than a mite to a 
“ mountain. Yet the one is carried to the 
gallows, while the < other stalks in secu-^ 
“ fanct/ing himself rheyoAd the reach 
“ of law or Justice: the most hoAest man 
^ ’’sujfers, while the other goes forward in 
“ triumph to newAdid more extended enor- 

mities. -We have had a recent and 

striking instance of some unfortunate 
“ tnen, who have been called upon to pay 
“ their liveftas the forfeit of their aliegianoe. , 
in endeavoring to mitigate th£ rigour?, 
“of a pri^.— (Alluding to the recent 
“ Trials Jtr High Treason, at Horsemon- 
“ ger-laneJ.—Bat, pentlemvii, where is 
“ the proportion between the crimes for 
“ which they sufiered, and wll*>t Govern* 
“ ment has been guilty in wl^^lding 
its protectioil from me? in a 

• Vi T i. 




“ Crown case, after years of suflFerings, I 
“ have been called upon to sacrifice 
“ my property, and the welfare of my 
to bolster up the iniquities of 
Grown; and then am prosecuted for 
“ my life,* because f have taken the only 
“ possible alternative to bring the afifair to 
“ a public investigation, for the purpose 
of being enabled to return to the bosom 
“of my family with some degree of cotn- 
“ fort and honour. Every man within the 


“ sound of mw voice must feel for m^jrffu- 
‘^acion; butv’jjfe you. Gentlemen of the 
“ Jury, it must be felt in a peculiar degree, 
“ who are husbands and fathers,, and can 
“ fancy yourselves in my situation.— I trust 
“ that this serious lesson will operate as a 
“ warning to all future Ministers, and 
*“ lead them to do the thing that is right, 
“ as an unerring rule of conduct; for, if 
“ the superior classes were more correct in 
“ their proceedings, the extefisive rainifi- 
“ cations of evil would, in a great raea- 
“ sure, be lienimed up—and a notable 
“ proof of the fat* is, that this Court would 
“ never have been troubled with the ease 
“ before it, had their conduct been guided 

“ by these principles.-^-1 have now oc- 

“ copied the attention of the Court for a 
“ period much longer than «1 intended ; 
“ yet, I trust, they will consider the avv- 
“ fulness of my situati^i (u be a sufliciciit 
’‘‘ground for a trespass, which, under 
“ other circumstancesi) would be inexcu- 
“ sable. , Sdbrter than sufl’er what I have 
“ suffered for tlie last eight years., how- 
“ ever, I should consider five hundred 
“ deaths, if it were possible far liuiuun na- 
“ ture to endu*e them, a fate far more 
“ preli^able. Lost so long to all the eii- 
“ dearrneuts of my family, bereaved of all 
“ the blessings of life, and deprived of its 
greatest sweet, liberty, as the weary tra- 
veller w'ho has long been pelted by the 
“ piiiless storm Welcomes the mucli-de- 
“ sired inn, 1 shall' receive death as the 
“ relief of^ all' my sorrows. I shall not 
“ occupy your attention longer ; but relying 
“ on the justice of God, and submitting 
“ thyself to the dictates of your conscience, 
“ I submit to the fiat of my fate, firmly 
“ anticipating an acquittal from a charge 
so abhorrent to every feeling of my soul." 

After the defence was closed, the Judge, 
Sir Jambs Mansfi(ild, summed up the evi- 
Vience, 'aiid gave his charge to the Jury, 
who, in about ten minutes, brought in a 
verdict,of guiltj^. The Recorder of London 
then proceedAI, m a manner the most so* 
letou that caa be imagined, to pass the 
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terrible sentence of death, and after death, 
ctUling up htf the surgeons, all which the 
prisoner heard with a calm and. unruffled 
countenance, aud without moving a muscle. 

Tills awful ceremony being over, he was 
taken back to the jail; hot, however, to the 
room whereifi he had been before, but to 
one of those dismal places called condemned* 
celts. It was now Friday evening, the 
trial having lasted the whole of the day, 
aud'Mhe prisoner had to live o^ly till the 
next Monday morning at clock; tkai^ 

is to say, only sixly-lhree hours. He had. 
come out of court very much exhausted in 
strength and in a profuse sweat. When he 
came to the cell (which he eyed with some 
surprise) he asked for a di^i of lea; but, 
he wa.s told (and with perfect truth), that 
there was an act of parliament (passed in 
the 25th year of George II.) positively for¬ 
bidding the supplying him with any nou¬ 
rishment other than bread and water, a 
sufficient quantity of which being brought, 
he ate and drank very heartily, and, at the 
proper hour, laid down upon his bed and 
slept soundly till about six o’clock in the 
morning. Tlte Saturday and Sunday he 
passed in the same tranquil state of mind. 

The same act parlianient, which confines 
to bread and water the diet and drink of 
persons condemnetl for murder* also prohi¬ 
bits their being visitW by any body but th^ 
keeper and hij servants. A relaxation is, 

‘however, sometimes allowetU; •and a few 
persons appear, from printed statements, 

.10 have been admitted to Bellingham. On 
Sunday, dbout noon, Mr. Wood., an alder¬ 
man of London, visited in company 
vt'ilh one of the Sheriffs. Mr. Wojd asked 
■ him how he did, to v^Jiich he answered, 

“ as well as a man can do who has nothing 
“ but bread and water to live upon.” He 
added: “ The Government think’ to inli- 
“ midale me ; but they will find themselves 
“ deceived. I*have tltought of all these 
“ circumstances befofe I camefhere.” 

During part of Sunday he was'attended 
by a Clergyman, named Dr. Ford, who is 
what is cajieef the Ordinary of the Prisori^ 
that is to say, the.person who acts as parson* 
to the prisoners. Mr. Bellingham was ver^ 
religious; prayed frequently; and took the 
Sacrament at the hands "of Dr. Ford. He 
frequently confessed his sosr»w for the af¬ 
flictions he had occasioned4nMr. Perceval’s 
family; but, though often pressed updh the 

E oint, he never could be brought to ac- 
nowledge that he had acted wrong in 
taking die life of that Minister,*whom, to 
Ids last breath, he accused of being the 
cause of the melancholy catastrophe. 


• 

On. Sunday I e^enk^, the keeper, Mr* 
Newmaiiy whose gentleness tow^so him 
fiellinghaiu was ffirward w acknow- 
ge, furnishell hiln with pen, ihk, and 
aper, in order to enable him to put into 
iting any thing that he might have to 
communicate. He had now his hardest 
task to perform. The writing to hts wife, 
who and his three children were at Li¬ 
verpool, and whom he was never again to 
see. It was now, as you will feel, that he 
wanted support; jnis was the most trying 
circumstance ofc afL ’and, •in this trying 
circumstance, he w!nw^:^4pl gloomy from 
its 4iue, shape, and s^len^, and rendered 
doubly gloomy by the taper that lighted it. 
Here it was, that, loaded with irons, alone, 
•an ci ia W he hour^f midnight^ with the cer¬ 
tainty that he had only eight or nine hours 
to live, that he took pen in hand to bid 
farewell to his wife and children, which he 
did in these words: 

“ My blessed Mary, 

“ It rejoiced me beyond measure‘T!‘'^bp:’- 
“ you are likely to be well provided for. 
“ lam sure the public at large will parli~ 
“ cipalc in, dhd mitigate your sorrows ; I 
“ assure you, luy love, my sincerest endea- 
“ vours have ever been directed to your 
“ welfare.—As wc shall not meet any 
“ more in this world, I sincerely hope we 
shall do so in the world to come.—My 
“ blessing to the boys, with kind remem- 
“ brance lo Miss Stevens, for whom I have 
“ the greatest regard in consequence of her 
“ uniform affgetion for them, Withwthe 
“ purest of intentions it has always beeif. 
“ my misfortune to be thwarted, raisrejx'e- 
“ serited, and ill used in life ; but, how- 
“ ever, we feel a Ifappy prospect of com- 
“ pcnsatioii, in a speedy translation to life 
eternal.—It’s not possible to be more 
“ calm or placid than I feel, and nine 
“•houBs iDDrev'^ill waTt m^to those happy 
“ shores where bli^is without alloy. 

“Your ever affectionate 

• “ JOHN BgJLLINGHAM. 

“ Sunday night, eleven o’cHick. 


Dr, Ford will forward you my watch, 
“ prayer-book, with a guinea and note.—• 
Once more, dod be with you, fliy sweet 
“jiSfary.—*?7ic public sympathize; much for 
*"me, but I have been called u[}^ to play 
“ au anxious card in life.” 

* After writing this letter, he went calmly 
to bed and to sleep, a.s if nothing extraor¬ 
dinary be expected in the UKipuing. 

While W was sleeping,-preplaratious were 
makingJits execution. And, I#should 
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now observe to you, that|during the Trial, 
on theSfriday, Iraops had been placed in 
rcadinfissl^at no great distonce from JW ^ 
Session# House whe"Ve he wa& tried. Foi 
the time of execution a larger portion ol 
troops appear to have been provided. 
“ The Guards” (amounting to some thou¬ 
sands )*“ were all in motion by fivp o’clock, 
“ and many bodies of military were as- 
“ sembled by six, taking their stations in 
“ convenient places, Imsl likely to excite 
public attention.”"' Wt passing the sen¬ 
tence, the Recorder fol^tlne prisoner, that 
he was to be a place of execu- 

“ tionnot {.MAc’^'^lace of execution 
and, on the Saturday and Sunday, it was 
given out, in many of the public prints, 
that the executA)n*was to tfike plac^ci».^a- 
lace YaKi, that is, just by the Houses of 
Parliament, and at tw'o miles distance from 
the jail ol Newgate, which giving-out was 
evidently intended to draw off*tlie people 
from the real place of execution, which 
was cjpsE by t he jail. 

will naturally ask, “why all these 
“ precautions; and especially, why a mili¬ 
tary force to aid in the exec||jtioa of a man 
“ condemned for murder?' I have al¬ 
ready given you some account of the beha¬ 
viour of the people assembled round tl)e 
parliament-house. The same spirit inani 
fcsied itself in several parts of the country; 
When the news arrived at Nottingham (the 
cnitital ol Nottinghamshire), great crowds 
are said to have assembled, and the joy of 
the people is said tp have been expressed 
by tire ringing of the church"bells, making 
^ of bonfires, shouting. See. See. The re- 
joibing at this place was, it appears, put an 
end to, or, at least, inter,rupted, by the call¬ 
ing out of soldiers to disperse the people. 
In several other parts of the kingdom, open 
demonstrations of the same spirit have beerr 
stated to have been shewp, especially ju 
Leicester (the "capitalj^^^f keicestefthire), 
and at Truro, not far irom the bund's End 
in Gornwaii. In London it was stated, 
that there wer,e Written against the walls^ 
“ Rescue Belliiighatn, or die while some 
persons were sending threatening letters to 
■ the Prince, of Wales (now the Reg’eru) 
himself,* and to him through his Secr^ryt 
Colonel M'Mahon. Two of riiese leNvrs 
(forther^iay have been more) have b^n 
published by the Goveramem, accompanied 
with an offer of a reward^for discoverin* 
the offender. The’w'hole of this publica¬ 
tion was as follows : 


• Courier, lath 



“ Whitehall, May 19", 1812. 

“ Whereas it has been humbly repr^- 
“ senied to his Royal Highness the Prince 
“ Regent, titat the following anonymous 
“ threatening Letters have been sent to the 
“ Right Hon. Coiorifel M'Mahon. 

“ “ Provisions cheaper— Bread or Blood 
—Tell your Master he is a Damn'd un- 
feeling Scoundiel, and if he don’t attend 
“to the alcove, Death shall be his portion, 
“ and that\soori, it’s come to the jy&int 
“ flow, and\tts. are determined to strike 
“ the decisive blow. 

“ May 12, 1812. “ Vox Populi.” 

“ Addressed to Colonel M‘Mahon, 

“ Garltou House, Pall Mall. 

“ “ Geoi'ge Prince of Wales. Take 
“ care of yourself for your Life is in dan- 
“ ger, you shall meet the same fate as 
“ Mr. Perceval if Billengliall is hung be- 
“ fore this reaeh you. You blackguard 
“ you shall be shot before three months is 
“ elapsed if Billengliall k hung you shall 
“ be shot as Sure as I remain, an Enemy 
“ to all the damned Royal Family.” 

“ Addressed to his Royal High- 
“ ness the Prince Regent. 

“ With Speed. Windsor. 

“ His Royal Highness, lor the better, 
“ apprelienc)^ing and bringing to justice the 
“ persons concerned ii? writing and sending 
** the anoiiymous letters above-mentioned, 
“ is hereby pleased^ in the name and on ■ 
“ the b'ehalf of his Majesty, to promise his 
“ Majesty's most gracious p.irdoii to any, 
“ one of them (except the person who ac- 
“ tually wrote' the said letters) who shall 
“ discover his, her, or the*:- accomplice 
“ or‘ac£oinplices tluerein, so that he, shej 
“ or they may be apprehended and con- 
victed thereof. R. RYDER. 

I “ And, as a further encouragement, a 
“ reward of One 'Ihousand Pounds is 
“ hereby ‘ offered cto any person making 
“ sucltdiscovery as aforesaid (except as is 
“ belore*excepted), to be jiaid on the con- 
“ viction of any one or more of the ‘of- 
p'- lenders by llie Right HOn, Jthc Lords 
Commissiouers of his. Majesty’s Trea- 
sury.” 

You will easily guess how great the 
alarm of the goverument must have been 
to have made., them resolve upon giving 
these I letters tfo* the world in an official 
fornf !*- Before they did this, they must 
have had very good reason for believing, 
that the letters spoke the seiuiinents of 
more than one or two or three people! 
Hence all the precautions as lo JroopSj as 



MAY 23, 18l2,—“£eUingfiam's 7"'rial and £xectUi<m. 


{670 


to not clearly designating the place of ex¬ 
ecution^ and many otlier precautions taken 
upon this occasion. To any of the reflec¬ 
tions, naturally excited by the existence of a 
necessity for sucii precautions, i«shall not 
give way. It is hard* to restrain myself; 
but, I am engaged in a narrative of mere 
facts, and will not suffer myself to be* 
drawn into an expression of feelings and 
opinions. 

While the troops were marching to their 
stations ; while hundreds^ .pji special c««i-» 
stables, sworn in for the occasion, were 
flocking to the scene of death; while the 
carpenters’and smiths were, from half-past 
two o’clock in fhie morning, disturbing the 
'neighbourhood with their theadful prepa¬ 
rations, he, wim was the cause of all this 
anxiety and turmoil, was sleeping sound in 
his cell, and, “ upon being called between 
“six and seven, said he ^was called loo 
“ soon.” In about an hour afterwards, 
the two Sherifls, Messrs. Birch and Hey- 
CATE, accompanied by the Lord Mayor of 
London and about twenty tnher persons, 
chiefly of the nubility, who liad, it seems, 
obtained pernflssion to be present upon this 
occasion, came to the prison and went into 
the yard into •which the door way to Bel- 
Wngham’s cell opens. He soon afterwards 
came out with Dr. Ford ; and, it being a 
very wet morning, lie, looking up, said^ 
with perfect •coolne;^, “ Ah! it rains 
■“ hard I" He then [says 6h* published 
account which I now follow), by 3esire of 
one of the Turnkeys, placed his foot firmly 
upon an anvil, in order to have his irons 
struck off', which were undbiymonly heavy. 
"While the nfan was striking the bolts out, 
he repeatedly said—‘“mind, mind—take 
“ care, take care,^' as if feeling pain from 
the blows of the hammer. Frequently he 

looked up to the sky.-In kn&ckiiig off 

his irons, the man who performed that 
office, at one tltae experienced ihuch diffi¬ 
culty in driving the*rivettrd bolts through 
one of the rings which encircled* his feet; 
upon which Bellingham, with the greatest 
composure, s5id ,to him—“ strike in th^ 
“ centre, and mpre firmly, and then you' 
“will accomplish it.”—Wliile this w;!^ 
doing, he several limes eyed, Ihe Koblemen 
and, Genllenun who wefe standing round, 
with great steadiness, and ivifh a dignified 
air. —His. face possessed* tie same cha¬ 
racter and colour as-'en Friday *dbring 
his trial—No emotions of fear or compunc¬ 
tion were visible. After he was liberated 
from his fetters, he returned ‘quickly, but 
not at all hurriedly, into the room, when 
m^st of the spectators in the yard 


retired into atx>t|^er adjoming, at the re-i 
quest of the Lord Mayor, who ^ith the 
riff's and |ve or six oth«' persons, 
enl into tlfe'roora, when the fallowing 
ommuiiication with the Prisoner took 
]}lace. Mr. Sheriff Birch, after some pre¬ 
vious remarks applicable to it, said,-v“ The 
“ public mind, Mr. Bellingham, ftquires 
“ to be satished upon a most important 
“ point, whether any other person was in 
“ any degree connected with you in this 
“ dreadful deed,jmd whether it was per- 

“ petraled on «n*.pbhiic ground ?”- 

Bellingham, who firmly, and 

vvijK), with anunaltei^Cf^tenance, atten¬ 
tively and respectfully listened to what was 
said, replied in a firm tone of voice, 

•“ GvM^inly ndt.”- Sh£1^iff Hevgate. 

“ —“ Then it was your own affiiif—it was 
“ from personal resentment.”—Bellingham 
appeared hurt at the latter expression ; and 
after repeating the words—“ personal re- 
“ sentineut,” with an indignant, or rather 
dignified tone, said, “ I bore no resentment 
“ to Mr. Perceval as a man—and as a>iiikn 
“ I am sorry for his fate. I was referred 
“ from Minister to Minister, from Office to 
“ Office, and at lengtli refused redress for 
“ my grievances. It was my own suffer- 
“ ings that caused the melancholy event; 
“ and I hope it will be a warning to future 
Ministers, to attend to the applications 
“ and prayers of t^se who suffer by op- 
“ pression. Had my Petition becnbrouglit 
“ into Parliament, this catastrophe would 
“ not have happened., 1 am sorry for the 
“ suflTerings I have caused to Mr. Perceval's 

“ family and friends.”-Mr. 'Sheriff 

Heygate. —“ It would be right they 
“ should know yoq feel so much regret.”#-- 
Bellingham. —“ You may communicate 
“ it — I wish them to know it.” —Sheiuff 
•Heygate. —“ I hope you feel deep contri ¬ 
bution Jor the dieed ?'\ -Upon which the 

prisoner, Sssufnin^.£n attifbde of consider¬ 
able dignity) said, rhope, Sir, I Jeelasa 

“ man ought to do .” -Sheuiff H^y-* 

GATE.—“ You know, tl^tto take away the 
“ life of a man unlawfully, is a heij^ous 
“ cjime,”— Bellingham. —“ The Scrip- 

“ tures, you kiipw, Sir, say thlt.”-- 

SjjERiFF Heygate. —“ I hope "j-ou have 


‘Wmade your peace with God, and that by 
‘^your repentance you will meet the Al- 
“ mighty with a pure soul.”- Belling¬ 

ham. —“ No (j(ic can jnesumc to do ihat, 
Sir. No mortal can be pure in his 
“ sight ; onU^ our Saviour went from this 
“ world his jfresence with a pure spi- 
“ lit.” YHere he seemed desirous of quit- 
“ ting til'r^ll^om to meet his fate, turn- 
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« i„r to the Sheriffs, ll^ * mild but firm thatjhey proceed from thfe very bottom 
torn: sIW, GentkroeB, fam quiteready." of the sodl. After hangrag an hour (being 
Hehi^ «owto shew himfelf to the pi*^ , the usual time) _the body was cut down, 
lie for the last time ;* and heMW it withfthd and, as u su^ from the sight of the peo- 

■ ■ ■ pie, a considerable number exclaimed, 
“ Bellingham for A^er !”- - “ So anxi- 


same calmness and inirepidity, which ha 
marked his conduct in e\-ery stage of th 


last week of his life. He went from the “ ous, it is stated, were many persons 
jail do* to the scaffold (only a fqw paces), to possess some reUc of the deceased, 
which he mounted (about ten feet from the “ that the great coat m which he was ex- 
jrround) with a firm step; with a counter “ ccuted has been sold for ten founds^ and 

^ ' r .1 _i_._I..I U..* •«#v << ♦kni- ntirtc: nf Kj«i r1ri»Qa liavp. 


tentively at the peo{rteJtvrfio were assem- “taut.” “It is a singular tact, Mys 
bled to tlw zvabhid^L^irkY thousands, who another public print, “ that after the borly 
filled die oppo,s.itfe^hidows and the para- “ of Bellingham was opened, it was no- 

^ .r.i_I__ ....J that bic lipnrt rrtnliniif>rl tn nerforin 


pets of the houses, and who, notwithstand¬ 
ing an almost continual heavy rain, crowd- 


ticed that his heart continued to perforin 
its functions, qr in other words, to be 


ed the sort of tifeuigle whiclfthe stretswfcere“ alive four hours after he was laid open, 
form, a?> thick as they could well stand “ The expanding and contracting powers 
upon the ground. The prisoner was ac- “ continued perceptible till one o’clock in 
compauied on the scaffold by the ordinary “ the day; a proof of the steady, undis¬ 
and the executioner, the former of whom “ mayecl character w'hich he preserved to 
now asked him if he had any thing more to “ the last gasp. It is said of some men, 
say; ffihen he again began his complaints “that the heart dies widiiti them, but 
aWJml^ussia; but, being reminded that he “here the energies remained when life 
had nothing more to think about in this “ was extinct.” 

world, and being a.skecl liqw be felt, lie Thus, my friend, have I ^ven you what 
answered, “ lliat he thanked God for hav- I am convinced is a perfectly true account 
“ ing enabled him to meet his fate with so of this memorable transacthin. I have 
“ much fortitude and resignation.” After contuied myself to a bare narrative of facts' 
this, the executioner was proceeding to pul! and I have, to the best of my knowledge 
down the cap (which is put on upon such and ability, placed tliise facts before you 
occasions) over Belli'f^gham’s face, against in their true light. , 4s to ‘he act of as- 
which the latter is said to have remonstrat- sassinalipn,. in it.self considered, let who’ 
oil, wishing, apparently, to die without his will be its object, it cannot fail to excite 
I'ace being liidden. ■ This wish, however, honor in every mind not inured to blood; 
couW not, without violating'b general rule, and, notwithstanding the demonstrations 
be complied with, and the executjoner pro- of the people (If England upon this oc- 
ceeded to pull down the cap. It was now, casion, I am persuaded, that they have as 
afrthe moment that he was going out of the great'a horror at lift; shedding of blood as 
world; at the moment when he was ex- have the people of Pennsylvania them- 
peeling every breatii to be his last, that his selves. 

cars were saluted with, “ Ood ble&s ^ou That you and your’s and all our friends 
God bless you! G^d Alrmghty bless yot^! may enjoy evtry earthly blessing, and, 
“ *God Almighty bless mu !^ issuing from above allj thiit you may c&ntinue to enjoy 
the lips of thousands.* It has btffin said, in and jmlly Id prize thStgreatest of all bicss- 
“*the London news-papers, that these bene- ings, LIBERTY, without which life is^not 
dictions were u’.td-ed by about twenty per- worth having, and of which I have (ibr 
so/|s. I, my friend, tell foa the truth, .^ou know what) so tong be^n wholly de- 
when I say, that the whole assemblage prived, is the sincere prayer of your 
/eared, St least, to have but one voice; and ftiend, 

when I* tell you, that the earnest^ the W**. COBBETT. 

anxious, the heart-rending looles, together Slate Prison, Metdgale, 
with the sound of the'mice, with which Friday, Vld M'ty, 1842. 
tliese bfessiiigs were pronounced, proved ► - 


Pubiisbed by BAGSH.4W, Biydges-Street, Covent-Gardem 

LOMSON: PiV^ by J. M'Creery, Bi^ Horsa-Court, Fleet-street. 
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“ It ww niy own s^erings th#t cause*] the meiaiieholy event j end 1 hope it will be a warning 
to future ministers, to attend to the app]ic(t(ioBS and prayers of those who suflhr by oj^preasion.’* 
—BKLiiiNGHAM'a dying words. 


TO THE • • 

PRINCE REGENT, 

On TjiE Case or Mr. Beelingham, 

And on certain circumstances conu^cUd. 
with, and growing out%afy the aU for 
which he lui^recendly suffered daaJth. , 

Letter L 

Sir, , 

The letters, which I, shoic time ago ad- < 
dressed to your Royal Highness, have, I 
am inclined to believe, produced a due 
share of eflect, and this belief encourages 
me to address you again. The subject upon 
which I tliea wrote was of great import¬ 
ance ; but, that, upon which 1 now propose 
to write, is <d far greater importance. 

. Your IloyS Highness has, I perceive, 
been advised to cause to be publi^ied cer¬ 
tain anonymous L<itiers, threatening you 
witli death, yfhich treasure of puhlicati^ 
shevvs iJiat those letters are jp^ked upon in 
a very serious light; that tliey coiftain me-' 
nacc.s no't to be despised; that, in short, 
your advtsers look upon your person as in 
some danger from the per.sons sending the 
said ihieatsr At such a time, Sir, it wifi 
not be thought impevfinent, I Ishpf, it 1 
presume to oB'er your Royal Highness such 
advice as appears to roe likely to be useful 
to you. If iny advice had been 'taken, on,' 
the former subject, we should not now be 
menaced wiili »n Amerjpar. war ; and, if it 
be taken on U^is subject, vje may, perliaps, 
avoid some, at least, of the manyond awful 
calamiiits which now api>ear tej be almost 
inevitabli^. *VVitIi tliis persuasion in mj' 
mind, 1 shall procetfd respectfully to subi 
mit to you my observations; I. On the Case 
•of Mr. Bellingham., that is to say, on the 

nature and grounds of his complaint vH. 
On the Liberty of the Pr^s, as applicable ^ 
to this case ; HI. On ib^condiKt of the' 
People upon tivc OcQasio'i; attd iV, On 
the grams (o.ihe family of Mr. Peyccval. 

I. 0« (he Case of Mr. Bellingb^, as 
.described by himsell, the ohscryatiftn of 
the whole nation has been, that it w'as a 


very cruel case, jfrhat he was an English 


he received ail the protection that was due 
to him, U another c}ue»tion, and it is a 
qyiyuion w'hicfr 1 shall tfbl decide upon. 
The aUegations, however, on »hi.s part, 
were, that Ije was unjustly imjarisoned and 
detained in prison, in Rus.sia, for several 
years; he*states that he was, in one case, 
iosprisoned because he refused to pay two 
thousand rubles, and, that it wa.3 after-, 
wards acknowledged that he did not owe 
them. If this were so, the ituprisoiunent 
was false and the act tyrannical, and he 
was entitled to protection. Lord G.L. 
Gower [since the death of Mr. BeUingham) 
lias written and caused to be pub) ished a 
letter in vindication of hh own conduct and 
.that of the Consul; but, to say nothing of 
the circumstance ^ the other- party not 
being alive to aiigwer them, Lord Gower, 
in stating that -Mr. Bellingham was impri¬ 
soned dor the debt or ;J,000 rubles', does not 
say a word about the charge ever hJvinjg 
been acknowledged to Ite a jfhfft'i; o'ne; and, 
yet, it is next Co impossible not to beReve 
j that this w'as the (jase. Indeed, this leuer 
of Lord Gower does noiliing, in my opi¬ 
nion, eiiher in the way of self-e.'cciilpation, 

► or in that of inculpation against Mr. Bel- 
Ijngham. Tljp deckirations of ihe two 
parties aft ajjpeuftd to, esch :t)iljer. Mi-. 
Bellingham says 1« was neglected, and 
abandoned (o llie scourge of tyranny; Lord 
Gower says he was nW; .and, it must be 
I left to the world to judge Iwt ween tlietjt. 

But, Sir, ther.e appears to be certain no¬ 
tions prevalent, as relating to Mr, Belling- ' 
Jiauys claim to protection in Russia, iviMcii. 
notions appear to me to call loudly for cen¬ 
sure. It lias beOM said ^by those w -o are 
seldom too wis^ that lie tihi/hirsomi 
•to Lord G. L. Gower liis f.'i nf- 
Jair was notliiug to our L't'b.assador : that 
he chose tom to Rn-ssia, and to pu, hi.u, 
self under-tlie Rfissiau go-verinueui, and 

that lie must take the cunsafuences. This 

• • 
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notion. Sir, is not easily reconcUeable witb Tills, fir, Is 

-- nf M^nfling Ei^Madors afld 1^(1 ^0 ^*7 

cpunmes, especially ; nisters and ':Gop«i^ in 1808 . * 

T,bis was t&e sttiil llii^ -iniM 
this purpose. It ujay hive' ^i^r/^aieii since 
1808 , Utou^ that is not very prdbable ; 
but, at any rate, ft is a tnopstrous stun. 

It is a sum about sufficient to aiibrd 40 
shAlings to each Fanaily of manufacturers in 
the kingdom. It is, surely, Sir, a sum for 
wiiich the na{;ion, yrho pays, it, have a good 
right to expect some services in return. If 
any oaie bad, in the year 1808, or at any 
other time, complained of the immense ex¬ 
pense of this diplomatic body, the answer 
would have been, that it was necessary, 
amongst other things, for the protection of* 
the interests of English merchants trading 
to foreign countries. This is certainly one 
of the grounds that would have been Stated 
for so heavy an expenditure. Aud, this 
being the case, I,am sure thar your Koyal 
Highness will perceive, that every com¬ 
plaint on the part of an Englishman, made 
to our Embassadors (or other Ministers) or 
Consuls, in foreign countries, ought to be 
diligently attended to, and, if possible, im¬ 
mediately redressed; that this is amongst 
the most important duties of such public 
ministers ; and that, a neglect,uf such du¬ 
ties is a crime equal to that of any magis- " 
trate who neglects to render justice to com¬ 
plainants at home. AD to the expense of 
our foreign ministers pi this particular case, 
Lord G. L. Cower, who was an Embassa ¬ 
dor, was paid, while in Russia, at .the rate 
of upwards of 12,000 a year: his se¬ 
cretary, Mr. Charles Stuart, at the rate of 
about £ 1,800„ a* year; aud Mr. Shairp, 
the Conspl, at the rate of .£ 1,\)00. This, 
was a large sum of nfuney for the nation to 
pay for .foreign agents in only one country; 
and, for this sum of money it had a right, 
<and ever/ individual of it had a right, to 
expect some services. But, the expense is, 
in all probability, very far'* from stopping 
here; for, it Is % general rule to give to all 
these fortign Ministers, Secretaries, and 
Consuls, /leRsions for life; and to such as 
Ifave been Embassadoisi veyy largebpensions. 
I have not, at hand, the 'means of knowing 
vThether l^rdG.L, Gower and Mr. Shairp 
have been pensioned in the usual way; 
but, if they have,‘ the cost of their services 
for the year k8P8 may, in the end, be tei^ 
times ihe amonit-of their salaries. Again, 
tKerefove, I beg leave to pbserve, that the 
natbn, and every individual of the nation, 
had a (all ri^lit to expect great services at 
their hands,'and that it is a gross insult to 


Consuls into 

when it is d«he at ad hnn^dil expense 
Mr. &ellin|ham, by entering lh€ teriritoi|^ 
of Russia, did not get rid of his obligations 
of allegimce to the King, and, of course, 
he did not thereby forfeit his right to ali 
the proleStion which the treaties l^etis^een 
England and Russia warranted our govern¬ 
ment in giving him. It is an old and an 
incontrovertible maxim, r that protection 
and allegiance go hand ia|<hand; that one 
cannot be withom the'odnirs and, as no 
pne will pretend,^jdse4»iiP’would «ot have 
been treason for llff. B&fiingham, while in 
Russia, to have plotted the death of the 
King; so, no one can pretend to deny, that 
he was entitled to'Ihe'protectiofl of the rSjMPft. 
sentative of that King. He did not put 
himself under the Russian government. 
He was still under his own government. 
He had only to conform to the iaiiis of Rus¬ 
sia; but, if he did not violate those, he 
ought not to have been suRered to remain a 
moment at the mercy of any governor in 
Russia, or even at that of the Emperor. 
Merchants and Mariners are, by our laws, 
encouraged to tride abroad; anc-, this is, 
surely, for the supposed benefit of the na¬ 
tion; but, then, protection is due to them 
while in pursuit of that trade, else who 
would engage in it ? Why else have we 
commercial treaties ; w^iy resident Embas¬ 
sadors and Consuls? The siinis which 
these cost the nation do not amount to a 
trifle. In the year, 1808, the year in 
w)iich the alleged grievances* of iir, 
lingham appear to have reached tbcir ut¬ 
most point; in that year tiiere were paid 
out«of the taxes vailed upon tlie people of 
this count ry. 

To Embassadors . , i:21,03l 15 2 

To Envoys Extraordinary! 

and Mitiisiers Plenipo- ^ 2‘?,9S8 ^ 0 
tonliary ‘ « 


lir^ 1,628 


..,^0 Envoys Extraordinary - 

j[o Ministers Pleniyoientiary 2,0^16 
To a Resident i *. , . 1,334 
To ^cretaries of Legation 4^!>60 
Consuls . • . . .1 152 


0 

0 

0 

7 

0. 


• . 73,710 

Besides wWch there was") 
paid, in me Same yeary'j 
in pensuans to /o/e/o- V 67,580 
rergn ministers, the sum | 
of . 


a 9* 


0 0 


131^08 


3 ' , 2 



the ci i^i iroidiese^atess of 

^ Lorii'Q. L. Co^r, and 
*io say, asflotne’persons have, (hat the pri¬ 
vate interests; and safet)' of the former ought 
not (o'he considered as any concern of the 
latter. r, ', ' * " ■ 

The same sort of notion, however, ap¬ 
pears to have been entertained by sonje 
persons with regard to the duty, in this 
case, of the Executive Government at home. 
It has been asked, “whot the*governtnent 
here could have to do with this man’s 
“treatment in Russia;'' and it has betn 
observed, “ tiiat, if the government were 
to attepd to the complaints that every one 
‘ ‘ cliooses to make to it, it would have 
“ enough to do.” Such (Questions and ob¬ 
servations argue a profound ignorance of 
the duties of if government, or a desire to* 
disguise the truth. In answer to the ques¬ 
tion, '* what the government here could 
have to clh with Mr. Bellingham’s treat- 
“ ment in Russia” it is only necessary to 
observe, that Mr. Bellingham was an Eng¬ 
lishman, owing allegiance to the King; 
but, it may further be ob.served, that, in 
many cases, the treatment of individuals 
by a foreign state has been the cause, 
not only of the interference of their govern¬ 
ments, but 04 long and bloody wars. The 
‘Spanish war at ihe close of the administra¬ 
tion of Sir Robert Walpole aYose out of the 
ill-treatment of iddividual Englishmen; 
and, in the t%se of !be merchants tradmg. 
to the American colonies (tTofv States), it- 
is notorious tliat their claims on American 
creditors* in the recovery of which they 
were obstructed by laws passed in several 
of the States; it is notorious that these 
claims have been the subject of sewesal ne- 
gociations; that they liave been the cause 
of leading articles in treaties; that Com¬ 
missioners have been appointed (or the in- , 
vestigation of them; and, that the assertion* 
of these claims have, more’than .once, been 
the cause of wtiat was liearly, approaching 
to war. It appears, theteiore,^ that the 
government here had something to do with 
the alleged wrongs of Mr. Bellinghan^. 
And, indeed, what* is the business of a 
government, if it be not its business to at¬ 
tend to the complaints of those, who have 
no means of redress in courts of law ? The 
end of all government, is, the good of those 
who agree to live under it ;»dhd, what|food: 
is there without proleUto0;^ with^t the ' 
means of obtaining a redress of wrongs? 

It may be said, that Mr. Bellingham had, 
in fact, experienced no wrong. That is a 
question which we are not in a State to de- 


ctde, asvre mighthavibeeitiflttsciisie^si^ '> 
been iiivestigat^. And, h beseech, 
your Royal Higtuiess to observe, that the • 
complaint ^f^Mr. fieliinghaor against the 
g<wernmcat, was, not that ihejf re/used 
him money, as a reported speech ol your ' 
minister, Lord Gastlereagh, represented it. 
This was not his complaint; but, Jiis com¬ 
plaint W'as, that he could obtain no Aeai-iw^; 
no inve$lig^ion: Uo trial , of his claim. 
He complained, that lie was biindied about 
from office to orte, from Secretary to Se¬ 
cretary; and, tl^t be could obtain nothing 
like investigation any wht^xe. He asserted 
this over and over being the cause, * 

and the sole cause, of tli^act for which he 
has suffered death. He said, that he had . 
take^/Ae only way that^was left him of 
ntSkfng his case known loathe wgrld. He 
said, that he had petitioned your Royal 
Highness ; that he had been referred to the 
privy-council; that he had applied to the 
Secretary of State ; that he had laid a peti¬ 
tion before members of parliament, in order 
to get it presented; that they had told him 
that he must obtain the consent of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to have it pre¬ 
sented ; thjirfie thus went with a petition 
to the C^ncellor of the Exchequer, to be 
pcrmjtt^ to petiiioii a member of parlia¬ 
ment to present his petition to the House of 
Commons! He seems to have explored* 
the Right of Potion” to its utmost 
bounds! He, hoover, failed at last; he 
could not obtain Hr. Perceval’s penuiasion 
to get a member to present his petition; 
arid, nut ten piinutes before he expired, 
declared, that, “had my petiUon beCn 
“ brought into parliament, (bis catastroplie 
“ would not have h’appened.” * 

II. But, Sir, there is another considera¬ 
tion of great moment connected with tliis 
transaction; and that is, the slate of Ike 
press. It is notorious, that, since Mr. Per¬ 
ceval .bet^maibiuiui'ter, ^ate prosecuiioiis 
lor what is callMhave increased far 
beyoud all former example. The discus, 
sions in parliament, in \hc winter of 1811, 
placed this fact out of dispute. The fears 
that have prevailed amongst all those*ivIio 
have wished to speak the truth of the pub- • 
lie conduct of p*ublic men are hardly to be 
‘desefibed- As to the Press, it has been 
“ lAe reign of terror," Mr. Sellinghain, 

1 doubt not, endeavoured to mal^ his case 
^known throughjihe press; but I am sure he * 
would Bnd no roan in all England s^uut 
enough to publish., it, though the truth of . 
every word VerC'^vvorn to; for, Sir, ac¬ 
cord ipg to the present niaxqn of law, (he 
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iruik of a publicatioa is no jastiRcation, 
and, indeAl, such a jostiRcarlonwill not be 
listened to. BeUinjhany' had i)ub- 

Hshed his case agreeabt]^ to hit defence, ijt 
tvould have abused Lord G. L. Cowei- anti 
hlr. Shairp of neglect ojdulyy and (as de¬ 
termined in the case of Lord St. Vincent 
against M*. Heriot) to accuse a public func¬ 
tionary inour country of neglect of 'duty is 
to accuse him of a crime, and is, therefore, 
a libel. Upon this very around Mr. He- 
» 10 T, late proprietor of tftrt Sun and True 
Briton, was imprisoned'foi six months for 
publmhing a parjl^|aj|^ accusing’JLord St. 
Vincent and the Ao^u^Mty of negligence in, 
not sending out convoys or cruizers, in pro¬ 
per time, to the Eastern seas. After this, 
there was no pul^sher who veould vemMC^; 
to put forth a case like that of Mr. Relling- 
hain, or, at least, such a case as he alleged 
his to be. 

1 beseech you, tlibi, Sir, to pause here 
fur a moment, and to consider in what de¬ 
gree the death of Mr. Perceval may be rea¬ 
sonably, ascribed to this state of the press. 
Mr. Bellingham’s great desire was to obtain 
publicity oi his wrmigs. He ss.icl most dis¬ 
tinctly, several times over, tliatfche coiii- 
snitterl the act, because he found that 
was the otdy way he had left of obluining a 
public discussion of his case. Now, Sir, 
if he had had a free press open to him ; if 
Jje had found the press Vady to receive and 
promulgate liis coniplan^ ; if he had had 
this method open to itiih of making his 
Wrongs known to the world, it is likely 
that he would thereby iiave been satisRed, 
or‘, at least, ajtpeased so far as to have pve- 
\eni(fd him li^mi doing what,he (fid. If 
he Ipicl found an opening through the press, 
he would have seen his affair discussed. 
That discussion migfit have produced him 
the redress he demanded; or, it might have 
IModticcd in his min4,a conviction that hii^ 
claiip upon gotericment war well found- 
' cd; or, failing in boilufhese, it wfcould, at 
any rate, have alloi ded him tlie satisfaction 
of knowing, tha^ the vforld was'niadcac-. 
<]uainted with his suffeHiigs, and with what 
he dfciued the wrongs dUne him by govern- 
iKcni,; and he would have had the consol a- 
ttgn to btdieve, tltat the public comxtlise-. 
iMterl liis case. Eitlier of these ^eilects of 
publicatiou teiglu, aitd, alt human pro- 
^ habjlity, would, have prevented that which 
he himself catlct), the fat^l catastrophe. 
But, trafortuttatelyi* Be had no chanuef 
through which to luaie kiiowji his case to 
1 lie coinnt y. Thei e waai no piCss open to 
him; or, if hefound sonicTiteautioufprinter 

‘ f . 


and bookseller to send forth his complaint 
in a pamphlet, he saw himself liable to • 
heavy fine, long sureties, pillory, and, long 
imprisonment, and, perhaps, in a distant 
jail and a soljjtary cell, without any justifi¬ 
cation being permitted to be grounded upon 
the truth of what he might publish. He 
had tasted too much qf prisons not to prefer 
certain death to such an experiment. 

If you see this in the light that I do. 
Sir, you wilTnot fStT to be upon your guard 
against any one who would persuade you, 
tha't to stifle the press is the way to secure 
the peace and happiness of (he country. 
All Essay, published by me at the outset of 
the Inquiry into the conduct of the Duke of 
York, in the year ^809, when numerous 
Ex-Officio Informations h^ been filed 
against the press, contained a passage, 
whicli I hope I shall be excused for now 
repeating, in llie hope that your Royal 
Highness will deehi it worthy of attention : 

“ it is an observation that can have escaped 
“ no man, that despotic gdTvernraents have 
“ never tolerated free discussion on politi- 
“ cal matters. The reason is plain : their 
“ deeds will not bear^he display of reason 
“ and the light of truth. But, what has 
“ been the invariable consequence? The 
“ sudden final destruction of lliose govern- 
inents. Th§ flame of discontent is smo- 
‘‘thered, not extinguished; the embers 
“ 'are still alive, the i^jilcrials^ drying, the 
‘‘ tninbustib^es^ engendering; some single 
accidental spark, from within or without, 
“ at last communicates the desfructivc 
‘‘ principle, and down comes the pile, 
‘‘ crumbling upon the heads of its posses- 
‘‘ sors. Let Tree discussion taks its course, 
‘‘ and,"as‘you procet^, abuses and corrup- 
‘‘ tions are done away, redross, from time 
‘‘ to time, is obtained; or, at the very 
a‘,‘ least, the breast of the injured and indig- 
‘‘ nant is unloaded. But, punish men for 
‘‘ writing plainly, jjnd theyawill resort to 
metaphoror-fable; punish them fur that, 
‘‘and they wilf tale; punish them for 
‘‘ that, and they will whisper; and, ^t 
“tevery Stage of restriction, they will, by 
‘^tlreir additional bitterness; shew, that; 
‘‘ io the feeling of public, is added the feei- 
“ ing «f personal injury, a/nd also of per- 
sonal resentment." I expressed a hope, 
that argument like these would have 
weight, with Perceval and his col- 
1 leagues*. Tl’sy ttad no weiglu. The press 
has Leeii dealt with in a manner that I need 
not describe ; but, Sir, have harmony, 
puc^ and,.safety been the consequence? 
Hus the naiion dei ived any very striking 
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benefit from seeing its affairs m the hands 
•of a late Attorney General ? And can any 
man point us oitt the salaury effects of wJiat 
has been going on, for the last five years, 
against the press ? • 

There are few things that fill men with 
more resentment than the being forbidden 
to speak or wrKe the truth as to pubftc 
matters, in which every roan has an inte¬ 
rest. St. Paul says^oM^ I Jcept silence 
“ even from good words, though it was 
pain and grief to me." Every inan»feels 
resentment against those, be they who they 
may, that compel him to bold his tongue, 
when he*neither utters, nor wislies to utter, 
more than the truth.. Every such man 
longs for the time when Ifb may unlock his 
lips with safety; and, if he ever see that 
time, is it at all wonderful that he seldom 
fails to remember the past? I think your 
Royal Higlmess will say jhat it is not; and 
that you will be of opinron, that, to con¬ 
vince a man, that he is never to dare lo 
speak the truth under any given system, is 
to do all that can be done to- make him re¬ 
gardless of consequences in his endeavours 
to procure a*change of that system. These 
are reasons which ought to weigli, and, in 
my opinion^)ought to be, at once, decisive 
in favour of a free press, in every country 
in the world; but, at any-rate, I hope I 
may rely upon t^ir having their due* 
weight witli your^toyal Highness. We 
have just witnessed the fat*l •effects of re; 
senlmertl pent up in the breast of a single 
complainant. 1 hope and trust, that your 
Royal rfighness, in your selection of future 
servants, svill have it eitpaciaiiy in view to 
prevent th£ existence of similar ,feqjings in 
the breast of the masS-of the people. 

III. The conduct of the people upon this 
occasion is well worthy of the attention ol 
your Royal Highness; I shallj thereforet 
first, shortly describe what that conduct has 
been. It haS been elated in the public 
prints, that the people,* wlien assembled 
near the Houses of Parliament, *jlist as Air. 
Bellingham was about to be taken to prison, 

, uttered shouts of ap^tlause, and shewed sSch 
a strong disposition in favour of him, that 
it was not thought safe to attempt to ftke 
him to prison without the assistance of a* 
troop of horse soldiers,*and even with them 
not till miduight; that they expressed their 
satisfaction at what he hid done, and that 
one in particular was taken into ci&fody faf 
saying, “I’ll fire off my gun to-morrow. 
“ I-did not think there had been Eng- 
iisbman left with such a heairt. He could 
not have killed a greater rascal." It has 
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been stated,'aiid, indeed, it is ypry noto¬ 
rious, that the news of the death of Mr, 
Perceval excited demonstratiilhs of joy, the' 

X t liQeqilidbcal, anfongst the pebple in se¬ 
ll of the most populous parts of Eng¬ 
land; that at Noitingham the church bells 
were nmg, at Lfcicesier there was a supper 
and songs, at Slieffitld there were sheep 
roasted whole ; that, in short, the shouts in 
Palace-Yard were but a signal for popu¬ 
lar rejoicing though the country. It is 
equally notorion, that, while the trial of 
Mr. Belliqghsnr\va*s goiti^ on, troops were 
in readiness at no^eesdistance; and tliaj;, 
*milar precaution:i^ere*taken at the lime 
of his execution. Lastly, it iS notorious, 
that he died amidst the blessings of the 
great'mass of the spetiafcrs, and that liis 
garments have been eagerly bftught up as 
precious relics ?’>• 

It is true, that a hired press has asserted, 
that the ‘persons who thus rejoiced, who 
thus bestowed upon Bellingham such un¬ 
equivocal marks of applause and admira¬ 
tion ; it is true, that the hired press (that 
greater deceiver of princes) has asserted, 
that these^rsons are monsters; that they 
are mobjj^hzt tliey are despicafde rabble. 
Sir, Iidmsh you could have seen the men, 
whose blessings met the ear of Bellingham, 
as he drew his last breath. 1 wish yoa 
cpuld have seen their looks, which were such 
as one may suppo« to be those of a family 
of brothers rou^ the bed of a dying bro- 
llier. 1 wish you could have seen them. 
Sir. * You would not have thought them 
monsters or*niob; and, least of all Vopld 
you have thought them objects of contempt. 
Indeed, it is a fuct not to olfM«died,*that, 
amongst the mass of tlie people, the •vent 
has been a subject of great joy ; and, there¬ 
fore, the true friends of your Royal High¬ 
ness will call your attention to the real 
tcause of thllt^joy, instead of endeavouring 
to excite in ymTI mind hTitred or contempt 
of the {leople. ^ 

The hjred press say what it please'S; 
it may call the peopld, who were met in 
Palace-Yard and in the Old Bailey,, 
stfrs as long as it pleases ; it may extend 
the appellation .of monster to ilic people of 
Nottingham and elsewhere; but, after all, 
lliese 'ixe Englishmen, and, if they be mon¬ 
sters, what hcf» made them so ? These 


• • It was before .St-ited, that bis loose brown 
coat, io wtiij;h be was executed, was sold iior ten. 
penuuiii, and the reft of lits garments in propor¬ 
tion. It has bceti since stated, that tlie buUotts 
of hwclotheB bavO been Sol-t for a dollar each. 
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yrtling&8bould i^bll«t*j*dcr whose swaythe mmisters and their sys- 
the people have i>e<;ome iEi6n!|rters, unless, tens generally; be wHl perceive, that they 

■ lnde^,they!neantd (imtend, tntrtthcir fore- ire clear indications of a spirit of hostility 
fathers were monsters also, and*that we pre to the public measures, which, for a long 
a nation of monsters^ with the exception time past, have been jdopted. 

of those only who approve of the present Where,- then, shall I presume to advise 
system gf political measures. The hired your Higliiiess to look for a remedy? 
press may say what it pleases; but, when Not in measures of ooerrion; not in acts of 
it has done its utmost, the world will be- severity; hot in a sharpening of the penal 
lieve, that these promiscuous thousands code; Inn ,m 'J»30.tires of conciliation; in 
who cAeerfd BdlinghanE in Palace-Yard, measures of gentleness; in measures esdeu- 
and who blessed him. im die Old Bailey, llied to convince the people, that your 
expressed the gAiilne feclinfs of the great Royal Highness feels for their distresses, 

■ mass of the peopl^f^glaivd. * The hired and, that if you fail in relieving tljem, it is 
press may say <vi'hai it pleases; but ih'ls only because immediate relief is beyond the 
will be the belief of the world. The ad reach of human power. Above all things 
dresses of condoifnee, carried to your,Royal Would I advise four Royal Highness to 
Highness by i\i€Middlesex Mrigislrales, hy ‘shun, as you would shun tile bite of a road 
the Houses of Parliamenl, by tlie Vestry 6/ ddg, the advice and even the society of any 
Mary-le bone parish, and by an endless one who would recommend to you to place 
number of Mayors and Aldermen, and Bo- your reliance upon a military Jorce, a spe- 
rough Reeves and Recorders; the ex pres- cies of reliance which has, in tlie end, in- 
sions of sorrow and of horror tendered to variably been the ruin, and, in England, 
you by these bodies are all, doubtless, very the destruction, of every prince who has 
propet; but, Sir, I am sure that you are ever had the folly to resort to it. To offer 
too wise not to distiiignish between these this advice, to seem to presum^e that it may 
addresses and the sponlaneoSa^-^monstra- be necessary, I should regard as very im- 

• tions and expressions of the peo[n:jj; and, I proper, had I not seen a work, written by 
am sure, that you must have seen with re- a member oj parliamenl, and “ dedicated^ 
gret, that, in no instance, has there been a by permission” to your'Royzl Highness, 
popular feeling discovered favourable to in which work the necessity of erecting in- 
tbesc addresses; but that, on tlte contrary,' la^d fortresses in one i^’art of the kingdom, 
iltey have been a su^Ct of popular dis- and of establishing a^ps of exercise in the . 
sent. '' .other, after 'ike Prussian manner, and With 

What, then, is the eav.si; of this? Are a view of keeping the people in order, i.s 
the ^people of England beqpme bfoody- openly and unequivocally reconjmended. 

> minded ?. Are they so changed under the Your Royal Highness does not hear the 
sway of yourjff.pyal Highness’s family as to sentiments of the jjeoplc. Thc^hircd press, 
be assassins' in hearf? Oh 1 no, Sir. like the lying propl^ets of old, utters no- 
Thfc people of England "are what they al- thing but smooth things. That part of the 
ways were. They shudder at the thoughts press Which is not hired is too much under 
of shedding human blood; and (hey abhor the impression of fear to convey to you a 
every thing foul in the way of attack. It imndredth part, of the truth. But, I will 
was not at shedding op '^fr. JPerievaPts venture to .tell your Royal ^ighhess, tbSrt, 
bldod that they rejoiced;" it‘was not that, amongst all tjbe subjects of public discon- 
Ijjut it was at the jlekh of a man whom lent, non^ has Ifeen nuire genial than the 
they regarded as bijing, in part a' least, the proposed erection of Sarraeks at Mary*le- 
cause of what, id various ways, the country 6gne ; and that, amongst all tht acts of 
has *9 long been sufleritig. They did not, in Mr. Perceval, there was aone that efccited 
. their iievy of the matter, bestow (heiir hies- more ill-will against hitii than the maimer 
sings onnmurderer^ but, on an Englishman, in which be 8pt£e of thii prefect; the hardy 
whom they regarded {perhaps erroneii^lyj* manner in which tatieed of a depot, in 
as having been grievmisly ill used by the go- twenty-seven acres of j^nUod, to hbld 
vemraentj and who had t'iKicn vengeance into tro6p$ and dfotibn; the anting way in . 
s bis own hands. It is quite useless to inquire^ wbkli^ Jrt obstSVhd^ n the heassiiy of 
how fur these popuJar feelings square wUh lodgihr the h<ai^ and men In the^same 
the inles laiddovvn by indrjilists. Such have place, ^t tl^ latter tdtimld be Intercepted 
been, and such are, the IgeUn^, and a jvise in their way t» the twmer by the people, 
politician will pearly perceive, that they This language gave deep and g^eral of- 
. are merely indications of What |iiig. people fence. It w'as, in fact, braving ^ie ^wo- 
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j>!e ; it was openly setting them at defiance, 
and that, too,, at a time when there was 
neither riot, nor disposition to riot, in the 
metropolis, notwithstanding the distress 
necessarily experien«yd from the high price 
of bread. 

I pray you, Sir, to consider what rimst 
be the consequences of acting upon the aS- 
vice contained in the work to which I have 
alluded. The expense^^dsoat of inland for¬ 
tresses and camps of exercise would be a 
serious matter; and, if the soldiers •were 
always to remain faithful, can it be sup¬ 
posed t[tat the people would nor, at last, 
endeavour to get rid of such an intolerable 
state of things? Revolution, or absolute 
slavery, must be the resulf, I have, there-. 
fore, no heifftation in saying, that th& 
senders of the Threatening Letters to your 
Royal Highness are not nearly so much 
your enemfts, as are thgse who would re¬ 
commend you to attempt to govern us by a 
military force. The thing is impossible. 
Englishmen never could be so governed for 
any length of time. The project was tried 
by Charles and James, aud the final efiect 
was the placing of your Royal Highness’s 
family upon the throne. Gan those, there¬ 
fore, be yo«r friends, who would persuade 
you to put your trust in an army in prefer¬ 
ence to putting your trust in the love of the 
people? Can tli^e be your friends, v^ho,* 
in open defiance ol^ll the settled notions of 
our ancestors and of the*iaax^s of oyr 
laws, .would persuade you to rely upon in¬ 
land fortresses and camps of exercise? 

There is nothing which„for a long while, 
has made^an impression more disadvantage¬ 
ous to the government, than tfie .circular 
order of the Secreta^ of State for securing 
the arms of Uu Local Militia, This body 
of men are raised for the purpose of defend¬ 
ing the country against its enemies; bfit, 
what a defence are we lo’look_for in them,< 
if they cannot be trusted wi^h the guardian¬ 
ship of their own'armsT and if. Under any 
circumstances, a regular force is required to 
defend thqje arms ? If the Local Militia 
(amouAting to* about 400,000 men) w^re 
disposed to use their arms against the regu¬ 
lars, it is manifest that tfaelbriner:, having 
on their side the people, of whom they 
more immediately make a part, must pre¬ 
vail; and, is it not, Sir,* 8» the highest de¬ 
gree alarming to obseivaj that prMaqtimis 
should have been ihought necessa^ to 
cure the ajftns of that Local Militia? A 
bare glance at these mattei^ is quite suffi¬ 
cient to convince any man, tfait to rule Eng¬ 
land, for any length of time, by a military 


fbrcA is impbssjhle; and, ffiaf Jtlil^e; who 
recommend such a mode of governing are 
the worst enemies of jhe tliroSs, In shorty 
the more f lefiect upon this suVject, the 
mbre firm Is my conviction, that the true 
friends of your Royal Highness and your 
family will advise you to shun, to flee as 
you would the poisoned dagger, flie coun¬ 
cils of those who/would persuade you that 
there is safety either for the country or 
yourself in any,^ing but the hearts and 
arms ofa free i^ple. 

Amongst the remfd'/es,*therefore, for the 
ill-blood which recent - events have shewn 
t!b exist in the people oS England, 1 beg 
leave to recommend to your Royal High¬ 
ness to shew your displeasure towards <311 
tiiose who miy dare t</ am'ise you to adopt 
such measures as would tend to* cause it to 
be believed, that you relied upon a stand¬ 
ing army rather than upon the people's 
love. ]^t, to do away, at once, all the 
grounds of jealousy, and to render the state 
of the country, both within and without, 
at all times perfectly safe, the plaVi, long 
ago suggested by Major Cartwright, 
should b^iAdopted without delay. This 
plan, j/the work entitled “Ejscland’s 
“ iEidl,” your Royal Highness has had 
submitted to you by the venerable author; 
and, ifflihis plan were adopted, much of 
the danger now apr^rehended would instant¬ 
ly vanish. Tly enormous expenses of 
Barracks and m the troops deposited in 
.them would become wholly unnecessary, 

« iid*thus the resouroes of the country.vvould 
e spared, or, would be disposable agasnst- 
the foreign foe. Every paying taxes 
would then have* arms in Th>*house ready 
louse; and, as>taxation and representation 
would go hand in hand, the whole of the 
arms would be, at all times, forthcoming 
in suppi^ of the laws. Under such a 
systfin^ W^jfh the^author shews to be no¬ 
thing morelliM an enforcement of the con- 
stkutioh of EnglafhL there would never.be 
a riot, because therXwould be nobody to 
make a riot who wouTd hot be immediately 
reduced to obedience. I beseech your 
Royal Highness to htMJour this plan with 
your attention* It has not, indeed, pre¬ 
cluded from the pen of a courtfer or a flat¬ 
terer, hut it has proceeded frpui the pen of 
as loyal a sub^dt and aszealous,a supporter 
of the kingly rights as there is to be founi^ 
in your father’s dominions. His anxioua 
wish is to see preserved the kingly govern¬ 
ment of this country; but, he at the same 
time wishes to see the people possess alt 
their li^riie?. To secure' the existence of 
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both fi «te bis vfoj-kr-whicb wiHvj pibyinent of a ja this M’ay. 

2 tmsi, ^ congenial to tb« Ldo not deny v that be unsafe for* 

taste and viows of ybut Royal Highness tl^e Judges to sU without roilitafy pfotec- 
tliao that, *111 which ybu are advised to go- tjbn; but, surely, the lact calls upon us for 
vern Irishmen by the means of inland fol- serious refleotioa as to the co^ ; into the 
tresses and Englishmen by the menns of reason Why Judges canSot sit in theexecu- 
caiujis of eaercise in the Prussian fashion. tionof their duty Without the protection of 
This ctJu'ntry, Sir, has always plumed it- a ’taUitary force. It cannot he allet^d, 
self upon being governed bjj lafs aione, that there are any Jacobin or erther Political 
unmixed with military force. The Jani- Societies agitjtiyjj^ country and mislcad- 
sarics of Turkey and the ^ens d’Armes of ing the people; it camiot be alleged that 
France we have been accVjtomed to view the,examj»le of France is now operating in 
with Irorror. DE«LoLsfE, Vn bis account of favour of republican principles; it cannot 
our constitution, dwells with great empha- be alleged that the press is sufferejd loin- 
sis and delight, oi^lbe iftiigic [lowers of ou»> culcate notions subversive of order, ‘for, ex- 
Wrils, onr JVarranis, aud our ConslabU's cept in the way of praUt, it dares hardly 
Sluf. Alasl Sir, what, especially when breathe with regsrd to public men or pub- 
one reflects on tl&sotpraises rff our const!® He measures. Y^, notwitksianding this 
tution; what are the feelings excited in strict discipline has been so steadily perse- 
reading, in our [wblic prints, paragraphs vered in, the Judges at Cliester require /ni- 

lilte these?-“ The special Commissiou tilary notwithstanding all the 

“ for the trial of the Cheshire rioters vigilance of your Royal Highness’s Attor- 
“ opened yesterday. An intimation was ney General, a military guard is necessary 
‘^receivcd, that before the arrival of the to the administration of justice in an Eng- 
“Judges au attempt would be made to lishcounty! 

“ rescue the prisoners in the Castle; but, Seeing that this i^ the'case, it appears to 
bif Ihe seasonable atrival ofA^delackmenl me, that reason points out the employing 
of cavalry and infantry nl CMi^'er, and of means difierwit from those that Ivave 
“• the iiciglibouring towns, not the S.;ghtest .beenemployed. Lawyers in ge-aeral (there. 
“■ apprehension of an attempt at a rescue is are some few exceptions) have no idea of 

“ enlerfaincd,-At Cltestcr about 600 any remedy but that of punishmerd, and 

“of the City Local Militia, 3u0 of thf this they apply to all cas^s. The people in 
“North Lincoln; arid^SO of. the Oxford Noltiaghamsbire broke frames. Well, 
“Blues, it is said, wiii\ccapif the Castle what is tire punishment for frame-break- 
“ yord during the trials, making an ag-^ ing: transportation. Make it death. It 
“ gregate of nearly 1,000. Each man is* is made death; and then, in order to avoid 
“ to be furnished wiHj ten rounds of batl detection, the frame-breakers resort to uti- 

*'-c(arl ridge."* -What! English Judges, la wiiil oaths. 'JVcll! make jt death to 

sitting to grf*'^hister justice undei; the im- take or^ administer unlawful oatns ! And 
mediate, the ofienly visile, protection of thus they go on, never seeming so much as 
ihemtiskel! This is, indeed, a most pain- tb dream of any other leincdy than addi- 
fui and hunnliaiing sight. I do not take tional severity of punishment. To me it 
upon, me to censure it. It is po^ible that appears, th'at a Proclamation from your 
the Judges would not be safe^thout such ( Royal Highness to the people of the dis- 
protection. But, ‘^I must fflil'-sayj;' th*at it lurbed counties, expoessing ybur own feel- 
is by far the most sorroy-ful sight tlfat Etig- >ngs at tlieir suYFeiaugs, lexplaiiiing to them 
lis'iimen have seen j long vvjiile. I the cause oi* those suHerings, and speaking 
ventured to suggect,'-soi»etime ago, that it to them a cheering language as to the iu- 
would^be wise to. sufier tlie trials to come turb ; after which might haye cdtaendetiun- 
en at the assizeo, in the usual course, atjd ciations against violators of .the law—this 
thereby give time for men's miiKis to cool, is what, it seems to me, wise ministers 
Mr. Perceval thought otherwise; be was Would have advised. But, instead of tins, 
for no delay in this case. 1 cannot, how- the jreople have beafrd of nothing biu me- 
ever, help tfiioking, thaN^jt would have naces from youtminhiers, some of whom, 
Jbeeu bettef to avoid, if posi^ble, the em- and especially Mr.*Perceval; have denied, 

^hat‘persons chiefly concerned in the 
- --^-;;--—- — riots hiid suffered any thing at all from 

* CouKurnnews-paper oe^«5feand26ibof “‘her want of work or dearth of prtm* 
Maf.aeiS. , sions, • 


The rtOiaunwg Iwad of my pr<^9sed ob- 
setvatioos must .be reservea for a future 
Letter.-*—^! am, &c. &c, &c. 

WM. cobbett. 

Slate Prison, J^'ewgaie, , 
WednesdaiffTItli Maypl&li, 

Jf. B. The trial and punishment of Mr.* 
D. I. Eton, for pubiishing the Third Part 
of Mr. Paine's Age of Reas«> shall be no¬ 
ticed, in a particular manner, in riiy next. 
It is a very interesting subject, and the 
Ik seniiment has been HKWt deckkdiy and 
most honotirably pronounced upon it. —— 
I begin, in this Number, the insertion of 
the Docnmcnts relating to the project for 
dividing the Amerkau States. 1 intend 
concluding the insertion in my next, and 
then to make some remarks upon that fa¬ 
mous transaction. 


AMERICAN DOCUMENTS 

Relative to Mr. Henrv’s Mission, accarn^ 
panning the Message of the Resident of 
the United Slates, of the of March, 
1812, to tolh Mourn of Congress in 
America. • 

t 

WiLshingtoH, Mar^ 9, 1612 . 

The following is t^ Copy of a MessaM 
sent by tlicf itcsi vent, this day, to both 
Hrxuses of .Congress :— , , 

To the Senale and House «f Reptaeaialavs 
• of Uie UuUed Mates. 

I lay before Congress c^ies of certain 
documents ^vhich remain lu the Depart- 
nient of State. They.prove, thit at a re¬ 
cent period, whilst tlie Unil^ States, oot- 
wilhs.'andmg the wrongs sustained by theta, 
ceased not to observe the laws of* peace and* 
neutrality towards Great Britain, and in 
the midst of amicably prolesskfis and iie- 
gociaiions on the port o^ ibfe Britisli Go¬ 
vernment, through its public Minister here, 
a secret agent of that Government was em¬ 
ployed iy certain^ States, more especially^at 
the seat of Government, in Massachusett'j, 
in fomenting disafiection to the Constituted 
Authorities of the Nation, and in intrigues < 
with the disaSected, for the purpose of 
bringing about resiatance,^ the laws, and 
eventually, .in concert witft a British force, 
of destroying the Union, and fonn«ig*tf)e< 
eastern part thereof into a political con¬ 
nexion with Great Britain, in additron to 
th^ eSect which the discovfrjt of. d 
procedure ought to have on the public 


CoaocUs, it wtU not fad tn 
dear to the iiearts of hU gtmd 
happy imion of these States, w|iich/ timil^ 
Oivioe Pn>viici|pce, is 4he guaraatae of <mii’ ’ 
libe|tics, their safety, their trao^illityy 
and their proeperity. 

[S gnedi JAMES MADISON. 
March P, 1612. • 

Ma. Hamv to M«. MirNaoi:.—— Pfsila- 
delphia, fep. 30, iBl^. ' 

SiK,—Much oMervatioii and experience 
have convinced me,’ that4be injuries and 
insalts with which the United States have 
been so long and sadnquemly visited, aod 
which cause tiicir pre<>enf cmbarrassmeiit, 
have been owing to an opluion entertained 
bg foreign States, tbatjln any measure 
tending to wound tlieir pride, or provoke 
their liosiUity, the Government of this 
country could never induce a great majo¬ 
rity of its citizens to concur.” And as 
many of the evils which Bow from the 
influence of this opinion on the jmlicy of 
foreign nations, may be ranoved by ^t>y 
act that can produce unanimity among all 
parties in Ajperica, 1 voluntarily tender to 
you, Sir^j^li means, as I possess, to- 
wu-ds o^Kunoting so desirable and important 
an object; whi^, if accomplislied, can¬ 
not fail to extinguish, perhaps, for ever, 
.those expectations abroad, which may pro¬ 
tract indeiinitely aiyucconmioclation of ex¬ 
isting dificreaces^aud clieck. the progress 
of industry and prosperity in this rising 

Cmpke.-1 have the honour to transmit 

herewith the* Documents and Correspond¬ 
ence relating to an important ibission'in 
which 1 was eiiiplqyed by Si^ /qmes Cl’aig^ 
the late Governor-General of the Ikylish 
Provinces in North Amerka, in the winter 
of the year 1 BOy, The puhlicatiofl of those 
Papers, wdl demonstrate a fact, not less 
jraiuable fhxp. the gtjod already proposed ; 
it will jfra»#,''iiiat uoi'oiia'Jice ongfo to he 
placed (HI tin: .iHofi^ionfi of good faith of 
an Administration, wihich by a series t>f 
disastrous events, has Rtthni into such iiaiads 
as a Castlereagh, a WelkiiJcy, or a Liver¬ 
pool—1 shuuli|. rather say iiuo tlieliands 
uf*tbe stupid mhalterns, to wbodi the plca- 
sur^fi and the incfoleuce of tlmse Ministers 
have consigned it. lu cunliihuting to the 
good ol the' Ui^d States by kn CKposttion 
which ceunot mJ IkmiJ fail U) sokv and^ 
atell all dmsiou mid^ dim/aitm aimng its 
'cihtfMZ, / Jlellei',ni^self with the /mid ex~ 
peclaiimt tfyit when it is made public in 
England it miU*add out great moLire to 

many that already exist, -to induce tha^ 

• •• 
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fiation4o its cbi^dttice from mtsn 

wiiose^lUrcal career is a firtfitful source bf 
injury and «mbarras8in^t iu America; of 
injustice'aiid inisery^n Ireladii; of distress 
and apprehension in England ; and Con¬ 
tempt every,svbere. In malting this com- 
munkatlon ‘to you, Sir, I deem it incum¬ 
bent onP me distinctly and unequivocally to 
state that I adopt no party viwys; that I 
have not changed any of my polititjal 
opinions; that I neitherfteck nor desire the 
patronage nor countena^e of any Govern¬ 
ment, nor of any party; and that in ad¬ 
dition to the motives already expressed, / 
am inJUunced bj/ a jdiH resenltrunt of the 
perfidy and dishonour of those who first 
violated Ike conditions upon which I re¬ 
ceived their confidence ; vii6} hi\t injumd 
me and disappointed the expectations of 
my friends, and left me no choice, but 
between a degrading acquiescence in in¬ 
justice, and a retaliation which is neces¬ 
sary to secure to me my own respect.' 
This wound will be felt where it is me¬ 
rited i and if Sir James Craig still live, his 
share of the pain will excite no sympathy 
among those who arc at allftivi the secret 
of our connexion. I have tnefeonour to 
be. Sir, your most obedient &c. 

-(Signed) J. HENRY.-James 

Munroe, Esq. Sec. of State. 


“ eventually contribute to your advantage.” 
you will have the goodness therefore to 
acquaint me^ fur his Excellency’s informa¬ 
tion, whether you could make it conve¬ 
nient to engage in a mission of this nature, 
and what pecuniary assistance would be 
requisite to enable you to undertake it 
Ivithout injury to yourself.'—At present, it 
is only necessary for me to add, that the 
Governor svQpU furnish you with a cipher 
for carrying on your correspondence, and * 
that in case Ike leading Parly in any of the 
Slates wished to open a communication with 
this Government, their views might be com¬ 
municated through you. I am, with great 
truth and regard, my dear Sir, your most 
faithful, humble servant, 

HERMAN W. RYLAND. 

John Henry, Esq. 


Mr. Ryland, Sccretar^to Sir James Craig, 
late Governor-GeneKl of the British 
Provinces in North America, to My. 
Henry. , ^ ’ 

Application to undertake the Mission to 
c ik/i G^nited Slates. 

^fMbst Secret and Confidential.] 

, Quebec, Jan. 26, 1809. 

My dear Sir,—The extraordinary situa¬ 
tion of things at this time. in the neigh¬ 
bouring States has euggesitddto the Ca- 
vernor in Chief the. idea 9p*empfbying you 
ata a secret and confidential mission to 
Boston, provided f«'a arrangem^f can be 
made to meet important end in view, 
without throwing an absolute obstacle in 
the way of our pndessiqpal.. pursuits^— 

■ “ The irfamudion and pblilitat observa- 
“ lions heretofore receivvi from youmere^ 
** transmtted iy his ExcelleneyHo the Se- 
“ crelary of SltUe, who Jms exprased his 
** parlicUkir approbation^ of them, and 
there is no aoubt that your able exe^ 
** cution of such a misfion as 1 have above 
suggested would give you^ a claim not 
“ oicJy on the Goverhoi’-General but on 
liis Majesty’s MmisterS;! whpeh'might 


Mr. Henry's Letters to Sir '^ames Craig, 
written whilst employed on a Mission to 
Boston, 

Answer to the Letter of "Mr. Secretary Ry¬ 
land, proposing the Mission, &c.- 

Montreal, Jan. 31, 1809,/ 

Sir,—I have |p acknowledge the fa¬ 
vour of your letter of the^6th instant, 
written by the desire of his Excellency the* 
Guveruor in Chief; and hasten to express, 
through you, to his Excellency my rea- 
tKiiess to comply wdtl. his wishes. I need 
not add hojv,,very flattering it is to receive ' 
['"from hi§ Excellency the assurance of the 
approbation of His Majesty’s Secretary of 
State, for the very humble services that I 
may have rendered. If the nature of the 
service in which I am to be engaged will 
require ifb other disbursements than for my 
individual expenses, I do not apprehend 
that .these can exceed my private resources. 
J shall be ready to take my departure be¬ 
fore my instructions can be made out. 1 
have the honour to be, &c. J. H’Y. 

H. Wi Rylahd^Esq.'Secretary, 8cc. 


General Inslructiorui from Sir J. H. /Craig 
f to Mr. Henry, rtspeoUng Ms secret 
Mission. ■ 

ilts Excellency the Governor ih Chief’s 
Instructions to h^r. Henry, Feh. 1809. 

[Most S^mt and Confidential.] 

'Quebec, Feb, 6, IB09. 
‘Sii?,'L-As you have so readily undertaken 
the service which I have suggested to you, 
as Iwing likely to be attended with much 
benefit to *tlie public interests, 1 am- to 
request that with your e-drliest cpnvenicncy 



will proceed to Bostotit Tfae principal awf mimmiicatlon wil^ our 
%/ect Uiat I recommend to your attention taey you art aulhorittd to 

is, the endeavour to obtain the moet ac-^ auy<; such^ uni will safety tmhsmii U fa 
curate information of the true sta^e of affairs me-^and ast is may ifot be impossible that 
in that part of the Uaton, which, froia its tfany should require some documoit by 
wealth, the numbw ol'its inhabitants, and Which they may be assured that you are 
thefcoown intelligence and ability of several really in the siuiation in which you repre- 
of its leading men, must naturally posse& sent yourself, 1 enclose a credential la be 
a very considerable influence over, and will produced in that view; but I' must particu- 
prohably lead the other Eatiefn States of Uyly enjoin and direct, that you do not make 
America in the part they may take at this any use of this pa^r, unless a desire to that * 
important crisis. 1 shall not pretend <o purpose should kjp expressed, and unless you 
point out to you the mode by which you see good grpund for e’xpect;hig that the doing 
will be raost'likely to obtain this important -^o may lead to a more conhdential commu- 
information; your own judgment and the nfcation than you 5hin otherwise look for. 
connexions which you may have in the In passing through the state of Vermont, 
town must be your guidk. I think it, you will of course exert your endeavours to 
however, necasary to put you on your* procure all iRe inrontnuimt that the short 
guard against the sanguineness of an aspir- stay you will probably make Ihere may 
ing party : the federalists^ as I understand, admit of. You will use your own discre- 
have, at al^ limes, disca\ered a leaning to lion as to delaying your jom ney, with this 
this disposition, and their being under Us view, rooPTe or less, in proportion to your 
particular irfluence at this moment, is the prospects of obtaining any information of 
more to be expected from their having no consequence. I request to hear from you 
ill-founded ground for their hopes of being as frequently as possible; and as •letters 
nearer the attainment of their abject than directed to me might excite suspicion, it 
they have Hfeen for some years past. In may be a&#ell tliat you put them under 

the general terms which 1 have made use cover tq^r.-; and as even the ad- 

of in describing the object which I recom- dress^Metters always to the same person 
‘ mend to your attention, it is scarcely ne- miyhfattract notice, I recommend your 
cessary that I should observe, I include the sometimes addressing your packet to the 
state of the publiit opinion, both tviih je- CUiief Justice here, or occasionally, thougft 
gard to theia intcrflal politics, and to the seldom, to Mr. Ryland, but never with 
probability of a war whh^Bng^^n^; thg the addition of i/s official description. I 
comparative strength of the two great ^m, Sir, your most obedient humble ser- 
parties mto which the country is divided, vant,* (Signed) J- H. CRAIG, 

and the views and designs of that which John Henry, Esq. . * 

may ultimately prevail/— It has been sup- , 

posed, thaf if the Federalists of the llastern Credentials from Sir James Craig to Mr. 
States should be su*ccessful in obtaining Hemy, feb. 6, 1809. 

that decided influence, which may enable iCobu] (.seal.) ^ 

them to direct the public opinion, it is not ‘ ■ 

improbable, that rather than submit to *? Henry, is employ- 

conlinumce of the difficulties and distress m^^^djull confidence may be placed 

to which Ihet are nAo subieet, they will m iuia pr §ny commumcatwn which any 
exert that influence to brirtg about a sefa- person may wift lo^ke to m in the busi- 
ration from the general Union*' The ear- coi^illeU to hinK^n faith of whrcH*, I 
liest information on this subject may be of have given him this ^er my hand and 
great cense'queiwe fo our Government,*.as Q®®hec, the 6ih day of kebruary, 

it may also be< that it should be informed (Signed) J. H. CRaIG. 

how far, in mch an event, they would took . « , 

up to England for assistance, or be disposed^ ^xceljency the Gwernor-Ckneral, 

to enter into a connexion with us. k\- xbc. uo answer to kis Letter oj Jnslruc- 
though it would be highly teexpedient tliat iions.’—Moh^ual, Feb, 10,1809. 
you should in any manAer appear a; an Sir,'—I hav4 the honour to acknowledge* 

avowed agent, yet,‘if you could * Sontriv^, the receipt of your Excellency's letter of 
to obtain on intimacy wUh any of the leM^ instructions, the fetter of credence, and tlie 
ing party, it may not be improper that cipher for carrying on ray correspondence. 
shyiM'insinuate, though with great cau* 1 have bestowea much pains upon the ci- 
tufoi if <^hey should wish to ehter mio pher, aqd aiq, notwilhstailding this, dell- 
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ckai in some poiats, which, might enable | 
toe t^understand it deafly. 1 have com-1 
pared the ejiample with *Qy own exemplifi-1 
cation oC the cipheT!| and a difierence 
in the results; and, as the present moi^ent 
seems favourable to the interference of His j 
Majesty’s Government in the measures pur¬ 
sued bj the Federal party in the Northern 
States, and more especially as the Assem¬ 
bly of Massachusetts is now in sessiott, 1 
tbiiik it better to set for^brd immediately, 
than wait for any further"explanation of the 
means of carrying ori«a ^cjet correspond¬ 
ence; which the frequency of Safe convey¬ 
ances to Canada will tender almost wholly 
unnecessary. Sliould it, hovVever, be ne¬ 
cessary at any time, I take leave to suggest, 
that the index slope furnishes a very s^fe 
and simple mucfe. In it there is a number 
for every letter in the alphabet, and parti¬ 
cular numbers for particular phrases-yso 
that when I do not find in the index the 
particular words I want, 1 can spell it with 
the figures .which slant! opposite to the let¬ 
ters. For example, if 1 want to say that 
troops are at Albany,” I find under the 
letter “T” tliat number ^ stands for 
“ troops," and number 1^6 io^Albany.” 
The intervening words “ are 'J supply 
by figures corresponding with the lexers in 
tjiose words.—It will be necessary to'pro¬ 
vide against accident by addressing the let-. 

ters to Mr.-, of Montreal, witli a 

small mark on the corm^ of the envelope, 
which he will understaim. When he re¬ 
ceives it, he will then address the enclosure 
tu yeur Excellency, ind send*it from Mdh- 
trfcal by mail. 1 will be careful not to ad¬ 
dress your ^Excellency ia the bofly of the 
lett^..,.c«)r sign my name to any of them. 
Thev will be merely desfgnated by the ini- 
lialsS-V. B. If this mode should in any re¬ 
spect appear exceptionable, your^xcellency 
will have the goodness to orde<»^a more par¬ 
ticular explanatium of the caal. “■It 'would 
re^h me in safety e^losed to -r— , Bos- 
tou. I have the hiyiour to be, kc. 
if- 

^Burlington^ Verml, Feb. 1^, 1809. 

Sir,—Fhave remained here tv^ days,* in 
order iul4'. to ascertain the progress qf the< 
arrangements heretofore made, (or organ¬ 
izing an efiUcierit opposition to tlie general 
Covernmont, aa well as to E^come acquaint¬ 
ed with the opinions bf the leading people,' 
relative to the measdres that party whicri 
has the ascendency in the national councils. 
—On the subject of the ebbargo laws there 
seems-but one opittion—^namHy, bat they 


are unnecessary^ oppressive, and ueconsti- 
tulional. It must also be observed, ihkt 
the execution of iltem is so invidious, as to 
^attract towards the i^ers of Government 
the enmiyr of the people, which is, of 
course, transferable*10 the Governtiient it¬ 
self; so that in case the State of Massachu¬ 
setts should take any bold step towards re¬ 
sisting the execution of these laws, it is 
highly probable that it may calculate upon 
the hearty’ ra-operation of the people of 

X egmont.—1 learn that the Governor of 
is State is now visiting the towns in the 
northern portion of it, and makes no secret 
of his determination, as Commander in 
Chief of the Militia, to refuse any com¬ 
mand from the general Government, which 
can tend to interrupt the gaod understand¬ 
ing that prevails between the, citizens of 
Vermont and His Majesty’s subjects in Ca¬ 
nada. It is fartlier intimatecl, that in case 
of a war, he will use his influence to pre¬ 
serve the State neutral, and resist, with all 
the force he can command, any attempt to 
make it a party; I need not add, that if 
these resolutions are carried into effect, the 
State of Vermont may be considered as an 
ally of Great Britain. To what extent the 
sentimeiitls which prevail, iq. this quarter 
exist in the neighbouring States, or even in* 
the eastern section of this State, I am not 
able to conjecture. Kean only say, with 
certainty, that the leading men of the Fede¬ 
ral party aej jn concert; and, therefore, I 
’infer thal a common sentiment pervades die 
whole body tlirougbout New England. I 
have seen a letter from a gentleman, now 
at Washingiotf, to bis correspofident in tliis 
place ; and as its contents irfay serve to 
throWsome light on.passing events there, I 
shall send either the original or a copy with 
this dispatch. The writer of the letter is a 
unan of character and veracity, and, whe¬ 
ther competent ‘or not to form correct opi¬ 
nions himself, is pi^pbably within the reach 
of all the knbwjpdge dial can be obtained 
by the patty to which he belongs. It ap¬ 
pears by his statement that there is a for- 
ifiidable majority in GongresS oii the side 
df the Administration; .notw'ithsianding 
vohich there is every reason to hope, that 
> the Northern States, in their distinct ca¬ 
pacity, 'will unite; and resist by force a 
war with Grci'^t Britain. In what mode 
this resistance tgiU first shew itself, is pro- 
babljVmot yet determined upon, and may 
in some measure depeud upon the reliance 
which the leading men may place upon 
assitrinces .of support frcHQ His Majesty’s 
Representative in Canada; and as 1 shall 
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be on the spot to tendw this whenever the dangers or roconvenieoce from a siai^ of 
moment .arrives that it can be done wi% war; and aUHo^gh the)r admit that 
eSect, there is no doubt that all their a»ea- <5ovemdr, Council, and three-fourths of 
Bures may be made subordinate id the in* the Representation in Congress,* are of the 
tentions of His Majesty’s Government. * Federal party, *yet they do not believe that 
Great pains are taken, by menbf talents the State would stand alone and resist the 
and intelligence, to confirm the fears of national Government. Tiiey do not, how* 
the common people, as to the concurrency ever, deny, that should the State of Ver- 
oF the southern democrats in the projects of inont continue to he represented as it is at 
France; and every thing tends to encou- present, it would, in all probability, unite 
rage the belief, that the dissolution of the with the neighbouring States in any serious 
Confederacy will be accelerated by the plan of lesistaficc ?o a war which it might 
spirit which now actuates both politfcat seem expedient to adopt. This, I think, 
p^arties. I am, tc. A. B. is the safer, opinion for yoti to rely on ; if, 

. Indeed, reliance ought to be placed on any 

Windsor, Vermont, Feb. 19, ISOg. measure depending oh the yiU of a rabble, 
Sir,—My last (No. 3) jvas written at which is ever changing, and must ever be 
Burlington, the principal town in the marked with ignorance, caprice, and in- 
northern part of*the State of Vermont. I “coTistancy. As the cribs approaches, the 
am now at the principal town in the east- difficulty of deciding upon an hazardous 

ern.-The fallacy of men’s opinions, alternative will increase; and, unfortu- 

when they act under the ipBuence of sen- naiely, there is not in Vermont any man 
sibility, and are strongly excited by those of commanding talents, capable of attract- 
liopes which always animate a rising party, ing general confidence, of infusing into the 
Jed me to doubt the correctness of the people his own spirit; and, amidst the 
opinions which I received iii the northern confusion of conflicting opinions, danger 
section of thi.^ State; which, from its con- and commotion, competent to lead in the 
tiguity to Canada, and necessarwintercourse path of du^y'^lr safety. The Governor is an 
with Montreal, has a stronger interest in industrious, prudent man, and has more 
jjromoting a food understanding with His persoi^ influence than any other ; but his 
Majesty’s Government. Therefore, since abilities are not suited to the situation in 
my departure from Burlington, 1 have which a civil war would place him. I 
sought every favou^ble occasion of cop- am, &c. A. B. 

. versing wilh'tbc Democrats on the pro¬ 
bable result'of the policy aHdpted by the* Amkersl, JVew Hampshire, Feb. 23, 1809. 
general ‘Government. The diflerence of • Sir^—A gentleman going direct to Ca- 
opinion » thus expressed :—The Federal njda, affords, a safe and favourable ogpor*. 
parly declare, that in the ^vent of a war, tunity of giving you some further accowjt 
the State o^ Verroont will ^reat separately of my progress. I will not make i;pe of 
for itself with Great JSritain; and support the post-offices, when I can avaitHt; be- 
to the utmost the stipulations into which it cause private ocoasions supersede TilB*ne- 
tnay enter, without any regard to the po- ecssity of writing in cipiter; and t^ con- 
iicy of the general Government.. The Dcj, tempt of. decency and principle, which 
raocrats, on the other band, assert, that in forms paCvof the morals of the subaltern 
such a case as Jhat contemplated, the people hfficefs of a deTnocrady-, Would incline them 
would be nearly d*'{^cd into equal num- to break a seal with the same indifference 
bers ; one of which wfluld support the that they break their words, when either 

Government, if it could be done without curiosity or interest is to be indulged.- 

involving the peopl| in a civil war; hut,at I have not had sufficient'ftme nor evidence, 
all events would risk every thing in pr%- KamiAi\e,xa.t lo form aftjf opinion for ytyself 
ference to a coalition with Great Britifu. of. the lengths to which the Ffcfieral party 
The difference of op’inion is not to be will carry their opposition to the national 
wholly ascribed to the prejudices-of party.' God'emment in the event of a w^r. Much 
The people in the eastern part of Vermont may be Inferred from the elejtious of Go- 
are not operated upon by*t1ie same hopes veriiors, which, Within two inonUis will be 
and fears as those on fhl borders,of.the, made in the Spates-of Massachusetts, Niw * 
British colony. These are not dependent •Hampshire, and Rhode Island. From all 
on Montreal lor the sale of their produce, I know, and all T can learn of the general 
jior the supply of foreign, commadities. Governnienl, I |m not apprehensive of an 
They are hot apprehensive of any serious immediate war. The Fimbargo is the fa- 






vourite ineasuwjv ?i»d it is proba^^^ that 

•tb* ^eans wUl fee to excite 

EnglaM, tj cominit some act of liosiiUtf, 
/or tlic sole 4 >urpo 8 e .pf facing the respoai- 
sibiljty etf »'ar OH th«, count^^ this I most 
particularly TecoiQmeod to the consideration 
of Ministers^ The dread of opposition, 
and of the Ion of popularity, will certainly 
Iceep the ruling party at Washington in¬ 
active^ They will risk any thipgbut the 
loss of power; and they are well aware 
that their power would ]|iss away with the 
first calamity which their measures might 
bring upon the common people (from whom 
that power emanates), unless indeed they, 
could find a sufficient eiRcuse in^he conduct 
of Great Britain* This impression cannot 
be too deeply felt by His Majesty's Mi¬ 
nisters; nor too^vi^ely sproid throughout 
the British nation. It will furnish a sure 
guide in every policy that may be adopted 
towards the United States. 1 have the ho¬ 
nour to be, ike. < A. B; 

Boston, March 5, 1809. 

Sir,j—I am favoured with anotiier oppor¬ 
tunity *of writing to you by a private con¬ 
veyance; and think it prubabh^t this sea¬ 
son, that the frei^uency of thesHbill render 
it necessary to write to you in cipRe^—— 
It does not yet appear necessary Ofejt I 
should discover to any person the purpose 
of roy visit to Boston; nor is it probable 
that I shall be compelled, for the sake of 
gaining mor^ knowledge of the arrange¬ 
ments of the Federal Party in these States, 
to avow myself as a regular authovizea 
agent*of the British Government, even tb 
those individuals who would feel equally 
bound with myself to preserve, with the 
utmqa^rfllcrutability, so ^important a se¬ 
cret from the public eye.-1 have suffi¬ 

cient means of information to enable me to 
judge of the proper period for oaring the 
c;p-pperation of Great Britain^' ailB opening, 
a correspondence ibetween the G^ve/nor- 
tGcncr^I of British America, and those in¬ 
dividuals who, from the part the^ take in 
the oppositipn to tki National Government, 
jor the influence the)' may possess in any 
mew oMer of things that may grow out of 
the presemt’djflerenpes, should be qualifi^ 
to act on behalf of tl>e Northern States. 
An appreiicnsipn of any such ^tate of 
things as is pfesuppqsed these remarks, 
begins to subside; sinjCe it>l)as appeared, 
% the conduct of the Geoqral Qoyernment, 
that it is seriously aladmed at the menacing 
attitude of the Northern , State^ But al¬ 
though it is believed tluit*there hi no pjio- 


bability of an immediate ^Tf l^ no doubts 
are eBiertarned, tha^ Vvili fall 

upon some new expi^i^s to bring about 
faostUldrai ^hat these may be, can only 
^e deduced from what appears to he prac¬ 
ticable. A Non-intercourse with England 
and France will pfobably supersede the 
Embargo ; which by opening with the rest 
of Europe a psurtial legitimate commerce, 
and afibrding strong temptations to that 
which is illegal, will expose the vessels to 
capture, detention, and embarrassment— 
vpll^ustify the present policy, and produce 
such a degree of irritation and resentment 
as will enable the Government of this coun¬ 
try to throw the whole blame and respon¬ 
sibility of war from his own shoulders 
upon those of the British Ministry, if iu 
4his, the party attached te* France should 
calculate with correctness, and the com¬ 
merce of New England would greatly suf¬ 
fer,—the merch|at being injored and dis¬ 
couraged, would not.only acquiesce in the 
restrictive systems, but even submit to 
war. On the other hand, should the small 
traffic permitted by a Non-Intercourse Law 
be lucrative and uninterrupted, the people 
would be clamorous for rooft, and soon 
comfiel the Government to restore the 
friendly relations between th? two coun¬ 
tries. While I offer my opinion upon this * 
subject, I cannot but express a strong hope, 

• that if any terms should be proposed by. 
eifher Government, to whioh the other 
might thlnkt-ivoper to accede, that a prin¬ 
cipal motive to the adjustment of differences 
stunild be understood to arise from the 
amicable disposition of the Eastern States, 
particularly of the State of Massachusetts. 
This, gs it would increase the*popularity 
of the friends of Gr-Cat Britain, could not 
fail to promote her interests. If it could 
not be done formally and ofiBcially, nor in 
correspoiidence between Ministers, still, 
perhaps, the Administration in the Par¬ 
liament of Great Bvitain mi|ht take that 
ground, and the suggestion would find its 
way into papers both in England and Ame¬ 
rica.--Although I have frequently re- 

pef^ted, that this country cannot' be govern¬ 
ed and directed by a versatility of opinion, 
as there is nothing permanent in its poli¬ 
tical institutions, uor are the people under 
any circumstances tb be relied on, when 
measures becom# inconvenient ‘ and bur- 
demome. I wiH .soon write again, and 
• A. B. 

! Boston, March?, ISO 9 . 
Sir4~I have now ascertained with as 
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qnich aecucacy aa possible, the course 
(ended to be pursued by tt^ party io Mas* 
safthuscus, Uiat is opposed to the measnn» 
and politics of the Administration of the 
general Government.—have already 
given a decided opinion that a declaration 
of war is not to be expected; but contrary 
to ail reasonable calculation, should tlie 
Congress possess spirit and independence^ 
enough to place their popularity in jeo¬ 
pardy, by so strong a measure, ,the Legis¬ 
lature of Massachusetts will give the tone 
to the neighbouring States; will dec||,are 
itself permanent until a new election of 
Members; invite a Congress to be com¬ 
posed of delegates, from the Federal States; 
and erect a separate Government for their 

common defence and commcn interest.-- 

This Congress irould probably begin by 


fba twn^ mo be « 

period fli t&uda anxietj^-*-*—la aU-|.Mye * 
I have been ciureful set td ipahe 
any impratiioa analogous to the (mfhusiastk' 
confidence e^^tained by the opposittbo^ ^ 
nmr to the hopes and expectations that aid- 
mate the friends of an alliance between the 
Northern States and Great Britain. 1 have 
abstracted myself from all the sympathies 
these are calculated to inspire; because, 
notwithstanding that I feel the utmost con¬ 
fidence in the integrity of intention of the 
leading characters in this political drama, 

I cannot forget ^t tltey derive their power 
from a giddy inconstant multitude; who, 
unless in the instanM: under consideration, 
they form an exception to all general rules 
and experience, will act inconsistently and 


abrogating the offensive laws, and adopting 
a plan for the maintenance of the power 
and authoritynthus assumed. They would, 
by such an act, be in a condition to make 
or receive proposals from Great Britain; 
and I should seize the first moment to open 
a correspondence with your. Excellency. 
Scarce anV other aid would be necessary, 
and, perhaps, none required than a few ves¬ 
sels of war from the Halifax station, to 
protect the centime towns from the little 
*uavy which is at the disposal of the Na¬ 
tional Government. Wimt permanent 
connexion between Great Britain and this 
section of the^epublic would grow outiof 
a civil commotion, such as :maglu be ex¬ 
pected, ,no person is prepared to describe; 
but it seems that a strict alliance must re¬ 
sult of necessity. At present, the oppo¬ 
sition party confine their calculations mere¬ 
ly to resistiihee; and I can assure^yoji, that 
at this moment they*do not freely enter¬ 
tain the project of withdrawing tlie Eastern 
States from the Union, finding it a very 
unpopular topic ; although a * course ofl 
events, such as I have allteady mentioned, 
would inevitably produce an incurable 
alienation of the New England from the 
Southern States. The truth is;‘the com¬ 
mon people have so long regarded the Con- 
stitutiooi of ‘the ,Ubited States with colh- 
placency, that they are how only disposed 
in this quarter to treat4t like a truant nds- 
tress, whom they would, for a time, put 
away on a separate 'maintenance; but, 
without farther and grertar provocation, 
would not absolutely repuiiate.-It will 


.absurdly. I atn, &c. 


A. B. 


affairs are to remain, until the meeting of 
the new Congress in May, at which time^ 
also, this Legislature will agaki assemble. 


Bostonf March 9f 1809. 

Sir,—In my letter No. 6, (March 5} 1 
took the liberty to express my opinion of 
the probable effect of the Non-Intercourse 
Law, intended to be enacted; and of the 
mode by which Great Britain may defeat 
the great intention of the American Govern¬ 
ment in passing it. But as the sort of im¬ 
punity recommended might; in its applica¬ 
tion tq, every species of commerce that 
woi^ be carrira on, be deemed by Great 
Brifain a greater evil than war itself, a 
•ip^ddle course might easily be adopted, 
which would deprive France of the benefit 
resulting from an intercourse with America;, 
without, in any degree, irritating the Ma- 
rjtiini States.——^The high price of all 
A*merican prbduce iit France, furnisHes a 
temptation which mercantile avtlrice will 
be unable to resist. The consetj^uen^ is 
obvious. But if, instead of conwamiag 
the vessels and cargoes which may be ar¬ 
rested. in pursuing this prohibitecT com¬ 
merce, should be compelled to go intd 
1 British part^ and '^ere permitted to sell 
them* Ibnittl^the friends of Englwd in 
these States would not uttee a complaint. 
Indeed, \ have no dpubt that if, in the 
prosecution of a lawful* voyage, the British 
cruizers should treat American ships in 
this manner, their owners would,* in the 
present state of European markets, thinlir 
themselves very fortunate, as* it would 
save them the trouble and expense of land¬ 
ing them in a neutral port, and from thence 
re-shipping them to England, ncAv the ben , 


soon be known in what situatiair^ublicljuiarket in Europe for the produce of this 


couiuty; The Goywiiineat of the United 
States would pfebably coraplam, and Bo¬ 
naparte become^ peremptory ; but even 
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that would oidy lend to the 

sition in the NwtiMTn SU«ei*;fflw^ resedtae, two' g^t i^Uger«ts is to be its e:nem|. 
and acwlerate the diiUMkitinn of the eon<f i To sfwUt a luspawtiiw^ 

Mency. *Th« geaKroSty ,|nd justice of ^dcr iliaitinct and independent Govern- 
Greai Ifritain would be ex^ed, and the wents, is an afi&ir of more uncertainty; 
commercial States exult in the success of and, however desirabk, caunot be effected 
individuals over a Government inimical to but a series of acts, and Jong continued 
commerce, atod to svhose measures they policy, tending to irritate the Southern, 
can DO*longer'submit with patient acqtsi- and conciliate the Northern people.—The 
esoence.:—“Tl» elections are began, and former are agricultural, the latter a coni- 
I presume no vigilance or industry wtlhbe tnei^al people. The mode of cherishing 
remitted to ensure the srficcss of the Federal and depressing either is top obvious to rc- 
party. I am, fcc. A. —-P.S. Intel- qiaim ilhistration. This, I am aware, is 
figence has readied Boston*, thet a Non- an object of ihuch interest in Great Britain, 
Intercourse Law has actually passed, and as it would for et'er secure the integrity of 
that Martiniqur has‘Sunxadcred to die His Majesty's possessions on this Continent, 
British foices. and make the two Governments, or what¬ 

ever numberthd present Confederacy might 
j56s/ff«, March 1.1, IS09.* formiuio, as usrfui and ffs much subject 
Sir,—You svill perceive from the ac- to the influence of Great Britain, as lier 
Counts that will reach you in the public colonies can be rendei-ed. But it is an 
papers, both from Washington and Massa- object only to be attained by Slow and cir- 
diusetts, that the Federalists of the North- cumspect progression, and requires for its 
em States have succeeded in making the consummation more attention to the affairs 
Congress believe, that with sudi an oppo- which agitate and excite parties in tins 
sition* as they would make to the general country, than Great Britain Inq^. yet be- 
Government, a war must be confined to stowed upon it. An unpopular war—that 
their own territory, and miglH<be even too is, a war produced by the hatred and .jire- 
much for that Govermiieot to sustain. The judices of one party, but against the con- 
consequence is, that after all the%Mrade sent of the other party, can €lone produce ^ 
and menaces With which the Sessioi^wn- a sudden separation of any section of this* 

naenced, it has been suffered to end with- oountty from die common head.-At all 

out carrying into effect any of the pians»iif‘ events, it cannot be nfccessary to the pre- 
the Administration, except the interdiction servation of peace, that Great Britain should 
of commercial mtCTCouTse witb En^atid jnake any great concession at the present 
and France—an event that was anticipate moment; more especially as the more im- 
in tnj former letters.^——Un^ tvhat neyv portant changes that occur 15 Europe, might 
circvmatances the Congress will meet in render it incogvenient for her to adhere to 
May> wiB depeitd on tite State elections, any stipulations iii favour of nptral mari- 
and the^anges that niwy in the dtean time time patbns.——Although the Non-In¬ 
take place in Ewrope. •With regard to ter^rse law affords but a very partial 
Greati,^Brttain, rftc can scarce mistsd^e her rdief to the people of this coumry, from 
true policy in reiatioa to America. If ^thc evils of that entire suspension of corn- 
peace be the first object, cyery*^act which flscree to which they have reluctamly sub- 
can irritate the Martd^ Sg|^s oqght^to be mitted for ^seme time past, 1 lameut the 
avoided; becauseYhc prevaHihg ^position repeal of the l^mbargo; because it was cal- 
of these will generally be, sulficieift to keep culated to acederate the progress of tliese 
tlte Govemraent from haearding any hostile estates towards a revolution that would 
measure. If n war between Aiaetica and have put «n end to the only Ij^epublic that 
FranqiC be a grand desideratttm, something remains to prove tjiat a‘'Covernmeflt foimd- 
more -tnusf-M done; an indulgent cunciUa- cd on political equality, can exist in a sea- 
tory policT must be adopted, which will son of trial and difficulty, or is calculated 
leave the democrats without a pteietfl for to ensure either security or happiness to a 
hostilities; |od Sonapinte, Whosd passions people. I am, Scc^ A. B. 

arc too hot for delay, will probably compel , [f'ef‘be coniinued.) 


PaWiabed Ity B. BAG19U4W, .Bry(%<n-#ti«et, Covent-Oard^. 
'J.arCfMi^. lthick Eaaie4;ow% 
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One of the greatest privileges enjoyed in tbis country, is the freedom of expressing our opU 
nioDS on all .subjects; but, if such lioriid acts are to be perpetrated, this country can be consi* 
“ dered as little better than tliose where despotism prevails. Whatever differences of pinion mny 
“ exist on any one subject, every man has a right to entertain his own opinions, to express what he 

“ feels, and to act accordinglv.”-Mr. Ponsonby’s Speech in the House of Commons, ISth, 

May, 1812 . 



TO THE 

’ PRINCE REGENT, 

On the Case of Mr. Bellingham, 

And on certain circumstances connected 
with, and growing out oJ\ the act for 
which he has recently suffered death. 

* Letter II. 

Sir, 

I now proceed to address your Royal 
Highness upon the subject of the grants of 
money, that have been made to the family 
of your lai# Minister, Mr. Perceval, and 
which do a|)pear to me not to have been 
meriied. The sum altogether is enormous. 
The pensidh to the widow and the eldest 
sou, if calculated at the usual rate of life, 
togetlter with the fifty tliousand pounds 
down, cannot be reckoned at less 4han 
Eighty Thousand Pounds; and this is 
yjjariied out of the taxes ra"!sed upon the 
peoi>ic at a lime when distres.s is felt from 
one eiidoof the kingdom to the other; at a 
lime when hunger is.diiiving thousands 
upon thoi^ands of Englishmen to brave all 
the dangers of our tsri ible penal ccale. 

Tliese grants cannot be grounded upon 
any merits of the parties to whom they are 
made. Of these parties the public knqw 
nothing at all. They consist of a widow 
and her tvvjjlve childreii, and, doubtle.ss,’ 
they are an afflicted widow and children. 
But, Sir, the circurnstaules of iA’idowhood, 
and of numerous lainily, and of deep afllic- 
tion, are uo grounds, and do not ail toge¬ 
ther form any ground for a claim upon the 
public purse.’ If they did, how iqany 
tliousands would be in affluence, who arg 
now in tlie i)oor-hous^! The claim, there¬ 
fore, to these grants mu.s| rest upon the 
merits ol the husband aijl fatiier deceased, 
on which merits 1 now proceed to ayer<rnosi 
respecihilly to your Royal Highness such* 
remarks as appear to me to be tailed for by 
the circumstances of the case._ • 

The grounds upon which the grants 


ought toVest, are the,se : that the deceased 
Jiad rendered cer^in services to the coun¬ 
try ; that he w'as still in*the course of ren¬ 
dering those services; and that, so b«ing 
^occupied, ha lost his Ijfe* It w^ould, there¬ 
fore, fairly come before the ppblic to in¬ 
quire, whether he really did his duty to¬ 
wards Mr. Bellingham ; for, in order to se¬ 
cure the.widow of an officer a pension, he 
must not only lose his life on service, but 
he must lose it for the j^ulAic good. If he 
lose his life in a duel, his widow will have 
no pension ; and Mrs. Perceval and her 
children are to have pensions and allow¬ 
ances equal to those of about two hundred 
officers’ widows and families. The merits 
ol Bellingham's case, therefore, should 
hlf^e been fully investigated, it appears to 
me, before a single faiihing should have 
been granted to the family of the man 
whom he had killed; and, if it had ap¬ 
peared, that Mf. Perceval had not paid due 
•attention to the claim of Mr. Bellingham; 
<if it had appeared, that the former iud, by 
his arrogance, or by any other son of Hiis- 
coriduct, produced the fatal catastrophe, in 
that case he ought not to have bccji regard¬ 
ed as having lost his life in the service of 
the country, and his family wotil<d have 
stood siifiply as claimants on the score of 
the public services its deceased head. 

What, il)e*n, I would,ask, have been the 
scrvice.%o^ Mr,Perceval? This, Sir, i.s a 
question which has been put ten inilWon 
times siifce the day when.ihe grant of money 
was moved for. VVbat, say the people, 
has he done for us? In what has he bet¬ 
tered our situation ? Or, ratlter, in what 
reiniect has he not made it woisq tii.ui it was 
before l^e became minister? He has added 
to the taxes raised in Great •Britain only, 
14,000,000 a year: at tiie saive time that 
he has added nearly 160,000,000 to the* 
national debt; and rtms Ii.is he, duritig the 
live yeais that he h.is been minister, ex¬ 
pended (beyond the revenue in existence 
before) about 200 rndiions.ol pounds, the 

<» A 
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effects of wiiich biive been felt hy every fa¬ 
mily in the country, those <wily excepted 
who live, in part or in whole, upon the 
taxes.* Anti v^at, say^tll: pe^le, has be 
{lone for our country with all mighty 
means ? He has, to be sure, s«it an cxpe.* 
dition to Walcberen; he has, to be sure, 
been engaged in the deliverance of Europe 
in Sicily and in Spain and in Portugal; 
but, lias he delivered any part of ]l^urope? 
,Has he produced any impassion upon the* 
enemy? Is not the case of Europe far 
more desperate than it was when he became 
miinister; that is to say, if the predomi¬ 
nance of Napoleon renders it desperate?] 
At home what has4ie done. But,' 
this question has already been answered by 
the voice of the people of Nottingham, 
Leicester, Sheffield, Wakefield, Chester, 
Birmingham, Carlisle, &c. &c., when they 
received the news of his death. He has, 
to be sure, strengthened us with Foreign 
Troops and with Barracks; and, if he had 
not come to an untimely end, he would 
have added to the last, and, probably, to 
the first hiso. 

The people of England are apt to forgfet; 
but, they have not yet forgotten, his public 
services, which were of too remarkable a 
nature to be easily obliterated from their 
minds. They recollect his conduct relatiyje 
to the inquiry into the transactions of the 
Duke of York and Mrs. Clarke; they recol¬ 
lect his trap to catch offenders in the act of 
selling places'under government; they re¬ 
collect him when accused by Mr. Madqpksi 
relative:to the seat of Quiiuin pick; they, 
recollect tliese things and a great many 
more', and it will require something a little 
more pot^ than speeches and paragraphs 
to rub them out of llictr recollection. 
During his administration the jails have 
been filled with persons prosecuted| by the 
governmeul, for libel. For the last huu- 
dred years Eiigland^has not sdtn aqy latng 
like tliis until he became minister. ^ 

Much has been said of the gentleness and 
huHwnity of his naturae. In what riiis was 
discovered, except in his deportment to¬ 
wards his own family (and tigers are gentle 
4o their young ones), I am at a loss to ima* 
gine. As far as the public know -any thing 
of him, the* contrary appears tohavehAn 
the truth. Ha; began his career at’the bar 
as a holder, of briefs in stble prosecutions 
In the counties svlicre he w'cnt on the cir¬ 
cuit; and, 1 believe, he made hisbegin- 
niiig ill the prosecution oT Mr. PniLLirs 
(now Sir Richard) at Leie^ter, tor selling 
Fame's Rights o/ Mm, upon which occi- 


sion he made a most virulent and venom¬ 
ous jittack upon the party ,proseaited. 
This was his out-set in politics as well as in 
law; and his progress certainly did not 
disgrace tlie beginning. 

There are, however, tsvo recent instances, 
in which the disposition of the man was 
made fully appear. I allude to the case of 
Mr. Beaumont, who was imprisoned in 
Newgate for a libel; and to the case of 
Abams, the man who suffered so much 
torture in Devonshire in order to get out of 
thcJrcfiy. Mr. Beaumont was prosecuted 
by Gibbs for publishing a libel on the king. 
The substance of the publication was, that 
there was a secret influence behind the 
throne greater than the throne itself. This 
had been said and sung many times before; 
but, be that as it m;^y, the m*^n was prose¬ 
cuted, found guilty, and sentenced to be 
imprisoned in New’gate for two years, and, 
at the expiration of.the time, to (lay a fine. 
Beaumont was a poor man, and, of course, 
his family were reduced to the greatest mi¬ 
sery. When his time expired, he had not 
the means to pay the fine. He petitioned 
your Royal Highness to have it^ remitted. 
He was referred, as is usual, he was told, 
in such cases, to the Treasury, the fine 
being a debt to the crown; but,®thougIi his 
two years were expired, and though he had- 
been in jail som^ months before he received 
fudgpient, he was suffered still to remain 
in Newgate for some months ISrtger; and, 
at Just, I believe, he went out by virtue of 
I the insolvent act. 

The other instance of Mr. Perceval’s 
gentle disposition has been the subject of 
much animadversion all over tb^ country. 
Sir Fkanc*8 BuRi)ET;r, on the 15lh of 
April last, in a speech relative to flogging 
soldiers, mentioned the sufferings of Phi- 
N^As Adams, Taunton, in Devonshire, 
wfio had undergope the most horrible tor- 
“ture, in ordey to get out of the army and 
put of the readb of tfle lash. ~ Sir Francis 
stated, that Adams* amongst other tortures, 
had endured that of pins thrusted up under 
his pails; that he had been segdped, apd 
had his skull scraped, tliat*he eiidinred all 
these tortures in order to get his discharge; 
that his resolution seamed more than mor¬ 
tal, and, that only jit the moment when 
the instrument reached the bone of his skull 
could be be ma^e to utter a single groan. 
This,Sijr^ was a recital not much calcu¬ 
lated, one would suppose, to excite ridi¬ 
cule in a speaker or laughter in an audi¬ 
ence ; but, it s^nds reported in the news¬ 
papers, that ‘Mr. Perceval mad« a jest of 
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“ bility for <^j'S together, and hid bt»n 
“ even scalped to see whether bis senses 
“ cotrld be restored. The elose of was, 
“ that hg ^terwarcJ? got up and ran away, 
“ and had jievcr been more heard of since. 

This story, which was said to have hap- 
“ pened at Taunton, had afterwards been 
“ inquired into, and was fouiufto have no 
“ foundation in fact. Now it was rather 
•“ singular that the Honourable Baronet, 
“ who was in Jhie habit of professing very* 
“ little respect for news-paper authority, 

“ should h.tve tak*eri it from a news-paper, 

“ and gravely brought it forward as a fact, 
“ and a proof %f the, system ot torture 
“ praciised in the army. [Hear I hear .‘"I 
“ It would have been easy to obtain irifor- 
“ nialion oh this pointy but this might riot 
“ have suited the Hon. liafbnel's object. 

“ 1 he story had falsehood on the very face 
“ of it; and those whose business it was to 
“ inquire, had found it so.” Now, Sir, 
since this speech was made, an account of 
the whole matter has been published at 
Taunton {in a paper called the Tauntoh 
Coukier) under the signature of one of the 
surgeons^ who attended poor Adams, and 
who raised the scalp upon his head. Tliis 
acconiu agrees perfectly with that of Sir 
^Incis Burdett. Upon what authority, 
tnen, did Mr. Perceval assert, that the 
.whole slory was a falsehood ? Upon 
what authority did he assert, that tliose 
whose business it was to inquire into the 
matter, had found the whole story to be a 
falsehood ? Upon what grounds did he 
'make these* assertions ? He not oofy made 
these assections; but he broadly insipuaied, 
that it liad not suited Sir Francis to inquire 
into the facts; wr, in other words, that he 
had dwelt upon what he liad reason to be¬ 
lieve wa^ false; because, said he. “it would 
“ have been easy to obtain information on 
“ if^e point.'i Jt appears to me quite im¬ 
possible to* justify, of to palliate, this 
conduct of Mr. Perceval. He not only as¬ 
serted what he must have known to be 
false, but he accused his adversary of in- 
tentionat falsehood. This is one.way of 
qnswering'i statement, to be jure; but, it 
is a way which can excite in no good man 
ai»>' regret for its being put a stop to. 

With me, it requires uolijing more than 
these instances to tnaik and lix the charac¬ 
ter of the man. VV^heti, therefore, 1 hcai- 


the'“ that, as Sir Fratreis said, was 
utWrtd by Adams at the scalping. Aiyl, 
the report further says, that when Mr. 

Perceval uttered the “ oA,” there was “ a 
“ laugh in the Honourable House.” The 
part of the reportliere alluded to stands 
thus: “ Would the production of the do- 

“ cument required throw the faintest light 
“ upon any of the cases which the Honour- 
“ able Baronet (Sir Franqi^ BurdettJ had 
“ selected from the news-papers; to which 
“authority, however, he declared ^hat ht 
“ gave little credit? Would it aflbrd any 
“ information upon the instance of singular. 

“ inseflsibilfty which he had adduced with 
“ so much ostentation, and which (though 
“ taken from a news-paper) the Honourable 
“ Baronet iirsplicitly believed ? For his 
“ part, he (Mr. Perceval) was not quite 
“so credulous, for he discredited the slory 
“ altogelhsr. The statement that was 
“ published bore upon the face of it marks 
“ of fabrication: it was said that the man 
“ endured the most exquisite tortures that 
could be invented, unmoved, until at last 
“ he was trepanned, and the brain being 
“ scraped,* he simply exclaimed “Oh!” 

“■[a LAUGH.] This might be true, as 
“ well as *^e addition to it—(hat the man 
“being discharged, instantly recovered; 

“ but on hearing that a press-gang was in 
“ the neighbourhood, made his escape, 

“ and neve*' was heard of afterwards. *Mr. 

“ Perceval thought that lis sev 5 r had been 
“ heard of before [« laugh.]” How merry 
your Minister was, Sir, upon this subject I 
Alas ! tiis mirth was not destined to be of 
long duration ! When I j^ad, in the news¬ 
papers, flie plaintive “ 0A,”,utJered by 
Mr. Perceval at th€ lunment wlien he was 
e-xpiring, 1 could not help calling to mind 
the “ Oh” uttered by him, upon nearly 
the same spot, only a few days before, *m 
ridicule of Phineas Adatfts. v 

On this occasion, -however,‘ the veracity 
as well as the hunianity bf Mr. Perceval 
becatiie in question. He stated,' in answer 
to Sir Francis Burdett, certain facts. Or, 
at least, lie inpdo some assertions, wfiich 
have attracted a good deal of attention 
throughout the country. The whole \jas- 
sage, as published in the Courier, stands 
thus: “ The Hon. Baronet had niention- 

“ ed the case of a militianKin who had pins 
“thrust under his narts: but the same ,_ 

“news-paper statement which cfmlainel^. members of parllaiMcnt talking of tlie ex- 
“ this account, added, tbat it was, nut by | cellence of the disposition of Mr. Perceval, 


“ way of punishment, but becaus^he had 
“ shammed dead to avoid punishment— 
* that he had lain in this state of insensi 


I cannot help wishing, that they would givo 
us some instances of it. They may, how¬ 
ever, rest satislied, that the people sec lii'^ 
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clwractel' in its true light; aad .that those 
at Nottingliain (whom I, for !hy part, shall 
always hold ii\ particuia| respect) have, 
upon this occasion, spoi^u the voice of all 
England. ‘ [ ' 

It has been alleged, Sir, that Mr, Perce-’ 
val’s family ought to be provided for, be¬ 
cause he was killed for having expressed his 
opinion and acted upon that expression. 
This was tlie argument of Mr. Po^jsonby, 
■who, after the words whi<!i I have taken 
ior my motto, added, “ If any man suffer 
for a conscientious discharge gf his duly, 
there is not a man in England wKo is not 
“ bound to assert the prirciple, that he is 
“ entitled to be protected, an^ that the 
“ House is bound, as far as the nature of 
the case will adn^t qf, to remtunerate his 
“ family lortthe loss they may have sus- 
“ tained.” According to this doctrine 
(taking in that of my motto whicli goes 
immediately before this passage^, why 
should not the family of Mr. Gilbert Wake¬ 
field come to the House for compensation? 
For, therp is, I believe, in the mind of no 
man, a doubt, that Mr. WaketicUl lost his 
liberty, and, finally,, his life, in (he con- 
scieniious discharge of what he deemed his 
duly. I speak not here of those, who, 
under Perceval’s own administration, ha^-e 
been imprisoned and ruined in health anV 
estate for having done what Mr. Ponsonby 
•says every man has a right to do, namely, 
cypress their opinion: I speak not hereof 
those; nor need I; lor th’ere are quite 
enough who have suHered before that, since 
the contiiienceiiient of the war against the 
lle|)ubl leans of France; and I see no reason 
why the'y, if alive, or their families, should 
not receive remuneration. Some Af them 
have, indeed, survived : and none of them 
have beeh actually killed at once. But, 
they have all sulfered worse than 'death ; 
and what has been inhiiitely syowe for the 
couniry; because their punishment lias blen 
' sucli^ as to excite less attention that: more 
.sangtiinary punishmenis would have ex¬ 
cited. , • 

In speaking of the provision for Mr. Per¬ 
ceval’s I* luily, it has been represented as’ 
being due tolhem in lieu of what he would 
have gained at the bar. I'his is a mode 4 >f 
reckoning which has been much in {practice 
of late years,’since tlie gpvcriiment has 
been in the hands of lawyers ; but, the im¬ 
pudence of it is, surely,^without a parallel. 
It is perfectly notorious, that, in general, 
banisters become placemen because they 
cannot get their bread at the bar. Besides, 
who Jot CCS ihcm-to become placemen? Is 


it not their own act ? Aye, Sir, and the 
time, which, if spent at their books, would 
m^e them lawyers, is spent in hunting 
after employments in the offices of govern¬ 
ment. And, as to Mr. Perceval himself, 
it is very weU known, that his practice at 
the bar was very insignificant. Indeed, 
thair he had scarcely any practice at all but 
what he derived from the government; that, 
be became Solicitor General in ISOO, or 
thereabouts; *and that, previous to that 
timCj the briefs that he held were chiefly 
such as were put into bis hands by the So¬ 
licitors of the Treasury, Customs, and Ex- 
,cise. He, as I said before, was first 
brought out at Leicester, in tlie prosecution 
of Mr. Phillips, far selling Paine’s Rights 
;of.Man; and in this way he was employed 
by the government^till he became Solicitor 
General. The government has always, I 
believe, been his chief paymaster; and, 
dull as the people* of England may be 
thought. Sir, they know that when the go¬ 
vernment is paymaster, they themselves 
have to furnish the mone)*. Tliey, tliere- 
fore, can sec no reason whatever for their 
being now compelled to maintain this man's 
family; and they will not, I am certain, be 
well pleased till the burden shaU be taken 
from their shoulders. 

Besides, Sir, (je had received vast sums 
of money from us. He was, at the early 
part of his ministry, in the annual receipt 
of about c£6,OQO^a year; and, since the re- 
sighation of the Duke of Portland, in the 
receipt of about of'12,000 a year, besides a 
house to live in, maintained by the^public 
at great expense.This vyas not only suffi¬ 
cient, but much more than sulhcieot. The 
smallesi'^sum he received EXCEEDED 
THE ANNUAL SALARY OF THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA; and yet the 
J[atter is the Chief Magistrate of a people as 
numerous as the inhabitants o£> Great Bri¬ 
tain, if we exdept, the paupers, the tax- 
gatherers, the soldiers and the sailors. 
How much a man like Mr. Perceval would 
have been able to earn im America I know 
not'; but, 1 think, it will be allowed, that 
he did not deserve more than is given to 
Mr. Madison, who, while we have been 
harassed with wars <and distresses, has, 
together with his, predecessors, preserved 
peace and prospeHit.y to the people who 
have ‘had the good sense to choose him. 
Ves, Sir, 1 do think, that the people of 
England, and that the whole world, will 
be of ojlinion, that this barrister was well 
paid in a sum equal to that of the salary of 
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the Chief Magistrate of the American 
States, which remain united in spite of the 
generous and humane scheme of the Em¬ 
ployers of Captain Henry! But, it is now 
nearly four years that Mr. Perceval* has 
been in the receipt of more than twice as 
much as the salary of the Anaerican Presi¬ 
dent ! And, Sir, 1, fur one, should be 
glad to hear what reason can be given for 
this. For tlie writers of a prostituted, 
press to abuse me, to call me jacobin, to 
call me incendiary, is no answer lo^ me. 

I still say, that I see no reason why the 
money of the people should be thus ex¬ 
pend^. I see no reason why the minister, 
in England, the servant of the King, should 
receive from the public purse twice as 
much as th| President of the America!^ 
Stales, twice as much as the Chief Magis¬ 
trate of a great and a free nation. The 
chief offitjfrs under the President, the mi¬ 
nisters of Foreign Affairs, of fVar, of Fi¬ 
nance, in America, do not, all pul together, 
receive from the public A FOURTH PART 
SO MUCH AS MR. PERCEVAL RE¬ 
CEIVED FROM THE PEOPLE OF 
ENGLAND. Yet, Sir, those American 
ministers are men of talents. We have 
found Mr^ Monroe, who is now Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, quite a match for our 
Secretaries of State. And this Mr. Mon¬ 
roe receives o£900 a year, while such, a 
man as ^Mr. Perceval received *about 
oflSjOGO a year. Reallvj.Sir, I cannot, 
for my part, see why this should b^; 1 
cai:)not see why the people of Englantf 
slioulc? be compelled to pay their public* 
functionaries at this enomous rate. 

Your»Royal Highnes’s need not be re¬ 
minded of the state in whiciT tlfe finances 
of this country now are ; you need not be 
told, that the bank notes are become in effect 
a legal tender; you need not* be told that 
the holders of funded [woperty tremble fqj- 
that property. Tjiese things cannot be 
unknown to your Royal* Highness; but, 
you may, perhaps, not have reflected upon 
the cause. That cause is, the boundless 
expeqditare of the government; anti, of 
tlat expenditure, no small part has gone 
into the pockets of individuals. Those 
who are interested in supporting this system, 
always speak of the salaries and [jensions 
and sinecures of each jiedividual in com¬ 
parison with the wholemf the revenue of the 
country. But this, like all the rest 6f t^ir 
conduct, is grounded in a desire to deceive. 
When, for instance, we speak of the money 
received by different members of fhe House 
of Commons, as stated in the report of 
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1808, they say, “what is that s«m c^- 
pared to the ?vfaolcof therevenue?” But, if 
they were told, that the s\sx!a,vfis equal to the 
assesseiand land taxes of two thirds^ Scot¬ 
land; ahdithat if the members of tlie Hous^ 
'of Commols would nut put any of the public 
money in their pockets, ^wo thirds) Scotland 
ntight go free from assessed and land taxes; if 
they were told this, they would, impudent 
as they are, be at a loss for a reply. If 
they are told, %hat the sinecure places of 
Loan Aroen (the brother of Mr, Perceval) 
amount in gross *( agreea|ily to the account 
laid before parliament) to upwards of 
£3SjftOO a yew, they answer, “ what is 
“ the sum of ,£38,000 a year to the great 
“ revenue of England?” But, if*they 
were told,® that £38,900 is equal to the 
land and assessed taxes of about SIXTY 
PARISHES; if they were told this, they 
would not know very well what to say. 
The ejapenditure of a nation, as well as of 
a single family, is made up of numerous in¬ 
dividual items, and if each of tliese be dis¬ 
regarded because it is small compared with 
the whole of the expenditure, it is manifest 
that ruin must ensue. The whole of our 
present embarrassments, as well as all the 
dangers which hang over us, do, in my 
opinion, arise, from bestowing unnecessarily 
^ne public money upon individuals. This 
opinion is not stated at hazard; it is 
grounded upon minute examination; and, 

I think myself capable of proving it to the 
perfect satisfaction of your Royal Highness, 
tliough the present is not the lit occasion for 
so doing. • But, Sir, proved it will and 
mustht: men; parties; factions; may say 
what they please. Falsehoods m^y be en¬ 
couraged and. Truth may be • punished ; 
but EVENTS, of which we have already 
seen some that were not generall)fexpected; 
EVENTS will call forth the proof, will 
discover»i!^ caus«, and will point out the 
remedy. • • 

In rf'eturning to Mr. Perceval, we must ' 
not forget what he had secured to him in 
reversion; for, that was so much gain as 
far, at least, as his wishes could go. He 
had the grant in reversion of his nrother’s 
enormous sinecures; that is to Say, £38,000 
% year,, exclusive of what ix s^id to arise 
from interest of public money in his hands. 
Taking it, hojvever, at £88,000 a year, 
this was the revenue, the .reversion of 
which was granted to Mr. Perceval for bis 
life. And, is.sucli a reversion to be re- 
I garded as nothing ? It would, I dare say, 
have sold for £100,000; and, if the heir 
did not sell it, the :easoa.was, that he pre- 
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'terred fcieping if. It was •»forth so much; ready he was to tbcow tliC children upon 
and, if he did not live tqppofsess the reve- the country ; wpon that people, whom their • 
nue of it, the f^ult was not wi|h those who father and .uncle lad so largely contributed 
grant A it. ‘And, it is always to be borne to burden! Is it wonderful. Sir, that the 
in mind, that this grant was rfiade many peo|de, when they hear these things, are 
years ago. Indeed the grant wras made in* out of humour? Is it wonderful that they 
tlie year 1764, that is to say, 48 years discover their discontents? To be sure, 
ago. Whon the reversion to Mr. Perceval there was no law to compel Lord Arden to 
was granted I do not find stated in any ac- support his brother’s children; and, if Ids 
count to which I have had access; but, I, name had been left unmentiened, he might 

•find it stated, (hat the grant (if the sinecures have passed unnoticed ; but, when his la- 
was made 48 years ago. The gross receipt mentations for the children are pushed Ibr- 
of Lord Arden, excbisive of interest of pub- ward in support of a grant out of the public 
lie money in his hands, was, in 1808, up- money, that public have a right to inquire 
wards of 38 thousand pounds, ^he exact .into the extent of the means which he him- 
Burn was .£38,666*'; and, as there is no self derives from their purse, 
reason to suppose,' that the sum has been Much has been faid, Sir, respecting the 
much less, during wars against France, ^privale viriues of'your late ipinister, and, 
it follows, that the whole of the money re- indeed, they appear to have been brought 
ceived for these sinecures, since 1793 only forward in a very prominent way in sup- 
(aliowing nothing for the time of peace) port of the grant that has been i^de out of 
would be .£794,188. And, if the com- the public money. ' It.has been urged, that 
pound interest be t'akcn into the account, being so good a husband and father^ his 
the sum will be considerably above a mil- loss to his family is tlie greater, and, theic- 
lion oj pounds sterling. This is for only fore, the greater ouglu to be the rejK«««ra- 
Iwenlt/ tjears past ; only 20 years out of the tion ; and, upon this curious logic is built 
48 years; and, there must, during the a part, at least, of the claim. . But, Sir, 
American war, have been some rich har- what benefit did the public derive from the 
vests for these same sinecure offices. And private virtues of Mr. Percevid? Sup- 
yet, Sir, we are told, under the form oLa posing him to have been a kind husband 
report of a speech in the House of Cony-’ and a tender father; and, it is mere sup- 
iiions, that tliis Lord Arden, in weeping posiUon^ for we have no proof of the fact, 
over the body,of Mr. Perceval, exclaimed,' If ilie real truth were known, he would, 
what will become of his twelve children !” perhaps, be found not to have led the life 
But, this is too curious a nlatter not to be of‘a turtle dove any more than his neigh- 
more particularly iu>ticed. The speech,^to ‘hours. But, if we admit the fact, to which 
whidi i>allude, is attributed to a Mr. Lush- 'I have no objection; if w'c admit'diim to 
INCTON, who, in support of the pariia- have lived very happily in his family, the 
mentary grant, is reported^ to have spoken merit was Mrs. I’erce.val’s, and<>not his; 
ihus;—“I will mention a circumstance and tboiJrgh^^he mightoweliergreatgrati- 
V deeply calculated to impress the feelings of tude, it does not follow that the people of 
“ the Hofise.I saw Lord Arden, the brother England arc to pay her money for having 
“ of Mr. Perceval, overwhelmed with grief, nmdehim happy. The person of Mr.Per- 
and his hand placed upon his body, near jceval (for they wiH force us to go into his 
“the part where she fatal wiound Was family affiiirs^ was suf;h as faisly to entitle 
♦‘inflicted: ‘My brother!’ he exclaimed, Mrs. Perceval 'to something beyond the 
“ ‘ you are gone! you are gone to Heaven ! usual standard in t&e way of complaisance 
but jfour children —‘ Hiscffildren,’ on his part. There is far less merit in 4he 
“ replied an/fiwoMraWe Member standing attemions of such a maa; and, •thefcfore, 

“ by, ‘*ar« his country’s !’—I hope this if he found happiness at hpme, it only 
“ ■decIaratiotiT will be verified j and that the* proves the amiable diiiposition and the good 
“ liberality of Parliament will protect thepi sense of his wife. 

“ In a manner adequate to the occasiijn.”— But, Sir, his condkict towards his wife 
One would imagine, Sir, that Lord Arden and family has netjiiug to do with his pub- 
iieed not hai»e ^en so very unhappy about lie conduct. To ai^init that it has, would 
the means of support for the children, even be to *)ay<^^all public principle prostrate at 
if they had been twelye hundred in number the feet of hypocrisy. It is a great advan- 
in place of twelve. How readily, however, tage to a mao to live happily in his family ; 
the “ Jionourable merabera’ found out a it is a ^eat miafot^une when he dotis not; 
sqarce of comfort for his Lordship 4 How but, between man and wifie who is to be 
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judge? or their disputes who is to be the 
■ umpire ? Al! that one can say, is, that, if 
a man live happily with his wife, they aVe 
both fortunate; if not, they are both Unfor¬ 
tunate. Their happiness, or unhappiness, 
depends upon so many and Such peculiar 
and inexplicable circumstances, that it sel¬ 
dom happens that a third party can judge 
between them; but, as far as relates to the 
matter of “ constancy,” of which, as a 
virtue of Mr. Perceval, soWuch has been 
said in the news-papers, there is no man, 
who is not equal to Old Hypocrisy f^rioni- 
fied, who will pretend to deny, that, 
wherever that virtue is found to exist in a' 
husband, to the wife solely the merit be¬ 
longs. At any rate, it qaust be the height 
of folly, or of hypocrisy, or of both toge¬ 
ther, to pretend, that a man is the bett’er' 
as a minister because he is constant to his 
wife and fond of his children. Who is so 
unnatural as not to be fond of his children, 
or even of his wife’s children, especially 
when brought up under his roof? The 
brute creation become fond of each other 
by living together, though brought from 
different pjirts of the world, and though of 
different kinds; and, are we, then, to re¬ 
gard it as a merit iq a man that he is fond 
of his owff children? Nor are we to sup¬ 
pose, that a fondness for wife and children, 
that a tenderness towards them, is any se¬ 
curity at all for a tenderness towards llie 
puOlic. llie vulture is as constant and as 
fond us the dove; and tli2 former, even at 
the moment when he is tearing out the* 
bowela»of the chicken, and, in spite of the< 
heart-piercing screams qf the mother, is 
bearing qff his prey to his own nest, may 
justly boast of being actuated by Seelings of 
conjugal and paternal fondness. 

Thus, in whatever light I view the mat¬ 
ter, I can find no grounds for the gjjnt 
made to the family of.your late minister. 
There is, Itpwever, one character, in which 
none of his eulogjsts'have ihought proper to 
speak of him; namely,*that oj,AUTHOR. 
He was the author of a book, and a book 
so famous as to by called, by way of^emi- 
nenc^, THE,®dOK, an appellation, thus 
used, heretofore confined to the pible. 
Blit, such appears *to have been his n^o- 
desty, in this chargpter, that, after having 
written his book, caus^ it to be printed, 
and to be stitched unready for sale, he 
suppressed it with as much care j^idanxif ty 
as other authors discover in the promulga¬ 
tion and circulation of theirs. This Book, 
or, rather, The Book, wjth the •merits of 
■ which your Royal Highness is suppos^ to 


he extremely well acquainted, his hear 
kept from tife public, in this couq^ 
ftboiigh bart of It has been printed and 
pubiished in Germany ); but, jt will not 
always be |n kept.* When the Book shall 
be publish^, and not till then, the people 
of England will be fully acquainted with 
the character of its author; aqd, indeed, 
the history of the Book will bring to light 
the true character of many others as well 
*as he. But, ii|the meanwhile, it must be. 
confessed, that even ths known part of his 
conduct in this affair does not place him in 
a very envi^Ie point of view ; and, I can¬ 
not help thinkin|ry that, while it I'cmained 
unexplained, no laonoment should have 
been voted to his memory, lest the publica¬ 
tion of ThqBook should render it a monu¬ 
ment of national folt^. * ^ 

In conclusion, though it is starting anew 
subject, I cannot refrain from calling to the 
mind of your Royal Highness the advice I 
took the liberty to offer you in the winter of 
1B11, upon the subject of choosing a minis- 
try. I then advised you to appeal to the 
people ; to strengthen yourself by an asso¬ 
ciation with them, tbe natural allies of a 
constitutional King of England. If your 
Royal Highness had so done, you would 
not have experienced what you have expe¬ 
rienced during the last three weeks. If 
there had wanted any thing to convince you 
’ ol the absolute necessity of a reform in the 
Commons’ House of parliament, it must, 1 
think, now be no longer wanting. The 
Hpuse, the very same members, who have, 
tlirough a|l its measures, supported,the mi¬ 
nistry of Mr. Perceval, have, now called 
upon you to clMnge that ministry; find, for 
what ? Because Mr. Perceval is dead ? 
Surely it was easy to find a man to suphly 
his place; and, mark the fact, Ms incapa¬ 
city as prime minister had been declared by 
one of h|s former colleagues, and by that 
ccdleagiie, mo, whom the same House of 
Coiunions have now seemed willing to re- . 
ceive*a$his successor. The fact is. Sir, and 
it is a fact of great Importance, that the House, 
in calling upon you to ch^ige your minis¬ 
ters, do, in fact, call upon^you foraa change 
of measures ; it being notorious, that the 
Opposition are for measures the opposite, 

Ih most respects, of those which have, for 
a lotfg while past, been pursued. And, 
what is the reason for their demanding this 
change of measures? The death of Mr. 
Perceval? That«will hardly be alleged to 
be the fact. *It will hardly be asserted, 
that Catholic fmancipalion and a repeal oj 
the Orders in Councilf which they votM 


i 
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ikainst‘before, are become proper measures 
in*consequeiice (d Mr. Rerceval’s death. 
His death never can have produced this 
vonfierful dibct. No, •Sir, tiie real cause 
of this change of views in thr fiouse is^ 
their alarm at the prospect bgfore them. 
They apprehend, and justly, that, if there 
he not a vfllry great change of measures, the 
most awful calamities are unavoidable. It 
is not Mr. Perceval’s death which has.^ 
•created this alarm. If he*had died in his 
bed, or had been shot by a highwayman, 
your Royal Highnecs wofild h^ve heard of 
no Address for a change of miniclry. Sir 
Virary Gibbs, or some sue^t person, would 
have supplied his place, and all would 
have gone on as usual. But, it was the 
/(/nr, iht ljlace,th€ alleged moihe, of kill¬ 
ing him; and more, especially the unequi¬ 
vocal applause which the act received from 
a large portion of the people; it was this, 
Sir, that excited the alarm, and tfeat pro¬ 
duced the Address for a change of men, it 
being well known, that, in this case, a 
change of men must produce a change of 
measures. 

But, Sir, this change will, I am afraid, 
be no mure than another palliative. It 
will not, I fear, include that change, with¬ 
out which all others are useless, a reform in 
the Commons’ House of Parliament. 11> 
the want of this reform every evil we expe¬ 
rience may be traced. There is not one 
the root of which is not here. That Debt, 
which now hangs like a millstone about the 
ntek of the country; all the calamities’of 
the war% the war itself,* with a5l the po¬ 
verty and misery that it has engendered; 
all, all Come from a want of a full 'and fair 
reiiresentation of the people in that House 
of Parliament which belongs to them. If 
we look 'back for any number of years, 
within fifty, wc shall find, that the situation 
of the country, let who would beinpow(;r, 
}ias,gradually become worse and^’on>e. "It 
• is worse now ihari it was in January last; 
and,this being the case, it would be mad¬ 
ness to suppose that it will mend, wfiile thf 
same system is piirsued. To do any thing 
effeclualf then, wc must have a.change of 
the system, which change, as it necessarily’ 
embraces a vast diminution in the public 
expenditure, in peace as well as in war, as 
necessarily embraces a rel^rm of parlia¬ 
ment, without which it is worse than non¬ 
sense to talk about oeconomy in the manage¬ 
ment of the national resdurpes. Therefore, 
if 1 had had the honour to be of your Royal 
Highness’s cabinet, 1 should have strenu¬ 
ously advised you to answer the Address pf 


the Honourable House, by assuring them, 
that, as they had now, all of a sudden, ' 
thought it proper to recommend to you to 
change those ministers whom they ha 1 uni¬ 
formly supported for so' long a time past, 
even in the imposing df restrictions upon 
yourself, you wished to resort to the deci- 
sioifof a third party, niiaely, the people ; 
and that, as, from the Address of the 
House, it apppa.red that the crisis called for 
an adminislralion upon a broad basis, you 
thought full as likely to be beneficial to take 
measures for insuring a parliament upon a 
broad basis. I should further have advised 
your Royal Highness to express your hope, 
that talents like those of Mr. Perceval, used 
in the way describt^ in Mr. Madocks’s mo- 
iticn, would, in future, be rentlered useless; 
and, that, when the new House should be 
assembled, you entertained not the smallest 
doubt of perceiving that the peo^de as well 
as the parliament had become fully sensible 
of the benefits of change. 

Such an answer as this would have made 
the neighbourhood of your palace ring with 
applause. You might have been wholly 
regardless of the intrigues of this or of 
that faction. But, Sir, amongst all the 
parties, and factions, apd cabals,.the people 
see nobody for them. The people h>ok 
upon all the factions with the same eyes; 
and, they yet wait for the expression of 
sentifitents by your Royal Highness calcu¬ 
lated to inspire them with the hope of see¬ 
ing better days. Your Royal Highness, 
‘must, I think, be convinced, that it is not 
' the intrigue of any party; that it is*^not an 
ordinary contest ftjr power, which has now 
pressed upoq you the necessity of h change 
of minisfry; but, thatit is the great and 
imperious circumstances of the country, 
which, in the minds of the holders, have 
pift the bordughs themselves in jeopardy, 
^hese holders hope, by the means of a 
change of ministry, - to preserve their 
power. They khow their own interests as 
well as most people ; but, the times are 
very diSerent from any that they have be¬ 
fore %een. They, in getting rid oT one dan¬ 
ger*, are running headlong into another, 
whicii they do not perceive, but which is 
full as certain in its final effects as that 
which they are so anxiPus to avoid. 

Amongst the Bi'>ny disagreeable circum¬ 
stance^ of the times, there is one which 
must gl\:2 pleasure to every friend of free¬ 
dom; and that is, that none of the evils 
that now exist, or of the greater evils that 
are apprehended; are to be ascribed to the. 
“ Jacobins and Levellers;” in other words, 
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the parliamnlary reformers. They have, 
fof twenty years past, opposed, as far as 
they, dared, the measures of the govern¬ 
ment, and for twenty years past they have 
been objects of ptrsetution. They have* 
nevef had any power;*all their advice has 
been rejected ; and not a few of them have 
been wholly ruined for uttering their opi-* 
nions, those opinions, which, according to 
my motto, they had a right to express. 
Tliey had before been told, Tn the same 
words, that they had a full and perfect 
right to express their opinions ; but, 'the 
motnent they did express them, the hand 
of power d-ushed them to the earth. Well, 
Sir, they have been beaten by their adver¬ 
saries ; the antijacobins prevailed over 
them; many of ^hem lost their lives, and 
more their health and property; but, has 
this secured their opponents ? Are they 
now safe? the contest likely to end in 
their triumph? There artf troubles in the 
heart of the kingdom; soldiers are neces¬ 
sary to protect gentlemen in their country 
houses; the arms of the Local Militia re¬ 
quire guarding; troops are stationed round 
the court of justice at Chester; barracks 
are e’rected near almost every large town, 
and new on^ are prt^osed; the prime 
•minister is shot in the House of Commons, 
and the great mass of the people applaud 
the act; threatening letters are sent even to 
your Royal ^ighness. These are liie 
' things which we behold at ^the end of 
twenty years of prosecution ^ thrf “ Jaco-* 
“ bins and Levellers,” that is to say, the 
Reformers These prosecutions, then, 
have not produced much g«od in the end. 
They have‘grown, yaar alter year, more 
and more frequent, *1111, at fast,* men 
have, in many instances, been afraid to 
make any use at all of the press. Those 
who have still written have been compelled,!* 
unless they WTote in favoiii»of the ministry 
or the court,‘to have Recourse to fable, or 
to some other of the shifts, sVhich a dread 
of punishment suggests. But, still judges 
al Chester have guards; bank notes are 
become legal temUr ; and the French hwe 
become masters lo/ the Continent of Europe. 
Government prosecutiqps against the pc^ss 
are not, then, an infallible cure for national ,| 
dangers; Attorney Generals are not the 
most efficient of statesmen ■* special juries, 
whatever else they can, tfo, cannot reach 
Napoleon. If, indeed, as I hav§ oiten»| 
said, our Attorney General could prosecute 
this gentleman; if our Gibbses or our 
Sauriiis could stick one ol <hpir informa¬ 
tions upon hiia: if they could get him 


before a judge and a special jury; if |^ey e 
could do this, "it would be something;diptyr 
|*this they cannot do. He is beyond their 
grasp. ' , / 

It is quits amusing* to hear the severaf 
speech-makers Italking of the “ alarming 
“ situation of ^ the country." To hear 
them, one would imagine, that they and the 
parliament had had no hand in the public 
measures for the last twenty years. One 
woiild imagine, t^at, they were all new , 
people^ just come forward to save, the na¬ 
tion, which had been plunged into ruin by 
its own foHy *or wickedness. But, Sir, 
the people of England and of Ireland too 
have sense enough fo know, that the same 
I men, who are now upon the stage, have 
[been upon tbe,stage during the last twenty 
y&rs; the people ha^^ Sense enough to 
know, that, when alternately in power, 
none of these men havs done any thing for 
public liberty; the people know that these 
men, who* pretended to be alarmed at the 
progress of anarchy in 1793, and who now 
are really alarmed at the result of their 
own measures, have never shown any dis¬ 
position to lessen the public burdens, and 
that, however they may have differed as to 
other matters, they have all joined in re¬ 
sisting inquiry into the trafficking in seats 
antiaOther acts of corruption. The penpUy 
therefore, Sir, are very far indeed from 
'petrlicipating in their alarms. Their 
alarms do not alarm the people. Some 
how’;or other there is very little sympathy 
here.^ The people, in fact, hear none of 
tkem talk of. a relinquishment of any part 
of what they receive out of the taxes; the 
people hear of nothing, as relatiqg to 
themselves, but new taxes, new barracks, 
and new penal latvs ; and, while this is lh6 
case, it can make little difference to them 
in whose hands the power is lodged. Your 
Royal Higljpiess has been called upon to 
Tonn' a piinij|t1'y upon n^broad basis, such 
as the alarming crisis demands. But, 
these who give you this advice, shoqld 
have pointed out to ^ou the cause of the 
alarm. They have not done this, because 
to have done this would have been ta pass a 
censure upon the measures that they havq 
supported for many years past. ^ It would, 
indeed, ^have been to condemn the system 
altogether ; and that would uqt have suited 
their purpose. The talk about/' a strong 
“ ministry” is, if looked into, nonsense.. 
•What is the slrengthethu a ministry wants? 
The talents of three or four men, under¬ 
standing finance, and diplomatic concerns. 
That is all. What these talkers mean by 
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strength is, capability of commanding voles; 
und tills is a sort of sijength which is by 
no foeans calculated to men^ the afiairs of* 
the iiationr If, indeed, the bank notes 
cwld be restored to their [orjner value by 
votes; if the manufaciurera could be to 
work by votes ; if the nanonal debt could 
be paid off by votes ; if Napoleon could be 
voted Alt of Spain and Holland *and Italy; 
if votes could make the French nation fools 
or cowards—if votes l^d the power tef do 
any of these, it would be proper to call a 
tninistry with a large majority a strong 
ministry. But,'° none of tiiese things are 
to be done by voles; and, therefore, the 
opkhet is wlictlly inapplicable. What is 
wanted is, not a strong ministry; but an 
honest ministry^ wIk) would soon give us a 
reformed House of Commons, who, bjT a* 
great redaction in the expenditure and the 
taxes, would give us the best chance of 
content, tranquillity and happiness. That 
the choice of your Royal Highness may be 
fixed on such a ministry is the earnest 
prayer of,-Your faithful and most obe- 


dienti servant, 

WM. COBRETT. 
Slate Prison, Xewgale, 

Thursday, 4ih June, 1812. 


I must still postpone my rensflrks 
upon the prosecution and punisliment of 
Mr. Eaton, for publishing the third and 
last part of Paine’s Ace of Reason. I 
intend to follow it with ssme account 6f the 
unexpected retreat of Sir Vi oaky Qibbs, 
noWj become “ Judge Gibbs,,” being ap¬ 
pointed to a PUISNE judgship in the Court 
of Common Pleas. I wish he'had been 
out of place for five or liix mouths under an 
administration differenf^ from the last I 
But, pphaps (which is not unnatural) he 
did not wish this for precisely the same ISince the plan of an organized opposition to 


AMERICAN DOCUMENTS 

Relative to Mr. Henry's Mission, accom¬ 
panying Ike Message of the President of 
the United States, of the 12/A of March, 
to both Houses of Congress in 
America, 

f Continued from page 7Qi.J 

Boston, Mj^rcb 29, 1809. 
Sir,—Since my letter of the I3th, no¬ 
thing has occurred which 1 thought worthy 
of a communication. Thejast weeks of 
this month, anfd the'first of April, will be 
occupied in the election of Governors and 
other Executive Officers in the New Eng¬ 
land States. The Federal candidate in 
New Hampshire is already elected by a 
majority of 1,000 votes. His competitor 
was a man of large fortune, extensive con¬ 
nexions, and inof^insive manners. These 
account for the srhaliness of'ihe majority. 
In Connecticut no change is necessary, and 
none is to be apprehended. In Rhode 
liland, it is of no consequence of what 
party the Governor is a member, as he 
has neithcr'ervil nor mjlitary powers, being 
merely President of the Council. In Mas¬ 
sachusetts, it is certain that the Federal 
candidate will succeed. A few weeks will 
be sufficient ih order to determine the re¬ 
lative strtugth of parties, and convince Mr. 
Madison that a war with Great Britain is 
not a measure upon which he dare venture. 


reason that I did wish it. Hqyvever, he is 
now A judge, and, of coursfe,_^he ^ill' find It 
place in the “ History of the English, Welsh, 
‘‘Scotch, and Irish Judges, from 1798 to 
“ the present time, including are account of 
“ some of their most memorable decisions,” 
■which work will, 1 understand, be pub- 
. lisbed at Pkitadsiphia in the course of -the 
month of October or November next.^ 
This will Ise a very entertaining work,'' if it* 
be well exqputed; especially as it will, I 
am told, take into view kll the religions of 
the difierrat Judges. « 


An Historical Print, dedicated to this Na¬ 
tion, engraved by Wieliau Sharf, of BOA- 
1>IC£A, the British Qaeen, aohnatingThe Britons 


the measures of Mr. Jefferson was put into 
operation, .the wh 9 le of the New-England 
States have tcansferred their political power 
to his political'enemies,—and the reason 
that he has still so many adherents is,‘ that 
those who consider t|}e only Arue policy of 
America to consist in culuvation of 
peace, have stilly.,great confidence, that 
nothing can force him (or his successor, 
who acts up to his.system, or rather is go¬ 
verned by iU Jo consent to war. They 
coasjder all tn^ menaces, and “ dreadful 
“ »o^ of preparation,” to be a mere fi¬ 
nesse, interned only to obtain concessions 
from England on cheap terms. From every 
sort of evidence, 1 confess 1 am myself of 
the same c^iniou'—and am fuUy persuaded, 
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that the farce which has been acting ai 
W«ihtngton, will terminate in a full proof 
of the imbecility and spiritless temper of 
the actors. A war, attempted without the 
concurrence of both parties, and the general 
consent of the Northern,States, which con¬ 
stitute the bone and muscle of the country, 
must commence without hope, and end in, 
disgrace. It should, therefore, be the pe¬ 
culiar care of Great Britain to foster divi¬ 
sions between the North and South—and, 
by succeeding in this, she may carry into 
effect her own objects in Europe, witlf 
total disregard of the resentment of the de¬ 
mocrats of ahis country. 1 am, &c. A. B. 

Boston, April IZ, 1809. 

Sir,—I send to Mr. R. a pamphlet en¬ 
titled “ Suppress^ Documents.” The 
notes and comments were written by the 
gentleman who has written the “ Analy- 
“ sis,” wluch*I sent by a former convey¬ 
ance. These works have greatly contri¬ 
buted to excite the fears of the men of 
talents and property ; who now prefer the 
chance of maintaining their party by open 
resistance and^ final separation, to an al¬ 
liance- with France and a war with Eng¬ 
land. So that should the government un¬ 
expectedly, aifd contrary to all reasonable 
calculation, attempt to involve the country 
in a measure of tliat nature, 1‘am convinced 
(now that the elections have all terminated 
favourably) that none of the New England 
States would be a party in it.' But, as !• 
have repeatedly written, the General Go¬ 
vernment does not seriously entertain any 
such desire or intention, {iad the ma¬ 
jority in the J'few England States continued 
to approve of the public measures} it«is ex¬ 
tremely probable that Great Britain would 
now have to choose between war and con¬ 
cession. But the aspect of things, in this^ 
respect, is changed *, * and, a war would 
produce an meurabie^ alienation of the 
Eastern States, and bring the whoje coun¬ 
try into subordination to*the iuterests of 
England, whose navy would prescribe and 
enforce the terms uppn which the comroee- 
eial States should carry, and the agricul¬ 
tural States export, the^r surplus prnduc/!. 
All this is as well kaown to the democrats 
as to the other party; therefore, they will 
avoid a war, at least until th$ whole natkm 
is unauifiious for it. Stil^* when we cim- 
sider of what materials the Governrsfnt is 
formed, it is impossible to spesdt wkli any 
oertaioty of their measures. The past ad- 
mifuMrattoQ ia every transactian inresmta to 
the' mind only a muddy commixture of 


folly, wealmess, and duplicity. Ilie ^l], > 

whidi the nkio«s of Europe have ofeen 
tendered inert and inefficient, when they/ 
attempted to shake it off, has Stretched i|l 
shadows across the Atfantic, and made a 
majority of the ueople of these States, alike 
blind to duty ami to their true interests. 

1 am, &c. A. B. 

Boston, April 26, 1809. 

Sir,—Since my Iftter, No. 1, I have had ^ 
but little to ctMumunicate. 1 have not yet 
been able to ascertaif^ with sufficient accu¬ 
racy, the refat strcngtii of the two par¬ 
ties in the Legislative Bodies in New Eng¬ 
land. In all of thc^ States however, Go¬ 
vernors have been elected out of the Federal 
Party, and evqp the South^n Papers indi¬ 
cate an unexpected augfhentation of Fede¬ 
ral Members in the next Congress. The 
Correspondence between Mr. Erskine and 
the Secretary of State, at Washington, you 
will have seen before this can reach you. 

It has given much satisfaction to tiie Fede¬ 
ral Party here, because it promises an ex¬ 
emption from the evil they most feared,— 
a war with England, and justUies their 
partiality towards Great Britain, which 
they maintain was founded upon a lull con¬ 
viction of her justice and sincere disposition 
to pt^cserve peace. Even the democrats af¬ 
fect to be satisfied with it, because, as they 
Insist, it proves the efficacy of the restric¬ 
tive system of Mr. Jefferson. But the great 
benefit that willtprobably result from it, 
wvll he, that Bonaparte may be induced to 
force this couetry Iroio her neutral pospion. 
Baffled in his attempts to exclude, from this 
Continent the manufactures of Great. Bri¬ 
tain, he will, most likely, confiscate all 
American property in his dominions and 
dependencies, and declare war. Nothing 
could more than this contribute to give in¬ 
fluence and.stability^to the British party. 

The ihvi^iou| hccurrenc^s of the rebellion 
would be^ forgotten in the resentment of the 
people'against France; and they would 
soon be weaned from that attachment to her, 
which is founded on the aid that was ren¬ 
dered to separate from the mother counlry. 
While Great Britain waits for this natural,. 

I might say iieitessary, result of the nego- 
ciatibn, would it not be extremely inexpe¬ 
dient to include a treaty with the Ameri¬ 
can Government f Every sort o,f evidence 
and experience prove, that the democrats* 
consider their politital ascendency, in a 
great measure, dependent upon the hostile 
spirit that they, can keep alive towards 
Great Britain, and recent events demos- 
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strate, that their conduct will be predi- 'hope of your speedy return, as the object 

\ ca/ed upon that convietiod. It is, there- of your journey seems, for the preseal at 
fore, not 40 be expecte^, that they will meet least, to be at ahead. We have London 
With corresponding feelings, a sincere dis- news by the way of the river, up to the 
jMsitioh on the part of England, to adjust. 6'th of March, which tallies to a day with 
all matters in dispute. They are at ,heart what we* have received by the way of the 
mortihed and disappointed, to find that States. Heartily wishing you a safe and 
Great Britain has been in advance of the, speedy journey back to us, lam, my dear 


Frencfi Government, in taking advantage 
of the provisional clauses of the»-Non-Inter- 
course Law; and if thfy shew any spifit at 
the next Session of Congress towards France, 
it will be only becaitse they find Bonaparte 
deaf to entreatjl, and insetlsible of past fa¬ 
vours ; or that they may think it safer to 
Boat with the t*de of |>ublic ileling, which 
will set strongly against him, unless he 
keep pari passu with Englapd, in a concili¬ 
atory policy. When I began my lettei", I 
intendeefto make some observations, in re¬ 
lation to the boundary line,— [Here ten or 
twelve lines of the manuscript are erased.] 

1 am, See. ‘ A. B. 

Mr. Ryland to Mr. Henry^ May 1, 1809. 

hfy dear Sir,—The news we have re¬ 
ceived this day from the States, will, I 
imagine, soon bring you back to us; and if 
you arrive at Montreal by the middle of 
June, I shall probably have the pleasure of 
meeting you there, as I am going up*with 
Sir James and a large suite. The last Jet.* 
ters received from you are to the 13th of 
April; thd whole are now transcribing for 
the purpose of being sent home, where 
they cannot fail of doing you great cret^it, 
and* I roost sincerely hope *lhat they inay 
eventually contribute to your permanent 
adViintage. It is not.necessary to repeat 
the assurance, that no, effort within the 
compass of my power shall be wanting to 
this end. I am cruelly out of spirits at the 
idea of Old England truckling to such a‘ 
debased and accursed GoviprchDent ^ that 
of the United States. I am greatly obliged 
to you for the trouble you hav\s taken in 
ptocuring the books ; though, if Spain fails, 
1 shall scarcely have heart to look in them. 
1 can add no more now, but that 1 am most 
hear/ily and aHcctioriately your’s, 

- H.WiR. 

J. Henry, Esq. Boston. . • 

Mr. RylanS, to Mr. Henry, dated 4th May, 
1809. , 

My dear Sir,—Ybu' must consider tlie 
short letter I wrote you Isy the last post as 
altogether unofficial; Inii 1 am now to inti¬ 
mate to you, in a more formal maoner, our 

f ' , ■ 


Sir, most sincerely your’s,-H.W.R. 

Have the goodness to bring my books 
with you^ Hhough I shall have but little 
spirit to look into them, unless you bring 
■good news from Spain. 

Extracts of Letters of Recal from the Mis¬ 
sion, in consequence of the arrangement 
entered into between Mr. Erskine and 
the American Government. 

* Quebec, May, 1809. 
The news we have received this d.iy 
from the United States, vjill, I imagine, 
soon bring you'back to us. The last letters 
received from you* are to the ISth April, 
The whole are now transcribing to he sent 
home, where they cannot fail of doing you 
great credit, and eventually contribute to 
your permanent advantage. • 

H. W. RYLAND, Sec. 

J. Henry, Esq. ^ 

4th May, 1809. 

1 am now formally to intimate to you our 
hope of your return —as the object of your 
mission seems, for the present, at least, to' 
be abaddonek. Sincerely wishing you a 
safe and speedy journey back to us, I am, 
&c. H. W. RYLAiV^D, Sec. 

J. Henry, Esq, 

a 

** “ Boston, May 5, I 8 O 9 . 

Sir,—Although the recent changes that 
have occurred, quiet all apprehensions of 
, war, and, consequently, lessen all hope of 
a separation of.the States, 1 think it neces¬ 
sary to transmit by the mail of each week, 
a sketch of passing events. On local poli¬ 
tics I have nothing to add; and as the pa¬ 
rade that is made in the National Intelli¬ 
gencer, of the sincere dispositipn of Mr. 
'Madison to preserve amicable relations 
with Great Britaiq^is, in my opinion, cal¬ 
culated to awaken vigilance and distrust, 
rather than inspire.coafidence, I shall (hav¬ 
ing nothing iqore important to write about] 
take leave to t^amiue his motives. l am 
not ^prprised at his conditional removal of 
the Non-Intercourse Law, with respect to 
Great Britain, because it was made incum- 
benfupon him by the Act of Congress; 
but the observations made on bis friendly 
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diiposition towards Great Britain, is rf suspension of the ^flict of parties; and 
matter of no little astonishment. The they both regarH ttm with equal wonaer 
whole tenor of his political life directly *nd distrust. They all ascribe his conduc^ 
and unequivocally contradicts them. His to various motives, but none bcllfeve him y 
speech on the British treaty, in 1799; his .be in earnest.. The State of New York has 
attempt to pass a law for the confiscation of returned to the Assembly a majority of Fe- 
British debts,” and British property; deral Members.' All this proves, that an 
his commercial resolutions, grounded appa- • anti-commercial faction cannot rule the 
rently on an idea of making America use- Northern States. Two months ago, the 
ful, as a colony, to France; his conduct State ot Netr York was not ranked among^ 
while Secretary of State, all forifl an assem- the States that would adopt the policy of 
blage of probabilities tending to convince that of Massachusetts ; and any favourable 
me, at least, that he does not seriously dfe-* change was exceedingly problematical. I 
sire a treaty in which the rights and pre- beg leave to* suggest, that 'in the present 
tensions of* Great Britain would be fairly state of things in this country, my presence 
recognized. It seems impossible that he can*contribute very ifttle toithe interests of 
should at once divest himself of his habi- Great Britain. If Mr. Erskine be sanction- 
tiial animosity, and that he snould deprive ed in all he has/ionceded, by His Majesty's 
his friends and supporters of the benefit of MIhisters, it is unnecesifary for me, as in- 
those prejudices, which have been care- deed it would be unavailing, to Aake any 
fully fostered up in the minds of the com* attempt to carry into cHect the original pur- 
mon people towards England, and which poses of my mission. While 1 think it to 
have so materially contributed to invigorate be my duty to give this intimation to you, 
and augment the Democratic party. W^hat- I beg it may be understood that I consider 
ever his real motives may be, it is in this myself as entirely at the disposal of His 
stage of the affair, harmless enough to in- Majesty’s Government.—Iara,8cc. AiB. 
quire into the <sause of the apparent change. 

He probably acts under a conviction, that Montreal, June J2, 1809. 

in the present temper of the Eastern States, Sir,—I have the honour to inform your 

a war could not fail to produce a dissolu- Excellency that I received, through Mr. 
lion of the Union ; or he may have profited Seenqtary Hyland, your Excellency’s com- 
by the mistakes of his predecessor; and is mands to return to Canada; and, after the 
inclined to seize the present opportunity ^ delays incident to this season ol the year, 

■ prove to the world, that he is determined in a journey from Boston, arrived here yes-, 
to be the President of a Natioif, rather than > terdaf. Your E:icellency will have seen, 
the head of a faction; or he has probably bj^th^ papers of the latest dates frotn the 
gone thus fer to remove the impression on United States„that a fprmidable opposhion 
the mind of many, that h.e vvas under the is already organized in Congress tQ the late 
influence of France, in ordef that he may, measures of Mr. Madison ; and it is yery 
with a better grace, atld on mor4 tenable evident, that if he be sincere in his jprofes- 
grounds, quarrel with Great Britain in the sions of attachmeilt to Great Britain, hu 
progress of negotiating a treaty. W^hat- party will abandon him. Sixty-one Mem- 
ever his motives may be, I am very certain, ,bers have already voted against a resolution 
his party will not suppflrt him in any man- to approve pf what he has done; and I 
ly aiid gcncroys Weak men are Ifeve \io ^oul^ ^he rest of the democratic 

sure to temporize when great events call parts will follow the example as soon as 
upon them for decision, aAd are. .sluggish they recover from the astonishment inV» 
and inert at the moment when the worst of which his* apparent defection has thrown 
evils is in action. X^'S is the character of them. The present hopes of the Federal- 
the Democrats in.{he Northern States. Of ists are founded on the probability of a war 
those of the South 1 know buf little. , with France; but, at all events, this party 
I am, see. A. B. js strong and well organized enough to pre- 

*vent*a war with'England. It would now 
Boston, Man^S, 1809. be superfluous to trouble your. Excellency 
Sir,—My last was undei^Sate of the 5th with an account of the nature and of 

inst. The unexpected change that ha8,taken •the arrangements made by the Federal 
place in the feelings political men in this parly, to resist anjr attempt ot the 
country, in consequence of Mr. Madison’s inent unfavourable to Great Britain, ihey 
prompt acceptance of the friendly proposals were such as to dq great credit to their abi- 
of tieat Britain, has caused a temporary Hty and principles: and, while a judicious 
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pol/cyif olnervfstl by Great .Britain, s^Jtire 
\ her interests in Amern^ frtmi decay. My 
\rear of iudacing a false searrity on the parf 
fjis MajSsiy's Governraenf, in their inef¬ 
ficiency and eventual success, ooay have in-' 
dined me to refrain from doing thenar that 
justice in my former letter.^ which I will- 
ingly iiabe the present occasion to express. 
I trust your Excellency wilt ,ascribe the 
style and manner of my communications, 
and the frequent ambiguities introduced in 
them, as arising from the secrecy necessary 
to be observed, .and cay consciousness that 
you understood my meaning bn the most 
delicate points, withot^t risking a p'artici^Iar 
explmation. t lament tba^ no occasion, 
coinmensurate to my wishes, has permitted 
me to prove how much I I'alue the confi¬ 
dence of jrour Excellency, and the appro¬ 
bation already expressed by His Majesty's 
Ministers. I have the honour to he, &c. 

1 certify that the foregoing letters are the 
same referred to in the letter of H.W. 
Ryiand, Esq. dated May 1 , 1809, relating 
to the mission in which 1 was employed by 
Sir JVmes Craig, by his letter of instruc¬ 
tions, bearing date Feb. 6 , 1809. 

(Signed) JOHN HENRY. 

Mr, JHylmd lo Mr, Henry, 


Tuesday Evening, July 2 , 1811. 

Dear Henry,—It gives me real pleasure 
to fied that' the apprehensions I had formed 
with respect to the folfi&ment of your ex¬ 
pectations, Is likely to prove erroneods. 
As every thing which passed relative'to 
ybnr mission was in writing, I think you 
wil'Udo well in submitting to Mr. Peel all 
the original papers. 1 myself, could give 
no other information relative to what they 
eoniai«, as you and I had no other oppor • 
tmiity of any verbal communication respect¬ 
ing it, till after you| mission* terminate:^ 
aiKl I never wrott to you a fetter in the Go¬ 
vernor's name, .which had not previously 
been submitted to his correction. The im¬ 
pression I had received of youi* character 
and abilities made me anxio\ts to serve you, 
even before I had the pleasure .of a personal 
• acquaintance with you, and the same deSire 
has (^r^ed oii me ever since; I^,am,, 
therefore, entitled to hope, that any opinion 
which I may have given you, as to your 
best mode of obtaining an employment 
under Government, Will be received with*^ 
the same candour that.gave rise to it; 1 
think you will do well to persevere as you 
propose. I have no doubt that every letter 
from you wliich Six; James sail i^me, will 


be found m. Mr. Peers office, a# the 
sstablished praetfoe there is to bind «lie 
dispatches and eitclosures yearfy up to¬ 
gether. Siucerely wishing you every suc¬ 
cess, I am, most faithfully^ yOUr's, 

e H. W. RYLANB. 

Mr. Henris Memorial, to Lord Liverpool, 
enclosed in a Letter to Mr. Feel, of the 
13/A June, 1811, with a copy of that 
letter. 

The undersigned most respectfully sufa- 
Inils the following statement and memorial 
to the Earl ol Liverpool:—Long before 
and during the administration ofyour lord¬ 
ship’s predecessor, the undersigned be¬ 
stowed much personal attention to the state 
of parties and 40 the pqlitical measures in 
the United States of America—[Here is an 
erasure of about four lines.] Soon after 
the affair of the ChtsapeakeJlrigiXe, wlien 
His Majesty’s Governor-General of British 
America had reason to believe that the two 
countries would be involved in a war, and 
had submitted to His Majesty’s Ministers 
the arrangements of the English party in 
the United Stales, for an effieienl resistance 
to the General Government, which h>ould 
probably terminate in a separation of the 
northern states front the general confede-* 
racy; he applied to the undersigned to take 
a mission to Boston, where the whole con~ 
corns of the opposition were ^managed. The 
object of this mission was to promote and 
encourage the Federal party to resist the 
measures of the General Government ; to 
ofitr assurances of aid and support from 
His Majesty’s-Gavernnient of Canada ; and 
to open a communicalion between the lead¬ 
ing men engaged in •that opposition and the 
Governor General, upon such a footing, as 
circumstances might suggest; and, finally, 
jt/o renden the plans then in contemptalion 
subservient to eh'e views of His Majesty’s 
Government.* The undersigned under¬ 
took the mission which lasted from the 
month ofi January to the month of June, 
inclusive, during which period tliose^ pub¬ 
lic acts and legislative resolAtioriS of the 
'.Assemblies of Massachusens and Connec¬ 
ticut were passed,, which kept the- General 
Government of the United Slates in check, 
and deterred it from carrying into execution 
the measures "gf hostility with which Great 
Britain was menaced. For his services on 
thetoreasion herein recited, and' the loss of 
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time and expenses incurred, the under* 
sigi\pd neither sought nor received any 
compensation; hut trusted to the known 
justice and liberality of Mis Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment, for the reward of services which 
could not, he humbly conceives, *be esti¬ 
mated in pounds, shillings, and pence. 
On the patronage and support which was 
promised in the letter of SirJ. Craig, un¬ 
der date of the 16th Jan. . 1806 , (wherein 
he gives an assurance) “ That the former 
correspondence and political information, 
transmitted to the undersigned, had met 
with the particular approbation of His Ma¬ 
jesty’s Secretary of State ; and that his ex¬ 
ecution of the mission (proposed to be un¬ 
dertaken in that letter) would give a claim 
not only on the Governor General, but on 
His Majesty’s Ministersthe undersigned 
has relied, and now most respectfully 
claims, in whatever mode the Earl of Li¬ 
verpool may Mb pleased to* adopt. The 
undersigned most respectfully takes this 
occasion to state, that Sir J. Craig promised 
him an employment in Canada, worth up¬ 
wards of one thousand pounds a year, by 
his letter (herewith iiansmitted), under 
dale of the 13th September, 1809, which 
lie has just learned has, in consequence of 
lys absence, hftn given to another person. 
The undersigned abstains from commenting 
on this transaction; and niosf respectfully 
suggests that the appointment of Judge-Adj 
.vocate-Geiieral \»f the Province of Lower 
Canada, with a salary of hundred 
pounds a year, or a Consulate in the U. 
sine curia, would be considered by him a 
liberal discharge of any obligi^tion that His 
Majesty’s Gqycrnmcnt may* entertain in 
relation to his services. . * • 


Copy of a Letter to Mr. Feel, enclosing 
the foregoing. ^ 

Sir,—I take ijie liberty to enclose to you 
a Memorial, addressed to the .Earl of Li¬ 
verpool ; and beg you will liave the good¬ 
ness either to examine the documents in 
your office, or thosj in my possession^ 
touching file exte^ft and legitimacy of my 
claims. Mr. Ryland, the Secretary of Sif 
J. Craig, is now in London j and, from 
his official knowledge of the transactions 
and facts alluded to in the Memorial, can 
give any information requir|:cl on that sub¬ 
ject. 1 have the honour to be, &c. • 

(Signed) J. HENRY. 

June 13, 1811. , • 


Letter to ike Ri^ht Ipn. the E4fl o/Livf^ 
pool, by his Seffelary, R. fkel. Esq. i 

• recogniziisg Mr. Henry’s serrieeS, ^c. w 

Downing~street,June 28, 181U * 

• Sir,—-I have not failed to lay before the- 
Earl of Liverpool, the Memorial, together 
with several euposures, which was deli¬ 
vered to me a few days since, by* Gen. 
Loft, at your desire. His Lordship has 
directed me to acquaint you, that he has 
referred to the coi^spondence in this of¬ 
fice, of the year 1809, and finds two letters 
from Sir James^ Craig, dated lOlh April, 
and 5th May*, transmitting the correspond- 
den^ that has passed faring your residence 
in the Northern Stales of Aimrica, and ex¬ 
pressing his confidence in your ability and' 
judgment ; but Lord Liverpool has not dis¬ 
covered any wish on the part of Ssr James 
Craig, that your claims for compensation 
should be referred to this country; nor, 
indeed, is ajlusion made to any kind of 
arrangement or agreement that had been 
made by that officer to you. Under these 
circumstances, and had not Sir James 
Craig determined on his immediate return 
to England, it would have been Lord Li¬ 
verpool’s wish to have referred your Me¬ 
morial to him, as being better enabled to 
appreciate the ability and success with 
whi(^ you executed a mission, undertaken 
at his desire. Lord Liverpool will, how- 
evet*, transmit to Sir James Craig’s suc¬ 
cessor in the Government, svilh an, assur- 
•ance, that, from the recommendations he 
haf received in your favour, and the opinion 
he has formed •on your correspondence^ he 
is convinced that the public service will be 
benefited by your active employment fti a 
public siiualion. Lord Liverpool will also 
feel himself bonnef to give the same as¬ 
surance to the Marquis Wellesley, ifrthere' 

|.ifs any probability that it will advance the 
sqfcess^ of the applicaiion which you have 
made fb Us Lordship.—1 am, Sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) ROBERT PEEL. ‘ 
john Henry, Esq. 27, Leicester-square. 

# 

. Loan Liverpool’s Dispatch. 

(Original.) 

i’o Stir George Prevost, Governor (general of 
Canada, with its enclosures, dated Sept. 


16, 1811. 


Downing-slreet. 


• Sir,—Mr. Henry, Vvho will have the 
honour of delivering this letter, is the Gen¬ 
tleman who addreiifcd to me the memorial. 
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fa copy of which I hejwilh transmit) and not less ruinous to the'Commerce of his do- 
to V&hota the accompai^ng‘letter from Mr. minions, than derogatory to the rights oi 
\peel wus written by my direction. Ii\ his crown, His Majesty has endcavonted 
D 3 mplianc» with h if request, I now fulfil by a restricted and moderate use of those 
t%e assltrance which I haPe given of slating rights of retaliation, which the Berlin and 
to you my opinion of the ability and judg-' Milan Deprees necessarily called into action, 
nunt which Mr. Henry hfs manifested on to reconcile neutral States to those measures, 
the occasions mentioned in his memorial^ which the conduct of the enemy had ren- 
and of the benefit the public service might ‘dered unavoidable; and which His Ma- 
derive from his active employment in any jesty at all times professed his readiness to 
public situation in which you should think revoke, §o, soon as the Decrees of the 
proper to place him. 1 am. Sir, your most enemy, which gave occasion to them, should 
obedient humble servant, be^ formally and unconditionally repealed, 

{Signe*d) LIVJSRPOOL. and the commerce of neutral nations restored 

ro Sir George Prevosl, Bart. &c. • accustomed course.—-At a subse- 

° e * • queiJt period of the war. His Maiesty, 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Encla?«). — Declaration^ relative to the 
Orders inCouncil. — Dated, Westminster, 
21s/ April, 1812. 

The Government of France'having, by 
an Official Report, communicated by its 
Ministers for Foreign Affairs to the Con¬ 
servative Senate on the 10th day of March 
last, removed all doubts as to the perse¬ 
verance of that Covernmeut in the assertion 
of principles, and in the maintenance of a 
system, not more hostile to the maritime 
rights and commercial interests of ihe^Bri- 


enemy, which gave occasion to them, should 
be^ formally and unconditionally repealed, 
and the commerce of neutral nations restored 
to its accustomed course.——At a subse¬ 
quent period of the war, HiS Majesty, 
availing himself of the then situation ol 
Europe, without abandoning the principle 
and object of the Orders ^'n Council of Nov. 
1807, was induced so to limit their ope¬ 
ration, as materially to alleviate the re¬ 
strictions thereby imposed, upon neutral 
commerce, iflie Order in Council ol 
April, l80y, was substituted in the room 
of those of November, 1807 ; and the re¬ 
taliatory system of Great Britain acted no 
longer on every country in which the ag¬ 
gressive measures of the eSiemy were in 
force, but was coniined in its operation to 
France, and to the counlri/»s upon w'hich 
the French yoke was most strictly imposed? 


tish Empire, than inconsistent with the and which had become virtually a part of 

rights and independence of neutral nations.: the dominions of France.-The United 

and having thereby plainly developed the Siates of America remained nevertheless 
inordinate pretensions wdiich that sjistem, dissatisfieddi, and their dissatisfaction has 
as promulgated in the Decrees of Berlin been greatly increased by an artifice too 
and Milan, was from the first designed*to successfully employed on the part of the 
enforce; His Royaf Highness the Prince enemy, who has pretended that the decrees 


Re^nt, acting in the name and on the be¬ 
half of His Majesty, deems it proper, upon 


of Berlin an^ Milan were repealed, al¬ 
though ^le decree affecting siArh repeal has 

.I_ _I*._I .. I..I_ 


this fdrmal and authentic republicatioii of never been promulgated; although the no- 


the principles of those Decrees, thus pub¬ 
licly “to declare His Royal Highness’s de¬ 
termination still firmly to resist the intro-' 


tification of such pretended repeal distinctly 
described it to be dependent on conditions, 
in wliicli the eneipy knew Great Britain 


duction and establislhnent «f this arbitra«y could never acquiesce; and although abun- 
Code, which the Govcrnnftnt ^f France dant evidence base since appeared of their 


’wenly avows its purpose to impose by 
iotet upon the world, as the 

lions.-From rtie time that the pro- 

gres|ive injustice and violence of the French 
Coveniment made it impossible for His 
Majesty any longer to restrahi the exercise 
of the rights of war within their ordinary 
limits, witjiout submitting to consequences 


subsequent £xqcutioni--But the enemy 

has at length laid aside all dissimulation ; 
he now publicly and solemnly declares, 
Rot only that those Decrees sfill cpntinue in 
force, but that they shall be rigidly ex- 
Auted until Gre^t Britain shall comply 
with additional conditions equally extra- 
[To be continued .) 
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“ One of the greateft privileges enjoyed in this country, i* tbf freedom of CKpressing our opi- 
“ nions on all sabjecte; but, if such horrid acts are to be perpetrated, this country cani be const* 
“ dered as little better than thi»e where despcRism prevails.. Whatever differences of opinion may 
exist on any one subject, every man has a right to entertain his own opinions, to express what lie 
feels, and to act accordiogly.’’——Mr. Ponsonby’s Speech in the House of Commons, 13th 
May, 1812. ' ,, • - 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Flogging Soldiers. -The very sight 

of these two words will call to the reader’s 
recollection the ground of my having been 
in this place Tor two years all but one 
month (the term ending on the 9th of July); 
it will call to his recollection the ground 
upon whieP I was, by* a Special Jury, 
found guilty of what was called a libel; 
upon which I was, by the four Judges of 
the King’s Bench, sentenced to be impri¬ 
soned in this jail of Newgate for two years, 
and after ^lat time, to pay a thousand 
pounds TO THE KING, and to be held to 
bail in the sum of five thousand pounds for 
seven years,'making altogether nine years 
of my life. The article for writing which 
this punishment was inflicted upon me, and 
for printing and publishing which*the' 
printer (thoogli he sufiered judgment to go 
by default) was imprisdliSd •for thrue 
months, and two publishers for two months 
each; that articlecontaincd what the public 
very well recollects respet^ing the flogging 
of some of*the Local Militia at the town of 
Ely, who were senienced to feceivc 500 
lashes each, in the summer of 1809, upon 
which occasion German Troops were em¬ 
ployed in order to reduce the Local Militja 

to submission.-Waviijg reminded the 

reader of th^e things, I have now to call 
his attention to whatiias, sjnee my impri¬ 
sonment, taken place as'to the,great ques¬ 
tion of Jlogging soldiers. -1 was sent to 

prison on the 9th of July, 1810, a year and 
eight dhys aflejT t/le publication of the ar¬ 
ticle, the prosecution having been going on 
bgainst me for nearly the whole of tliat^ 
time. In some months afterwards a prose-* 
cution of the same sort wa^ bepn against 
Mr. Drakard, the propri^or of the Stam¬ 
ford News, for having published ai^ article 
somewhat similar to inine. He was found 
guilty by a special jury at Lincoln, anti, 
sentenced to be imprisoned jn Lincoln jail 
for 18 months, and to pay a hne of some 
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hundreds of pounds, and, I believe, to find 
■jureties too. He was sentenced by the 
same Judges that I was,* The proprietors 
of the Examiner, who had copied Mr. 
Drakard’s article, were also informed 
‘against and tried; but they, as^the public 
will recollect, were acquitted.-Never¬ 

theless, the subject of flogging was still 
destined ,to be discussed. Sir Francis 
Burdett, that true friend of the people, 
whether dressed in red or grey coats, was 
not silenced. In the winter of 1811, he 
brought the subject before the House of 
Commons; through his means discussion 
was thus revived in a way which has not 
yet exposed men to punishments. He, 
while in the Tower, had bad occasion to 
S9e, what flogging was; he spoke with the 
more confidence on that account; his 
SJieeches were published by those who 
dared not express their own thoughts upon 
the* subject in Jirint; and the effect upon 
<he .public mind was such as might have 
been anticipated. —r-But, how did »11 this 
help the soldier? Why, though, in’the 
first place, it was met with a high and dis¬ 
dainful tone, the* government, a,ye, ev' n 
the ministry of’lawyer Perceval, thought 
it prudent to introduce into the Mistiny Act 
of 1811, a clause, wdiich, as they explained 
and construed it, wjs to have the tendency 
*of fesseffing^lhe quantity of flogging in the 
army. .They had, over and over again, 
asserted, that all was right; and Perceval 
himselt had, in a p^irticular manner and 
with great vehemence, contended, that 
there was no more Bogging than sTas nc- 
cassary; but, they now thought it prudent 
to introduce a clause into an A<;t of P.irlia' 
ment, calculated,.as they tUclared, to lessen 

the quantity of that punishmerft.-When 

the subject wa<^ again revival hy Slit 
Francis Burdett, during this present ses-* 
»sioii of parliament, he was told, that the 
clause in question had alrca/Iq done much, 
and that it waj in progress every dav. 
Still, however, Jie insisted upo i the rt-re; 

1 2 li . ■ ■ 
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skv of abol..^fa^ «1>* aitQgtthffir, 

\nd pwpMed « eiMM kr^^ MW Maliny 
jijuiotJiatc&cu Ike clause Vasrqected; 

it heatofi manifest, that the tone of 
the ^TCTtiment audjks anpporters was 
frwiiy « h aM g ed.«»"»»-»~l»Mrkig ih* ^<egraM 
m this Mutiajr iUU there atoif some wetty 
angry itisoiesioat in consequence of Mr. 
Brougham^e autiheting, ki some measure, 
U^e relaxation in the jamishmeni *1^ ME. 
Inhere was a violent outcrv against this in 
the Honourable House. *It was strongly 
e^obatcd, that the ^Idiers should be 
taught to look TO ME for re4ttss^ instead 
of l^ing to their officers. This ot^tcry, 
this alarm, excited a good ifeal of mirth iiv 
the Country. “Just as if,” people said, 
dnre could be any ground to fear, that 
the soldiers would fook up fir redress to. 
a man whom the Judges of the King's 
Bench have sentencM to be imprisoned 
“ in a jail where felons are confined! Just 
as if the soldiers vrould look up do such a 
“ men fir a redress of (heir grierantes! 

“ And especially while they have so many 
“ oSicejrs to take care of them and see them 
‘‘righted!” People were very merry 
upon the subject. They did so laugh at 
the idea of an alarm lest the soldiers should 

look up lo me. -However, while this 

was going on, no opportunity appears to 
have been lost by tiie gm'emment or by 
the military officers in the Honourable 
House, to assert, thit flogging was acluallp 

become leSs frequent. -But, about .the 

lime that we are now adverting to, some¬ 
thing of greater consequence took place J 
The Commander in Chief sens., .as it noW 
appears, a circular letter to the Command¬ 
ing Oificers of Hegiments, the manifest ob¬ 
ject of which was to discwjrage the practice 
of ilogging. I should, however, here re¬ 
mind ilai reader, that, in the year 1808, 
Sir FnANcis Bubdett moved for a return 
id be laid before the House of ail the Pog-, 
gmgs which had taken place indbe army for 
u certain previous period. This* motion 
wa's rejected with high disdain i but, it ap- 
ftears, tliat, since that time, Tqtulrns of all 
the hoggings are regularly made, by the se¬ 
veral regiments, to the Commander in 
Chief, who has, thereby, the means tf 
judging of what is doing in each regiiqent 

t the way of Hogging.-At the time of 

e parliamAitary discussions, to which 
have last alluded, the Commander in Chief 
•caused, it seems, llip following circular 
letter to be Rent to the., coiumitading df- 
licers of regiments.——“•CiHCifliAR.— 
“ Horst CuardSf itHh Mon^i Jlol?.—Sir, 


“ The C«nim)i^ in Chief judges it ex- 
“ pedkot te inu^tmt to you, with the m- 
dosed dlacmiients. a few observ^tioas on* 
the salutary., effects with which it is rea- 
** Sdnable to. hope that ah occasional recur- 
«'TBoice to i^e powm with wMcb you are 
thereby vested will biB attended; amongst 
“ which the most obvious advantage is t^t 
“ bf limiting the operation of Re^xnottal 
Courts-Martial strictly to the purposes 
“’for which ^tljey are designed by the Le- 
“ gislature, viz. for inquiring into such 
“ disputes and criminal matters as may 
“ come before them, and for infikting cw- 
“ poralor other punishments for smdl of- 
“ fences; and in order to prevent thepos- 
“ sibility of any nnisunderstanding on this 
“ important point, it is his Royal High- 
f‘ ness’s command, that cm no pretence 
“ whatever shAl the award of a Regimental 

“ Court-Martial lierrafter exceed-— 

“ The Commander in Chief b^s command- 
“ cd me to take this opportunity of stating, 
“ that there is no point on which his Royal 
“ Highness is more decided in his opinion, 
“ than that when Oflicers are earnest and 
“ zealous in the discharge of their duty^ 
“ and competent to their respective stations, 
“ a frequent recurrence to punishment will 
“ not he necessary. —^The Ct^mander in 
“ Chief is cohfideut, the Officers of the 
“ Army are universally actuated by a spirit 
of just ice, and impressed with those sen- 
“ traients of kindness and regard towards 
“ their men,, which they on so many occa- 
“ sions have proved themselves to deserve; 
“ but his Royal Highness has reason to ap- 
“ prehend, that, in many instances, suffi- 
“ cient attentioK Iras not been paid to the 
“ prevention of crimes. The timely inter- 
“ fereike of the Officer, his personal inter- 
“ course and acquaintance with his men 
“ (which are sure to be repaid by the sol- 
V diers’ confidence and attachment), and 
“ above all, his personal example, are the 
“ only ejicacious mems of preventing mili- 
*'• tary offences ;the Commander in 
“ Chief lists no hesitation in declaring,* that 
“ tlie maintenance of strict discipline wilh- 
severtty^of punishment, and jthe sup- 
“ port and encouragement of an ardent and 
“ military spirit in corp.s without licen- 
“ tiausnes.s, are the criierions by which his 
“ Royal Highness will be very much guid- 
“ ed in forffliF.g his opinion of the talents, 
“ abilities, and aqerh of the. Officers, to 
whmn the command of the different regi- 
ments and corps of the army are con- 
fided.— I have the honour to be. Sir, your 
“ very obedient humble servant.”-— -I 
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have seen, ir irtated ib soane of the news- 
paigfiia, that the blank is fiUied kp with 
• 300 lashes. But, that, 1 thii^, must* be 
impossible; for, the letter Says, that the 

E owers of regimeatal CQurts-tnartial atp to 
e confined to tbe^inAtethog of puaisfonent 
for smalt offences ;* and, as has been stated- 
on the authority of Mr. Baron Mascri;^, a 
soldier was iUled by the infiiction of 170 
lashes, while that gratleman was Attorney 
General in the Province ofi Canada, it hav> 
ing become his duty to prosecute tlte oil&ers, 

guilty of the act, for murder. - Hovwver, 

this we see clearly, that the above Circular 
had for its chief and most excellent pur¬ 
pose, the further diminution of flogging itf 
the arny. This is quite clear, and, while 
I do not wish to withhold from the Gom- 
mai^er in Chief any part of the praise due 
to him for having endeavoured tp inculcate 
the principles contained in this Circular 
letter, justice to Sir Francis Burdett and to 
us who have had the honour to fight under 
his banners in this cause, not forgetting Mr. 
Brougham, demands that I should point 
out, (hat this Circular is- dated about ten 
days after the discussions in parliament 
last alluditi to and the revival of those dis¬ 
cussions in the Register, as will be seen by 
a referene* to the latter for the month of 
March last.-It has always been con¬ 

tended by the supporters of the dogging 
system, that that punishment is necessary, 
and that n»niore of it was laid on thin the 
necessity of the case demanded., But, Inye, 
in this Circular, the Duke of York says, 
pretty plainly, that too much of it has been 
laid on,* and that he expects to see less laid 
on in future. He does ujbre than this; for 
he says, ih language* too plain ao Ijp misun¬ 
derstood, (hat ihosS Commanding Officers 
who cannot “ maintain strict discipline 
“ without severity of punishment,*' sliall not 
have his favour; o^, in fewer words, tlfat 
he will not promote floggers. This i» 
coming to fhe point; and the reader may 
be assured, that it is a.pdint that will be 

attended to.-Indeed, what* can be more 

jiist than the principle inculcated at the 
close qj, this let^en namely^ that the fifqess 
of an officer *to command a corps is to be 
judged of by his supporting due subbrdi- 
nation without severity of punishment^ 
This principle applies to all government. 
It requires neither talentsslior virtue of any 
sort to govern by me if force. Any fool 
can be a despot or .tyrant at the Itea'd of*^ 
nation, a regiment, or a family; but, togor 
ycrii with gentleness, requires wisdom as 
well as a just mind. The brutal anti bloody 


tyraiitsof are as stiip^ aA^they at? 
fortx:imis; *ba(f they are exceedingly vtell 
obeyed; no rulers govern with more^m- 
plete authority. Now and*thim, hojfever, 
they losf their heads all of a mdden. 
.This is as it ought to be, and as nature 
says it shaU be; ne who governs solely by 
the principle of fear, ahali cease to govern 
the moment that that fear is overcome by 
any one of those who are under his tyranny. 
Would that this principle of the Duke ot 
York were gtneraily adopted in the world 1 
Would that rulers of all sorts and sizes 
would learn and be tRorougbiy convinced, 
that to govern by fear is to ensure their 
own fioal destfuctiona would that they 
would team, that those who fear theif fel¬ 
low man always hate him at the same time, 
and that, sooner or*later, th^ seldom fail 
to endeavour, at least, to obtain revenge. 

-To return to the flogging (for that is 

the subject to stick to), there is another 
great p'oint which has been gained for the 
soldier; and that is, a declaration,officially 
made by the Judge Advocate General, that 
to bring a man out twice to be •punished 
under the same sentence is UNLAWFUL; 
that is to say, that it is UNLAWFUL to 
inflict on a man, at /rvice, or more times, 
the lashes which he has, at one court-mar- 
^ial, been sentenced to receive. This prac¬ 
tice, the practice of flogging a man till the 
surgeon declared his life to be in danger; 
then putting him into the hjjspital ; and 
when his back^was healed, bringing him out 
again to receive the rest of his sentence, or 
as much more of it as he could stand; this 
practice, it is notorious, Avas cpmmotiin the 
army. I have seen tlie thing donp myself 
many times. And, Indeed, no one w'ill 
pretend to deny, that it was wHat may be 
called a common practice. -This prac¬ 

tice, which has lasted fur so many years, 
is not now merely to be discontinued ; it is 
nog merefy fhscouTflenanced; it is not put 
down by tile public fei^ing and voice; it is 
not got rid of by a side wind measure in 
parliaii^pnl: but, it is declared by tfie law- 
officer of the array fo be ILLEGAL ; and, 
of course, it has always been ILtEGAl., 
though general throughout the army.— 
And to whom does the reader attribute dm 
g»ining of this point for the soldiers? 
Why,* certainly, to Sir Francis Burdett 
chiefly, and after him to us who liai'e writ¬ 
ten u[>on the subject; for, otlilrwise, limy 
comes the law, iu this respect, never to 
have been known before? The people of 
this country have been paying Judge Advo-« 
cate Generals fbr these hundred years past; 



743] POLITlC-AXi R£CilST£R .—<ftogging Soldiers. £744 

•and yijt, for a great man/ of those years, and equip, according to law, and hold in 
it has been the practicAbrdughout our readiness to march at a motneHt’s warning,, 
arhj^y to inflict i flogging, in many cases, tlfeir respective proportions of one hundred 
at lyo or.thrle spells. This is now de- thousand militia, officers included, to be 
dared lo be unlawful; %nd, ofcoqrse, many apportioned by the President of the United 
hundreds and thousands of poor men ha>;e States from die latest ipilitia returns in the 
been unlawfully flogged. Did the Judge department of war; and, in cases where 
Advocate^ did the government, know of such returns have not been made, by such 
this? Did they know, that this unlawful other data as he shall judge equitable, 
practice was ili vogue? Did they know Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That 

• that the soldiers were fiequently flogged the detachmenf of militia aforesaid shall be 
contrary lo Jaw ? If they d/d, what are officered out of the present militia officers, 
we to think of them? .And, if they did or Others, at the option and discretion of 


Hol, what but our exertions," uuv honest 
discharge of our duty and ouf persever¬ 
ance; what but tkise ha^e now introduced* 
thi? practice to their knowledge? Mr. 
Charles Adams may wince,as much as 
he pleases; he may track his jokes upon 
my “ lodging" as he so willily called it; 
he may scold about the soldiers being 
taught to look up to me for a redress of 
their grievances, instead of looking up to 
their own oncers; he may do this as long 
as he likes, but he will not be able to do 
away the facts, that Iheir own officers did 
not discover, that to give them a flogging 
at twice or three times was unlawful; and 
that this discovery has been made since 1 
began to write upon the subject of flogging, 
and, indeed, since I have been in this pri^ 
soil. These are facts that Mr. Charles 
Adams will not be able to do away by any 
witticisms (Jiat he can put forth upon the 
subject of my imprisonment., though those 
witticisms should always lie honoured with, 
the. a^^roving laugh of that Honouralble, 
Body to which he oelongs, and to which 

Perceval did belong.-Here il should 

stop for the present; but there has just 
come to iby hand another •great and most 
striking proof of the salutary effects of our 
labours m this cause; namely, mi Act pass¬ 
ed by the American Congress' expressly put¬ 
ting an end lo Jloggiilg in the'' American 
A^my! This is ,a Inost gluriots [Iroof of 
the {lower and utility of tlie press when 
U8«i for the good of mankind. I ^ill first 
insert the Act, word' for word, and will 
then offsr some remarks upon it. 

An Act l& authorize a detachment from the 
J liiilia of the United Stales. t * 

Be it en.icted by the Senate and House of 
Rcpreseiuatives of the Uiiited States of 
America in Congress assembled. That the 
President of the UoitedLStates be,- and he is 
iieteby authorized, to require of the Execu¬ 
tives of the several States and territories, 
to i'Ac effectual measures to'orgaiuze, arm, 


the constitutional authority in tjie respec¬ 
tive States and territories; the Pr.esident 
of the United States apportioning the gene¬ 
ral officers among the respective States and 
territories, as he'nnay deem .proper; and 
the commissioned officers rfT the militia, 
when called into actual service, shall be en¬ 
titled to the same pay, rations, and emolu¬ 
ments as the officers of the irray of the 
United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That 
the said detachment shall not be compelled 
to serve a longer time than six months after 
tlicy arrive at the place of rendezvous, and 
during the time of their service the non¬ 
commissioned officers, mirsicians, and pri¬ 
vates shall be entitled to the saSae pay and 
rations as is provided by law for the militia 
of the United States when called into actual 
service. 

Si&. 4. And be it further enacted, That 
thg President oh the United States be, and 
he hereby is authorized to call into actual 
service any part, or the whole of^ the said 
detachment, in all the exigencies provided 
by the constitution;’and the officers, non¬ 
commissioned officers, "musicianst and pri¬ 
vates of the said detachment shall be subject 
to the penalties of the Act, entitled, “ An 
Act for calling forth the Militia to execute 
till laws of the Union,; suppress insurrec¬ 
tions, and repel inVasions, and to repeal the 
Act now in force for those purposes, passed 
the twciity-eigh’tho day 6f February, one 
thousand se'ven hundred and ninety-five;” 
and if a part only of said detachment ^lall 
be called into actual service, they shall be 
taken from such part thereof as the Presi- 
denlTof the United States shall deem pro¬ 
per. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That 
in lieu of whipping, as'proyided by several 
of the rules and 9rticles of war, as now 
ifsed atrf practised, stoppage of pay, con¬ 
finement, and deprivations of part of the 
rations ^hall be substituted, in such manner 
as hereinafter-prtivided. 
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Sec. 6. And be it ruilher enacted, That 
*any non-commissioned officer or private qe- 
longing to the aforesaid detachment of mi¬ 
litia, who shall, while in actual service, be 
convicted before any court-martial of any 
olTence, which beffire the passing of this 
Act might or could have subjected such 
person to be whipped, shall, for the first 
offence, be put under such stoppages of 
pay as such court-martial.^all adjudge, 
not exceeding the one-half of one month’s 
pay for any one offencebut such ulfeuder 
may, moreover, at the discretion of such 
court-martial, be conhned under guard, on. 
allowance of half rations, any length 
time, not exceeding ten days for any one 
offence, or may, at the*discretion of such 
cuurt-martial,»be publicly drummed out »f,| 
the army. 

See. 7. And be it further enacted, That 
the sum o&one million of dollars be, and 
the same is hereby appropriated to be paid 
out of any monies in the Treasury not other¬ 
wise appropriated, towards defraying any 
expenses incurred by virtue of the provi¬ 
sions of this Act. 

Sec. 8. ’And be it further enacted, That 
this Act shall continue and be in force for 
the term nf two years from the passing 
thereof, and no longer. 

H. CLAY, 

Speaker of the Hou.se of Representatives. 

WM. H. CRAWFORD, * 
President of the Senite pro tempoije. 

Jpril 10, 1812. 

Approved. JAMES MADISON. 


JUNE IS, m2.—Fh^mg Soldie^, ' [746 

Burke saii, that “ Kings hH long’ 
and, he added, that they “ o^ht 
to have good memories" advhnogy 


That tlfe.provisions in this,Act against 
the practice of flogging have ariftn from 
our discussions here, and the re-publication 
of those discussions in America, ’there can 
be no doubt; for, you sec, reader, that the 
practice had been continued to be tolerated^j 
in the Amsrican army until* now. It is 
true, that that army vyas* nothing worth 
speaking of; it could hardly {thank God!) 
be called an army; but, still it was 
in the BpwCr of,th«.officers tp flog the men, 
or cause them to be flogged, though I have 
some notion, and am^lmost sure, thaR, -as 
to the number of lashes, the Mosaic law 
was the guide; that is to say, “forty 
“ stripes lacking one.”- .•However, even 
lliis could be no loiigpn supported. The 
publications in England, and, iit#his re4 
spect, mine especially, had rendered the*! 
matter too notorious, and caused it to be 
to > much discussed, for flogging tef be in¬ 
flicted on the new army now called forth. 


arms, 

“ 

in the height of his counter-revolutillnary 
hopes, tfle Kings of Europe to punish their 
Refractory sujpjects. But, long as the arms 
of kings may be, and they are, indeed, 
sometimes pretty long, the Pre^ has Ion-: 
ger arms. I see no reason why those 
who wield it should not have good memo^ 
r^ies too; but, at any rate, the arms of the 
press outstretch those of all the kings in the 
world.-;;—In thiscasffof America I can¬ 
not ]>ut take to myself a large share of the 
off merit; for, though Sir. Francis Burdett’s 
speeches upon the subject have all been re¬ 
published in the United States, still the 
prosecution ‘of me, who had so long been 
known in that country for a most zealous 
.defender and eulogist of every thing Eng¬ 
lish, could not fail to excite a more than 
ordinary*degree of interest. When it was 
knovsm in America, that .so heavy, so 
dreadful a sentence, had been passed upon 
me, a sentence which no man coul4 regard 
as much short of death; a sentence sur¬ 
passing in severity those for nineteen twen¬ 
tieths of the felonies; when this sentence 
was heard of in America, w'here every 
creature was well acquainted with what I 
Wad there suffered from iny devotion to my 
country, every one naturally felt eager to 
\novf what I could have done to merit such 
a fyenlence ! .^nd, when the p^bple of that 

country came to see what it was; when, 
f they came to read the article, for the writ¬ 
ring of whidlt I was to be so heavily [funisli- 
ed ; when they came to coitsidef the subject 
matter of that publication, and to reflect on 
how they tiieni^elves might become inte¬ 
rested in it, there naturally came forth 
through the press an expression*of those 
sentiments which have finally had their ef¬ 
fect in producing tl* Act of Congress above 
inserted ; and thus has«the hateful practice 
of ffog^ng men been abolished by law in a 
great and rising and wonderfully increasing 
natiori.-^l do not pretend to say, that the 
American governtnent would have had any 
desire to continue the practice of ffogging, 
though the discussions on the subject had 
ne^er taken place in England. On the contra¬ 
ry, 1 aigofopinion, that that government was. 
glad of an opportunity of getting rid of it; 
but, I am of opinion, that the thing would 
not have been thought of, had it not been 

for the discusjiions in England.---Sir 

Vicary Gibbs was little apprehensive of 
these effects when he was prosecuting me; he 
could scarcely have hpped,^ that his labours 
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Bfc protk'ctive of cOnsflUucilccs so im¬ 
portant, so beneficial, and^honourable to 
nianRnd; l«c b»rdly» I dare say, flattered 
liiniseff thaf he was enswring the extension 
of ills renown through a wltole continent of 
leaders.—-—At any rate, the,practice of 
flogging is abolished in the American array! 
llie lawgivlrs of that country liav^ con¬ 
demned it; they liave said, that no Anseri- 
,ean soldiei shall ever, in fu^re, be Hogged; 
here are eight millions of people, at any 
rate, amongst whom tire use of the lush is 
no longer to be toleiatcd. Tfre American 
legislature have not done the thing in part; 
they have not givitn hint*) about it; they 
have not trusted to any body’s discretion ; 
but, they have, at once abolished the pu¬ 
nishment, and have enacted, that it shall 
longer bt permitted.-It has often 


no 


been asked, by tlie opponents of Sik 
Trancis Burultt, and especially by Per¬ 
ceval, what punislmients he wouW have 
as subsljilules for flogging. To which he 
has always answered : none al all. Sub¬ 
stitutes f«i7;read, substitutes ior good tilings, 
we often, and very properly, talk of; but, 
if wc could get rid of the income tax, who 
would call for a substitute ? However, if 
it be meant, that some inodes of punishing 
soldiers must be discovered, if that of flog¬ 
ging be abolished, here we haVe them in an 
American Act of Congress, quite sufficient¬ 
ly deflned ; and, I think, that no one will 
look upon the Act as too long. TJie Con¬ 
gress have not been afraid, that the punish¬ 
ments here named will not be sufficient‘to 
keep^ ih*eir army under "proper tliscipline; 
and, if these puiiisliments will suffice for 
their army, why should thpy not suffice for 
our army* Tliere may be persons who 
think that the lash is more necessary to an 
English iRan to an American soldier. 1 am 
not one of those; and I am fully persuaded, 
that regulations, similar to thos^ ndw adojit- 
ed fn America, wowld, if adopted‘in our 
army, soon shew that my opinion sof my 
countrymen in arras is much more jjjist than 
that of the Editor of the Courier, who hat 
asserted^thai “ the soldief is and ought to 
“ be out of the pale of the conslitulion." 

Mr. Eaton.—Paine’s Age of Rcasov. 

--On the 6th of March last, McDaniel 

Isaac Eaton, *of Ave Ma^ia Lane, was 
tfied in the Court of King’s Bench, Guild¬ 
hall, London, for pubjiahing the Thirb 
AN B Las r Part of Paine's Ac e or Reason. 
Mr. Eaton defended himself, and, as ap¬ 
pears from an account of tb6 Trial, since 
yubltshed, that .he (hd it *by reli^ng a 


wri^en paper, and a most eK(»Ueat papdr ^ 
it it in defence of the liberty of the press^ 
|H[e was, however, by a Special Jury, found 
gui{ly.' -He was prweeuted by the At¬ 

torney General (Gibbs), who, before the 
verdict was' given, movea the Judge (Lord 
Ell^nbormigh) not to suffer Mr. E^on to 
leave the court; and, as soon as the verdict 
had been given, he moved the Judge, that 
Mr. Eaton tniglk be rammitted; and, the 
Judge not only committed him, but com¬ 
mitted* him from the court to Jfewgale. 
Here be had to remain till the next term, 
that is to say, till the 15lh of May, before 
he was brought up to receive judgment, 
when he was sentenced to be further impri¬ 
soned in NewgaleIpr Eighteen MonTiis, 
<and to slemd in the MUory rmce within a 
month. Thus is the whole of his impri¬ 
sonment to be upwards of twenty months. 

—On the 26th pf May, the datter part 
of his sentence was executed, in the broad 
part of the Old Bailey, in_the presence of 
from twelve to twenty thousand people. 
The day was very fine; and, perhaps, a 
more interesting scene has seldom been be¬ 
held. The Attorney General auB the Spe¬ 
cial Jury and the Judges had pronounced 
their opinion upon the conduct Af the aged 
man (for he was about three-score years 
old) ; and the people had now to pronounce 
their opinion upon his conduct, which they 
did hi a most unequivocal and audible 
manner.—"Cliis moment he appeared from 
the prison door, there was a general shout. 
Upon his being put into the pillory, the 
exclamation of “ brave old man!" was 
followed by an universal mark of applause 
after the maamer of the’Theatre; 'that is to 
say, hy clapping of the%ands, and by cries 
of bravo, bravo !——The Pillory is erected 
u]ion a ^aflbld, and is so constructed as to 
tiifn round and present the face of the per- 
l^on in different directions. Mr. Eaton fre¬ 
quently turned himself; and, af every turn, 
he received fresh lapplauscs.——Some of 
[ the people wished to convey him refresh¬ 
ments, which could not, I suppose, be al- 
lovv^, consistently withr the riiilesi^’ but, 
one persem got to him with a*pocket faand- 
ketcBief, to wipe the eweat from his face, 

the day being very hot.-Thus he passed 

the hour surrounded, I should suppose, by 
^fifteen thousandpc6ple,-ix\t»»U froiu whom 
he received every ]^is^le mark of compos- 
, 5%on atKkbf applause j and at the end of the 
[hour, he, bowing to the people, retired, 
under a huzza that made the air ring. To 
crown ^ whole; no sooner had he descend¬ 
ed from the scafifold, than a GAME GOGiK 
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WM, by Maa* one, pm on it, typical, I has, since .thaj^ time, publiahetf ceverd 
* 8 uppo 8 e,_of tbecouraTC he had displ^lj^, works; and, as there haWbeen publieheii 
as conqilupentary of the commencemeht of a thousmd works against hipi, the peeple 
his career in politics, when, under the sign may, surely, now bejthought asgoodjudges, 
of the Cock, he published, at the out-Set at least, as they were in 1792-——With 
of the Antijacobin war, many things which ^1 these advantages, natural and acquired, 
attracted tlie attention of Pitt and his Attor- then, they cJme to pronounce their opinioa 

ney General.-Such is the true histdry upon the conduct of Mr. Eaton ia {uiblish* 

of the pillorying of Mr. Eaton; such was mg tke Third and Last Part of Paine's 
the way in which the people expressed/Aeir qf Reason ; and, what that opinion was the 
opinion of his conduct. The punishment world will easily judge from the above * 

of pillory is intended to expose the par^r to statement.-This is, 1 am told, thefirA 

the scorn, the scutfs, and the pehings'of the inslancSf within the mvnory of persons 59 
people. But, Mr. Eaton met with none of years of age, of any one being a/'j&fotfded tip 
these.* He had the satisfaction to hear him- ,the l*illery in ]§^ngland. If, indeed, it 
sell applauded; he received, as the volun- were the common pracllhe to applaud per- 
tary oE&ring of the people, more applause sons so exhibited, no argument could'te 
than could bt^ bought upon any grand day ^ drawn favonrabie tq Mr. Eaton from the 
for two or three thousand pounds, even] applause bestowed upon this occasion. 
wiTR the aid of all the trainra huzzaers of —But, it is notorious, that this is not 

the CeneraLPost-OBice.-Upon similar the case. When, last year, some of 

occasiems the venal press* has generally be- the wretches guilty of unnalurdl offences 
stowed the name of moft, or that of rabble^ stood in the pillory, on the same spot whero 
upon the people assembled. 1 do not, Mr. Eaton was exhibited, their features 
however, perceive, that they have dqne this | were almost instantly rendered indistin- 
upon the present occasion. They have; guishable by the peltings in mud,* blood, 
held their* tongues upon the subject; and, addled eggs, guts, garbage, dead dogs and 
in this they have been very prudent; for, cats, and every species oif filth, whileitht 
to have come out with the charge of mob- ; air was filled with hootings and execrations. 


bism again, so soon after having abused the i 
people on account of their .feelings in favour 
of Mr. Bellingham, would have been to i 
declare opmi war upon the whole of the 

public.-As to the capaci^ of the people 

for judging in a case like tliis, we will tike 
the opinion of Mr. Peel (now Sir Robert)^' 
as giverfin the House of Commons, at the' 
time of the riots at M.an«hester, in 1792: 

THE COMMON PE'OPL^,” said he, 
“ ARE BErrER 5UDGES OF THINGS 
“ THAN THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO 
“ BE. French writings, and "PAINE’s 

WRITINGS, and all the-writings snd 
“ doctrines of Paine’s friends, ksre had 
“ effect ontkem. There is‘but one senti- 
** raent amongst them, |nd that is, loj^aUjf; 

« attachment for their ftfw/M/gOTemoTfl, and 

veneration for the constitution.*' This 
was Mr. Peel’js (kscr!ption,of the chmctw 
and politics <Jf the people. Now, if k Was 
false, the reader must senle the matter 
with Mr. Peel; but, if it was true, I cm 
really see no reastm to conclude, that the 
people are not now as yftpable of judging 
on public matters aa ahey were m 1792; 
especiidly as they have now had ^^e time 
to read Paine’s Mrrhings and to obs^ve thfe 
effect of his principles in other ccfiintries. 

. They have, since the year 1792, hid twenty 
years of most interesiing CKperience; Paine 


When, at a later peried, a man stood ia 
the pillory, on the same spot, far swindling^ 
he was covered with mud, and was hootra 
*and reproached. These facts, which ne 
01 ^ will attempt to deny, show, that the 
people of Engfand have mtt lost their dia- 
raotcr; that they are still the same just 
and yet oompassionate people that they 
always were. Tliese facts sficw, tliatthey 
know how to eUscrimiaale; that sliey are 
not the favourers* of those whom {hey know 
to be real criminals; that they, while they 
love liberty, arc still as much a| ever the 

supporters of law.-But, do 1 suppose, 

thfn, that they, 114 applauding Mr. Eatou, 
appla«|dcd,tbe work for the publishing of 
which, he was prosecuted by Sir Vicary 
Gibbs? Oh]l no. 1 suppose no such 
diing. * I dare say, that, out of the IS 
thousand, sot 15 persons had ever seen tlie 
work. The {p’eater part of- them had seen 
•an account of it in Gibbs’s speech and Lord 
Ellenherough's charge to the Special Jury; 
b*ut, ^he fact is, that those, who applauded 
Mr. Eaton, did not care atftraw about the 
doctriaes of tl* work; their applause was 
built upon the principles laid down in that 
speech of Mr./onsonby, part of which I 
have taken for my motto, and to which I 
beg the readeuto turn. Oh ! no. It was 
not any aua^lunent to Ueism that mads 
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them c/ieer Mr. Eaton'it^as their attacb- 
incnt to the liberty of the press, to which 
they know w^ll that they owe whatever of 
freetioni they enjoy. They took into view, 
too, all the circumstanoes of the case; the 
age of Mr. Eaton; his treatment, &c. See. 
See.; and, with all these in^their minds, 
they utteaed the expression which I have 

noticed.-As to the work itself, I never 

saw it till the trial took place; and, thooglj 
1 have had, in my posSession, the two 
former parts of Paine’s Age of Reason, 
bound up with thej-est of his works, ever 
since about the year 1796, I'tjever read a 
single page of either, ^ill the period ofJ 
Mr. Eaton’s proseCution. I have now read j 
them all; and I really do not End in them 
any of that ribaldry or mockery that have 
been so nivch talked of. They are so^tr, 
argumentative essays; and, though the 
author may be wrong, it is not, according 
to Mr. PoNsoNBY., any crime ii\, him to 
express'his thoughts ; nor can there, I 
should'hope, be so much danger in his so 
doing, seeing that the work has been pub¬ 
lished ih America for three years past with¬ 
out producing any visible effect. Now, il 
it has done no mischief in America, where 
there are no tithes, and, of course, where 
iliere are no Arch-Bishops, Bishops, Deans, 
Arch - Deacons, Prebendaries, CanouS', 
Rectors, Vicars, or Curates ; if it has done 
no mischief- there, where Christianity ha$ 
no funds to support it, there is not, 1 pre¬ 
sume, iimch danger of its'doing mischief 
here, where we have, 1 should suppose,' 
about ctwenty or thirty thousand persons' 
who have been ordained, and who have a 
maintenance for the express pbrpose of 
ensuring their services in the support of the 
Christian Religion. Be this as il may, 1 
have not^,yet heard, that this Third Part of 
the Age of Reason has yet .been answered 
by any one of this greaLuumber Qf Clerjty. 
TJiat i shall hear of it, noweVti[, w\»uld be 
a shame to doubt;” for, the Church will 
hardly leave her defence, in this case, 
•wholly to the Attorney^Gcncral, the Special 
Jury, and the Judges. The annual reve¬ 
nues of«the Church are supposed, by Aii- 
TjHUR Young, to amount lo ,£b,000,000, 
sterling in England alone lo which if we 
add that of*the Church of Ireland^and“of 
the Kirk of Scotland, we shall liud the whole 
lo be not less than ^£”7,000,000. sterling, 
which (mark the JaettJ is about FOUR 
TIMES AS MUCH as the amount of THE 
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WHOLE OF THE ANNUAL 
NfTES OF THE AMERICAN STATES- 
CfF EVERY SORT! A very curious 
fact!—But, letussuppose that Mr. Young, 
in* his zeal for agriculture, overstretched 
the bounds vvith regards to the revenues of 
the Church. Let us take the whole of the 
thlee Kingdoms at «£5,000,000. it will 
pay ten thousand men at £bOO. a year 
each. Surely, then,-we Church People in , 
particular have'some reason to expect, that 
an answer, besides that of the Attorney 
Gener'iil, will be given to this work of 
Paine, especially after the decision pro¬ 
nounced upon Mr. Eaton’s conduct by the 
public in London. Our Clergy will hardly 
tell us, that the.work is a contemptible 
thing unworthy oj their notice ; because, if 
they do, we shall remind them of the very 
serious notice taken of it by the Attdiiiey 
General and the Judges of the Court of 
Kiug’s Bench, viz.-Lord Euenborough, 
Judge Grose, Judge Le Blanc, and Judge 
Bailey; we shall remind them, that Mr. 
Eaton, at the age of three score, has stood 
in the Pillory, and is to suffer 20 months of 
imprisonment in Newgate, for*publishing 
this work; we shall remind them, that the 
Attorney General declared the ^ork to con¬ 
tain doctrines of the most pernicious ten¬ 
dency; arid that “their consequences, if 
“ they TOOK ROOT, in the minds of 
thjise by whom they wet;e perused, 

“ would be DREADFUL IN THE EX- 
“ THEME !”“ The Judge (Lord Elfen- 
borougb) who tried the information, was 
of the same opinion. Therefore, I think, 
that we have alright to expect from our 
Clergy, that which wijl preveqt^his perni¬ 
cious pknt* from taking root. Nay, I 
think, that every churchman has a right to 
call upon'the minister of his own parish for 
asL antidote* against this deadly poison.; 
and, accordingly,.//tefe£>y ca// upon mine, 
"who, though I am absent from-him, will, I 
am sure, ^tot think me out of the pale of 
his care, esj;ieciaJly when he considers that 
1 am, here, in the very focus, as it were, 
of these dreadful publications.* But, in 
making this call upon my* -pastor, I beg 
leave to apprize him. that I shall be con¬ 
vinced by nothing snort of a confutation 
arising out of fair reasoning, or clearly 
established facts^ and ,tliat mere reproach 
on ejther Messrs. ePaine or Eaton, or on 
hath together, will have no weight at all 
*)Vi;h me. To shew that 1 am in earnest, 
and that 1 really am anxious to see the sub¬ 
ject discussed, Lpromise the gentleman, to 
whom luqw address piysclf (l.mean, o( 



course, ihe Rector of Botley), that 1 will, 
at wf own expense, cause to be pubiished|[ 
whatever he may write to me iu answer to' 
Paine’s Third Part of the Age of Reason, 
provided it does not exceed in bulk twice 
that of the work to be answered; and I 
will, if the Rector of Botley should decline 
the invitation, do the same with respect to< 
an answer by an^ other Clergyman of the 
Church of England; after which oflFer, 1 
shall, I liope, hear no more oT*the darker 
to be apprehended from Mr. Eaton’s publi¬ 
cation, for here I pledge myself to circidatb 
the antidote. 

• WM. COBBETT. 

Sl(;te Prison, A'ewgate, 

Friday, I’ilhJune, 1812. • 


JUNE Ktfdmn, 

The late Judge Vackstone is an at^hoc 
of this description*; his authprity is. aef-^ 
I'mitted in the courts of law, and all men.of 
all parties appeal to his Conuheni^ries js 
decisive upan almost* ail occasions; no 
therefore, can be better adapted to 


PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 


To 


the Freeholders and Inhabitants of 
Hampshire. 

Gentlemen, 

The various, confused, and even contra¬ 
dictory opinions that have been delivered 
in the two Houses of Parliament during the 
late sessions,^ and particularly whilst the 
Regency question was under discussion, re¬ 
specting what was and what was not con¬ 
sonant to the principles of the constitution, 
appear to me to be calculated to excite 
doubts, not merely as to the excellence, 
but even as to the very existehce of the cont 
stitution, it being natural to conclude, that 
■such a diversity of sentiments could not be 
entertained; respecting the sature ol an in¬ 
stitution, ib t.he dociynent* itself could be 
produced to settle thadispute. TToasbviate 
such erroneous conclusions, and to do Jus¬ 
tice to an institution, for which our ances¬ 
tors were at all times ready to sacrifice luii 
only their fortunes tut even their lives, 
must pecessaitfly be ai^object of the highest 
importance as well ssol the greatest utility, 
as it must have a strbng tondency to 
strengthen and confirm our hereditary no¬ 
tions of the« superiyity of our constituliMi 
over ali* others,* as well as to settle and fix 
our opinions respectii^ it upon a ratitpial 
and solid basis. The most eligible mode, 
of attaining this desiriibl« end, appears to 
m^ to be this: to extract,,/rom the ablest 
writers on this subject,^ »uch principles as 
have undergone and stood the tes^uf tltot 
most rigid and severe scrutiny, and have 
thereby challenged and extorted the admi¬ 
ration and a])probatioa of men of all par¬ 
ties gud denominations. 


writer, 

the purpose I have mentioned than he is, 
as few men, however much they i^ay dis* 
like the doctrines to be derived from such a 
source, will venture to impeach the autho¬ 
rity from whence tlAy are drawn. In Judge 
Blackstone’s Inquiry into the Nature of 
Society and Civil Government, I read, 

“ that the t-ein'% of government ought to be 
‘‘intrtftted to the hands of those only who 
‘^possess the qualiTies of*wisdoin, good- 
“ ness, and power; wisdom to discern the 
“ real interesUof the community, goodness 
to endeavour always *to pursuejlAat inte- 
“ rest, and power to carry this knowledge 
“ and intention into action: these are the 
“ natural foundaiions of sovereignty, and 
these are the requisites that ought to be 
“ found in every w'ell-constituted frame of 
“ governmentthereby clearly evincing, 
that as the good of the people is the sole le¬ 
gitimate foundation of all government, so 
the only and ultimate object of all govern¬ 
ment ought to be to promote and secure the 
good of the people. In order to shew' that 
out peculiar constitution possesses these 
natural foundations of sovereignty in a more 
eminent degree than any other, he then 
proceeds to examine into the m^is of the 
thre*e regular I'orAis of government that have 
been>chielly found to exist in the world, 
uaniely, democracy,, aristocracy, and mo¬ 
narchy; and state.s, that in a democracy, 

“ where the right of making laws (which 
“ he styles the sovereign power) resides in 
“ the people at’large, public virtue and 
“ goodness of intention is more liki^y to be 
“ found than either of the other qualities of 
“ g^verun^^rit, as ^ppular assemblies ge- 
nerei^j' mgab to do the thing that is right 
“ aiid jt^st, and have ^ways a degree of 
‘‘ patriotism and public spirit. In aristo- 
“ cracie:^ there is moi;e wisdom to be found 
than in the other frames of government; 
but there is less honesty than in a«repub- 
lie, and less strength than in a monarchy. 
“ A monarchy is, indeed, the most power- 
“ ful of any; for, by the entire‘conjunction 
“ of th*e legislative and exeoutive powers,' 
“ all the siuews*of government,are knit to- 
“ getber and united in the hands of the* 
“ prince ; but there' is imminent danger of 
“ his employing that strengtli to impruvi- 
“ dent or oppr^sive purposes.” Having 
thus specified |he several perfectiotis and 
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hsperfectioiu of ffaesf t&ree forms 

of goveraaieQt, be then* states that ** that 
supreme, irresisitfale, absolute, uncontrol- 
“j^ed authority, in which the rights of so- 
“ vereignty reside, ^od which, ander all 
forms of government, must be vested 
“ somewhere, is, by the firitish coustitu- 
tion, ^intrusted to /Arse distmei powers, 
entirely independent of each^other; con- 
“ siting of, first, the King; secondly, jhe 
** Lords Spiritual and*" Temporal; and, 

** thirdly, llie House of Commons, freely 
*' chosen by the people from amongst them- 
selves;” by which means it possesses all 
the advantages of the ptber three forms pf 
government cothbined in its own singular 
and peculiar constitution, namely, wisdom, 
goodness, and power, theexercise of which, 
qualities ^re securt^ to the people by the 
division of the sovereignty, which being 
lodged in an aggregate body, actuated by 
diHerent springs and attentive f.o different 
interests, there can no inconvenience be at¬ 
tempted by either of the three branches, 
but will be withstood by one «f the other 
two; ‘ each branch being armed with a ne¬ 
gative power, sufficient to repel any inno¬ 
vation which it shall think inexpedient or 
dangerous. Thus, then, js lodged the sove¬ 
reignly of the British constitution, and 
lodged as beneficially as is possible for Sio- 
ekty, and in no other shape could we be so 
certain of-finding the three great qualities 
of goveniMnent so well and so happily 
united. If the supreme pbwer were lodged 
in any one of the three bodies separate!^, 
we must be exposed-to the tnconveniencis 
of- either ‘ absolute monarchy, aristocracy, 
or democracy, and so want two of the 
three principal ingredients of good polity, 
either virtue, wisdom, or power. If it 
were lodged in any two of the branches, for 
instance, in the King and. Himse of Lords, 
our laws might be providently madg ant^ 
well executed, bt^t they might no'f'Vilways 
nave the good'of the people iniView: if 
lodged in the King and Commons, we 
should want that circumspection imd medi¬ 
atory caution whkh the wisdom of the Peers 
it to a0brd; if the supreme rights of legis- 
.lature were lodged in the two Houses oniy, 
and the King had no negative upon ^eir 
proceedings, they might ^ teroptf-d to en- 
croKh upon the royal prerogative, or, per¬ 
haps, to abolish the kingly (^e, and tbere- 
^ by weaken -(if not wholly destroy) the ex¬ 
ecutive power. This’abi^ argument iiKon-' 
festibly proves, that the sovereignty of the 
British coustitutirn is lodged in a vmy, the 
-best calculated e f lU ethers, to j^mott the 


ultimate ol^ect of alt legttuntte govern^ 
Isents, tkegooiofthe peoj^et but althcwfth 
^t is apparently thus secusely lodged, sdM 
it is not out of the reach of attack; and the 
■able Judge himself, semible as he was of 
its excellence, was sensibly alive to the in¬ 
sidious dangers which environed it, and 
which might encompass and destroy it; 
for he states, that nothing can endanger 
“ or hurt it,but destroying the equilibrium 
“ of j&im'e/between one branch of the legis- 
“ lature and the rest; for if ever it should 
happen that the independence of any one 
“ of the three should be lost, or that h 
should become subservient to flie views 
“ of either of the other two, there would 
“ soon be an ei^ of our constitution.”* 

If this delineation of thf constitution be 
correct, and that it is so there can be no 
doubt, if Judge Blackstone knew anything 
about it, then the following proposition.s 
are established beyond the possibility of 
controversy; 

First, That the British constitution con¬ 
sists in the division of the sovereignty; 

Secondly, That by this division, the 
sovereignty is vested in the three estates of 
King, Lords, and Commons; the two for¬ 
mer being hereditary, but tke latter elec¬ 
tive, and to be freely chosen by the people; " 
Thirdly, That these three estates are 
perfectly independent of and Free from the 
cortrol of each other; 

Fourthly, Jhat no one, nor any two of 
ithese three estates can possess the sove- 
reignty, but that it is lodged in all three 
collectively; 

Fifthly, Thqt the essence of this consti¬ 
tution depends upon<the preserfation of the 
absoltKe and periect*purity, freedom, and 
independence of all the three estates of 
which 'it is composed ;—For Judge Black- 
ttone emphatically declares, that here- 
“ in, indeed, consists the true excellence 
“ of the English •'government, that ail 
the parts tof, it form a mntnal check 
** upon each other. In the legislature, the 
“ people are a check upon the nobility, 
‘*and the nobility a chedc upoh the people, 
“ by the mutual privilege 6f rejecting what 
“ <jhe other has resolved, while the King is 
a check upon both, which preserves the 
** executive power* from encroachments. 
“ And this executive power is again 
** ehecked and limpt within doe bounds by 
thee two Houses, through the privilege 
*' they have of impeaching and punishing 
“ evil counsellors. Thus every branch of 
our civil polity supports and is supported, 
regulates and is regulated by tbx rest; 
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fef llie Etoss^s BSturallf drawrag ia 
“ t\fb ^recrioiis of opposite mterests'^ and 
“ the prerogative «a another still dtfiierait 
“ fronB them both^ tl^ey mutually keep 
“ each other from exceedinfg thdr proper 
“ limits, while the wfrole ia prevented 
“ from separation, and artificially con- 
“ nected together, by the mixed nature of ' 
“ the crown, which is a part of the legisla- 
“ live and the sole executive magistrate.” 
Herein, then, is to be found that excellence, 
pre-eminence, and superiority for which, 
the British constitution stands distinguished 
beyond every other form of government 
that the ingenuity of man has been able to 
discover; herein is to be found the origin 
of that ardent, zealous, and unconquerable 
attachment which ^ur ancestors upon every 
occasion manifested for this unrivalled in- 
stitution^and which, 1 am confident, would 
be as fervently supported by their poste¬ 
rity, were they equally well acquainted 
with its real and intrinsic merits, which 
seem to be justly appreciated only by that 
part of the community, who are basely ca¬ 
lumniated and aspersed as jacobins, level¬ 
lers, and republicans, by that servile and 
degraded crew of sycophants, who, from 
interested motives, are undermining this 
Sacred edifice, and who, by grossly im¬ 
posing upon the well-meaning but unin- 
iorm^ part of the community, have en¬ 
deavoured to fix upon the real friends ef 
the constitution that stigma^apd odium, 
which ought to be solely attached to their 
own destructive principles and conduct, 
ft may not be amiss, therefore, to inquire 
into Ihe motives of those, whp so sedulously 
and upon all Accasions set themselvjes in op¬ 
position to every proptAition that wenfs the 
aspect of what is popularly termed Parlia¬ 
mentary Reform; but which would be 
more correctly expressed by, 'what in* 
reality it is, a restoration of the Constitution 
to its original purity and perfretion: with 
this view I ask them) what, if is that they 
oppose themselves to ? Is it the British 
Constitution, as here depicted by Jiulge 
Blackston^, diat they are a5s;ailing? tbA 
' Constitution, whose excellence is so per¬ 
petually in their rooutfis, and which they, 
have so repeatedly pledged themselves to 
support even with the sacrifice of their 
lives and fortunes ? thaj^hould be dis¬ 
claimed, then it will Jbe incumbent on 
them, if they were sincere in theha pro¬ 
fessions of attachment to the Constitution, 
either to join us in procuring a restoration' 
•f • it to its original purity aad^^rfections,; 
•r by an open and explicit explanation of 


their prihcipkn, if \feey Idrve sBty, igefc ■ 
l|ieiDSelves mm tbe^something;. mere thM 
suspicion ihat they are solely Settiated'by 
tihe sordid motives of interest and ttw lov4 
df Hasg andJUU^ lucre. *It will be dilSoult 
for these gentkiaen to exonerate themselves 
from this imputaflon, unless they can shew 
lhat the parliamentary reformers arg aim¬ 
ing at something beyond the Constitution 
desegbed by Judge Biackstone, which I 
apprehend it will a9t be in their power to 
do, as 1 am persuaded the most radical 
reformer never looked ‘to t^e attainment of 
any thing beyonS that, which is the birth¬ 
right of every Englisjlman, and which ap¬ 
pears to me to be* a duty imposed upon every 
honest man, every friend to civil liberty, • 
cjfflry real lover of his^ country, to use 
every exertion in his power to acqipre. If 
the restoration of the British Constitutidh 
to that state of purity and perfection, de¬ 
scribed by Judge Biackstone, be so just, 
legitimate, and praise-worthy a motive, in 
what predicament do the opposers of such a 
measure stand ? Are they aware that they 
are justly exposed to the opprobriuih of 
being the enemies of their country, traitors 
to the British constitution, and the abject 
supporters of principles that have a mani¬ 
fest tendency to despotism? Yet, much 
as they may be surprised at it, they arc 
strictly chargeable with such consequences, 
if they continue the abettors and supporters 
of suqh measures, that do, in effect, de¬ 
stroy the benefits*that the British constitu¬ 
tion is calculated to impart ; for after all 
thSt can be said upon -the subject, it must 
necessarily come to this point, Has Judge 
Biackstone correctly delineated the British 
constitution or no| ‘I if be has, thqse that 
support, maintain, and renovate it are its 
real friends and admirers; and those that 
' oppose or endeavour to suppress it, are, of 
cpursti, its bitterest enemies; the conclu¬ 
sion is Ifkvitabie, and tfiey have no means 
of avoiding the application, but by be¬ 
coming converts to and supporters of that 
conslitutiofi, which they afect, in words 
at least, so much to admire. The distin¬ 
guishing feature of this constitution if, the 
division of the sovereignty ; but its essence • 
«cun;ists in the preservation of thf indepen¬ 
dence of ^all the three estates in whom that 
sovereignty is vested. If that kidependencc 
can be effectually 'destroyed in any one of 
•its branches, it matters not in which, the ' 
;(ocistitution is virtually annihilated; its 
■ form and shadow may remain, but its sub¬ 
stance is gone, its vitality is extinct. Wiie- 
ther that event as fast approaching, or has 
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already taken place, a. question of the I secure this most important object, in con- 
higAest importance, wAich calls for your Ssequencc of the practices brought to li^ht 
serious delibeiation and sokmn determina-' by Mr; Madocks, on the l||hof May, 1809, 
tipn ; Ijiiit rtie friends of jwrliaroeutary re- and which practices wer^declared to be as 
form are decidedly 6f opinion that the mis* notorious as the sun at noon day. The 
chief has been consummated, that a b»ach practice of purchasing seats in the House of 
has been made in the constkution, and that Commons as notorious as the sun at noon 
the independence of the House of Com* »day ! What then is become of the British 
mofts has been effectually asskiled. This constitution ? which enjoins that the House 
opinion is grounded on the state of the of Commons should ht freely chosen by the 
representation; the pit/ticulars of which people, and"represents the practical cxer- 
are detailed in a petition presented to that cise of this most indispensable privilege to 
House in 1793, by the present Lord Grey, beof such vital importance, that Judge, 
wherein it is stated, and prSfif of the truth Blackstone declares it to be “ essential to 
of such statement offered to be produced.at “ the very being of Parliament that elec- 
thc bar of that Hous^, that 154 wealthy “ tions should be free, therefore all undue 
individuals, who have been aptly termed “ influence upqp the electors are illegal and 
the Borough Faction, can, if they combine “ strongly prohibited,” ,as tending, ac- 
together,^ by their Influence alone, procure* cording to Mr. Locke, to cut up the go- 
tli« election and return of a majority of vemment by the roots, and poison tiitf very 
that House; whereby they are enabled to fountain of public security; and yet the 
legislate for and dispose of the lives, liber- practice of purdiasing seats in the House of 
ties, and properties of all the rest ot the Commons ; and thereby destroying the very 
inhabitants of these kingdoms; which ac- being of Parliament,* and poisoning the 
cusation that House of Commons, con- very fountain of public security, is declared 
scious of its truth, did not dare to encounter to be not only as notorious as the sun at 
and disprove, but tacitly admitted its guilt noon day, but is publicly assigned as the 
By ignominiously shrinking Irom the in- reason why men, charged of being guilty 
vestigation. Whether any alteration has of this treason against thg constitution 
taken place for the better, in the forma- of their country, should be permitted to* 
tion of any subsequent House of Commans, escape that condign punishment so justly 
may be tolerably well ascertained by the due to their sacrilegious iniquity. With 
general call for reformation that now per-' su^h an explanation of the British consti- 
vades eviyy part of the kingdom ; a call tution, and with such a fact as this before 
that countenances sometlfing more tlian a <hem, can Lhglishmen slumber and sleep, 
suspicion of the constitution being in,dan- whilst their dearest rights are invaded ; 
ger,^aud which evinces as wfll the attack- without making one constitutional efibrt to 
meni, as .the vigilant jealousy of the people do themselves,justice, and thereby secure 
to esyjry thing connected with’ its security to themselves 'and iheir pojtwity that in- 
and exLstence; for they* well know that it estim&hle’’treasure bequeathed to them by 
camiot exist to any beneficial purpose with- their ancestors? I trust they will not, but 
out the^complete and absolute independence arousing themselves from the state of apa- 
of the House of Commons; and they are ^hy into which they have been lulled, they 
fully satisBed that t^is independency can will rise to an exerlidn, commensurate with 
pever be secured^ unless tliy frymlom ot the importance of ^le interest which they 
election be preserved pure and inviolate, have at stake,, and adopt, as the foundation 
without this their liberties roust be endan- of their*measures, that safe, constitutional 
gered, as they are convinced oB the truth doctrine of—The Freedom of Electibn, as 
of the apothegm of the gr^at Lord Trea- the only certain remedy for the grievances 
surer Jiurleigh, “ that England could never undei whicli^ they at present l^our: to 
.“be ruined but by a Parliament,” an efi^ct this, they mu^.t be sensible of its con- 
event that Montesquieu predicts will cer- ^ sequences; they must be convinced of the 
tainly taki place, “ whenever the l^is- truth of the statement of Judge Blackstone, 

“ lative po\ver shall become more corrupt that, “it is osseiitial to the very being of 
“ than the executive.” ‘To guard against “ Ifarliament ilwt eUcllons should be ab- 
.the accomplishment of this prediction is ,»“ sa/aie/j'/rce,”.w’ithout which, the House 
both the duty and flie interest of all tho of Commons, as required by theconstitu- 
real friends and well-wisbers to their coun- tion, can never be freely chosen by the 
try ;,and they are now ynperiously called peoplt^; but in order to know who are/Ac 
upon strenuously to exe^f thmnselves to people, iu w'hom the constitution has vested 
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right of election, it is necesiary to 
state, in the words of Judge Blackstdne, 
that The People, or, “ The Commons, 
“ OMisist of all men of property in tlie 
“ IcirigdoYn as have not seats in the House of 
“ Lords; every one of which has ; voice in 
parliament, cither personally or by his 
“ representative;” and he further states, 
that “ the true reason of requiring any 
“ qualification in voters, with regard to 
properly, is, to exclude such {lersons as 
“ are in so mean a situation, that they arc 
“ esteemed to have no will of their ov^n* 
“ If these persons had votes they would be 
“ temptec^ to dispose of them under some 
“ undue influence or other. This would 
“ give a great, an artful, or a wealthy 
“ man, a larger share in eiections than is 
“consistent wit\^general liberty." If it 
were jyjobable that every man would give 
his vote freely and without influence of any 
kind, then, uj»n the true Jheory und ge¬ 
nuine principles of liberty, every member 
of the community, however poor, should 
have a vote in electing those delegates, to 
whose charge is committed the disposal of 
his property, his liberty, and his life. By 
which you will perceive how indispensably 
necessary to the support of the spirit of the 
constitution it4s, that “ elections should be 
absolutely free,” and that no undue in- 
“ fluence” should be permitted to exert 
itself at such elections, lest any one should 
possess himsel&of a larger share in elections 
than is inconsistent with general liberty 
and therefore excludes from the elective 
franchise all those who are so poor as to be 
s'upposed n^t to have a will of their own, 
lest, by their perversion an£t abuse of that 
invaluable pfivilege, they should endanger 
the general liberty: frbm which prilffciple 
it follows, that every man who has a vote, 
and who perverts and abuses it, by con¬ 
verting it into an instrument for the ac¬ 
quirement of wealth, hontlur, or prefer¬ 
ment, ought tb be instantly disfranchised 
of that privilege, as «n enqny to his coun¬ 
try and a base betrayer of the general li¬ 
berty. Having thus established the im- 
, portance pf the (jreMiom of eiections, 
shewn that cvet’y man of property in the*; 
kingdom is entitled a vote, upon the 
principle asserted by the late Lord Chan¬ 
cellor Camden, that taxation and repre¬ 
sentation were inseparable; iPwould appear 
to be no very difficult task'to point out the 
means whereby such invaluable com^&ent 
parts of the British constitution might be 
recovered, protected, and secured : to ef¬ 
fect this important object reformation must 
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begin at-home; evUly voter must come to 
.the fixed, unalterabjie determination tojfiye 
Viis vote/r<e/y, as the constitution requires,., 
without any bias from undue influence; he 
must always bear in mind the obsd'vaticfti 
*or Judge Blatkstone, “ that it is a matter 
“ m3st essential to the liberties of this 
^ “ kin^om, that such members be dele- 
“ gated to this important trust, as are most 
** eninent for their probity, their forti- 
“ tude, and their knowledgeand there¬ 
fore resolve never to give his vote to any 
man, who is not so gifted; but, above all, 
he must be •inflexible* to the solicitations of 
any capflidate, who will not pledge him- 
sekf, explicitly and« uneqiyvocally, to a 
correction of all subsisting abuses, and a 
complete restoration of the British constitu-* 
bon to its full fiSree and energy; and, with 
thU view, he may act in consort with, 

The friends of the Constitution, asso¬ 
ciated, for the purpose of restoring it to its 
original purity and perfection, whose bond 
of union is their love of their country aud 
the public good, who only require. 

That the theory of the constitution, as 
delineated by Judge Blackstone, should be 
permitted to operate in practice. 

That all householders, subject to tax¬ 
ation, should have a vote for the repre¬ 
sentation, taxation and representation being 
inseparable. 

. That all votes be taken in each parish 
by the parish officers, who are to make 
returos to the sheriff's court, and that all 
elections should commence on the same 
day. * 

That the trifembers of the representatives 
should be regulated by the population of 
each county. ^ * 

Tfiat the durat^n of parliament.should 
be limited to one year, as practised for 
near two hundred years together with suc¬ 
cess, that being the only possible mode of 
securing to ^the^ electors an adequate con¬ 
trol o*tcS the* conduct at their represen¬ 
tatives. » 

If the electors will bind themselves to 
these principles, and*will express their 
adherence to them in petitions to the three 
branches of the legislature, there can've no 
doAbt but they will carry their point, and 
•secuje to themselves the en)oyu)eni of all. 
the blessings which the British Constitution 
is calculated to impart, and dhtitle them¬ 
selves to the respect and veneration of their 
•remotest posterity. 

* i must here take leave to ask, whether 
there is any thing in what is here stated, 
that is incongruous with or repugnant to 
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citber the letter or th^^.irit of the British .object;i ll^t theie men ©id reasoaa4>ly ob-J 
C’onst ivation? if there is flot, and I defy ject to ? Hiey cannt*'deny that the inde- 
any roan tot prove tlat'there is, vrhy should p^ence of m House of Coromoos ^s a 
not that he accorded to the people of thi*s vital 'priociple of the l^idtish CoRStitution, 
jtiagdom,'which is t^ir birth-right and and that without such indepsodence ^ 
inheritance, since* it is (hat oonstitutioni Constitution is a mere dame ai)d nothing 
which, “ although much talked of, <45 hut else ; how then mi they revile us whose 
“ little understood stid in “ theory the aim is only to secure that independence in 
uio^t beautiful of any, i^ practice the' sudi an ample and effisctual manner, as 
roost approved, in duration the roost shall completely protect it both from open 
permanent, which it is the duty of gvery and secret Jhastility? On that account'll is 
good Englishman tb understand, to re- we require short parliaments, as the only 
“ vere, and to defend from which have ^ practicable mode of assuring to us, that 
emanated, when producing its legitimate elective and constitutional control over 
effect, Magna Charta, the Habeas Cor- our representatives, which can alone render 
pus Act, and the Bill of Rights, and fyom them the faithful and watchful guardians 
which source Will continue to flow every of the public welfare; on that account it is 
law that is calculated to promote and se- that we requiye an extension of the elective 
cure civil liberty and private property:, ^t franchise to all men stihiect to taxation, as 
all events, this is'the British Constitution, well on the principle that taxation neces- 
and no good Englishman will repine at the sarily implies representation, as a!?d on ac- 
efl’ects it may produce, be they what they count of its being the only,means of coun- 
inay, so long as it is permitted to act with leracting the inachinations of the borough 
an unfettered and unrestrained energy. It faction, which by domineering equally over 
is curious to observe, that those who are King and people, completely destroys the 
only contending for the attainment of so independence of both those branches of the 
legitimate an o^'ect as the recovery of their British Constitution ; on that accoimt we 
birth-right, are always stigmatized as Ja- require the votes to be taketl in the parish, 
cobins, Levellers, and Republicans ; while in which the voter resides, that he may 
those who are undermining and subverting, not be put to any expens': whatever iu 
and thereby proving themselves the bitter- giving his vote, and be thereby secured 
cst enemies of the British Constitution^ set against that undue influence which is so 
themselves up as the objects of commen- dangerous to the general liberty; on that 
dation and applause, if not selected' for account we require the number of the re- 
hooours^nd preferment* To men acting presentatives to bear a proportion to the 
from a less lorcible impulse than tbat of number of electors, in order to prevent a 
genuine patriotism, such a lot might prove few inhabitants of boroughs, whose sale 
dia^auraging, if not mortifying; but ‘‘on thereof is as notorious as the ''-Isun at noon 
<hose, vtiho are actual©} by such a sacred day, from having it in their power to elect 
principle, no such impression can be made; a majon},y of the House of Commons, and 
for myself individually f can say, that I therAy legislate for the lives, liberties, 
treat such a charge wiflh scorn, and repel and properties of all the rest of the subjects 
it wi^ indignant disdain, beinK conscious of these kingdoms; all these things are 
that lam wholly and solely iHrected byv requisite to recover, maintain, and support 
the purest love of njy country and of civU the independence of the House of Gom- 
, liberty, and an utter abhhiTeacf^oaltd de- mons; and therefore we require all these 
testation of despotism and comiprion ; and things to be concededtto us, as being indis- 
1 am firmly persuaded, that all the mem- ptnsable -to ensure to us the enjoypent of 
bars of that meeting at Free-Mason’s Ta- that Constitution which our ancestors trans- 
vero in June last, with whom I iiad the mitted to us^ and which we Who, are called 
honour to be associated, and which, in ‘Levellers, Jacobins, and Republicans, love, 
, point of fortune, independence, and -re- venerate, and revere; which we wish to 
ipectability, has seldom been surpassed, pieserve inviolate for ourselves, and to 
arc altogefber iofluemted by thesape liberal transmit unimpaired to our children’s chii- 
and patriotic principles, and equally re- dren. Witb^'^such a zealous attachment to 
gardless of those calumuies which are cir- the British Constitution, and with such 
4;ulated by mm, who are, from the samer mosiyes to support tljero, can the friends of 
cause, both their edemies, and the ene^ paciiamentary reform and of civil liberty 
mics of the British ConsUtutioo: but what stand in need of any justification to sheitei 
is there, in what is here stated to be our and protect them against the base calum- 
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nies thit aie 49 Muitrknuly ixrc^gated 
aninat thnaf Sieir object, tb^ only 
objei% is tbe restoratiim of tbe British 
Constituticai to iu ot%inal purity and per- 
fectioa; they are no ioiKivators, no spe> 
culative theorists, they only retpiire what 
their ancestors enjoyed .and transm itted to 
them as their birth-right ami best inhe¬ 
ritance, tbe British Constitution, the whole 
Constitution, and nothittg but the Con¬ 
stitution ; and they have - a right to expect 
that every true Englishman, evdry sincere 
well-wisher to his country, should counte¬ 
nance, aid, and support them in thti/ 
efforts to obtain so invaluable a possession, 
the pursuit of which they never will relin¬ 
quish, but will steadily and firmly adopt 
every constitutional measur^ that is calcu¬ 
lated to ensure them the attainment of their 
undoubted right, without being hurried 
“ inttrftclion and licentiousness on the oue 
“ hand, or bemg intimidated into a pusil- 

lanimous indiSereoce and criminal sub- 
“ mission on tlie other ;” but will assert 
their claims in that bold and manly manner 
that becomes freemen, conscious that the 
protection of the Uberly of England is a 
duty which they owe to themselves, who 
enjoy it; to their ancestors, who transmit¬ 
ted it down; ^d to their posterity, who 
■will claim it at their hands,—the best birth¬ 
right and noblest inheritance^of mankind. 

THOMAS JONES. 
Srmy Collage, •Lymington, • 

Sepl.^4, ISU.* . 

* I have had this excellont essay in my pos- 
aesgioD from*the time here mentioned; but 1 
hayc not until now seen a favou^ble occasion for 
pu'blnhine it. Rrform, it is dow seen, is the only 
remedy m olr*calamitidh; and hertvtb^ablic 
have a statement of the prmc^les and views of 
the raU r^ormers. 
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Orders in Council.’ — Dalfd', Weslminsler, 
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f Continued from page 73f5.y ^ 

vagant; and he‘farther announces the pe^ 
nallies of those Decrees to be in full force 
against all nations which shall suffer their 
Hag to be, as it is teroipd in tins new code, 
“denationalized.”—r-In pdditbn to the 
disavowal of the blockade of May, 1806, 
and of the principles on which ihat^bjock-, 
ade was established, and in addition to the 
repeal of the British Orders in Council, he 
demands an admission of the priociplcs, 


I that thd goods of aa tmetny, ?arrie«l uni^ 
a neutral flag, shall be treated as oetitral; 

I —that neutral profierty imdej the fla^ of 
^n enemy shall be treated as hostile ;—th^ 
arms and warlike stores alone*|to^he ex- 
*clusion of shjp-timber Imd other articles of 
naval equipment) shall be regarded as coa- 
traband of war ;r—and that no ports shall 
> be considered as lawfully blockaded, ex¬ 
cept such as are invested and besieged, in 
the jpresumption of their being taken [ca 
prevention d'etre P^is"], and into which a 
merchant-ship cannot enter without danger. 
-By these and other demands, the ene¬ 
my in fact Inquires, that ftreat Britain and 
all civilized nations shall renounce, at hjs 
arnitrary pleasure, ^he ordinary and in¬ 
disputable rights of maritime war; that 
Great Britain, tin particular, shall forego 
tiff, advantages of her’nav^ sugeriority, 
and allow the commercial property, es 
well as the produce and manufactures of 
France and^ her confederates, to pass the 
ocean in security, whilst the subjects of 
Great Britain are to be in effect proscribed 
jfrom all commercial intercourse with other 
nations; and the produce and manufactures 
of these realms are to be excluded from 
every country in the world to which the 
arms or tlie influence of the enemy can ex¬ 
tend.——Such are the demands to which 
the* British Government is summoned to 
submit—to the abandooment of its most 
bncient, essential, and undoubted maritime 
rights. Such is the code by w^h France 
hopel, under cover of a neutral flag, to 
render her commerce unassailable by sea ; 
wdiilst she proceeds to invade or to incor¬ 
porate with her own dominions, ail States 
that hesitate to sacrifice their national in¬ 
terests at her command, and, in abdica¬ 
tion of their jusf rights, to adopf a code, 
by which they are required to ejiclude, 
under the mask of municipal r^ulation, 
whatever is British Jrom their donunions. 

- -prejext for these extravagant de¬ 
mands j|, that some. oT these principles 
were adopted by voluntary compact in the 
Treaty obUtrecht; as^if a Treaty once ex¬ 
isting between two ‘particular countries 
founded on special and reciprocal *consi- 
deratioiis, binding only on the contracting, 
parties, and vvhich in the last treaty of 
peile between the same powei^, had net 
been revived, were to be regarded as de- • 

claratory of the public law of nations-- 

j!t is needless for His Royal Highness to. 
■demonstrate the injustice of such preten¬ 
sions. He migh‘t otherwise appeal to the 
practice of Fraqce herself, in this apd in 



former wars, and to *er own cstaKlished “ be wholly and absolutely revoked; and 
codes of maritime l|w^ it is sufficient that “ farther, that the full benefit of this Or- 
these new demands of the enemy form “ dejr shall be extended to any shif or 
wide depyture from those conditions on “ vessel captured subsequent to such au- 
which* the alleget^ repeal of the French “ thcntic act of repeal of the French De- 
Decrees was accepted by America, and* “ crees, ^although, antecedent to such re- 
upon which alone, erroneously assuming “ peal, such ship or vessel shall have 
that repeal to be complete, America has “ commenced, and shall be in the prose- 
claim^ a revocation of the pritish Orders* “ cution of a voyage, which, under the 
inCouncil.—His Royal Highness, upon a re- “ said Orders in Council, or one of them, 
view of all these circumstances, feels persJjad- “ would have subjected her to capture and 
ed, that so soon as this formal declaration, “ condemnation ; and the claimant of any 
by the Government of France, of its un- ,“j5hip or cargo which shall be captured at 
abated adherence to the principles and pro- “ any time subsequent to such authentic 
visions of ihe Berlin and'^Milan JDecrees, “ act of repeal by the French Government, 
shall be made knowq in America, the Go- “ shall, without any farther order or de- 
Vemment of ttie United States, actuated “ claration on the part of His Majesty’s 
*not less by a sense of justice to Great Bri- “ Governmeitt on this subject, be at liber- 
tain, than by whjit is duC to its own digr “ ty to give in evidence -in the High Court 
nity, will be disposed to recal those idea- “ of Admiralty, or any Court gf Vice- 
sbres of hostile exclusion, which, under a “ Admiralty, before which such ship or 
misconception of the real views and con- “ vessel, or ks .cargo, shrill be brought 
duct of the French Government, America “ for adjudication, that such repeal by the 
has exclusively applied to the commerce “ French Government had been by such 

and ships of war of Great Britain.-To “ authentic act promulgated prior to such 

accelerate a result so advantageous to the “capture; and upon proof thereof, the 
true*interests of both countries, and so con- “voyage shall be deemed and taken to 
ducive to the re-establishment of perfect “ have been as lawful as if the said Orders 
friendship between them; and to give a “ in Council had never been made; sav- 
dccisive proof of His Royal Highness’s dis- “ ing nevertheless to the ca|ttor$ such pro¬ 
position to perform the engagements of His “ tection and indemnity as they may be 
Majesty’s Government, by revoking'the “ equitably entitled to, in the judgment of 
Orders in Council, whenever the French “the said Court, by reason of their igno- 
Decrees shall be actually and unconditibn- “»rance or uncertainty as to the repeal oi 
ally repesled; His Rojal Highnefyi the “ the French Decrees, or of the recognition 
Prince Regent has been this day pleased, *“ of such repeal by His Majesty’s Govern- 

in the name and on the behalf df Dis “ ment, at the time of such capture.- 

Majtesty, and by and with‘the advice *of “ His Royal Highness, however, deems it 
Mis Majesty’s Privy Council,, to order and “proper to declare, that, should the le- 
declare;—“ That if at any time hereafter “ peal of the French decrees',' thus antici- 
“ the Berlin and Milaq Decrees shall, by “ pafcd and provideO for, afterwards prove 
some authentic act of the French Go- “ to have been illusory on the part of the 
“ verement, public promulgated, be ex- “ enemy; and should the restrictions 
“ pressly and unconditionally repealed, 1*“ thereoF be still (iractically enforced, or 
“ then, and from tbenceforth; the Ord^r “ revived by nhe enemy, Great Britain 
,“m Council of„the 7 th‘day olf^Xnuary, “will be'obligcdj howevtr reluctantly, 
“ I 8 O 7 , and the Order in Council of the “ after ■ reasohafile notice to Neutral Pow- 
“ 26th day of April, I 8 O 9 , shall, with- “‘ers, to have recourse to such measures ol 
“ out any farther order, be, anfl lhe«ame “ retaliation as may then appear to bejnsi 
hereby are declared from thenceforth. to I and necessarv.*' «• 
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The Devil was sick; the D<?Vil a Monk would be. 
“ The Devil was well; the Devil a Monktwas he.” 
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TO EARL GREY*, 

On the Ministerial Necociations. 

. • 

^ly Lord, 

On (iie 28th of March last, I took the 
liberty to address a letter to your lordship 
upon those occurrences, which had just 
then shut you and your pafty out of the pale 
of power. Ilf that letter I said severah 
thi«g4, which I shall now have to remind 
you of: but, I was particularly anxious to 
impress upolt your mind Uiis truth; name¬ 
ly, that the cause of your exclusion from 
j) 0 wer then was, the want of popularilj/, 
and that that want had arisen from your 
not having expressed yourself in favour of 
a Parliaraeqtary Reform, without which no 
man, be he who he may, will ever again 
be really popular. The main object of 
that letter, as well, indeed, as of all that I 
wrote upon the subject of “ THE NEW 
“ ERA,” was to convince'my readers, and 
the heads of great families in particular; 
that, to obtain, in spite of court Influ¬ 
ence, Parliamentary llefoiTii, Ao restqre 
the liberty and safety of the country w ith- 
out the /iesperate remedy of revolution, 
there must be a cordial union between the 
Great Fan^ilies and the People. I, how¬ 
ever, did not express any cxpeciation ol 
seeing such an union; on the contrary, at 
the close of my letter to you (page 400j, I 
observed, that 1 did not believe, that^c^ 
great families would join in calling for Re- 
Ibrtn; or, ia othei words, th;it they would' 
give up that whTch tliey w jthheld from the 
people; and, upon this ground I expressed 
my wish, fhat even Lawyer Perceval might 
retain his power. Another chance has pow 
been afSirded you By the death of this iierson: 
and the .same cause ha.s again shut you out. 

Upon this latter occasion, the Morning 
Chronicle, the organ of your party, seem’s 
to have come round" to ijjy doctrine; for, 
on the 12th of Jnnfe, in ?innouncing to the 
public that your party had been foiled, th^t 
print makes this ol^servation:—It wa§ 
“ by the cordial union of the gnat families 
*' with the bodu of the people^ thatjanef cc- 
■“ tual stand was made by 'our Ancestors 


** against the grasping attempts of secret 
“ Advisers in former days; and it is only 
“ by their united energy that we can now 
“ hope Urse»an end pift to the favouritism 
•“ that will otherwise work our ruin iu the 
present day.” *This yould seem to in¬ 
dicate, that the people are, by your party, 
to be now regarded as something; tliat 
•their support is neocssary to those who 
would resist a ministry or a tourt; ^that 
this is not to be accomplished by the mere 
borough mongers themselves; and that these 
latter ar^formidable only when they act in 
concert with a ministry. 

But, my Lord, for what object, with 
what end in view, is the union hei i^spoketi 
of to take place? To put down “ secret 
“advisers” and “favourites?” Really, 
my Lord, this does appear to me to be 
little better than mere talk, mere words, 
ipere noise. Who are these secret ad¬ 
visers ? Why are they not named.^ They 
have names, I suppose, as well as other 
people ? We are called ujjoii by tiiis 
wi-iterto make^i stand ; bur, afainst what? 
,“ Against i\\t grasping aUempts of secret 
,“ advisers [ This means noiliing; or, at 
least, we do not know what it ineans^ VVe 
do notjsee any thing grasjjetl by secie; ad¬ 
visers. We feel the weight of tlic taxes; 
we see immense sums given io*\)!acenieii 
and others; but all this is done opadij 
.enough. There is no secrtl as to tfie gtaisp- 
ings of (he family of Seymour any more 
thJb as^td those of ^he laiuily ot Gicnviile, 
or of Perce^-al, or ot Pitzroy, or ol Beies- 
ford, 6r of any of the rest upon the list. 
To talk, iherelove, of an union of t!ie G? tat 
Families with the pfttple, in outer to ]nit a 
stop to secret graspings, .secint ty me to 
have very little .sense in it, unless, indeed, 
it lie intended tolioodwiiikihe people. 

ill, as lire former part of the article iiere 
quoted’ would seem to iusiiiuaie, liie pi or 
poseel union hy iniemicil to have Ihiihu- 
mcntaiy Reform amongst its •oOjefs. die 
case is diflereut, and wiiat i > said by t:i*e 
Morning Cbrortitle ahem this union be¬ 
comes of iinportaiiee. "il'iie writei says: 
“ Our readcis“will see tiiui Mr. Woi tley," 
or;*. 
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“ instead of fallowing up the clear meaning 
“ and, letter of the rcsolj|tion of the 21st 
«« Maj', niadc»a motion last night, which, 

“ if it had befri digested by Lord Liverpool 
“ hiimself, could nol];iave been more suit- 
“ able to his views, nor more <lavourable 
“ to his interests. The aim and end ofhll 
“ the intrigues which hav/ occupied the 
“ Court of Carlton House for so many 
“ weeks have been obtained. The vote of 
“ the House of CominoiLs has been fiuf- 
“ trated, and a feeble Cabinet of Ministers 
“ ready to make every sacrifice to their 
“ Protector, have been' retained, in order 
“ that the Household might not bg, pro- 
“ faned ; that no inlefruplion might bm 
given la the flan of barrack-building; 

“ that no encroachment might be made on 
“ royal patronage ; no rr/orrh hazarded in» 
“ Ihe refirtsenlalion; and finally, that no 
“ relaxation of the disabilities on religious 
“ dissenters should take place. The Secret 
“ Advisers of the Prince Regent have suc- 
“ ceeded in their plan; they have triumpli- 
“ ed for the moment. But we trust they 
“ have at the same time opened the nalion’s 
‘‘ eyes to the character of the new era ; 
“ and that they will now be able to judge 
“ correctly of the views of the Secret Ad- 
“ vlsers on the one side, and of the Leaders 
“ of Opposition on the other. All tlj^ 
“ gross insinuations against Lords Grey 
and Grenville, and their friends, inus( 
“ now be retracted, as the public have had 
“ an oppoiTriaity of percejving the fiiioj, 
“ manly, and constitutional spirit with, 
“ wliich they have acted. At no time,, 
“ evcifin the brightesc period* of English 
“ history, has a nobler stand, or a'flearer 
“ dcrndnslration of public inirgriif been 
made, thaniiiat which hac been displayed 
“ by all the body of men \vho act together 
“ upon principle, in opposition to the sys- 
“ tern ol Carlton House.” Now, my Lord, 
I nuist confess, that I s«e nothing* “ noble” 
ill the stand (hat vvasimade by y6u atSTLord 
Grenville, unless it be noble to Aiake a 
stand for patronage, and for the securing of 
such voles as those, given in the House of 
Commons. But, 1 shall return to this part 
of the stibject, wlieu I have noticed the 
nioic important points touched upon in iliis 
article. • • 

Tlie chief object of the writer appears 
to have been to* persuade the public, that, 
if your party had come into power, there 
\vduid have been a change of measures for 
I'.x better. This is very clear, because he 
ta^s, that the cabinet have been retained, 
•' ill oi^ei that the Housefalild oiight not 
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be profaned; that no inlerri^iion might 
“ be given to the plan of barrow-budding; 
‘^that no ^icroachment might be made op 
“ the Royal Patronage; that no reform 
“ might he hazarded in the representation ; 
*' and, finayy, that no relaxation of the dis- 
“ abilities on religidiis dissenters should 
“ take place.” He says, and he wishes 
the public to believe, that it was in order 
to prevent these salutary changes that the 
old Cabinet Avere kept in, to your and Lord 
Grenville’s exclusion ; he says, and he evi¬ 
dently intends to make the public believe 
“ this; and, therefore, he clearly means to 
convey the opinion, that, if you hjid come 
into power, these changes would have taken 
place. l.ct me, then, inquire a little into 
the grounds, iipor/ which he makes this 
.assertion; for to an assertion it manifestly 
amounts. » .. 

With regard to the Household,, that is to 
say, the great gfficers. of shmw about the 
person of the Regent, it is an object in 
which the jieople are not at all interested, 
any farther than that their feelings towards 
him might be wished to be such as to in¬ 
duce them to like to see about him persons 
of his own choice. The Eoyal Patronage 
is another point which does not affect the 
people, who may well doubt <ff the mean¬ 
ing of the phrase; and, if it means the giv¬ 
ing aw'ay of places, what is the differtnee 
40 them, whether the places be given by 
the Regent or by the ministry? The reli¬ 
gious disali'iil>ie£ on dissenters are, indeed, 
of consequence; but, I am yet to learn 
that you proposed to take the/n away- 
That you meant to do something to gratify 
the Roman Catholics, and that, far as U 
went, it was good, I allow; bilt, as I have 
always said, that which has been called 
catholic ^mancipation, vyould, of itself, be 
nothing at ay. To remove, indeed, all the 
d^abilities oi all the dissenters would be a 
rgreat and glorious measure; but, this is a 
measure that you halre ndver even talked 
of; ^nd, therefore, my" Lord, the people 
see little that they liave lost, in this respect, 
by vour being kept out of place. . The Bar- 
raW Building <is a matfkr of great* conse¬ 
quence, Amongst ail the Acts even of 
L'j\s'*)er Perceval, tht Mai 7 -le-bone Bar¬ 
rack project was, I verily believe, the most 
hateful; and t^e n&nner in which he 
spoke of the use’ot iht new Barrack was 
calculated to render it still more so. It 
appeared to be with hipa the passing of tlie 
kubicon. But, my Lord, 1 find nothing in 
any of the documents, lately published, re¬ 
lative to th« iieg‘ociations for place; i find 
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nothing in them to encourage me to believe, 
tb 9 t your party had any dislike to the Bar¬ 
rack Syslern ; nor was there, during the do- 
bate on the subject, any expression dropped 
from your party hostile to that system, ^o 
scowling in its looks^ towards <the liberties 
of England. Your parly objected to the 
intended barrack and depot (which would, 
indeed, have been a species oi citadel) upon 
the score, not of its menacing aspect, not 
of its hostility to freedom f * but, on the 
score of Us expense.; and, indeed, it was 
but too evident, that no small part ofoiHeir 
opposition to the measure arose from their 
desire to moriify the Prince, and to cause it 
to be believed, that the intended depot had 
been less a project of the ministry than a 
measure assented to by them, in order to 
gratify his wisiles. When, therefore, Siit* 
FiifiNais Bukdett, whose hostility was to 
the system, and who was not, therefore, 
satisGed witH complaining of the mere ex¬ 
pense; who, when it was a question of 
erecting a sort of citadel on the skirts of the 
city inhabited by its constituents, could not 
think of talking about the pecuniary cost of 
the undertajting; when he came to deliver 
his sculiiiients, and to put in his solemn 
protest agaijjst ihe Banack sp.Uemgeneralfi/, 
and against the employment of soldiers in 
the ways mentioned by him ; when he came 
to do this, your party soon took care to 
make it known, that they did not agree 
vfiih him ; that they had no objection to 
the sj/stem; that, on the contrary, they 34 )- 
proved of it; and, one of them (Mr, Bar¬ 
ham) went so far as to say, that though he 
hat! come down to the I^ouse lor the pur¬ 
pose of voting agayist die Mary-le-bone 
Depot, he liad a grtjat mind td vq(»e lor it, 
on account of its having been opposed upon 
such grounds by Sir Francis. Burdeil. 
Upon the score of Barracks, therefore; tl^t 
is to say, the Barraek s'/slem and the tise of 
soldiers in Qie counlg/, the people had no-* 
thing at all to* expect frgm your party, 
who, indeed, (and it netrter ought to be for¬ 
gotten) applauded the emi)Ioyment of the 
Horse Soldiers against Sir Francis Burkett, 
and who rallied round' the minister" 
upon that memorable occasion; aye, round 
that very same minister, who lived to pro¬ 
pose the new Depot,^and who, as a reason 
for the establishment, .ci^d the utility of 
the Life Guards vvhen employed against 
the representative of’the City af.We^- 
xuinster. * , 

But, the great point of all is that of Be- 
form. And, I should be glad to bnaw', my 
Lord, upon what ground the Editor of the 


Morning Chronicle has asserted, that the 
old Cabinet liavedreen kept in, in ordpr that 
no reform may be made in the represenlar 
lion. I should he glad to knvw upon wbat 
ground he has sent .this assertion forth to 
the VTorUr. Has he heard your Lordship v 
say, that if y^pu had come in, you would 
have brought forward the measure of Re¬ 
form ? 1 have not seen, nor heal'd of, any 
tiling of the sort. If it had been your in¬ 
tention to bring /grward such a measure, 
suiely we should, during the long negocia- 
tions for place, hav.e seen some traces of it. 
\Vc hear'of every thing' else; we hear of a 
bargain about a vigorous wiU in Spain and 
'Portugal, which i;/alrcadj" vigorous enough 
to cost IIS 20 millions a year; we liear of 
a something to be done for Roman 
jCatholics in high 'life; we hear of a 
most gallant fight made by yoil and Lurd 
Grenville for the patronage of the Regent’s 
Household; and upon this ground we see 
you, at last, decline to come to the aid of 
your distressed country ; but, amidst all 
this, not a w'ord do we liear about « Reform 
of the Parluimenl; not a word, not •a single 
word do we hear about tliis, or, indeed, 
about any tiling else to be done for the peo¬ 
ple, who appear never to have been thought 
of by you from the lirst to the last. Why, 
Uien, are wc how told, that llie Old Cabinet 
are keiit in for the |)uipose of preventing 
us from having a reform of the Parliament? 

It is now, when your party are Hung out; . 
when they are4jafHed; whetT^iey are crest 
.faljen; when ifhey are sick and feeble; 
.and, like the Devil, when he was sick (as 
the legend says), they have, the* li.t of 
righteousness on them; tliey now,vAk of 
refonn ; they now would fain have us be¬ 
lieve that lhey*woulJ have given us that 
blessing, if they had come into power ; 
but, they will deceive nobody ; fliey have 
deceived the people once, and it is not in 
their pgsifer Ki do it again. Not only have 
we no "security for theif proposing a refonn, 
but we have as good a security as we can 
have f(*r their opposing it, if it were pro¬ 
posed by any body else, Mr, Ponsonby 
chd, indeed, give his vote for Mr, Brand's 
.motion on the 9th of May last; but, theii, 
he gave it in such a way, with so many 
(JUdlificatioas, and with such* reserve as to 
the future, that his vote vys Jiarui rathci 
than good ; while Mr. Elliot and Lord Mil- 
toil and Mr. Ward, liirec of'your pasty, 
•stood foreaiost in'the ranks to ojipose the 
motion, and to speak in terms tfie most 
coriiiiinelious of the claims of die rcfpririer. 3 ; 
so that, at thg close of the debate, tlie littis 
.2C 2 
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lawyer Minister, refining upon contempt to- 
wardL the reformers, saWi in his sneering 
speech (it wa5 the last he w'as to make . j, 
that he nev€r feh so little inclination to 
sp?ak in'his life, seeing that the opposition 
to the motion had been so ably condu(;j:ed 
Au the Genllemen opfwsite ., But, the vote 
was, of itself, quite sufficient. There were 
only 88 who voted for a motion wMch con- 
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nothing at all. The sum which each of 
these persons, received in 1808 yms 
^'93,000. i and, as their income is in pro¬ 
portion to the amount of the sums received 
into and paid out of the Exchequer, it 
must now‘be not % short of .£30,000. 
Mr. Creevy, on the day before mentioned, 
made a motion, the object of which was 
to “ reduce these sums, so as to make them 
tempilated merely a single step in the way 1 “ more suitable to the condition of the 


of reform; when, ujicn the great questidhs 
of parly, there were on your side upwards 
of 200 votes to be brought lorth at any 
time. These facts are deciffive;,as to the 
disposition of your party towards Reform ^ 
and I, therefore^! again txpress my wish to 
know, upon what it is that the Editor of 
the Morning Chronicle grou^ids his asser¬ 
tion, that the Old Cabinet have been kept ift 
•with a vim of prei'enting a Reform in the 
represeniaiion» Would Loid Milton and 
Mr. W. Ward, who support you^ and Mr. 
Elliot, who was in office with yon; would 
these.genllemen, whom the lawyer thank¬ 
ed for having saved him the trouble of 
making a speech; would they have been 
for giving us a reform? Would the family 
of Grenville have Vieen for reform? Your 
l.ordship knows that they would not; and, 
iherefore, you will, I am sure, agree with 
me in disapproving of this attempt in the 
Morning Chronicle to make the people be¬ 
lieve, tbit a 'Change of men would have 
brought ih^ a reform. ^ 

Before we can expect uny measure of 
this sort from you and your party, we uiusf 
have ,your pledges niQSt distiucily made.* 
We have .iieard from your iordshiji and 
your party .some vague sentiment'* about 
the nfccssit^ of and about ccitaiu 

re/orms hi tlie public expenditure. Wc 
do not want l elorms in the plural. One 
refonn Ts quite sufficient. If you will cut 
asunder the trunk of gorruplion, we shall 
not,plague you about the brancl 
my lord, if we look into particular in¬ 
stances, how tlo we find your party acting 
upon tlie siilijtci of abuses? I wilbnot here 
repeat ilie hisiot y of *tlie adventure of tlie 
11th of May fSOO, when Mr. Madock’s 


“ country.” *The object was not to abolish^ 
but to reduce these offices within something 
1 ike'decent bounds; and, surely, my lord, 
the situation of the country called loudly 
for it. Ill the.se two sinecures alone there 
is a sufficiency wholly to maintain, all the 
year round, at 15s. a week, one thousand 
five hundred families. Why, my lord, 
[“should these two persons receive out of the 
])ublic money that which would nfaiifiain 
.so many of the people of England ? Well, 
but who opposed this motion*^ Who was 
it that rose up and looked Mr. Creevy in 
the face, and spoke against this his motion 
in favour of the suffering peojik? I need 
hardly say that Lawyer Perceval (who vva.s 
then alive) was the first to rise against the 
motion; but, my lord, Mr. Ponsohby^ 
your relation and the leader of your 
party in the House of Commons, was the ' 
second; and he_ contended, that an estate 
in an office might be, and, in many cases 
was, private property as mucli as any other 
private properly, and, of course, that we 
must keep’on'paying these Lords these im¬ 
mense sums of money. Tims, then were 
the leaders on Ixith sides of tlic House 
against the motion. The two other perr 
sons who joined In an ppposilion to the mo¬ 
tion wt^re* Mr. Horru-r, and the famous 
Mr. 7'ierney^ who fought the duel ivith 
Pitt, and who was made a Doctor of Laws 
by Lord Grenville at his lordship’s iii- 


motion against Lawyer Perceval was op¬ 
posed by your party; but, tl.ere is an in- 
.stance of more recent date which I mbst 
notice; to wits their conduct with regard 
to the motion of Mr. Creevy, on the 7th ol 
April last.' This motion was for the re- 
cluciion of the enormt>u.s^ sums annually 
received <ini of the taxes by the Marquis oy 
fSacl’itfr/itiiii and Purl Ciin^den^ as Tellers 
!)1 i!ic rxrlieuMei', offices iii^whicli^hey do 


iR Ol ^o!iu,,iM..., „v. i.stallation at Oxford, *and who, by his in- 
ahoiit the branchefL dJut, f te.rpretation of the low iq support of these 

sinecures, gave proof of his, worthiness of 
tfie title. One tfnly wonders bow it can 
have happened, that Sir Samuel Romilly 
coidd have been induced to’tliink (as w’oulcl 
.seem to havd' been the case), that the 
Doctor’s name and recommendation were 
likely to serve him in the ensuing contest 
at Bristol. The rcsplt of this opposition 
to Mr. Creevy'j:,laudable efforts, was, that 
his motion was lost; and even a motion of 
Hr. Brand for a committee to inquire into 
-the }Tui(ier was negatived by both sides of 
the House, both sides of the Honourable 
House, ®who vojed 146 to 38, that there 
should be no such inquiry. 
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Now, my lord, after this; with facts 
li^e these before our eyes, what more do 
we want to convince us, that your par^^ 
would, if put into power, have made no 
reforms. They made a shocking outcry 
against the sinecure^of ^3,000. a year to 
Colonel M‘Mahon, and, since that, against 
his J!^,000, a year salary; they were loud 
enough here, and, indeed, not more loud 
than just; but, with what face could they, j 
then, oppose the reduction <ff*the sinecure 
of the Marquis of Buckingham and Earl 
Camden? Why, the answer naturaUy*is, 
that they were urged to it by the consi¬ 
deration, that the former is the brother of 
Lord Grenville. And, after having so 
recently seen this, does the Editor ol the 
Morning Chronicle believ?, that the people 
are to be persSaded, that l/ie^ would have* 
gatlicef any thing by tlie placing of your 
lordship and Lord Grenville in power? If 
he does btli*eve this, all 4 can say is, that 
he is the most deluded even of the deluded 
politicians of the day. The people do not 
stir a tongue for your party. All the ef¬ 
forts that have been made; all the intrigues 
to gain oves a popular orator in tlie City of 
Loiidon, and, through his means, the 
Livery; all,the baits thrown out toliliii; 
all the lures spread abroad at second-hand ; 
all these efforts, however successful upon a 
lew individuals, have produced no effect 
upon the Ljvery at large; and, as youf 
lordship must liave perceived, it has*l)een 
impossible for any tricks of <?on'(S:jvances,to 
make either the Livery or the Cumiiion 
Council Diwallow a resolution expressing a 
Aesire lo see your parly ,in place. Your 
parly are,-*however„ungc*ateful if they sup¬ 
pose that their blandishnieiifs jwve not 
been repaid ; for, 1 can assure them, that 
starcely any pain? have been spared to 
wheedle the Citizens into a umU Jor Uf.e 
Whig ministry. Btit, yQur party are de¬ 
ceived as t« ihj e^ci^nl of the influence ol* 
those on whom tjiose blaadishmcnts have 
been bestojved. The LNcry ^e not. now 
to be made tools in the hands of any man, 
or knot oii men;,and your party maj be 
assured, thafthey will nevSr have the sup¬ 
port of this body of men upon any ground 
short of a jtledge, distinctly given, for a 
Parliamentary Reform. The Livery of 
London are, in this reap^et, a specimen of 
the nation. You no where hejr a tongue 
in motion in vour bchilL The people fq^l 
great dislres^, the/ feel that a Change 
essential almost to their very existence; 
bill not a man opens his bps to call for a 
change in favour of your parly .. 


Your party, ray lord, affect not to per* 
ceive the real cause of tin's, and, pe|haps» 
they do not perceive it. The weakness of 
our nature leads us to disguise from our¬ 
selves that which is .wounding to*our self- 
love ; andj I dare say, that the runners 
of your party are just as faithful in their 
reports of the* public sentiment as are the 
understrappers of a minister or tlie aid-de- 
camps of a king, who, in the arts of ffat- 
twy, are inlinitel^ superior to Valels-de- 
chambre and Lady’s maids, thougli gene¬ 
rally inferior to them in every thing else. 
Thus deceived, thus swttllen with self-con¬ 
ceit, .your party liave long been in the 
liabit of accusing die peq^ilc of apalhy, of 
insensihilily, of beastly slupidily. My 
Lord, my Lo,rd 1 you did not perceive aiiy 
•groofs of this apathy,* this want of feeling, 
of this stupidity, when the nevs^ sprcufl of 
Perceval’s death. The people were ajive 
enough then, in the twinkling of an eye.i 
They coifkl then he heard. They were, 
not then backward in expressing their sen-, 
timents. They needed nobody to calf them 
together. Tliey called themselves toge¬ 
ther ; and, let what will be said of it by 
some persons, they have made themselves 
heard. They do not stir for your party, 
because they can see no hope of any good 
ffom that party, while they well know, 
that, at every change of ministry, after the 
tfid fashion, new burdens are imposed upon 
tlie public; they know that they them- 
seKxs Jiave had to pay for^fR tlie squab- 
,bliugs aCAi all the compromises. 

( Before tl^e people will stir to cause one 
party to be turned but and another •fiiit in 
their vilace, they must be convinced, that 
they shall be bettered by the change; and, 
to convince ihelb of this they must see some 
difl'erence, at least, in the conduct of the 
two parties,, in matters of greaP national 
imjiortance, in measures touching Uieir 
Ubvly^ t»r their properly, or botL As, 
yet, itYny fecollectiorrterves me well, tliey 
have s*een no such differerice. When Lord 
Folkestone brought forward his motion, on 
the 28th of March,* 1811, on the subject 
oj' the Et Oflicio Informations by Sir 
.Vicary Gibbs, prefaced by an admirable 
and ever-to-b^-vemembered speech on the 
conduct of that man in the prosecutions for 
state libel, was there one, of your party 
who opeu^ hjs lips? Not one of those 
who are considered as looktng towards 
•office, except Sir joiiN Newport and 
Samuel RomiCly. Mr. Porisoiiby, Mr. 
Tierney, all those who were looked upon 
'..s speaking ^fie sense of the part^ either 
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[epl awajf or voted against Ike ntolion; so 
that, ^ipon a division, tlilrfe Vere 38 for 
the motion arid 121 against it; though, 
upon the questions of a place-seeking na- 
turf, your party could muster about 200. 
What, then, were tke people io thlnjc? 
Why, my lord, I will ifell ^ou wljat they 
ought to think, what they did think, and 
what thdy said too; and that whs, that 
your parly took care not to bestow a mark 
of their disapprobation en the Ex-Officfo 
work, being aware that they naight resort 
to it themselves. There was no other in¬ 
terpretation lo giv^ to their cbnd^cl; and, 
of course, this was the interpretation that 
it received. Is i^, therefore, any wonder,' 
thjtt your party is not liked by the people ? 
When Lord Holland’s motion,, on the same 
subject, was discussed in the House of' 
Lords, on "the 4th of March, 1811, there 
were but 12 Lords to vote with him out of 
the more than a hundred that have fre¬ 
quently voted with the party. Not a word, 
my lord, yo'J or Lord Grenville utter 
upon that occasion ; and though Lord Hol¬ 
land was manfully and ably supported by 
Lords Erskine, Stanhope, and Grosvenor, 
not one of those who were looked upon as 
belonging to the party said a word. But, 
the fact of iliere being only 12 to vote with 
Lord Holland was quite sufficient; because 
it proved one of two things, either a dis¬ 
approbation of the motion, or, an indif-' 
Terence to th^ubject. 

On the divers occasions «when the sub¬ 
ject of Jl-ogging has been before parliamept, 
your parly .have either kept*aw,iy or voted 
with, tfie ministers. On the subject of 
Foreign, troops they have been siu,nt or 
have openly taken part against us. What, 
then, is there to induce us‘ to repose con¬ 
fidence in your party ? What is there, my 
^Lord, to make us wish to see your party in 
power, unless they were first to give u{i a 
pledge that they would change ^ttieir cen- 
, duct ? The bare ehlimeration of tlje sins 
of jrour party, of those things which they 
have done and ought not to have done, and 
those things which they have left undone 
and thaw they ought to have done:„ would 
be,quite enough to ensure their everlasting, 
exclusion from the confidence, and even 
from the forgfvene», of any people but this 
people of England. To suppose your party, 
therefore, likely to become‘popular with- 
oqt, a change of conduct, is to suppose the 
people likely ip become Brutp. 

It is, by some persons, imagined, that, 


mf 

the di^cUlties of tke ehufitty will force 
ygur party into place; that tilt present lii^ 
rasters will not be able to .^o on, as it il 
called; that the finaheea will be “ dt- 
‘t ranged,” and that other disasters will 
come upon ms so fa^, that, at last, the 
present men must make way for more able 
i»en; or, in the cant of the day, for a 
“ strong government.” Alas ! what are 
volts in parliament to do against the tide of 
disaster t No more than they could do 
against the tide in the Thames. And, if 
ever <we live to see the day when national 
calamities shall force this set of nieii out; 
we shall not sfee those calamities fofee foiir 
parly in. If ever that time comes, the 
nation will look fiy assistance to none of 
those whom it can fairly accuse of having 
had a hand in producing its misfortunes 
and miseries. Who it will look‘to,*’it 
would be presumption to anticipate; hut, 
we may safely assert, that it will not look 
to any of those who have constantly op¬ 
posed all reform of those* abuses, which 
will have been seen t6 have caused the evil 
to be cured. If, for instance, there be, 
at last, a notorious deficiency m the pecu¬ 
niary means of tlie country; does your 
lordship suppose, that the natii>n will look 
for lelicf to those very men, who, but 
the other day, spoke and voted against the 
reduction of the Marquis of Buckingham 
and Earl Camden’s sinemres. and who 
voted away .£50,000. and £’3,000. a year to 
this family of thaf very man, whom they had, 
■a thousand times, represented as the most 
■mischievous of ministers? Dues your 
lordship suppose,> that, in an hour of dis¬ 
tress, the nation would look fo!P safety to 
such m^. ? Does yoiir lordship suppose, 
that, in a moment of peril and of general 
alarm, the nation, Such* a nation as this, 
will seek safety in the counsels of such 
men? If you de, all* that I can sa^ is, 
^hat your opinion and 111100 are as wide as 
the poles asundet. 

That youf lordship may nowrlend your 
powerful aid in giving the people that re- 
fornc, without which all other measures will 
finally^prove fruitless, is the earnest Vvisb Of 

Vour lordship’s most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

J . WM. COBBETT. 

' ' ' ‘ .. . 

iiSlate. fHse*:f JVewj^lif ■ 

Wednest^f I7lh fune^-iSU, 
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JUNE 20,1 to Jligiiat 'ilte, 


TO THE 


PRINCE REGENT, 


On the Dispute with 
States. 


the American 


Letter V. 


Sir, 

Since 

writing 

Jlogging 


I was imprisoned in this jail ior 
and publishing an article on the 
of English Local Mililiamen, at 
the town of Ely, and on the employing of 
Qerimn Eroops upon tiiat occasion, I Ij^ive 
presumed to do myself the lipnour to ad¬ 
dress five Letters to your Royal Highness, 
relative to the dispute between this country 
and the United Stales of America. In the 
first three of these Letters, which were 
published in August and September last,^ ^ 
I «xe«ted my humble endeavours to draw 
the attention of your Royal Highness to the 
nature of Aiat dispute > to caution you 
against the danger of suffering your minis¬ 
ters to urge us on to a war wiili America ; 
to give you a true account of tlie feelings of 
the people of America upon the subject; 
and to prevail on you to cause the Orders in 
Council lo be rescinded. I had, nine months 
before the ^date of these Letters, exhorted 
your ministers to adopt tliis measure, giv¬ 
ing them what I deemed sufficient reasons 
for believing, that tliey vvpuld be compelled 
to adopt it at last; or, that they would have 
to justify tfiemselves for plunging the»coun- 
try into a war with Amenk:*. • 

What has now taken place in the House, 
of Commons, in that same House widely 
. have, for so long a tinie,^supported the mi¬ 
nisters intheir adherence to tlie Orders in 
Council, can hard]y fail to htfve^jiwakened 
in the mind of your Royal Highness a re¬ 
collection of thesemy efforts, which, to the 
misfortune of the country, jppear to have 
been despised by* your late minister and 
his colleagM^s.^ Njw, howtjver, those great 
teachers, experience au4 adversity, seem 
to have ^omman^ed atccntioii; and,incon¬ 
sequence of a motion of Mr. Brougham, at 
the close.of an investigation brought forward 

, • 1 _VT. l_ f_ 


tion, made on the ISth iostaht, the iniiiistiy 
appear to have yielded rather than nut the 
question to the vote, and t* have'a^eed, 
that the Orders in Council,, as far as ob¬ 
jected to by America^ should be atinullfd. 

^Here, then, Sir, is an occasion for you to 
pause and to reflect. And, the first thing 
to ask is, whaft new grounds present them¬ 
selves for the annulling of these Orders. 
There are none. They stand upon pre¬ 
cisely the same footing that they have stood 
on ever since the month of November, 1810,* 
when your ministers were, by the Ameri¬ 
can government, called upon to annul them 
in imitation of the revocation of the decrees 
f of Berlin and MiAan. ^backed the appli¬ 
cation of the American minister; I told 
your ministe,rs that the sooner they repealed 
the Orders the better; 1 foresaw' that war 
must, at last, be the consequence of their 
persisting in a refusal; I urged them'to do 
what they ought to do of their own accord, 
and not to wait till they should be com¬ 
pelled to do it. But, Sir, your minister, 
that minister for w'hose public services we, 
the people of England, are now^ to pay 
<i 50,000 down and 3,000 per annum ; 
that minister, 


'by tlfat Gentleman, and cnnducted by. him 
to the close, with spirit, perseverance, and 
ability which do Him infinite bonodr, andf 
which have received, as they merit, ftiat 
highest of honours,* tl^ t^nks and applause 
of all the sensible and public-spirited part 
•f the nation; in CoBsequencepf thi8|no- 


• Vol. XX. pp. 257 , 389,'aiid 321. They have 
been collected and repnbliilied in a panphlet by 
■ome Gentlemen in the City of London. 


to whose memory we are 
now In erect a monuhunl ; that minister 
persisted in his refusal, and tauntingly set 
l^merica at defiance ; the best, and, indeed, 
the only excuse, for which, is, to suppose 
him profoundly ignorant of the temper and 
the means of America, and of the interests 
of England ia respect to 4(Br transatlantic 
connexions. 

Amerii^a, \vhosc government is very pro¬ 
perly obliged to consult the \^ish(!s of the 
peop|e at large, was slow in her movements 
towards ineasurfs of hostility. LiTce a truly 
wise man, tlft President nut only used all 
the means in his power to avoid the extre¬ 
mity of war; but he also took care to prov« 
to the world that he had done so. At last, 
liowe^er, the CoBgress began to make pye- 
parationsTor war, beginning with fully ex¬ 
plaining to the people the grounds of iheif 
so doing. From one step they proceeded 
lo another, and, ‘at every step, their pro¬ 
ceedings became more and mure a subject 
of mockery with all those who, in Eng¬ 
land, take to .themselves the exclusive ap¬ 
pellation of loyal men and friends of go- 
verhment. 

It was in.this stage of the occurrences, 
on the 1st of February last*, just after the 
arrival of the Report of the CommiRSe of 
Foreign Reliftions to the Lower House of 
Congress, that I thought it my duty to ad¬ 
dress a foii^th Letter to your Rdyal High* 
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lies'!, tlie chief object which was to ex¬ 
hort you not to believe the representations 
of iJi4 hired ^jress, which was hard at 
work to inculcate a belief, that the Report 
in question, and that all the warlike steps 
taken by the ConijreSs, were tuerc empty 
noise; mere boasiiiio; and bullying; that 
all would end in smoke, and that our tni- 
nisteis tijight adiieie to liieir Ofders in 
Council with perlecl safety. I occupied no 
less than lour pages in in^’ earnest endea¬ 
vours to impress u|ion the mind of your 
Royal l iighiiess a clisiiust of tJiis hired, tliis 
base, this piosiiuitttri pt^ss, wjiicb, while it 
was vilifying tlie President and"*the .Con¬ 
gress, while it was calliiy' them tools in the* 
hands of France,* was telling the people of 
Englaiiil, that a war with America would 
be ielt by them no inoje “ thaln a war with 
“ the rocks of Scilly.” Many were th^ 
prints that laboured to these ends ; but the 
prim, pre-cinincut in this as in almost 
every otlier imposition on the public, was 
the Timcs, the prostituted columns of 
wliich'has, within these two years, done 
England more mischief than those of all the 
other pfints imt together. 

What will be said by these prints, now 
that they see the Orders in Council an¬ 
nulled even heioie America has struck a 
blow, is more a matter of curiosity than of 
concern; hut, it must, with your Royal 
Highness, be a subject of deep sorrow and! 
inortilication to see your ministers now low¬ 
ering their taking a cowering.attituds, 
without any new reason being alforded in 
the conduct ol either France or Ameriifa, 


the beginning. I am warranted in assert¬ 
ing this, because I foresaw and foretold 
j^t, so long ago as the month of January 
last, it became so evident to me, that I 
could not refrain from reiterating a positive 
Assurance t^iat it would and must be the 
case. At the lime, to which I here refer, 
);our minister, that minister to whose me¬ 
mory we are now to erect a monument, 
told the House of Commons, that America 
vyould be totally ruined if she persisted in 
her measures against England, and he, with 
a SDi;t of supercilious benignity, observed, 
that he did not wish to see her “ destroyed." 
I saw her affairs in a very different light, 
and, at that very moment, told the public,^ 
tliat what is now come to pass would come 
to pass. My words of the 18th of January 
avere these: “ The Americans said, that 
“ the Orders ought to be repealed, ai,d tre 
“ refused to repeal them; and they now 
“ say, that we shall repeal them, or that 
“ we shall have them amongst our enemies. 
“ Now, then, shall we repeal them, or 
“ shall we not? Shall we, after all, give 
“way? Shall we, after all our vaunts 
“ and all our threats, yield at the name of 
“war? Shall we, who can conquer 30 
“ millions of people in five d^ys, retract 
“ our determinations at the menace of 8 
“millions? And, shall wc do it, too, in 
“ consequence of a Manifesto, in which, 
“ according to the interpretation of the 
“ Times News-paper, our court is called a 
''corrupted court? Shall vve yield, at 
last, upon terms like these? My opinion 
“ is, that we shall. Aye, hard as the 


and before--the ink is hardFy dry of that thing may be to get down, my opinion 

DEOLAR.VTION, wherein you were ad- “ is, that we shall swallow it. 

vised to*proclaiai to the whole world^ that “ • i . 


you would^no/ annul the Orders in Conn 
cil, till France had, by a distinct and .so- 
..Jeinn act,, made an unqualified rerdcnlion 
of her decrees. France, so far from doing 
this, has, in the most , distinct cnann^-, 
proefeimed the coptfary; and* yet^ our 
• Orders are, or are to be, annulled “After 
all the bold talk of your ministers; after all 
the pledges if petsevtrance that they have 
put in your Wutli: after all rheir con- 
temi>tuou> defiaice of America, here we 
are doing the very act which vve might have 
done nearly two years ago, and might thereby 
have prevented much of the misery, and all 
the melancholy ctiKsequences of that misery, 
in the centrakcounties of Enj^aud I 

T.4at wc should be fofced to adopt this 
measure, or to sustain a war with America, 
might have been foreseen, and ought (o 
have beer, fwreseen, by your usiiaister$ from' 


The wisc-acres of the hired 
“ press say, that the Orders will be re- 
“ pealed, wlien Napoleon revokes the De- 
“ crees “ with the same Jormaliiy that he 
employed infiromulgpiiing them." Here 
“(they foolishly^ make new disgrace for 
“ theinselves ; for die will, I dare say, do 
“ no such thing. The Americans sa;^, 
“ that he has revoked them to their satis- 
“ faction. They will not'caii^poti him to 
“ issue any proclamations or edicts. They 
“ are* perfectly satisfied with what he has 
“^loue; and, therefore, this new pretension 
“ is a very foolish thing; it is keeping just 
“ the ends ojthe horns projecting. ~ When 
‘‘ the w^s^ men werp at it, they would have 
‘l^done vifall to draw them in out of sight. 
‘ For, draw them in they must, or there is 
" a war xtilh America." . . 
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“ . . . . By and by. I shall offer #as rising in price, has, in the end, pro- 

*‘tfn observation or two upon the reasons duced all the*scertts of misen"? all thh acts 
“ the Americans have for going lo wary ana* of violence, and the meiancunly fate of so 
upon the probable consequences of such many of oflr countrymen. Ther^ can, I« 

“ wnr, if it should take place. At prej think, be no doubt, that the perseverance in 
“ sent, I shall as to this point, only repeat the. Orders* in Council, and certain other 
my opinion, that it will lake place, unless parts of our paaritinie system connecledi 
“ the Orders in Council be repealed : and with them, have been the chief cause of all 
“ also my opinion, lhat these Orders will these calamities ; and, when we behold the 
be repealed; and, that, too^ without any sufferings of the people, as proved before 
“ of the saving conditions, oT which the the House of Commons; when w'e sec the • 

“ half-horned Courier is so silly as to talk, soldiers stationed to protect the Judges in 
“ It will mortify some people, but il^vlll the courts of justice; vvlien we see the sol- 
“ be done. It will make those Jacobins diers employea (as is stated in tlte public 
“and Levellers in America laugh, and prints') lo guard the Sheriff and his officers 
“ Mr. Madison more, perhaps, than any m the performancf of thoir awful duty of 
“ body else; but / say, it will be done, executing the men at Chester; when v»e 
“ Buonaparte will laugh too; but it will be are now told of 38 men being just commit- 
“ done; and, perhaps, the least mortifying' ^ed in a body to Lancaliter jail, out of which 
“ tirctftistancc will not be, that it is whal B persons have just been taken to be hanged, 
f recommendedfjleen months ago. How amongst which eight, one is stated to have 
“ much better would it Iftive been, IF IT been a woman, “ Hannah Smith, for com- , 
“HAD BEEN DONE ‘THEA'! How highway robbery, by STEAL- 

“ ranch better in every respect; and espe- “ ING POTATOES at Bank Top, in the 
“ cially how much 5e//cr for, our character! “ town of Manchester:” when we behold 
“However, better late than never ; only all these things. Sir, and scores of •others 
“ when it is done, 1 hope it will be done that might be added lo the list, and when 
“ With as good a grace as possible, and we reflect, that they might all have been 
“ that after<^hat, the venal prints in Lon- prevented if my advice had been followed a 
“ don will never more foretel the downfal y^o.r and a half ago; when we thus reflect, 

“ iWr. illruiwn, and wijl see the folly of a®d when we see that we have to pay 
“ venting their spleen in words, against f 50,000 down and ot’3,000 to the family, 

“ those wlip are beyond our reach^ of sud have further to be taxed to pay for a 
“ showing the teeth where one cannot monumenl in honour, of thcjpinister who 
“ bite.” • • • , rejected this adtice, what must be the feel- 

These passages, Sir, were published on "ingfi of the people ! 
the lath »f January last; so that, it would * Even in December last, wheia lli^ Cor- 
5eein, that, though shut up in one of “ His porationof theCily of London, upon thetno- 
“ Majestyis Jails,” .Iknew what was doing tion ol|Mr. Alderman Wooo, praytd your 
in the world better* than “ His Majesty’s Royal Higlmes.^ fo take measures for “ rc- 
“ Ministers” did. “How much better opening the usual channels of intercourse 
“ would it have bSen, if it had been done with, njeiitral nations if, ev^n then, 
IhenJ’ These were my‘words fure the Orders in Council hail been annulled, 
months ago. Sir; add, therefore, they ap-^ th^ greater part qj' the calamities above 
ply with the ijiore* force now. “ How* melltioaefi /rfight have been prevented, 
“much better wiould it have been, if it But, ygur ministers, with the late Mr. Per- . 

“ had bee® done Men.'”* HowmucRhet- ceval at their head, advised your Royal 
ter would it have been, if my opinion had Highne.<s to reject diis part ofi; the prayer 
been acted»upon;,if ray advice, so urgently of the City of London, aud io tell them, 
and so’respectfuUy tendered to your Royal that “ nothing should be waniin^on your 
Highness, had been followed '. What na- •“ part lo contribute towards the re.sioratiou 
tional shame, what humiliation, what mv “ of commercial* intercourse between this 
scry, what melancholy scenes, would have ‘^country and other nations to the footing * 
been avoided! Thpresan^ 1 tbink, be no “ on which it had been usmally conduct^ 
doubt in the mind of your Royal Highness, “ even in the midst of war.’\ This, Sir, 
lhat the troubles whicn w'C have vjknessnd was only re()eaiing what your ministers had 
in the manufacturing counties, have arisen before said; byt, Sir, you have not been 
chiefly from the want of employment able to do this. You have not been able to 
amongst the manufacturers, whicn, k>wer- tcKike the Emppror ol t ranee rela^ in the 
itig the wages at the same time that com smallest degwe. His continental system 




remain!) in full vigour; and so it will rfe- 
idain^ even after our Orders shall havfe 
been completely done away. What, then, 
Si^ are.we fo think of the minister, who 
advised you to give 9uch an answer to the 
City of London ? What arc we to think ef a 
monument to the memory of,that minister? 

There^is yet one (mint, and it is a point 
of great interest; upon which 1 am anxious 
to address your Royal Highness; and llmt 
is, the effect which the annulling of our 
Orders will produce in America. It has 
been said by the i\ired*writers (who detest 
thcAmericans only because they »re free); it 
bas been said by these prostituted pTsrsonj 
ages and their like elsewhere, that America 
will now demand other points to be con¬ 
ceded to her. I had the honour to state tq 
your Ro}'^ Highness, in my Fourth Let- 
ter,w that America had TWO subjects of 
complaint against us, upon both of which 
she must be satisfied, if we ineapt to have 
peace with her: namely, T'he Orders iii 
Countilf and 7 he Jrnj)ressment of American 
Seamen. The nature, the extent, and the 
grounds of the latter complaint was, in the 
Letter here referred to, fully stated ; and I 
then took, occasion to endeavour to convince 
your Royal Highness, that this was what 
stuck closest to the hearts of the people of 
America ; and, in America, Sir, the fetfi- 
iiigs of the people are consulted, as they 
ought to be, 'upon all occasions. ‘ 

If we lotV hack to the Report of^the 
Committee of Congress, of November last,+ 
we shall find, that the heaviest of its'de- 
ntincirtioiR is levelled ogaifist uur impress¬ 
ment of their seamen. After stating their 
■grievances as growing out of the 0{ders in 
Council, _ they proceed Ttg. the subject of 
impressment, and say : “ Your Committee 
“ are lyit, however, of that sftet whose 
worship is at the shrine of' a calculating 
“ avarice. And wliilecve are layjng before 
“ you the just complaints of bvr nS^frcliants 
against tiie plunder of their ships and 
cargoes, we cannot refrain from present- 
ing to the justice and humanity of our 
“ country the unhappy ease of otur impress- 
“ ed se&iien. ARhmigh the groam of lb€sc 
“ victims of batbarity for the loss of (what 
“ should be. dearer to iKe Americans ilj^n 
“life) THEIR LIRERTY; although the 
cries of ihefr wives lud children in the 
privation of prote<a»ri parents, have, 
“‘Of late, been drowned in the louder cla- 
“ raoiirs at the loss of property : yet is the 
“ practice of forcing our mariners iniotlie 
“ BriKsh navy, in vioiatiM rights 

-__ _I f \ - —___ 

* Present Voliniie, page 199. 
t Present Vul. No. Vll. p. 30?, * ‘ 


“of our flag:, tarried on with unabated 
rigour and severity. If it be oUr dutf to 
** encourage the fair and legitimate com- 
“ merce of this country by protecting the 
fc* property of the merchant, then indeed, 

“ as mheh as lift and liberty are more 
“ estimable than ships and goods, so muck 
more impressive is the duty to shield the 
“ persons of our seamen, whose hard and 
“ honest syyices ’arc employed, equally 
“ with those of the merchants, in advanc- 
“Jng, under the mantle of its laws, the 
“ iifterest^ of their country.” These were 
the sentiments, expressed in that Report, 
which determined on war; and, your 
Royal Highness may be assured, that up to 
these sentiments they are prepared to act. 

It was from this conviction, that, in the 
Vth Letter, addressed to your Royal High¬ 
ness,» I said : “ If I were asked what 
“ ought to be done to prevent war with 
“ America, I should say, certainly, first 
“ repeal the Orders in XIouncil; but, I 
“ am far from supposiug, that that mea- 
“ sure alone would be sufficient. Indeed, 

“ it seems to me, that the Jntpressinenl of 
“ American seamen must be'" abandoifcd; 

“ and to this I would add a declaration, 

“ that England would not irtierfere in the 
“ affairs of Spanish South America. I * 

• Present Vol. No, VII. p. 193. 

+ lyie following Bill, which, in all proba¬ 
bility, ha§, long ago become a law in 
' America, w'ill show in what light the 
Americans view the subject of our Im¬ 
pressment of their Seamen. ' 

A Fill for the'^.Proleclion, Recovery, and 
Itidcginifcalion of American ^Seamen. 

The Preamble states, that His Britannic 
Majesty has caused to <be impressed out of 
t^e ships of the United States, sailing on 
the high seas, pndeit the American flag, 
divers liege citizens qf said St^es, and hath 
compelled them to serve on board the ships 
of war of Great Britain, and to fight against 
the United Stales, and that numbers' of 

th^n are yet detained.-It,is therefore 

enacted, that from and art*'4he 4tri day of 
June next, any person or persons who shall 
.impress any native *keaman of the United 
States, sailing on thjp high seas, or in any 
port, river, ht^ep, "basin, or bay, under 
preteqee or colour of a commission from 
riny ^reign powers shall, for every such 
,offeacef be adjudged, a pirate apd felon, 
and on conviction, suffer death.; and the 
trial .itP such case shall be had where the 
•offimder is aipprehended or may be firit 
brought.——That it shall be lawful for 




n^i Sfe'f AlW '^'niesitiy iKis Hd- BKinh fti‘rlt)}rr£d,’ as 'IB^^y td tfr<! 

VSc% 1to i^it tSeadvic^'o^ iiiipr^ied AiUcrilian seimen iit thtf 
tiiosSj #hd would fain Make yoii believe,* sfessibn of Great Britain, and b^ a cartel tior 
that vWt bUght to persist M thesfe impri^s- exchange the same.——Tliat thePresid^, 
Bients. I iBiplore your Rc^al Highness to* whenever sufficient testimony shall be pro- 
r^ect mi the manifolii miseries tnat may diii^cd that the commander of any public 
arise from this cause; and, to be pleased armed vessel gf any foreign nation shall 
to bear in thind, that to yield hereafter,* have taken or impressed from on l^iard any 
to yield upon force Or menace, will bedis- ship or other vessel of the United States, 


grace ; whereas to yield now, jvould indi¬ 
cate a sentiiueht of justice. How many 
nations have, froth ffie indulgence of t|je 
pride and obstinacy of tlieir T‘alers, bben, 
at last, humbled in the dust 1 But this 
will never, I trust, be the lot oY England 
ond^r the sway of your Royal Highness. 
That notliing may be wanting on my part 
to prevent your^oyal Highness from being 
deceived into the adoption of injurious mea¬ 
sures wTth regard to the question of Im¬ 
pressment, Ijvill, in ray next, endeavour 
tolay Iferore you a true ancf clear statement 
oT the case, and will humbly offer you my 
opinion as to what ought to be done by our 
government with respect to it. And I re¬ 
main, in the meanwhile, &c. See. See. 

W<«. COBBETT. 
Stale Piison. ^efvgale^ 

‘Thursday, l^thJune, 1812. 

any seaman, sailing under the flag of the 
United States, on any person or persons at-' 
tempting to impress him, to repel by ftfree; 
and if any person so aiteraptBig Po impress 
said seaman shall be killed, maimed, or 
wounded,, sirch seaman, on the general 
Vsue, may give the special matter in evi¬ 
dence, whjfh is liergby declared a perfect 
justification.-^—-7'hat on inforniatiftri being 
given to the President of the United States 
proving satisfactorily to him, that-any citi¬ 
zen of the Uuited States shall have begn | 
impressed, and shall be .yet detained, or 
shall hereafter Ijp impressed^ to cause the* 
most rigorous retaliation on.any of the sub¬ 
jects of said Goveninient\aken»on thebigh 
seas, or within the British territories, whom 
he is hcreb)' authorized to cause to be taken 
and seiVed for‘that purpose, any treaty" to 

the contrary notwithstanding. --yhat 

any seaman, heretofore or hereafter im* 
pressed, may attachw,in the hands of any 
British subject, or. in .tW hands of any 
debtor of any British subject, a-sum equil 
to thirty dollars per month for the.whole 
time he shall have been detained on boaitk 

my British vessel or vessels.-That the 

President of the United States ttfey* cap¬ 
ture, by way of reprisal, as many British 
subjects, on the high seas or*within the 


While at any port or place not within the 
jurisd'iiftion of such foreign nation, or while • 
on IMf passage to or from any port or place, 
aby seaman, mariner, qy other person not 
being in the military service of aa enemy 
Sudli foreign nation, may prohibit by 
pfodamatrofi, ever]? persob residing within 
rhe United States br its territory, flrom af- 
^ fording aid, siccour or provisions, of what- 
’ever kind, to such dVi|) or vessel; and any 
pilot or other person, residing Within’the 
United States, who shall, after such pro¬ 
hibition shall have been made known, and 
before the same shall be revoked, afrord 
aid, succour, or provisions, as afortSaid, 
to such ship or vessel, and be thereof con¬ 
victed, shall be sentenced to be imptisoned 
not exceeding one year, and fined not ex¬ 
ceeding one thousand dollars.——ThSi 
from and after the 4lh of June next, when¬ 
ever full and sufficient testimony shall b® 
ptoduced, that the commanders of public 
armed vessels of any foreign nation, havt 
itnpressed or taken from on board any ship 
or ^vessel within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, *or while on her passage td 
•or from any port or jdace, any seaman, 
^nariner, of ofltcr .person, the* President 
may prohibit, by proclaniatioil, the land¬ 
ing frojjii on board any ship or otiicv vessel 
of the foreign ration (whose compiander at 
commanders have offended as aforesaid) 
any good*, ware, or mcrchandifc wiihih 
any of the pons of the United States or thC 
territories of the United States.——The 
above pin was read first time by a ma¬ 
jority «f 53 to 28. On its third reading, * 
I it was re-committed to a Committee of iht 
whole. * . 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Eaton.—PXine’s Ace oir RXXlMli. 
——In my last, at page 7*53, I notified", 
that 1 would cause;ro be publijbed, at tky 
own expense, whatever might be Wriitto 
to Me by my pttstor, the Rector of Botley, 
in answer to Paine’s Tliird Part of the 
A<ge of Reasov, provided that It ^id not 
exceed in bnlll twice that of the work to be 
aaswgfed ; - and, iti case that ^epileuian, 
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from indisposition or ^ny other cause, 
shoulij decline the raviiatiod, I notified 
that I would’do the same with regard to 
an answer by any other Clergyman of the 
Chtirch qf £ngland. • Now, I beg leave to 
amend this last part ol my offer ;‘and to(;pn- 
fine it to BENEFICED CJergymen; be¬ 
cause my notion is this; that we Church¬ 
men hav? a RIGHT to call upon bur Cler- 
gy for the answer in question; but that, as 
this right arises wholly out of the circutii- 
stance of our paying them such immense 
sums of money annually, we have no such 
right in the case of gentlenfen^Vvho have 
taken Orders and have not obtained any 
benefice. This 4>stinctkjn appearing to ml 
to be founded in justice, 1 have lost no 
time in making it. I shall hereafter have 
to return to the subject; and will only adjP 
an expression- of my hope to be soon fa¬ 
voured with the wished-for answer, as 1 
am well informed, that, in spite of those 
fences of the law,” of which Lord Ellen- 
buroKgh is, in the report, stated to have 
spoken in his charge ; in spite of all “ those 
“ fences with which, the law has surround* 
“ ed our religion,” the book of Paine is 
making great progress. The price of it, 
which, before the trial, was 3s. is now bs. 
at which, it is said to be bought with great 
eagerness. Therefore, I trust, that oter 
Clergy will come forth. They must now 
see, that the law has done its best; and, if 
they do not ^me forth, it will, I must con¬ 
fess, not be very easy to me to account*for 

their conduct.-In my last, I said, that,* 

while^the,Jury (the ^reckl Jury, whost 
names I will publish another time) were 
consulting about their verdict, the .^torney 
General moved the Judge not to suffer Mr. 
Eaton to* leave the court. ‘ This, I am as¬ 
sured, was a mistake of the reporter of the 
trial. A. gentleman, who was present in 
court, has assured me, ^hat this was notjhe 
nau^re of the motion of the‘.^tthoiey'Ge- 
neral, who did not't&ove for the presenting 
of Mr. Eaton from leaving the court; but 
for the preventing of some copies of Mr. 
jyiine's hook from leaving the court. The 
fact appears to have been this; ]^r. Eaten 
had brought into court 12 copies of the 
work, for having published which he was 
prosecuted, ‘with a design to give dhe 
to each juror. «When, therefore, ihe'jurors 
were about to retire, he 'got up, and held 
Uie copies “forward towards them; and, 
thereupon it was, I uhdeptand, that the 
Attorney General, or his aid, Mr. Garrow, 
moved, the Judge to prevent those copies 
from being taken out of the court.•—^Tbus, 
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every circumstance shows of what import¬ 
ance this work was thought by these gtjat 
Aw characters; and, therefore, as the work 
is got abroad, and cannot now be stopped 
in its progress, or in the progress of its ef¬ 
fect, and which effec(, the Attorney Gene¬ 
ral said, must be “ DREADFUL IN 
THE EXTREME,” I do hope that the 
world will have a complete answer to it 
from a clergyman of the Church of Eng¬ 
land. One" Teels a little for the honour of 
one’s Church upon an occasion like this. 
Sdme persons, indeed, may suppose, that 
she should have come forward and defeated 
this work without the assistance of the Law ; 
but, at any rate, we may, I trust, rely upon 

her doing it novj|. 

.' Since writing the above, 

‘ I have received a letter from the Rector of 
Botley, who, I have the saiisfactiow-io siy, 
has authorized me to state, that “ he pro- 
“ raises to give the public, thfough the ine- 
“ dium 1 have offered, a sufficient antidote 
“ to the deadly poison, whose pernicious 
“ effects I have shewn mystlf so anxious 
“ to have counteracted.” It would seem, 
however, from another passage of his letter, 
that he supposes this “ medium" to be the 
Folilicai Register. That is iiQl, the one in¬ 
tended. I propose making the promised 
publication in the form of A PAMPHLET, 
and that for tHree reasons; frsl, because 
‘the performance would necessarily exceed 
the limits of the Register, aud must be 
greatly injurdd*in its effect by being sent 
forth in small divisions; second, because it 
would be in a form different fr-im that of 
the work to which it would he an answer, 
and, of course, dbuld .not be bo^nd up and 
preserved along with, it; and, third, be¬ 
cause, as the great law characters would 

E rosecute me for publishing Mr. Paine’s 
puk in the Register, it would be cowardly, 
inconsistent, and, stupid to publish an an¬ 
swer to it in the Regirier;, it would be dis¬ 
cussion all on one side, {o which I am, and 
always shall be, ^ hope, a mortal enemy. 

-For these reasons my intention, add, 

inched, my resolution, i|, to cause the an¬ 
swer to be published in a pamphlef of the 
octayo form; and, that the Antidote may 
fome as closely as possible on the heels of 
the Poison, I further, intend, that the for¬ 
mer shall issulv fcom the very same shop 
that the latter has issued from. In short, 
b inteody tb:;t the- aihswer shall be sold by 
Mr. Eaton, at his shop in Ave Maria Lane, 
Ludgate Hill, by which means Mr. Eaton 
himsolf^will be.made instruthental in the 
answering, of what he has been pilloried 
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and imprison^ for publishing.' That he 
be quite ready to do this 1 cannot 
doubt; for, otherwise, he would*be unwoA 
thy of the character of an assertor of the 
Liberty of the Press; and this is the iking 
that / am contending for. Mr. JEaton calls 
his shop, “ The Magazine for fruth and 
** Good Sense;" and abetter title he could 
not have chosen. To know what is true 
and'whatJa/se, we must use our reason; 
we must inquire and discufs; and, of 
course, we must hear BOTH SIDES. 
From this Magazine of Truth and Cobd 
Sense I shall, therefore, cause the answer 
of the Rector of Bolley to issue; and I will 
nut fail to have it printed in a manner com¬ 
mensurate with the respect naturally duo 
to its author. As a furthei'inducement for 
him to render lift answer complete, I pledge' 
m/selC-io cause copies of it to be sent to the 
United Stales of America, ■ where Mr. 
Paineis boolf has been ‘published these 
three years past; and, I undertake to do 
generally, every thing in my power to cir¬ 
culate it,; that is to say, as far as it is likely 
that the work ofiMr. Paine has extended. 

I shall nowjquit the subject for the present, 
with a promise to inform my readers of the 
progress of^the answer from the moment 
, that it shall come into my hands. 

Wm. cobbett. 

SUde Prison, Newgale, 

Friday, VMhJune, 181?. 

HIGH TREASON TRIALS. 

(donliuued from page 640. y 

* 

The m-*rder of a single individual is 
a most heinous offance; but hoA much 
more aggravated an one is it to aid and 
assist the enemy 'in their efforts to de¬ 
stroy a whole people. You have by ymir 
c6nduct tempted thi enftmy to use, with 
aggravated *evejfity,» *my of< your coun¬ 
trymen who may jbe so uafortunate as to 
fall into tb^ir power, by Shewing them that 
there are even English seamen so base as to 
be induced, by tlie hardship of impri«on- 
ment, lo quit* the’service of their countky, 
and enter into that of an enemy. It .now 
only remains for me'to pass upon you th# 
sentence of the iaw,.g duty painful indeed, 
and one which, after haviijg; passed so great 
a portion of my professional life without 
having been called to exercise, 1 had hoped 
it should also have passed through'it with, 
out the necessity arising’ which should call 
for the performance of it.. That Sentence, 
however, is—“That yqube taken to the 


plilce from whence you came, and from 
thence fseverally),drawn on a burdJe^o the 
place of execution, there to 4)e hanged by 
the neck, not till you are deadf but to be cut 
down, and whilst yei alive, your bosHls 
taken out, •your heads cut off, your bodies 
cut into quarters, and those quarters to be 
at the disposal the King —and the Lord 
have mercy on your souls !!! • 


MINISTERIAL NEGOCIATIONS. 

DoCUUENJS l^UBUStlEll, RELATING TO TUt 
LATE NeGOCIATIONS FOR MAKING A NEW 

, Ministry. ^ 

Statement of Lord Wetlesiey , relative to his 
Resignation ^ring the life of Mr. PercevaC. 

•. Lord Wellesley expressed his intention 
to resign, because his general opmioiM,,for 
a long time past, on various important 
questions, had not sufficient weight to jus- 
I tify him ‘towards the public, or towards 
bis own character, in continuing in office ; 

1 and because he had no hope of obtaining 
from the Cabinet (as then constituted) a 
greater portion of attention than he had al¬ 
ready experienced.—Lord Wellesley’s ob¬ 
jections to remaining in the Cabinet arose, 
in a great degree, from the narrow and 
imperfect scale on whidh the efforts in the 
Peninsula were conducted. It w'as always 
stated to him by Mr. Perceval, that it ims 
impracticable to enlarge that system. The 
Cabinet followed Mr. Perceval implicitly. 
•Lord Wellesley thought that it was perfecl- 
*ly practicahle 4.0 extend the plan Jii the 
Peninsula; and that it was neitlier saf< nor 
honest towards this country or the allies, to 
continile the present contracted scheme. 
No hope existed of converting Mi”. Perceval 
or any. qf his colleagues : no alternative, 
therefore, remained for Lord Wellesley but 
to {esign, or to subrpit to be the instrument 
' of a sy.&^m which he never advised, and 
whieff^e could not aj^prove.—Lord Wel¬ 
lesley had repeatedly, with great reluc¬ 
tance, yielded his opinions to the Cabinet 
on many other important points. He was 
sincerely convinced by experience, that in 
#very such ins^nce he had submitted .to 
opinions more incorrect than his own; and 
ll4d sacrificed to the object of' accommoda¬ 
tion and temporary harmony, more than he 
could justify in point of strict public duty. 
In fact, he was convinced by expeiieucf, 
that the Cabinet n'eitlier possessed ability 
nor knowledge to devise a good plan, nor 
tiiiiiper and discernment to adopt what he 
now thought secessary, unless Mr, Perceval 



tbouid conaw with Lord Welleatey. To 
Ifr. Perceval’s }udgme|t ot attaiaments! 
j^rd WeneslS)r (under thesain^expepience) 
could not pay any deference, Without ii^uiy 
to«he public servict^—^With these views 
and sentiments, on the [iSth] t}f Janujiry, 
Lord Wellesley merely desired permission 
to withdraw from the Gabidct; not requir¬ 
ing any change in his own situshion, and 
imploring no other favour than the facility 
of resignation. This plain request was iSo- 
t<6ed to the Prince Regent and to Mr. Per¬ 
ceval as nearly as possible at the same mo¬ 
ment of time; widi the expres^on of Lord 
Wellesley’s wish, that ihe precise rime of 
his resignation {pight accommodated tb 
the pleasure of his Royal Highness, and to 
the convenience of Mr. Perc^al, as soon as 
the restrictions should expire.—The PrinfS' 
Regent received this notilmation with many 
gracious expressions of regret; and Mr. 
Perceval, in wrllingy used expressions of 
regret, and also of thanks for the manner in 
whiej^ Lord Wellesley had signified his 
wish to resign.—Mr. Perceval, without any 
communication to Lord Wellesley, instantly 
attempted to induce the Prince Regent to 
remove him before the expiration of the re¬ 
strictions; and repeatedly urged the at¬ 
tempt with great earnestness; severally 
proposing Lord Moira, Lord Castlereagii, 
and Lord Sidmoutb, or some of his party, 
to sujjersede. Lord Wellesley without an 
hour of delay, Mr. Perceval never gave 
any intimation to Lord Wellesley of tYiese 
proceedings, nor £ven of his wish fur Lord 
We'Uesley^s immediate retirement.—The 
Prince Regent still pressing Lord Wellesley 
to retain the seals, be submitted, to his 
Royal Highness’s commands; declaring at 
the same*time, lus anxious desire to be li¬ 
berated, as soon as his RoyalHighness 
should ^tablishhis government.—When it 
appeared, at the expiation of his resp-ic- 
tioqs, that the Prince Regent ifttended to' 
continue Mr. Perceval’s govenimenjt. Lord 
Wdlesley again tendered the seal's to bis 
Royal Highness with increased eaiviestness. 
On that occasion, being informed that his 
Royal Highness was still at liberty, and 
vyas resolved to form his Cabinet according 
to his Royal Highness’s* own views, and 
being conumnded to state his opinions''oa 
■the subject, Lord W’ellesley declar^, that 
in his judgment the Cabinet ought to be 
formed,^rst, on an intermediary principle 
respecting the Romah Qatholic claims, 
equally exempt from the extremes of in¬ 
stant, ^unqualified coiicessipn, and of pe¬ 
remptory, eternal exclusion f and 


oa an undemUmdidg that thawar i|timld be 
conducted with adequate vigaqr; l^ml 
^dlesley«md, that he.personally was ready 
to serve with Mr. Perceval on such a batfii; 
that he hever again would serve un4er'h/R. 
Verceval in any circunistances. He* said, 
that he would serve under Lord Moira, dr 
-Lord Holland, on the proposed principles; 
but that be desired.no office, and .entertained 
no other wish than to be insttritmenfal ih 
forming stitb an Admimsti^ation for the 
Prince Regent, as should be consistent with 
his Royal Highness’s honour, conciliatory 
towanls Ireland, and equal to the conduct 
of the war on a scale of sufficient extent. 
He made no exception to any Prime Mi¬ 
nister but Mr. Perceval, whom he consi¬ 
dered to be incompetent to fill that office, 
althougli sufficiently qualiiied for inferior 
stations. He offered to act under «iy other 
person approved by his Royal Highness; 
but he staled, that his own views rendered 
him much more anxious to resign instantly. 
—The Prince Regent commanded Lord 
Wellesley to continue, until his Royal 
Highness should have communicated with 
Mr, Perceval through the Lord Chancellor. 
Lord Wellesley stated, that such a comtnii- 
nication must prove useless, but submitted 
to his Royal Highness’s earnest desire. In < 
two days afterwards, Lord Wellesley re¬ 
ceived, through the Lord Chancellor, the 
Prince Regent’s acceptance of his resigna- 
tiorij and accordingly delivered the seals to 
ly’s RoyalTl ijhbess on the 19th of February, 
1812 . 


JV^ole from Mr. Canning to Lord Welleslfy^ 
enclosing ihe'Minale taken in Lord Li' 
verjmfil’s prtseuceyMaij 17, 1812. 

My dear Wellesley, J enclose the Minute 
which r have taken in Lord Liverpool’s 
iJTesence of the proj)osal which he was 
charged to convey to me.—S:c. 

*GE(SaGE*CANNING. 

J^.S. I shall (Cturn i written answer to 
Lord Liverpool to-morrow. ‘ 

. . ‘’■ 

Mmule of Conversation between ilifr. Can* 
ning and Lord Liverpool, deded 17th 
May, 18)2, 

Lord Liverpool stated to me, that he was 
commanded by his Royal Highness the 
Priucff Regent to make me the following 
comnupiication .'-^-That upon the melan- 
ycholy event of Mr. Perceval’s death, his 
Royal Highness being desirous of continu¬ 
ing diiS Admisiatration upon its present 
basis, was desirous also of strengthening 
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it as much as possible, by associating to it 
sud jwrspns in public life as agreed most 
mafly and generally in the principles upoia, 
which public affairs had been conducted;— 
Tliat with this yiew his Royal Highness 
naturally looked to Lord Wellesjiey and to* 
me ;—That he (Lord Lfiverpool) was autho* 
riaed to express the disposition of all his, 
colleagues to act with Lord Wellesley and 
me, under an arrangement which might be 
at once consistent with their Iwvn honour 
and duty, and honourable and satisfactory 
to us;—That with respect to Loid Casjlo* 
reagh, it was fair that it should be distinct¬ 
ly understood, that the situation in which 
he stands both in this Government, and in 
the House of Commons, was to be preserv¬ 
ed to him;—That with respect to ofheial 
arrangementsj ke (Lord L.) would not 
have beQji the bearer of any proposition to 
me, but oi»e which was understood as com- 
prisiug.niy friends. In answer to a ques¬ 
tion put by me, Lord L. stated, that his 
colleagues were desirous, that he should be 
appointed to tiie office of First Lord of the 
Treasury; and that this desire was known 
to the Prince Regent, when H.R. H. com¬ 
manded Lora Liverpool to undertake this 
communication.—Lord Liverpool added, 
Jthat he was r'^ady to answer any other in¬ 
quiry that I might wish to make; or to 
clear up any thing that he thighi have im¬ 
perfectly explained. 1 said, that I thought 
It better to receive his communication /ust 
us he gave it to me; and to 'defep making 
any remark, or giving any answer what' 
ever, until 1 should have communicated it 
to iny friends ; Lord Liverpool himself un¬ 
dertaking to see Lord We'llesley.—I would 
only, therefore, ask, V^hether I v^as lo con¬ 
sider the opinion and policy of the Govern¬ 
ment as remaining •altogether unchanged 
upon' the question relating to the Laws af-„ 
fecting the Roman Getholics?—Lord Li¬ 
verpool answered, th|t his o\vn opinions 
upon this subject remained unchanged; 
and that he was not aware sthat dtdsc ol Jiis 
colleagues hid undergone any change.—I 
then wrote t{iis Minute in Lord Liverpool’s 
presence« whiclt^'h^ read ovrr, and sug^ 
gested such corrections as appeared to him 
neeessary for making it^erfectly accurate. 

Ceokce Canning. 

• • 

Minute of Conversation between Lord Wel- 
leslejf and Lord Liver/iool, 17Ik May,; 
1S12. ’ 

Lord Liverpool came to me immediately 
after his visit to Mr. Canning, and remained 
with me for about half an hour. Soon after 


lawtf Liverpool’s departare, I received the 
annexed paper fryn Mr. Cannti^.—^Lord 
Liverpool's conversation witlf me wal sub¬ 
stantially the same as that ’which is de¬ 
scribed to have pass^ with Mr. CfanniAg, 
Kny^ difference which appeared, arose ne¬ 
cessarily from my questions and observa¬ 
tions, which ^ere made without know¬ 
ledge of what passed between Loiti Liver¬ 
pool and Mr. Canning. After receiving 
Lord Liverpool’s verbal communication, ^ 
nearly in the terms stated by Mr. Canning, 

I inquired (1st), wh^t was to be the policy 
of the GmerHinent w'ifli relation to the 
RomauCatholics?—To this question Lord 
lfiverpool returned elie saqje answer stated 
I in Mr. Canning’s paper to have been re¬ 
turned to a similar question. 2dly, 1 ob- 
«rved to Lord Liverpool, that he was ap¬ 
prized of my opinion, that our'effbrts.in 
the Peninsula had been conducted on an in¬ 
adequate and imperfect scale, which could 
uot be expected to accomplish the ultimate 
objects of the war in that quarter. That 1 
had for a long time considered an extension 
of our system in the Peninsula to bejndis- 
pensibly necessary, and easily practicable: 
that I was aware of the impropriety (in 
my present situation) of urging any detailed 
questions to Lord Liverpool on this point; 
bm, that 1 mentioned it now, because it 
must form a principal consideration in my 
•aqswer to the proposition whicli he had 

brought to me.-Lord Liverpool said, 

that*he did not* agree in m/ opinion re¬ 
specting the scale of the efforts which we 
Itfd bitherto piade iu the Peninsqla, which 
he thought as great as it had been possible 
to make; that there never had b^/i any 
limit tumour exertions iu that quarter, but 
what arose out of the question of practica¬ 
bility (that^ is, the means of increasing and 
supplying our armies), aud that lie had 
nevey heard any specific plan, by which 
thosennearjs might have been carried fur¬ 
ther, tlibugh* the subj^t bad been often 
most anxiously considered in my presence: 
that circumstances had occurred since my 
resignation, which dfd not then exist, and 
into the particulars of which ii wc^pld not 
bq proper for him to enter at this time, 
which might enable Govermnent to extend, 
to ?certain degree, the military operation! 
in the Veuinsula, and the sy,steni of him- ■ 
self and his colleagues would be, as he 
contended they always had been, to maj^e^ 
the greatest efforts iti the cause of the Pe¬ 
ninsula, which tfie resources of the country 

render^ possible.-3dly, I inquired 

whether all th<)* general constituent parts 
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of the present Cabinet \«ere to remain? never had attempted to press that jtoint, 
jje informed me that tlj^ were in general beyond the honour and feelings of Mr. 
to rdbain. |lie believed it was known to ,d*ercevai’» Administration. 1 stated, 5hat 
me, that soiri« of the Members of the Ca- I could not consider any Administration to 
bi«et h'iid been lone desirous of retiring, be constituted on a fou:idation of justice 
and would be ready, therefore, now to 'towards individual talents and services, or 
afford facilities to Aiy new arrangenient. towards tlie intere^s of the country, in 

-In answer to a question put by me .which Mr. Canning should not hold a high 

respecting Lord Sidmouth and hist friends, efficient station. But 1 added, that Mr. 

he said they were to remain.-4thly, 1 Canning was under no engagement tome, 

stated to Lord Liverpool, that I mdde>no which could'preclude his acceptance of any 
inquiry respecting the proposed distribu- Office which might be offered to him; 
tion and allocation of ^offices; because that th^, on the other hand, Mr. Canning 
circumstance wuuki not constitute the basis would certainly make the same declaration 
of my decision iijion the proposifioq which with regard to my perfect freedom. Lord 
he had broughMo rne^f——Lord Liverpovl Liverpool said, that he had pursued this 
observed, that the distribution of offices course of communication, being convinced, 
was a matter open to future adjustment, to that under tire pt%sent circumstances, I 
be regulated lor the honour of all parties, would not accept Office, enless a fair pro- 

-6tlily, When Lord Liverpool infornfed posal was made to Mr. Canning,: I.de- 

jtie, that Ihe leading in the House of Com- dared to Lord Liverpool, that he was 
tnons was to be preserved to l^vd Castle- correct in this.view of my*sentim,ents to- 
reagli, 1 remarked, that in any situation wards Mr. Canning; repeating, however, 
whicli I might ever hold in any Admiiiis- that Mr. Canning and I were perfectly free 
tration, I should feel great obligation to* to act as each might think fit, and that our 
any Iv^ember of the Government who would agreement in many great public principles, 
undertake that charge, which was called could not affect questions of^mere official 

the leading in the House of Parliament in arrangement.-8thly, I expressed tny 

which I sat, although 1 was fully aware, wish to receive this communication in 
of the great importance which that charge writing; to answer it in wriTing; and also^ 
necessarily conveyed to the person who |x- to submit my sentiments upon the whole 
ereised it, and of the great influence which transaction in‘an audience of the Prince 

it must give to him in the general Adnai-. Regent.-Lord Liverpool informed me, 

iiistration and Patronage ol the Govern- that Mr. Canning would transmit to me a 

ment.-Gfiily, I desir^ to know, whe- copy of»th«^ Minute of Lord Liverpool’s 

liter all those persons now designated b,y conversation taken in his presence, and 
the name of the “ Oppojition,” were ^ Lord Liverpool desired me to consider.that 
be ekcluSed from tht proposed sclieme of Paper as the written communication which 

Administration?-Lord Liverpool an- I wished to deceive. I agreed to Lord 

sweretl, that no principle of exclufsion was Liverpool's proposaPon this p^int.—I then 
intended; but that he wis not authorized informed Lord Liverpool, tiiat I would 
to make any proposal, to any persons, of return my answer in writing to that Paper, 
the description, which I had hibiitioned. Whatever .might be the tenor of my an- 
——7thly, Considering the course, which Swer, with regard t« the great public con- 
Lord Liverpool had \>bser\ed, ,in nt^ing siderations,,on which it must be founded, 
this'comraunicatioii, 1 asked Iuub, whe- I expressed rajy hope, tlftit Cord Liverpool 
ther he applied to me by cominaitd ol the wopld be assured of tey sincere personal 
Prince Regent, as a part ol Mr. panning’s respect ancl esteem. I now transmit this 
suite ?—I reminded Lord Liverpool ol the! Minute to Lord Liverpool, requesting him 
constai];t and unabated exertions whiejt I to* insert any s:orrectiori svhi^h ne may think 
had made to open eveiy avenue for the requisite. 

•_ _r _Li!- r 


return of Mr. Canning, to the public ser¬ 
vice, remarking at the same time, tli«t 1 


I. Wellesley. 
{To be conlinued .) 
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SUMMARY OF PO£friCS. 

Salisbury Diocese Address. —In tjiis 
season of conciliation; at this time, ^'hen 
even the Pittites are shewing, that they 
have been made to have some feeling 
for the miseries of the people, and have 
demonstrated that they Ijnd conciliation, 
necessary ; a^ such a time, one would, 
haw ejected from the Clergy, from the 
ininisteT^ of “ peace on earth and good will 
“ towards m|n from them, at any rate, 
one would have expected conciliatory lan¬ 
guage. 1 am sorry to say, that, as far as 
my observation has extended, this expecta¬ 
tion has not been realized by the fact. I 
have in no one instance, seen their Ad¬ 
dresses bredthe a spirit of forgiveness and 
of tiolherly love; but, on the contrary, 
they have, ii^gcneral, appeared to me to be 
* calculated to f^au the flames of discontent, 
and to add to the very evils which they af¬ 
fect to deplore. Amongst the addresses of 
the Clergy tltere is, however, one tha^ ap¬ 
pears to me to call for niore^narticular ani- 
uiadvcrsiuii: 1 allude to that ot the^‘ 

“ JJean and Chapter of Ike Cathedral 
“ Church,* Archdeacons and Clergy, of the 
t‘ Diocese of Salisbury^” * w'hich has, I 
perceive, l«en published in thg news-pa¬ 
pers bejore being pKsenled to Ihe^egenl, 
and which, therefore, stands more in 
need of being noficed in the -way in 

which I propose to notice ir.-Tl* 

Address, as published in the Reading Mer¬ 
cury of the 45tlhiinstant, was* as follows: 

■-“ I'o His Royal Highness the. /h iitce 

“ Regent.-f-Wc, the B^hop^ Dean ‘and 
“ Chapter of the Cathedral Church, Arch- 
“ deacons and C^prgy of the Diocer.esof 
“ Sulisllury, beg leave to cdrivey to your 
“ Royal Highness the strongest assuraijces 
“ of our attachment % your Person and. 
“ Family, and of oiy; sincere condolence 
“ on the recent Ass^jssiiratiiJn of the Right 
“ Honourable Spencer Rerceval, .which, at 
a most critica/juncturt.oi publioaJFairSf 
“ has deprived your Royal Highness of an, 
“ upright Minister, and the Country of 
“ one of its brightest examples oj* publ^f 


^*,and private virtue. —Whilst, however, 
« we cannot express, in adequate tei ms of 
horror and indignation, our sense of this 
" foul and atrocious murder, we derive a 
melancholy satisfaction from reflecting, 
that it has been )j|[oved to be the solitary 
“ act of an individual. Unconnected with 
“ any sanguinary system of insui reclion, 
w'liich woufd not o^ily have endangered 
the peace and happiness of tlii^kingdam, 
but have cast an indelible slain on bur 
“ National Character.— As Ministers of 
“ Religion, we should be culpably remiss, 
“ in the discharge of our Professional Du- 
“ ties, if we did not strenuously bxeit 
“ ourselves to. counteract the mischievous 
“ designs of those, who have converted the 
“ pressure of scarcity, and the suspension 
“ of commerce, into the means of slimulal- 
“ ing the manufacturing classes, in some 
“ districts, to acts of violence and outrage, 
“*nol only reproachful to good Government, 
“ but disgraceful to humanity itself ,—In 
“ contemplating, not without serious ap- 
“ prehension, the dangers Mvtli which we 
are menaced,* whether they arise from 
the gigantic power of our foreign enemy, 
or from life sferei machinationroj dames- 
“ tic traitors, we rest, with humble confi- 
“ deuce, on the Supreme Disposer* of all 
“ events, our ItpjJcs of ultimate security; 
“ and we firmly trust, that, under*his cou- 
“ tinued protection, your Royal Highness’s 
Councils w'ill be characterized by that 
“ energy and decisiqii, which are best cal- 
“ culalyi^o^Hay internal turbulence; and 
“ by a steady perseverance in those raea- 
“ sures of vigour and enterprise, by 
“ which* alone this arduous contest, Ibr 
“ the rights and independence of our 
“ touniry, can be brought to an honour- 

able and successful lerminalion.” -- 

One of‘the ingredients in every address, 
apS hicp'e especially in an addre.ss from sucli 
a source, ought to be truth; •and, I should ’ 
be glad to know upon what lliesj reverend 
gentlemen IouikI their assertion, that M*.. 
Perceval was ap '■'•'upright minister, and 
“ one of the brightest examples of public and 
'•^private vittuef Hue is a distinct as- 
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scrtion ; and 1 should be gl^ to know upon 
wbat they found it. It is^ot enough to 
say, that he was this fls far as they knew. 

'jTo justify tbom in their assertion, they 
must b«f able m prove' the affirmation ol 
the proposition, whicTi they have not done, 
at any rate, and which no one of them will, 

I imagine, be able to do. •Nay, I do not 
believe, ehat any one of them will atlempl 
to do it.-But, if none of these Gentle¬ 

men had ever heard of any act of their pa- 
’ negyrized object; if they had never heard 
of any act of his that forbade them to make 
such an assertion a»this respecting^his cha¬ 
racter, that assertion would, 1 mus{ con-, 
less, be exposed to le^ objection. This,, 
however, is hafdly po.ssible. We have 
here a Bishop, a I)can and Chapter, and 
the Clergy of a Djpcese, and, we can-* 
not suppose that all of them, or, indeed, 
that any of them, can be igtiorant of 
the charge, the {)Iain, the speciRc, charge 
which Mr. Madocks preferred against Mr. 
Perceval on the ever-memorable llth of 
May* 1809, upon the anniversary of which 
the latter was killed. • That charge was in 

these ‘words:-“ I affirm, then, that 

“ Mr. Dick purchased a seal in the House 
“ of Commons for Iht borough of Cashel, 

“ through the agency of the Honourable 
“ Henry Wellesley, who acted for, and on 
“ behalf of, the TREASURY; that, upon 
a recent question of the last importance, 

“ when Mr. Dick had determined to vole 
“ according <« his conscience, the noble 
“ Lord, Casllereagh, did ihtimate to that 
“ gentleman the necessity of eiUiet* his 
“ voting with tlu governmtnl,' or resigning 
“ his seat in Ihat House; and tliat Mr. 
“ Dick, sooner than vote against principle, 
“ did n^tke choice of the kilter ah nnative, 
“ and vacate his scat accordingly. To 
“ this .transaction 1 CHARGE THE 
“RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLE- 
“ HAN, MR. PERGEVAL, AS BE<ING^ 
“ PRIVY AND H;AVING GCfN;^jVED 
“ AT IT. This I will engage to,proveby 
“ witness at your bar, if the House will 
“ give me leave to call ihem.’' 7 ^—'Now, 
in answer to this charge, what did Mr. 
Perceval say? Did he deny its truth ? No. 
•Then what is the charge? It is that .of 
having, as Chancellor or the Exchequer^ as 
a minister and as privy counsellor, and as. a 
member of the House of Commons, con 
nived at .a transaction embracing bribery 
•and perjury, and an,attempt to induce a 
man to violate, upon a solemn occasion, the 
obligations of his conscience. This act 
having been cnde&veured. to* be palihtted 
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by some persons in the HousCi and especi¬ 
ally by Lord Milton, Mr. Ponsonby, Mr. 
liierney, agd Mr. Canning, the Speaiftr 
took occasion to say, that he had recently 
heard attempts to justify tliat, at the very 
sound of which our ancestors would have 

startled with indignatibn.-Such was the 

.);harge, which, as I said before, was not 
denied. Mr. Perceval was present when 
the charge was made; it was made to*his 
face; and, he had had due notice of the 
time when it was to be made. And, what 
did he say in answer? Why, he threw 
out insinuations against Mr. Madocks with 
regard to his motives for bringing forward 
the charge; he railed against the parlia- 
,mentary reformers; he advised the House 


INQUIRE INTO THE 
but, he did not deny the 


NOT TO 
CHARGE 

truth of the charge. To avoid the possi¬ 
bility of a charge of misrepresentation, I 
will here insert that part of his speech 
which related to his answer to the cliarge, 
“ The House had seeii private confi- 


“ dence abused, they had heard of letters 
“ being seized in the unsuspecting rao- 
“ incuts of social intercourse, and had 
“ known serious charges to be groutided 
“ upon the public disclosure of those very 
“ letters [hear, hear !J, and ?1iey had seen 
“ those who thought it necessary to resort to ’ 
“ such means, not to confirm, but to institute 
“ a charge against one who ranks high in the 
“ esteem and veneration of die people of 
“ this cqunfry,; whether at such a time it 
would be wise to warrant such species of 
“ charges as merely introductory to the 
“ agitation of the great questibn of RE- 
“ FORM, he ly/t-it to the House to detei - 
“ mine ; hut as far as he might.' be allowed 
“ n» judge, he rathe? thonglit it would be 
“ more consistent wiiji what was due from 
“ him (u the House and to the public, if he, 
^ FOR THE PRESENT, declined pulling 
“ in the plea (he coiild so conscientiously 
“ put in), dnlil that Heuse ^hadcome to a 
“ delerminatidn on the' propriety of enler- 
“ laining that charge or not (hear, hear4) 
“ protesting at the same time against any 
*p^lke slightest inference qf kti guilt from 
“ his deferring such a plea till after that 

“ decision. -THEN would he come be- 

fore them prepared, and, indeed (what 
he was not yet) in a maimer authorized 
“ to n^eet that charge; and explain, as hie 
trusted he conl^do, every particular r«- 
- “ lati|fg to the ttansactioii umn which the 
** charge had been grounded ; and he did 
** not despair of t]iat explanation proving 
i* tktilfdctory to the House, and vindicatory 
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’ “ of his own honour. Before the House prisoned six months,'and sentenced to paf 

** had come to a decision, he should not a fine of a hundred pounds to the king, 
“•hold it wise in any public ijpan to cnl^r But, when this‘accuser hinuelf came to be 
“ into an explanation of the circumstances accused, he did not then tamj}{ public jus~ 
“upon the one side or the other. He lice calling for punishmoAt: on’the goii- 
“ should say no more, bul make his bow io trary, he .contented himself with insinua* 

“ Chair, as wase usual in*such cases, tiOns against the motives of his accuser, 

“ and leave it with the House to determine and lie took slielter under his parliamentary 

“as they in their judgment might think majority.-Besides this affair of the seat- 

“ proper.—The Right Hon. Gentleman selling, have the Bishop and Clergy of the 
“ then made his obeisance to/he Speaker, Qiocese of Salisbury forgotten, that Mr. 

“ and retired .VMIDST THE GENERAL Perceval was the author of a Book?" 

“ CHEERS OF THE HOUSE.”-Xes, Have they forgotten, that he was the legal 

the House cheered him ; he was cheertd by adviser of tltp Priiicesi Regent; and have 
the Hopourable House, but not by the peo- they so soon forgotten his conduct to¬ 
pic of England, whose ideas'on the subject .ward's her? Was the Princess deserving 
differed a little from those of that Honour- of any blame? ff so, ite uttered a false- 

able Body.-Now, do/he Bishop and hood. Was she deserving of no blame? 'If 

Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral Churcli,, so, he abandbned her, and that, too, at a 
ofvSalisbiiry see any thing here to warrant time when he became the minister of the 
tfieir a^ertion? In short, do they see, in Prince. His friends and eulogists taay 
this special .pleading, this shuffling, this choose here; but, let them clioose as they 
evasive, this miserable answer to a will, the^^ will, 1 fancy, find it difficult to 
charge of so serious a nature ; do they see make their choice tally with the assertion 
in this any symptoms of that “ UP- of the Clergy of the Diocese of Salisbury, 

“RIGHTNESS” and that “BRIGHT -We now come to the second proposi- 

“ PUBLIC VIRTUE,” of which they tion of this Address, worthy of'notice, 
positively Sssert Mr. Perceval to have been namely, that the act of killing Mr. Perce- 
the possessor? We here see him accused val was the solitary act of an individual, 
of conuiviiflt at pne of the most wicked unconnected with any sanguinary system of 
and most detestable transactions of which insurrection. This is true; but, how does 
it is possible to form an idea. As a mem- fl.agree with svhat follows ; that is to say, 
her of the House of Commons, his oath as that there are persons in the country who 
well as his well-known moral duty fo^f bade *have sUmulaled certain inaitufacluring 
him toconniveat suchatraijsjiftion: and, as classes to acts of violence and outrage, 
a privy counsellor, he was, if possible, still This is an e\*act imitation of one part (and 
more strictly bound not to permit such a ' certainly not the least odious part) of the 
tiling to be done with his knowledge, hav-' conduct of* Mr. Perceval himselfj, who, 

• ing, in tliai capacity, soleyiinly sworn, “ to upon all occasions when tfie 'riots were a 
“ advise far the king's honour, and good of\ subject of discussion, threw out hi»accusa- 
“/Ac people, wkhbnl partial ity^'llixoiigh lions, ^ with an‘unsparing hand, against 
“ aflection, love, meed, doubt, or dread; those who stimulated the maniifactureis to 
“ to avoid corruption, kc. kc, ;' to with- riot, di* his speech upon the introduction 

' “ stand all persons who would attempt the of the Bill for making it death to take or 

“ contrary: and, to observe, keep, anc^ administer unlawful oaths, he said, that 
“ do all tlfat » godd and true counsellor “ the jribst, attive leaders in the riots were 
“ ought to do to his sovereign lord.” This “known to be persons who were not in • 
was what, as a privy Counsellor, hi had “ want of any of the means of life, but 
sworn. Whether he had kept to his oath “ vvho'employed tfie general opinion of 
the reader vvilf bP as well able to judge as “ distress to their own advantage, to create 
the Clergy of the Diocese oPSalisbury, who ** and foment disturbances, wftich there 
have asserted him tp have been an “ up- •“ wasjitlle or no cause." The Clergy of 
right minister ana a Arig/d example of the Diocese of S^lisbu^y are mere imitators, 

“ public virlue."-~,^'When' he himself .therefore, in tliis respect. Tfiey have their 
was Attorney Genexal.-he^rosecuted Phil- idea from the man whom ffley extol; hut; 
lip Hamlin, a tinman of Plymouth, for neither he nor* they have ever.pointed out 
having offered Lord 'Sidniouih lyaney Ibr by name or otherwise a'ny of these slinmla- 
the purchase of a place. He then called for tors. They talk about persons who stimu- 
punishmml, in iht mtat of public justice; late to riou but they name them not ; 
.and the poor foolish man*was actfiaMjr f/n- nor, indCed,, have they it ii/ thcii 

2D y 
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power to do 5o» ^ As to Pcrcevdlj 

who never, upon any occasion that I re¬ 
collect ever uttered a sentlfiient of respect, 
of good-will, dt of compassion, for any part 
of ^he (Kople ;>^ut, who always appeared 
to me to consider theta as destitute of all 
feeling and of all titje to regard ; that die 
should impute the riots to seditious men is 
not woiic^rful; but, I think, tliat w^ may 
be allowed to express our Surprise and our 
deep regret (not to name any stronger feel- 
ing), at hearing similar sentiments from a 
Bishop and his Clergy. From them, in 
whose character lUficy' and chafihj might 
be expected to form distinguished traits, 
we, surely, might have been excuse'd for^ 
expecting to hcaf the vfants of the people, 
tJie severe pressure of scarcity, the loud 
cries of hunger, stated as <huviug some 
.share, at {^ast, in llih acts of violence and 
outrage to which they allude. Not so, 
however; and, in their next paragraph, 
they push ou their accusations,^ hut still 
iorhear to let drop one expression of pity. 
'I'licydieie assert, lliat we are menaced with 
dangers from llie secret niachinalions oj 
“ domestic Irailors.” ■ And, upon what 
ground do they make tliis assertion!? Wliich 
of them knows of any tlomcstic traitor? If 
they do know of such, they are guilty of 
inisjirision of treason in not laying regular 
iiilorinatioii against llieiii; and, it they (h 
not know of such, they have conceived, 
written, and isroinulgatcd, that, of the 
truth of vvhi(;}j they had no knowledge; 
and, which, indeed, they iiad no riglit to 
asseit. They have herein published that' 
vvlncli„is wijurious to the diaraeter and to . 
the.cause of the country; for, what man, | 
who really loves the country, can like the 
idea of its containing traitor^ at woi;'.: in its 
bijsuin; and, surely, intelligence more 
pleasing could not be conveyed fo the fo¬ 
reign enemy, who, now that h.e has the 
assurance under the iiapds ut a Bishop vnd 
the Clergy of a Diocese, will liat^ly stru- 
, pic to believe, titat Eiiglaiul abuuhds in 
“ domestic traitors.” -Perhaps, how¬ 

ever, these reverend ('.enticineii may have 
borrowed their notions of a trailor.from a 
passage (ill Judge Grose’s speech when Ik 
passed sentence upon me, and when he tolcf 
me, that my olTence “ bordered vetr/ closely 
“ high' treason,” and, of course, 1 
had a narrow le.scapc of being liauged and 
of having my bowels rippgd out before I 
vvasi dead, and ilieii having my body chap¬ 
ped into (jnarters and pfaced at the disposal- 
pi Ilia Majesty. If, indeed, the reverend 
(jieiiiieiijcu lave formed them iiutions upon 
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this standard, they may,, perhaps, have 
discovered numerous traitors in the king*. 
djm; for, certainly, what I was punished 
for was meft piping compared to what has 
since been said by Sir Francis Burdett and 

S 4 )ine others--The truth, however, is, 

that these reverend gentlemen, know of no 
^aitors; they do not even know of any se- 
Oitious persons ; their accusations against 
their countrymen are the effect, not of their 
knowledge gs their reason, but of their 
passions; of their fear, and of the anger 
wliich is the child of that fear. They see 
the cimntry in great peril; they see the go¬ 
vernment embarrassed ; they se6 a storm 
rising; they, are Idled with terror, and, 
not perceiving, or not being willing to 
Jierceive, that jhese isyinptoms of danger 
are the natural consequeiic^>f that system 
'of sway which they have been supporting, 
through thick and thin, for the lasTtwenty 
years, they hill on upon thejppponents of 
that system, wliom they call traitors, or 
any thing else that happens to come upper¬ 
most in their minds.-For ultimate se¬ 

curity against the machinations of these 
traitors, the reverend Gentlemen, tell the 
Prince Regent, that “ they resrwith hum- 
“ ble conlidence on tlie Supreme Dispok-r 
“ of events ;” wliich would ha*c been very 
well and quite in character; but they "o 
on to tell His Royal Highness, that the 
best way, in their opinion, “ to allay in- 
“ teriial disturbance” is lor «liim to use 
“ decision.” They rest with 

humble cohridencc on the Supreme Disposer 
of events, but how? How do they rest 
upon him? Why, they “ firn.ly trust, 
“ that, under hi.s proleclion,” the Prince 
will employ “ EN*£RGcYandDIJ^'ISlON 
as the bLst means ui allaying internal dis¬ 
turbance. , That is to say, they rely upon 
God for disjwsing the hearts of the Prince 
ai^ his advisers to put an end to the inter¬ 
nal troubles by,“ ENERGY and DE- 
CISION,”- wliich, w^en '«o applied 
leave no doubt a-s to the maniag of the ad- 
dres.sers. No man will be at,,a lo.ss to 
know what it is they mean by ENERGY 
aud^DEGlblON. No man widl need a 
lexicon to assist him here.'—;—But, Re¬ 
verend father in Cud, and you very reverend 
fllergy of the Cathedral Church and Dio¬ 
cese of Salisbury, sujfer me, who am of 
your church, ti.represent to you, that it 
would hav,e seemed to me more in cbarac- 
t<{f if you had recQiSmiended to your Sove- 
J^ign th^ use of persuasion and conciliation 
instead ol the use of energy and decision-, 
and tlut<it does appear to me very strange, 
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that, ibroug** whole of your address 
thtre does not fall from you a jingle wor,(] 
expressive of aiiy, even the smallest, de¬ 
gree of compassion for the'sufierings of the 
people, by the sweat of whose brow yon 
are all supported in ense, and ^>me of you 
in the means of luxury and splendour. Yet^ 
reverend Sirs, did the situation of the 
]>eop 1 e in the manufacturing districts call 
for your commiseration. Mr. Perceval 
told us, that there was lillle or no distress; 
but, the witnesses, examined by the Hoijse 
of Commons, have told a different sfoiy. 
They haV€ proved that the people in va¬ 
rious parts of the country are*in a starving 
condition; that, at best, the food of many 
of them has been, for a long while, nothing* 
hut oatmeal water, and that they have 
nolta belly lull of that; that potatoes are 
too deafUor the poor creatures to purchase; 
that instance# have occurred where they 
have fiterally died/or wan/And, in the 
midst of all this do your Reverences see no 
room for compassion ? Do you see no room 
for proposing to your Sovereign any mea¬ 
sures but those of ENERGY and DECI¬ 
SION ? The poor suRering people ask 
for’ bread; and your Reverences recom¬ 
mend the gluing ol them ENERGY and 
* DECISION ! “*As ministeis of reU- 
gion,” you say, you should be culpably 
remiss in the discharge of your professional 
duties, if yvau did not strenuously pert 
yourselves to counteract thj^^nnschievous 
designs of those, whom you are pleased*io 
call stimulators of the people and traitors. 
To me it* appears, that, “ as ministers o\ 
•^'religion,” you were.c^led upon to ex- 
firt yoursekres in endeavoiuing #o feed the 
hungry, clothe the Staked, and t^asjuage 
the angry passions engendered by distress, 
and by the insolence ol those who’ought to 
have attended to that distress, but wko 
made it rather a subject of disbelief. “ As 
“ ministers^of leligktn,” you were called 
,upon to endeavour .to allay hiternal disturb¬ 
ance by your intercessiAs, by your^ood 
advice to the people, by your removing 
errors from the gninds ol the uninlorceed, 
and by makiVig peace between quarrelling 
neighbours. These appear to me tjt be 
your “ professional*duties” much more 
tlran it is your duty.to ur^ on your Sove¬ 
reign to measures of wlvat you call ENER¬ 
GY and DECISION. ^-If in every parish 

of the disturbed countie"? the Hector*o/' Vicar 
had been resident, and had exerteo himself 
in the ways here pointed out, it is not to 
be believed, that the disturb’incBs coqld 
ever h#Tfe attained the height at which th^y 


have arrived. And, was It hot their duty 
to be resident ? *^Vas it not their tfcty to 
act in the way here descriji^ ? And, if 
they fail to do this, for wha^oes thtf Chufch 
enjoy so igjrnense a Avenue? Since, Re * 
vefend Sirs, you hawe talked of traitors in 
the country, and have taken upon you to 
recommend to your Sovereign measures of 
ENERGY and DECISION towards the 
iiQhappy manufacturing districts, I will 
shortly take an opportunity of recommend-* 
ing to His Royal Highness and the Par¬ 
liament wjiat, I deem a just and necessary 

measure w i t h rega i d t o the C hn rch.-But, 

jiow to the close of your Address.-Hav¬ 

ing jjrovided ENEkGY 2nd DECISION 
for allaying disturbance at borne, you next 
^recommend V*IGOUR and EN I’ERPRISE 

f(»r foreign service.-Really, gentlemen, 

one would think that you had been receiltly 
reading and dwelling upon that passage ol 
the Gospel, where Christ says, that he 
came to bring a sword and not peace into 
the world. Will you never be tirSd of 
war? Do not eighteen years of blood¬ 
shed make yon hesitate as to the befielit of 
the contest? You are still for vigour and 
enterprise; that is to say, you are still for 
war; and you do not, as is usually the 
case even with the advocates of war, pro- 
pfeje j/eace as the ultimate benefit. You 
talk of an honourable and successful termi- 
natioii; but, you say nothing ol peace; the 
word peace never once d^aps Irom your 
pen, except hi* tlie sense in which a con¬ 
stable or titlungman would use it.-^j- 

•Your advice, Aipon. ibis occasi#n, js just 
such as you and your bretliren leave been 
giving from tlie year 171 ^ 2 , till tbe.])rescnt 
day. Vou w'ei^ for war twenty j’cars ago 5 
and yon are still for war. You were then 
for war. in order to resist democratical prin¬ 
ciples ; and yon ?re now for war, in order 
to get out of the scijpe with “ honour and 
“ sAccfs#’.”, •Amongst all those who cla- 
monre3 against tlie republicans ol Erance 
in 1792, and wlio applauded that Procla¬ 
mation cf the King,^ issued in May 1792, 
wliicli was the iorerunner of this long and 
rftinous and bloody contest; amongst all 
these persons, some, at least, of the Clergy 
of tlie’estabfishAl Church were the lorc- 
^ost.^ “ Verily 1 say unto ybu, they will 
“ have their reward.” This war, for 
which they weie so strenuous, Jtas swelled 
the annual interest of the national cipbt 
from 9 miilion%to 35 luillioiis; and, when 
they see the weight of taxes under wiiicl\ 
like people? a^e labouring, ihey,^ surely 
might hesitate belore they, at this day, at 
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the end of twenty years, ren^w the halloo 

-It is not easy to calculate the 

nischier that in Address like this may do. 
On the one haniL it irritates the people, it 
goaSs them almost to^nadness; while, on 
the other, it tends tt^ mislead !he Princis 
as to the real situation of th^ country. It 
was the counsels of intolerant Churchmen 
and of court Lawyers, between whoni there 
is but very little distinction; it was the 
•counsels of this description of men whicli 
brought Charles the first to the block. It 
was the Aiiorney General, Noy^ who de¬ 
vised tlie scheme of ship-money, that is to 
say, taxation wilhoul rehresm/atioh, *upon^ 
which John Hawpden made his stand, and 
which stand, though over-ruled by cor¬ 
rupt political Judges, was one of the great 
causes of v^hat followed. I.aud, the pera 
secisting and inexorable Archbishop, was, 
at the same time, as one of the Judges of 
the Star-Chamber, in conjuncpon with 
Lawyer Judges, sentencing men to be 
heavily fined, to stand in the pillory, and 
to long imprisonment in distant jails and 
solitary rooms, for what he and his asso¬ 
ciates and the Attorney (iencral called 
Libels on the Church and Slate. It was, 
in short, the counsels ol Attorney Generals, 
of Churchmen, and of Corrupt tools of 
Judges that urged the King on to an opes 
rupture with his i)eople, and that finafly 
brought him to tlie tragical end, which i» 
recorded in qyr Coniraon Prayer Book, 
and whicit ought to be aVwiruing .to all 
Churchmen iii particular as to the advJce 
that tljey efler to their Sovertign. Nov 
and. Laud .were men of ENERGY and 
DECISION ; and, in a subsequent reign, 
so was Judge jErrEHiEs* ^ut, in fteilher 
case did their energy and decision turn out 
well lor either the counsv llors or (he coun¬ 
selled. *rhe king, in tlie first case, lost 
His bead; and, in the latter casej the king 
lost his crown both for nimself and hi)?fa- 
. mily. ♦Laud expiated his crimes u|/bn tlic 
ScaiFold, to which he was brought by the 
perseverance of one of the men whom he 
had caused to be braulled as a seditious li- 
baller, ^rd his head was chopped' oil'm 
virtue of a warrant under the hand of tlit; 

king whom he had luisleik-jEFfeaiES, 

emphatically tailed “ Jwt/jgc Jefferies,” wlfb 
had, to use theicxpression ol Hume, sircw-' 
ed whole counties of England with the 
lim|)s and bodies of the people, and who 
h*ad, as a reward for his hellish cruelties, 
)jeen made Lortl High ChWelior by his 
misguided master, was, at lase^ in order 
to e$cap*e from the rage of fbe people,^in¬ 


duced to disguise himself in a sailor’s dress, 
with a view of getting out of the kingdom; 
this base fJerverter of law, this hard¬ 
hearted villain, this corrupt political Judge, 
vjas, however, though thus disguised, dis¬ 
covered by‘the people; who, much more 
merciful even to such a monster than he 
nad been to their innocent countrymen and 
countrywomen in the West of England, 
did not, as ^ merited, tear him piece¬ 
meal, but they so tossed him, kicked him, 
and cuffed him, jthat he died in a little 

time* afterwards.-Nov, the malignant 

Attorney General, the ready Ux)!^ the offi¬ 
cious slave of«the court of Charles the First, 
died, as would seem from the account of 
him, from moryficatioii and dread at the 
turn that things werd taking in favour of 
'public liberty; but, in all human proba¬ 
bility, that sort of death was prcfiPtable lo 
the one to which a few years ^f longer life 

would have brought him.-These* facts 

are all recorded in history, and the use of 
history is to teach all men, and especially 
men in authority, to avoid that which has 
been productive of mischief. This use I 
hope, and trust. His Royal Highness, the 
Prince Regent, will make of tills portion 
of our history, as applicable t«5tlie reconi- 
mendaiions contained in the Address which 
has been the subject of these remarks,— 

[ hope that he will resolutely resist all ad- 
Vice tending to urge him on Utexireiniiies 
with’ any description of the peojile; and, 
that he will con’sult his own heart, which 
will not, I am persuaded, iail to counsel 
him to adopt, wherever it be pructicabfe, 
and especially towards the unhap|)y people 
in the manulacturing districts,,measures of 
mercy, fe/iily, and conciliation. -1 can¬ 

not msmiss this article without observing, 
that I by no means wish’ll to be supposed, 
tli^t I impute sentiments like those contain¬ 
ed in the above AaldreSs, to the established 
'Clergy in general; iitr dg 1 suppose, in¬ 
deed, that all the Clergy in the Diocese of 
Salisbury approvtt of those s^itiinents; 
but, I must take the thing as I find it, title 
and^ali together; and, as I see no protest 
against it by any of the dle'rgy of tne Dio¬ 
cese,^ I have it not in my power to make 

iyiy specifioi distinctibn.-It is always 

unjust, and,iindeed, fpplish, to level one's 
censure at whole classes or descriptions of 
men; and.l should be sorry to be under- 
sipod ^s. doing thft with regard to the 
(ilergy <Jf the established Church ; but, at 
the same time, tiiey, like men of other 
classes, *01081 put up with whatever incon¬ 
venience arises to the whole class^t.;*! the 
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conduct of aof considerable portion of that 
class, upon the same principle that the 
whole inhabitants of a Hundred are made 
responsible for certain acts committed in 
that Hundred.—If, indeed, any other 
body of the Clergy were pub]kly to ex¬ 
press, in any form tffat they pleased, their 
dissent from the Address of those of th^p 
Diocese of Salisbury, a distinction would, 
at Snee, be made by .the public; but, at 
present, I am sorry to say it,* 1 can find no 
ground to warrant any such distinction. 

$ 

• 

CoNcwsioNs.-1 hardly know what 

title to give to the concessions that have 
been made by the ministers §INC£ THE 
TIEATH OF MR. PERCEVAL; but, qf 
two facts there can be luf doubt; namely, 
tl^t the concessions are very beneficial to*{ 
tM cointtri/y and that they are the conse- 
ijuence oj that man’s death; so that the re¬ 
joicings at ‘Nottingham,* Leicester, Man¬ 
chester, Leeds, Sheffield, and other places, 
upon receiving the intelligence of that 
event, had more sense in them than some 
folks were disposed to allow. Those re¬ 
joicings did not, as the Courier and Morn¬ 
ing Post and Times news-papers were 
wicked eijpugh to assert, arise from any 
thing bloody in the disposition of the people 
of England, but from a persuasion that 
Perceval was the great ’cause of the di.s- 

tresses of the country.-Mr. Peel {now 

Sir Robert! whose son is, it is said,t a Se¬ 
cretary of the Treasury} •eet « salary of 
f4,000 a year ; Mr. Peel said, in a speech, 
i« the IJouse of Commons in 1792, tha^ 
“ the Common People are BETTER 
“ JUDGES OF THINCS THAN THEY 
“ ARE ^PP0S|:D to BE^^’ and, it 
would be very hard, if, while ail rfte rest 
of the world have been improving in 
knowledge, the people of I^gland should 
have become more«igoorant than they s?ere 
twenty yjars agOg —^ 'fhe people »f 
the patriotic fowm of Nottingham knew 
very well whaf they, were _ ringipg the 
church Ifells and making bonfires for. It 
was not because they delighted in the shed¬ 
ding*^ blood;* it was qot because*they 
were become cannibals, as the infamous 
hired news-papers ^railed them ; it v»as be-’ 
cause they felt a conviction mat the event 
woukl restore sotAfitliinj^ lice comfort tc^ 
their miserable neighbourhood ; it was be¬ 
cause they saw in tniu event the cause oJ a 
change that would^escue thoua^ds and. 
teas «f thousands from misery; and, vtlio 


can say, that they were not right in their 
judgment ?—■—have not time now la 
enter into the subject of the COMCES^ 
SIGNS; but I shall do itJn^niy next. I' 
shall then state the uatgn and hxtent of 
them, and shall eoSeavour to shew what 
wi'll be their conseqiftnces. I must, how¬ 
ever, not postpone an expression of my sin¬ 
cere satisfaction at what has becti done in 
the way of concession, especially as 1 re¬ 
gard it as an earnest of the future. 

Mr. Eaton.-^Paine’s Age of Reason. 
—WIfflt I have »i«w to communicate 


undef this head gives me singular monifi- 

4 cation.-In my, last I announced, that 

the Rector of Botley had*authorized me to 
promise, in his name, an answer to the 
work, which the Att 4 »rney General (Gibbs) 
tieclared to be calculated lo produce “ con- 
“ sequences DREADFUL in the EX- 
“ TREME.” But, since the publication 
of my last Register, the Rector has inform¬ 
ed me, that he will not write an answer, 
lest by its being published at Mr. Eaton's 
shop, he, the Rector, should “ contribute 
“to the MERCENARY views'of the 

“ CONVICTED vender thereof."-1 

will leave the English reader (and I am 
sure 1 safely may) to form bis opinion of 
jthe language in which this excuse is con¬ 
veyed ; hut, as to the excuse itself, it must 
not and shall not, serve the purpose fur 
w'hich it manifestly appears to he intended ; 
far, if like Rector will wwite an answer to 
the book in question, I will pay all the ex¬ 
penses of printing and publication ; it shall 
be published* at whatever bdtkseiler’s in 
London the Rector may choose ; that book¬ 
seller shall kecQ the account of reoeipis and 
outgi^gs ; there be any Los^ upon tlie 
publication, I will sustain it; and, if any 
^am,*it* shall be given to build,a cottage, 
or lo buy a fat hog, for any poor man in tiie 
pV'sh of Botley whom liie Rector himself 
mayrfiihta.-^—1 wsjt for his reply. 


Wm. cobbett. 


Slate Pi 


'rison, Jiewggte, 
Thursday, tblhJune, 1812. 


• * 

» N. B. My last Letter to ilie Regent was, 
by mistake, called the Vlh.^ It should have 
been theVlth. If those gentlemen who 
preserve the 'Rrork in Volumes will, with a 
pen, add an 1 to. the V at the head of the 
Letur, all wfll be right. 
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B^GISTER.— Papers, 


I 


TEugla^ ts.—Eevmalion tf 0ie Orders in 
\ Council. 

At Wie CR)urt at\arlloii>house, the 23d of 
June, 1812, Present His RoyakHighness 
the Prince Regent iif Council, 

Whereas his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent wSs pleased to declare, in the |iatuc. 
and on the behalf of his M;^esty, on the 
2 let day of April, 1812, “That if at an^ 
time hereafter the Berlin and Milan De¬ 
crees shall, bv some authentic act of the 
French Government,‘publicly profhulgated, 
he absolutely and unconditionally repeoled, 
then and iiom Uienceferth the Order in 
Council of the 7th of January, 1807, and 
the Order in Council of the 2gth of April, 
180y, shall, without any further Order, be^ 
and the s^ne are hereby declared from 
tlsenceforth to be, wholly and absolutely 
i-evolted —And whereas the Charge des 
Affaires of the United States of America, 
resident at this Court, did, on the 20th 
day of May last, transmit to Lord Viscount 
Castlereagli, one of his Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State, a Copy of a certain In- 
sivument, then for the first lime communi¬ 
cated to this Court, purporting to be a De- 
ciw passed by the Government of France, 
on the 28th day of April, 1811, by wliiclh 
the Decrees of Berlin and Milan are d6 
dared to be definitively no longer in force,.] 
in i-egard to American vessels.—And where¬ 
as his Royal Highness the Prince Regeflt, 
although he cannot consider the tenor of tjie 
said dnslrument as satisfying jh^ conditions 
set forth in *the said Oi'dcr of the 21st of 
April last, upon wliich the said Orders 
w^ere to *cease and detertnine, is ne^rthe- 
less disposed on his part to Ake suc|[ mea- 
sui->es as may tend to re-establish the inter¬ 
course between Neutral and Belligerent 
N'.ations, upon its accustomed principles. 
His Royal Highness ihe*Prin«je Regent/in 
the name and on the behalf of his Majesty, 
* i$ ihcrelore pleased, by and with the ad¬ 
vice of his Majesty’s Privy Couufil, to 
Older and declare, andfit is hereby ordered 
attd declared, that tlic Order in Council 
Leafing Ate the 7lh day of January, 1807, 
and the Order in Council jjieariiig date the 

be 


the armed vessels of France being permit¬ 
ted to enter therein; and the cominerckl 
irilterconrse Between Great Britain and the 
said United States is interdicted, the com- 
n],ercial intercourse between France and the 
said United'States hatting been restored ; 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent is 
jJleased hereby further to declare, in the 
name and pn the behalf of his Majesty, 
that if the Cpyernment of the said United 
States shall not, as soon as may be, after 
this Order shall h^ve been duly notified by 
his'Majesty’s Minister in America to the 
said Government, revoke, or caihe to be 
revoked, the rfaid Acts this present'Order 
|shall in that case, after due notice signified 
\rf his Majesty’s Minister in America to tli# 
said Government, be thenceforth null and 
fbf no effect.—It is further ordered ^'d 
declared, that all American vessels, anS 
their cargoes being American pjoperty, that 
shall have been captured, subsetpienfly to 
the 20th day of May last, for a breach of 
the aforesaid Orders in Councrl alone, and 
which shall not have been actually con¬ 
demned before the date of this Order; and 
that all ships and cargoes as afoisesaid, that 
shall hencefortli be captured under the said 
Orders, prior to the 1st damof August 
next, shall not be proceeded against to con¬ 
demnation till further orders, but shall, in 
the event of this Order not becoming null 
^d of no effect, in the case a{bresaid, be 
fortlivUth liberated and restored, subject to 
such reasoiftibW Expenses on the part of the 
captors as shall have been justly incurred. 

'—Provided that nothing in this OrdSr 
contained, resjrecjing the revocation of the 
Orders herein mentioned, shall hp taken to 
revive vi^olfy or in jwrt the Orders in 
Council of the llth of November, 1807, 
or any other Order not*herein mentioned, 
or,to deprive parties of any legal remedy 
to which they ina^ be* entitled under the 
Order in Council of ithe ,2lsfc of April, 


SCthday of ApHI, 1809, be revoked, se 
fir as may rcMrd American vessels,* and 4 the 7th of JamiUyi 

liicir cargoes oeing American property, ‘ " - 

fivtn the 1 tt day of August next.—But 
whel'eas by certain Acts of the Government 
of the United States of Amertca, all British 
di'Uied vessels are excluded froi£ the har^ 
bonrs and waters of the saidynited States, 


1812.—H is Royal Higlincss the Prince 
Regent is Hereby pleased further tp declare, 
in the name and on the behalf of his Ma- 
jes<y^ that nothing in this preset',* Order 
contained shall »be understood* to preclude 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, if 
c|ycudistance| shall so Acquire, from restor¬ 
ing, after reasonable notice, the Orders df 

and 26th of 


1807 , 

April, 1809, or any part thereof^ to their 
fu^ eflect, ti from ticking such other mea¬ 
sures of fetaliatiun against the enemy, as 
may appear to his Royal Highness to bt 
just and wecessary.—And the Right Ho- 
n9ifir.gble the Lords Commissiouei%,jtf his 
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Majesty’s Treasury, his Majesty’s Princi- 
p4 Secretaries of State, the Lords Commis¬ 
sioners of the Admiralty, and the Judge of 
the High Court of Admiralty, and the 
Judges of the Courts of Vice-Admiralty, 
are to take the necessary measures herein as 
to them may respectively appertain. 
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ttments oif personal respect and esteem for 
you. Believe die, my Dear Lorc^ most 
sincerely your’s, Welleslev. 

Earl of Liverpool. J • , 


MINISTERIAL NEGOCIATIONS. 
Documents published, relating to the 

LATffNECOCIATIONS FOR MAKING A«nI;W 
MlNlSSfcV. 

Continued from page^OO.) 

^olefrom Mr. Canning to Lord Welleslej/^ 
^ncloiing a Letter to Mr, Canning from 
Lord Liverpool, relative to Lord Castle-, 
^ngh^ May 17, 1812. 

My dear Wellesley,—I have just received 
from«Lord Llverpodl a letter, of which the 
enclosed is a copy. I transmit it to you to 
be added, according to his desire, to the 
copy of the Minute of his verbal commu¬ 
nication of this morning. C, C. 


Lord Liverpool to Mr. Canning. May 
^ 17, 1812. 

» My doar Canning,—I think, upon re¬ 
flection, it is due to Lord Castlereagh to 
state, ill W'riting, what I mentioned to you 
verbally, tliat from motives of delicacy, hf 
absented himself from the Cabinet, ^n the 
occasions on wliich the su^e^Tt in your 

Meiuoranduni was determined.-1 did 

not, however, make the communication to 
you, without having reason to know that 
he would-be no ol^stacli in the way of an 
arrangement, founded on th*e jfriiiciples 

stated in the Memorandum.-1 wAl beg 

of you to commutiicate this letter to any 
•yiersons to whom you may •communicate 
the Memorandum. • , Liverpool. 

• 

• • * * . * 

Copy of a Letter from Ike Marquis Wellesley 

^ to the Earl oj Liverpool.,, transmitting 
Lord Ty.’s Reply la Lord Liverpool’s 
’^Rrop^ql. May 18, 1812, half'^asl 
Dif^p. ?»i * * * 

My Dear Lord,—1 enclose a paper„ con¬ 
taining my reply fo the cofnmunicatioh 
which you were so. Jcind as tA make to me 
yesterday. Althoqgh i ifcd myself com¬ 
pelled to decline thd. proposal -which you 
conveyed, I request vm-to accept ij^y grate¬ 
ful thanks for the ai^able and satisfactoiy 
manner in which you communicated with 
me;,and to be assured, that 1 shall alwi^ys 
enterw^P the most sincere and cordial sen- 


Lord Weilesley’s Reply to Lord Liverpool’s 
Proposition. May 18. 

From the com muiiication received through 
Lord Liverpool, 1 understand, that His 
Boyal Highness the Prince Regent has been 
graciously pleased to signify his desire of 
strengthening his Administration upon its 
present basis., by associating me with it, 
as oqe of those persons who agree most 
nearly and generally in the principles upon 
which public affairs have been conducted. 

-From the same communication I also 

derive the gratifying intelligence, that all 
Lord Liverpool’s colleagues have authorized 
him to express a disposition to act with 
me, under an arrangement, consistent with 
their own honour'and duty, and honour¬ 
able and satisfactory to me.-1 receive 

this notification of the Prince Regent’s 
commands with every sentiment of duly 
and affection, while it afibrds me matter of 
just satisfaction, that, to the distinguished 
honour of such condescending notice from 
His Royal Highness, is added so high a 
testimony of the confidence and esteem of 
aU the respectable persons composing his 

present Administration.-With all liu- 

mility towards the exalted authority from 
wl/icli this proposition prsieeds, and with 
! the most sincere regard for those through 
^ whom it is conveyed, I must, however, 
declare, that 1 should have (TbclirA:d it at 
the first instant of its approach', if meftives 
of deference and,submissive attacliftient ha'd 
not imposed apon me the obliga.tion of re¬ 
ceiving it with respectful conskleralioii. 

-PhA proposition necessarily sests upon 

a supposition, that I entertain no such dif- 


fei^ncc of public sentiment with the pre¬ 
sent Adhiinistratioii ?s should preclude me 
frpin acting with them, under an arrange¬ 
ment, compatibly with our mutual and 
respect’ive honour aod duty.-But it ap¬ 

pears from Lord Liverpool’s candid and 
explicit statement, that, upon life irapbr- 
'tant qpestion, which regards the laws af- 
fpeting the Roman Catholics, Lord Liver- 
pool’^ opinions remain unchanged; nor is 
he aware that the sentiments of his col¬ 
leagues, on that subject, havo undergone 

any change.-1 must therefore ccriclude, 

that the policy which has been pursued re¬ 
specting the Roman Catholics, during tlit 
]jresent Session of Parliament, is tjj,. be con¬ 
tinued wilhoilt abatement; the gemh al con- 
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stituent parts of the presenlCabinet are to 
remain, unchanged; the ^hest and most 
efficient offices tn the State, therefore, are 
to bf hll^ by ^sons, who still conceive 
themselves to be^ound by duty, honour, 
and conscience, not only to resist\iny miti¬ 
gation of the present condit^n of the Ro¬ 
man Catholics, but even to prevent the 
consideration of the laws which affect that- 
large portion of the population of the em¬ 
igre.-1 cannot concur in the principle. 


on which the present Administration has 
conducted this impoftaut branch .of public 
ail'airs ; on this point, 1 have recently ex¬ 
pressed the strongest difference of 3{hnion ] rectton of many branches of our sy^em in 


[^0 

Allies to continue the present inadequate 

scheme.-From Lord Uverpoors 8ta|^- 

nilbnt upon*thi8 point, it is evident, that 
since my resignation^ it .has been found 
pfacticable to make some extension of the 
system in the Peninsula; but it is still in¬ 
timated, that my views are more extensive 
*than the resources of the country can enable 
the Government to reduce to practice. ^ I, 
however, stilUentertain the same vrews and 
opinions, without diminution or alteration; 
and I am convinced, that a considerable 
extension of the scale of our operj^ions io; 
the Peninsula, and also an eficMual cor- 


with the present Administration.-The 

declaration of Lord Liverpool precludes the 
hope of any such change in the policy of 
the preseiU Admini^ralion towards the 
Ronun Catholics as could satisfy my judg¬ 
ment. This difference is of the utmost im¬ 
portance: without any other .obstacle, 
therefore, this alone compels me to decline 
the {iroposition which Lord Liverpool has 

conveyed to me.-1 entertain a confident 

expectation, that when the Prince Regent 
sliall liave considered the nature of this 
difficulty, he will extend his indulgence to 
my humble representation, and will re¬ 
lieve me from the pressure of commands, 
which I could nut obey, witliout sacrihein;^ 
a public principle of the highest obligation. 
-These observations compose a suffi¬ 
cient reply to ^he communication received 
through Loi d Liverpool. But I deem if to 
be a duty towards the Prince Regenu to' 
declarq, that the considcrathms which in¬ 
duced me, on the 19th of February, to re- 
^gii the Mution which I had the honour to 
hold in His Royal HighneSs’,; servic*, have 
acquired additional force since th:ft time, 
and would constitute an insupesable ob¬ 
stacle to uiy acceptance of any station in 

the present Administratipn.-1 originally 

expressed luy desire to withdraw from Mr. 

, Perceval’s Administration, because |fiy ge¬ 
neral opinions, for a long time past, on 
various important questions, had not suffi¬ 
cient weight in that Cabinet, to justify me 
tosvards athe public, or towards my, ovfn 
character, in continuing in office.—“-My 
objections to remaining hi that Ghbinet, 
arose, in a gteat degree, from the iyiprf- 
fect scale on ivbich the efforts in the Pe¬ 
ninsula were conducted. .It was always 
s(atpd to me, that it svas impracticable to 
enlarge that system, f tboyght that it was 
jierfectly practicable to extend the plan in 
the PeiuQSula, and that it ^as tleither safe 
nor hqilest towards this ctuntry or ^he 


that quarter, are objects of indispeiisabl;^ 

necessity, and of easy attainment.- 

such a decided ^ifferente of opinion, in re¬ 
lation to the conduct and nnnagement^if 
the war, my return into a Cabinet com¬ 
posed as the present is, wouffi offer to me 
no better prospect than the renewal of dis¬ 
cussions, which have hitherto proved un¬ 
availing.-1 learn from Lord Liverpool, 

that he has received no authority, in form¬ 
ing the intended Administration, to make 
any proposal to any of those pwsoiis, now 
designated by the name of “ The Oppo- 

“ sition.”-My inquiry oiibtliis point 

originated in a sincere conviction, (louiided 
upon an attentive observation of the general 
state of public opinion, and of the condition 
of the empire), that no Adpiiiiistralion, 
which shall nut comprise some of those 
peesuus, tair*iffove advantageous to the 
Prince Regent, conciliatory towards Ire¬ 
land, and equal to the conduct of the vfar 

on a scale of syfficieiit extent,-It has. 

been stated erroneously, that t^e first act 
of the Prince Regent upon his'appruach to 
unres’tricted authority, was to establish Mr. 
Pcrceval’-s Adininistruti&u; but the fact is, 
thjtt His Royal Highness's first act at that 
crisis was to disjolve’Mr. Perceval's Ad- 
'ministpation i'and to endt^vour to form a 
Cabinet upon a. more extended and liberal 
basis* This endeavour was frustrated at^ 
that moment; and the formation of such a 
Cabinet was represented to Rojiri 
Highness to be impracUc'afarle. It has, 
however, since Appeared evidwt to me, 
from the dt^ussions afid deliberations which 
I have witnessed in.{Parliament, that His 
Royal HighnesSs benevolent intentions on 
that subject are now perfectly practicable; 
and thai their acc/^plishment would tend 
to proefote internal^ace and tranquillity, 
and to invigorate the whole system of our 

ej^temalP operations.-Impressed with 

this sentiment, 1 should be untRs^b H« 
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offices, K lyas stated that nothing of anjr 
sort was decicM, or stipulated: ^ut that 
every thing would be open to b^^tirranged 
to the honour and satisfa^n of aH parties. 


Royal Highness's interests and honour, as 
well as to the prosperity of the empire,^ if 
I concurred in any arrangemdht of an Ad¬ 
ministration which did not include a fair 
and full consideration jof this most impor¬ 
tant poim.-Aftee such a dispassionate 

consideration, my opinion is, that a Ca> 
hinet might be formed on an intermediary 
prwicip\,e respecting the Roman Catholic 
claims, equally exempt from* the dangers 
of instant, unqualified concession, and irom 
those of iftconsiderate, peremptory exjlu- 
ciori; the entire resources of the empire 
might b^applicd to the great objects of the 
war with general consent, upon a full un-J 
derstaridiug of the real exigency of the pre- 
annt crisis; and concord aqd union at liomp 
might secure ultimate and pemuanent suc- 
abroad.* WetLESLEv. 


Nio. 2. *Lord Live^ooVs Letter to Mr, 
Canning, lAaif 23(1. Fife-hvuse, May 
23d, 1812. » 

My dear Canning,—I have communi¬ 
cated to my colleagues the- memorandum 
which 1 received from you this afternoon. 
They do not think it necessary to cn 


ter into «ny, discussion of the principles 
stated in that memorandum, because they 
all feel themselves bound, particularly 
after what has re?ently passed, to decline 
the proposal of becoming members of an 
administraliSn to he,formed by Lord Wel¬ 
lesley. Believe me, &c. &c. i.ivEHPooL. 


Aut/unlic CBrrespandeticff and Documents, 
explaining the Proceedings of the Mab- 
quis Welleslev, and of the E.vbl of 
Moira, in the recent Mgoliations for the 
Formation of an Administration. ] 

No. I. Minute of Mr, Canning’s Comma- 
•nication to the Earl of Liverpool, May 
23d. fiJ'e House, May 23d, 1812. i 
• The i’rince Re’gent having laid his com¬ 
mands on Lord Wellesley to form a plan 
of an administration, to be submitted lor 
His Royal#Highness's approbation, Mr. 
Canning was requested byjLojd^^enesley, 
(as the channel of communication thought 
likely to be most agreeable to Lord Liver-' 
p8ol, to Miiquire of Lord Liverpool wlie-* 
•, thcr tfiere.would be a disposition on the 
part of hprd Liverpool, an4 of his col¬ 
leagues, or of any# of them, ta*eu(ertain 
any proposal which should be made to them 
for forming part *of such adminisiratioii. 
-The principles upon whiclt the Ad¬ 
ministration was ilitended to be forinedj 
were stateebto be, #st. The taking into the 
early and serious,considerotion ol the ex- 
^ ecvtiive government thef state nl the laws 
aHecting the Roman Catholics, with a sin- 
••Ke.-Sed • earnest desire to bring ihaliiin- 
portaht question* to a final^nd satisfac^tory 

settlement.-2dly. Tlte prosecution ol 

'• the war in the PAiusula, yjitli the beft 

means of the couqtfy.-It was st2ted 

that there would be the Strongest wish to 
cot&prehend in the arrangement, without 
any individual or pa|||f-exclusion wbatevar, 
as many as possible JTsueb person! as miglit 
be able to agree in giving their public ser¬ 
vice, to the country on these two'jfrinciplps. 

’ —r^^Vith respect to the‘distribution of 


No. 3. Lord Melville’s Letter to Mr, 
Canning, May ^3d. Park Lane, 23d 
May, 1812. . 

I Dear Canning,—You will probably have 
received to>-night from Lord Liverpool, the 
answer to ihe proposal which you left with 
him and communicated to me this after¬ 
noon. Having stated to you my strong 
repugnance, or rather my decided objec- 
Jtion, under present circumstances, to join 
an Administration of which Lord Welles¬ 
ley was to. be the head, it might be sufficient 
' tor me to refer to Lord Liverpool’s Reply, 
mere especially as I do wish to enter 
into any detailed reasoning on a question 
relating to ji matter of personal feeling. I 
think it'due, hosyever, to you, as* well as 
to myself, to state distinctly, that 1 have 
no objection to^ct with an Administratidn 
formei’l on tht two principles in^ntionad in 
your j^enioranduin ; though I think it im- 
piobaGle that any consideration, which the 
government can give to the subject of the 
restrictions jn th# Romaji Catholics, will 
enabjp It to propose* such a system as will. 
wholly satisfy their claims, and at the 
same tyne afford tliat degree of security to 
the Protestant EstaUlishment, which is ge- 
jierally felt to be necessary. 1 remain, &c. 

Melville. 

• ^ • 

No. 4. Minute of a Communication made 
' by Lord fVellesley to Loids Grey .and 
Grenville, at Lord Grey's house. May 
23d. * ' . ^ 

Lord WelMey*stated, that he had re¬ 
ceived the commands of His Royal High- 
BCss the ^*rince Regent, to lay before His 
Royal Highness the plan ol such an adrai- 
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nistration as he (Lord Wclksley) might 
deem adapted to the prestnr crisis of af¬ 
fairs.—A^hat he had apprized His Royal 
Highness>of th& necessity of ascertaining the 
viev^s and disposilions«of ail parties with 
regard to certain gen|ral principles pre¬ 
viously to the fornaation of anj' such plan. 

-That^e considered himself merefy as 

the instrument of executing HiS Royal 
Highness’s commands on this occasion, and 
that lie neitlier claimed nor desired for 
himself any station in the administration 
which it was in His poyal Hi^hn^ss’s con¬ 
templation to form.'-Under these cir¬ 

cumstances, he requested to know whAher 
any obstacle exited toethe concurrence of 
Lords Grey and Grenville, or tlteir friends 
in the following general^principlcs, as the 
basis upon^which an ftlministration might, 

be fgrmed :-First, That the state of the 

laws aifecting the Roman Catholics, and 
the claims of that body, of His Majesty’s 
subjects, should be taken into immediate 
consideration, with a view to a conciliatory 

adjustment of those claims.-Secondly, 

That tljc war in the Peninsula should be 
prosecuted on a scale of adequate vigour. 

-Lord Wellesley stated, that, as Mr. 

Canning and he agreed in these principles, 
he had requested Mr. Canning to commu¬ 
nicate them to Lord Liverpool.-Lord.; 

Wellesley has reduced the substance of thfs 
communication to writing, and now sub¬ 
mits it to Lord (^ey and Lord Grenville. * 

WCLLESLEV.* 

No. 9. Loud Moira’s Lellerio^Lord Wtl- 

Icslc^i dalfd 23rf May, relative to .yo. 

,4. Si. James’s Jdace, May iSd, IB12. 

My Lord,—I have the* l^onour jo ac¬ 
knowledge \he receipt of a copy of tke Mi¬ 
nutes of the conversation which your'Loid- 
ships held with Ldrds Grey and Cfenville; 
and 1 feel mu^h indebted for the comi^- 
nication accompanying them.-J^'Wie pi-o^ 
•posed consideration of the Catholic Claims, 
aud the adoption of a system of sup|)ort to 
the Spaniards, such asv may be reahly ca¬ 
pable of producing a clecisive result, are 
tiie two points of policy which 1 liave-long* 
thought the most urgent for the benefit of 
the country. The question relative to the 
Orders in Council may be deemed ^ iil' 
effect settled by* the evidaice adduced be¬ 
fore the twg Houses: and ihe active cor¬ 
rection of internal abuses must be confi¬ 
dently assumed as the objectaof such a Mi¬ 
nistry as»is likely to be formed through 
your ins^uinenulity. A plan dP govern.* 
ment, therefore, oo the basis^ropoSed by 
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your Lordship, would have my most,cor- 
dial wishes. Allow me to say, that tips 
is«ot to convey any implication of engage¬ 
ment to accept oibce. This is not men¬ 
tioned from the reraoU'-st regard to the pos- 
siftle distribution of situations; nor does it 
involve objections to any individual, as 
there .is nothing I should so much depre¬ 
cate in the present state of public aHai(s, 
as a spirit of exclusion, indeed, tfie can¬ 
dour and delicacy manifested by your 
Lordship in these, communicatiotis, are a 
perleoi pledge that the details of arrange- ^ 
ments could not but be entirely satlMactory. 

-1 have the honour, my Lord, ‘to be 

Svith high esteem, your Lordship’s very* 
obedient and huii)b]e servant. Moira. 

• JL 

No. 6. Lord Lansdowne’s teller to Lo:^ 
Wellesley, dated 23d May, relative to 
Mo. 4. Berkeley Squai e,JSalarday night, 
May 23d. 

My Lord,—I am exceedingfy sorry not 
to have been at home when your Lordship 
did me the honour of calling at iny liouse 
this morning, and am much obliged by the 
trouble you have taken in sending for.my 
consideration, a copy of the minute ol the 
communication made by your Lordship to 
Lord Grey and Lord Grenville.——^As 
Lord Grey and Lord Grenville thought 
pj’oper to acquaint me conlidentially-with 
that c^munication, as well as the minute, 
of the answer 'bey proposed to return to it; 

,and" as I generally concur in the sentiments 
jhey have there stated, I shall take the 
liberty of referring your Lordship to that 
paper, and .shall early add, there’is no part . 
of it in ^hich 1 mor^ cordially coincide 
with them," than in, the expression of the 
gratification they have derived from your 
powerful e'xertjons in 'support of the claiiirs 
of Hhe Roman Catholjps, and from the 
ijianner'in which "that,subject js adverted 

to in your minute.-1 Have ihe honour 

to remain, with ‘m-eat respect, your Lord- 
ship’s'.very Faithful, and most ’Xrbedhliti^ 

seiVant. Lansdowne. 

|. « 0 > * ' 

No. 7. Lord "Jidlland's Letter io Lord 
tWAlesley,%dated Mt^ 23d, relative to 

Mo. 4. • 

My Lord,—11^ad*the honour of recqjv- 
ing you^ ndle and ei^oSure, and beg leave 
tof retuiwmy sincere^anks for your atten¬ 
tion in sending me s(^ interesting and so 

early a communication.-Lord Grenville 

anji Lbrcf Grey have been so good' as to 
taik'the matter over with me conlid^uitl.*#; 
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^ild I have thcNsatisfaction of finding that 
I copcur generally in their views of the 
stihject, and indeed, know no better v\^y 
of expressing my opinion, thaifby referring 
yon to a memorandum which, I believe, it 
is their intention to deliver to you to-mof- 

row moijiing.-l«am, mj^Lord, your 

obliged and obedient humble Servant, 

Vassal Holland. 
Qifnelford House, Maj^ 23d. 

No. 8. Memorandum from Lords Grey 
, and Grenville, May ^4lk, in Rejilp to 
Lord JVellesley's Minute, J^o, 4. iMay 
24M, 181-2. 

• In «uch a moment as the present, we 
iwel it- to be the duty of.all public men^ 
*,both by frank and conciliatory explanations J 
df^trinciple, *anckby the total abandonment*' 
of everf .personal object, to facilitate, as 
far as may Jie in Jthcir jjower, the means 
of giving effect to the late vote of the House 
of Commons, and of averting the imminent 
and unparalleled dangers of the country. 

-Lord Wellesley has selected two 

among the many important subjects which 
must engagt the attention of any men, who 
could, in such circumstances, be called 
upon tn Crider of the acceptance of sta¬ 
tion^ hi public trust. On those two points, 
our explanation shall Jbe as distinct as it is 

in our power to make it.-On the first, 

indeeJ, ou# opinion is too well knofltn’j 
and has been too recently expjessetl, to 

need repetition.-W' -- 

very high gratification 
le?ley’s ijowerful 

as well 


derived 
Lord Wel- 
in support of 


,V, 


from 
exertions 

the claims of tlie Rouiatv^latholics 
) as from tk? manner in which,tha^ subject 
is adverted to in Ihs Minute, and v'c do 
not hesitate to assure liim,-that we will 
■ warndy support any pi^posal made by any 
Ministera: /u.v the immediate’tonsideration 
o^those claims, with a view ttr.thrfir con¬ 
ciliatory ac^istnent*, a measure Without 

( which, we have "already declared> that we 
no hope, in*any ca'sCv ol*renV 
dering our own services useful. \ -As to 
ife^.sece«dn(yn^ no person feels moye 
strongly t^iJSlrWe do, the ^dafentages which 
would result from a successful termination 
of the present contdftt in Spai|i. «But,we* 
are of opinioS that tlie,dj|rectioil of military 
operations in' an eijcteniiv# war, and the 
more or less vigoransmrqsecutioti o^ those 
operations, arc questig^, not pi; p^ndplef 
b^t of policy; to be reghiated ,by cjrcum* 
lances, in tlieir nature temporary and lluc- 
anc^n many casos knowifojfiy 


persons 
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official sfedons, by the engage¬ 
ments of the Country, the prospect of ul¬ 
timate success, ^e extent of the wertions 
.necessary for its attainment, and^fne means 
of supporting.those eflfbrt^without too great 
a pressure on the'Tmances and internal 

pfosperitf of the Country.-On such 

questions, thirefure, no public men, either 
in or ou4 of office, can undertaki for more 
‘than a deliberate and dispassionate consi¬ 
deration, according to the circumstances of 
the case as it may appear, ancL-to su(^ 
means of information as may then be with¬ 
in their Kacfi.-But we cannot in sin¬ 

cerity conceal from Lord Wellesley, that 
in the present state of the finances, we en¬ 
tertain the strongest doubts of the prac¬ 
ticability of an increase in any branch of 
the public e:^pcndimi;e. 

» t 

No. 9. Lord Wellesley to Lord GYey, 
dated 27</t May, communicating the ler- 
minalion of Lord Wellesley’s Commission. 

My Lord,—I take tl^ earliest opportu¬ 
nity of communicating the enclosed papers 
to your Lordship. The paper (No. 2) 
has not reached me until within thi*s hour. 
It appeared to me to be important, that 
the intelligence which it contains should be 
conveyed to your Lordship, to Lord Gren- 
yille, and to your respective friends, as 

soan as may be practicable.-1 shall be 

happy to have an opportunity of stating to 
Vpur Lordship and to Lord Grenville, at 
any time that.you may ap^int, the whole 
^ |,course of my conduct, since I had the ho¬ 
nour of see'm&you,-1 have,, the honour 

to be, with great I'espectj^my Lord, pur 
Lordship’s most obedient and faitl^ful ser¬ 
vant, Wellesley. 

1 sl^li remain at home for sbme time, 
and. shall be happy to see your Lordship 
and Lord Grenville, if k‘should" be con- 
vei^t. , . 


No. Id,—i&r. Canning’s Statement to Lord 

Melville, enclosed in No. 9.—26/A Mau^ 

1812v / 

Lord Melville having stated to Mr. Can¬ 
ning that the ministers, his co/leagues, 
were consideringj under the special com¬ 
mand of His Royal Highness the Prsnce 
^'fegeat, how *far they could advance to 
meet the first of the two propositions la'id 
down .as the basis of the Administration, 
propbsed to be formed b>^ Isord WeJlcsley.; 
Mr. Canning feels it necessary, before he 
ofibrs any observation on that statement, to* 
•tuquire in'^li^t situatiou Lurd Melville’s 
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colleagues consider t4Anselves asStanSing 
at the present momem.—1st. Oo mey con¬ 
sider Lcvd lyeliesley’s cutCtmisfion* at an ; 
end, an^sfie former A^inistration is re* | 
established ?—2d. Are the discussions, 
which are now going in among them, di¬ 
rected to the ascertaining the possibility Of 
the individual members of tl^it Adminis¬ 
tration, oi» any of them, acc^ina to 
Administration to be formed by LOTdAl^el- 
ley; or to some proposal to be made b^ 
tlfcm as .3 government to Lord Wellesley 
and Mr. Canning?—If Lord Wellesley’s 
commission is considered as at.aiKiid, it is 
essential to Lord Wellesley’s honour that 
the fact should be publicly known. * He 
has entered upon commdbications which he 
colild nut terminate at the point to which 
they were brought, without distinctly stat¬ 
ing his coiBmission to be at an end.—If 
what is now in contemplation is some new 
proposal to be made to Lord Wellesley and 
Mr. Canning, from the former AdiPiinistra 
tion revived, then the revival of that Admi- 
nistratiou ought to ^be rosde matter of no¬ 
toriety: and the proposal itself must be 
distinctly stated, before Lord Wellesley 
and Mr. Canning can form any judgment 
upon it. 


No. 11 .—Lord Melville's Conimunicalion 
io Mr, Cannings enclosed in No. 9.»— 
May 27, 1812. 

Lord MelvHle called upon Mr. Canning, 
and informed him, in answento the qiAs- 
tions w'liich Mr. Canning put to Lord Mpl-i 
ville* yesterday,—1st. Thal4.*rd Welles¬ 
ley'-jedmmissiotPis considered by the Prince 
l^egent at an end.—2tl. That the pei’- 
sous now holdii»g oifices,*hold them only 
until their*successors shall bt appoipied.— 
Lord Melville had uqdei^tood Qan-. 
ning yesferday fti*say, that Lord Wellesley 
was of opinion that his commission w^ at 
an end; butHhat he (Mr. Gapning) d^bt- 
ed it.—Tnis was aSnistake. *Whm Mr. 
Canning staled was, that Lord VS^llesley 
was in doubt as to th^ Prince Regent’s in¬ 
tention; and that be-fMr. Canning) had 
no meani of forming any opinion upon it. 

’ Hi^Vl.—LordGreytoLofdWelUslty, 17Ih 
May,, on Ike subject oj sonuwords in Afr 
■ Canning’s Mnuie, No. I, of Ike Comma 
niealiof^lo Lord Liverpool, , 

. My Urd, I have the honour of rcAirii 
ing the'papers which your l.ordship was io 
*goc.d asTo'put into my hands tins morning.. 
—1 obaem » outerial d>fi|rettce betwetp- 


the terms in which die Jnvo principles, 
proposed as the basis of a new Admit^sp-a* 
tim, are stated in Mr. Canning’s Mmute, 
adB in that l^nt to Lord Grenville and'me 
by your Lordship. I think it necessary to 
c^l your Lordship’s^ttention to this cir¬ 
cumstance, because" if these .discussions 
should proceed Further, it may become of 
the utmost importance.—I am, with the 
highest regard, my Lord, your Lo|;dsh4)’s 
very faithfuL end humble servant, 

Grey. 

t 

No. fS .—Lord Wellesley to Lgrd Grey* 
'' ISlh May, transmuting an. explanatory 
• Paper, No.* 14, signed by Lord Wellesley. 

, My Lord, I should Ijave returned gn 
earlier acknowledgment of the honour or 
"your Lordship’s letter of yesfterday, hacUi' 
not thought it necessary to see Mr. jCandltig 
before I troubled your Lordship with ray 
answer to your observafions On our respec¬ 
tive minutes.—Having carefully examined 
those papers, and compared them with our 
view of the points to which they refer, we 
have draw'n the enclosed paper for your 
Lordship’s information, and have authenti¬ 
cated it by our respective signatures.-^-! 
have the honour to be, with th^reatest re¬ 
spect, my Lord, your Rordship’f^ faithful 
and humble servant,, WelcesleY. 


No’. {A.-—Paper signed by Lord Welleslei/ 
and Mr. Cojtning, and Iransmilled to 
Lord Greo in reblu to Lord Greu’s 
Letter, NJ.. 12. 

The variance in point of phftise in t)ie 
two Ptopositions^aS staled by »Lord Wel¬ 
lesley aqfl Mr. Cannii^, in tliefc’ Minutes 
of ConfeKnee, anises* froti\ tins circum¬ 
stance, that Lord^Vell^sley and Mr. Can¬ 
ning went to theiy respective conterences 
without haying thought it neoessUry pre^- 
^ously fo reduce,■into*a written form, the 
commilnicatiohs, whicn tlAy '^re to make, 
being in foil possession of'each others’ seri- 
4meftts^\updh th^ subject of tl)«m.--^i«}‘ 
two,mihvteS were written by. them as con¬ 
taining the substance lit ^^ -Ves^egs^ 
-Cummunicaiir/»;%that df MrT^mning in 
Lorij Li 
*VYs}le^ey 


Liverpool’s 


presence; that of Lord 
, mnmediatfly after his return 
froiu Lord’Gr^.--There do^ not appear 
to Lord Welle*ey'«nd Mr. Canning, to be 
any si^stantial yarunCe in the Erst prapf 
fitioh.-^'^e word^^y early’’ in Mr, Gd* 
Hing’s.Minme, neigfit be exchanged for >& 
word “ imniediaTe'’ used by Laird Wdllv 

-I»y, * withoutia any degree,-.alte/mg jlb. . 

.ar 
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setae; as wltb'^ mofwn actuary panding 
in th^House of Cowmoiw, which (but for 
threats which iave recently taken place) 
wouW have co^S on this v#V day, lift 
object of wbiAV was to cotnpef j^e execu¬ 
tive gover’^*"* subject ofi^he 

Calhol' coiii^leration, It 

be necessary to say, that Mr. Can-j 
has no wish to defer that considera- 
OQ the other hand, consideration by 
(be executive' government i«* the object 
;vhich it is Lord Wellesley^’s intention to 
recommend; nor does he.conceive any fpr- 
♦her Parliamentary proceeding to be neces- 
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been dulj^istributed^ #r apporticmed, this 
proposition I^rlCanning certainly does not 
intend Sither to •ilffirm or to deny; simply 
because, nut having . been in the^overnr 
ment during the last two years, &has not 
sufficient informationf to^be able to pro- 
notiuce aif opinion, jvhether tlie exertions 
of those two ^cars ha^1^ or have not been 
below tlM proper scale, or haved>een well 
br ill idministered; nor how far they may 
now admit of being extended, or of being 
more judiciously applied.—He cpncmr. 
however, entirdy with Lord Wellesley in 
wishing to extend flien# to the utmost power 


sary or (flacticable, this session, than suclri of the country, and to apply them in the 
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as might be sufficient to' ensure, eithei by 
oomputeion upon a hostile Administration, 
eivby pledge from a friendjy one, the con* 
^eration of |^he question during the recess, 
wdi a view to its being brought befor^] 
I^aniamH^t, by the recommendation of the 
crown, ekrijv in tl|f ensiyng session.—A 
committee to inquire into the state of the 
laws, has been already negatived in both 
Houses, this session. A “conciliatory ad¬ 
justment" of the claims of the Irish Catho¬ 
lics is the object which Lord Wellesley 
and M^. Cunning have equally at heart: 
and *it enters equally intoffiuth their views, 
that to be ’conciliatory,’* that adjustment 
mus^ be*so irameS as to embrace the inte¬ 
rests and opinioH^of ^le English Catholics 
also, and to obtain the enlightened and de- 
yberate conlent of the Protestants of fWffi 
Countries.—They w^ould think tyiy fdjust- 
ment very imperfect, wWc^ instead of 
extinguishing discontent, ony transferred 
it^rom the Catholic to the Protestant.— 
But they concun in entcitf|ining a confident 
belief,•tlial the great purpose of securing 
the peabe-of the empSte, may be bq;st an¬ 
swered, not ny ^vin^ a tdumph to any 
one pl(i^, hut by reqgiiciling all*—In the 
^bstanCE<g£r the second prd^o^iou thire 
is no variance-as to* Sny^rracti^j smd pro¬ 
spective pui’illosvj th&ugh undoubtedly there 
is, and it'is njitOijpl there -shouldbe, soiqe 
th^ast, arising frdm the 'diwf*bce>f 
Mr. Canningl^^-fllid Lord WeHei^ey’j re- 
^pective«tuu^Utis.—When Mr. Gaming 
say s, 


—When 
nsuia^*|br is to be car. 


tied on “ with the’jtesuneaps^of the^ouh- 
Isftf^gre; * 


" try, 
ertion 
he found 


manifer best calculated to answer their end* 

, '* Wni.LESLEY. 

George Cakninc. • 

• 

No. 16, —Lord Gre^s Reply to Lord Wel¬ 
lesley, May 29lh. ^ 

My Lord, 1 (tad last night the honour of 
receiving j^our Lordship’s Letter, enclosing 
a paper explanatory of the difference which 
I had remarked'between your Lordship's 
minute and Mr. datming’s, together with 
a copy of the latter.—I beg your Lttrdship 
to be assured, that in the observation to 
which I had thought it necessary to call 
your Lordship’s attention, I could have no 
object ■ but that of preventing the possibi- 
«ii^ of any future misunder|tanding. We 
had not entered into juf explanation 
■ j which, under the circumStances of the mo- 
ih^t, would perhaps have been premature), 
of the detail^ *of the conduct necessary to 
'give effect to the first of the propositions 
offered by ^dbr Lqrdship as the basis of a 
new Adminisiraion, From, the diffegince 
of the terms us^by Mr. Canning in stat¬ 
ing that proodAtion, I ^as apprehensive 
that itimight ne his opinion, in doncurrence 
wifch‘.f«^ Lordslil^, thatjio Parlbmentary 
proeseding, with referente to the Clarms of 
thf^^atholics, shquld take jlace during 
tjie .preseng Kssion. ^ To such an opinion 1 
l^coulaAot have assented ; and I felt it to ba^' 
due both to your Lordship and Mr. Carv 
ning, Rnmediately ib draw your attention 
to .a point, on which it was so desirable 
that there should be a clear understanding 
^beiween us.—I'hope it is unnecessary fur 
me to*state, that 1 can look at the siti^tioif 
;df the CadMtics (both Irish and English) 


,’’ he intendsA^reate^ sgde .ai{e]^- 

, whiff Uw meCgoDh/eountrynnay uoi ine i_,atii*Bcs (Doin trisn ana lingnsn; 
-und c^am€.of sdsianing.—If Lord ‘with no other view than tlAt of the publfc 
Wellesley’s expression,a soale^f adc- J^i^ter^fst; and ibat nothing can Ae further 
‘.quate vigour,” cons|rup9 fo iiA- 

■ly the proposition, tfak the )ate q^ertifins 
this country have noFbeen proportioned 
great object of th* w.ar, irf have aiot 


fifom my disposition or my intCR^ion,^ ip a 
tnaiter of su^ pre-eminent importance, 
than to give to any one party a tuumpli at 
2he expeAe oj another. Bjut I d^ not con- 
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ceive that the^Rty^Q^of^he dis^ilittes, of 
which the CatholRs o}n|>lainr can give 
any juM cause of discont^ t^their orotcs- 
taiit re»>w subject: and 1 am strongly of 
opinion; that* the efficacy of that measure 
]iiu*st in a great degrlg depend on its being 
carried into effect with the leatt ^mssible 
delay, ahd. with the clearest deiiionstra- 
tiuiis of aiconciliatoi y and coi^yii^ spirit. 
Under this impression, I sabiilal^rjl re¬ 
luctantly abajidon the hopr of passim^ a 
fqr sucii Repeal, even during the pre¬ 
sent session ; but if tliis ctnnot be done, I 
jiold it to be indispen'Salble, that the most 
distinct and authentic pledge should be< 
given, of the intention, bath of the £x- 


Ihe h(ghe%l regard, ,ny wd, your 
ship’s very faithful hinnUe Servant, 


Ltrd- 


No. m4thrdfVellesl4f's 3i^luio Lord 
^ * 1 ;- M90L9lh, 

My Loi tf^>;^I recjti'^? you^'^i^j- 
accept my sincere tlianks for your 1^^ of 
this day's date.—Imthe actual state 
fairs it might be deemed premature t»^, 
ter into any-'mere*'jJarricular discussions, 
than those already'submitted to^our Lord- 
ship on the points, to which you have ad¬ 
verted with so much perspicuij^, ability, 
anti candour:—But 1 cannot omir t|iis op¬ 
portunity of®assuring your Lordship, that 


ecutive Governnetnt and ol Parliament, to j have derived from the sentime.as, *0 
hike this matter up ^one of the first mea- ^justly expressed in you» letter, a fimiT*-, 
sures of the next. To^ proeeedm|.of this peefation, that if the advice^whieh I ha^'/ 
nature, fijim the pfper signed By yoyr^i|,u„bjy to the Prince Regent should ■ 

» Losdship and Mr. Caumag, I am led to be ultimately approved, a happjf' orospect 
hope that you would not ft ad.verse.-As the country of recaivft ing iiuer- 

to the second proposition, the difference peace, and of prosecuting the war with 
which I had (^served was much less ii|i- su:cess, under an Administration worthy of 
portlnt. Itismiil^ssibbto reduce aques- ,he confidence of the Prince, and of ti e 
tion of this* nature tt Sny hxed principle, people, and equal to the arduous charge of 
Whatever we can say, with our present public affairs, amidst all the difficulties 
means of information, must necessarily be anj dangers of the present crisis—I have 
general and inconclusive. The whole sub- jbe honour to her with the highest respect, 
ject being left open to future consideration L^rd, your . ordslnp's CiToSt. faithful 
and decision, 1 can have no hesUHtion in j^d obedient servant, Wcllcs-Cxv. * 
subscribing tc* the proposition, that, if ic ^ 

should be ft«»H expedient to continue^fiie » r j nr n ^ > ,r- ' rr, 

exeytious we are v.ow making in the Peuin-. 17•—Lord Wflles^i/ \Mi/tu;eafCom- 
sula, they shoul(j be conducted in the in«(u- mivucation lo Lords Grey add Crennlk, 

ner best calculated to answer iheh* tTi^.'— „ ** 

1 havt^, I fear, troubled your iLordship- Loid W^l^esley stated that he had, on 
much more»€han is necessarySrAder the cir- vihat riioriiing, received full authprily frOm 
cuv^taiices dfrdur preseifc situation, and I the Prince Kegenj,.to furpi* a];t Adminis-j 
^ill on^r add, that if should be called tration under hTs Rqyiil Highness’s com-^ 
up^-^tb pursue ttiese coasiHtptions in their mands ;*^d. that .be ^as specially autho- 


cuv^taiices aifrdur preseifc situation, and I the Prince Kegenj,.to furpi* a];t Adminis-jj 
^ill on^r add, that if should be called tration under hTs Rqyiil Highness’s com-^ 
up^-^tb pursue these coasiHtptions in their mands ;*^d. that .J|e,^as specially autho- ' 
practical details, it will be my most^xious rized*tO' comi^Mnicpte with Lords CrCy and t 
wish, that pio differi^oS'ot •pinion be Grenvill 5 .on the sul^ecl^—That Hi^ Royal • 
found to' exist Wweeu us respec\iviS the Highness enMi taintd no wish flr.exclude 
conduct to adoptee^ by a Covernt^nt, from tli^^ pUbposedAelniinistyatibn, any pff- 
equally soli^ous-for the inlenal ppac^ud ^on, o« description oRper^onfv who could 
'(harmony of the Eiqpire, ‘and tor i|^pro- tmite ‘o Ahe principles on which the Ad- 
jecution of military operations in such a* i^hi%trj^k .was txi be founded.—That-tiles'^ 
mode as may appear Inost conducive to our two pfoi^siyioiis stated in.Lord Welles'icy sj- 
ultimate security. Lord Grenville, to Mi^le of May 23d, and*^iK«eqye')tly exj 


-1* have the honoi4(to*be, with 


4 ^ 'y -' 

t,»(T 0 OfJsQfiUiyied^^ 


■ — ' « — .-. r ^ b. ... ^ ■ , ........ 

Riithiabed by R. BAGSlftw^ Btylg^3];re^t,;;Cove^d^<l$l)l4 

LONDON:•Printed <'t ^ 









INDEX 


NAMES OF PERSONS 


NAMED IN VpL. XXI. 


ABBOT, Mr. 'Stc Speiker 

Abei’cronibic, Lient.-Col. 284 
Abrantes, Duke of, 4V1 
Acland, Major-Gen. 35s 
.4flair, Serjeant, 97 
A(l.ini,^lr. 228 
Adams, Mr, 141, 1-1.5 
Aflam.s Ml-, C. 353, 435, 440, 
441, 713 , . 

Adinns, Pliineas, 708 
Addin'iton, Mr. 119 
Albnfera, Duke of, see Suchet 
Alcock, J. .311, 314 
Algeo, Major, (>.31 
Allan, John, lff2 
Alteii, Ijaroii, 115 
Anne, Queen, 300 
. AH)utlmot,'iVIr. 3H «• 

Aificii, Loril, ,387, 714, 71.3 
Arembei{‘,l>ukc, 94, 983 
Ai uistrotip:, General, 18 
Anu.<trong, George, (iio 
Am .su^a, Capt. 284 
Asliwoilli, Col. V6, 2.3.3,^82, 
28-1 

A'.UiliSOn, Joseph, 180 
Auchiimtv', Sir S. 3.3 
Aytoii, Vv. ,329 


Bailey, Judge, 144, 752 
Baillie, Mr. ]<36 
Bulatliicr, Gm. 1S4 ^ 

'Ballasteros, Gen. 93 • 

Banier, Gen. 17.3, 2.3.3 
.^Bankes, Mr. 150,130,302, 3*18 
tiarbierij^ol. 18,3 
Barham, Mi-. 400, ,394 
Barker, S. 37-1' 

Barlow, Joel, 197 
B.iriiard. J .i< iit.-Col. 2.33, 628 
Harrct, B. Mr. .393 
B.i.''Saiio, Duke of, 4-.l^) 
Basseoonrt, Gen. 185 
Batiiiirst, Bragge, K^i , 
Beanmout, Mr. 708 
Becket, Mr. CIO, 058, 6.39, OOOj 
frG.3 * 

Beckwith, Col. 6.31 
Beckwith, Gen. 3:i7 
Bedford, Du'.e of, 226, 939 * 

B?U, Df. 106,167- 


Bcllinghani,. Mr. J. 641, 6,31, 
655, 659. 666,673, 705, 719 
BelUnio, Dnkc of, 4 . 57 , 471 
Beloti, Col. 187 ' 

Benfield, P. 306, 308, 309, .363 
Benjatieid, Mr. 289*2 42, 40.3 
BennetjHan. Mr. .3.39, 353,405 
Bentiuck, Jjord W. 301 - 
B.sresford, family, 770 
Beresford, Lieut. 2.32 
Beresford, Marshall, 630 
Berwiek, MarSliai, 45,3 . 

Rinns, John, 162 
Birch. Mr. .3.31 , 

Birch, Sheriff, 669,670 
Birrliinal, Mr. .329 
r.iriniiighaiii, Major, 284 
Bisl^ Mr. .308 
lii.sset, (toiinnissary, 2.34 
Blaekstone, Judge, .377, 588, 
• 754 , 760 

Biaekwood, Hon. P. 1.59 
Blake, Gen. 92, 169, 171, 18.3, 
186, 188, 190, 191, 209 
Blakeiiey, Lient.-Col. 631 
Bloomfield, Col. 4-10 • 

Bock, Baron, 368 
Bohemia, Queen of, 361 
Booth, J. .325 

Bovinjy.U>n, Lord, 375, 385 
Borthwick, Maj.-Gen. *632 
Boncfiier, IJeiiV. 032 
Boiiillc, Marquis, 27^ • 

Bonilly, 186 
Bowes, Maj.-Gen. 630 
BowleH,*Jolin, .3.33 
Boyd, J-nnI, ;306, .308, .309, 303 
Brand, Mr. 771, 776 
Bray, 373 

Brenfc, Duke of, seeJNclsoq 
Brook, J. 495 « 

Brook, Lienl.-Col. 631 
Biook.sbank, T.M)56 * 
‘ilrou^iam, Mr. 298, .309, 3^5, 
321, 32-4, 35.3, 5%, 6.34, 639, 
7.39, 780 • 

iBrmlssard, Ocn. lift. • 
Bvnwn, Timothy, 18, p 
Brunc, Gen. 99, 283 ' ^ 

Briine, Marshall, 457 ( * 

Bnmsivirk, Duke ot; HI, 170, 
400 • 


I Brunswick, Uuclicss of, -401 
Brnnsw’ick Ocls, Duke of, 
Bnckingliaui, Marquis off 7<a. 
777 - 

Buller, Judge, 163 
Bnller, Mr. 57, 658 
Buonaparte/hee Napoleon 
Buonaparte, Jerome, see West¬ 
phalia 

Burdett, Sir F. .33, 36, ,39, 53, 
77, 79, 97, 100,114,146,151, 
232, 261, 266, 268, 277, 282, 
302, 303, .325, 328, -fiSo, 346, 
349, .35.3, 3 . 55 , .376, 4.38, lot;, 
.579, 585, 708, 738, 747 , 773, 
808. 

Biirgoyne, Major, 6.32 
Burke, Edmund, 439, 500, 746 
Burleigh, Lord, 759 ^ ' 

Burne, Mi> 159, 177 
Biirrowes, Mr. 1.39, 179, 182 
Bnrtoii, Mr. 180, .355, 564, 595. 
609 

Bnsche, Maj. 256, 281, 285 


Cadogan, Hon. Lieut.-Col. .284 
Cudoie, Duke ot, 2.3^ 28,*1)0, 64 
Cuiiihell, 113 

Cambridae, Dnkeofi 119, 121, 
440,441 . 

Camden, Earl, 775, 777 
Cameron, Lient.-Col. 284, 28.3 
Campbell, Hon. Maj.-Gen. 2.33 
Campbell, Brig.-Gen. 28.3, 28-4 
Campbell, Col. 2.33, 621, 632 
Campbell, Lient.-Col. 252 
Canning, George, 1*1, 269, 272, 
299, 796, 797, 799, 804, 817, 
821, 8(3, 826, 827 828, 830 
Canning, Capt. 633 
Carleton^ Alderman, 178 
Carlelon, Lient.-Col. 631 * 

Carmirhael, Mr. 177 
•Carr, Maj. 032 
Cartwright, Maj. 457, 622, 686 
Canjvright, Mr. 524 
Castanos, Gcii. 92, 284 
Castle, M. 46 '^ 
Casilertagh,I,orfI, 144,35^,381, 
.3&4, 41.3, 42 4, 614, ^9, 678, 
795, 799, 803, 815, 817 





I N D E 


Cattloy, Mr. 433 
Clianiplemonde, Gcin. fi31 
Charles I. 350, 575, 685 
Cliariej!, Archduke, 170 
Charlotte, I’rincess, ol’ Wales, 
a38, 401,.441, 519 
Charlotte, Qneen, 145, 402, 
467 

Chatham, the preat, 649 
Chatham, Carlaof, .338 
Chauvelin, M. 19% 

Cl^estcrlicid, Lord, 107, 112, 
117 

Chetwyndcf Lord, 

Cirrello, Marquis, 636 • 

Clare, Lord, .573 
Clark, Mr.s. 707 
Clay, H. 74.5 
Clowes, S. ,529 • , 

Cobhetf, W. 18, .59, 82, 8.5, 128, 
141, 145, 1.58, 176, 201, 207, 
246, 267, 282, 309, 325, 328, 
331, .‘MS, 353, .370,400, 411, 
443, 471, .512, 540, .566, 597, 
*^526*, 634, 641,672,723,75.3, 
780, 789, 814. 

Coehrano, Lordp 49, 282 
Cficksedge, M. '1'. 290, 292 
Colhoiiriic, Licut'iCol. 224,252, 
2.5.3 

Colville, Hon. Maj.-Gen. 2.53, 
628, 630, 632 
(.'onilte, AUli^riiian, 414 
Coiiiiel, William, 640 
Cooper* Mr. T. 5,51, 5.S.5 
Ciirtes, the, 5,16, 81, 204, £*7.3 
Courtney, Mr. 2,50, ;-M9 
• Craic, Sir,). 691, 694, 731, 7.33 
Craiit'urd, Maj.-Cieii. 223, 224, 

Jl'ravvford, W. H. 745 
(-recey, 374 . 

Oeevey, Mr, 404, 77,5 
Oi'oUor, E. 181 
Cunihei'laud, Duke of, I-IO, 645 
Cnndle, William, eilO * 
Cainie, Capl. 2B5 • 

thirweii, Mr. £32, 277, 281 
Cnthhcrt, Mr. 56 ‘ 


Da Corta, Capt. 2.54 
Da Ciinha, .Capt.^'.)4 
Daintry, J. S, .529 
Daiinatia, Duke of, 451, 471, 
627, 633 

D’Ajnaraiite, Conde, 63.'5. * 

Daniels, Rev. Mr. 312, .‘516 
DSW^Count, 197 
Day, Jlid&e, 179, 180 
Delost, Gen. 185 
De Lolme, 687 
J)e Re'Joa, Col. 6.31 
D’Espagne, Carlos, !;t54 
*De Yoiigc, 428 
Dick, Quintin, 466, 803 
Dickson, Maj, 254, 632 * 

Dilloii, 113 

Dillon, Col. 193,324,677 
).i’Iveni oi8, Sir F. 418, 434? 490 
Donou,';WllBWl^ Earl of, 568, 
5rt, 579 

Donghrs, Mr, .301 ^ 

Do wide. Col. 324 


Diakard, Mr, 281, 3S.9, 327, 
330, 441, 737 
Droller, Ge; 633 
Duane, Mr. 1444 » 

Duhrocoskie, Gen, 94 
Diielte-, Col. 324 
Dudley, 45 
Dundas, Capt. 254 
Dunmore, Earl of, 313 
Dunn, T. .552 
Dupont, Marshal, 379 
Dynelcy, (;apt. 254 


Eaton, D. I. 689, 723,747, 790, 
814 • 

Elder, Lieut.-Col. 25.3, 631 
Eldon, Lord, 165, 231, 645, 648 
Elizabeth, Princess, 440,411 
Elizabeths, Queen, 3.50, 351,586 
Ellenboroiir'h, Lot'd, ,53, 144, 
383, 64.5, 750, 752, 79^ 
Elliot, Mr. 774, 775 
Ellis, Li('iit,-Col. f>31 
Eilitoii, Col. 358 
Emmet, Mr. 143 
Einpeciuado, 93 
Einpson, 

Er.skine, Lieut. Col 6.51 
Er.skine, Mr. 726, 730 
Ersl.iue, Lord, 226, 388, 394, 
779 

Lrskine, Sir W. 2.55, '281 
F.ssiinjr, Piinee.of, 471 
Liigeile, Prince, 4.5.5 ^ 


Falkncr, Mr. 551 
Favel, S. 414 
F.uvkencr, W. 6.56 
Fenwick, Lieut. Col.^2(14* 
Ferdinand VII. 1.5, 172, 390 
Ferdiiiaiid, R. of Sicily, o.!* 
FergiisoiJ, ll;5 
Fibber, Jaiiie.s, 6.'59 
Fiauerly, Mr. Ill, 441 
Fitzgerald, Lieut. Col. 632. 
Fit/.roy, Family, 770 
Fletcher, Lieut. Col. 253, 632 
Fliidyer, Sir S, '194 
Folkestone, Ijird, 150, 151. 
£67, £71, 286, 296^3,34, 33.5, 
34.5, 380, :m, 415,"L5I, 461, 
778 

.Forbes, Lieut. Col. 632 
Forbes, *Mr. 163 
Ford, Dr. 665, 669 
Foster, Mr. 14, 18, At, 32, 66, 
71, 286, 316, 317 
Foster, Mr. J. 495 
Fox, Charles James, 136, 226, 
23(5, 386, 393 
Fqxe.“, Messrs. 532 
Fniiningham, laeut. Col. 632 « 
Francis,«Noalj, 639 
Fraiieis, Mr. 368 ^ 

Frank, T.T. l,9j 
iVankiand, Col. 3.55 
Frcqinantl*^ Mr. 687 
Frcyre^Gcn. 135 


q^latin, 222 

Gardiiiei> Cajit. 632 


Garrow, Mr. 373. 791 
Garside, Mr. 528 
Giiscoigiu*, Geii. 6^ 
pans, Mr. 18 / 

George I. 361 » 

George 11. 1.53, 156, 6(53 « 

George III. .‘33, 54i 
German Legion,'Officers in, 98 
Gerniatiy, Emperor of, 7, 170, 
509 

Gibbs, Lieut. Col. 631 
Gibbs, Major, 25.3 
Gibbs, Sir Vicarv, .3J, 147, 1.3.3, 
.331, 6.38, 719', 723, 746,748, 
778, 814 

Giddy, Mr. D. 35T, 417, 596 
Giron, Gen. 234 
Gipps, Mr. 358 
1 Girard, Gen. 5S, 93, 28.3 

’Goldsworthy, Mis.s, 440. 
Goodair, Mrs. ^<27, 55.3 
Goodall, Mr. 529 
Gordon, Hoa.^Iiyor, 255 
Gordon, Major, 6'21 
Gore, Cgpt. £81 
Goiilbiisi, Mr. 357 
Gould, Mr. 159, ;02 
Gower, Lord L. 654, 656, 062. 

674 • • 

Graham, Gen. 5, 78, 80, 2-'l> 
2,33, 627, 6.i3 
Graham, Jiidge, 6.31* 

G rant, Lieut. Col. 93, 284 
Grayson, Mr. 60 
Grenville, Lord, 86, ill, 2£7, 
233, 235, £39, 263, £66 33(6 
387, 462, I iO, 779, 822, it‘23. 
8*55, 8','6. 8.31, 832 
Grey, Lieut. Col. 6Jl 
Grey, Major, £,50 / 

Grey, Earl, 227, £33, 235. £(>9, 
263, £66, 385, 53;;, 769. ;;££. 
825, 8£6, 827, 828, 830, 8.3£ 
Griinsditch, Mr. .>31 
Grose, Judge. 141, 651, 752. 
807 

Gro.s'fonor, Lord, 369, 779 
Giirwood, Lieut. 25.3 
Guzman, 312 


Haleoinbe, Major, 6,32 
Halifax, Lord, 108, 112, 117 
Hall, Mr. 178 

Maniillon, LorS. A. 150, 379 
Il^nilton, Gen. 6.'7 
I'llainiltun, K. 159 
llaiiilin, P. !X)5 
Hampden, Joiin, Ijo, 811 ' 

Hanover, Electorm}', 99 , it7, 
509 

Han'oiii't, Lieut. Col. 25'3, 63 1 
'Hardy, T. 163, 165 
Harispe, Gcii. 184, 185, 12 >’, 
192 • 

Harrison, G. 657 
Harrison,. Major, £34 
HartleJ*, S. 32.5 
iH.ii'tmann, Major, £84 
Hiirvay, .Ad.uind, 358, .3.>£ 
Harvey, Lieut. Gen. 6;;i 
Ilaviker, Major (Jen. 3.33 
sH.i\vke.sbur\, Lord, 372 
Henri, Col. 9£, KO' , 



I 

INDEX. 


I 


Henry, €apt. 625, 689, 723, 
727 

Henry VIII. 614 
‘Herbert, \ir. 249, 251, ;i58 , 
Heriot, Mr^ 679 
He^«e, Prince of, 111 
tievrey, Capt. 185 
Hcyi^ate, Shfcriff, 47B, 669 
Heyland, R. 159 
Hii^ginbotliani, Mr. 531 
. IIill, 373 
Hill, Capt. 94 

Hill, Liciit.-Gen. 34, 92, 93, 94, 
174, 25S, 285,627, 6S3 
Hill, Maj. 631 
Hill, Mr. 660 
Holcombe, Capt. 254 
Holland, John, .529 
Holland, Lord, 779, 796,823 « 
Hoiiiei? 257 • 

Horner, Mr. 149,155, 277, 596, 
609 

Horseiall, Mr. .585^ 

Howard, Maj.-Gen. 96,255,256, 
283, 284 

Hiiiiie, Mr. S0.3,.306 “I 
Hunt, Mr. 305, 307, 30^ 

Iliiiit, Mr. H. 464 
Jiuskisspn, Mr. 594 
Birtcliinson, ^rd, 228, 2.39 
HutcliiiiEon, Mr. 247, 250 
« • • 

Imaz, Gen. 78, 80 


Jackson, J. 531 
Jacolw, Mr. 312^.315 
James IT. 360, 68.5 
Janie.s, ,Sheriff, 1.59, 160, 161 
clltrit;*, Judge, 811 
Jefferson, Mr, 142, 724, 726 
• Jervis, Mr! 639 

Joscelyn, Lord, 36, 51,72 
Juliiisoii, 111'. 1.30 
Jolinsoii, Mr. j80 
Joiie.<, Miij. 2.5.3, 633 
Jones, Mr. Gale, .57, 100, 115 
Jones, Mr. T. JC.5 
Joseph, King of Spain, 17 
Jourdaii, Gen. 457 
Junot, sec ,4brantes 


Kcarsley, J. .520 
KeKli, Lord, 311. 315 », 

Keiiimis,'!'. 1.59, 178, 179 ‘ 

Keininis, W. 1 60, 1,9 
Kempt, Maj.-Gen. 628, 630 ^ 

Ivcnelian, 

Kciiricrk, Mr.‘ 149,1.5,5 
Keppel, Admiral, 313 
Kenyon, Lord, .570, 571 ' 

King, Loril, 373, 37.5, 38.3, 

, 433 ^ 

King, Mr. 67 

Kir wan,'I', esq. 1.58, 183 

Knight, I.ieut.-Col. CSl< 


Lacepede, Comit, 606 
i.ambe, Hon. K'. 276, 278 
G'.innes, Miirslial, 457 , 

1. ur-downe, Marqni“, 369, 024 


Lapena, Gen. 5, 78, 80 
Lardizabal, Gen. 190 ’ 

Laroche de Strackcnfels, Capt. 

*’5,3 

Latliey, P. 639 
Laud, Arclibp. 811 
Lauderdale, Lord, 635 
Leakey, Capt. 631 
Leary, Jeremiah, 162 
Le Blanc, Judge, 144,752 
Jjcitli, Lieut.-Oen. 628, 629 
Louis XVIII., 102 
Lewis, Rear-Admiral, 311 
Lindsay, Licut.-Col. 284 
Linsingcu, Baron, 114, 276, 

337, .338, .368, 4^19, 453 
Linsingen, Capt. 338 
Lister, G. 441 
Litchfield, Mr. 658 
IJverpooI, late Lord,*422 
Liverpool, Lord, 94, 222, 252, 

690, 732, 734, 796, 817, 818, 

82S 

Livescy, J. ^31 

Lloyd, E. 526 

Lloyd, G. 161, 163, '164 

Locke, Mr. 423 

Long, Maj.-Gen. 96* 283, 284 

Longa, 93 

Lot, 97 

Lowe, 113 

Liidd, 527 

Lyman, Mr. 138 

Lynch, Maj. 223, 253 


M'Doiiald, Chief Barftn, 640 
JPDonald, Capt. 286 
M‘l''arlane, S. 640 
M'Kinnon, Major-Gen. 223, 
224 

M‘Leod, Capt. 252 
M^eod, Lieut. Col. 631 
McMahon, Col. 231, 274, 440, 
667, 777 

M'Nevan, Dr. 14,3 
M'Pherson, Capt. 236 
Madison, Mr. See Pre.sident 
Madison, Secretary, 87 
Matlocks, Mr. 195, 261, 266, 
390, 466, 649, 707, 720, 775, 
80.3 

Mahi, Cft'ii. 18.5 
Mail laud, Lieiit.-Gen. 3.38 
Malkin, K. 529 , 

Malkin, S. 529 • 

Mallet du Pan, 471, 484 
Manners, ^Col. 6.32 
Maniit rs, Gen. .581, 589 
Manners, Maj. 252 
Manslield, Loid, 346, .347 
MansfinUl, Sir J. 651, 664" 
Marco del Pentu, Gen, 190 
Mariiiont, sec Ragiisa 
Marr, Mr. 4 , , 

Marsh, Rev. H. 491 
Mflly, l''riiic('ss, 440, 441 
Mary, Queen, 505 
Museres, Baron, 741_ 

MUSUI), M. .529 * 

Massa, Duke of, 19 • 

Massena, see Esiiug 
May, Maj. 254, 633 
Mead, 6.51 , 


Melville, Lord, 8SS, 836, 827 
Merry, Mr. 86 ' 

Metcalf, Lieut. 252 
Meuron, 113 
Meyer, Gen. 188 
Mills, Mr. 306 
Milton, Lord, 774, 804 
Mina, 93 

Miranda, Gen. 190 
Modena, Dnkoof, 509 
Moira, Lor<S, 226, 237, 239, 
289, 290, 292, .369,795, 821, 
823 

Money, Gen. .322* 

Monroe, Mr. 15,18, 21,32, 66, 
286, 316, 317, 690 
Montague, Mr. M. 277 
Montaienibert, Baron, 454 
Montesquieu, .577, 759 
Montgomerie, Maj.-Gen. 538 
.Montgomery, Mr. 181 
Mouttnarie, Gen. 187 
Moore, Mr. P. 367 
Morillo, Gen. 92, 96, 282, 283, 
284 ' • 

Morris, Mr, 422 
Mortier,'see 'rreviso 
Morton, J. 282 
Munster, Ct^'.nt, 296, 347 
Musnier, Gen. 184,190 
Muter, Lieiit.-Col. 284 


,Napier, Maj. 224 
Naples, Queen of, 11,*301 
Napoleon, 1, 5, 9, 15, 18, 27, 
67, 76, 81, 118, 13.5, 170, 
174, 197, 199, 201, 271, 286,- ' 
259, 358, 400, 442, 443, 415, 
450 , 481, 483, 497 , 501, 537, 
608, 723, 784, 785, 780 . 
Nelson, Lord, 273 
Newcomen, Sir T. 179, 180 
Newman, Mi. 6.50, 666 
Newport, Sir J. 148/ 156, 349, 
778 

Nicholas, Capt. 632 
Noah,' 97 

Noble, Alderman, 406 
Norfolk, Duke of, ,226, 237, 
239 

NoiUi, Lord, .386 

Noy, 811 

Nugent, G. 1*02 

Nugent, J. 182 

Nugent, Lienk-Col. 629, 63i 


Obispo, Gen. 105 ■ 

0‘Coigly, James, 16^ 
0‘Goniior, Arthur, 161, 165 
O'Donnel, Gen. 190 
Ottiiey, Lieiit.-Col. 28^ 
O'llare, ftlaj. 631 
Orange, Prince ofj 401 
Ord, j)r. 290 
Wrdenaye, Capt. 185 
Ormonde, Lord, 160 
O'Toole, .Lieut.-Col. S23, 252 
• • * 

'5’ack, lUig.-Gcn. 223, ^24, 

253 

Pagef, Lord, 454 



1 N D E X. 


aine, Thomas, 197, 451, 503, 
537, 547, 75*, 790, 815 
'akenhani, Huo. Maj. 63* 
aimer, Col. 355, 339, 341, 
343, 347, 380 

almerstone, Lord, *75, 3*6, 
363, 452, 462 
Palombino, Oen. 187, 190 
•annetier. Count, 187, 192 
Park, Mr, 374 • 

Parke, Maj. 284 • 

■*arkeir, C. 640 
Parma, Duke of, 509, 513 
Parr, Dr. 466 • 

Paul, J. 641 

Perk, Capt. 192 

Peel, Mr. R. 732 

Peel, Sir R. 553, 749, 813 

Penn, W. 143 • • 

Penne, Villemur, Count, 92, 

9.5, 2.56, 283, 284 
Perceval, Mr. 1, 71, 72, 76, 

149, 1,55. 225, 229, 2.32, 2.39, 
261, 296, 313, 352, .36.3, .368, 
.37,5T 3flt>, .382, 384, 387, 402, 
403, 409, 420, 425, 437, 44-1, 
452, 458, .506, 519<( 582, 591, 
610, 62.5, 614, 649, 663, 673, 
705, 747, 769, 794fP01, 803, 
813, 819 

Perceval, Mrs. 716 
Perpi, Col. 185 
Philippson, Oen. 629 
Phillips, Sir R. 707, 715 
Phipps, Gei*. 356 
Picijegni, Gen. 457 
Pictori, Major Gen. 223, 224, 
628, 629, 630 
Pigott, Sir A. 2.51, .303 
Pinkney, Mr. 1.3, 32, 69, 0.3, 66, 

8.5, 91. 

Pinkney, Mr. C. 87 
Pitt, William, 118, 262, .300, 
306; 308, 309, 362, 417, 489, 
556, .559 

Pltimer, Mr, 161, 165 * 

Ponsonby, Mr. 421, 428, 4.30, 
705, 737, 750, 774, 778, 804 
Pole, Mr. W. 382 
Ponti, 186 
Pope, A. 257 

Popiiam, Sir H. .301, 312, Sl.ji 
Porter, Gen. 330 
Portland, Duke of, 712 
Portugal, Prince Regent of, 7, 
202, 272 

Power, Brig. Gen. 254, 628 
President of the U. States, 19, 
21, 5.',-417, 69, 86, 91, 137, 
1.39, 193, 1^, 207, 211, 317, 
690, 700, 712, 724, 728, 730, 
745, 782, 785 
Pee vest, .Sir\J. 734 
Princess Regent, 4<,)0,40;% 435, 
«7,512, 806 
Provast, 186 

Prussia, King of, 135, 509 
Prynn, W. 143 


Quentin, L. C\>;r<#35, 339, 342, 
343, 3f6 
Quigley, J. 640 


Radnor, Earl of, 645 
Ragnsa, Duke of, 471, 627, 63S 
Ralph) Mr. 106 

Ramsay, 113 * 

Randolph, Mr. 140,143 
Read, Mr. 6.59 

Regent, Prince, 14, 31, 33, 42, 
69, 80, 129, 145, 174, 193, 
225, 229, 257, 289, 295, 371, 
385, 477, 498, 541, 570, 623, 
657, 668, 673, 735, 767, 781, 
801, 81.5, 818, 826 
Regent, Prince of Portugal. 
See Portugal 

Regent, Princess. See Princess 
Rciile, Count,«84,185 
Rettberjr, Capt. 632 * 
Richmond, Duke of, 556, 559 
Ridge, Majotj 223,252, 631 
Robart, Gen, 184, 192 
Robe, Lieut. Col. 632 * 

Robert, Major Gen. 338 • 

Roberts, Mre. 650 
Robespierre, 420 
Rocca, Marquis of, 190 
Rodgers, Lient. 6') 

Rogiiat, Gen. 92, 190 
Roll, Baron, 113 
Romana, Marquis, 452, 159 
Romilly, Sir S. 355, 462, 776, 
778 

Rookq, Lieut. Col. 285 
Rose, George, 196, 538 
Rottenburg, Baron, 115 , 336, 
3-15 • • 

Rowson, D. 528 
Russel, Mr. ol7, 318, 319 
Russia, Emperor of, 509 
Ryder, .Secretary, 146,147,1.50, 
'l56, 247, 251, 295, 51,5, 594 , 
609, 619, 660, 662 , 

Ryland, Mr. 692,727, 728, 731, 
732 


Sanchez, Don Julian, 254 
.Sandwich, Lord, 107, 108, 117 
.Savpson, Mr. 143 
Sardinia, King of, 206, 509 
Saunderson, Capt. 286 
Saurin, Mr. 159,177 
Saxton, Sir C. 178, 179 . 

Schulze, Capt. 285 * 

Scott, Sir AV. 312, 316 
Sea,*060. 190 
Sebright, SirtJ. 347 
^errurier, M. 286, 316 
Severoli, Gen. 184, 18.5, I9(> 
Shairpe, Sir S. 654, 662, 676 
Sheffield, Lord, 197 
Shepherd, Mr. 372 
Shepherd,‘Mrs. 372 
Sheridan, Dr. 158 
Sheridan, Mr. 22iS, 369, 370 
Sicilies, Hewditany Prince of 
theTSOl, 637 

SMmouth, Lord, 386, 795, 805 
Sidney, Algernon, 142, 222 
Silva, Li«ut. 25^ 

.Sfineon, Mr. S96, 347 
Sinclair, Mr. 251 
STIfith, Mr. 32, 59, 69, 139, 495 
Sinith,^ Adam, 422, 42S 


Smith, C. C. 65.5 
Smith, Hannah, 786 
Smith, John, 640 ^ 

Smith, Mr. W. 28,357, Sfo, 40f, 
423,425 * 

Sonuna, 637 
Sophia, Electress, 364 
Souk. See Dalmatia 
Spain, Queen of, 2o3 
Speaker of the Commons, 250 
Spencer, 527 

Squire, Major, 285, 629, 632 
Stanhope, Lord, 372, 374, 419, 
779 

Stanley, Col. 499 
Steele, Mr. 305, 307, 309 
Stephen, Mr. 596, 615 
S^tewart, Gen. 322 
Stetyart, Lieut .-Co4.96,255,f 34 
Stewart, Hon. W. ,330 
Storey, B. 642 
Strenuwitz, Lieut. 283, 286 
Stuart, Mr. C. 676 * 

Stnbhs, W. .531 
Sturgeon, Major, 254 
St. Cvr Nuglies, Gen. 190, 4.57 
St. Paul, 681 
St. Vincent, Lord, 679 
Siichet, Count, 92, 169, 183, 
186, 188, 189, 191, 192, 269, 
457, 471 , 

Sussex, Duke of,'440, 44^ » 

Sutton, Mr. M. ;i23, 326, 328, 
355 


Tarleton, Gen. 32d, 331, 332, 
461 

Tattcrsal, Mr. 292 
Taylor, .356 
Taylor, Col. 296, 347 
Taylor, Mr. 6.50 •• 

^Tcaster, J. 638 
Temprans, 93 
Thatcher, 3i2 
Thornton, Mr. 86 
Thornton, Rlr. H. 358 
Thynne, Lady J. 440 
Tierney, Mr. 148,404,408,416, 
443, 462, 776, 804 
Tominasi, Marquis, 636 
Tooke, Mr. Home, 130, 165 
Trant, Gen. 6.33 
Trench, Lieut. Col. 632 
Treviso, Duke of, 118,122, 127, 
4.57 , 

TiiUol), Major, 632 
Tupp^r, Consul, 192 
Turner, Mr. 528 
Tnrtoii, Sir T. 148, 15.5* 
Tuscatiy, Duke of^ SOW 
Tvv^jdale, J. 640 
Twjll, Baron, 454 
• 

Vamleleur, Major Gen. 224, 
253,631 , 

Valee, Gen. 190 
VicU>r. See Belluno 
’Victoria, Gen. 6;{3 
Vimiera, Conde. See Welling¬ 
ton 

Vysi^ Mr. 36, 51 



i N D E X. 


Wagram, Prince of, 18S 
‘Wartliman, Mr. 414 
Wakc^eld, Rev. G. 132, 711 
Walk^^ Migor Gen. 629, 
630 •> 

Walker, R. k Co. 805 
Walker, Mr. T. 544, 588 
Walpole, Sir R. 677 
Walmoden, Count, 121, :'.23 
Walsh, Hon. B. M.P. 294, 302, 
309 « 

Ward, Mr. 774,775 
Warrgnder, Sir G. 321, 326, 
330, .331, 35.5 
Washington, Gen. 142 
Watteville, 113 
Webster, 525 
Wellesley, Mr H. 9, 78 
Wellesley, Marquis, 13, .3^ 59, 
6.3,66, 85, 299,319, 655, 690, 
794, 796, 797, 800, 817, 818, 


821, 822, 823, 826, 8S8,S30, 

832 

Wellington, Lord, 34, ,49, 94, 

« 222, 252, 255, 268, 272, 285, 
626, 627, 633 
Weltje, 291, 294 
Wentworth, G. W. 526 
Westphalia, Ring of, lOS, 112,. 
298 

Whitbread, Mr. 51, 78, 82, 97, 
147, 356, 358, 404, 405, 408, 
513, 516, 523, 596, 614 
White, Mr. 53, 359 
White, Luke, 179 
Whitworth, Lord, 119 
Wilkinson, P. ir9 
William HI. 104, 361 
Williams, L. Col. 6.3l 
Williams, Major Gen. 338 
Williams, T. N. 4l4 
j Wiiliamson^^Mr. 4 


Wilson, Col. 96, 255, 264 
Wilson, Major, 628 
Wilson, Sir R. 322 
Wood, Alderman, 469, 786 
Wood, C. 529 
Wood, Sir M. 8.57 
Woodthorpe, H. 414,475 
Wortley, Mr. 770 
Wrottesley, Mr. 587 
Wynne, M». 307, 858 


York, Duke of, 10,166,231,233, 
238, 239, >141, 680, 739, 741 
Yorke, Mr. 57, .355 
Young, Arthur, 161, 164, 166, 
75 i 

Youug, Sir G. 313 


Zayas, Gen. 190,19? 



INDEX 


OF THE 

NAMES OF COUNTRIES, PLACES, kc. kc. kc, 

• •MENTIONED IN VOL. XXL • 


AFAGAR, ic:, 

Africa, 4, 742 
Agiieda, river, C27 
Albala, ‘>5 
Albany, 695 
Albutera, 185 
Albuquerque, 95 
Alcira, 185,* 187 
Alcoy, 187 
Alcuesca, 94, S5C 
Aldaya, 185 
Alilea del Cano, 94 
Alentejo, ,635 
Altjcziras, 93 
Alicant, 170, 180, 191 . 
Aliseda, 95 
Alntcida, 6S3 
Ahnendralejo, •283 
Almondbury, 621 • 

Amelia island, 6S4 • 

America, (South) 77, 198, 62,5 
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206, 207, 2.59, 286, 298, 311, 
316, 420, 624, 641, 689, 734. 
743, 781, 81ff 
AinberKt, 698 
Andalusia, 633 
Aniwerp, i 
Archangel, 646 
Arroyo del Molino, 94, 285 
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— Felipe, 187, 189 
•— Neots, 650 
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TABLES. 


'RICE OF BULLION pel* * Ounce, in the London Market, during the Six 
Months ending 30th June, 1812, being the average price of each] 
Month. —N.B. Where tlicre is no price mentioned, there has been none! 
' ^ that sort of Bullion in the Market. I 


brts of Bullion. Jan. 


Feb. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 


Number of BANK¬ 
RUPTCIES as an¬ 
nounced in the London 
a Gazette; froifc 15th 
December, (ISlt, to 
loth June, 1812. 


ortngal Goldj 


4 

14 

0 

4 17 

6 

0 

0 

0 

4 17 

6 

4 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

2 

■ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

4 


N B, Tlie MINT PRICE, per Ounce, of the Standard Gold and Silver 
nllion is as follows; Standard Gold in Bars, 17s. Ib'^d. Standard! 
Iver iu Bars; 5s. 2d. The other sorts of Bullion, except the Rortugal 
old Cmn, are below Standard Value. The Prices in tliQ above table is 
le Market Price in Bank of England Notes. 


able of the Prices of MEAT, SUGAR, SALT, and 
COALS, iu LONTJON, from January to 

June, 1^, inclusive. • 



'rices of die ENGLISH FUNDS, or STOCKS 
us shown from the Prices here given of the 
Three ‘per Cent. Consolidated Annuities, for 
the Six Months, ending with June, 1812.— 
N.B. The Prices here given are the average 
Prices for e*ach Month. * 


Price of the QUARTERN LOAF, according 
to the Assize of Bread in LONDON, for 
the Six Months ending with June, 1812, 
taking the average of the four Assizes in 
each Month.—N. B. The Weight of the 
Loaf, according to Law, is 4lb. 5oz. 8dr. 


• s. 

January. 1 4’- 

February.1 4 

JMarcIi.1 5 

April.1 

May.. r 1 6\ 

June.1 7 

t. d. 

Average Price during the Six Months 1^2 


Number*of CHRISTENINGS and BUR1.4LS 
within the Bills of Mortsdity, from 25th 


Months. 



Christenings. 

1 Males 

Females 

1157 

713 

734 

926 

951% 

777. 

5,358 

1038 
683 
732 
975 
. 939 

741 

5,098 



905 1 

1 

881 

695 1 

676 

712 ] 

636 

772 

722 

916 

816 

650 

.587 


Average Price.s of CORN, through ail England and Wales, and of UAY, STRAW, and best 
FARNHAM HOPS, in London, from January to June, 1812, both MoDt|i.s inclusive. 


Corn per Quarter of 8 WincheAer Bushels. 


Wheat. Rye. 



Straw per Hops per 
Load.’ Cwt. 


s. d. s. d. 

119 4 t,3 2 


s. da 
S8 7 


£. d. X' s* **• 

785 2 13 7 























































LIST OF , 


HIS MAJESTY’S MINISTERS, 

181^ 


CABINET MINISTERS. 


Lord Harrowby 

Lord Eldon --------- 

Lord WestmQreland - '. 

Lord Bathurst 

Lord Liverjjool ------- - 

Right Hon. N. Vansittart - - - . 

Right Hon. Charles Bathurst - - - 
Lord Viscount Melville 
Lord Mulgrave - - 

Ltfid*Sidraoulh - - 
Lord Castlereagh - - 

Lord Bathurst - - - 

• 

Lord Bnckinghamshire 


Lord President of the Council. 

Lord High Chancellor. 

Lord Privy Seal.* 

President of the Board of Trade, 

FirstLord ofthe Treasury (Prime Minister) 
Chancellor and Under-Treasurer s>f tke Ex- 
* chequer. 

^Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. 
First Lord of the Adnft-alty. 

Master General of the Ordnance. 

Secretary of State for theHomeDepartment. 
Secretary of Stale for Foreign Affairs. 
Secretary of State for the Department of 
War and Colonies. 

President of the Board of Control for the 
Affairs in India- 


•NOT OF THE CABINET. 


Right Hon. Geor(j^ Rose 

Lord Palmerston - - 
Lord C. Somerset - - 
Right Hon. C. Long - 
Earl of Chichester - - 
Earl of Sandwich - - 
Richard Wharton - ' - 
Robert Peel - . - 
Sir William Grant 
Sir Thomas Plomer - 

# 

Sir W. Garrow - - 


( Vice President-of the Board of Trade, and 
"i Treasurer of th5 Navy. 

- - - Secretary at' War. 

> Joint Paymaster-General of the Forces. 

. ^ Joint Pqptmaster-General. 

I Secretaries of the Treasury. 

- - - Master of the Rolls. ' 

- - - . Attorney-General. 

- . - Solicitor-General. 


Persons pP the Ministry oV Ireland. 


Duke of Richmond - 
Lord Manners - - - 

Charles Arbuthnot, esq, 


Lord Lfeutenant. 

* Lgrd High Chaficellor. 
r Chief Secretary, and 
I Chancellor of tjie Exchequer 

























